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PREFACE 



All life and achievement is evolution; present wisdom conies from past 
experience, and present commercial prosperity has come only from past exer- 
tion and suffering. The deeds and motives of the men that have gone before 
have been instrumental in shaping the destinies of later communities and 
states. The development of a new country was at once a task and a privi- 
lege. It required great courage, sacrifice and privation. Compare the pres- 
ent conditions of the people of Hardin county. Iowa. *ith what they were 
one hundred years ago. From a trackless wilderness and virgin prairie, 
it has come to be a center of prosperity and civilization, with millions of 
v.cahh. s\ stems of railways, grand educational institutions, splendid indus- 
tries and immense agricultural productions. Can any thinking person l>e 
i: -nisil»le to the fascination of the study which discloses the incentives, hopes, 
aspirations and efforts of the early pioneers who so strongly laid the founda- 
tion ttjx>n which has been reared the magnificent prosperity of later days? 
Tu perpetuate the story of these people and to trace and record the social. 
p"htical and industrial progress of the community from its first inception 
is the function of the local historian. A sincere purpose to preserve facts 
and personal memoirs that arc deserving of perpetuation, and which unite 
the present to the past, is the motive for the present publication. The work- 
lias lieen in the hands of able writers, who have, after much patient study 
and research, produced here the most complete biographical memoirs of 
Hardin county. Iowa, ever offered to the public. A specially valuable and 
interesting department is that one devoted to the sketches of representative 
citi/ens of this county whose records deserve preservation because of their 
v.Tth, effort and accomplishment. The publishers desire to extend their 
thanks to the gentlemen who have so faithfully labored to this end. Thanks 
ire also due to the citizens of Hardin county for the uniform kindness with 
ulm-h they have regarded this undertaking and for their many services ren- 
dered in the gaining of necessary information. 

In placing the "Fast and Present of Hardin County. Iowa.*' before the 
citizens, the publishers can conscientiously claim that they have carried out 
tlie plan as outlined in the prospectus. livery biographical sketch in the work 
lias t,cen submitted to the party interested, for correction, and therefore any 
error of fact, if there be any. is solely due to the person for whom the sketch 
"as prepared. Confident that our efforts to please will fully meet the approl>a- 
tion of the public, we are. 

Respectfully. 

THE PUBLISHERS. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Less than sixty years ago Hardin county was only a newly invaded sub- 
division of the state of Iowa. The first settler located here in 1849 and the 
county was organized January 15, 1851, at which time it had but about one 
dozen families within its borders. Indeed, this section of Iowa was only a 
wild prairie wilderness, occupied by the wild beasts of the unblazed forests, 
the wild birds of the air, jnd the no less wild red men, who but recently 
roamed these fertile and now highly cultivated prairies. The Iowa river was 
filled with fine fish, and game which would now delight the huntsman was 
found on every hand. But all was soon to be transformed. The vast un- 
broken prairie lands were soon to be bereft of their beautiful wild flowers and 
waving sea of wild grasses. The virgin sod must needs be broken by the 
plowshare of the advancing western civilization. With the return of many 
autumns, the prairie fires have cut down and forever destroyed much that 
charmed in the wonderful landscape of fifty years ago. All has changed. 
Where the Indian camped in his rudely formed wigwam by the silvery waters 
of the gently-flowing Iowa, today stand the farmers' palace homes, some of 
which have the illumination of electric lights and all modern improvements, 
including telephone and rural mail delivery each forenoon, Sunday excepted. 
Where once the dusky sons of the forest gathered, now stand church and 
school buildings and the steam and electric railways penetrate all sections of 
the county. Change! change! change! has been written on every hand. The 
hands that first tilled the soil of Hardin county have long since been folded in 
death's embrace. They wrought well and worthily. A few solitary pioneers 
still linger on this side of the dark river, as landmarks of those early days of 
the forties, fifties and sixties. Not many years shall have rolled by before all 
that were within Hardin county in i860 will have passed on to that undis- 
covered country of which all conjecture, but none can give any accurate 
account. 
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HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



SIXTY YEARS AGO, MY STATE. 

Sixty years ago, my state, 

You were fair — yes, very fair; 
There were no furrows on your brow, 

Xo silver in your hair. 
The blush of early womanhood 

Was on your rounded cheek, 
The wild flowers on your bosom 

Exhaled their fragrance sweet. 

Rude and homely was the cabin. 

Beauty did not deck its hearth ; 
But the kettle sung a home-song, 

And the birch logs crackled mirth. 
Its chambers were not high and spacious, 

Xo marble stairway led to them, 
But Oh. for a night of boyhood. 

To climb the ladder once again. 

The cabin sleeps in ruins, 

The ivy from the roof has fled. 
The mould is its only monument. 

All but memories sweet are dead. 
And as the years around us gather 

At life's end and eventide, 
We'll think then of the cabin 

Down by the river's side. 

Hardin county was at one time divided between the counties of Buchanan 
and Benton. It was established in 1S51 and attached to Marshall county for 
judicial and other purposes in 1853. and had been a part of Polk county also. 
It derives its name from Col. John J. Hardin, of Illinois who perished in 
battle during the war with Mexico. 
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INDIAN OCCUPANCY— TERRITORY ACQUIRED BY WHITE MEN. 

In 1 541 Fernando De Soto, the Spaniard, discovered the Mississippi 
river, at the mouth of the Washita. He penetrated north no farther than the 
thirty-fifth parallel of latitude, his death terminating his expedition. 

At a grand council of Indians on the shores of Lake Superior, they told 
the Frenchmen glowing stories of the "Great River" and the country near it. 
Marquette, the Jesuit father, became inspired with the notion of discovering 
this noble river. He was delayed by having to study the language of the 
Indians (the Illinois), among whom he expected to travel and take his obser- 
vations. In 1673 nc completed his preparations and was to be accompanied 
by Joliet, an agent of the French government. The Indians who had met to 
see him take his departure tried to dissuade him from his great undertaking, 
representing to him that the Indians of the Mississippi valley were cruel and 
bloodthirsty, and would resent his coming and intrusion into their fair 
domain. They said the river itself was the abode of many great monsters, 
who could swallow both canoes and men. But, not daunted by this talk, he 
pressed onward. With two Miami guides, he proceeded down the Wisconsin 
into the Mississippi river. On June 25th of the same year he floated down to 
a point where he saw evidences of Indians on the west bank of the stream. 
He landed a little above the mouth of what is now known as the Des Moines, 
and there and then, for the first time. Europeans trod the soil of Iowa — 
"Land of the Beautiful." 

Nine years later, in 1682, La Salle descended the river to the gulf of 
Mexico and. in the name of the King of France, took formal possession of all 
the immense region watered by the great river and its chief tributaries, from 
its source to its head, and named it Louisiana, in honor of his master, Louis 
XIV. This date was April 9. 1682. France then claimed, by right of dis- 
cover)' and occupancy, the entire valley of the Mississippi, including Texas. 
Spain, at the same time, laid claim to the domain, and thus the two great 
nations were face to face in war. 

Spain failing to settle in the country, it was left for France to occupy it 
and soon established trading posts all the way from Canada to the gulf of 
Mexico. 
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In 1762, France, in a time of extreme weakness, ceded all the territory 
west of the Mississippi, including what is now Iowa, to Spain, which power 
retained possession until October 1, 1800, when it was restored to France. 
The latter power ceded it to the United States in 1803, for the sum of fifteen 
million dollars. 

On assuming control, the United States organized all that region west 
of the Mississippi river and north of the territory of Orleans as the district of 
Louisiana. In 1805 this district was organized into the territory of Loui- 
siana, and was subsequently divided and now forms seven states, Louisiana, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas and Nebraska. 

The country was actually held by the Indians, especially the great Miami 
confederacy, for many years after its discovery by white men. There were 
numerous Indian wars in the settlement of treaties and the settlement with the 
whites and Indians until the last tribes had been moved by the general govern- 
ment to the far west, about 1843-5. 

Hardin county never witnessed much of the Indian warfare seen by some 
of the other counties in Iowa, but has enjoyed the lands once roamed over at 
will by the various tribes, some of which hunted and camped along her beauti- 
ful streams for centuries before the advent of white men. True, there were 
some Indian scares, but no hostilities with the redskins. In 1854 there was 
an amusing*, yet exciting, Indian scare when the Indians were having trouble 
with one another at Clear Lake. A party of men had been sent out from 
among the Sioux and were following the intruding band of Tama county 
Indians (the Musquakus) and after getting as far as where Marshalltown 
now stands, they gave up the chase and were returning north. In Pleasant 
township, on Tipton creek, they were seen coming in little squads. At Burr 
Oak Grove, in Ellis township, this county, the settlers, including the Snyder 
and Allen families, became greatly alarmed and started with the children for 
the next lower settlement, seeking safety. The news spread and neighbor 
after neighbor added his or her story until all was excitement. It was soon 
learned that it was only a scare, as the Indians had not made any attempt 
toward molesting the little settlement of whites. Much of romance and 
legend has been written concerning this incident. 




CHAPTER III. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY. 

Before Hardin county was organized it was attached to Marshall county 
for judicial purposes. In February, 1853, a petition was presented to the 
county judge of Marshall county, who ordered an election on the 2nd day of 
March, for county officers. Before that date the county judge of Marshall 
county had divided the county of Hardin into two civil townships, for election 
purposes. The southern township was called Latham and the north part was 
called Morgan township. In the former the first election was held in the 
!i"im- of Henry Abrams ; that held in Morgan township was held in the house 
of Thomas Huff, then residing in Jackson township. At this first election, 
Alexander Smith was elected county judge; Samuel Smith, recorder, the 
office of recorder being in connection with that of treasurer at that time; 
James D. Putnam, clerk; Thomas Bennett, sheriff; William Shafer, school 
fund commissioner. Each qualified, except Mr. Shafer, and later Samuel R. 
Edgington was appointed to fill the vacancy thus created. It seems no elec- 
tion was held in Morgan township, but the polls show that in Latham town- 
ship there were thirty-two votes cast. The convention that nominated the 
above officers was held at the house of Robert King, south of the present city 
of Eldora, hence it was Hardin county's first political convention and two sets 
n f names were placed in line, so as not to offend anyone in the community. 

THE SECOND ELECTION HELD. 

In August. 1854, occurred the second election in this county. The poll 
book was saved by Colonel Edgington. and a transcript from the same shows 
the following to have voted at that election: John Ellsworth, David Yeislev, 
Jacob Smith. II. H. Smith, James Zieger, Thomas Blair. John Shcpard, 
David Stillwell. B. F. Miller, Edward Clinkinbeard. Jonathan Edgington, B. 
J Reece. Henry Abrams, Thomas X. Hauser. Thomas Bennett, John G. 
Parham, L. YV. Price, James Putnam. John Marling, Samuel Smith, Sr., 
Henry Ellsworth, Jonathan Conger. Morris H. Hughes, William Bailey, Jr.. 
William Robinson. Louis D. Drain. William Patten, William Smith. J. hn 
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Lane, Peter S. Miller, James A. Dawdy, Jacob Miller, John Duke, John B. 
Finley, Thomas Y. McClure. Jacob Fetter, Alexander Smith, Cavendeer Geer, 
Isaac S. Moore, James \V. Miller, R. G. King. Cyrus Rowell, Washington 
Asher, F. B. Stout, William Lockard, Henry Graham, and Samuel Smith, 
Jr., nearly all now deceased. 

The subjoined is the record of the vote taken at that election: For school 
fund commissioner. William Lockard, 23; S. R. Fdgington. 24. For sheriff, 
John (1. Parham. 32; Samuel L. Higenbotham, 8. For coroner. Luke Ran- 
dall, 23; Joshua Ball, 17; Jonathan Conger, 1. For recorder, Samuel Smith, 
27; Thomas V. McClure, 21. For surveyor, John Shepard. 32; J. F. Simons, 
14; Q. F. Simons, 1 ; Dr. Simons. 1. 

Having made this good beginning, it was left for the county judge and 
the board of supervisors to perfect the organization of the government affairs 
of Hardin county. At first the one-man power of a county judge system was 
in vogue; the supervisor system did not obtain in Iowa until January I. 
1861, when the government fell into the hands of a board of county super- 
visors, one from each township. The early judges' records are lost, hence no 
special items of interest can l>e here related concerning the numerous petitions 
from the people to that honorable court. This much is certain, that when the 
supervisors first took charge of the county matters the civil townships of the 
county were as follows : 

Union, comprising township 86 north, range 19 west, fifth principal 
meridian. 

Providence, township 86, ranges 20, 21 and 22. or three full congres- 
sional townships. 

Eldora. township 87, rr.ngc 19. and the east half of township 87, range 20. 
Pleasant, the west half of township 87. range 20. and all of township 87. 
ranges 21 and 22. 

Clay, township 88. range 19. 
Jackson, township 88. range 20. 
Fllis. township 88, ranges 21 and 22. 
Etna, township 89. rarge 19. 

Hardin, township 89, range 20, and the east half of township 89. range 

21. 

Alden. the west half of township 89. range 21. and township 89. range 22. 

The first l)oard of supervisors was elected in November, i860, at the 
annual election when President Lincoln was elected to preside over the 
destinies of this Union. 

The other townships in Hardin county were organized as follows: 
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Buckeye, organized in 1865; Concord, organized in the autumn of 1872; 
Grant, organized in 1868; Tipton was organized in 1859 and the first election 
held at Point Pleasant; Sherman was organized in 1870, and, last of all, Iowa 
Falls township was set off from part of Hardin township in June, 1882. 

TOWN PLATS OF THE COUNTY. 

Since the organization of Hardin county the following plats have been 
sun-eyed and recorded, some of which are now vacated or defunct places, 
while others have been changed in name or added to other plattings. 

Eldora was platted in July, 1853, but not recorded until January 3, 1854. 
It was on land owned by Lewis Hayden and wife and James Drain. 

Hardin City was platted on section 12, township 88, range 20, on Febru- 
ary 14, 1854, by Lewis Hayden and wife. 

Rocksylvania was platted November 1, 1854, on section 18, township 89, 
range 20, by Peter and Sarah Collins, and is now a part of Iowa Falls. 

Rockingham was platted on section 18, township 89, range 20, November 
30. 1854. by Peter and Sarah Collins. 

Steamboat Rock was platted on February 14, 1855, by Isaac N. Lesh, 
San ford Baldwin, John Royal and Charles Boyles, on section 28, township 88. 
range 19. 

Hazel Green was platted on the northwest quarter of section 5. township 
S#. range 19. November 16. 1855. by William P. Hays and David Hawk. 

New Providence was platted on section 3. township 86, range 20. in 
January. 1856, by Daniel Dillon, Eleazer Andrews, Eli Jessup and John 
Andrews. 

Bunker Hill was platted on the north half of the northwest quarter of 
section 13. township 87. range 19. by Stephen V. Bunker, September 1, 1856. 

Georgetown was platted in November, 1856. on the southeast quarter of 
section 14 and the northeast quarter of section 23, township 89, range 21, by 
George B. Senter and O. N. Skeels. 

F.ast Hardin was platted September 19. 1856, in Jackson township, con- 
gressional township 88. by William Dean. 

Iowa Falls was platted on the east half of section 13. township 89. range 
-1. the survey being executed in April. 1856. the proprietors being James R. 
I-irkin and Jason Estes and wives. 

Ouclwc was platted on the south line of section 32. township 87. range 
20. by Jod R. Crumpacker awl G. F. Rogers. April 19. 1856. 

Point Pleasant was platted May 4. 1855. on section 18. township 87. 
range 20. by Joshua Allen ?rd w ife. 
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Berlin was platted November 17, 1857, on the east half of section 22, 
township 88, range 20, by Allen Greer and wife and J. S. Hiserott and wife. 

Xenia was platted July 7, 1857, by John G. Parham and William Patton 
on the southwest quarter of section 28, township 87, range 19. It is now 
known as Secor and has been vacated as a plat. 

Ackley was platted January 18, 1858. on section 2. township 89, range 
19, by Robert R. Parriott, A. J. Parriott, Calvin G. Ackley Henry Huff and 
William J. Ackley. 

Whitten was platted March 9, 1880, on section 13, township 86, range 19. 
June 22, 1880, by C. C. Whitten and E. S. Whitten. 

Wilke was platted on February 27, 1903. in Alden township, on section 
29. township 89, range 22, by William and Kate Wilke. 

Union was platted March 9, 1870, by R- J. Davis and wife, on section 21. 
township 86, range 19. 

Robertson was platted October 6, 1880, on section 19, township 89. 
range 19, by the officers of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company. 

Sherman was platted in township 87. range 22, on the line of the Des 
Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern railway, in November. 1901. by Frederick 
Finn and wife. 

Radcliffe was platted October 20, 1880, by Albert Keep (trustee), on 
the east half of the southwest quarter of section 29. township 87. range 22. 
It was vacated and a new town platted May 16. 1881. and is defunct save the 
depot ground plattings. 

Owasa was platted March 28, 1884, by J. II. and Mary Smith, on the 
northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 17. township 88, range 
20. 

Lawn Hill (old town was New Providence) platted as Lawn Hill in the 
railroad days of 1880, when the name was changed by order of the board of 
supervisors. 

Hubbard was platted October 12, 1880, by Albert Keep (trustee), on 
section 33. township 87, range 21. 

Gifford was platted in September. 1875, on section 5, township 86, range 
19, by Fdwin Peet and wife and re-platted September 27, 1880. 

Garden City was platted on the line of the Des Moines. Iowa Falls & 
Northern railway in November. 1901, on section 22. township 86, range 22. by 
the railroad company. 

Duane was platted April 27. 1872, near Alden, for railroad uses, by 
Messrs. Sperry, Beecher and Taylor. 
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Kagle C ity was platted May iS, 1S78, by Samuel Fossler and wife, on 
*ctf<"»ti 31. township 80, range 19. 

I.nckeve was platted in September. 1001. in township 88. ran. tie 22, by 
the ufticers of the Dcs Moines. Iowa Falls & Xorthern Railway Company. 
known a> the Xorthern Land Company. 

1 "lex c* was platted July 18. 1881. on section 36. township So. range lg. 
i>y Xantj Bonjar. 

Abbott wa- platted Oc'ober 2. 1871. on section 35. township So. ran-. 10. 
nr. : section 34 of the same township and range, by W illiam Starwalt and w ife 
an.! ('. M. K. Durent. 

Theahnve dates are u ually the dates of tiling, while the survey might 
b.u- '\-rn M.me months prior to these dates. It should al-o be understood that 
then- platting* refer only to the original plats and do not include any of the 
:r.an\ additions. 

One of the lost towns of Hardin county was called 'Toughkeepsie." laid 
1 in 1S55 by \\\ If. hoot.-, on section 16. township S<;, range 2 i . The plat 
wa» never recorded on the record books of the county and all attempts of its 
Mnvler were s,,oti abandoned. A postofhee was established there by that 
rutne m 1N55. hut in a short time was discontinued. 

( (U N TV SKAT CONTKSTS. 

Xc\t to hav ing the st; te capital, the possession of the cunty seat has 
U'en coveted by the first settlers of most counties in the great \Wt. 
b'le -inrc town of a counts is considered the hub -if the eountv. the center of 
'lii- -\ >tun. around which all other towns in the county mii-t in cc-s.niK- re- 
'"I'f. 'ironing out of the e« "tint v- seat >■> mtests in this. ;i> well as main, of 
c"^i'- o.unties. there were many excitements and incidents, a brief record of 
v in '• sbi-uld here be made 

hi ;S;^ I-ddora was selected as the seat of justice for Hardin couutv bv 
tlx- r- 01:11: >si,.riers appointe ! for that purpose. Then there w as not a -niL.de 
I "ti the present site ..f I'ldova This place was centralK located 
^■tween the settlement along the b-wa river at Iowa halls and I 'nion. 
Hi'- select i- -n. of course. d:d not meet the approval of the entire population. 
ihf:an nature is. ruid always has Urn. very selhdi. F.veu Uleii. in the 
t%:{ «'"•«• northwestern part of the count-,, would not have ben: any to,, liberal 
!" have asked and receive* 1 tin- pn/e. likewise I nion wotthl ba\ e :h. avjn the 

>e- place to locate the count \ Mat rig'.;t in their "neck o' the w Is.** \s 

' ''[-pears. Steamboat Rock was the first town in this o.un.tv -uhmii its 
'31 
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claims to the people as the popular place for the county seat of justice. The 
people there worked every card in their hand, hut all to no avail. At the 
election held in April, 1856 the question was submitted, resulting in a vote of 
four hundred and fifty-two for Eldora and one hundred for Steamboat Rock 
— thus fate decreed against Steamboat Rock. 

In February, 1857, a petition was circulated, and five hundred and (our- 
teen signatures secured, requesting the county judge to order an election for 
the removal of the county seat to Berlin. The election was held and resulted 
in favor of Eldora. 

Point Pleasant was the next aspirant for the county seat. This brought 
about one of the most exciting of all county contests in all Iowa's fair and 
fertile domain. Every township and school district in the entire county was 
canvassed pro and con. The election was held and on the first Monday in 
April. 1858, the hoard canvassed the vote. The board consisted of John \V. 
Jones, county judge; Ellis Parker. Joseph Edgington, justices of the peace. 
The board announced the vote to be five hundred and forty for Point Pleas- 
ant and five hundred and twenty-one for Eldora. giving the former a bare 
majority of nineteen. 

In the same month, and before any removal, application was made to the 
district court, after ten da\s" notice, by and upon the relation of John Alder- 
son, for a w rit of alternative mandamus to compel the board of canvassers to 
re-canvass the votes cast at the election for the relocation of the county scat, 
and reject a certain alleged mutilated and spurious return, which had been 
allowed by them, and canvassed as the return and poll book from Pleasant 
township The court allowed the w rit and it was served on the board of can- 
vassers. The l)oard re-canvassed the vote and rejected the poll book in ques- 
tion and declared the results to be five hundred and twenty votes for Eldora 
and four hundred and forty for Point Pleasant. Eldora thus won out again 
and remained the seat of jrstice. Isaac S. Moore was leader of the faction 
wanting the county seat at Point Pleasant and his counsel resisted the dis- 
charge of the defendant in the writ, but the court adjudged the return suffi- 
cient and discharged the board of canvassers. A few days later Mr. Moore 
made his affidavits of the facts, as he claimed them, in relation to the election 
returns from Pleasant township, and asked that the affidavit be taken as an 
answer to the w rit and that the former return bv the board of canvassers Ix* 
set aside and the proceedings under it declared null. By some oversight the 
affidavit was not marked filed, nor any entry made upon the record in relation 
to it. The court refused the prayer of the affidavit, and afterwards made a 
memorandum of it upon the judge's docket. A few days more and John Van 
IVuitou and several others applied to the court with an application setting up 
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flie election, tor an alternative writ of mandamus against the county judge, to 
ret/tiire him to remove the county offices, hooks. |)a{>ers. etc.. to Point Pleas- 
ant The judge refused to do this, under advice of his attorney. James M. 
l\(K>r|. He who was later Judge H. C. Henderson, of Marshalltown. ap- 
peared for the other side, and took exceptions, w hich the court overruled and 
the case was submitted to the supreme court of Iowa. The result was that the 
rulings of the district court were reversed. 

\t the May term. 1859, of the district court of Hardin county. Isaac 
Monre procured an entry to he made upon the records of the court, of the 
filing of his affidavit in relation .to the election and returns of Point Pleasant, 
ur its refusals hy the county, and that he. by his counsel, excepted. He therc- 
•ip- in appealed to the supreme court, hut that court dismissed the case. The 
ca-e again, in another form, was presented to the district court. Kllis Parker 
n<>\\ heing county judge in place of Judge Jones. This made the county judge 
'lefendant in the case and Judge Porter was judge of the district court, hut 
■ ie. t"<>. held that the answer was sufficient. From his decision Van Houton 
appealed to the supreme court, and the judgment of the district court was 
affirmed. 

When this decision was made public, a suit in equity was brought in the 
<l>tnct court of Hardin county, in April, 1863, by Isaac S. Moore and Thomas 
J Sheldon, against John AMerson. John \\ . Jones. Kllis Parker and Joseph 
H ^ington. setting forth the previous proceedings, and charging that the judg- 
ment in the first mandamus proceedings by which the vote was re-canvassed, 
was ulitained l;y collusion and fraud of the parties thereto, and asking to have 
the same set aside; that Point Pleasant be declared the county seat, and the 
comity offices, looks and papers be removed thereto. 

When the case was called in district court, the plaintiffs, Moore an 1 
Sheldon, asked that a change of venue be granted. The case was changed to 
'■rundy county. The board of county supervisors refused to be a party to the 
'iiitand default was entered against them. After hearing the case, the district 
f'sirt adjudged Point Pleasant to be the county seat and ordered the removal 
the offices thereto. From this decision Messrs. Aldcrson. Jones, Parker 
am! Edgington apj>ealed to the supreme court. The case was beard at the 
Jdv term. Judge C. C. Cole reading the opinion which held that plaintiffs had 
Uilcd to prove that there w;is fraud in obtaining the judgment which they bad 
a<-:i:1ed. and for that reason the judgment of the district court was reversed 
3; d the petition dismi-ed absolutely. 

Thus ended the long contest, lasting from April <). 1858. to July _>_>. 
'• v ' s ' FJdora was decided as being the legal county scat and so has enjoyed 

distinction to the present day. 
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OK THE COUNTY 

In 1 85 1, when Hardin county was organized, there were less thaji a 
dozen families within her borders, and all northern Iowa was in a wild state. 
— just as the hand of the Creator had fashioned it. — a billowy sea of prairie 
grass an<f sweet-scented wild flowers, with here and there a silvery stream 
meandering through a narrow skirt of woodland. It was in 1849 — sixty-two 
years ago — when the territory was invaded by the first actual white settler. 
Greenberry Haggin, who here claimed the first residence. He was a native of 
Kentucky, but came to Hardin from Keokuk county. Iowa. He was a real 
frontiersman and believed it a pleasure, as well as a sort of duty, to live on 
the outskirts of civilization, where he could breathe the pure air and have 
plenty of room. He remained only a few years and moved on to greener 
pastures, though not until he had seen the establishment of several thriving 
hamlets. During the winter of 1849-50 this first settler was the sole resident 
of the "Kingdom of Hardin." he being monarch of all. and 'his rights there 
were none to dispute. 

Early in the spring of 1850 came James Dawdv, William Robinson, 
Abraham Grimsley, Samuel Smith. Sr., Samuel Smith. Jr.. Alexander Smith, 
T. X. Hauser, Jacob Miller, Jacob Kidwiler. Each one. except Kidwiler. 
settled in the neighborhood of Mr. Haggin. in township 86. range 19. now- 
called Union tow nship. 

Jacob Kidwiler and family located in the spring of 1850 in what is now 
Jackson township. 

The third settlement in Hardin county was made by Samuel Smith. Jr.. 
in township 87. range 19. in what is now Eldora township. He located his 
claim and built a log cabin in the autumn of 1850. His nearest neighbor was 
Jacob Miller, six miles to the south. There were no other settlements in 
Hardin county until after ti e w inter of 1850-51. 

On account of the various township histories treating in detail on the 
settlements in all parts of the county, this topic will not be carried to a further 
length here. 
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THE TRANSFORMATION. 

Perhaps no better illustration of the changes wrought under the touch of 
he white man's hand can be given than to reproduce an article written by ex- 
Uivcrnor F. \V. Eastman to his old home paper in Xew Hampshire in i860. 
Vearing date. "Eldora, low;-. Octolnrr 17." of that year, which reads as fol- 
us nhe reader will bear in mind that this was forty-two years ago) : 

"Twenty-five years ago today I left Pittsheld in the daytime on Holt 
Drake's stage, to artifice my own fortune in the then far-off Went. West- 
ward and westward I rode (but not all the time in that stage) for one full 
month, till the 19th of October. 1844. I crossed the Father of Waters into 
the then territory of Iowa, and the same day I became an affiliated Hawkcyc. 

"What stupendous changes have been wrought in these fleeting years! 
Then Iowa had one disfranchised delegate in Congress. Xow it has two sena- 
' r> and six representatives. Then, by a loose count, large estimates and 
''era! allowances for unliorn babies. Iowa claimed to have 75.1 $2 souls, or 
rather Mies. lor I will not go a blind on the souls of all of them. Xow Iowa 
'er 'ices in a population of < ver one million free people. Then Iowa imported 
I read-tuffs. Now it lias a million cattle, a million and a half of sheep, and as 
•nan}' hogs; grows annually sixty million bushels of corn, and this year twenty- 
r^e million bushels of wheat, more than two-thirds of which will he shipped 
••at to feed the hungry world. Then the people of Iowa moved and traveled 
n uagons and in saddles, across a country with unbridged streams, with no 
•n taMe roads. Xow the state is gridironcd over w ith more than a thousand 
inles of railway, upon which two hundred locomotives are in perpetual mo- 
drawing their lengthened trains of commerce to the marts. 
"Two-thirds of Iowa was then owned and occupied by wild Indians. Xow 
1 -*a has a hundred counties, save one. in which municipal law is adminis- 
r f"c ! and civil libertv guaranteed to everyone by an enlightened people. Then 
'>a had no system of common schools. Xow it has a cash fund of two and 
h;df million dollars, and a land fund, not sold Cat three dollars and fifty 
' N per acre), of two million dollars. It has over six thousand school houses, 
^ rfhover four million dollars, in which, by law, at least six months of school 
' w lie kept each year. Iowa has about three hundred and seventy-five thous- 
' pupils and employs ten thousand teachers. Besides this. Iowa has sixty- 
'■''<* academics, colleges ard universities, with one hundred and eighty-two 
• 'papers, and the state is entirely free from public debt. 

"'/Verm five years ago Iowa was on the extreme border of civilization, 
west of it for eighteen hundred miles, to the Pacific ocean, was one vast 
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wilderness and mountain land. Now that is all in states and organized terri- 
tories, teeming with millions of civilized people. Then there were hut two 
states and one territory wc.t of the Mississippi river. Now there are eleven 
states and nine territories. Surely the "star of empire westward takes its way.' 

"Then this nation was naif free and half slave. Xow Mason and Dixon's 
line is hlotted out. and every man owns himself. Twenty-five years ago this 
government was an experiment, and a reproach and a hy-word in the mouths 
of kings and monarchs. Through great tribulations it has come out purified, 
and now before the world stands first in w isdom, greatest in power and noblest 
in generosity. Its statesmen are teaching the world, and the power of our 
political economy, like the rock cut out of the mountain, is rolling onward 
with majestic sway, and crowns and thrones and principalities are flowing 
before it like the shadows of the night before the bright morning sun. and 
crumbling and wasting away, while all nations are seeking to pattern after us." 

An 1 85 1 pioneer relates this: "I came to this county and located in 
Pleasant township, on section 21. township 87, range 20. with my family, con- 
sisting of myself, wife and three daughters, ranging from eight months to 
seven years of age. on the first day of October. 185 1. my entire worldly wealth 
consisting of two pairs of oxen, two milk cows and two calves, two pigs and a 
half dozen hens, one old wagon, with a very scanty outfit for housekeeping; 
cash, not one penny, and my nearest neighbor about eight miles away: and 
now I wonder how I lived the first year, or especially the first winter, as the 
spring and summer of that year was very w et. having commenced raining May 
9. 1 85 1. and continuing to tain more or less every twenty- four hours until July 
27th. therefore there was but little raised in the country at large, and nothing 
to speak of in this county, and but very little in Marshall county, just below us. 

"You see from the above dates that it was far from hay-making time. 
There had already been fronts, and the wild grass was dying fast, and hay my 
only chance to winter my six head of cattle: hence the first thing was to save 
hay. and to live out of doors until the hay was secured. I next went to work 
to build a log cabin, and More I got the roof on there came a fall of snow 
about four inches deep, covering our beds at night. After 1 got our house 
covered, 1 would haul hay in the daytime, and my wife would stack it, and at 
night she would get the children to bed in one corner of the house, for at this 
juncture we called it 'house.' and then keep light by putting on the best chips 
( for we had no kerosene lamps nor oil. neither candles, for two excellent rea- 
sons : first, we had no money to buy them; second, there were none to buy) to 
make light for me to see to hew puncheons, split from basswood logs, for a 
floor to our house. We would do this until ten or eleven o'clock at night, and 
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ww inovuini,' resume my liny-making. So we worked at house-carpentering 
m the ni^lit-liiue and hay-hauling during the daytime, until the house was 
t'^ired ami the hay was stacked: yet the space betweert the logs was open, 
he it it had to Ik.- chinked and daubed, as we frontiersmen call it. By this time 
,t «•> November, the ground was frozen from four to six inches, and snow - 
t^. We had to cut through the frost to get ground for the mortar. My 
v tfe heated water, and 1 with my hands made the mortar and threw it into the 
cracks and it froze there and made us a warm house until spring thawed it out. 
We made a chimney out of some boards I had sawed six miles southeast of 
Marshalltown. By this time we had consumed all of our corn meal, and I 
-tarter! in pursuit of bread and without money. Well, the people of Marshall 

< tint \ were kind, and I got a bushel of corn from one man and a half bushel 
tn.:!) another, etc.. until I collected nine bushels, six for myself and three for 
n", iie!»lil;or. fames Miller, the second settler in this township. I then went to 

nil cracker six miles southeast of Marshalltown. on Timber creek ( via the 
i t city of Marshalltown. which consisted of one log cabin). Mr. Roman. 

:nill owner, very kindly boarded me on buttermilk and corn bread for my 
lai..r with team for the privilege of watching the little mill at night, which 

< nM grind one and a half bushels from twilight until about sunrise next 
•r-ung. The program each evening, after my day's work was done, and mv 

pillar dipper was finished, was as follows: I was directed to measure and 
[ into tlie hopj>er one and a half bushels of corn; the old man would take 
<■■". the toll and leave me to my lonely vigils till morning : he would then re- 
fine and then I would g ; ve my oxen some poor hay. eat my regular break- 
and resume my regular business of cutting and hauling logs fwr the 
J 'rj» fnutse. Thus I worked for six days. Then I left for home, a distance 
i r.'nrty -five miles, and arrived there about two o'clock the next morning. I 
' ' *:\ fiishels of meal fo«- myself and three for Mr. Miller and felt quite 
Vwnlent: found my wife and children well and guarding our six hen- that 
"• *!ol on a ladder that stood outside the house by the chimney, from the 
,''*-vrie wolves. 

"I then commenced cutting and hauling rail timber in the log on the line 
n Inch f projNised to build mv fence: broke my ax cutting a tree: had to go 
' fi ry-live miles with mv ox team, in very cold weather, to get another, before 
1 ""M euu cut anv firewood. Now. as I said in my introduction. I onild 
- ' t r J n rf to few incidents. I w ill relate only one other, so that this general 
'demerit must suffice : 

"I trcjiiently swain mv oxen, hitched to the wagon, out of pure necessity. 
( V ^ere in sw miming wafer, among floating ice. four times during my first 



Digitized by Google 



4 o 



II AUDI X COl'NTY, IOWA. 



winter, w hen the weather was cold enough to freeze my clothes as hard as a 
bullet in one minute after the air struck me. Miles from any house or fire 
this was. But what I said 1 was going to relate was this: I had shaped my 
affairs to start on my last foraging expedition for a supply of bread to last 
till 1 could get a crop planted, on the first day of March, and on the morning 
of that day snow was falling and continued until the next day in the afternoon, 
and was on a level eighteen inches deep. 1 left home on the fourth day, and 
that day the wind got in the southeast and the snow began to melt and before 
I could get a grist of corn gathered by, a little here and a little there, in the 
neighborhood of Albion, in Marshall county, the streams were very much 
swollen, but I got to Lynn creek, below where Marshall now stands, for I was 
heading for the same mill of sheep-house-buttermilk-and-corn-dodger noto- 
riety. I was compelled to stop on account of the poles that constituted the floor 
of the bridge over that stream having been taken away by the flood. I remained 
over night with Mr. Crowder. who lived close by, and through the night 
the water went down and we found the poles eighty rods below, lodged against 
a gorge of ice. Mr. Crowder assisted and we took them and covered the 
bridge and I went to mill, got my corn ground and returned homeward, and 
got as far as Minervy creek, which I found alxwt sixty rods wide. There I 
was compelled to remain a number of days, until the creek got within its banks. 
I then, assisted by Mr. Lacy, got a canoe from the river, half a mile below, ran 
it up to the creek at the ton!, boated my load over, swam my cattle and wagon, 
loaded my meal and again started for home. Vet there remained another 
barrier between me and my home— Honey creek. By this time the weather 
\v;is cold, wind northwest, and ice rapidly forming in the creek. I carried my 
meal across in a drift, broke the ice in the channel, and undertook to swim 
my lead cattle, but they were so opposed to the cold w ater that they would not 
go. After repeated effort to make them take the water, and when I had be- 
come excited and in a nice sweat. I abandoned my theorv. which was to get 
the leaders on the opposite shore, for an attraction for the tongue cattle. The 
ford across the stream ran diagonally up stream, about four rods from shore to 
shore. 

"As 1 said. 1 was mad I jumped into the wagon and forced my oxen 
into the creek: but instead of keeping the channel 1 had broken for theni. 
through the thin ice. they went directly up stream already mentioned, and 
floated against the perpendicular bank, heads up stream, and the water just to 
the top. eight feet deep. I was forced to get in. loosen the wagon, which 
drifted down stream eight < r ten rods, and sank under water. I also had V> 
unyoke the cattle, as thc\ could not turn around on account of the ice. One ox 
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•.vent out on either side; therefore, my wagon was sunk in the creek, the ox- 
yoke on the bank, one pair (my leaders) gone, I knew not where, with the 
yi.ke <>n. my meal and a little meat I had procured lying on the creek hank, my 
iWlies froze on me from my head to my heels, and two miles to where I could 
procure means to take my provisions to a place of safety. This I did before I 
saw fire. Well, next morning, with two men to assist me, 1 collected my cattle, 
idled a tree into the creek, fastened a rope connected with chains, around one 
hind wheel, the only part out of water, hitched on the cattle and pulled it out, 
all lint the box which floated off. And I was necessarily compelled to get wet 

my hips, to procure my wagon box. and at about two o'clock p. in. I was 
ail righted up. wind in the northwest, snow flying, a distance of twenty miles, 
with no house between me and home. I went on foot a half the distance to 
keep warm, till I became exhausted, then I got into the wagon and arrived 
1 ine sometime in the night, almost dead, speechless, and unable to get into 
the house without the help of my wife; had been absent sixteen days; found 
rtiy file and three little girls almost starved, having subsisted on fourteen very 
•nail ears of corn, of which five ears yet remained; found our best cow dead, 
a- -1 the big dog, hut the little dog was saved alive by our eldest girl dividing 

th him her rations. Bingo was hers and a great favorite. My wife pre- 
pare*! her com in the following manner: A part she made up in lye hominy, 
the residue she parched, ground in a coffee mill and baked in cakes. This 
fed us until I got corn, squashes, pumpkins and potatoes growing, and with 
f>n wild onions, greens, etc.. we lived pretty well until garden sauce came in." 

OLD settlers' associations. 

Hardin county, like nu->t other Town counties, has had her old settlers' 
"r.tnioti associations and meetings and picnics, but the reunions have not been 
kept up annually here. This is to be regretted, for nothing so cements the af- 
'<:\i:>m< of pioneers and their children as these old settlers' gatherings. Then, 
•v-tttn. these societies have been instrumental in preserving history, from one 
<""■'! "f the country to another. These meetings originated in the far Ka^t and 
i t- kept pace with the pioneer settlements in the Central states and outlying 
■-wry beyond the Missorri. until today there are in Ocs Moines what is 
" V; the Ohio Society and the Hoosier Association, made up of people who 
■'i-ieiri from these respective states and they hold annual meetings and great 
^■•Mireand profit is being brought alxnit. In all the numerous Iowa county 
i-'>aanoiK the tires of patriotism are kindled and the love of home and fire- 
' e is made strong. The le sons of the past teach us the duties for the future. 
The 

pioneer*, in assembling together once a year, or even less fre«piently. 
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seem to live life over again. Their eyes sparkle and they grow young as the fad- 
ing reminiscences of other and earlier days are recalled. At a reunion of this 
kind in one of the nearby counties the speaker of the occasion voiced but the 
sentiment of thousands when he said : "You come together with varied 
emotions. Some of you. almost at the foot of life's hill, look backward and 
upward at the path you have trod, while others, who have just reached life's 
summit, gaze down into the valley of tears with many a hope and fear. You 
gray-haired fathers have done v our work: you have done it well; and now as 
the sunset of life is closing around you. you are given the rare boon of enjoy- 
ment, the fruit of your own labor. You can see the land won by your own 
right arm from its wilderness state, and from the savage foe. pass to your 
children, and your children's children —literally *a land flowing with milk and 
honey.' a land over which hovers the white-robed angels of religion and peace: 
a land fairer and brighter and more glorious than any other land beneath the 
blue arch of heaven. Yes. you have dune vour work well, and when the time 
of rest shall come, you will >ink to the dreamless repose with the calm con- 
sciousness of duty done. 

"In this hour let memory assert her strongest sway: tear aside the thin 
veil that shrouds in gloom the misty past ; call up before you the long forgotten 
scenes of years ago: live over once again the toils and struggles, the hopes 
and fears of other davs. l et this dav be a dav sacred to the memory of the 
olden-time. In that olden -tune there are. no doubt, scenes of sadness. a s well 
as of joy. Perhaps you remember standing beside the bedside of a loved one— 
a cherished wife perchance.— w ho in the davs of her vouth and beauty, when 
you proposed to her to seen a home in a new. wild laud, took your hand >n 
hers and spoke in words lik-j these: 'Whither thou goest, 1 will go. and whet 
thou lodgcst. I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: where thou diest 1 will die. and there will 1 be buried: the Lord do so to 
me. and more also, if aught but death pari me from thee' Or perhaps, some 
brave boy. stricken down in the pride of his strength : or some daughter, fading 
away in her glorious beauty: or some little prattling babe, folding its weary 
eyes in the 'dreamless sleep.' If so— if there be memories like these, and the 
unbidden tears well up to the eye. let them come, and today one and all shed a 
tear or two to the memory of the loved and lost." 

The first attempt at organizing an old settlers' society in Hardin county 
was in 1S78. when a meeting was called to be held at the court house in 
Kldora. on February 10th. when articles of association were signed, the first of 
which stated that the association should be called "The Old Settlers' Associa- 
tion of Hardin County." At a meeting held in March. 1874. the following 
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i fricers were elected : President. T. N. Hauler, of Union: secretary. J. M. 
Scott. Kldora: treasurer. S. R. Edgington, Eldora : vice-presidents. A. Leescr. 
Ftna: James S. Smith. Hardin : Duane Young. Alden: L. T. Heard. Buckeye: 
> Aztell. Ellis. B. F. Bear Jackson: S. F. Lathrop. Clay : S. (i. Winchester. 
Eldora; John Downend. Fleasant: A. Mitterev. Tipton: Isaac S. Moore, 
Sherman: P. Shintaffer, Grrnt : E. Andrews. Providence: J. O. Irvin. Union. 

A constitution was adepted and it was signed by the following named 
persons. 



Names. Year of Arrival. Nativity. 

E W Eastman 1857 .... New Hampshire 

' Vlia F. Eastman 1857 .... Iowa. 

Ivndie ('. Eastman 1857 .... Iowa. 

I <J Rathliine 1853 .... Illinois. 

> 1! Cunningham 1855 .... Illinois. 

Mm V Cunningham 1855 . . . .Ohio. 

> K. Edgington . . . Ohio. 

s I' Eathrop 1853 .Ohio. 

J ( J Irwm 1851 . . \>w York. 

Mr>. J O Irwin 1855 .... Indirma. 

> C Winchester (855 .... Indiana. 

•M E Winchester 1854 .... New York. 

A M Mulford 1855 Yew York. 

Vrv H. B. Mulford 18 55 ... Virginia. 

J.'-mes Bachman 1850. . . . Pennsylvania. 

E"inia C Bachman 1856 .... New York, 

^ C Rathbone 1853 ... . Illinois. 

G Arnold 1854 Indiana. 

B F Reed 1854 ... . New Hampshire. 

w'. A Greer 1852 .... Ohio. 

I- F. Wisner 1855 New York. 

R F Bear 1855 . . . .New York. 

i 'hn Kelso 1854 .... Ohio. 

Oforge McMillen 1859 .... New York. 

Jonathan Edgington 1853 Ohio. 

T l ~ Ford 1855.. .Ohio. 

!>■ Freeman Ellsworth 1854 ... . Pennsylvania. 

M }. Crosser 1855 . . . .Indiana. 

- r W.Scott 1855 ... New York. 

r S R™s 1857 ... .Canada. 
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The meetings of the society were allowed to go down and interest died out 
until 1882. when again the movement revived in the minds of the old settlers, 
owing to glowing accounts <-f similar meetings in nearby counties. A meeting 
was called at the court house for July 22. 1882, to perfect an organization. 
This meeting was called to order by J. M. Boyd, who stated the object of the 
meeting and, on his motion. Samuel Smith was selected as chairman and 
Stephen Whited as secrctaiy. A committee to draw up a constitution con- 
sisted of J. M. Boyd, of Eldora. T. X. Hauser. of I'nion. and Jonathan Edg- 
ington, of Eldora. At that meeting it was planned to hold a picnic about Sep- 
tember 1st of that year. Then the following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year: President, Samuel Smith. Eldora; secretary, J. M. Boyd. Eldora; 
treasurer. Mrs. Mahala Winchester, of Eldora; vice-presidents. Ichabod Lath- 
rop. Etna; James S. Smith. Hardin; Martin V. Pritchard, Alden ; L. T. Beard. 
Buckeye; T. I. McChesney, Ellis; I. H. Bowers. Jackson; S. A. Williamson. 
Clay; Ellis Parker, Eldora; Frederic Boody, Pleasant; \V. W. Boylan, Tipton; 
Frederick Finn. Sherman; J A. Hubbard. Concord; A. J. Hiscrotc, Grant; W. 
F. Andrews. Providence ; T. X. Hauser, Union. 

The subjoined list of names of those who signed the constitution, gives 
the date of settlement in Hardin county and the address in 1882 when they 
signed. It will serve to show who were accounted "old settlers" nearly forty 
years ago : 



Samuel Smith. Eldora. 1850. 

T. X. Hauser. Cnion, 1850. 

Isaac S. Moore. 

S. A. Williamson. Clay, 1851. 

Levi Dobbins. 1851. 

John Marling. Pleasant. 1852. 

John Duke. 

F. R. Stact. Eldora. 1852. 
Ichabod Lathrop. Etna. 1853. 
S. R. Edgington, Eldora. 1853. 
Jonathan Edgington, Eldora. 1853. 
C. B. Clark. 

Hiram Hoyt. Clay. 1854. 

J. J. Edgington. Eldora. 1854. 

Rebecca Edgington, Eldora. 1854. 

Mrs. S. G. Winchester. 

J. D. Fiddler. 1854. 



I. H. Bowci.,. 

Frederick Boody. Pleasant, 1S54. 
Ellis Parker. 

A. G. Mitterer, Tipton, 1855. 
William F. Andrews. New Provi- 
dence. 1855. 
W. M. Brown. Providence. 1855. 
Thomas Xott. 
Lucebe Xott. 

George C. Meyers. Pleasant, 1855. 

Simeon Furman. 

M. Frisbie. 

Arietta Frisbie. 

Mrs. Mary E. Doty. 

Peter H. Doty, Pleasant. 1855. 

H. L. Huff. 

E. B. Huff. 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COL' NT Y, IOWA. 



45 



5 T, Winchester, 1855. 

Solomon Clover. Etna. 1855. 

W M. Meyers. 1855. 

Jair.es Woodside. 

Mrs. S. A. Simpson. 

K X. Lane. 1854. 

W. I. Moir. Eldora. 1856. 

W.H. Pool. Eldora, 1856. 

Jo-eph Kdgington. 

\lphonso F. Wood. Union. 1856. 

J hn Lytle. Pleasant. 1856. 

1 "line J. Moir. 

1 -e^rge Boody. Pleasant. 1856. 
Kiihard P. Ripley, Eldora. 
William W. Boylan, Tipton. 1857. 
Stephen Whited. Eldora. 1857. 



Helen M. Whited. Eldora. 1857. 
Samuel B. Hubbard. Pleasant. 1857. 
Myron Cnderwood. Eldora. i85<). 
Eli G. Merrill. Eldora. 1861. 
Delia A. Merrill. 
John E. King. 
Amanda H. Eastman. 
P. H. Rhodes. 

L. W. Southard. Eldora, 1851. 
J. M. Boyd. Eldora. 1857. 
Ezra Xuckolls. Eldora. 1865. 
Thadeus L. Eord. 1855. 
Alice Whited. Eldora. 1857. 
George McElroy. 
Sarah J. Boyd. Eldora. 1858. 



The fir>t annual picnic of the Old Settlers' Society of Hardin County 
^ held at the fair grounds near Eldora. September 1. 1882. when between 
•:teni hundred and two thousand people were present during the day. which 
"en: "merry as a wedding bell." Every township in the county was well 
^presented and all enjoyed themselves as can only the sturdy pioneer who 
^- H-eti the desert blossom like the rose under the touch of his hornv hand 
• MilHlnin^ the virgin sod and causing the earth to yield forth its bounteous 
-'!!"'. ot. Among those present may lxr named the only surviving settlers who 
":':•(• ;o Hardin county prior to 5850. Governor Eastman and Samuel Smith. 
[ ' !'!cnt of the day. l>oth gave splendid addresses and were, in toast fashion. 
r t 'nnfled to bv Messrs. 1 L. Rathbone, S. R. Edgington, Doctor Under- 
•A. Jf-<e Rogers, H. L. Huff. S. G. Winchester. L. S. McCoy and Hon. 
' J. Moir. The Eldora brass band and the Eldora Glee Club furnished ex- 
i?l'rnt music. 

These annual picnics were kept up for about ten years and much interest 
a- manifested. Then a change came. The older pioneers had died in great 
' ' 'kts and when the year marking the line lietween old and later settlers was 
n^(<| i,, a later date, it did not meet the approval of all old-timers. Then 
■Srntimy fair association had come to be a great and growing object of 
•Vr>t in the county and. at the suggestion of Dr. J. E. King, farmers from 
^ 1 er the county, including pioneers and their whole families, were invited 
me to Eldora and camp out on the fair grounds and have family and 
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neighborhood reunions, which were kept up many years. Because of these 
and other causes—neglect principally — the Old Settlers' Association was al- 
lowed to go dow n. 

PIONEER CUSTOMS. 

The present generation know hut little of what their forefathers went 
through that they might hand down to this generation the rich heritage of 
a home in the kingdom of Hardin. In a new country, far removed from the 
conveniences of civilization, where all are compelled to build their own houses, 
make their own clothing, and jirocure for themselves the means of subsistence, 
it is to he expected that their dwellings and garments will be rude. These 
were matters controlled by surrounding circumstances and the means at their 
disposal. The earliest sett'ers constructed what were termed "three faced 
camps " or, in other words, three walls. leaving one side open. They are de- 
scribed as follows: The walls were built seven feet high, when poles were 
laid across at a distance of about three feet apart and on these a roof of clap- 
boards was laid, which was kept in place by weight poles placed on them. 
The clapboards were about four feet in length and from eight to twelve inches 
in width, split out of white oak timl>er. Xo floor was laid in the camp. The 
structure required neither door, window nor chimney. The one side left out 
of the cabin answered for these purposes. In front of the open side was laid 
a large log heap, which served for warmth in cold weather and for cooking 
purposes for all seasons. Of course there was always an abundance of light 
and on either side of the fire space to pass in and out. These "three faced 
camps" were probably more easily constructed than the ordinary cabin and 
were not the usual style of dwelling house. 

The cabin was considered a material advance for comfort and home life. 
This was. in almost every case, built of logs, the spaces between the logs 
being filled in w ith split sticks of wood called "chinks." and then daubed over, 
both inside and outside, with mortar made of clay. The floor was sometimes 
nothing more than earth tramped hard and smooth, but was commonly made 
of puncheon or split logs, w ith the split side turned upwards. The roof was 
made by gradually drawing in the tops to the ridge pole and on cross pieces 
laying the clapboards, which, being several feet in length, instead of being 
nailed were held in place by poles laid on them called weight poles, reaching 
the length of the cabin. For- a fireplace a space was cut out of the logs on one 
side of the room, usually about six feet in length, and three sides were built 
up of logs, making an offse* in the wall. This was lined w ith stone w hen con- 
venient : if not. then earth. The flue or upper part of the chimney was built 
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of small split sticks, two and a half or three feet in length, carrying a little 
>pacc alxjve the roof, plastered over with clay, and when finished was called 
a "cat and play chimney." The door space was also made by cutting ;m 
aperture in one side of the room of a required size, the door itself being made 
• ■I clapboards secured by wooden pins to two crosspieces. The hinges were 
also of wood, while the fastenings consisted of a wooden latch, catching on a 
hook of the same material. To open the door from the outside, a strip of 
buckskin was tied to the latch and drawn through a hole a few inches above 
the latch bar. so that on pulling the string the latch was lifted from the catch 
or hook and the door was opened without further trouble. To lock the door, 
it was only necessary to pul' the string through the hole to the inside. Here 
the family lived and here the guests and wayfarer were made welcome. The 
living room was of a good size, but to a large extent it was all — kitchen, bed- 
room, parlor and arsenal, with flitches of bacon and rings of dried pumpkins 
>u>pended from the rafters. In one comer were the loom and other imple- 
ments used in the manufacture of clothing, and around the ample fireplace 
were collected the kitchen furniture. The clothing lined one side of the sleep- 
ing apartment, suspended from pegs driven into the logs Hemp and flax 
•a ere generally raised and a few sheep kept. Out of these the clothing for the 
family and the sheets and coverlets were made by the females of the house. 
' >ver the door was placed the trusty rifle and just back of it hung the powder 
r. rn and hunting pouch. I;- the well-to-do families, or when crowded on the 
ground floor, a loft was sometimes made to the cabin for a sleeping place 
and the storage of traps and articles not in common use. The loft was reached 
by a ladder secured to the wall. Generally the l>ed rooms were separated from 
the living rooms by sheets and coverlets suspended from the rafters, but until 
the means of making these partition walls were ample thev lived and slept in 
the same room. 

Familiarity with this mode of living did away with much of the discom- 
fort, but as soon as the improvement could be made there was added to the 
ral in an additional room, or a double log cabin, being the "three- faced camp." 
with a log room on each tnd and containing a loft. The furniture in the 
«!»in corresponded with the house itself. The articles used in the kitchen 
•vcre as few and simple as can be imagined. A "dutch oven," or skillet, a 
! »ng-handled frying pan, an iron pot or kettle, and sometimes a coffee pot, 
instituted the utensils of the l)est furnished kitchen. A Httle later, when a 
k t<*ne wall formed the base of the chimney, a long iron "crane" swung in the 
chimney place, which on its pot-hook carried the tailing kettle or heavy iron 
f>jt. The cooking was all done on the fireplace and at the fire, and the style of 
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cooking was as simple as the utensils. Indian or corn meal w as the common 
flour, which was made into "pone" or corn "dodger" or "hoe cake," as the 
occasion or variety demandtd. Now the "pone" and the "dodger" was baked 
in the dutch oven, which was first set on a bed of glowing coals. When the 
oven was filled with the dough, the lid, already heated on the fire, was placed 
on the oven and covered with hot embers and ashes. When the bread was 
done it was taken from the oven and placed near the fire to keep warm while 
some other food was being prepared in the same oven for the forthcoming 
meal. The "hoe cake" was prepared in the same way as the "dodger," that is, 
a stiff dough was made of meal and water and, taken as much as could well 
be held in both hands, it was molded into the desired shape by being tossed 
from hand to hand, then laid on a board or flat stone, placed at an angle be- 
fore the fire and patted down to the required thickness. In the fall and early 
winter, cooked pumpkin was added to the meal dough, giving a flavor and 
richness to the bread not obtained by the modern methods. In the oven from 
which the bread was taken the venison was then fried, and in winter 
lye hominy, made from the unbroken grains of corn, added to the frugal 
meal. The woods abounded in honey and of this the early settlers had an 
abundance the year round. For some years after the settlement was made the 
corn meal formed a staple commodity for bread. 

These simple cabins were inhabited by kind and true-hearted people. 
They were strangers to mock modesty and the travelers seeking lodgings 
for the night, or desirous of spending a few days in the community, if willing 
to accept the rude offering, were always welcome, although how they were dis- 
posed of at night the reader may not easily imagine, for, as described, often 
a single room would be made to serve for all rooms and all living conven- 
iences, and many families consisted of six or eight persons. 

This, and more of privation, was endured in the fifties and early sixties 
in this and all adjoining counties. The pioneer days for North America have 
forever gone — these things cannot ever occur again. 
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TOPOGRAPHY AND GKOl.OGY. 

Hardin county is one of Iowa's beautiful prairie subdivisions. Its sur- 
face i> usually gently rolling. The most thoroughly prairie section of the 
canity is in the southwest, which, of course, was the last to he settled on 
accuunt of the lack of timber, which was one of the first things sought after 
"A water was found by the early day laud seeker. 
Along the Iowa river the land is more broken and w as originally heavily 
timbered and the first to be occupied by the pioneer band. 

Most of the streams have deep channels, thoroughly draining the sur- 
face of the surrounding country. At an early day the country in the north- 
ern part of the county, west from Alden. along the line of the Illinois 
« .intra! railroad, had many ponds and marshes. The >oil is ,»f a rich black 
i .ni >,i great depth and unusual fertility, equal to any and much richer than 
:u,m;, counties in Iowa. 

Along some of the streams drift gravel appear, m abundance along the 
: 1ml a short distance back are covered with the richest of soil. The 
[»voi river and tributaries furnish an excellent water supply and also a nat- 
drainage. This stream, in places, flows tpiite rapidly, and at an ordinary 
•"<e water is .ib-uit one hundred feet wide. In many places the shores 
v h' s '',\ and rocky, in some instances rising boldly s. ,me fifty or sixty feet 
mi iie'g!:t. In an early day the streams furnished a good water-power, but 
- '.lie county has long been settled and the surface broken up. and because 
; - cr climatic changes, the water supply has diminished materially and 
: i- n t nearly s,, good ; s a (|uarter and half century ago. 

Due of the chief tributaries of the Iowa is the South Fork, which enters 
•■• 1 vinty near the northwest corner and passes southeasterly, forming a 
' ■ : ii with the main stream in Union township, thus watering and draiu- 
■>■■: a l.iiL'e p< >rti« »n of the county. It has numerous branches, including the 
i I : n ainl Heaver creeks. These streams are all clear, bright, pure water 
■'ir^v supplied In springs Besides the many springs in this count v. are 
; «• thousands of well* obtained at no great depth. On the prairies fiom 
' eiity to twenty-five feet gets a good well of water. 
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In 1882 it was carefully estimated that about one-tenth of the county 
was covered with timber of a native growth. The heaviest timber was along 
the Iowa river, while beautiful groves were to be found growing in all their 
beauty and freshness on the South Fork and on Tipton and Honey creeks. 
The varieties were of different oaks, walnut, butternut, hard and soft maple, 
hickory, elm, hackberry, linn, ash, cottonwood, birch, cedar and cherry. Be- 
low Steamboat Rock, on the Iowa river, were found growing a few trees of 
white pine, that had obtained a growth of sixty or more feet in height. Sev- 
eral houses in this county v ere erected from these old pine trees — landmarks 
of pre-settlement days. 

Of the wild fruits that served well to provide the settler with healthful 
delicacies in their season may be named the wild crab, wild grapes, plums, 
red and black berries, strawberries and the ever sour, but greatly used, wild 
gooseberry. 

Among the ornamental shrubs may be named the hazel, sumach, elder 
and prickly ash. The white birch, a highly ornamental tree, was found 
growing along the Iowa river. This and the white pine and cedar were an- 
nually sought out and carried to adjoining counties as ornamental trees. 

GEOLOGY OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

Dry as is the study of geology to the average person, it has its inter- 
esting and valuable features in a work designed to give a true record of the 
county, showing what was once deemed great discoveries, and which, with 
later advices, show the general geological formation of the earth at given lo- 
calities. The first man to delve into the earth of Iowa as a scientific geologist 
was David Dale Owen, who worked in Iowa. Wisconsin and Minnesota for 
the government. His reports were published in 1852. Then came the work 
of James Hall, of Xew York state, who published a report on Iowa in 1858, two 
volumes. In 1866 Prof. Charles A. White, of Iowa, was appointed state 
geologist, his first published reports being issued in 1870. 

The two sub-stratas vhich most interest the masses are the coal and 
clay measures of the county Of the cold fields of Hardin county let it be 
said that so far they have never yielded a large tonnage and the quality is not 
of the very best, either. Yet much has been done to develop the mining in- 
terests in years gone by. Coal was first discovered on the Iowa river near 
the present town of Kldora and at Steamboat Rock, by the first pioneers. 
Abraham Grimsley. the first man to operate a blacksmith shop in Hardin 
county, set up his shop under an oak tree in 185 1 . and he secured his coal 
from the neighborhood. What he used he secured from the bed of the river. 
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Early in the fifties S. B. Moran arrived at Kldora in the month of October 
and remained all night at the cabin home of Mr. Hulbert. who had a tin 
•shop. During the evening the topic under discussion was fuel, and Mr. 
Moran. being informed of the coal discovery here, started out the next morn- 
ing to investigate for himself. The following winter he. in company with 
his brother Wesley, secured considerable coal for the use of the blacksmith 
shop named. In the summer of 1854 he purchased forty-seven acres of land 
a mile and one-half to the north of Eldora and began mining for the markets 
the following winter. He was followed soon by James Buckner, and he by 
Edwin Fuller. As soon as this coal deposit was made known teams flocked 
in from Independence, Cedar Rapids, Delhi, Waverly and other remote points, 
a distance of more than a hundred and twenty-five miles. These three men's 
coal mines were well known all over northern and eastern Iowa. 

Geologist C. A. White, in his state reports. sj)oke of the Hardin county 
coal fields as follow s : 

"The Iowa coal field makes an abrupt bend to the southward in Hardin 
county. The coal measure strata are found exposed in the valley of the Iowa 
river at intervals from the point where it enters to where it leaves the county; 
but it is in the immediate vicinity of Eldora that the fullest development of 
them has been observed, and where only a workable bed of coal has been 
i<m<\ within the county limits. These strata are seen at several points to 
re<t directly upon those of sub-carboniferous formation age. 

"The position of the exposures of these coal strata, so much to the north- 
eastward of a line indicating the general trend of the border c f the coal field, 
^Rgests that the Eldora coal region may possibly be a large outlier from 
the main field, similar to, but not so far removed as. the coal measure lying 
between Muscatine and Davenport. The Eldora mines, however, are of great 
importance and value. Different parties have mined coal here for a number 
f -'' years, supplying the local demand only. But of more recent years the 
Kldora Coal Company has mined on a more extensive scale, shipping over the 
Central railmad of Iowa and the Dubuque and Sioux City lines west and east 
'rom Ackley. At the various points where this bed has been mined it meas- 
ures about four feet in thickness. It is believed that another better bed will 
be discovered farther down. 

"Some excellent potteries have been established at Eldora, using the 
flay >>om the bed which underlies this coal measure. At Iowa Falls especially 
'* the limestone strata of a;i excellent quality for both building purposes and 
for lime." 

The above shows how the coal industry was looked upon by men well up 
m scientific research a half century and more ago. Some, but not all. of the 
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golden hopes and bright prospects for realizing from mineral wealth have been 
realized, and some coal has from time to time been taken from the coal beds 
of Hardin county. It may be stated that its discovery was the beginning of 
the scheme which finally rave the country the Iowa Central railway line, 
which was constructed on the sole theory that a vast coal deposit was to be 
unearthed here, and the road was built north to Ackley. It is not now be- 
lieved by the best informed that Hardin county possesses a great quantity of 
good coal. However, the present winter — 1910- 1 1 - there arc further mining 
operations being carried on. and it is said that a twenty-two-inch vein has been 
struck just to the north of F.ldora which bids fair to become of considerable 
importance to its owner. Possibly it will end as did the coal mining opera- 
tions at Hubbard, this conn. v. in 1882-3. when the highest hopes were all too 
soon blasted and the coal did not prove of commercial value, either as to 
grade or amount to be obtained. 

Of the value of the limestone deposit in, the vicinity of Iowa Falls the fol- 
lowing appeared in the early history of Hardin county, published in the early 
eighties, when the quarries had not been developed to near their present extent: 

"The finest quality of this building stone is at Iowa Falls, where a lime- 
stone is easily quarried in unlimited quantities which admits of a finish al- 
most equal to marble. By some one of her mysterious and wonderful pro- 
cesses, nature has lifted up for the use of man eighty feet in thickness of her 
sub-carboniferous limestone strata. It is quarried in blocks of any size de- 
sired and with the utmost ease. Many substantial and neat stone buildings 
have been erected here from this material. It is well adapted for door and 
window caps and sills, as well as other ornamental stone trimmings." 

Some four or rive mile- from Iowa Falls, near Alden, this stone sinks 
below the bed of the river, but reappears at Alden, six miles above Iowa Falls, 
where it is extensively qua' ped and used for building uses. 

At the Capitol at Des Moines, there are on exhibition specimens of over 
thirty minerals coming from one farm near Fldora. This includes stone, coal, 
clays in endless varieties, faces of iron. etc. The clay of this section has a 
great commercial value and at one tune was largely manufactured at Kldora 
and other points in the county. The raw material was at one time shipped to 
distant points and there converted into excellent pottery ware. 

PRE-HISTORIC MOL'NDS. 

Among the numerous • "Indian," or possibly pre-historic race mounds 
found in Iowa, Hardin county has her full share of these strange, possibly 
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never-to-be- fully solved upraised spots which it is supposed were fashioned by 
a race long extinct. But for what purpose, no one knows. These mounds 
ma} have been made as the work of religionists, w ho brought the earth from 
various sections and made these well defined mounds, as the soil is not of the 
same geological makeup as that of the general surface of the country near 
them. In this county hut few mounds, after having been examined internally, 
asclose anything that would lead one to fancy them a burial ground, or in 
fact a place for secreting am thing— simply mounds of earth w ell rounded 
am! fashioned, and situated in groups along the streams of the county. 

Besides the mounds in Clay township elsewhere noted, there are within 
-fttinri 5. Fldora township, twelve mounds, all on high points on level ground. 
• n the eastern bluffs overlooking the Iowa river. These were formerly sur- 
M-wled by forest trees a foot and more in diameter, oaks. etc. These mounds 
are oval in shape and well worn by the elements. Some have been explored 
l»m nothing of note found 'herein. These mounds are from eighteen to thirty 
"v;'te< high, the twelve mounds being in groups of three or four each, on the 
ca*t side of the river, like a chain of forts, but made for w hat purpose no one 
can conjecture. 

ON AN INDIAN MOUND.* 

A white man o;-.me to my home today. 

And stood 01* its roof and sighed. 
As his far-glance followed the sun s red ray 

Over the prairies wide. 

Over the prairies wide, 

Where my warriors used to roam; 
And found in f*!l the green expanse 

Not a living Indian home. 

Not a single Indian home; 

But In forgotten mounds, where the rank grass waves, 
In fields where, the tramping herds may roam, 

Here are scores of Indian graves. 

Our name, our race are known no more. 

And learned ones, raking among our bones. 
Question what manner of men we were; 

And guess our story from craven stones. 



•This mound, with the chieftain presumably inside of it. is on a bluff overlooking 
the Iowa river, about two miles eaat of Eldora. on the Dr. Myron Underwood farm. 

Mmhali. wife of Dr. George L. Marshall, who wrote the above poem while she 
ll v *J In Eldora, Is the writer of many charming stories, many of them for the young, 
•faith have appeared In current periodicals. Her stories contain much of adventure, 
b« are elevated in tone. Her style of prose is sparkling, like her speech. There is 
whin* of morbid introspection In her stories, nor of mere dissection of character. She 
rather weaves into them much of the wholesome out-of-door life and travel which she so 
lovo* The scenes of some of her best stories are among the Rocky mountains, wlicie 
«he has ipent several years, depicting pioneering, hunting, trapping and adventure. 
The (It lea of two of her best books are "The Wyoming Girls," and the "Girl Ranchers " 
The publishers arc indebted to attorney C. L. Hays, of Eldora. for furnishing the poem 
»nd description of the Indian mounds of Eldora township. 
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I have lain hern long, so long 

That trees rave grown above my head; 
And only the sun and watching stars 

Remember tbe time "ere 1 was dead. 

In all that time no man has come, 

Till the stranger came today 
To muse on that time 'ere we were dumb, 

Lost shadowy fragments of the cast-away. 

And because hr dreamed of that long ago, 

When the trrasure called life was ours, 
I gave ro his thought a thing I know, 

And gloat on through voiceless hours. 

Our spirits, al! from bondage freed, 

No limits know of time or age; 
The future lies before our gaze; we read 

As white men read the printed page. 

God is just. Your work will be done. 

The mighty, the conquering race shall pass 
Under the light of the coming sun; 

Shall pass ai'd be gone, as the fading grass. 

In your own fa'se hearts, in your own hands, 

Lies that that shall make your strength wax cold 

And the power that lay the white man low, 
Is the white man's love ok ooi.d. 

Carrie L. Marshall. 

potter's clay, etc. 



The following - was w ritten about 1880: "Fire clay of a superior quality 
is found in great abundance underlying the coal and in patches by itself. On 
Judge Porter's farm, three miles east of Kldora. on the prairie, a bank opened 
and worked bv the employes of the Cedar halls Pottery exposes a working 
face of fourteen feet in thickness. The quality of clay for potters' use is 
pronounced next to that of New Jersey. The ware made from this clay is of 
a verv fine close mixture, and when struck by steel emits sparks like a flint. 
Cooking utensils made of it are used over the fire like iron. 

"Potteries have been put up at different parts of the country, within the 
past three vears. all drawing their supplies from this quarter, hauling the clay 
fifty miles in some instances. 

"The manufacture of -tone ware and fire brick, where fuel is so cheap, 
will ultimately be carried on to a large extent." 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER VI. 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 

Counties, like states and nations, have a government peculiar to them- 
selves and are quite largely what the people make them. Although the state 
fi.xc> a standard, and in the main the counties must run their local affairs 
according to the state standard, yet men have different ways of doing things, 
hence cne set of county officials have one system and another set of officials 
another, in the matter of keeping records. The system and methods have of 
later years come to be nearer uniform, owing to strict laws in Iowa and the 
annual meeting of county officials throughout the state, who meet and discuss 
the affairs of their special office ; for example, the annual meeting of sheriffs, 
at some convenient place, usually at Des Moines, compare notes and then sug- 
gest to the next Legislature changes in the running of that office. Other 
county officials do likewise, hence the best methods have come to obtain. The 
writer has had to do with the records in many counties and in many states of 
this Union, but in no section of the country has he found so complete a sys- 
tem of keeping accounts, especially the reports of schools and the election 
records, which in many states are so illy kept that three years after an election 
a stranger cannot possibly determine who was elected and what the majorities 
were at such election. It seems that in all things good Iowa affords the best. 

In Hardin county, after the organization had been permanently effected, 
the affairs of the county were turned over to the hands of the county judge, — 
the man with almost unlimited powers, — who administered affairs until the 
abolishment of that office and the creation of the board of county supervisors, 
which body, as before noted, was composed of one member from each civil 
township from 1861 to 187 1, when the state authorized the change from so 
large a number of members on the board to three. These three represented 
the county by districts, same as today. 

After January t, 1861, when the supervisor system went into effect, at 
the first board meeting held in Eldora. January 7th, the credentials of the 
following supervisors-elect were filed: T. N. Hauser, Union township; J S. 
Hadley, Providence township; A. E. Arnold, Hardin township; Madison 
( jreer. Jackson township; A. Mclntyre, Pleasant township; Nelson Gibbs. 
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Aklen township; Luther Xott. Pleasant township; L. E. Campbell, Clay town- 
ship; G. McMillan, Ellis township; J. D. Gourley, Eldora township; A. G. 
Barnum, Etna township. 

On the classification of members, drawn by lots, some drew the one and 
others the two-year terms. 

The clerk of the district courts, ex-officio clerk of the board, was James 
Speers, who was required to furnish a bond for the sum of four thousand 
dollars. This, the first session of the newly created board was indeed a very 
busy one and much importrnt business was attended to, including passing a 
resolution directing the clerk to enter into a contract with \V. P. Hepburn 
(now the ex-congressman from southwestern Iowa, so well known as "Pete" 
Hepburn) to act as agent ?nd to proceed to W ashington, D. C. and there 
prosecute the claims of this county in the matter of swamp land scrip and 
money. He was to receive two per cent, on the value of such lands and claims 
actually secured for Hardin county. 

At the June session o f 1861. the first act of the board was to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of James Speers. J. M. Boyd received the ap- 
pointment. The board also at that date fixed the probable expense of running 
the county affairs another fiscal year at six thousand six hundred dollars. The 
committee on equalization of taxes on land in the various townships reported 
the following: Alden, $2.77 per acre; Eldora. $3.97 per acre: Ellis, $4.02 
per acre; Jackson. $3.00 per acre; Tipton, $2.55 per acre: Clay, $360 per 
acre; Providence. $_\88 pe-- acre: Union. $4.02 per acre: Hardin. $3.02 per 
acre; Pleasant. $3.00 per acre; Etna. $3.00 per acre. 

In July. 1 861 . at a special meeting, the board appropriated one hundred 
and fifty dollars "to furnish suitable clothing for the military company known 
as the Union Guards." Three hundred dollars was also appropriated to assist 
in equipping a company known as the '"Hardin County Cavalry."' providing the 
company should be mustered into the United States service. For many other 
war appropriations the reader is referred to the Military chapter of this work. 
The chief business of the b< aid during the four years in- which the Civil war 
was raging in the South, was to attend to the wants and necessities of the 
"war widows" and families and look out for the question of bounties to 
volunteers, etc.. doing as little as possible towards attemj ^ig to make real 
improvements in the county, for the war for the Union was uppermost in the 
minds of all loyal citizens, who thought more of an undivided country than of 
good wagon roads, bridges rnd court houses. 

Things went on after a routine fashion until the county-seat contest 
came up for adjustment, and this was indeed a perplexing question. This 
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natter i> gone into in detail under the heading of "County Seat Contest," 
iitnce nil! he omitted from the proceedings of the hoard here. 

While J. D. (ionrley was acting' as county treasurer, the office was broken 
into, the safe blown up ami the count) money taken to a large amount. Set- 
tlement had been made with Mr. (ionrley and bondsmen, hut later the hoard 
; i-ol a resolution and commenced suit against him. Hon. K. \V. Kastman 
whn employed to prosecute for the county. This resolution was passed by the 
loanl in 1807. 

At the September session of the hoard steps were taken to provide a 
-uttahle jail. Five thousand dollars being the largest sum the hoard could 
appropriate without putting it to a vote of the people, the question was sub- 
mitted at the following annual election. The measure failed of carrying. 

The social board meeting of March. 1868. was one of uncommon in- 
terest and no little excitement prevailed among the taxpayer*. The district 
0 v.:rt at a session in Grundv county had just handed down its opinion to the 
effect that the county seat should be located at Point Pleasant. A committee 
«3n selected to ascertain if suitable offices could be procured at that place for 
the transaction of county business and the report made was that rooms could 
had for a term of five years for the consideration of one dollar. The chair- 
man of the board was instructed to sign such a lease. A committee was 
f':en appointed to remove the books and general effects of the various county 
■"Vice? to Point Pleasant. Put before the June session of the board, when the 
1 ■ k< were snpjxised to all l>c removed to the new county seat, an injunction 
had 1k,,i served on the chairman of the board, and also the clerk, against the 
removal i As to the outcome see "'County Seat Contest." ) 

At the session just named the board took action concerning the grow th of 
t'-'vler. fruit trees, shade trees and hedges, pursuant to an act of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Another work of importance was the appointing of a committee to ascer- 
if a suitable location could be procured for a poor farm for Hardin 

1 mtv, and to report the cost, terms of pawnent. etc.. at the next meeting. 

' .".e committee w a* composed of Messrs. Carr. Pritchard and Durham. 

At the June session. 1870. De Ro\ KJIsworth offered the following rc-o- 
'" 1 n. uhich was adopted : 

"K'eM.lved. that the auditor be authorizer] t<» issue a proclamation. >ti!i- 

! ** ^ to a vote of the legal voters of the county at the ensuing election, the 
f^ 1 ',] ,,f prohibiting the >ale of ale. wine and beer." 
The vote op the board -tood nine for and four against the proposition 
The (icneral Assembly having provided for the funding of the debts of 
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the several counties in the commonwealth, where the amount was over five 
thousand dollars, and in counties having a population of three thousand, the 
board passed a resolution providing for a careful estimate of the indebtedness 
of Hardin county, and the issuance of bonds to cover the entire amount, the 
bonds to run not longer than ten years, with the option of paying off at any 
time within that period. 

The same board passed a resolution inviting propositions for the location 
of the county seat at any point in the county, which invitation was accepted 
by Iowa Falls by agreeing to donate the sum of thirty-two thousand dollars 
toward the erection of suitable buildings. (See "County Seat Contests.") 

At the June session of the board in 1872, Grant township was organized. 

At the September sessiY.n, that year, the auditor was instructed to issue a 
proclamation for a vote for or against the appropriation of eight thousand 
dollars for the purchase of a poor farm for the use of the county, the question 
to be submitted at the October election. The question was voted down. 

At the July meeting of the board, it was agreed that a contract should be 
entered into with J. \V. Hartwell for the erection of a vault, and with the Hall 
Safe & Lock Company to furnish doors, window frames, shutters and sash for 
the same, at a total cost of eight hundred and thirty-seven dollars. The con- 
tractor for some reason failed to do the work and it was awarded to Henry 
Weaver, in September that year, at two hundred and sixteen dollars. 

At the January, 1875, term of the county board, the question of the poor 
farm purchase came up again and it was again submitted to the voters at the 
ensuing October election, resulting favorably by a vote of six hundred and 
fifty-three to four hundred and thirty-two. Proposals were then sent out by 
the board, to be submitted in January, 1876. 

Isaac S. Moore and wife were appointed as superintendent and matron 
of the poor house, at a combined salary of four hundred dollars. The trustees 
of the various townships were notified then to send their paupers to the poor 
house. 

At the same session it was ordered that the auditor advertise for sealed 
proposals for a county poor farm, to consist of eighty acres or more. 

At the June session the board ordered the purchase of the east half of 
the southwest quarter of section 26. township 88. range 20. of L. F. Wisner, 
for the sum of one thousand one hundred dollars and S. F. Benson was ap- 
pointed a committee to complete plans and specifications for the poor house and 
to let contract, and to employ a competent superintendent. He was also in- 
structed to have from twenty to forty acres of land broken up on the newly 
purchased property. 
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At the September session in 1K80. Hon. John Porter was appointed by 
the hoard to prosecute all persons violating the liquor law especially, and all 
offenders against the peace and dignity of the county. 

In 1882 a petition signed by sixty citizens of Iowa Falls asking that 
telephonic communication be established between the county seat and the 
various towns of the count',, was presented to the board; also a proposition 
ir^in the telephone company, proposing to place the court house in telephonic 
communication with the outside towns in Hardin county at a yearly rental of 
thirty-six dollars for each instrument. John Rath, as chairman of the board, 
was authorized to accept the proposition. 

Iowa Falls township was created from parts of Hardin township at the 
June. 1882, session. 

From the last date natrcd. the business has been mostly routine county 
"'uHncss. aside from the work of providing for and erecting the present court 
b>u-e and jail in 1892-3; tht building of hundreds of bridges; the laying out 
am! changing of highways, caring for the poor of the county, etc. As a gen .Ma I 
'.i!e the affairs of Hardin county have been w isely and honestly carried on. 
i".it here, as in other counties, designing office holders have occasionally been 
a detriment to good county government. Some such cases are noted w ithin 
this chapter. 

COUNTY TREASURY ROBBED. 

Hardin county met with a financial loss in August. 1S65. by reason of 
the rohljery of thirteen thousand dollars from the safe in the county treas- 
urer's office, the same having been broken into on the night of the 14th of 
the month just mentioned, by parties who were never apprehended or even 
ki'"VHi. The work was evidently that of one quite skilled in the art of safe 
'"aiimg. \ hole was drilled and powder inserted, and the huge hinges of the 
'arge county safe were blown off free and clean from the safe. When know n, 
! e f"l!i>umg morning, the sheriff formed a posse of citizens and they scoured 
■''f omnty to discover the burglars. Some days later a few papers were 
r,| wid near Union, this county, which were known to have been in the county 
'afe Detectives from Chicago were employed, but so well had the thieves 
"verod their tracks that not another trace could l>e found of their work or 
'I'-cir whereabouts. 

DEFALCATION OF AUDITOR D. H. MOKSK. 

Hardin county, with other counties in our commonwealth, has suffered bv 
re.iMiii of men in public office who have lacked the true traits of manly charac- 
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ter which the people believed they possessed when they placed them in office 
to transact their business for them. In this particular case, county auditor D. 
B. Morse, who served from January i, 1876. to January 1, 1878, was the 
man who went back on his cnce fair name and became a defaulter to the people 
in the sum of three thousand six hundred dollars. When elected no man 
stood higher in the estimation of the people than he who became the de- 
faulter; he was a member in good standing in the church, in which he bore 
well his duties, all believing him to be an upright Christian gentleman. 

About two months after his term of office had expired, the new county 
auditor, Stephen W'hited (who still remains an honored citizen of Eldora). in 
loc'-ing over the books in his office discovered numerous entries in connection 
with the school fund of the county which were not charged on the treasurers 
books, as required to make the accounts balance. It appears that parties who 
had borrowed from the school fund had paid the auditor, but he had never 
turned over the full amount to the county treasurer. In this way he had col- 
lected ten thousand dollars ?.nd had failed to turn in to the county treasurer 
the sum of three thousand five hundred and ninety-eight dollars and nine 
cents After making this discovery, Mr. W'hited at once informed the treas- 
urer, and the two officers went through their combined books (which must 
agree), when it was determined that a defalcation had been worked by Mr. 
Morse. The board of county supervisors (Patterson, Davis and Wright) 
were notified, who held a meeting March 12 and 13. 1878, when they sifted 
the whole matter and the guilt of Morse was established beyond a doubt. 

Morse was notified to appear and explain his conduct. Me did so, ex- 
plaining that he had appropriated' money not belonging to him, and that he 
had accommodated a friend, whom he refused to name, and that friend had 
failed to repay him in time to meet his own maturing paper. He implicated 
no other county official in this matter. 

The supervisors at once had him arrested. Within two minutes after the 
necessary papers had been made out. the deputy sheriff went to his house, but 
was too late. As soon as dismissed by the supervisors. Morse went home and 
wrote a letter to one of his bondsmen, telling him that he was not liable for 
the defalcation, and then tied the country. 

Two hundred dollars was offered by the board as a reward for his 
arrest. Cards were sent throughout the state, with a photograph of Morse. 
At the next term of court the grand jury found a true bill of indictment 
against him. for issuing false certificates, etc. The case being called in district 
court, was tried, and judgment rendered against him, but no property could 
be found to make same good to the county. 
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After being absent al cuit six weeks. Morse returned to his home and 
gave himself up to the shcirT. but was released on bail. At the spring term 
of the district court, in 1879. ne uas tric«l . found guilt)' and sentenced to six 
months in the county jail. He appealed the case to the supreme court, w hich 
tribunal sustained the district court's decision, and January 5. 1880. Morse 
was committed to jail, where he remained until June 4. 1880. when he was 
released. 

Owing to the law, the county lost a part of the defalcation and the 
balance, after some considerable litigation, was collected from the bondsmen 

DEFALCATION OK TREASURER P. J. CO WAX. 

In 1885 it was found by an investigation of the accounts of the outgoing 
county treasurer, P. J. Cowan, that he had gone wrong and misappropriated 
county funds to the extent of about nine thousand dollars. His bondsmen 
were notified and, after a long-draw n-out contest in the matter, the case, which 
hail been referred to the courts to be tried in Boone district, was finally brought 
hack to Hardin county, before Hon. D. D. Miracle, which court decided that 
the bondsmen must pay the sum agreed upon w ith themselves and the super- 
visors, which was about seven thousand eight hundred and twelve dollars, 
and in the course of a few months all was paid into the treasury. 

These two are the chief defalcations in Hardin county. 

THE COUNTY POOR FARM. 

Since 1877 Hardin county has cared for her unfortunate poor, as a rule, 
at a poor farm purchased just prior to that date. Nothing speaks better for 
any country than to observe that it has a humane feeling towards this class of 
their citizens and begrudges not the small tax necessary to maintain such an 
institution, where the aged, infirm and helpless may be cared for in a Christian 
manner. 

The first superintendent was Isaac S. Moore, whose salary was four 
hundred dollars, including that of his wife, who acted as matron. The Janu- 
ar . v - '877. report shows that there were then twenty-two paupers needing a 
home. In June, 1877, there was a contract let to D. E. Hughes, to construct 
a [»*>r house on the county farm, the consideration being two thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars and twenty-five cents. The land had been 
bought in 1876, for one thousand one hundred dollars, the same being the 
southwest quarter of section 26. township 88. range 20, owned by L. F. 
Wittier. 
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January i. 1SS1. the npurt shows that there were only eleven inmates 
in the poor house, and during that year twelve inmates were admitted and 
eleven discharged, leaving twelve on the place January i, 1882. 

Other official figures >how the population of this institution at the present 
time as well as other matter-; pertaining to the county farm. 

In 1909, the la>t report acce«il>le at present, -hows that the total expenses 
that year was $2,053. 40. The salary of the superintendent was $1,000, but 
has been increased to Si. too. The items run a< follows: Steward. $1,095.75; 
clothing. $34.-? 1 : repairs. $235.95; fuel. 5 1 ; provisions. $384.34; tiling, 

building, lumber and grain. $91. }-3&: medicines. $30.35. 

The farm now contain*; one hundred and twenty acres and is almost, if 
not finite, self-sustaining. The original buildings, with some improvements, 
still serve. Electric lights and water supply have been added, making it a 
first-class institution. There are about a dozen inmates at the county farm 
at this date, 191 1. 

In 1885 it was found necessary to provide an eight hundred and fifty 
dollar addition to the poor house for the safe keeping of the insane inmates. 

PROPERTY VALUATIONS IX I909-IO. 



Valuations. 



Assessment District. 


Lands. 


Lots. 


Persona!. 


Total. 




. ...$ 272.113 


$133. 3° 1 


$ 154.730 


$ 671.444 




433.M4 


3'7-5/U 


219.576 


1. 15^4/8 


Alden 


396.244 


69.322 


80.687 


645,666 




262.303 


10.348 


33-O-V 


3-'9-*73 


EPis 






2 5.<)o6 
3*o89 


300.295 
33°.<>->5 






3-554 






24.633 


33-^7 


367. ' 3- 






204.343 


281,244 


»2ixo^7 




200. } 10 


1.692 


2^.] 22 


302,0 JO 






49.402 


7 ' . n 7 s 


409.736 






41.618 


62.248 


420,658 






5.649 


36.681 


33 < -5-9 








3 1 .860 
51.492 


286.257 
339.603 




. . . . 274.^7 


1 1. 64 1 








93.765 






. . . .$4,180,815 


$928,921 


$1,241,821 


$7-221.45' 
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. OCR T II.»C-1 MI-IOKV. 

hi Hardin, as in most other couniies. tin- hiM-ry ot the erection an. I 

ftouni: (Vr the county buildings, the court homes, etc.. "has lieen of no little 
'it 'ft*'! u> the taxpayers a:.<l to the public in general. "It still makes s^ood 
rr.v!i«tir." as wa> recently remarked by one of the citizens who has ^ .ne 
• ■ u"li the county scat hull's here and lived to see the splendid court house 
n cv mihlic square at Kld.»ra. 

When the countv was organized the scat of justice was fixed at Kl-h-ra. 
■a was laid out with that end in view. and numerous lots were sold lor 
i-n-f-e "f raising money with which to erect suitable county offices. A 
- .!! frame InnMni- built tor this use and served until it burned in 

:>:j -r 1S55. Then, a- later, the county <e;it usually went where the people 
;'< put up the most for the erection of the court house. After the abo\c 
-ou-.ned fire, of course, m order to hold the county s C; ,t. which was badly 
. \ hv several other points in Hardin county, the citizens of Kldora had 
: .v en thenisehes and raise funds with which to rebuild a court house, 
k in- the hlcralih of KM iraites was shown in that they donated the means 
••-h ulnch to erect a new building, being assisted to the extent of about one 
ihr.^M dollars |, v ,l u . countv fuiul. This- building stood ju<t east of where 
r stands the imposing temple of justice on the public square. W ith a few 
••'• ! f..iis. vaults, etc.. the second court house served the county until the pies- 
' -f-erure was provided 111 1S0J-3. 

• o--der to procure the pre-eut building, another fight was on hand. tor. 
'-.■<• alu-ad\ been seen inner the head of ,, (.*ounty Seat t'. itm-l." Iowa I alls 
■ ■■;>■:■ points wanted the prize. Kwa Kails offered to give thirty-two 
dollars toward a new court house, providing it should be located 
v i-re hi order to meet this, the Kldorahcs had to again come to the rescue 
'!'• sehscriptions amounting to about f"it\ th- .lwmd dollars. I his. with the 
' ■••'•■ '.liou-aml do r lai*s appropriate* 1 b\ a vote of the citizens of the 0 -m;t \ . 
11 ' - ;i -ul'icieiit amount to erect the present magmliceiit budding, which, with 
•i •'<-• unpio,, enients added, has served well and is but little the wor-e tor the 
s »» Ins lren in Use. The special election held in March. tS'il. to decide 
' ■ ' M oji ,,f taxing the people the >um of twenty thousand! dollars had this 
;<!'• .| 11 .sjtiou : 

"Shall there U- appropriated from the county treasury n>v said purpose, 
fii'iin 0,1 hand, the -urn of twentv thoiisan.l dollars to be Used in addition 
r ■ '\<\ in connection wuh the torn thousand dollars subscribed by the citizens 
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of Eldora. for said purpose" (that of erecting a court house and jail at El- 
dora). 

At this exciting election the following is the record, and showing as it 
does the sentiment in various sections of Hardin county, it will here be in- 
serted by precincts: 

For Against 
Townships. Proposition. Proposition. 

Etna 236 68 

Hardin 2 590 

Alden 113 77 

Buckeye 14 52 

Ellis 1 119 

Jackson 76 60 

Clay 156 19 

Eldora 561 1 

Pleasant 117 30 

Tipton 26 214 

Sherman 101 54 

Concord 33 5 

dram [6 "2 

Providence 211 5 

Union 186 73 



Total 1 ,849 1 .429 

Majority for 420 

After this election nothing remained to do but contract for a new and 
suitable court house and jail. 

When the town was platted the present court house square was donated 
for public square or park purposes and the first county buildings, the court 
house and jail, such as they were, were situated directly across the street to 
the east of the present court house. 

The citizens having subscribed and thus guaranteed forty thousand dol- 
lars and the people voting the twenty thousand dollars for court house and 
jail purposes, the board of county supervisors, at a meeting held August 12. 
1 891. contracted with J. F. Atkinson to erect the present court house for the 
sum of forty-eight thousand dollars in round figures. The architect was T. U. 
Allen. The corner stone was laid April 20. 1892. with impressive Masonic 
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ceremonies, and in it were placed many documents, including a very detailed 
and accurate history of the court houses in the county written by ex-County 
Auditor Stephen Whited, who failed to retain a copy of same, hence, being 
sealed in this solid masonry, it has been lost to present view. The new court 
house was completed and formally accepted by the board of county supervisors 
January 30, 1893. 

The jail was completed in September and accepted on the 19th day of 
that month in 1893, having been contracted for on May 1st of the same year. 
It includes a good residence for the sheriff and family. Its cost was less than 
seven thousand dollars. It was erected of brick, on the site of the old court 

house. 

In July, 1893, a contract was let for the cement walks about the court 
house grounds at twelve cents per square foot. 

The present court house is well equipped with all modern appliances, 
such as electric lighting, sewerage, toilets, ware and stock rooms, court room, 
inn- rooms, library, a fine heating plant and an endless amount of metallic 
shelves with rollers, to save the marring of heavy record books, letter and 
lull files galore and all that goes to make a first class court house in enlight- 
ened, up-to-date Iowa. The reader's attention is called to the beautiful view of 
this structure within this volume. 



(5) 
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COUNTY, STATE AND NATIONAL REPRESENTATION. 

The following: arc the names of the persons who, from the first organiza- 
tion of county government, have served the people of Hardin county as the 
various officials, elected or appointed, to the present date, 1910. It will include 
county, state and national officeholders representing this county, with the 
dates, as far as can he ascertained from the public records. It also serves, 
in a way. to make known the political complexion in Hardin county through 
the years of its history : 

THE PRESIDENTIAL VOTE. 

1856— John C. Fremont. Rep. . 583 1880— Jas. A. Garfield. Rep.. 2223 

j86o — Abraham Lincoln. Rep. 713 W. S. Hancock, Dem.. 812 

Stephen A. Douglas. J. B. Weaver, G'nb'k.. 115 

Dem 382 1884 — James G. Blaine, Rep.. 2553 

John Bell. Union 3 Grover Cleveland. Dem.1287 

J. C. Breckenridge. Dem. 2 1892 — Benj. Harrison, Rep... 2665 

,864 — Abraham Lincoln. Rep. 815 Grover Cleveland, Dem. 1550 

Geo. B. McClellan. Dem. 305 1896 — William McKinley, Rep-3573 

,868— U. S. Grant. Rep 1586 William J. Bryan. Dem. 1566 

Horatio Seymour. Dem . 535 1900 — William McKinley. Rep-3/33 

,872—1'. S. Grant. Rep 1789 William J. Bryan. Dem. 1266 

Horace Greeley. Lib... 502 1904 — Theo. Roosevelt. Rep. .3043 

Charles O'Connor. Dem. 14 Alton B. Parker. Dem . . 752 

1876 — R. B. Hayes. Hep 2172 1908— William H. Taft, Rep.. 3123 

S. J. Tilden. Dem 980 W. J. Bryan, Dem 1187 

Peter Cooper, G'nb'k.. 149 

GOVERNORS. 

1857— Ralph P. Lowe. Rep. . . 435 Wm. H. Merrit, Dem. . 250 

B. M. Samuels. Dem.. 289 1863— Wm. M. Stone. Rep... 681 

1859— S. J. Kirkwood. Rep. . . 645 James M. Tuttle, Dem. . 3°7 

A. C. Dodge. Dem.... 459 1865— Wm. M. Stone, Rep... 77 2 

1861— S. J. Kirkwood, Rep. . 552 T. H. Benton, Jr., Dem. 334 
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1867— Samuel Merrill, Rep... 1076 
1869— Samuel Merrill. Rep. . . 1 132 

George Gillaspy, Dem. . 337 
1871— C. t. Carpenter, Rep.. 1 198 

J. C. Knapp. Dem .... 340 
l8 73— C. C. Carpenter, Rep. . . 1252 

Jacob Vale, Anti-Mon. 813 
1875-S. J. Kirkwood. Rep.. 1602 

Shepherd Leffler. Dem- 
I*"s , 793 

Rev. J. H. Lozier, Pro. -\\ 
'877-John H. Geer, Rep.... 1492 

John P. Irish. Dem.... 661 

D. P. Stubbs, Gbk.... 238 

Klias Jcssup. Pro 154 

'^Q-John H. Geer, Rep. . . . 1870 

H. H. Trimble, Dem. . 671 

D. R- Dungan. Pro ... . 203 

Daniel Camplxdl. Gbk . . 113 
1881 — B. R. Sherman, Rep... 1,30 

L G. Kinnie, Dem 192 

^ B. M. Clark. Gbk.... 87 
''\v— B. R. Sherman 

I- G. Kinnie ui^ 

,8 *5- William Larrabee 2 1 98 



C. E. Whiting 

1887 — William Larrabee i<>8<) 

T. J. Anderson 4)74 

1889 — J. W. Hutchinson 2168 

Horace Boies 1300 

1891 — George Van Houten. . . .2545 

S. L. Bestow 1664 

1893— Frank D. Jackson 248; 

Horace Boies 1347 

1895— F. M. Drake 2399 

W. C. Babb 801 

1897 — L. M. Shaw 2620 

F. E. White 801 

1899 — L. M. Shaw 2329 

F. E. White 816 

19 01 — A. B. Cummins 2132 

T. J. Phillips 682 

T 9°3 — A. B Cummins 3571 

J. B. Sullivan \s6 7 

1906 — A. B. Cummins 2625 

C. R. Porter 960 

1908— B. F. Carroll 2^^ 

White 1 133 

19 10 — B. F. Carroll 2709 

C. R. Porter 161 5 



CONGRESSMEN. 



1 ^Timothy Davis. Rep. 
,M ?»-\Villiam Yandever. Rep. 
'^William Yandever. Rep. 
'■^-Jamcs W right. Rep. 



^hael W. Hubbard. Rep. 

A W T * mm 



V Hubbard. Rep. 
^-Charles Pomerov. Rep. 
1 -'"-Jack*,,, Orr. Rep. 
' "-'-H O. fVatt. R t .p. 
'^-H. 0. iva.t. Rep. 

C. Deering. Rep. 



1878 -X. 
1880— N. 
1882 — A. 
1884— A. 
1 886 — D. 
,888—D. 
1890— D. 
,8(,2— D. 
1894 — D. 
1896 — D. 
1898 — D. 



C. Deering, Rep. 
C. Deering. Rep. 
J Holmes. Rep. 
J. Holmes. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
B. Henderson. Rep. 
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1900 — D. B. Henderson, Rep. 
1902 — B. P. Birdsall. Rep. 
1904 — B. P. Birdsall. Rep. 



1906 — B. P. Birdsall. Rep. 
1908 — B. P. Birdsall, Rep. 
1910— C. F. Pickett, Rep. 



STATE SENATORS. 



1856— Aaron Brown. Rep. 
1859 — John Scott, Rep. 

1 861 — J. D. Dana, Rep. 

1862 — C. F. Clarkson. Rep. 
1867— Wells S. Rice. Rep. 

1 87 1— S. G. Winchester. Rep. 
1877— Daniel D. Chase. Rep. 
1 88 1 — J. L. Kamrar. 



1883— Enoch Eastman. 
1885— Dr. M. Underwood. 
1889— E. S. Elleworth. 
1893 — John E. Rowen. 
1897 — Joseph Wallace. 
190 1— F. C. Hartshorn. 
1906 — C. F. Peterson. 
19 10 — D. C. Chase. 



STATE REPRESENTATIVES. 



1856 — Elias Pocock. Rep 

1857— J. L. Dana, Rep. 
1859 — David Hunt. Rep. 

1861 — Alpheus Mclntyer. Rep. 

1861— William J. Moir, Rep. 

1862— W. J. Moir, Rep. 
1865 — M. B. Knapp. Rep. 
1 867 — T. B. Knapp, Rep. 
1869 — Henry Hnff, Rep. 

1 87 1 — L. O. Bliss, Rep. 
1873 — O. B. Chapin, Rep. 
1875 — John Hall. Rep. 
1877— Edward Taylor. Rep. 
1879— C. M. Nagle, Rep. 
1881— C. S. Cook, Rep. 



1 88 1— C. J. Cook. 
1883— S. M. Weaver. 
1885— S. M. Weaver. 
1887— T N. Hansen 

1889— John Dolph. 
1 89 1 — John Dolph. 
l8 93— J- H. Funk. 
^95— J. H. Funk. 
1895— J. H. Funk. 

1890 — M. J. Furry. 
1 90 1 — M. J. Furry. 
1903 — M. J. Furry. 
1905 — William Welden. 
1907 — William Welden. 
1909 — H. A. Huff. 



COUNTY JUDGES. 

This office was in vogre when Hardin county was organized and con- 
tinued until 1868. when it was abolished, with the creation of the county 
auditor system. 



1853— Alexander Smith, Dem. 

1857 — J. W. Jones, Rep. 

1858— Maynard F. Stiles. Dem. 
1 86 1— Ellis Parker, Rep. 



1863— Ellis Parker. Rep. 
1865— Ellis Parker, Rep. 
1867— Ellis Parker, Rep. 



Digitized by Goog 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



69 



COUNTY AUDITORS. 



I pen the abolishment of the office of county judge came the present 
• nice uf auditor, who is also ex -officio clerk of the hoard of county super- 
iors. The following is the complete list who have served in Hardin county 
to date : 



i%— A. E. Arnold, Rep. 
1871— A. E. Arnold. Rep. 
1873— M. Frisbee. Anti-monopoly. 
1S75-D. B. Morse. Rep. 
1877— Stephen Whited, Rep. 
'879-Stephen Whited, Rep. 
'^-Stephen Whited, Rep. 
'%-J. Q. Rathbone. Rep. 

Q. Rathbone, Rep. 
'88/- J. Q. Rathbone. Rep. 



1889— J. M. Stout. 
1892 — J M. Stout. 
,896—0. K. Miller. 
1898— C. E. W elch. 

1890— C. E. Welch. 
1902 — Jay S Newcomer. 
1904 — Jay S. Newcomer. 
1906— R. A. Vigars. 
1908 — R. A. Vigars. 
1910 — E. L. Marriage. 



COLLECTOR AND TREASURER. 

fatnre the present county treasurer system obtained, the offices of trcas- 
■■w and recorder were combined in one office, and before that date the office 



,f c -Hector and 



Hardin 



treasurer was in vogue. The following served as such in 



entity: 1853— Samuel Smith. Dem. 



TREASURER AND RECORDERS. 

I nder the new code of Iowa, the office was changed in 1856 to that of 
treasurer and recorder/' and under that law the following served: 

! s : "~~f Parfloe - Re P- 1 86 1— J. H. Cusack. Rep. 

•^, K - Pardce - i86 3 _J. D. Hunter, Rep. 

•v. - „ tuo officcrs " er e then divided and an office for each was createed. 
"'""wing have served as treasurers: 



COUNTY TREASURERS. 



K ' Cam P"ell. Intl. 
. ' 7-1. E. Campbell. R ep . 

H l~ Solon E. Reason. Rep. 
'*< '-S. F. Reason. Rep. 



1873— S. F. Benson. Rep. 
1875 — Elins Hauser. Rep. 
1877 — Elias J. Hauser. Rep. 
1879— P. J. Cow an. Rep. 
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1 88 1 — P. J. Cowan, Rep. 
1883— S. H. Macy. 
1885— S. H. Macy. 
1887 — James H. Bales. 
1889 — James II. Bales. 
1891 — Mark \V. Moir. 
1893— Mark W. Moir. 



1895— Mark W. Moir. 
189;— H. F. Carter. 
1899 — H. F. Carter. 
1901— II. S. Martin. 
'9°3 — J. B- Bleeker. 
1906 — Barney Starr. 
1910-— J. B. Starr, Jr. 



COUNTY RECORDERS. 



1864 — E. S. Swain. Rep. 
1866 — Samuel S. Waldo. Rep. 
1868— Samuel S. Waldo. Rep. 
1870 — Job Stout, Rep. 
1872 — Job Stout. Rep. 
1874 — Job Stout, Rep. 
1878— Job Stout. Rep. 
1880— J. II . Recce. Rep. 
^82— J. H. Recce. Rep. 
!88 4 — J. H. Recce. 
i88f> — A. M. Caldwell. 



1888 — A. M. Caldwell. 
1890 — A. M. Caldwell. 
1 89 j — S. R. Edgington. 
1896 — S. R. Edgington. 
1898— Charles O. Ryan. 
1900 — Charles O. Ryan. 
1902 — Charles O. Ryan. 
1904 — L. B. Tucker. 
1900—!,. B. Tucker. 
1908 — M. D. Kennedy. 
1 910 — M. D. Kennedy. 



CLERK OF THE COURTS. 



1853 — J. D- Putnam. 

1854 — J D. Gourley, Whig. 
1856 — J. D. Gourley, Rep. 
igt;8 — John M. Scott. Rep. 
i860 — James Spears, Rep. 
1862 — John M. Scott. Rep. 
1864 — R. F. Ripley. Rep. 
jgoY) — R. F. Ripley, Rep. 
1868— S. A. Reed. Rep. 
ig 7 o— J. M. Boyd. Rep. 
1872— J. M. Boyd, Rep. 
1874 — Z. Gilman. Rep. 
1876 — Z. Gilman, Rep. 
1878 — Z. Gilman, Rep. 



1880 — Cady Swain, Rep. 
1882 — A. C. Swain. 
1884— J. K. Millner. 
1886— J. K. Millner. 
1890— J. W. Scott. 
1892 — Frank W. Crockett. 
1896 — John C. Crockett. 
1898 — John C. Crockett. 
1900 — Thomas C. Mcader. 
1902 — Thomas C. Meader. 
1904 — F. M. Lockwood. 
1906 — F. M. Lockwood. 
1910 — F. A. Burlingame. 
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SHERIFFS. 



i*5.i— Thomas Bennett. 
1S56— Henry Fiddler, Rep. 
1^5;— Henry Fiddler, Rep. 
I(S 5°— J- G. Yearick, Rep. 
iShi-J. G. Yearick, Rep. 
1 '^'3 — J- 0. Yearick, Rep. 
|N>7— Xelson Gibbs, Rep. 
i%— N'elson Gibbs, Rep. 
1*71 — Xclson Gibbs, Rep. 
'*73— Al Webb. Anti-monopoly. 
>< V 75-J. M. Boyd. Rep. 
'*77-J M. Boyd, Rep. 
'•V/--W. V. Wilcox, Rep 
>^~W. V. Wilcox. Rep. 



1883— William V- W ilcox. 
1885— Allen Meader. 
1887— Allen Meader. 
1889— Allen Meader. 
189 1— John T. Boy lan. 
1893— John T. Boylan. 
1895— A. \Y. Mitterer. 
1897— A. \Y. Mitterer. 
1899— A. \Y. Mitterer. 
1 90 1— A. \V. Mitterer. 
1903— A. \Y. Mitterer. 
1906 — Thomas Walsh. 
1908 — Thomas Walsh. 
1 9 10— Thomas Walsh. 



COUNTY SURVEYORS. 



> s ^-John Shepherd. 
^'--Gcnrjje P. Griffith, Rep. 
,S . ; 7-J- V Spencer. Rep. 
,s "^ Joseph L. Barnum, Rep. 
^•i-f.eorge P. Griffith. Rep. 
!S ' :>-FJeazer Andrews. Rep. 
lS '-5-H. Andrews, R ep . 
-Judd Bradley. Rep. 



"J J. Schrieber. Rep. 
,y ^-C. W. Scott. Rep. 
,y ~'-C W. Scott. Rep. 

S. McCoy. R C p. 
lS o-G M. Hunt. Rep. 
: ^7-E. P. Stubbs. Rep. 
P. Stubbs. Rep. 



1883— W. A. P. Fberhart. 
1885— W. A. P. Klierhart. 
1887— W. K. P. Fberhart. 
1889— George W. Chapman. 

1 89 1— W. A. P. Klwrhart. 

1892— F. T. Clampitt. 
1803— F. T. Clampitt. 
1895— F. T. Clampitt. 
1897— F. T. Clampitt, 
1899— F T. Clampitt. 
1903— P. H. Schaub. 
1906— S. B. Gardner. 
1908 — S. G. Gardner. 
1910— S. B. Gardner. 



CORONERS. 



u ' Miller - lS ™-°- B Ar «°w- Rc p- 

K,d,ard 1-vnn. Rep. 1861-AIpheus Rowley. Rep. 



72 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



1863— George Pattee, Rep. 
1865 — S. B. Cunningham, Rep. 
1867— S. p - Smith, Rep. 
1869— S. P. Smith, Rep. 
1871 — A. B. Harris, Rep. 
1873 — M. J. Upright, Rep. 

1875 — M. J. Upright, Rep. 

1876 — H. S. Hollingsworth, Rep. 

1877 — M. J. Upright, Rep. 
1879 — F. J. Kalmerton. Rep. 
1883 — Myron Underwood. 
1885— J. E. King. 



1887— J. E. King. 
1889— J. E. King. 
1891 — J. T. Livingood. 
1893— C. C. Gethman. 
1895— T. S. Waud. 
1897— T. S. Waud. 
1899— W. H. Lewis. 
1901— W. H. Lewis. 
] 9°3 — W. H. Lewis. 
1905 — W. H. Lewis. 
1907 — Dr. Thornton. 
19 10— J. W. Burgess. 



COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 



The public school superintendents have gone under the several names of 
school fund commissioners, superintendent of public instruction and school 
superintendents. 



1853 — William F. Shafer. Dem. 
(School Fund Commissioner.) 

1856 — S. R. Edgington. 

1857 — Lucius H. Bugbee (Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction.) 



1879 — L. S. McCoy, Rep. 
1881 — 

1883— Howard G. Fuller. 

1885— Howard G. Fuller. 

1886— T. C. Hadlev. 



1858 — Edwin Fuller (Superintendent 1887 — J. C. Hadley. 
of Common Schools.) 

1859 — J. M. Comstock. 
1 86 1 — R. F. Ripley, Rep. 
1863— R. F. Ripley, Rep. 
1865 — Elias Jessup. Rep. 
1867— J. M. Boyd, Rep. 
1869 — E. P. Stubbs, Rep. 
1 87 1 — Frank A. Moore, Rep. 
1873 — Frank A. Moore. Rep. 
1875 — L. S. McCoy. Rep. 
1877 — L. S. McCoy. Rep. 



1889 — Mary A. Tanner. 
1 89 1 — Mary A. Tanner. 
1893— C. H. Marsh. 
1895— C. H. Marsh. 
1897 — C. F. Woodward. 
1899 — C. F. Woodward. 
1901 — Mrs. Ella B. Chassell. 
1903 — Mrs. Ella B. Chassel. 
1906 — Julia Scurry. 
1908 — Julia Scurry. 
19 10 — Julia Scurry. 



FROSECUTING ATTORNEY. 



Under a former system each judicial district had its own prosecuting at- 
torney and these served in the district in which Hardin county was situated : 
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'854— J. D. Thompson, Dem. 
1856-H. L. Huff, Dem. 
1858— William P. Hepburn, Rep. 
1 862— Daniel D. Chase, Rep. 
•866-J. H. Bradley, Rep. 



1870— J. H. Bradley. Rep. 
1872 — M. D. O'Connell, Rep. 
1874— M. D. O'Connell, Rep. 
1878— John L. Stevens, Rep. 



1889-H. L. Huff. 
1892— George W. Ward. 
1896— E. H. Lundv. 
>M-E. H. Lundv. 
'Ooo-F. H. Noble. 



COUNTY ATTORNEY. 

1902 — F. H. Noble. 
1904 — E. R. Seaton. 
1906 — E. R. Seaton. 

1908 Ward. 

1910— C. A. Bryson. 



COUNTY ASSESSOR. 



Th« county never had but one regular county assessor, as the office was 
• -terrcd to the various townships early in the county's history. The onlv 
*rv,ng as such was A. M. Mulford, in 1857. 



COUNTY SUPERVISORS. 



S'nce 1883 the following have been elected for long or short term to the 
of county supervisor in Hardin county: 



1 '^-Charles Hoeher 
:S8 4-W. J. Moir. 
rSS 5-F. H. Simpson. 
m >~W. T. Moir 

^ "J H. Nichols. 
lS ' v "-Jo<eph Wallace 
]Sr "-X- H. Griffith. 
^-Walter Carpenter. 
IN 'J-J«'<eph Wallace. 
'^-Walter Carpenter. 

V -~U I- Barnes. 



1897— H. F. Granner. 

1898 — A. B. Baxter. 

1899 — Thomas Walton. 

1900 — H. F. Granner. 

1901— August Xeuman. 

1902— E. R. Stevens. 
! 9°3— William Wiemer. 
1004 — Charles L. Mark«. 
1908 — Jackson and Swallum. 
1911-1912— C. L. Marks and Gorge 

I leslop. 
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MILITARY HISTORY OF THE COUNTY. 

It will be taken for gt anted that the reader of this work is well versed 
in the causes that led up to the various wars in which Hardin county has 
furnished her full quota of soldiers, hence it only need be said that the wars 
in which she has had a part are the Civil war. from i86r to 1865, and the 
Spanish-American war of 1898. 

The last words of President Lincoln's proclamation had scarcely been 
clicked from the telegraphic wires, calling for the first seventy-five thousand 
men to put down the Rebellion, before that call was filled, but this was not an 
army sufficient — no. nor ten times this number of men were not enough to 
bring about a peaceful union between the slave and free states. Hardin county 
was not outdone, nor was she slow about sending her quota from field and 
store and office, though at that date her population was very small. She was 
without a railroad or telegraph office, hence the first call for men was filled 
before this county could muster her soldiers as volunteers, but the second and 
each succeeding call for soldiers was met manfully and patriotically. Indeed 
her war record is a noble page in her history, as will be seen by the reading of 
this chapter. The county board of supervisors and the people, in general, 
were alert to every interest that tended to put down the Rebellion. 

The following commands were represented from Hardin county in that 
four-year, nevcr-to-lxi- forgotten conflict: 

First, she was represented in the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regi- 
ment by Companies B and C. 

Then followed the men who served in the Tenth Infantry (Company D), 
the Eleventh Infantry (Company B). the Twelfth Infantry (Company A), 
the Thirteenth Infantry (unassigned), the Sixteenth Infantry (Company C>, 
the Eighteenth Infantry (Company K). the Twenty-third Infantry, the 
Thirty-second Infantry (Companies A. D. F and H), the Forty-fourth In- 
fantry (Company G). the F'fty-fourth Infantry (Company K), the First Iowa 
Cavalry Regiment (Companies B, F and I), the Second Cavalry (Companies 
B and F). the Fourth Cavalry ( Company L). the Sixth Cavalry (twelve men, 
companies unknown), the Ninth Regiment (Companies G and H), the Third 
Battery of Iowa Light Artillery. Northern Border Brigade (Company C). 
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ROSTER OF THE DEAD. 

Out of the more than five hundred men who were credited to Hardin coun- 
rv. who either lived here or came in to volunteer their services to the Union 
anse, the following seventv-six laid down their lives on the altar of their 
ommry. Over their graves should be inscribed the words: "It is sweet to 
die for one's country." The list is as follows : 

Lieut. George W. Moir, killed in battle at Shiloh, April 6. 1862. 

Lieut. Lyman H. Merrill, died of fever while in prison. May 29. 1862. at 
Montgomery. Alabama. 

Austin, Nathan, died at Little Rock, Arkansas, September 27. 1863. 

Beach, John M.. died of pneumonia, at Jefferson City, January 12. 1862. 

Boyd, Wilson, died at Brownsville, Arkansas, September 14. 1863. 

Baldwin, Francis, killed in action May 28. 1864. 

Buckner, Edward C, killed at Fort Donelson, February 13. 1862. 

Brown, John \V., died in hospital at St. Louis. December 19, 1862. 

Bachelor. W. M.. died of acute diarrhoea, at Memphis. Tennessee, July 
21. 1863. 

Black. Gustavus H.. died at Memphis, Tennessee, July 23. 1864. 

Brochard. Jonathan, died November 9, 1862. 

Boyles. Daniel J., died of wounds at Memphis, October 9, 1863. 

Buckingham, Hamilton, killed at Kenesaw Mountain, June 27, 1864. 

Basham. John, died September 19, 1863. at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Constant, William H., died June 18. 1864, at Memphis. Tennessee. 

Cannon, Thomas N., died September 2, 1863. at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Caraway. Joseph B., died of typhoid fever, May 9, 1862. 

Cantonwine, Henry D.. died at Brownsville. Arkansas, September 8. 18^3. 

Christian. Ira G., died at Little Rock, Arkansas, October 18, 1863. 

Cantonwine, George D.. died in hospital at St. Louis, January 4, 1862. 

Collins, Nelson, died of typhoid fever, May 9. 1862. 

Danger, Lewis, died March 5, 1863, at Cape Girardeau. Missouri. 

Estabrook, Charles E., died at St. Louis, January 23. 1863. 

Estabrook, Andrew J., died at Memphis. Tennessee. May 22. 1864. 

Egerton, H. James, died at New Orleans, May 6, 1865. 

Fairbanks, Whitcomb, killed at the battle of Shiloh. April 6. 1862. 

Game. Leonard, died April 26, 1864. at Andersonville prison. 

Hall. Israel, died at Weldon. North Carolina. Octolxr 14, 1862. 

Harper. Thomas, died at Moscow. Tennessee, summer of 1862. 

House, Jason H., died at Davenport, Iowa, August. 1865. 
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Hughes, James H., died at St. Louis, December 21, 1861. 
Hall, Howard, died of pleurisy, at Fayettcville, Arkansas, December 8, 
1862. 

Hough. William R. killed at battle of Shiloh. 

Hoover, Samuel \\\. died of pneumonia, at Savannah, March 28, 1862. 
Johnson. Barton H., k ; lled at the battle of Shiloh. 
Johnson. James, died September 20, 1863, at Annapolis, Maryland. 
Johnson. Samuel, died of pneumonia, at Jefferson City, January 15, 1862. 
Jones. Thomas, died at St. Louis, April 17, J862. 
James. Eugene A., died at St. Louis. October 14, 1861. 
King. Reuben G.. killed at the battle of Shiloh. 
Kinnen, Sylvester, died at St. Louis, January 17, 1862. 
Lockard. Philander, died December 8. 1861. 
Latham. William H.. died at Memphis, Tennessee, July 3, 1864. 
Lockard. John, died of wounds received at Shiloh, May 25, 1862. 
Livingood. Thomas M.. died at La Grange, Tennessee, August 5, 1864. 
Myers. John R.. killed at Bayou Du Glaize, Louisiana, May 18, 1864. 
McKensey, Neal, died in hospital at St. Louis, December 30, 1861. 
Macy. Isaac H.. died at Camp Franklin, November 30, 1862. 
Millslagle, Robert, died at Nashville, Tennessee, December 17, 1864. 
Miller, Annanias. died at Jefferson City, October 28, 1861. 
Nutt, William, died at Memphis. Tennessee, January 25, 1864. 
Moon. Havilach B.. died in November, 1862, at Keokuk, Iowa. 
Osborn. Rol>ert II., killed in action at Dallas, Georgia, May 18, 1864. 
Payne. Charles J., killed at Shiloh. April 6. 1862. 
Potts. John M.. killed ; n action, at Dallas. Georgia, May 28, 1864. 
Quivey, Roswcll F., died at Macon, Georgia. 
Ripley, Jacob, killed at Corinth. October, 1864. 
Roval, James, killed at the battle of Pleasant Hill, April 9, 1864. 
Rutan. John, killed in action, near Atlanta, Georgia, August 14, 1864. 
Reed. George, wounded at Shiloh, and died of wounds at St. Louis, April 
30. 1862. 

Riplev. Lewis, died in hospital at St. Louis, April 6, 1862. 
Race, Joseph, died in hospital at St. Louis, January 10, 1862. 
Stotser, William, killed in battle of Shiloh. 
Swain. David H.. died at St. Louis. December 22, 1861. 
Smith. Henry, died at Tyler, Texas, October 12, 1864. 
Sawyer. Ozro, died at St. Louis, November 28, 1861. 
Surles, Anthony W., died of wounds received at Dallas. Georgia, at Chat- 
tanooga. Tennessee. June 7, 1864. 
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Spurlin, George, died at St. Louis, of pneumonia. February. 1863. 
Shultz. Jesse, died at Little Rock. Arkansas. October 14. 1863. 
Sayre, Calvin M., died at Little Rock, Arkansas. October 21, 1863. 
Say re, John L., died at Little Rock, Arkansas, December 23. 1863. 
Travis. Joseph \V., died July 17, 1864. of wounds, at Marietta, Georgia. 
Treat, Charles D., died at St. Louis. February 5. 1862. 
Vandervort, G. C, killed at battle of Shiloh. April 6. 1862. 
Woodruff, Jackson, kil'cd at battle of Shiloh. 

"On fame'i eternal camping ground 
Their silent tents are spread ; 
Where angels guard, with solemn round, 
The bivouac of the dead." 

OFFICIAL SUPPORT OF THE WAR. 

Now that the reader has seen the record made by the men who went 
forth from Hardin county In defense of the flag from 1861 to 1865, attention 
will be called to what the county did in way of support to the cause in a 
financial way. and in casting a sympathizing tear for the brave boys who wore 
the loyal blue. 

The county supervisor system was just ushered in a few months before 
the Civil war broke out. and among the first duties devolving upon them, after 
they were really organized, was to provide certain aid for the affairs growing 
out of the war, the enlistment of soldiers, etc. At a special meeting of the 
board in July, 1861, the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars was appro- 
priated to furnish "suitable clothing for the military company known as the 
Union Guards." Three hundred dollars were also appropriated to assist in 
equipping a company known as the "Hardin County Cavalry," providing the 
company was mustered into the United States service. 

At the regular session of the board in 1861, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted : 

"Resolved, that each supervisor of this board be appointed a committee, 
each one for the township which he represents, to superintend and see to the 
families of volunteers in each of the several townships: to afford temporary 
relief to each family in need, according to their necessities; to purchase, or 
alt'm each family to purchase for themselves, goods as their wants may de- 
mand; but in no case shall families 1* allowed to purchase goods without a 
written order of supervisor, which shall be produced by the creditor as a 
voucher for his claim on the county." 
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In August. iShj. at a called session of the board, the following war meas- 
ure resolution was adopted : 

"Resolved, that the cle< k of the hoard of supervisors is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue an order on the treasurer for the sum of twenty dollars 
to each volunteer that is, at the time of enlistment, a resident of Hardin 
county, that has or may volunteer under the last call for three hundred thou- 
sand for three years or during the war; and also the further sum of two 
dollars per month to the wife of each volunteer, and the sum of one dollar 
per month for each child of said volunteer under the age of fourteen years; 
and that an order for ten dollars of the first mentioned sum be issued on the 
presentation of the certificate of a recruiting officer; and that an order for the 
other ten dollars be issued on the presentation of the certificate of the captain 
of the company that said volunteer lias been mustered into the service of the 
United States ; and that the above allowance to the wife and children be paid 
monthly to the wife of said volunteer during the term of his service in the 
United States, and that said sums be paid only upon the order of the volun- 
teer." 

The above only applied to private soldiers, no commissioned men being 
included in the provision. 

At the December session of the Hardin county board the following reso- 
lution was adopted : 

"Resolved, that the board of county supervisors of Hardin county, Iowa, 
pay a bounty of one hundred and seventy-five dollars for volunteers to fill the 
quota of the county under the last call of the President for three hundred 
thousand men. to be furnished by the 5th of January. 1864; fifty dollars of 
said sum to be paid when the recruit is accepted and mustered into the service 
of the United States; twenty-five dollars to be paid on the first day of August, 
1864; twenty-five dollars to Ik? paid on the first day of January, 1865; fifty 
dollars to be paid on the first day of August. 1865; and twenty-five dollars to 
be paid on the first day of January, 1866; and in addition thereto a monthly 
allowance to the families of volunteers of two dollars per month to wife, ami 
one dollar to the child of each volunteer under fourteen years of age. and to be 
paid during the term of service of said volunteer." 

At the June session of the board of county supervisors, the following 
resolution was passed, the same having been framed and offered by I. S. 
Moore : 

"Resolved, that the beard of supervisors of Hardin countv, Iowa, will 
continue to pay a bounty of two dollars per month to the wife, and one dollar 
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per month to each child muier the age of fourteen years, whose husbands or 
fathers have been killed, died or disabled, or may hereafter be killed or dis- 
abled in the service of the United States, that have enlisted from the county, 
until such families get relief from the general government. The allowance of 
those who have not received aid from the county to commence January i, 
1864." 

In November. 1864. the supervisors ordered that the bounty to wife and 
children before named should extend to drafted men and volunteers under the 
call of five hundred thousand men asked for by President Lincoln. 

January. 1865. had been ushered in and it proved to be the last year of 
the great civil conflict. Ag?in the bounty question came up before the mem- 
bers of the county boa r d. The government was then making its last grand 
effort to crush out rebellion, and the President had made an urgent call for 
three hundred thousand more men. The board passed this resolution : 

"Resolved, that the county will pay a bounty of two hundred dollars to 
all persons who may volunteer to fill the quota for Hardin county under the 
call of President Lincoln for three hundred thousand men ; said volunteers to 
be entitled to draw said sum when he shall have been accepted and mustered 
into the service of the United States. Said sum to be paid in installments, as 
follows: Fifty dollars to be paid August 1. 1865; fifty dollars to lie paid 
January 1. 1866; fifty dollars to be paid August 1, 1866; fifty dollars to be paid 
January 1, 1867." 

The last resolution found in the Hardin county records relative to the 
payment of and equalization of soldiers' bounties, growing out of the Civil 
war. was at the June session of the board. 1867. and reads : 

"Be it resolved by the board of supervisors of Hardin county, Iowa, that 
the Uianl refund all bounty tax. and exempt from all bounty tax all 
privates or non-eommissionrd officers at the time of enlisting in the service of 
the United States from this county, except those who have received the one 
1 uudred and seventy-five dollars bounty : and that said tax be paid out of the 
county fund. We. your committee, consider it no more than justice that 
those who went out early in the struggle for freedom, for little or no bounty, 
-hould not be called upon to help pay the large bounties of those who went 
into the sen ice at a later date. 

"Your committee, in making this report, do not wish to be understood 
that they consider it in anv way equalizing the bounty, but as an act of simple 
justice to the brave soldiers. Your committee would further say. that when 
the county gets in a better financial condition, that all bounties will be equal- 
ized." 
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SPA N ISH-A MERICAN WAR. 

When the late Spanish- American war broke out in the spring of 1898, 
the quota of men called for from Iowa by President William McKinley was 
largely made up from the National Guards then organized in the state. The 
four regiments of such guards were not represented by a company in Hardin 
county, hence not many men served from this county in that short but decisive 
war with Spain, over the liberation of Cuba. 

The adjutant-general's reports for the year 1899 shows that the following 
served from Hardin county : 

Chester J. Wigton, Eldora; George W. Leininger, Eldora; Ward P. 
Foster, Alden; John R. Mi!ler, Iowa Falls; Clinton McDowell, Iowa Falls; 
John Bowers, Iowa Falls; Arthur I. Ganfield. Iowa Falls; Andrew L. Leinin- 
ger, Iowa Falls; William A. Leiser, Eldora. 

The most of these soldiers left Hardin county or Iowa before corn- 
planting time and returned in time to husk the next crop of corn raised. 

A DARING ACT. 

Hardin county had a hero in Sherman's famous "march to the sea." He 
was George W. Dart, for many years marshal at Ackley and who became a 
member of the Thirteenth Iowa Regiment from Clinton county and later 
joined General Sherman's army and accompanied it to the sea. He, with a 
few more, entered the Southern capital at Columbia and climbed many stair- 
ways to the dome and there unfurled and made fast the Stars and Stripes over 
that state capitol building, which won for him much military fame and is 
spoken of at length in the army records and reports. The Army of the Ten- 
nessee has ever been proud c f this hero for this daring act. 

RELIEF FUND. 

The state records show that in 1905 Hardin county paid as a soldiers' re- 
lief fund the sum of two thousand two hundred and sixty dollars. 

HARDIN COUNTY VETERANS. 

Hardin county did proudly in the days of Civil war and now there still 
remain in the county as survivors almost two hundred and fifty of those who 
fought under Grant and Sherman and Logan and Howard and a score more 
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pliant generals. This is but a small part of the great number who went 
forth from 1861 to 1865. The oldest veteran in the county today (1911) is 
Levi W hite, of Eldora, aged ninety years. The youngest is John Hartman, of 
Iowa Falls, aged sixty-one years, the average age of all these soldiers yet 
living being seventy years. The average age at date of enlistment was twenty- 
four years. 

The following are the officers of the Hardin County Veterans' Associa- 
tion at this time: Colonel. J. L. Farrington: lieutenant-colonel. N. J. 
Wheeler; major, W. J. Bowers; chaplain, W. E. Stanley; surgeon. F. J. 
Evan?. 

There are about a half dozen Grand Army posts in the county and these 
have been greatly aided by the Woman's Relief Corps. 

COUNTY CIVIL WAR MONUMENT. 

At Eldora, in the pub'ic square, immediately to the east of the present 
court house, stands a metallic monument erected to the memory of the soldiers 
who served in the Civil war and lost their lives in defense of the I'nion cause. 
It was erected at an expense of three thousand dollars by taxation upon the 
people of Hardin county. It was erected about 1885 and was constructed in 
Des Moines. It has stood at different places on the court house square, but 
after having been repaired and after the new court house was erected in 
1891-2 it was placed where it now stands. It is a handsome shaft, surmounted 
by a statue of a volunteer r-oldier, facing the east. The sides of the base are 
provided with plates or tablets on which are inscribed the names of the men 
who fell in battle or were stricken by disease. "Atlanta.'" "Gettysburg," 
"Shiloh" and "Vicksburg" sre in heavy raised bas-relief lettering on the four 
'ides of the lower base. Medallions of Washington, Lincoln. Grant and 
Farragut are on the second base of the shaft, proper. It is a fine monument 
to the departed dead of the civil conflict from Hardin county. 

It was unveiled with ceremony befitting and interesting. The orator of 
the occasion was Hon. Dav'd B. Henderson, speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and was presented to the Veterans' Association by Hon. W. J. 
Moir, who spoke at length in eloquent words, and among other things said : 

"Veterans, when our country was in danger, when treason's hydra head 
was raised, you left your wife and children, father and mother, and with a 
prayer for your safety and a 'God bless you' from every patriotic heart, you 
joined that great army of volunteers — you tendered your country, if need l>e, 
a patriot's blood and a patriot's life. 

(«) 
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"Many of you suffered in the roofless prison-pens of the South. Many a 
noble boy, as he lay on the field of battle with death not far away, thought of 
the dear ones at home whom he should never see again. 

"You gave your country years of the best period of your lives; you stood 
like a wall of fire between us and the invading foe. You and your brave com- 
rades battled against secession on more than two thousand three hundred and 
forty-seven battlefields, until three hundred thousand of the youth of the 
country were slain. You who lived returned victorious, bearing aloft the flag 
of the free — without a star bedimmed or a stripe erased — that now floats over 
a nation of states re-cemented with loyal blood, re-baptized with liberty's light 
— forever one — forever free." 

The monument was accepted for the association of veterans by an elo- 
quent address by F. J. Evans, of Iowa Falls. 

Colonel J. W. Lawrence introduced the orator of the day, Colonel David 
B. Henderson, who in his splendid oration made use of the following sentences: 

"There are three kinds of monuments: First, those representing ideas; 
second, those representing men; third, composite, or those representing men 
and ideas. This monument belongs to the latter class. It represents the men 
of Hardin county, who put their lives at the disposal of the Union during the 
great rebellion of 1861 to 1865 and it is an expression from this county in 
favor of liberty and national union." 

Just as the monument was to be unveiled (during the oration) Hender- 
son quoted Lincoln's immortal speech at Gettysburg, and in trying to remove 
the drapery of veiling the cords became entwined and tangled with the folds 
of the flag that draped the statue of the volunteer soldier surmounting the 
monument, and tin's delayed the undraping a few moments, whereupon Hon. 
\Y. J. Moir exclaimed. "Colonel Henderson, our flag is still there and we can't 
get it down." Colonel Henderson, quick to catch the sentiment, said: "We 
will accept it as an omen that the stability and union of the American soldiers 
and the Mag are perpetual and indivisible." 
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KDU CATION AL DEVELOPMENT. 

The early settlers of Hardin county came from sections of the United 
States where education and religion were at a high tide, for those days, and 
they at once set about building school houses and churches, that their families 
might be moral, religious ar.d well educated sons and daughters. They have 
never stinted on this line, e^en though they did eat corn bread and deny them- 
selves many of the comforts they had been accustomed to enjoy in their East- 
ern homes. The effect of this rule has been seen many years, in the numerous 
high-grade educational institutions in this county. 

FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE IN HARDIN COUNTY. 

The author is indebted to attorney Charles L. Hays, of Eldora, for the 
i' Howing item on the first 'chool house in this county : 

"This bit of pioneer history accompanies a section sawed from an elm 
I"? which was part of the first school house built in Hardin county. The log 
»as preserved by James E. Bailey, and is now presented to the Hardin County 
Historical Society as its first gift, hoping that it may precede many others. 

' The school house was built in the fall of 1854 by William Bailey, the 
father of the donor. Its location was two and a half miles southwest of 
KMura. on the hills half a mile west of the Iowa river, in the woods on the 
northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section jo. Eldora township, 
afmnt twenty rods cast of the road on the west line, and a few rods south of 
the north line. It was built the same year that Eldora was platted as a town. 
Hie walls were of logs and there were elm. bass wood, oak and quaking aspen 
u >ed in its construction. It was altout fourteen by sixteen feet in size. The 
" ffs were notched to fit at the corners and to tie the walls in the usual manner 
"! t» £ buildings. Two opposite windows were made by cutting out pieces of 
the logs in the walls and were about eighteen inches high and thirty-six long. 
The window glass had to lx* hauled a long distance by wagon, and were prac- 
: '^l!y the only materials in the building not home made. The one door was 
made of puncheon planks partly split and partly hewed from logs, as were also 
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the tloor. the seats and the writing desks. The seats were benches without 
backs, supported by legs fitted into large auger holes, lxned into the seats. 
The roof was made of clapboards, large shingles split from logs, supported 
by roof timl>ers and ribs of poles. The clapboards, which were liable to war]), 
were partly fashioned by home-made nails and partly held down by horizontal 
poles, called weight poles. There was also a hole at the Ixutom of the clap- 
boards at the eaves, to keep the lower t wards in place, called the butting poles. 
There was a large box stove for heating. The cracks between the logs in the 
walls were also chinked with mud and the building was as comfortable as 
could be made. 

"The first teacher was T. V. McClure. a young teacher from Illinois. The 
building was used for a school for five or six \ears. when William Bailey, Jr., 
married and occupied it as a dwelling. The children in those days traveled a 
greater distance to reach a school house than now. While the building was 
crude and was almost without the modern school room aids, it must not be 
supposed that the pupils were different from those farther east. The early 
pioneers of Hardin county were all of American families and their children 
had equal avidity for learning with their cousins farther east. Their teachers 
were of the same character, aims ami ideals, and often of equal learning. The 
schools were eastern schools, transplanted, and were in no sense crude develop- 
ments from savagery.'" 

THE FIRST TEACHER IN THE COUNTY. 

T. Y. McClure was the first teacher in Hardin county. He writes as 
follows • 

"I began teaching in McLean county, Illinois, in 1846, as a young man. 
and taught five successive terms in the same little school house. Some of my 
Illinois pupils moved to lo-.va and formed nearly all of my first school in 
Hardin county, Iowa. They understood my ways of teaching and progressed 
finely The first school in Hardin county was opened and carried on in the 
winter of 1852 and 1853 and arose in this way : There being no school at the 
time in the county, and quite a number of children of school age in the neigh- 
borhood, Jonathan Conger, living three miles southeast of the present town 
of Eldora, not then founded, offered to furnish room, fire and lights in his 
one-room log cabin, at the edge of the Iowa river roads, if I would call the 
children together nights for a general good time and for instruction in the 
different branches, particularly in reading, spelling and arithmetic. We agreed 
to meet on two nights of the week and made it as interesting as we could. 
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Thh was in what was then Latham township, and was the first school in this 

county. 

"The next winter William Bailey, living about half a mile north of Mr. 
Conger's, built the first school house in the county, in the woods, about half 
way between his place and Conger's. The building cost, all told, twenty-six 
dollars. The number of pupils the first winter — 1863-64 — was about fifteen 
and the term lasted three months. I received seventeen dollars per month, 
boarded myself and cut the pole wood into length suitable for the box stove. 
My salary was paid by taxation. The children were from eight to fifteen years 
old and some of them came two miles to attend school. I taught a second 
term in the same house. There was no trouble in the school, but all was har- 
mony. The books used were McGuffy's readers, the Elementary spelling book, 
Smith's and Ray's arithmetics, Mitchell's geography, and Smith's grammar. 
There were spelling matches and exercises in arithmetic on Friday afternoons. 
The furniture of this school house consisted of box wood stove, slab seats, 
with legs put into auger holes. The school work was done, perhaps, as 
thorough as is now done. Samuel Smith finished a month for me w hen I was 
>ick\ Mrs. Elizabeth Bailey, daughter of William Bailey, taught the school 
following me. 

"We did not carry guns to school on account of Indians or wild game. 
Wild animals were plenty, but not ferocious, to any dangerous degree. There 
•vere wildcats, elk, deer, anil occasionally a buffalo, and, in season, large num- 
x-rs of wild fowl, as geese, ducks, cranes, prairie chickens and pheasants. 

"W hen I taught the ni^ht school at the Conger house, I lived in the same 
'i use with William Bailey. It contained one room. One night when Mr. 
Bailey came home from hurting, he told me that there was a newcomer at the 
Conger house, from Ohio. His name, he thought, was Lacetown, anyhow it 
•vas something the ladies wear on the edge of their dresses. I later met the 
man. and found him to be Mr. Edgington. As 'edging' was the common 
name for the ornamentation of the borders of ladies' garments at that time, 
Bailey was not far wrong. I have written these memories of the pioneer days 
after the lapse of fifty-four years." 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

In 1855 there was erected a log school house on section 11. and in the 
•' inter of 1855-56 Henry Smith taught a term of school therein. This was 
first taught in the township. When the Civil war broke out in 1861. 
• : fcnry Smith, this teacher, enlisted in Company A, Thirty-second Iowa In- 
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fantry Regiment. He wa< taken prisoner of war at Pleasant Hill. April 9. 
1864. and died in prison, at Tyler. Texas. A braver, more truly loyal soldier 
never went from Hardin county. 

In 1883 there were eleven independent districts in Jackson township, and 
children of school age amounting to four hundred. The present school re- 
ports show that the educational interests have been kept to the standard of 
other townships within Hardin county. 

The first school in Berlin was taught by J. M. Boyd in the fall and winter 
of 1858-59. It was held in a large building know n as the "Ark." afterwards 
burned down. The next was a small frame school building, there heing no 
need of a large building at that early day. The next school was attended, 
however, by sixty-two scholars. In the winter the school building was crowded 
to its utmost capacity, and every pupil seemed to want to be present even* day, 
no matter what the condition of weather or roads. There were held the 
"mock congress" sessions, the debating club, the night school, and also the 
paper called the "Prairie Flower," containing a regular budget of interesting 
news. The school house has, long, long years ago. gone into ruin. -The 
scholars — where are they? When President Abraham Lincoln called for 
men to put down the unholy rebellion in 1861, seventeen of the boys and the 
teacher responded to the call at various times. They were as follows: Jacob 
S. Ripley, A. J. Ripley, Lewis Ripley, Henry Smith, A. J. Smith, Allen T. 
Hiserote, Joseph B. Hiserote, William J. Bowers, George II. Speers, Harry S. 
Bradficld. William McCall, Wilson Boyd, John S. Kersey, Gustavus H. Black 
and Moses Bomgardner. These are all names that should never be lost sight 
of in the annals of this township. 

Jacob S. Ripley, who was one of the oldest scholars in the school named, 
was a tall, noble looking young man, of fine bearing and made an excellent 
soldier. In Company A, Twelfth Iowa Infantry, he was first in the school to 
give his young life for his country, being killed at the battle of Corinth. His 
vounger brother. Lewis, a mere stripling of a boy, stepped bravely into line, 
but was soon cut dow n by disease and he. too. filled a soldier's grave. 

One of the next younger scholars was Henry Smith, who had taught the 
first term of school in the township. He belonged to the Thirty-second Iowa 
Regiment. Colonel Scott's. He was captured at Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, 
April 9. 1864. and died in Tyler prison, Texas, of actual cruelty, sacrificing 
his life at the hands of the secessionists. 

Gustavus Black, an odd boy, but who made a good soldier, was mortally 
wounded and died of wounds at White River, Arkansas. 
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George H. Spcers was a mere boy when he enlisted in the First Iowa Cav- 
alry Regiment. He was full of ambition and energy. He was ever ready 
for a skirmish or scout through all the stagnant pools and sickly marshes of 
the White River county, but he finally succumbed and, with many another of 
that campaign, filled a soldier's grave. 

Wilson Boyd, the younger brother of the teacher, was slight built, bright 
and active. He accompanied his brother in the gallant Thirty-second Regi- 
ment and in the campaign of southeastern Missouri followed the swamps. 
He. too. was full of braveness of spirit. In the campaign against Little Rock, 
marching under the burning sun for five hundred miles in July and August, 
he >nnk down, with others, beneath the hardships, and at Bramsville. Arkansas, 
lie and three others of his company were laid to rest. He died August 14. 
1% 

Perhaps, in many ways, the brightest boy of the school named was Allen 
F. Hiserote. Had he lived he would certainly have made a useful man to 
the world of letters and commerce. W hen the w ar came on he went back to 
his old home in New York state and enlisted in the Thirty-seventh Regiment 
of that state. At the first battle of Bull Run he was severely wounded, but 
when able resumed his placr in his company till the end of three \cars, when 
he returned to Iowa and now fills a soldier's grave in the old cemetery at Mer- 
lin, this township. 

1. H. Bowers was severely wounded at Corinth, while his schoolmate. J. 
S. Ripley, was shot dead. 

A. I. Ripley was severely wounded at Pleasant Hill, and forever after 
crried the suffering effects of his w ound. 

At Pleasant Hill. William P. Hiserote was three times wounded, but still 
•'■on M not give up. and ever would not down when the word "Down! down!" 
was the order of his commrnder. At last the ovcr]>owermg enemy took him 
1 prisoner of war. He would not stay in prison, but. at great risk of life. 
CH-ape.1 into the I'nion lines. 

In writing of this school in the early eighties, someone w rote that they 
>' 'iild then recall twelve meml>ers of this pioneer school w ho Wame teachers 
the public schools. It furnished, including its teachers, two county school 
^I'erintendents. two county clerks for Hardin county, and one sheriff, a mem- 
>r of the hoard of countv supervisors, and a postmaster for the city of Ack- 
lf v for ten years. Two practice?! law and others were holding honorable 
I" ^tioris. east. west, north and south. 

A<ide from the Nidiolprship at t he Upper Iowa University, in Fayette 
'■'i'lmty. probably no school in Iowa can boast of as good a record as this 
1 imtry district in Jackson township. 
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HARDIN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The first attempt at schools in Hardin tow nship was in the summer of 
1854. when John Caldwell and his neighbors gathered together and erected a 
log school house, in which George P. Griffith taught the first school. This 
building stood on the banks of School creek, and was so named by Mr. Cald- 
well after the erection of the building for school purposes. It was located 
about two miles southeast of the present city of Iowa Tails. In 1881 this 
township boasted of fourteen good school buildings. The graded school at 
Iowa I '"alls was early considered one of the best in the state, counting the 
size of the town. 

The present number of schools in this township is thirteen and the total 
enrollment is one hundred and seventy-seven. Iowa Falls became an inde- 
pendent district in 1865 and Miss S. L. Hillock, of Webster City, was the first 
principal. Too much cannot be said of the efficiency of the present schools 
of Iowa Kails, including the noted Ellsworth College, the gift of Hon. Kugene 
Ellsworth. 

ALT) EN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The first school in Aldcn township was taught by Martin Pritchard, in 
the winter of 1856-57, in a building later owned by Mrs. Neill. In 1866 the 
district erected a brick building, costing -three thousand four hundred dollar?; 
it was a two-story building, twenty-eight by forty-eight feet. The school was 
at that time in good condition and in 1880 was graded. Stephen W'hitcd was 
the first principal. The building becoming too small, an addition of the size 
of the original was made, costing three thousand dollars. The township and 
village of Alden have always been noted for their good schools and at this 
date — 1 9 1 1 — the township has thirteen school buildings, well equipped. The 
total enrollment is three hundred and twenty-eight pupils. 

BfCKKVE TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The first school taught in this township was in a building built in the fall 
of 1857 on the southeast quarter of section 11. by L. T. Beard. It was a 
frame house, costing seven hundred dollars. The first school taught there 
was in the summer of 1858 by Maria Moss. There were only eight scholars 
in attendance. The next winter the school was taught by L. T. Beard. In 
i88j there were four school buildings in the township, valued at one thousand 
dollars. The wages paid then was twenty-eight dollars and fifty cents per 

Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



8 9 



month. There are at present eight school houses in the township and the 
enrollment is one hundred and thirty-two pupils. 

SCHOOLS OF CLAY TOWNSHIP. 

The first school taught in Clay township was in the residence of Mrs. 
Samuel Hoover, on section 29, the school heing taught by Mrs. Hoover. In 
1880, outside of Steamboa: Rock, there were eight school houses. At this 
time the number of schools in the township is adequate to the demand. 

At Steamboat Rock the first school was taught by Lizzie Kadoo, in an 
old log house erected by San ford Baldwin, the second house erected on the 
town plat, in the winter of 1856-57. This gave way in 1870 to a fine brick 
building, costing fifteen thousand dollars. 

SCHOOLS OF ELDORA TOWNSHIP. 

Eldora township had the honor of having the first school and school 
building within Hardin county. In the summer of 1853 a small log school 
house was raised about two and a half miles southeast of the present city of 
Eldora. on what come to be known as the Conger farm. The building was 
erected by the subscriptions of citizens. \V. Bailey heing employed to do the 
bmldrng. h was ready for occupancy that autumn and Thomas McClure w as 
the pioneer teacher. He resigned and was succeeded by Samuel Smith, but. 
cold weather coming on. he was compelled to retire to the residence of Mr. 
Conger, where the term was completed. 

According to the last report made to the state superintendent, there are 
now thirteen schexds within the township, while the enrollment is five hundred 
and nineteen. 

The first school taught in the present limits of Eldora was in the fall of 
1854. by Mahala Ellsworth, later Mrs. S. G. Winchester. The term was of 
short duration, as she had to vacate the building when it was wanted for resi- 
dence purposes. 

GRANT TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

In Grant township the first school was taught in a house erected on sec- 
''••n -'4. built in 1868. at a cost of one thousand two hundred dollars. It was 
known as the Shintaffer school bouse. Charles Balos taught the first term 
"t school in the autumn of 1868. He was paid the sum of thirty-three dollars 
and thirty-three cents per month. By 1882 the township had within its 
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borders eight school buildings, costing three thousand six hundred dollars, 
and there were two hundred and thirty of school age in the township. Today 
the number of buildings is nine, and the enrollment is one hundred and sixty- 
two pupils. 

ELLIS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The first school taught in Ellis township was in a log house built by 
R. and D. C. Kennedy, in 1857. They received the contract and sawed the 
lumber by means of a whip-caw. G. L. Morrill taught the first term of school 
the same season the building was erected. The teacher later married and be- 
came a thrifty farmer of Buckeye township. In 1881 the township possessed 
eight school houses and had excellent schools. Today the number in the town- 
ship is somewhat greater. 

ETNA TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

In Etna township the first school was taught in the summer of 1855 by 
Martha George, in a building erected in the previous winter, of hewed logs, 
the work being accomplished by the neighbors interested. The size of this 
rude affair was eighteen by twenty-two feet and it stood on the southwest 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section 34, on land owned by Ichabod 
Lathrop. The attendance at this first term of school was twenty-one. By 
1882 there were nine school buildings within the township and much interest 
taken in educational matters. 

PLEASANT TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The pioneer school in this township was taught by Isaac S. Moore, in a 
log cabin erected on section 28, by Jesse Waggle in the w inter of 1853-54 
The first frame school house was erected in 1856 on section 28, costing one 
hundred and fifty dollars. It was eighteen by twenty-two feet, boarded up- 
and-down. In 1880 there were ten good frame 'school houses, valued at 
four thousand eight hundred dollars. Today the number is greater and the 
enrollment of scholars is larger. 

PROVIDENCE TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

The early and later settlers in Providence township were all believers in 
education and looked well to all matters relating to schools. The first public 
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school in this township was held in the winter of 1854-5 in the double log 
house erected for church and school purposes, near the site of the later Honey 
Creek meeting house of the Friends society. Mr. James Tulbert was the first 
teacher. By the early eighties the township owned and used ten good school 
buildings, valued at eight hundred dollars each. The number now is larger 
and the enrollment of pupils is greater by far. 

SCHOOLS OF TIPTON TOWNSHIP. 

The first public school was taught here in the summer of 1857, in a tem- 
porary log cabin, by Sarah Howell, later wife of J. M. Boyd. The first real 
school building was erected of frame on the northeast quarter of section 21. 
Miss Howell taught a term there in the winter of 1858-9. In 188 1 the town- 
ship was provided with se\ en fine school houses and education was thought 
above all else to be of most value to the young. There are now in this town- 
ship seven school houses and an enrollment of one hundred and seventy-seven 
pupils. 

SHERMAN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS. 

In this township the first school building was erected in 1870, and was 
styled the Winterfield school house, on the southwest quarter of section 1, 
costing eight hundred dollars. Thlen Briggs, then a resident of the township, 
taught the first term of school therein. In 1882 the township had come to be 
divided into nine school districts, the buildings being valued at four thousand 
doHars. Twenty-five dollars per month were then allowed for teacher's wages. 
Today the township possesses eight school buildings and an enrollment of one 
hundred and thirty-one pupils. 

UNION TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS- 

In this township the first school (a select one) was taught by Mr. White- 
head in 1853-4, held at the house" of James A. Dawdy. This was the starting 
of the excellent school system now possessed by the township. As early as 
1881 the township boasted of its thirteen school houses, valued at eight hun- 
dred dollars each. The first school house erected in the township was in 1854, 
°n section 14. This was a rude log building, eighteen feet square, having its 
pioneer floor of puncheon, slab seats and extremely low ceilings. The first 
tester to rule with rod and ferrule was Ezra Abbott. The next teacher was 
named Fisher, but better recalled as "Old Greasy Breeches." Today the 
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township has nine school houses and an enrollment of one hundred and eighty- 
five pupils. This does not include the town of Union. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF I9II. 

At the close of 1910 the county school superintendent's report to the state 
superintendent contained the following figures, that tell the present standing 
of the schools in the various districts of Hardin county : 







School 


Male 


Female 




Name of Corporation. 


Houses 


Teachers. 


Teachers. 


Pupils. 


Alden subdistrict 




13 


3 


16 


328 


Buckeye 




8 


2 


14 


253 


Concord 




10 


• * 


16 


253 


Grant 




9 


3 


9 


162 


Hardin 




'3 


2 


18 


177 


Sherman " 




8 


1 


12 


131 


Tipton 




7 


5 


6 


175 


Union 




9 


• • 


11 


i85 


Ackley (town or village), 


rooms. . 13 




12 


318 


Alden 


M 


7 




7 


208 


Buckeye 


i( 


2 




1 


39 


Eldora 


u 






14 


5i9 


GifTord 


n 


2 


• • 


2 


54 


Hubbard 


<< 


5 




6 


32 


Iowa Falls 


<< 


'5 




19 


666 


New Providence 


(1 


3 




2 


7i 


Radcliffe 


<( 


5 




5 


181 


Robertson 


U 


2 


• 1 


3 


45 


Steamboat Rock 


<< 


4 




3 


H3 


Union 


«« 


5 




6 


193 
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RURAL INDEPENDENT DISTRICTS. 



Districts. Teachers. 

Male. Female. 

Clay Center 2 

East Bend 1 

East Clay 1 

Mineral Point I 

Northeast Gay 3 

Pleasant Grove 2 

Pleasant Mount 2 

Columbia 1 

Eldora Center 2 

Sand Ridge 3 

Southeast 2 

Xenia I 4 

Cottage 1 

Ellis Center 1 

Ellis 3 

Hardin 1 

Lincoln 2 

Maple Grove 2 

Orange 1 

Pioneer 1 

Prairieville 2 

East Etna 2 

Etna Center 2 

German 2 

Hazel Green 2 

Miliken 7 



Districts. Teachers. 

Male. Female. 



Northeast 1 

Berlin 2 

Eagle City 1 

Fairfax 2 

Hickory Grove 2 

Number Eight 4 

Oakwood 1 

Owasa 1 1 

Pleasant Valley 3 

Pleasant View 3 

Beaver Creek 1 

Fairview 2 

Norwood 1 

Number Four 1 

Pleasant Center 2 

Pleasant Grove 1 

Rough Woods 1 

South Fork 1 

Union 2 

Chester 1 

Elenwood 3 

Highland 2 

Honey Creek 1 

Hopedale 1 

Midland 1 

Republic 1 



The total number of school houses in Hardin county is now one hundred 
and forty-nine; value of school houses, $208,235; number of boys of school 
a 8 e - 3.^77; number of girls 3,070; number enrolled, 5,168; attendance, 
average. 3.657. 

School books are now bought of the publishers at a fixed price, under 
contract, and then sold to pupils, without profit, and given in exchange for 
other books. The prices range from fifteen cents to one dollar and twenty 
cents each, owing to the book used. 
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ANOTHER VIEW OF HARDIN COUNTY SCHOOLS. 

The following was written in the autumn of 1910 hy the present efficient 
county superintendent of schools. Julia Scurry: 

"During the last school year 5.168 pupils were enrolled in the public 
schools of Hardin county. The average number of months of school offered 
each pupil was eight and one half. The average cost of tuition per pupil was 
$2 .75. The average salary paid men teachers was $72.79 per month, women 
teachers $44.34. Thirty-one men. including the heads of schools, and 271 
women were employed as teachers. The school buildings of the county were 
valued at $208,235.00. school apparatus at $9,11 i, school libraries at $18,450. 

"The various towns of the county pay superintendents of their schools 
the following salaries: Iowa Falls. $1/100 per year: Fldora. $1,400 per year; 
Ackley. $1,200.00 per year; Raddiffe. $832.50 per year; Alden, $765.00 per 
year; Union. $1,035.00 per year; Steamboat Rock. $585.00 per year; Hubbard, 
$810.00 per year; Xew Providence, $540.00 per year. 

"Iowa Falls employs twenty-two teachers, Fldora fifteen, Ackley thirteen, 
RadclifYe. six, Alden eight. Union seven. Steamboat Rock four. Hubbard 
seven and Xew Providence three. 

"In Alden. Ackley. Fldora and Iowa Falls music is taught by special 
teachers. Manual training is taught at Ackley and Iowa Falls. 

"Ackley is the only town in the county having a kindergarten department 
as a part of the school system. This department is in charge of Miss Gene- 
vieve Follett. an Fldora girl and graduate of the Teachers' College. 

"All of the above named schools, with the exception of Xew Providence, 
have a course of study covering twelve years' work. 

"The one-room rural schools number one hundred and thirtv-three. Two- 
room buildings are located at YVhitten. CurTord. Robertson and Buckeye. 

"Seventy-five of these buildings are in good condition, forty fair and 
twenty-two poor. The majority of the rural schools are fairly supplied with 
apparatus." 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF EI.DORA. 

Superintendent Cavana. of the Fldora schools, wrote the following con- 
cerning the Fldora schools, in December, 1910: 

"There is probably no local institution that touches more lives than does 
the public schools of the community. It is here that the children of the masses 
meet on a common level and receive the same consideration and are treated 
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with the same interest on the part of those who teach. Here the child of 
poverty is encouraged to do, while the ambition of the child of wealth is 
quickened as often. The efforts of both are directed and results are com- 
mended. On account of the democracy of the schools of a community, the 
interests that center there are as far reaching as its population is numerous, 
and on account of this mutual interest and a promise made the Herald for an 
article on our schools, the writer deems it not out of place to write of the 
progress made in our schools for the last few years. 

"It is expected in every community that progress be made from year to 
year along educational lines. The rapid progress of events makes new de- 
mands, and it is the duty of the public to meet these and supply the needs. 

"Five years ago the schools were about one year behind grade. Pupils 
were allowed to pass from the grades to the high school where they pursued 
eighth grade work for nearly the whole of the first year. Work in the grades 
being behind, carried the high school back with it. A standard high school 
presupposes standard grades Pupils graduating from a high school nearly one 
year lxhind standard, entered college several credits short and were compelled 
to take work in the college academy — in fact do high school work away from 
home. At the present time, pupils graduating from our high school cuter our 
W-t colleges and universities with from two to six credits to spare and in some 
ca-.es have received college credit upon examination for work done in our high 
school. Should pupils choose not to go to college, they have received that 
much more towards an equipment for life's duties. 

"During the period named the sanitary conditions in both buildings have 
ixen very much improved. The old dry closet system has been removed and a 
modem system with sewer connection has licen installed. The common drkik- 
ing cup has given place to modern drinking fountains in both buildings and 
t'iat with little or no cost to the district. Clean towels are placed for the use 
' f pupils each day. liquid soap in convenient receptacles is at hand. 

"As to the equipment for the real school work, it might be mentioned that 
a physical laboratorv has been added, thus enabling modern methods to be 
u*ed. Among the additions to the library are several sets of supplementary 
readers, a new "International Encyclopedia. \\u unused room on the second floor 
"> the high school building has been cleared ami adapted with modern tablet 
armed chairs. An extra room of the grade building has l>een fitted for a room 
where the superintendent i..ay hear classes at any time. The first room has 
'•een seated with kindergarten chairs as a part of a kindergarten equipment. An 
electric program clock has been placed in the high school building- that rings a 
warning bell in each recitation room five minutes before the close of each reci- 
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tation and another hell rings at the close of each recitation and may be heard 
throughout the building. W ork in physiography is accompanied by labora- 
tory work and a substantial beginning in the way of modern equipment has 
been made for the teaching of this subject. Over one thousand stereoscopic 
views have been collected for purposes of illustration in history, geography 
and language work; these are accompanied with thirty-six stereoscopes. 

"Among the changes that touch the daily and yearly work of our children 
in our schools, none promise greater results than the new grading system inau- 
gurated more than a year ago. The old system was based upon the principle 
that all children have the same or nearly the same capabilities, that the ambi- 
tion of one child is as large a factor in the child's progress as the ambition of 
another child serves him in his development. It does not require argument to 
convince all that this is not true. Every child is different from every other child 
and it should be the purpose of education to maintain this difference. This 
being true, the ideal school would be one pupil with one teacher. This being, 
of course, impossible, the next best arrangement is to place children of nearly 
the same talent and power to do in groups, each group under one teacher. It 
would seem reasonable, then, that the greater the number of groups the better 
will the interests of the child be served. Under the old system there 
were, not including the first room, in reality but eight groups, w hile under our 
present system there are fifteen groups so arranged that each child may make 
as rapid progress as is consistent with thorough work. It is possible now for 
each child to advance in accordance w ith its power to comprehend and to do. 

"Our board of education has been liberal in its dealings with the schools 
needs, and now that the district is out of debt, the time is ripe for a kindergar- 
ten, manual training and domestic science." 

TEACHERS' INSTITl TKS. 

On February 22, 1858. a numljer of teachers met at the school house in 
Eldora for the purpose of organizing a teachers' institute for Hardin county. 
Samuel R. Edgington, who was the first school fund commissioner, was elected 
president and George l\ Griffith, who taught the first school in Hardin town- 
ship, was vice-president, while Robert Allison, who lost his life in the United 
States service later, was th? secretary. This movement shows how early the 
teachers here in Hardin county l>egan to think of improved methods in 
teaching. 

In the spring of 1870 the first normal institute ever held in the state of 
Iowa was held at the school building in Iowa Falls, under the general manage- 
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merit of Prof. E. P. Stubbs, then superintendent of the Hardin county schools. 
Two eminent instructors were present, the session continued six weeks and 
one hundred and fifty teachers were present. A year later another institute 
was held at the same place, the same conductors being present. It continued 
four weeks and one hundred and seventy-five teachers were in attendance. 

In 1875 the institute was held at Eldora, when fifty were in attendance. 
The seventh annual institute was held at Union ; the eighth was held at Steam- 
boat Rock; total attendance one hundred and forty-two. 

In 1879 an institute was held at Aldcn, where one hundred and thirty-five 
attended. The eleventh annual institute was held at Ackley, when Prof. A. 
A. Weaver was the conductor and one hundred and forty-nine were present. 

The twelfth annual institute was held at Eldora in 1881, when one hun- 
dred and forty-three were in attendance. The thirteenth annual institute was 
held at Union, when one hundred and sixty attended. 

This was but the beginning of better days in educational affairs and since 
then these and similar institutes and summer schools have been the general 
rule the state over, besides the establishment of the Cedar Falls Normal School, 
and the interest that has been created in school teaching in Iowa. 

ELLSWORTH COLLEGE. 

Among the numerous standard colleges of Iowa, Ellsworth College, of 
Iowa Falls, ranks high. It is not so old an institution as many of the other 
l uk^t's of the state, but has made rapid advancement within a few years, and 
is now the pride of central and northern Iowa. 

Briefly stated, this college had its origin as follows: In 1890 Mr. T. 
Tohin founded an academy which also gave instruction in normal and busi- 
es courses. On July 11, 1892. Messrs. C. W. Lyon, I. C. Lyon and M. H. 
I.yon reorganized the academy and somen hat extended its business and normal 
courses. In May. 1894. George S. Forest was associated with C. \Y. and M. 
H. I.yon in conducting the school. During the period from 1892 to 1899 C. 
IV. Lyon and M. H. Lyon, at different periods, were elected president. During 
the* years large attention was directed to the school because many courses 
uerc jiiven that were suited to the needs of large numbers of young people. 

In the vear 1899 J. D Stout was made president. He introduced many 
'■( v plans of work and a number of new courses in the academy and in the 
l»i--iriess school. Considerable was done to improve the school of mu*ic, 
'Inch had grown up with the academy at that time. He also introduced two 
years of college work. 

(7) 
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In 1901 J. E. Conner was elected president, but in the early part of 1902 
A. J. Cavana became president. He labored to co-ordinate the courses that 
were already in existence. His excellent ability as a teacher and educator at- 
tracted large numlx'rs of students and much was done to increase the popular- 
ity of the school. He is deserving of much credit for the four years of good 
work. 

The late Hon. E. S. Ellsworth had become interested in the school when 
it was first organized, and in 1892 he was instrumental in establishing a stock 
company with a capital of thirty thousand dollars, which should take over the 
property and foster the growing school. Without his consent or knowledge, 
and because of the large interest which he had taken, the school was named in 
his honor. The main building, originally, was that portion between the east 
and west w ings as it now stands. As the school grew Mr. Ellsw orth furnished 
the capital for building, first, the east wing of the main building, then the 
tower which houses the large college clock, and later the west wing of the 
main building. In 1900. the building known as Xorth hall was erected. Mr. 
Ellsworth became very deeply interested in the enterprise and at that time had 
made himself responsible for the deficits that accrued from year to year. At 
the close of the school year 1905 it became necessary to make large changes 
in the buildings and to thoroughly repair them. The expenses of this, together 
w ith deficits w hich had accrued, called upon him for "an outlay of seventeen 
thousand dollars. This he cheerfully gave in order to put the institution in 
good condition for the opening of the new college year. 

It was about this time that Mr. Ellsworth had fully determined to iound 
a standard old-line college. It is true that considerable college work in the 
freshman and sophomore year> had been done before this time, but it seems 
that the decision to make the institution a regular and a standard institution 
had not fully been determined upon previously. Re fore reaching this conclu- 
sion. Mr. Ellsworth had visited Dr. I). 1\. Pearson, of Chicago, to confer with 
him as to what ought to be done for the further development of this school. 
Doctor Pearson said: "Call President Daniel Bradley, of Grinncll College, to 
Iowa Falls, and let him look over the property and the institution there. 1 
have much confidence in his judgment. 1 believe he will be able to name you a 
man to organize and develop the college." This advice was taken and Presi- 
dent Bradley spent two or three days at the college and in conference with Mr. 
Ellsworth. He felt that there was a great opportunity for a standard college 
to be established and developed in the picturesque little city of Iowa Falls, and 
he recommended that Ido Franklin Meyer be called to the presidency of the 
institution. He had known of his work as an organizer and an educator. 
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-incc he is an alumnus of Grinnell College, and was at that time doing special 
graduate work in the State University of Illinois. Mr. Meyer was invited to 
((Miic to Iowa Falls to confer with the board of trustees with reference to the 
Mtuatiun. After a full consideration of the organization and its needs, the 
In. tan I uf trustees decided to call a new president. In June. 1905. Ido Franklin 
Meyer was elected to fill that position. The capital of the stock company was 
increased from thirty thousand dollars to one hundred thousand dollars and 
I r iader plans were made for the growth of the sc hool. In March, 1906. the 
new president had induced Andrew Carnegie to give ten thousand dollars for 
the erection of a college library, on condition that twenty-five thousand dollars 
additional money be raised for permanent improvements. In a short time this 
condition was fulfilled, and in July the new improvements were begun. These 
improvements were to cost about seventy-two thousand dollars, and the late 
Hon. F. S. Ellsworth was to supply the additional necessary money to com- 
plete them. The citizens of Iowa Falls came forward with lil>cral gifts in 
onler to secure the Carnegie gift of ten thousand dollars. These ranged all the 
way from one dollar to ten thousand dollars and, since a small gift may be as 
liberal for some as even a large gift for others, it seems hardly proper to give 
the names of donors unless the names of all might be given. President Meyer 
had not lieen long in his office !>eforc he suggested to Mr. Ellsworth, who per- 
sonally owned most of the stock of the corporation, that a stock company is 
not the liest form for a college corporation. He said there should be no stock, 
in his opinion, but that an indeiK-ndent corporation, not for profit, would be a 
ittter form. Upon this suggestion Mr. Ellsworth, who was at that time presi- 
dent of the l>oard of trustees, appointed President Meyer and Judge S. M. 
Weaver, of the supreme court of Iowa, as a committee to investigate the in- 
corporation of other college^. While this committee was doing this work, sud- 
denly, in February, 1007. Mr. Ellsworth died. However, no one questioned 
the outcome of the enterprise, which he had loved so well and for which he 
M done so much. A stockholders' meeting was advertised. It was to be 
decided whether the stock would be surrendered and the new independent cor- 
p'-ration. not for profit, should be adopted. This meeting was held June jS, 
Kfi; at the parlors of the State National Bank. Practically all of the stock 
was represented. After brief discussion, the question of surrendering the 
-Wk was voted upon. There were no dissenting votes and the new incor- 
1" latum was likewise adopted unanimously. This was a great event in the 
•' i t"rv «.f Ellsworth College. It was the birth of an independent educational 
" n* "tiou which should have for its object the establishment of a standard 
" ll' -e of higher learning, which would become a center of culture and training 
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fur young men and women for all the vears to come. Since founded upon this 
broad basis, which had now been agreed upon, it would be reasonable to expect 
that many persons would contribute money to increase the efficiency of the 
institution, no longer held nude]- private ownership, hut now a public iiistitu- 
tion. controlled by a selt-perpetuatiug hoard of trustees, organized on the same 
broad basis as Amherst. Williams, and other old-line Kastern colleges. Xow 
it would be reasonable to expect the people of central and northern Iowa to 
rally to its support, not only by sending their sons and daughters to its halls, but 
also bv contributing liberally, from time to time, money for its support. 

The reason tor expecting this would be so. received great emphasis when 
it was learned that by the will of the late 1 hm. F. S. Fllsworth. the college 
had been given four thousand nine hundred and ninety-two acres of choice, 
improved Iowa land, which should go into an endowment for the college. This 
great gift, together with the money expended in buildings, grounds and equip- 
ment, make a foundation of more than half a million dollars. It is to he hoped 
that the day is not far distant when the college can number among its patrons 
main - other benefactors who will assist in liberally endowing professorships 
and libraries and other needed things that go together to contribute the largest 
success in college life. 

For many years John H. C arlton, of Iowa balls, has been greatly inter- 
ested in the college. This has beer, shown in many ways and at numerous 
times he has very materially aided the college financially. He is now the 
oldest member of the board of trustees and is often seen among the professors 
and students, by whom he is greatly respected and loved. 

W hile the work of the school has been well received for many years, it 
remained for the past few yars to establish the standards of the college itself. 
President Ido Franklin Meyer deserves a large share of credit for the forma- 
tion of the new policy . as well as for its success. He not only brought excellent 
scholarship into the conduct of his administration, but also that clear vision, 
great patience, judicial calmness, true ideals, wisdom born of experience and 
t|itiet. unflinching determination. To these may be added his long and well- 
directed energy and love for his work. 

Much credit should be giv en the men and women w ho worked through tlie 
early years of the institution, those years of experiment and uncertainty. 
Doubtless, had they not done that work, there would not be a college here to- 
day. Nevertheless, we have to look to someone as the founder of the college 
itself, and it is certain th.-re is no one who will dissent when that great honor 
is bestowed upon the late and lamented Hon. F. S. Ellsworth. 
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ORGANIZATION OF TI1K COt.LFC.E. 

],— Ellsworth G'oVty .-/ Liberal Arts. This is a standard college, giving 
four years of work for the P.;»chcl< »r's degree. The cniirsts of study are worked 
t'\:t upon the plan of the group system. The student is required to do one 
hundred ami twenty hours of work for graduation. He may then receive the 
decree oi bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Sciences or P.achelor of I 'hilos. >phy. 
according as he may have planned his work. The college is so organized that 
there is a very literal choice of study. l.'pon the completion of the course a 
student may also receive the five-year state certificate without examination, 
provided he has included twenty hours of professional study in the one hun- 
dred and twenty hours of his course. Provision is also made for students to 
receive the two-year state certificate. There arc special courses that prepare 
students to enter the professional schools of law. dentistry, medicine, etc. hi 
other words, the administration of the college sees the necessity of preparing 
students to enter the special professional and technical colleges and universi- 
ties At the same time due emphasis is placed upon the cultural side of educa- 
tion. 

U.—HILrau>rth Auuh'iny as now organized has worked out its courses 
with a view to thorough preparation for college. It has adopted the standard 
of fifteen units of work for admission to college. This is the standard gen- 
erally required by the colleges and universities of the country. The work is 
so organized that from ten to fifteen teachers do work in the academy and the 
majority of these teachers have master's degrees. I'm thennore. the teachers 
are limited in the amount of work they are permitted to do. \"o teacher is 
quired to have more than twenty-five hours of work, and in most instances 
n t more than twenty. This insures great excellence. 

III. — Tlw School of C 'iiintt'rii' is the third unit of the organization. The 
courses in this school differ from those of the academy. There are more sub- 
jects that speciallv prepare for business life. This sc hool is intended for voting 
men and women w ho cannot attend the college proper, but w ho must be content 
to take from one to four years of practical business training. There arc 
numerous ,,ther short courses, as well as the three and four-year courses. Stu- 
Ants may prepare for all kinds of clerical positions, as well as for many kinds 
"i positions in civil service. All forms of accounting are taken up thoroughly 
and various courses of shorthand are offered, including court reporting. There 
are. also, practical courses in agriculture, so that from the point of view of 
educational work the courses of the School of Commerce cover a very wide 
scope. 
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]Y —The Consenatory of Music is well organized, and its courses cover 
a full tour vears of training both in voice and piano. Xo student can complete 
the courses in either one of these divisions of work unless he has taken the 
theoretic work in harmony, the history of music, and other technical and pro- 
fessional studies. The work of this conservatory is recognized by Oberlfo 
and other leading schools of music. This is a great advantage to students who 
expect to study music professionally, since they may do a very large part of 
their course here and then go East, or to Europe for post-graduate or finishing 
work. Another advantage is this: The student may combine work in the 
languages, English. German. Erench, Latin and Creek being offered. There is 
ako opportunity to take exceptionally tine work in expression and public 
speaking, as well as general courses in literature. In other words, students of 
the Music School are in close association with the students of the college and 
so have the advantages of college life. 

V The School of Education provides courses for all grades of teachers 

certificates. There are review courses for county certificates as well as the 
various courses for two-year state certificates and five-year state certificates. 
The state certificates are granted without examination upon the graduation of 
the student. This work is of a superior nature, since it is done by the facul- 
ties of the college and the academy, which are composed of men and women of 
excellent training in our best universities and colleges. Another feature worth 
consideration is the fact that students who join the School of Education come 
into the same scholastic atmosphere as the students of the regular college. 
This is a great advantage, since it forms a stimulus that urges students to 
their highest and best endeavor in preparation for their w ork. 

ATTRACTIVE LOCATION AND GROUNDS. 

It would be difficult to find a more attractive location for a college town 
than Iowa Ealls. The city itself is one of the most beautiful residence cities in 
Iow a. It is located at the junction ot four good railroad lines, the Chicago & 
Northwestern, the Rock Island, the Illinois Central and the St. Paul & De* 
Moines. The city is situated on both banks of the Iowa at a point where the 
river has worn a deep gorge. The rocky walls of the canyon rise perpenclicn- 
larlv to a height of forty to seventy-five feet. In the midst of the city, a tribu- 
tary branch known as Rock Run joins the river. The canyon of Rock Run 
as well as that of the river is remarkable for its beauty and grandeur. The 
citv has more than a state-w ide reputation for her picturesque scenery. I he 
ris er, as it approaches the city, descends in a series of cascades, then winds for 
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miles through a deep-cut channel. Its rock banks are fringed with clinging 
vines and tufts of red cedar and covered with hardwood trees. The site of the 
city is high and extremely beautiful. The river cuts its deep canyon through it 
in the form of the letter "S" and the stream is spanned by a number of high 
bridges, with ample driveways and walks. From these elevations the city has 
an uninterrupted and splendid view over the surrounding landscape, covered 
with rich farms and dotted here and there with fine groves. Sewerage and 
city water supply are ideal, and it would be difficult to find a more healthful 
community. Sloping gently up from the beautiful Iowa river, a distance of 
less than a dozen blocks and near to the churches and business portion of Iowa 
Falls, is the charming campus of Ellsworth College. 

There are five buildings: Main haU, fifty-four by one hundred and fifty- 
seven feet, is a four-story stone and brick structure. North hall, for men, 
contains twenty- four suites of rooms, each consisting of a study room and a 
bed room. This building has a basement and three stories, and is also of brick 
and stone. Caroline hall, for women, is a building thirty-eight by one hundred 
and fifty feet, with five stories. The top floor is one large room to be used as a 
gymnasium for the girls. The first floor is used as a large dining room, kit- 
chen, store room and laundry. The other three floors are for dormitory pur- 
poses for young women. This is a beautiful building and is finished with 
pressed brick. Carnegie library building stands at the corner of Pine street 
and College avenue facing Main hall. The main structure is thirty-four by 
sixty feet, with a modern stack room twelve by twenty- four feet. The building 
is three stories, with a biological laboratory and museum occupying the first 
floor. The stack room and reading rooms are housed on the second floor, and 
the third floor is used at present for lecture rooms and college literary societies. 
The fifth building is the central heat and lighting plant. This was erected and 
equipped at a cost of about ten thousand dollars. This furnishes light and 
heat for the buildings of the college. It reduces the danger of fire to the 
minimum since it is far enough away from any of the other buildings to make 
these buildings safe from this danger. When one has learned the permanence 
and broad character of this educational foundation, the beauty of the city in 
which it is located and the well chosen site for the college, together with its 
excellence of courses and faculty, it fs not to be wondered at that the school 
has made rapid progress, and that there were for the year 1909-1910 enrolled 
five hundred and seventy-two students by departments and four hundred and 
two by single enumeration. 
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OFFICERS. 

The board of trustees for 1910-1 1 was made up as follows: J. H. Carle- 
ton, E. O. Ellsworth. Hon. S. M. Weaver. Z. K. Hoag. W. H. Woods, 
Hon. William Welden. Mrs. Hattie A, Ellsworth. J. R. Parmelee, Frank D. 
Peet. Officers of the board: Hon. S. M. Weaver. LL. D.. president: Mrs. 
Hattie A. Ellsworth, vice-president: Frank I). Peet. secretary; W. H. Woods, 
treasurer. 

FACULTY. 

President. Ido Franklin Meyer. M. Litt.. A. M. 
Professor of biology, Sheridan R. Jones. A. M. 
Professor of English. I). Roland Lewis. A. M. 
Professor of history and mathematics. Charles B. Rayhill. A. M. 
Professor of Latin and (ierman. Herman Fermain Harris. B. Ped.. A. M. 
Professor of physics and assistant in mathematics. Pearl Barclay. A. M 
Professor of public speaking. H. T. Dagistan, A. B. 
Professor of (ierman. Lyde Drummond Harris. B. Litt.. A. B. 
Professor in chemistry and economics, (iareld Leming. LL.B., A. M 
Instructor in English grammar and geography and assistant in English. 
Belle M. Stout. 

Director of ConscrvaU ■vv of Music. Artemas Edwin Bullock. P>. MuS. 
Instructor of piano. Minnie Adamson P»ullock. 
Instructor in shorthand and t\ -pe writing, Justenia Susanna Meyer. 
Principal School of Commerce, C. E. Chamberlin. M. Accts. 
Instructor in draw ing, painting, etc.. Caroline Whipple Smith. 
Instructor in English and arithmetic. Wendell I 'hillip-, Thorpe. Ph. If 
Instructor in wind instruments. ( ieorge W. Beebc. 

THK IX HI STKIAL S( iiool. HiK HOYS. 

Although not a local institution, the Boys' Industrial School, at Eklora. 
which was established by the state, naturally finds a place in the educational 
chaj>ter of this work. At first it was known as the Reform School and win 
established bv an act of the Legislature in March. 1S0N. ..1 Salem. Henry 
coiinrv. B was under the management of a board of trustees, made up <>ne 
from each congressional district. These trustees immediately leased the old 
bwva Manual Labor Institute, and on October ;th of that year admitted its 
first inmate. The law at first admitted both sexes under eighteen years of age. 
The trustees were at once instructed to organtte a separate school for girls 
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In )*-_> the school was permanently located at Kldora, Hardin county, 
and nutv-tivc thousand dollars appropriated for necessary buildings. 

In iS-0 the law was so amended that only children over seven and under 
vxteen years of age could he admitted. I'p to 1SM0 there had been admitted 
>thi- school, now known as the Industrial School for Hoys, eight hundred and 
efhreen persons. A similar institution was established by the state at .\iit- 
chelh tile near Des Moines, for girls. 

In this school the inmates are taught the elements of education, especially 
the UM iul branches, and are also trained in some regular course of labor, as is 
U-A suited to their age and capacity and their natural bent of mind. They are 
kept, usually, until they have reached the age of t went) -one. unless allow ed to 
C" be f«-<re because of their manly conduct. Various trades are taught these 
erring l*>ys. some whom have gone out into life to become the best of citizens 
ami all possessed of letter education and morals than when first taken into the 
iiMiiutiun. This is not a prison, but a compulsory educational institution. It 
>a sh-.nl where wayward boys are brought under the influence of Christian 
'tNrtution and taught by example, as well as by precept, the better ways of 
life. It is really a training school where the moral, intellectual and industrial 
eili.icatii.il of the child is carried on at one and the same time. 

The Mini of thirteen dollars per month is apportioned by the state as the 
e\|KiiH- of the state for each boy. while sixteen dollars is allowed each girl 
at the similar institution for the girls at Mitchellville. 

The buildings are numerous and modem in their construction. They are 
:ht-irown best history and monument as they stand today. 

Till! 1XSTITCTIOX OKSCRIBKD HON . W. J. MOIK. 

We are indebted to the able article w ritten by Hon. \V. J. Moir. at the 
ro jest of the state authorities, in 1900. on the Industrial School for Hoy s at 
Bi'<ra. which reads substantially as follows : 

'.entlenien of the Board of Control of the State of Iowa : Your request 
-•at I prepare for publication in your bulletin a history of the "'location, or- 
ganization, and o|>eration of the Industrial School for Hoy s,'" has J WL . n re _ 
Ami while it is somewhat ditVicult for me to unlock the chambers of 
11 ) memory and recall transactions of o\cr thirty years a -o. and well knowing 

fact that nearly all of the participants in those transactions have gone be- 
' "ti'l the shores of the eternal morning. I realize full well the fact that I en- 
:n a difficult undertaking. Nevertheless. 1 will try as l*st 1 can to cotn- 
p'y with your kind invitation. 
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Long before any law was enacted in this state for the establishment of a 
reform school (as it was first called) for juvenile offenders, many good men 
were agitating the benefit that might be derived from such a school. 

And, being impressed with the good results that were being accomplished 
in the Ohio reform school, and entertaining the opinion that it was more in 
accord with the civilization of the age to laf>or rather for prevention of crime 
than to punish the criminal, this matter was brought to the attention of the 
General Assembly, and culminated in the introduction of a bill in the senate of 
the twelfth General Assembly by the late John A. Parvin, of Muscatine county, 
and through his earnest efforts, and that of Senators William Larrabee, of 
Fayette county ; T. W. Woolson, of Henry county ; John R. Need ham, of 
Mahaska county, and Representative Mark A. Dasheill, of Warren county; 
John A. Kasson, of Polk county; John D. Hunter, of Hamilton county; 
Thomas R. Knapp. of Hardin county, and other influential men, in both houses, 
the bill became a law, was published in the Daily Register and Evening 
Statesman, and was approved by Governor Merrill on the 31st day of March. 
1868. 

The law provided for the appointment by the General Assembly of one 
trustee from each congressional district, of which at that time there were six. 

Bv the act of the fourteenth General Assembly the number was changed 
to five no two of whom should be from the same congressional district. The 
first board of trustees elected were Isaac T. Gibson, of Henry county; John A. 
Parvin, of Muscatine county ; E. O. Clemans, of Delaware county; J. D. Ladd. 
of Wappello county ; Mark A. Dasheill, of Warren county, and W. J. Moir. 
of Hardin county. And the law provided that they should be so classified that 
two of the trustees should go out of office every two years and that they 
should receive no compensation except the same mileage going to and return- 
ing from their place of meeting that was allowed to the members of the Iowa 
Legislature. 

It empowered them to appoint a superintendent and such other officers 
as in their judgment the wants of the school might require, determine their 
salaries, discharge them at pleasure, and appoint others in their place. 

The law also provided that any boy under eighteen years of age who was 
guilty of any crime except murder, or who was found to be incorrigible, 
might be committed to the custody of the superintendent of the school for 
reformation, instruction and correction, and there to be trained in piety, 
morality and such industrial pursuits as might be adapted to his age and capa- 
bility, and there to be kept until he attained his majority, unless sooner dis- 
charged by the trustees (after being one year in the school), as a reward 
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t'T good conduct and upon satisfactory evidence of reformation. Any boy 
cmuIiI work his way out in one year. 

The sixteenth General Assembly amended the law so that only boys of 
•\ir ^ven and under the age of sixteen years could be admitted t»» the school, 
Inn many over the age of sixteen lied a bit to prevent them from l>eing sent to 
t' c penitentiary. As an illustration, in the early days of the school, a Bohemian 
<>>} wa» sent to the school. He lived with a minister in the city of Chicago; 
(in Saturday night he doffed his own clothes and donned a fine broadcloth suit 
Moiling to the preacher, started out. landed in Davenport, Iowa, hired a 
Iiurv team, sold it and put the money in his pocket, was arrested and sent to 
tin- re form school. While attending a meeting of the board, I met him in the 
li.'tm at work and accused him of being over eighteen years of age. He finally 
admitted that he was twenty-two years of age. I asked how he deceived the 
OAirt and asked hint if he swore to his age; he said he did and upon being 
asked if lie was not ashamed to swear to a lie, he replied, with a good deal of 
sang froid. that he was "justified in saying anything, doing anything, or 
swearing to anything to keep out of the d — d penitentiary." He soon ran 
away and they never heard of him again. 

Some good jjeople have been inclined to treat the school as a purely penal 
institution ; it was never so intended by its founders, or by those who control 
n> workings. No iron cells or high walls are to be found there ; the children 
are treated as kindly as they could be at home, and some more kindly. About 
one-half of them can neither read nor write, and have refused to attend the free 
schools of Iowa. They never have learned to work or obey. 

There they learn for the first time that they must ol»ey; there they are 
comjielled to attend school and. if they remain long enough, many are blessed 
with a common school education. 

Philanthropists have discovered the fact that children are more properly 
the subjects of discipline than punishment. That "as the twig is bent the 
tree is inclined." Thus houses of refuge and schools of moral reform are to 
1* found in all of our large cities and in all civilized nations of the earth and 
are the exact opposite of penal institutions, where persons are sent for punish- 
ment. 

And it is with great pleasure that I learn that in many of our prisons the 
work of reformation has lieen lnrgun and if the bill of Representative Stewart. 
n<>w U-fore the Iowa Legislature. Incomes a law . it will be a grand step in the 
right direction. 

The law of 1K08 abo provided that the trustees of the Iowa Reform 
S'h.M,| should accept the proportion of the trustees of what was then known 
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as "White's Iowa Manual Labor Institute," made by them to the General 
Assembly, leased the same for a term of years, and at once proceeded to pre- 
pare for and open a reform school thereon, and appropriated the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars for that purpose and also the sum of four thousand dollars to 
pay salaries of officers and employes. 

This labor institute was located in the north part of Lee county and con- 
sisted of fourteen hundred acres of land, with several farm dwellings thereon, 
and a large brick building two stories high, with walls up and roof on. 

On the 28th day of April. 1868. the trustees met on the premises desig- 
nated took the oath of office and proceeded, by casting lots, to determine the 
length of time each trustee was to serve, which resulted: M. A. Dasheill and 
J. D. Ladd drew the short term for two years; Isaac T. Gibson and E. 0. 
Clemans drew the term for four years, and John A. Parvin and William J. 
Moir drew the long term for six years. 

The board then appointed John A. Parvin for president, which office he 
held with honor to the state, the board and to himself for a period of eighteen 
years, and died at his home near Muscatine, Iowa, on March 15. 1887. He 
was born in New Jersey November 10. 1807. Mr. Parvin had a long public 
career in the state of Iowa. He was one of the framers of one of the con- 
stitutions of our state; was an able and influential member for many years of 
the General Assembly of our commonwealth and deserved to be long remem- 
bered as one of the benefactors of mankind. Kspecially should he be kindly 
remembered by the boys of the Iowa Industrial School, who. when Senator 
Parvin died, lost one of their truest and best friends. He was kind and true 
and ever felt like saying — 

"Give to me the happy mind, 
That will ever seek and find 
Something fair, something kind. 
All the w ide world over." 

M. A. Dashiell was appointed secretary and held that office until 1876, 
and no man ever performed his duty more faithfully than he. He was born in 
Dearborn county, Indiana; was a graduate of a medical college in Indianapolis; 
was a member of the eleventh and twelfth General Assemblies and senator in 
the fourteenth, fifteenth, eighteenth and nineteenth and occupied a proud posi- 
tion as one of the early law-makers of Iowa. He is now hale and hearty and 
is practicing medicine and surgery at Indianola, Iowa. 

Isaac T. Gibson was appointed treasurer, and gave bonds in the sum of 
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ten thousand dollars, and although he remained on the board hut a short time, 
he made an honest and capable officer. I am informed that he is still living in 
California. 

J. D. Ladd and E. O. Clemans. who served but one term, were men <>f 
excellent business ability, ami rendered the school most faithful service while 
on the board. 

\V. J. Moir, with the exception of about three years, remained on the 
board until July 1. 1898, at which time the board of control took charge of 
the school. 

At this same meeting by-laws and rules were adopted for the regulation 
of the board of the institution. 

The board leased from the trustees of said Labor Institute the tract of 
land, with the appurtenances thereto, for a term of ten years, but with a 
proviso that said lease might terminate at any time at the w ill of the board 

The board at once took the necessary steps to finish the brick building. 
The contract for that purpose was given to Messrs. Clark and Haddock, who 
were the lowest bidders, and they made such rapid progress with their work 
that on the 21st day of September. 1868, the board gave notice, as reipiired 
by law. that the school was ready to receive boys, and on the 7th day of 
October. 1868, the first boy committed to the school was received from Jasper 
county. 

At the July meeting in 1868. the board appointed Joseph McCarthy, of 
Bloonifield. Iowa, superintendent, and his wife matron, at a yearly salary of 
one thousand three hundred dollars for both. 

Mr. McCarthy had previously l>ecn a successful school teacher and 
entered upon his new field of labor w ith his whole soul, and labored w ith all 
h\< power and ability to make the school a success. He remained superinten- 
dent until July. 1875. when he tendered his resignation, which was accepted 
by the board and he returned to his former home, where he now resides, Mr. 
McCarthv did not possess that suavitv of manner that some men possess, and 
though of seemingly rough exterior, had a good true heart uithm. was kind 
yet firm in his discipline, and made a far better su|>erintendent than he had 
credit for. He it was who formulated the system of grading that is now sub- 
stantially in use. and many of his precepts with regard to discipline were held 
in remembrance. 

His wife, Mrs. McCarthy, made a kind matron and worked hard early 
and late for the comfort and good of the boys, being well liked by both them 
and the employes. 

At the regular meeting of the board. October 27. 1869. it was ascertained 
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that forty-five boys had been admitted to the school, and it became apparent to 
every member of the board that the Legislature had made a mistake in locating 
the school and in ordering money to be spent in erecting the necessary build- 
ings, and in making the needed improvements on leased lands, and especially 
on land that could not be purchased at any price by the state. And it was 
apparent that if the school should remain eight years longer, until the ter- 
mination of the lease, that family buildings, shops, etc., would have to be 
erected, which the board deemed unwise so to erect on leased lands. And in 
their report to the thirteenth General Assembly they urged the necessity of a 
permanent location for the school, but the General Assembly failed to respond. 

Th.it same assembly appointed the Rev. T. E. Corkhill, of Mount Pleasant. 
Iowa, to succeed I. T. Gibson, who took his seat on the board at their quarterly 
meeting April 27. 1870, and was appointed treasurer, which office he held for 
four vears. 

At the meeting of the board in April, 1876, he was appointed secretary, 
and held the office until he was appointed president of the board, on account 
of the death of the late Thomas Mitchell. 

Thomas E. Corkhill was a native of the isle of Man, was an eloquent 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal church, and was one of the most God-like 
men that I ever had the honor and pleasure of being associated with, his whole 
aim in life being to do good. He died at his home in Mount Pleasant, July 2, 
1897. "And if one flower could be placed upon his grave for every good act 
performed by him during his long life, he would now rest beneath a mountain 
of flowers." He was a worthy, capable and honest member of the board for 
twenty-five years. 

J. P. Ketchum. of Iowa county, was also elected a trustee at the same ses- 
sion, but only met with us two times, when he tendered his resignation, moved 
to Chicago, and the board thus lost the services of a valuable member. 

Upon his resignation the Hon. J. D. Hunter, of Hamilton county, was. 
by Governor C. C. Carpenter, "appointed in his place, and to him more than to 
any other man are the people of Eldora indebted for the location of the Iowa 
Industrial School near that city, and the kindness thus bestowed will ever be 
held in fond remembrance by its citizens. 

In 1873 ne tendered his resignation, and \Y. L. Vestal, of the county of 
Buena Vista, was appointed his successor and took his seat as a member of the 
board at the April meeting in 1873. 

During the session of the fourteenth General Assembly. Eleazer Andrews, 
of Hardin county, was elected trustee, and took his seat on the board at the 
April meeting. 1874. In April. 1878. he tendered his resignation and \Y. J. 
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Moir was, by Governor Gear, appointed his successor, and in 1878 was ap- 
pointed treasurer, and held that office until July 1, 1898. During that period 
of twenty years he received and paid out in the support fund the sum of 
$958.526. so. and $270.03075 in all other funds, making a total of $1,228.- 
557.25 expended for the benefit and upbuilding of the school. 

During the session of the nineteenth General Assembly, the Hon. Thomas 
Mitchell, of Mitchellville. was elected trustee and took his seat on the board 
April 6, 1882. 

"Uncle" Thomas Mitchell (as he was familiarly called) was one of the 
early pioneers of the state, having come to the then territory in 1840. He w as 
sheriff of Polk county in 1857, w as elected representative in 1873. w as senator 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth General Assemblies, was gallant yet kind in 
dehate, that left no sting behind. His public and private life w as above reproach 
and without blemish. His greatness was his goodness, and his goodness his 
greatness, and he was one of the grandest men that the state of Iowa was 
ever blessed w ith. Upon the retirement of Mr. Parvin he w as appointed presi- 
dent and occupied that position until his death, which occurred at his home in 
Mitchellville, Iowa. July 15. 1894. beloved and respected by all w ho knew his 
goodness and worth. He died, as he lived, rejoicing in the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man. 

During the session of the seventeenth General Assembly, W. G. Stew art. 
of Dubuque county, and J. H. Morehead. of Linn county, w ere elected trustees 
and first met with the board April 26. 1876. Mr. Stewart was a Democrat in 
politics, a man of large business experience, genial and kind, and was of great 
a*>istance while he remained on the l>oard. which was only one term. Mr. 
Morehead was a man who took great interest in the school, was of excellent 
judgment, wise in counsel, and rendered efficient sen ice w hile he w as a niem- 
'ht of the board, which was only for one term. 

In the year 1887 Mrs. B. J. Hall tendered her resignation as trustee, and 
Dr. Ct. L. Get/, a gentleman of culture of the countv of Marshall, was bv 
Governor Larrabee appointed her successor and took his seat on the board 
Jul} 27. 1887. He was a man of wide experience as a physician and surgeon 
and was of valuable aid in suggesting sanitary regulations for the school. He 
>till in active practice in the city of Marshalltown. 

J M. Gilchrist, of the same city. was. by the twenty-fifth General As- 
H-mMv. app. Mined trustee to succeed Doctor Getz. and met w ith the Ijoard for 
'i'f fir-i tune July 11. On the retirement of Doctor Corkhill. he was 

•'ij'lH.nitcd scm-tary and remained on the hoard and held that office while the 
triMees had charge «>t the school It was a source of great gratification to the 
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other members when he became one of its number. He was one of those jolly, 
kind-hearted men that we all love to meet, and, no matter whether fortune 
favored or frowned, he was the same genial friend, lie was honored and 
respected by his co-laborers and by the employes of the school, no member of 
the board being more honored by the hoys in the school than was John M. 
Gilchrist. 

Upon the decease of the Hon. Thomas Mitchell. M. H. Davis, of Mitchell- 
ville. Iowa, was by the governor appointed to fill his unexpired term, and took 
his scat with the hoard April 9. 1805. and was subsequently elected to the office 
by the Legislature. On account of his mercantile experiences, business ability 
anrl sterling integrity, he made a very valuable member of the l>oard. 

Rev. Henry Xaumann, a widely known and influential member and min- 
ister in the Methodist Episcopal church, of the city of Burlington, Iowa, was 
by the twenty-sixth General Assembly appointed to succeed Mr. Corkhill. and 
presented his commission and took his seat on the board April 15. 1K96. He 
was German by birth, could preach in both German and English, w as a man of 
superior ability, and never lost an opportunity to confer a favor upon the boys 
of the school. It was through his influence, and at his request, that the Iowa 
Industrial School Hand, with the superintendent, matron and the writer, were 
honored with an invitation to attend the low a semi-centennial celebration in 
the city of Burlington, in 1890. and w here the band had the honor of playing 
to delighted thousands, and no man rejoiced more in listening to the splendid 
music of the boys' band than did Rev. Henry Xaumann. 

Being informed that the Rev. L. I). Lewelling. of Wichita. Kansas, ex- 
superintendent of the girls department, has been invited to write a history oi 
that department. I have thought it more appropriate for him to speak at 
length of Mrs. B. J. Hall. Miss Margaret Appleton and Mrs. M. A. l.oomis, 
the female members of the board, and will only sav that they were all of ex- 
cellent judgment, and to their w ise counsel much credit is due tor the success 
that attended the schools while they were on the board. 

While the thirteenth General Assembly failed to respond to the request 
of the board as set forth in their biennial report, asking it to make the necc*- 
sarv arrangements for a permanent location for the school, s<> again in their 
second biennial report, with eighty-five bovs on hand and more coining, they 
urged with more zeal and with facts and figures presented, the selection of a 
permanent home for the school. 

In response, the fourteenth General Assembly enacted a law. authorizing 
the l>oard to make a permanent location, and appropriated fortv-five thousand 
dollars for the erection of suitable buildings ; this law took effect by publication 
on April J 5. 1872. 
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At their regular meeting in April, 1872. the trustees gave notice that they 
would receive and consider offers from any city or county that desired the 
location of the school in their vicinity. A numl»er of offers and requests for 
its location were received. Des Moines. Ottuunva. Oskaloosa. Muscatine and 
Eldora each presenting their merits and tendered liberal donations of land °.iid 
money. 

The citizens of Eldora tendered the state four hundred acres of prairie 
land ami forty acres of titular land, and subsequently they bought and pre- 
sented to the state eighty acres more land, and the 'tate purchased for the 
school two hundred and forty acres of tand. making a farm of seven hundred 
and twenty acres now held by the state for the benefit of the school. 

After visiting the several cont« uing points, and inspecting the offers 
made, the hoard selected Eldora. in Hardin county, as the best location, all 
things considered, and with the improvements made, trees planted, green lawn 
an ! blooming flowers, no more charming spot can be found in Iowa. 

A committee of three of the trustees was then appointed to visit the re- 
form schools of Ohio. Indiana and Illinois, for the purpose of inspecting the 
buildings, style, etc.. and to obtain such information as could be obtained re- 
garding the schools in those states. 

W'e liked In-st the Ohio cottage plan, with main building, and in our report 
recommended that plan, which was adopted and steps were at once taken to 
erect family buildings. Xo. 1. thirty-seven by fifty-six feet, two stories high. 
« i:h attic and basement, and a building for manufacturing purposes, forty by 
one hundred feet, which was for some time used for the main building, for 
kitchen, dining hall, office, sleeping rooms and chapel. 

These buildings were erected in the summer of 1872 and in the month 
of April. 1873. the school, consisting of one hundred and sixteen boys, was 
removed to its new home. 

The school now has six family buildings, one hospital building mow 
used for a family building), one main building, two workshop buildings, one 
barn, sixty by one hundred feet, one ice house, one vegetable storehouse, one 
laundry building and one chapel, all erected prior to July 1. 1808. 

Tpon the resignation of Joseph McCarthy as superintendent, and at a 
special meeting held September 29. 1875. the Rev. Charles Johnson, of the 
<tate of Michigan, was appointed to succeed him. and his wife. Mrs. E. A. 
Johnson, was selected as matron. Mr. Johnson was a good, well-meaning 
man. kind to the bus. and tried to do his duty faithfully, but lacked somewhat 
m business capacitv and in executive abilitv. 
<8) 
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During his administration, in 1876, what is now a portion of the main 
building was enclosed, but not finished ; the appropriation heretofore made had 
been expended and a debt contracted of over eight tfhousand dollars. We 
appealed to the Legislature to make an appropriation to pay this debt and finish 
a portion of the main building. 

TI'«? legislative committee came and returned and did not make a very 
favorable report. Among other things, they said, regarding the tower on the 
main building, "that it ought to be the architect's architectural tombstone,*' and. 
instead of giving us til" appropriation we asked for. they at the same session 
cut down our monthly per capita from ten dollars to eight dollars. 

These were indeed dark and dismal days in the history of the school, but. 
plucky and undismayed, with the aid 01' the successor of Mr. Johnson and that 
of B. J. Miles, who was assistant superintendent, and with only eight dollars 
per month per capita, from the 23rd day of May, 1878. the date of my ap- 
pointment as treasurer, until the 1st day of October, 1879, Nve extinguished that 
debt and at the same time supported the school in a manner to be sure that was 
not w hat might be called A ery high-toned. But by using rope for reins, home- 
made quilts for blankets, sorghum for sugar, fat pork for beef steak, potatoes 
for sweet cake, and other vegetables for pic. and by doing a very large amount 
of mending and patching, we lived and the Legislature of 1880. seeing we were 
determined to live and thrive, gave us an appropriation of seven thousand dol- 
lars to finish the basement, first story and three rooms in the second story of 
the main building, and one thousand six hundred dollars to take down the 
"architect's tombstone." which consisted of sixty-two thousand bricks erected 
on a wooden truss, without proper support. 

The same General Assembly appropriated one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars for water supply, two thousand dollars for repairs, three hundred dollars 
for library and three hundred and twehe dollars for tools, and in the same 
act the superintendent was required to utilize the labor of the boys in the 
construction of building, which method had been and has been followed and 
has been a great saving to the state. 

At the meeting of the board November 1, 1877. the resignation of Charles 
Johnson, which had been previously tendered, was accepted and the Rev. E. 
H. W'inans. of Mount rieasant. Henry county, Iow a, was appointed his suc- 
cessor, and Mrs. M. S. W'inans. his wife, was selected matron, their joint 
salarv being fixed at one thousand five hundred dollars. Rev. W'inans proved 
to be a wide-awake man. of good business tact, worked faithfully for the suc- 
cess of the school, and aided very materially in uplifting the school and placing 
it on a sound financial basis, which was a source of sincere gratification to its 
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every true friend and entitled him to their grateful consideration. Mrs. 
Winans was a quiet, pleasant lady and filled her place to the best of her ability. 

In July, 1880. Mr. Winans tendered his resignation, to take effect Novem- 
ber 1. 1880. and on that day returned to his home in Mount Pleasant and 
subsequently removed to California, where he now resides. 

On the said first day of November. 1880. B. J. Miles was appointed 
superintendent and immediately entered upon the duties of his office. His 
wife. Anna B. Miles, was appointed matron. 

Mr. Miles began working in the institution as teacher November 1. 1872. 
On October 1. 1873. he was promoted to the position of family manager and 
held that position until June 1. 1876. when he resigned to attend medical col- 
lege. On February l. 1878. he was tendered the office of assistant superinten- 
dent and held that office until he was appointed to the office of superintendent, 
as aforesaid. November 1. 1880, which position he has held up to the present 
time with the exception of one year from September 1. i8oj. to Septcmlnrr 1. 
ifyj. when D. M. Crouse. his faithful assistant superintendent, held that 
P">ition temporarily, while Mr. Miles held a similar position in the state of 
Oregon. At the urgent request of the board, Mr. Miles returned. Ry educa- 
tion, many years of experience and wide observation, he had made himself 
familiar w ith reformatory work. He has grown up with the school and knows 
it- every want: is a superior judge of human nature, as is evidenced in the 
selection of his subordinate officers and his pleasant and harmonious inter- 
course with the world at large. The Almighty has richly endowed him. men- 
tally and physically, morally and socially, with those peculiar and excellent at- 
tribute* that so well fit him for the noble work in which he is now engaged. 
And from personal knowledge and almost daily observation, for nearly thirty 
>r.irs. I unhesitatingly say that to his skill, fine executive ability, earnest work 
and never-tiring energy, the Iowa Industrial School is more indebted than to 
any "tlier person for its past prosperity and present popularity. 

Mrs. Miles has also been for a long time identified with this kind of 
reformatory work, both in the girls' and boys' departments. She has made it 
a lite-long work and study and has- occupied every position held by a female 
in the school. When the laundry lady was taken sick, she took her place ; 
"hen the kitchen lady was gone on a vacation, she became bridgct : when the 
boys were sick with fever, no one more tenderly than she could moisten the 
parched lips or bathe the fevered brow. She has ever been a kind mother to 
the erring hoy, who. when he accidentally cut his finger, knew where to go to 
sympathy and a clean bandage. Ami when the little seven-year-old boy 
arrives at the school, crying and homesick among total strangers, no one could 
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take him in her lap and soothe his sorrow like Mrs. Miles. And when they 
left the school, no one could or did receive a sweeter good-bye than she, and 
in the passing - years, as she has traveled in different portions of the state, no 
mother could be hailed with more delight by the hoys she met than their former 
beloved matron. 

As I before mentioned, the Legislature of 1878 cut down our support 
allowance from ten to eight dollars per month per capita, and.it so remained 
until the session of the Legislature in lfrjf). when, at our urgent request, it was 
raised again to ten dollars. 

I may be asked, is not eight dollars enough and if we succeeded in running 
the school from 1878 to 1896 on that sum. why not continue to do so? I 
answer, by practicing the most rigid economy, even to miserly stinginess, by 
getting along for a time without many things we ought to have, to keep the 
school up to the standard of like schools in other states, in which from two 
hundred to three hundred dollars per annum for pupils is paid, instead of 
ninety-six dollars, as it was in this state; and by letting an experienced officer 
go, because we could not pay him what he was offered for like services in other 
states, we could and did get along. And when it is remembered that all 
salaries must be paid, that not only clothing and food (except what is raised 
on the farm), with all beds, bedding and bedsteads, all fuel, all farming imple- 
ments and carpets, all tableware, and kitchen furniture, all horses, mules and 
cows and in fact a hundred other things too numerous to mention, had to be 
paid for out of the support fund, every fair-minded man will concede that ten 
dollars is none too much for the support of the school as it ought to be sup- 
ported in this, the best state in the world. 

In the twentieth General Assembly the late Enoch \V. Eastman, who was 
then senator, introduced a bill which became a law, and changed the name from 
Reform School to Industrial School. 

Regarding the operation of the school, I will briefly state that when trans- 
ferred it was divided into seven families, gradetl according to size and age. 
The main object is education to the capacity of the pupil and education is 
compulsory. There were ten grades, arranged according to capacity of the 
pupils, who were required to attend school four hours each day summer and 
winter, except a portion of the summer, when the older boys were kept out to 
assist in farm work. Have also a well arranged Sunday school, and chapel 
exercises every Sunday afternoon, except the first Sunday in each month, 
when the boyS are given the privilege of writing letters to their friends. 

Have had in operation many years a shoe shop and tailor shop where the 
making and mending is done for the boys and w here they have an opportunity 
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to learn these trades ; have had in operation also at various times other branches 
•of trade, such as making brooms, carpenter work, blacksmithing, painting, 
fancy sewing and embroidery, in which the Ixjys are engaged four hours each 
(lav. The remaining hours of the day they spend their time in eating, sleeping 
and playing. 

Each family building is so arranged that the basement is used for a play 
and wash room, the first floor for the school room and room for the family 
manager, and the second and third floors for dormitories. 

All the boys eat in a large dining room in the main building. Since the 
school was organized up to the time it was transferred to the board of control. 
July t, 1898, two thousand four hundred and ninety-two boys have been ad- 
mitted. All have been benefited, more or less, and taught to read and write, 
and about seventy-five per cent, of them have been reformd in their habits and 
purposes in life and will live to be a blessing to the state that has so kindly 
cared for them and has so mercifully saved them from a life of crime, disgrace 
and ruin. 

On the first day of July, 1898, the boys* department, with four hundred 
and ninety-seven boys, with four thousand nine hundred and eighty dollars in 
the support fund and one thousand two hundred sixty-six dollars and three 
cents in other funds, and all the boys in good health, was transferred to and 
taken charge of by the said board of control, with the best wishes of the old 
board of trustees for its success in reclaiming the wayward boy and in helping 
him to become an honored member of society. 

In writing this brief history of the school and of those who in the long 
past have assisted in making that history, I have l*en governed by a well- 
remembered maxim given me by my good old Scotch father when I left the 
paternal home to seek a home in the West, and it was this: "If ye canna say 
any gude o' a body dinna say ony ul." 

And if any living eye should trace these lines and notice a word of com- 
mendation given the beholder, I beseech them not to imagine that I have in- 
dulged in flattery. The truth is never flattery and kind words never die, and I 
fully endorse the sentiment of the Rev. Thomas DeWitt Talmage, when he 
said. "I had rather my friends would give me one fragrant flower while I live, 
than pile a thousand upon my coffin when I am dead." 

In concluding the history of this state institution, the publishers have taken 

a • 

pains to secure the following additional matter concerning the school and its 
management since the above able article was prepared by Hon. W. J. Moir. in 
1900: 
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Superintendent Miles continued in charge of the school twenty- four 
years, up to July, 1904. when he resigned and was succeeded by Col. L. D. 
Drake, of Boonville, Missouri, who served until April, 1907, and was fol- 
lowed by the present incumbent, W. L. Kuser. The assistant superintendent is 
George H. Iliff; Henry \V. Elliott, steward; Dr. William E. Whitney, physi- 
cian, and Mrs. Susie Iliff. matron. 

It is only within the past five or six years that particular stress has been 
laid upon the importance of learning trades at this industrial school, and the 
following list of trades taught shows the advancement which has been made 
along this line: Agriculture, baking, barbering, blacksmithing, bricklaying, 
carpentering, cooking, electrical engineering, floriculture, harnessmaking, 
laundering, painting and decorating, plastering, plumbing, printing, shoemak- 
ing, stationary engineering, steam fitting, stock-raising, tailoring, masonry and 
cement work. 

A cold storage house, a machine shop, implement house, ice house, and 
other buildings have been erected by the boys under the direction of the fore- 
man. 

No history, however brief, would be complete without special mention of 
Hon. W. J. Moir's long connection with the institution in an official capacity. 
With the exception of three years, Mr. Moir acted as trustee or treasurer from 
the time of the school's inception until the board of control took charge in 
1898. He has always manifested a lively interest in the welfare of the in- 
mates, being the superintendent's right-hand man for more than a quarter of a 
century. In helping to found and then care for this institution, no man in 
Iowa has really accomplished more than Mr. Moir. 

There were, on January 1, 191 1, three hundred and seventy inmates in 
this institution ; a new hospital building, the contract price of which was ten 
thousand dollars, much of the work being done bv the inmates themselves, 
was in course of construction, and the total number of acres of land owned by 
the institution was eight hundred in one Ixnly and forty acres of good timber 
land to the southeast of the main tract. 

THE NEW PROVIDENCE ACADEMY. 
(By Prof. A. F. Styles.) 

The Friends have always stood for higher education, and the New Provi- 
dence community is no exception to the rule. 

In 1866. at its meeting of June 2d. Honey Creek quarterly meeting ap- 
pointed a committee on education and asked it to report at the following meet- 
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mt: Tin's it as only nine years after the establishment of a meeting at Xew 
I'roudence. The committee, which consisted of seventeen members, made the 
following report : 

"Believing that there is a pressing demand for a school within the limits 
of our quarterly meeting, where our young men and women may acquire a 
more thorough education than they can at our common schools, we are united 
in suggesting to the quarterly meeting for its consideration the propriety, if 
way should open for it. of appointing a committee to take the whole subject of 
a quarterly meeting school into consideration, and if the time has come to act in 
this direction, to report to the next meeting concerning all matters connected 
nith establishing and working a school under our care and control." 

This report was received favorably and the committee was directed to 
'<pen subscriptions, and as soon as three thousand dollars had been pledged to 
apjiuint a building committee and proceed to erect a building. The con- 
templated building was to cost about three thousand dollars. 

At the meeting of July, 1808, the committee reported that three thousand 
"tie hundred dollars had been suhscril>ed and that Kleazer Andrews, Stephen S. 
Mulford and Knos P. Stubbs had been appointed to act as building committee. 
A brick building was completed in iSfx;. at a cost of alxnit eight thousand 
''"llaiN and the fust term of school was opened in December of that vear, with 
Mao Jcssup and Cyrus Liudley as teachers. At a meeting on January 7. 1871, 
tlie quarterly meeting accepted the school property, as all indebtedness was 
p:i'd. I. ike all schools of its kind. Xew Providence Academy has had its times 
'i financial depression, but its moral and intellectual life have always been 
bright 

In 1X74 the school was transferred to a joint stock company of seventeen 
i-emU'Vs. representing forty shares. It had before been managed by a cotn- 
'inttee appointed by the Honey Creek quarterly meeting. It was now managed 
by a itoard elected annually by the stockholders. 

In |SS_>. the board of managers put the institution upon a better financial 
basis by securing guarantees to make up any deficit that might come from 
''umiing the school. This plan was in ojieration for fifteen years. 

During the first thirteen years of the school's existence the attendance 
as so small at times that the school was discontinued for a time. Since 1882 
there lias been a continuous school. 

During the earlier period the following instructors had charge at dif- 
ferent limes: I'.lias Jessup. Cyrus Lindley. Joseph R. Hunt. Annie C. Hoag. 
Daniel Henley, lanma Henley. Hannah A. Moore. Kdward Taylor. Lydia 
Taylor. Miles Reece and W illiam Penn Clark. 
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In 1883 a substantial sixteen-room dormitory was erected. 

Since 1882 the following have had charge of the academy as principals: 
Joseph C. Hadley, A. M. (Wilmington), LL. B. (University of Michigan). 
1882-1886; Charles L. Michener, A. M. (Term), 1886-89; Charles B. Newby, 
B. S (Earlham). 1889-92; Alfred T. Ware, A. B. (Penn), 1892-93; Cecil E. 
Vance. A. B. (Wilmington), 1893-94; Volney W r . Macy, A. M. (Iowa), 1894- 
95; Lawrence T. Kersey, Ph. B. (Iowa), 1895-97; Albert F. Styles, A. M. 
(Penn), 1897-1899; John H. Hadley, A. B. (Penn), 1899-1901; Albert F. 
Styles, 1 901 and still serving. 

In 1 90 1 the board of managers made a contract with Mr. Styles by which 
the latter was to have the old building torn down and a new one erected to the 
needs of the school. He was to conduct a high class school work for a period 
of five years and then become the owner of the school property. This was done, 
and Professor Styles is now serving his tenth consecutive year as principal of 
the academy. During these years the school has been prosperous. 

During its life of forty years, New Providence Academy has done a work 
for its community which cannot be measured in dollars. It has been a main- 
stay of the church. It has been a center for an elevated social life of the com- 
munity. It has been the inspiration of a lecture course which for sixteen years 
has made New Providence the most remarkable town of its size in Iowa in 
this regard. It has given to hundreds of young people an education through 
which they have looked out upon life with a more comprehensive vision. 

Its more than two hundred graduates, a large per cent, of whom have 
also taken a college course, have gone into all professions and lines of busi- 
ness to help carry on the work of the world ; to labor with the head or with the 
hand, for they have been taught that is is not the occupation that honors the 
man. but the man who honors the occupation. 

In such a spirit the academy has done its work, believing that in a country 
like this education is the most potent factor in dignifying its homes and elevat- 
ing its citizenship. 
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CHURCHES OF THE COUNTY. 

From the earliest settlement of Hardin county it has been a community 
of churches and churchgoers. The homes of the first pioneers were thrown 
open for the preaching of the gospel by any denominational servant of the 
Master who chanced to come this way. As time went on and school houses 
were erected, these buildings were used, and a little later churches of the 
various denominations were built, until today they are numerous in all sec- 
tions of the county. The state census reports show the following concerning 
Hardin county religious denominations, the same being reported in 1905 : 

The Baptist denomination (German) had one society and one building, 
with a membership of 80 communicants. 

The regular Baptist denomination had two churches and each had a good 
brick church edifice, with a total number of members of 424. 

The Catholic church had a membership of communicants, 820; three con- 
gregations and three buildings. 

The Christian (Church of Christ) had a membership of 209; three or- 
ganizations and three church buildings. 

The Christian Scientists had one society and one meeting place, with an 
accredited membership of 20. 

The Congregational denomination had a total membership of 787 ; six 
organizations and each a good building. 

The Free Methodist denomination had one society and one building. 

The Orthodox Friends had a membership of 640; six buildings and were 
in a prosperous condition. 

The Lutheran denomination had two societies and two buildings, with a 
total membership of 426. 

The Methodist Episcopal denomination had 1.338 members in fourteen 
organizations, each having a church building. 

The Presbyterians had five societies and five buildings, with a membership 
of 412. 

The total membership of all churches was 5.052 and total number of so 
cicties was forty-two. There were forty-one buildings, valued at $273,000. 
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THE FRIENDS CHURCH. 

From an early date in the history of this county the Friends society has 
been a potent factor in religious matters. This article will undertake to give 
some of the organization and history of each "meeting" in Hardin county, 
the same having been compiled by Prof. A. F. Styles, of New Providence, and 
can be relied upon as substantially correct : 

At Iowa Falls the Friends church was organized in 1856. It was during 
that year that a meeting was set up at Rockingham by Orthodox Friends and 
held in a private house located on the bluff not far from where the Des Moines 
& St. Paul round-house now stands. This was a log cabin, owned and occu- 
pied by Benjamin I. Talbott, one of the original owners of the land on which 
Rocksylvania was laid out. 

The follow ing are some of the names of the then resident heads of famil- 
ies who were the founders of the meeting: Lindley M. Hoag (minister), B. I. 
Talbott, Edwin Ferril, Henry Macy, John Airy, James Adamson, Nathan 
Townsend, Moses Rol>erts, and others immediately coming in and settling in 
the vicinity. In the absence of a record, but from good memories, the follow- 
ing is given as a list of the ministry at this point: Lindley M. Hoag. John 
Airy, Isaiah Worth. G. Simme, Edward Collins. David Hunt, Isaac Rich, 
Howard Brow n. Henry Pemberton, Solomon Haworth, Metilda \V. Atkinson. 
Rachel Marriage. Edward Young, James Drew, Susie Sisson, G. Griffith. 
Charles S. White, George C. Pyle and Malinda B. Hunt. The last two arc the 
onlv resident members living there now. 

The fust meeting house was built of stone, erected in 1856-57, on a lot in 
the northeast of Rockingham. It cost about six hundred dollars. In 1875 a 
frame house was built in Iowa Falls at a cost of about three thousand dollars. 
The stone house was sold and the proceeds applied on the construction of the 
new building. At present ( 191 1 ) there are six or seven families and parts of 
families residents within the limits of Iowa Falls monthly meeting Xo regular 
meeting is now kept up. 

The Friends church at Xew Providence was organized in 1857. W hat 
was then known as an indulged meeting was first held at Xew Providence in 
1 856. A preparative meeting, subject to the jurisdiction of Honey Creek 
monthly meeting, was organized in 1857. Follow ing are the heads of families 
that were charter members: Dr. E. C. Jessup and Mary A. Jessup, John and 
Edna Andrews. W illiam F. and Mary D. Andrews, Eleazer and Catherine 
Andrews. W illiam E. and Mary E. Andrews, Samuel and Mary Dillon. Xathan 
and Margaret J. McCouneM. Albert and Elizabeth McConnell. Stephen Wilson 
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and wife, David and Sarah Ann Hunt, Stephen and Rachel Southwick, Peter 
and Miriam C. Bedell, Rachel Bedell (widow), G. C. Bedell and John Baldwin 
and wife. 

Before the pastoral system was adopted by the church in the eighties the 
following resident ministers served the New Providence church in the order 
named: David Hunt, Dr. Eli Jessup, Mary E. Andrews, John S. Bond, Dr. 
Elias Jessup and Seneca Wildnian. Dr. Elias Jessup was the first to serve the 
church as its minister under the pastoral system in which a minister is em- 
ployed on a salary. The following ministers have thus served : Dr. Elias 
Jessup, 1884-87; Thomas Armstrong, 1887-90; Perry Haworth. 1890-92; 
Susie Allen, 1892 (for six months) ; L. Maria Dean, 1892-97; Joseph Peel, 
1897-8 (six months); S. Adelbert Wood, 1898-1901 ; William Pilot (six 
months); Albert E. Wright, 1901-03; Richard R. Newby, 1903-07; Zeno H. 
Doan. 1907 to the present time. 

The New Providence Friends first held their services at the residence of 
Dt. Eli Jessup. This was the building that for years was used as a harness 
shop and was burned in the fire of December 30, 1910. In 1858 a wooden 
building was erected for church purposes, at a cost of three hundred and fifty 
dollars. This was damaged in the cyclone of June 3, i860, but is still standing, 
having long since been converted into a residence. It is now owned by Mrs. 
Lizzie Kersey. It was used by the church until 1899, when a new and modern 
church building was erected. This building cost about six thousand dollars. In 
December, 1906, it caught fire from an overheated furnace and burned to the 
ground. There was but two thousand five hundreds dollars insurance on it, 
but with this as a start the membership rallied to the need, and during the 
next summer the present fine structure was erected, at the cost of eight thou- 
sand dollars. It is a modern building, with bowled floor, art-glass windows, 
furnace heat and gas lights. Its seating capacity is five hundred. 

The committee that had charge of the construction of this building con- 
sisted of the following: A. F. Styles, D. H. Faris, E. F. Morris, N. S. Mar- 
tin, W. T. Kersey, Rosa E. Lowder. 

The present membership of this church is three hundred and fifty. The 
pastor is Zeno H. Doan. The clerks of the business meeting are A. F. Styles 
and Lizzie Butler. 

The Hubbard Friends church was organized in March, 1882, at the close 
of a series of meetings held by B. G. Nevell in the Salem German church, 
which had been secured for revival services. The following persons were 
among the first members: The families of S. F. Hammer, J. T. Marshall, Z. 
T. Martin, Irvin Mills, Pliny Fry and wife and Mrs. T. J. Trout. 
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The meeting was held for some time in a hall over Webb's hardware store 
(now Clancy's), later in the Methodist Episcopal church, each alternate Sab- 
bath, and then in a small building where the present church now stands. The 
present church was built in 1 891, at a cost of about three thousand dollars. 

The monthly meeting and meeting for ministry and oversight were or- 
ganized in January, 1884. The following ministers were recorded: Harlin 
Carter, Sarah E. Woodard. Philip Slack, Barclay Hampton, Pliny Fry, H. 
Martin, Z. L. Martin. Samuel Ha worth and possibly others, many of whom 
have been active in pastoral work for years. Zenas L. Martin was superinten- 
dent of mission work in Cuba and Arthur Chilson superintendent of African 
industrial mission in Africa. 

The following have served as pastors: Soon after the organization 
the meeting chose Pliny Fry as leader and later on as pastor (said to be 
the first on record in Iowa yearly meeting) and from that time on the pastors 
were as follows: Pliny Fry. 1883 to 1885; Nelson Hull, 1885: Harlin Carter. 
1 888- 1 889; Truman C. Kenworthy. 1889-1892: S. L. Haworth. 1892-1895: 
Edward L. Requa, 1895-1896; Harlin Parker, 1896-1897; Henry Pemberton. 
1 897- 1 899; Laura Townsend. 1899- 1902; L. Maria Dean, 1902-1903; Isaac 
N. Rich, 1 903- 1 905; Bessie F. Collins, 1905-07 ; C. J. Bowles, 1907-08; A. W. 
Hammond. 1908-09: Clark Brown. 1909 and still pastor of the church. 

Fairview Friends meeting was set up in March, 1883, with the following 
members: George Williams, Martha Williams, Dan Lundy, Sally Lundy, 
John Hobson, Susan Hobson, Abe Hutchens. Elzena Hutchens. Alpheas Al- 
bertson, Dinah Albertson. Santford Spence, Rebecca Spence, Linn Baldwin. 
Mrs. Linn Baldwin. Minnie Lundy, E. A. Rhoades, Emeline Rhoades, George 
Rhoades. John Rash, Santford Reece, America Reece. Will S. Reece. Laura 
Reece, Mrs. Mary Morris. There are now fifty members in the church. 

The following have served as ministers : George White, Charles Gil- 
ford. Alexander Martin, Henry Pemberton, Elwood Knight, Ezra Hindshaw, 
Mrs. Alvira Hindshaw. Charles Kinley, Issac Rich, Harlan Parker. Henry 
Hickman, Mrs. Georgia Reece, Clifford Jones, Abner White, Fred Comfort, 
John Bowles, and Joseph Sopher, the present minister. 

The meeting here started with a prayer meeting held in the Fairview 
school house. Soon afterwards George White held a series of meetings in 
which fifty persons were converted. This organization has always been sup- 
plied with a minister since it first started. 

Chester Friends church, located on section 26, of Providence township, 
was organized in 1869. The following were the original members: I. L. Bond, 
minister, I. Hadley. James Lundy and a few others. Several years prior to 
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this a Sabbath school, Sabbath and mid-week meeting had l)een held at the 
school house. The pastors have been inclusive of the following : I. S. Bond, 
J. S Hackett, E. W. Hinshaw. Elvira Hinshaw, YY. H. Hickman, Georgia 
Reece. Ouincy Stanfield, Jessie Logan. C. \\ r . Kindley. B. R. Newby, Z. H. 
Doane. 

Ry direction of Honey Creek quarterly meeting, a monthly meeting was 
organized in 1892, with the following members: C. YY. Kindley, E. YY. Hin- 
shaw, E. B. Mendenhall, H. M. Hadley, Joseph Spurgin, with their families 
and others. In 1898, finding the church inadequate to accommodate the con- 
gregation, a new frame building, thirty by forty-six feet, was erected on the 
same site at a cost of one thousand eight hundred dollars. The first meeting 
house was a frame building, twenty-two by thirty- four feet. The present 
membership of this meeting is sixty-eight. 

Honey Creek Friends church, near the center of Providence township, 
was organized in 1852. the first in the county. It now has a membership of 
one hundred and sixty-three. When the church was first organized the mem- 
bership consisted of the following: William Dobbins. Sr., and wife. William 
Dobbins, Jr.. and family, Levi Reece and wife, William Reece and family. 
William Hobson, a minister, James Tulburt and family. Joseph Dillon and 
family, Samuel Dillon and wife. James Rawnsley and family. 

The ministers who had charge of the meeting in the early days were 
William Hobson, who was a charter member, and Daniel Martin, who came in 
ifoo. In the winter of 1874 Jacob Hinshaw held a revival service, the first 
within the limits of Honey Creek quarterly meeting, which resulted in one 
hundred and eighty conversions. The other ministers here were : Dr. Elias 
Jcssup. one year; George B. White, one year; Zenas L. Martin, one year; 
Charles Hammond, three years; Isaac W. Rich, two years; Thomas Harlan 
Parker, two years; John Hadley. two years; Henry Hickman, one year; Miles 
Reece, one year; Henry Hickman, one year (second time); James Pickard, 
one year; Milo Reece, one year; C. John Bowles, two years; Joseph Sopher. 
present pastor. 

The first meeting house was a double log house, built in 1854, with little 
cash outlay. In 1859 a new building, thirty-two by forty-eight, was erected in 
it« place. This has been remodeled and still serves the congregation. 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

The Christian church, or Church of Christ, in Hardin county is quite 
well represented and in places very strong as a religious denomination. It was 
organized in Eldora May 20, 1855. Peter Mason was elected elder and Jona- 
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than Conner and Reuben King, deacons. In 1857, W. A. Faddis, William 
Faddis Blair and R. L. Parker were added to the eldership, and L. Clinken- 
heard. William Robinson. A. Park. J. II. Majors, deacons. For a short time 
the church prospered fairly, but it was not long before the interest in church 
work slackened. A re-organization took place July 2, 1865. After the re-or- 
ganization, the fust pa>tor was David Miller, followed by Elders X. A. Mc- 
Connell. \\ . M. Roe. James Hncell. Peter Yogel. A. B. Cornell. D. R. Dungan. 
Henry Shadel and C. A. Stephens. 

For thirteen years after the organization this people had no house of wor- 
ship of their own. but held meetings in school houses, private dwellings and 
at the court house. In 1867 a house of worship was provided, at a cost of 
three thousand dollars, having a seating capacity of about three hundred. 
Up to 1882 there had been enrolled on the church taoks four hundred and 
ninety-tour separate members. The present edifice was erected in 1905. at a 
cost of eight thousand dollars. It is thirty-two by fifty-eight feet, and consists 
of a stone basement with brick superstructure. It is an historical fact that 
this church has had a checkered career — up on the mountain and at times 
depressed down in the valley, having had a membership of from one to two 
hundred at different times. Its present membership is about one hundred 
and thirty. It has always been a church of plain people. While it always 
protests against Romanism, as do the other evangelistic bodies in Eldora, it 
takes advanced grounds along the line of church union of the various Pro- 
testant denominations. 

As a record for future reference, the following list of workers from 
among the pastors and evangelists roll will be appended: J. K. Hansberry. 
18^5-58: Jonas Hartzell. i860, pastor and evangelist, irregular; Julius A. 
Stevens, 1861-64. pastor regular; A. Cordner. 1864. brief; Jonas Hartzell, 
1804. pastor and evangelist, irregular; I). D. Miller, 1864-66, pastor : Father 
John Martindale. i8(,6. pastor; X. A. McConnell. 1866-70. pastor and evange- 
list, irregular; John C. Hay. 1868. evangelist: J. M. Yawter. 1869. evangelist; 
William M. Rowe. 1869. pastor : John Fmccll. pastor. 1872; James G. Encell. 
1872-73. pastor; Rev. Pinkerton. 1874. pastor; Peter Yogel. 1874. pastor: A. 
R. Cornell. 1875-77. pastor; D. R. Dungan. 1877-79. pastor; Allen Hickey. 
1879; F. M. Bruner, 1879. evangelist: (ieorge T. Carpenter. 1880. occasional; 
Henry Shadle. 1881-82. pastor; Rev. Streator. 1882: Charles A. Stevens. 
1881-83. minister; J. W. McClure, 1884-86. minister; J. M. Yawter, 1885. 
evangelist; H. T. Morrison, 1886-89, minister: Charles Edward Pomeroy. 
1889-91. minister; J. A. Calhoun. 1892, minister; A. II. Carter. 1892. evange- 
list; W. E. Jones, 1892. minister; J. H. Mundy. 1892 94, minister; J. H. 
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Blake. 1894-96, minister; Lee B. Myers, 1896, evangelist; Charles E. Wells, 
1896-99, minister; D. L. Dunkelberger, 1899-1901, minister; Holly B. Hale, 
1902. minister; A. B. Cornell, 1902, minister; T. R. Hodkinson, 1903-04, min- 
ister; J. C. Lemon. 1904, minister; J. M. Hoffman, 1904-05, minister and 
evangelist; Rev. O'Connor, 1905-06, minister; W. E. Bowers, 1907-08, min- 
ister; I. A. Carney, 1909-10, minister. 

The Church of Christ at Whitten has had the following history, gleaned 
from the records and other reliable sources by the present pastor, Rev. S. P. 
Telford: 

In the fall of 1880 the Chicago & Northwestern Railway crossed the 
Hardin county line at the present site of Written and the town was started. 
The first Sunday school in the town was organized the next spring and was 
conducted in the new depot. There were a number of Disciples of Christ in 
the community who desired to hold a series of revival meetings with the 
view of organizing a Church of Christ. J. B. Vawter, state secretary of that 
religious body in Iowa, came to Whitten to look over the field and provide 
for its needs. He promised the Disciples a meeting as soon as they could 
secure a suitable building in which to hold it. To meet this emergency, J. Q. 
Irvin, a leader among them, and Doctor Whittaker, a warm friend of the 
church, but not a member, arranged with the school board to build a house 
for both church and school purposes with the understanding that the school 
board should take the building off their hands as soon as the district was able 
to purchase it. 

This building was erected during the summer of 1881, and in the early 
spring of 1882 J. H. Painter was sent to hold a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings. At the close he organized the present Church of Christ, usually spoken 
of as the Christian church. The charter members were John Q. Irvin and 
«ife. J. E. Herr and wife, Miss Catherine Herr, Calvin Headly and wife, L. 
W. Price and wife. Eva and Marv Price, Mrs. Hiram Strauss, Mrs. Beards- 
ley. Mrs. Foster. J. Asher and wife, Mrs. Mason and Mrs. Hobaugh. The first 
officers were ; Rev. S. B. Ross, pastor ; L. W. Price, elder ; deacons, J. Asher 
and Calvin Headly; trustees, J. Q. Irvin, J. E. Herr and Calvin Headly. 

During the summer of 1882 the first church building, a frame structure, 
was erected at a cost of one thousand two hundred dollars, and was dedi- 
cated October 22. 1882. by J. A. Walters. In 1906 this house was sold and 
moved away and a splendid modern frame house of worship was erected to 
n^ct the needs of the growing congregation, at a cost of eight thousand 
dollars. 

S. B. Ross was the first pastor, and since then the following ministers 
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have served the church in the same capacity and in the order given: T. F. 
Odenweller, H. T. Morrison, A. Calhoun, G. W. Burch, P. S. Olson, D. K. 
Snider, T. P\ Odenweller (second pastorate), Eugene Curless, J. \V. Ellis, 
F. V. Kearns. J. F. Stebbins. and the present pastor. S. l\ Telford. 

The following ministers have served the church in evangelistic meetings: 
J. II. Painter. J. A. W alters. J. B. Yawter. G. T. Johnson. J. F. Denton. J. 
P. Martindale. A. Martin. Lawrence Wright, James Small. M. F. Redlein, 
J. 1". Ghonnley. C. ( i. Stout. C harles C unningham and C. L. Organ. 

At the present the church has a membership of one hundred ami seventy, 
and a very active Bible school with an enrollment of one hundred and fifty. 

The present officers are: Flders, S. P. Telford (pastor). Eugene Curless, 
J. II. Moore. J. F. I hackery; deacons. L. S. Ingham. C. Y. Hauser, X. 0. 
Mauser. F. B. Arncy, A. J. Maine, F. J. Mauser. C. F. I bach. L. L. Hauser 
and Lewis Miller. 

The Grant Center Church of Christ was organized in January, 1804, 
by Charles D. Mougham. pastor of the church at Zeariug. and he served them 
as their pastor. The present membership is ninety-two. of whom forty-one 
were charter members of the society. 

The ministers who have so far had charge at this point are: Revs. 
Charles Moughman. James R. Mclntire, Leslie Wolf. B. F. Salmon. Mr. Ains- 
worth and Tomer Lewis. At present the minister who >erves at Zearing, 
Marshall county, preaches for the Grant Center church every Lord's day in 
the afternoon. 

The Christian church in Cnion was organized in 1876 bv Flder P. G. 
Russell, of Des Moines. It was in the month of March of that year and the 
able man just named held a series of meetings, commencing in February of 
that year, and on the 26th of that month sixteen persons united with the 
church, the first who had been baptized in the town. The first membership 
consisted of the following: John Q. Irvin. Mrs. Eliza Irvin. H. L. Burns, 
A. I. Nelson, C. Martinger, George Dunnels, J. A. Adams. O. R. Adams. 
David Mohersell. Mrs. M. J. Rodwell, Miss Cora Burns, A. H. Harris. B. F. 
Phelps. A. Mauk. C. Shaflfner and F. Shaflfner. Among the pastors are the 
following named : Rev. Russell, W r . R. Slater, C. E. Foote. Mathew W'ini^ 
and J. E. Denton, all before 1882. The record has not been handed us oi 
the more recent preachers. 

The church now has a membership of one hundred and fifty. The 
church building was erected in 1877, a frame structure, costing about two 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

The Church of Christ at Iowa Falls was organized September 3. 1 S< .»*>- 
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It now has a membership of eighty. A church edifice was erected in 1002. 
I he charter members were these: James A. Harp, Mary C. Harp. Miss Helen 
Harp. L. W. Swem. Mrs. L. \Y. Swem. Miss Clay Swem, Isaiah Biggs, \V. K. 
McCormick, Mrs. \V. F. McCormick. Grace McCormick, Mary McCormick, 
O. J. Wadlcy. Mrs. O. J. Wadley, Mrs. Karst. Mrs. S. Cassady. T. I'. Justice. 
Mrs. T. K. Justice, Clarence Lane. Mrs. H. B. Slayton. Ransford Replogle, 
Ella Van Guilder. The pastors who have served this church are : Revs. \V. 
F. McCormick, F. Fillmore, Rev. Arthur, C. C. Davis, O. P. Burris, A. J. 
Carrick. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES. 

The first sermon preached in the county was by a Presbyterian minister 
named Rev. J. R. Lowrance. In the summer of 1857, Rev. John Price, an 
oM-school Presbyterian minister, then at Berlin, this county, preached occa- 
sionally at FJdora, and also delivered some lectures on "Prophecy and Reve- 
lations." 

In the autumn of 1858. Rev. K. L. Dodder came to F.ldora, from Fort 
IMge, and preached as a missionary of the same church. Alxuit the same 
time. A. A. Rogers, a minister of the United Presbyterian church, came here. 
ha\mg been on an exploring expedition, going through Iowa by a circuitous 
route, going west as far as the Indian country, and ascending the Missouri 
river into Dakota territory, traveling hundreds of miles on foot over the 
t«oumuV* prairies. Of all home missionaries, perhaps none were mote 
talented, none more self-denying and noble, yet none quite as peculiar as he 
was. 

In the fall of 18O1 Rev. John M. Hoggs, of Independence. Iowa, came 
t" Kldora, by imitation, to form a Presbyterian church. After several weeks 
here, he secured Rev. J. P. Fox. who labored here some time. But the Civil 
war came on and men's minds were drawn to military affairs and there were 
two side- to handle in church matters — the Union and non-Union parts of 
tlie denomination. In the winter of 1865-60 a move was set on foot to unite 
the old-school and new-school wings of the church, in the county in general. 
\oth Kldora as a central meeting place, but the feeling was st ill too strong 
'T uniting and the scheme dropped. Jr. December. 186(1, a nio\r was made 
t" continue what was left of the old organization at Berlin with the United 
I'rcMMerians. as well as some old-school Presbyterians living near Xenia 
and some alxuit Kldora. in an old-school church at Kldora. A meeting was 
called for this purpose in January. 1867. at the house of (ieovge Mc Kirov, 
"lien 1. M. Bovd was appointed to correspond with some ministers. Letters 
<9) 
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were sent out. but no reply came: another set were sent forth, which brought 
a response from Rev. Boggs. of Independence. Iowa, and others. In June, 
1807. Rev. J. I). Mason came from Davenport and preached several times 
in the old court house, then the only meeting room in Eldora. A time was 
fixed on which to organize a church at Eldora. but no place could be had to 
hold such meeting in Eldora. so the persons interested, including Messrs. 
Gunn and Boyd, hail to go through the town and on four miles to Xcnia 
in order to lind a suitable place in which a Presbyterian church could 1* 
formed, the same to be an Eldora religious society. So. on July 27. 1867. 
the church, known as the "Presbyterian C hurch of Eldora. Hardin county. 
Iow a.*' w as formed, w ith the follow ing meml>ership : William A. Sloan, 
Joseph Hunter. Jane Hunter. Nancy Hunter. George McElrov. Rachel 
Sproull. Janu> Woodsidc. J. M. Boyd. William Walker. Margaret Gunn, 
Edwin Gilchrist. The first ruling elders were William A. Sloan. George Mc- 
Elroy and J. M. Boyd. 

In May. i8o<). lots were purchased in block 14 and the present brick 
church was built, at a cost of seven thousand dollars. Among the pastors of 
an earlv date in the history of the church may be named Revs. Bong. C. M. 
Howe and Thomas Hickling. who came in 1880. In 1882 the church was 
in a prosperous condition and for many years thereafter, but of late, on ac- 
count of deaths, removals and other towns springing up. the membership has 
decreased until a pastor is not supported. A Sabbath school is kept up. 
however, at this date and the society still owns its original property. 

The Eirst Presbyterian church of Acklev was organized Octol>er 21. 
1807. bv Rev. G. H. Chatterton. presbyterial missionarv. The charter mem- 
bers were John Rath and Elizabeth Rath, his wife. Daniel Currier and Clar- 
issa Currier, his wife, and Mrs. Sarah D. Currier. 

The Rev. G. H. Chatterton became stated supplv of this organization 
until the fall of i8oq. The civil part of the society was duly established 
November 12. 1867. D. Currier. Dr. J. S. Kelso and John Rath were chosen 
as trustees. The articles of incorporation were duly signed on the same date. 
The first edifice was a frame building built in the year 1869. The cost of 
same, including the ground, was three thousand nine hundred dollars. No- 
vember 20, 1869. the Rev. B. Mills, by appointment of the board of home 
missions, took charge of the church. On the 28th day of November. 18^0. 
the edifice being completed, it was dedicated, the Rev. B. Mills preaching 
the sermon from Haggai 2:7. The Rev. G. H. Chatterton and Rev. Gossan!, 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, assisted in the service. The Rev. H. 
Mills ceased his ministry here June 18. 1871. Erom this time the church 
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was vacant, having only occasional services until the arrival of Rev. George 
Earhart, May 15. 1872, when he began his services with the church. Im- 
provements were made on this edifice from time to time until the year 1894, 
when, owing to the growth of the church and the need of a larger building, 
a new brick church was erected, at a cost of sixteen thousand dollars. The 
Rev. George Earhart continued as pastor of the church until July 1, 1899. 
His resignation was presented to the church May 4, 1899, after a faithful 
service of twenty -seven years. His resignation was reluctantly accepted. His 
pastoral relations were dissolved June 13, 1899, to take effect July 1, 1899. 

A call was given to the Rev. Hugh McNinch, July 26, 1899, to become 
pastor of the church. This call was accepted, and he was installed as pastor 
of the church October 11, 1899, and continued as pastor until the time of his 
resignation, November 24, 1907. From this time on until March 25, 1908, 
the church was supplied by special services. March 25, 1908, the Rev. How- 
ard Wright Johnston was called as pastor and was publicly installed as such, 
Friday evening, May 1, 1908. His pastorate has been continuous until the 
present time. 

The church membership at this time (January 17, 191 1) is two hun- 
dred and seven members. The church session consists of W. A. Young, clerk ; 
John Rath. S. Bloch, John T. Milliken, Joseph Hunt and Charles W. Raisch. 
The trustees are Theodore T. Roosevelt, S. Y. Eggert, Andrew Rath. Henry 
Hembd. F. J. Martin, and Van Vorst Roosevelt, secretary and treasurer. 

The Owasa Presbyterian church was organized December 29. 1891, by 
Rev. George Earhart and Rev. William Bryant, of the home missionary com- 
mittee, and Rev. W. A. McMinn, pastor. The charter members were Alex. 
Gunn. Margaret Gunn, Roger Kirkpatrick, Jane Kirkpatrick. Annie Kirk- 
Patrick. Miss Belle J. Gunn, Miss Kate Gunn. John Gunn. Mrs. Eva Gunn, 
E. E Johnston. Mrs. Lucetta Johnston, A. J. Nickols. Lucina Nickols. Mrs. 
Siba Xickols. William Trickey, Margaret Trickey. Monroe Babcock, T. J. 
Johnson and Miss Eliza C. Fisk. Roger Kirkpatrick, Monroe Babcock and 
John Gunn were elected elders. The trustees were Alex. Gunn, A. J. Nickols 
and William Trickey. 

A new church building was dedicated on Sabbath, September 4, 1892, 
the same costing two thousand dollars. It was heated by a furnace and quite 
modern in its appointments. Rev. McMinn served as pastor about two years, 
and was succeeded by Rev. George Yule, Rev. Fonkin, Rev. Hunt, Rev. M. 
T. Ramer and Rev. Ira Clark. 

For a number of years the church grew in membership and highly pros- 
pered. It wa* largely composed of farmers and their families, who later re- 
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moved to larger towns; a number died, after which the membership was too 
small to maintain the support of a pastor, so the few who were left decided 
to sell the church property, which was effected in 1909, it being purchased by 
the school board, who paid about the amount the church had borrowed from 
the church extension society. Since then many of the Presbyterians have 
worshiped with the Methodist people. 

The First Presbyterian church of Steamboat Rock was formed in 
1857, by Rev. Moses Robinson, who had charge three years. Its first ruling 
elders were Robert Hunter and Joseph Alley. The church was not incor- 
porated until later, and Rev. \V. Jones secured, by donation, a lot and rock 
with which to build a foundation for a church. His labors ceased in 1865. 
The church was completed in 1867, at a cost of three thousand three hundred 
dollars. This church struggled along many years, now having a pastor and 
again were without years at a time, until finally the church went down en- 
tirely, the Congregationalists and Methodists occupying the field alone at 
this date. 

The history of the Point Pleasant Presbyterian church, down to 1882. 
is here appended, and is from the pen of J. M. Boyd: 

In the fall of 1859 ^ ev - Williston Jones, a church extension missionary 
of the Iowa Valley presbytery, in what was then known as the "New School 
Presbyterian church." visited this neighborhood. He first preached at the 
house of Lewis Howell, Esq.. two miles west of Point Pleasant; later at the 
Shintaffer school house. He continued to preach during that fall and winter 
and on the 6th day of February, i860, he organized a church composed of 
fourteen members. During this pioneer revival the conversion of Judge Mc- 
Intyre occurred and it needs more than a passing notice in this connection. A 
man of more than ordinary force of character and intelligence, well posted, 
but rough exterior; very little polished manners; a bold avowed infidel of 
more than forty years. Learning of the interest at the meetings he went 
over to hear the preacher, Rev. Jones, who spoke from the text. "And we do 
all fade as a leaf."' Mr. Jones was no master theologian, but was deeply 
in earnest and preached with feeling and much power. At the close of the 
sermon the old Judge came up to the preacher, trembling like a leaf, and ex- 
claimed. "You, sir, must be terribly mistaken, or else I am." He commenced 
a controversy. "But I have no time to argue now." said Mr. Jones, "as I 
have another appointment at Steamboat Rock, and must go." And away 
went the minister for a fourteen-mile drive and wade through the snow drifts, 
over the bleak prairies, to his appointment. But returning, he found the irate 
Judge meek and humble. Judge Mclntyre lived the four remaining years of 
his life a useful member and also an elder of the church. 
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In September, i860, plans were made to erect a church and a committee 
was appointed to raise funds. Money was out of the question. At the com- 
mittee meeting it was resolved to send four loads of wheat to Iowa City 
(one hundred and ten miles distant) to buy materials for the meeting house. 
The men taking the wheat must take their own provisions and feed and camp 
out by the roadside enroute. This wheat brought thirty-five to forty cents 
per bushel, hence the necessity of economy. The church went up and in later 
years had to be re-roofed. The membership of the society in 1883 was about 
twenty-five. The facts on the final outcome of this church the author has not 
been furnished with. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 

This denomination has, at present, the following churches within Har- 
din county: Eldora, Alden, Iowa Falls, Union, Steamboat Rock and 
Buckeye. 

The First Congregational church of Eldora was organized January 21, 
1868 by the following membership: Erastus Temple, Mrs. Mary M. Temple, 
Samuel S. Waldo, Mrs. Martha B. Waldo, Mrs. Melinda Eastman, Mrs. 
Man W. Eastman. The membership of this church in January, 191 1, was 
two hundred and forty-eight. 

The pastors serving at Eldora have been : Revs. Charles F. Boynton, 
1868-73; Alpheus Graves. 1873-74: A. A. Baker, 1874-76; John R. Barnes, 
1876-78; James R. Knodell, 1879-83 ; Ephraim Adams, 1883-89; Rev. Kent, 
1889-98; J. W. Cowan, 1898-1901 ; J. P. Clyde, 1901-03; C. C. Warner, 
1903-08; W. G. Ramsay, 1908 and still serving acceptably. 

The first church building here was erected of frame, at a cost of two 
thousand dollars, in 1868; the next was in 1875, of frame, costing seven 
thousand dollars; the present magnificent edifice was constructed in 1894, at 
a cost of twenty-one thousand five hundred dollars, without lot and pipe 
organ. 

In 1908 the society held a three days' celebration of the fortieth anniver- 
sary of the church at Eldora. 

The Congregational church at Buckeye had its beginning in the country 
outside the present village in Buckeye township. The history of the church, 
as it appeared in the former county historical work, published in 1882, says, 
"The first religious services held in the township were held at the house of 
John Snider, on section 2, in May, 1856, by deacon Fabin Beard, of the Con- 
gregational church. There are no church edifices within this township and 
no organized bodies of Christians, the believers having their membership in 
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some congregation in close proximity to this township. The Congregational 
society of Alden has quite a large membership in this township, the society 
being known as the Alden and Buckeye Congregational Society." 

The Congregational church at Buckeye was organized July 8, 1893, by 
twenty-six constituent members. A church edifice was erected in 1903, now 
valued at eight hundred dollars. The present membership, on account of 
removals and deaths and other changes, only amounts to nine. The following 
were the charter members of this church : A. P. Kellogg, L. T. Beard, A. E. 
Smith, Mrs. E. C. Edwards, Mrs. P. M. Edwards, Mrs. J. D. Bowers, Mrs. 
Hattie Kellogg, Mrs. Myrtle* Barhite, Mrs. Lena Smith, Mrs. Ella Barhite, 
Marcia Kellogg, Carrie Barhite. Mrs. M. A. Barhite, Mrs. J. H. Snyder, J. B. 
Bowers, F. L. Lyke. Mrs. F. L. Lyke, Mrs. A. T. Rand, C. Hulbert Lyke. 
Ethel Kellogg, E. F. Moulton, Mary Smith, L. J. Kinney, Mrs. L. T. Beard. 
Mrs. Alice Beard. Mrs. Clara Benshoof. 

The pastors who have served this society are : Revs. C. N. Lyman, G. 
R. Fitch. October, 1894. to 18Q5: C. N. Lyman. 1895 to 1897; Rev - Felles - 
1898; Rev. Bo wen ; C. N. Lyman, summer, 1900; L. B. Bickford. 1902; 
Vinton P. Eastman, student from Oberlin (Ohio) Seminary, summer. 1905; 
Rev. Brockert. 1905-07; Rev. Axtell, January, 1910, to June, 1910; Joseph 
Harris, a student from Iowa Falls College, for a supply during the college 
term. 

The First Congregational church at Union was organized in 1871. The 
charter members of this church were these: A. F. Wood and wife. E. H. 
Humeston and wife. W. Langdon and wife, A. A. Van Voorhis and wife, 
Mrs. O. D. Wood. E. J. Crider and wife. A. English and wife. 

A frame church was erected in 1874, which served until 1908. when it 
was sold and the present fine new edifice constructed of cement blocks, at a 
cost of ten thousand dollars. It was finished in 1908. The present member- 
ship of this church is one hundred and twenty-two. 

The Congregational church (First) at Steamboat Rock was organized 
May 26, 1897, w ' tn forty members. The present church membership is 
thirty-five. The pastors serving this church have been : Revs. E. Kent. W. 
C. Hicks. Charles Wayatt, A. A. Baker, B. J. Rhodes, Gilbert Holcomb. 
Joseph Toms, H. H. Pittman. Fred G. Wangelin. 

The church edifice occupied and now owned by this society was formerly 
owned by the Presbyterian people, who disbanded and sold to the Congrega- 
tionalists and some united with the last named church. This is a frame struc- 
ture erected about fifty years ago. 

The First Congregational church of Iowa Falls was organized in 1856 
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with Mr. Fabian, Alice Baird, David Beard, Theron Kellogg. Marcia Kellogg. 
Lucindia Kellogg and Elizabeth Kellogg as charter members. The first com- 
munion service was held on Sunday, October 10, 1856. with Rev. O. Eninier- 
son. agent for the American Home Missionary Society, officiating. Deacon 
F. Baird, Theron Kellogg, Robert Wright. Alfred Woods and Joshua Rich- 
ardson were the first church officers. Rev. John Wilcox was the first settled 
pastor, remaining one year. The various pastors have been as follows : Revs. 
John Wilcox; William Kent, 1860-62; R. Graves, 1863; W. W. Terry; J. L. 
Atkinson; 0. Clark, 1873-74; D. J. Baldwin, 1874-78; Asa Countryman, 
1878-81 ; T. G. Reid, 1881-85; S. Simonds. 1885-88: H. B. Long, to 
1890; J. B. Chase, 1890-92; A. M. Chase, 1892-95; Thomas Price, 1895-06; 
William Hardcastle. 1907, the present pastor. 

The first church was erected in 1866 and added to in 1888. It is built of 
stune quarried from the quarries of Iowa Falls. Its cost was twelve thousand 
dollars. A parsonage was built in 1905. worth five thousand dollars. 

The present membership of this church is three hundred and thirty-two. 
In 1882 the membership was only about eighty. 

The Alden and Buckeye Congregational society was organized July 4, 
186/). when a large number of persons took letters from the Iowa Falls 
church. The first regular pastor was Rev. H. A. Thompson, who came from 
Ohio in the fall of 1864 and moved to eastern Iowa in 1868. The first 
church edifice was erected in 1866. the corner stone being set July 4th of that 
year. It was a frame structure, forty by fifty feet, and its cost was three 
thousand three hundred dollars. From its beginning down to 1880 this 
Society had an average memlxrship of fifty-five. Owing t<> the fact that no 
recent historical data was sent the publisher, the later history cannot here be 
ffiven. Suffice to say. however, that many of the best men of that neighbor- 
hood, in an early day, were of this church. Deacon Jesse Rogers and the 
Beards and C. K. Wood were among the influential members at one time. 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF THE COUNTY. 

The largest Catholic element of Hardin county is located in and near 
the town of Ackley. where a very strong church is maintained. Its member- 
ship almost equals the total of all other denominations in that vicinity, and 
they include some of the best farmers and business factors in that part of 
Hardin county. These at first included the pioneer band of settlers who 
Uatcd about Downer's Grove and its neighborhood, long before Ackley and 
railroad days were even thought of. Patrick McCann and Patrick Muldoon 
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came in 1854. In 1855. in the month of June, came Messrs. John Quigley, 
William Tobins. James King, and Michael Ryan, all from McHenry county. 
Illinois. Michael McCormick. Peter McMahon and Anthony Weibel arrived 
later in the same year. 

Father Emmons visited the settlement in August, 1855. 1 ne next vis ' ta * 
tion was made by Father Tracy in 1856. who with about a half dozen fami- 
lies were on their way to Sioux City to form a settlement. They remained 
about a week and departed, taking Mr. McCormick and family with them. 

From 1857 to 1869 Father Shields, of Waverly, visited the settlement 
on an average of twice each year. 

In 1863 the Catholics started a fund to build a church and petitioned 
Bishop Smythe. of Dubuque, for a priest. 

In 1866. Father Butler came from Fort Dodge and laid the foundation 
of the first church, its size being twenty-six by fifty feet. He was succeeded 
by Father Gunn, in the same year, who completed the church. At that date 
the following constituted the families of the membership of this church, 
hence may well be known in local and church history as ''charter members:" 
Michael Ryan. John Quigley, Austin McGill. John Fahey. Anthony Weibel. 
Patrick McCann. Patrick Muldoon. Michael Cavenaugh. Martin Manley. 
Peter McMahon. Mrs. Bridget Shimers, John Ryan, John O'Xeil. John 
Mulcahey. Anthony Mulcahey, John O'Hearn. Patrick Keough. John Mc- 
Gough. Timothy May, John Noonan. John Murry. John Flowe. Mrs. Cath- 
erine McManas. Daniel O'Neill. Patrick McXally. John Fitzgerald. Stephen 
Edward Hays. Patrick Kiley. Philip Kiley. John Quinlan. Patrick Shockrow, 
A. Brew, Patrick Cassidy, William Small. Martin Cooney. Michael Nugent. 
Hugh McVay. 

Father Gunn completed the church named and held services once or 
twice a month till his successor. Rev. Peter O'Dowd, w as appointed by Bishop 
Hennessey as pastor in the spring of 1870. His first baptism was February 
15th. Margaret Agnes Donovan, daughter of John Donovan and Margaret 
Covle. By this time the congregation was quite large and the church building 
was too small. In 1873 Father O'Dowd put an addition of twenty-five feet 
onto the original building, and this fairly accommodated the people. In 1876 
the congregation had so increased that it was decided to build a parochial 
school. At this early date in Iowa, this was no small undertaking. A school, 
built in L shape, was erected, the main structure l>eing twenty-six by sixty 
feet and the wing thirty-two by thirty-four feet. A school was opened there 
in the autumn of 1876 by the Presentation Sisters, who had at the opening 
about one hundred and forty pupils in three rooms. By this time the congrc- 
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gation had reached about two hundred families. This school cost about 
twelve thousand dollars and the good work is still kept going on. Since 1883 
the school has been taught by the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, of Dubuque. In 1877-78 some of the families got the moving fever 
and while quite a number moved on farther west and north many more filled 
their places from the east. In November, 1881, Father O'Dowd was trans- 
ferred to Independence, Iowa, and his place taken by Father D. H. Murphy, a 
most energetic and successful pastor. In 1883, Father Murphy put an addi- 
tion to the parish house at a cost of eight hundred dollars, and by his steady 
work paid off the debt on the convent. Unfortunately his health failed and 
he had to seek a new climate. In 1884 he left for Colorado, to the great re- 
gret of all the congregation. 

Father Murphy was followed by Rev. L. H. Burns in November, 1884. 
He is the present pastor at Rockwell, Iowa. Father Burns made himself 
agreeable and was generally liked by his people. In November, 1887, he was 
transferred to another field and followed by Rev. Father M. Magher, who is 
«till faithfully serving the Ackley congregation to the entire satisfaction of his 
people and is universally respected by both Catholics and Protestants alike. 

Archbishop Hennessey was never satisfied with things at a standstill and 
at his confirmation in 1878 he suggested the erection of a new church. Rome 
was not built in a day and it takes time to build, including the organizing 
work necessary to such an end. The old church had served well its purpose 
and the number and circumstances of the congregation suggested something 
tetter. So the present brick building was erected. Its size is forty-four by 
une hundred and fourteen feet and six inches, with side walls twenty feet 
high. Its imposing steeple towers heavenward to the dizzy height of one 
hundred feet. The church has a seating capacity of five hundred and fifty 
!*rvniv Its walls are nicely frescoed and it has stained glass windows; also 
the neu building has three very nice gothic altars made in white and gold. 
The first services were held in the new church Christmas day. 1891. to the 
great joy and happiness of the people. This was the beginning of a new era 
in church building in Ackley . To the credit of the congregation be it re- 
ceded that there was in the treasury on that Christmas day over one hundred 
dollars above the cost of the building, which was about thirteen thousand 
dollars. 

hi t8o2 the old church property was sold and a new parochial brick 
residence, thirty by thirty-eight feet, consisting of eleven rooms, was erected 
"i 1803 and occupied for the first time <»n Columbus day of that year. 

The convent and residence were heated by stoves and the church by 
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furnace until the fall of 1903. In 1903 there was installed a modern steam 
heating plant which heats the three buildings, convent, house and church. 
This plant cost three thousand dollars, besides plumbings five hundred extra. 
The rule under the present administration, is to "Pay as you go," a good rule 
at all times, in all places. 

The present congregation numl>ers one hundred and thirty-five families. 
The pastor is hale ami hearty and "peace reigns supreme on the banks of the 
Beaver," he states to the writer. 

In almost every Catholic parish there is the Rosary Society whose mem- 
bers enjoy many spiritual advantages. Here in Ackley there are five circles. 

In 1879 there was established the Society of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, with a membership of about seventy, for the young ladies of the parish. 
This continues to the present date, 191 1. It is yearly recruited from the first 
communion class. In 1880 was established the Society of the Holy Name, 
whose meml>ers pledge themselves not to curse and swear or use profane 
language. For a few years the membership was small, but gradually in- 
creased to alxnit sixty. They also pledge themselves to abstain from intoxi- 
cating drinks until they have reached the age of twenty-one years. 

In 1898 was organized a branch of the Catholic Mutual Protective So- 
ciety, an insurance body. This has not the membership it should have, but is 
gradually picking up in membership, which is now ten. The president of the 
local branch is Joseph Keninger and the secretary, Jacob Reichtsmeir. 

The Catholic church of Fldora was organized by Father O'Dowd more 
than thirty years ago. This good man of God was located at Ackley and he 
had Fldora as an out-mission, and here a little church was erected on a lot 
near the present tile works. This building served the congregation until the 
present edifice was erected by Rev. P. J. Smith, at a cost of seven thousand 
dollars, in about 1899. Doctor Murphy, of Chicago, succeeded Father 
O'Dowd, and he was followed by the present pastor at Rockwell City, Cal- 
houn county. Then came Rev. D. Kelley, who was succeeded by Rev. W. I. 
Halpin. now of Algona. Iowa. After him came Rev. P. J. Smith, who in 
turn was followed by the present worthy pastor, Rev. W. J. Convery. 

The present building is in every way ample in size to accommodate the 
congregation, which consists of a membership of a little less than forty fami- 
lies. The congregation owns a neat, comfortable building for the pastor's use. 
The church is entirely out of debt, save about five hundred dollars on the 
parsonage. The Catholic church property in Eldora is valued at about fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

The Catholic church at Iowa Falls was organized in 1885. by Rev. D. 
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Kelly, the first resident priest of Elclora. The Iowa Falls parish was made an 
outpost from F.ldora, which condition still obtains. It is now the intention of 
the Catholic people of Iowa Falls to maintain their own priest in the near 
future. The church there is out of debt and has quite a sum laid by for build- 
ing The property held by the church at low a Falls is estimated to be worth 
about ten thousand dollars, not including the cemetery. 

The present church building was purchased from the old Universalist 
church society and remodeled and dedicated by Archbishop J. J. Keane, of 
Dubuque. It was through Rev. W. J. Convery and the faithful congregation 
that this was accomplished. The parish is now growing and at present has 
about fifty families within its congregation. 

Of the cemetery it may be stated that the church owns six and one-half 
acres, costing one hundred and fifty dollars per acre, but which today could 
not he Wight for three hundred dollars per acre. 

At his death, L. Weingert, a leading citizen of Iowa Falls, a member of 
the Catholic church there, gave four hundred dollars towards the new church 
project and the proceeds of eighty acres of land which he left his daughter, a 
member of St. Francis Order, of Dubuque, he directed should be used for 
parochial school interests in Iowa Falls, providing the Franciscan Sisters had 
charge of it. This was his wish and not his command. So far nothing has 
been done toward establishing this school in Iowa Falls, but it is the intention 
to do so in the near future. Many outside the Catholic church are favorable 
to this move. 

The Catholics hold that education without religion is a dangerous ac- 
quirement for the individual and the state. It is because of this that this 
church makes so many sacrifices to maintain parochial schools. A worthy 
priest recently quoted Washington as saying: "Reason and experience forbids 
us to expect that morality can prevail to the exclusion of religion." 

EVANCELICAL CHURCH. 

Immanuel Evangelical church, at Alden, was organized in April. 1880. by 
L. Rummel. K. Roller. F. Hartman, H. G. Doyen. L. Burns. F. Grocnhoff. K. 
Meppi. H. S. Harms. A. Albers. M. Rehm. There are now forty-five fami- 
hc* Monging to this congregation. 

The pastors who have faithfully served here are as follows: Revs. Eabe. 
i8*v8r; Alexander. 1881-82: Off. 1882-83; Jansen. 1883-90: Fisher. 1890- 
f »r; Fgger, 1891-94; Bendigkeit. 1894-98: Heinhart. 1898-1900; Rixman. 
1900-04: p er | ;904-o9; R. Lorenz, since February 15. 1910. 
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A church was erected in 1SS7. of frame material, which cost one thous- 
and two hundred dollars. In the month of November, 10,10. an addition was 
made to the church, costing one thousand five hundred dollars. 

This denomination has churches at Alden. Buckcve. Acklcv and Hubbard. 

Friedens E\ angelical church at Buckeye w as organized in 1893. by char- 
ter members as follows: Gus Runge. R. Thorns. \V. Thorns. E. Xolte. 1 ; . 
Ratkge. 1. Schuneman. T. Topp, W. Gehrke and A. Peglow. The present 
membership includes twenty-five families. The pastors here have been: 
Revs. Kggert. Damann. I loepner. Rexman. Perl. R. Eorenz. A frame church 
was erected in 1903. at a cost of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

LUTHERAN CHURCHES. 

The Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul's congregation of the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession, at Eldora. was formed away back in the seventies, 
and services were held in private houses and at the old court house until 
their present church edifice was erected about 1885. This denomination lias 
churches at Hubbard and Eldora and includes in its parish a work at the 
village of Owasa. The total number of the Eldora and Owasa congregation 
is five hundred and ten. Of this number, sixty-six are voting members: two 
hundred and eighty-nine are entitled to communion : four hundred and fifty 
communed during 1910: twenty were in attendance at the parochial school; 
twentv-four were baptized: and thirteen were confirmed; five marriages oc- 
curred in the congregation and eight deaths were recorded during the year. 

The pastors who have served since 1882 are: Rev. C. W. Diederich. one 
vear: Rev. G. Haar. from 1885 to April. 1890. then came the present pastor. 
Rev. C. E. Guenthcr. who came from Missouri and has greatly sustained the 
work at this point. 

A good frame church was erected under Rev. Diederich and a parochial 
school soon added, which has been faithfully taught by the pastor. The 
church property is located on the corner of Polk and Hardin streets, and has 
now installed a fine nine-stop pipe organ, completed in January, 1910. at an 
expense of one thousand four hundred dollars. 

This congregation has donated to the various funds, including home and 
foreign missions, the last year the sum of three hundred and three dollars. 
Thi^ shows a devoted, self-sacrificing people. The present pastor is the oldest 
pastor in point of years in Eldora today, having served his congregation al- 
most twenty-one years. He also cares for the work at Owasa and preaches 
once a month at Garvin, where he has twenty-eight souls under his charge. 
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The Petri Lutheran church at Radcliffe was organized in 1896 by a 
goodly number of that faith. It now has a meml>ership of one hundred and 
fifty and is in a prosperous condition. The first church building is being re- 
built at a cost of about seven thousand dollars, and will easily seat three hun- 
dred and fifty. The pastors have been Revs. S. O. Heidal and T. J. Knutson, 
present pastor. 

BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

The First Baptist church of Fldora was organized April 18. 1868. with 
eight constituent members. G. W. Sturgis. Emily H. Sturgis, Augustus 
Stowe. Sarah Stowe. Henry Tolman, Harriett M. Tolman, Lavina Robb and 
Julia Graves, of whom Sarah Sarah Stowe alone is living at an advanced 
age. 

The organization was recognized by a church council as a regular Bap- 
tist church July 12, 1868, the certificate being signed by Revs. John V. Aitchi- 
sonand J. F. Childs. The church was incorporated in 1879. The first serv- 
ices were held in the old school house and for a time in the old court 
house The first church edifice was erected on the corner of Putnam and 
Jefferson streets, at a cost of one thousand four hundred dollars. 

A parsonage was erected some years later, in 1878. In 1889, the present 
church site, corner of Washington and Jasper streets, was purchased, at a cost 
"t one thousand dollars. The new edifice was erected in 1899 at a cost of ten 
thousand dollars. The old property was sold at the same time. In 1904 a 
new parsonage was erected in the rear of the church edifice facing on Jasper 
street, at a cost of three thousand five hundred dollars. The estimated valua- 
tion of the church property at the present time is sixteen thousand dollars. 
A fine grand piano was presented to the church in 1907 by Mrs. Annie Frey as 
a memorial to her son, James Taylor Frey. 

The following pastors have served since the organization of the church: 
Rev.K. P. Barker, 1869 (six months) ; Rev. D. M. Root. 1870 (six months) ; 
Rev. Washington L. Cook. 1871 ; Rev. A. M. Allyn, 1872: Rev. Austin Car- 
penter. 1876-8; Rev. George Houghton. 1878; Rev. T. F. Babcock, 1879; 

Hev. Austin Carpenter. 1881-3; Rcv - Harry Woodson. 1883; Rev. Demas L. 

' Wc. 1885; Rev. H. A. Brown. 1886-8: Rev. H. L. Steele. 1889 (two 

months) ; Rev. Austin Carpenter. 1889-90; Rev. Robert Smith. 1890-93; 

Rev. Dillard. 1893 (three months); Rev. Fred A. Hatter. 1894-7; 

Rev A. H. Ballard, 1897; Rev. O. P. Sonner. 1898- 1900; Rev. W. F. 

Manley, 1900 to the present time. 

The present membership is one hundred and fifty; admissions since the 
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organization of the church, four hundred and seventy-one. The Baptist 
Young People's 1'nion \va> organized in 1891 and has a membership of fifty. 
The Sunday scln m d enrollment is one hundred. There is an effective Ladies' 
Aid and various missionary organizations. 

The Baptist church at Iowa Falls was organized in 1SO2 by Rev. 0. A. 
Holmes, with eight members : Mr. and Mrs. Raymond. Mr. and Mrs. Cop- 
pock. Mr. and Miss Conklin, and Mrs. Lydia Holly. After meeting in 
various places as opportunity afforded them a chance, a church edifice was 
erected at a cost of six thousand dollars, its size being forty by sixty feet. 
In 1S82 the church had a membership of one hundred and seventeen and at 
this writing ( '191 1 ) it has two hundred and seventy-six memlwrs. 

The corner stone of the present beautiful edifice was laid May 8. 1898. 
and the building was completed the year following. It is one of the fine 
church structures in Hardin county. It was erected under the pastorate oi 
Rev. J. W. Crooks. 

The pastors include these: Revs. O. A. Holmes. A. L. Farr. 1). A. 
Robinson. F. B. Witter, Rev. Hayburst, D. I). Propper. G. J. Travis, who 
came in 1879: then came Rev. Thompson. Rev. \Y. L. Randall. Rev. C. J. 
Greenwood, who continued until November 30. 180,5; then came Rev. J. W. 
Crooks, who built the new church building and closed his labors December 25. 
1 80S; then came Rev. A. H. Heaver, from January. 1899, to November. 1903; 
Rev. J R. Hargreaves. from January, 1904, to January, 1908. The present 
pastor. Rev. C. H. Stull. came into the field, and was instrumental in installing 
the new pipe organ, dedicated September 27. 1908. 

The present pastor has charge of Oakland church, in the nearby ncigh- 
}>orhood. and no facts have been obtained as to the history of that church. 

The hirst Baptist church of Steamboat Rock was formed in 1869 and 
in 1S72 the church at Hardin City united with this organization. Later a 
goodly numljcr of these withdrew and organized in Jackson township. The 
first pastor at Steamboat Rock was Rev. Root, who came in 1871. Following 
him came Revs. Allen and Cook. Seventy members were added to the 
church rolls, but by April. 1882: only thirty-two were left. The services 
were held in other churches of the town. The society is not in existence today 

The Baptists effected an organization in Jackson township in 1873. at a 
school house on section 10. Rev. C. Sprague organized the church and be- 
came its first pastor. In 1882 this society had a membership of twenty. N" 
church was ever erected. 
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METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHL'RCHKS. 

The first religious services held in Eldora were at tliq residences of the 
religious dement. Doubtless Rev. J. R. Lowrance preached the first religious 
discourse. Revs. F. C. Crippen and J. W. Stewart came in about the same 
date. A Methodist class was formed in Eldora in 1854 by Rev. J. \V. Stew- 
art For many years the class worshiped in the old court house, but in 1866 
it resolved to erect a church building. The enterprise was headed by the 
Ladies' Aid Society, with Mrs. E. R. Edgington as president. The work 
lagged, but the thimbles and needles kept busy. By the spring of 1808 they 
had accumulated six hundred dollars. This was put into lumber in Dubuque 
and the work soon went forward. On July 4th they held a festival, by which 
"lie hundred and thirty dollars was secured. Some means was secured by. 
suhscription ; the building wa< completed in 1869 and in 1870 a parsonage was 
huilt. This served until the present structure was erected after thoroughly 
modern plans, in 1891. being dedicated December 13th that year. Its cost w as 
twelve thousand dollars. A parsonage was built in 1900. at a cost of two 
thousand five hundred dollars. In July, 1909, a pipe organ was installed, 
which with other improvements, cost two thousand dollars more. 

The semi-centennial anniversary of the founding of the church in Eldora 
wa< celebrated from November 20 to 27. 1904- The present membership is 
three hundred and three. 

The following is supposed to be a correct list of all pastors who have 
served this church: Revs. J. \V. Stewart, two years; Bethnne llolcomb. two 
years; Asa C'ritchtield. one year. J. F. Wcstwood. one year; E. Kendall, one 
year: C. F. McLean, one year; P. X. Mallory. two years; E. Kendall, re- 
turned, one year; \V. H. McKeany. one year; Rev. Crossman. one year; Rev. 
Krmkdl; F. M. Robertson, one year: E. L. Sherman, one year; J. B. Taylor. 
tw> years: F. H. Spurling^one year: E. \Y. Jeffries, two years: (_*. A. I lawn, 
two year-: J. ]■'. Baker, two years; B. C Barnes, two years; J. K. Sniffer, 
tw-u years: John Dnlph. 1 882-84 : Thomas Simmons, 1884-85; \V. II. Slinger- 
land. 1885-8;: J M. Poland. 1887-89: C. H. Marsh. 1889-92; J. A. Davis. 
1X02-03: G. \V. Brindell. 1893-95: G. R. Manning and O. A. Luce. 1 895-06; 
" A. Luce. 1896-97; T. E. Flemming. 1897-98: L. C. Clark. 1898- 1901 : L 
1" Black. 1901-03: Ci. B. Shoemaker. 1903-06; W. F. Spry, 1906-08: \V. E. 
Van Bnren. 1 908-1 1. 

A Methodist Episcopal class was formed at Hazel Green, in 1857. by 
Kev. E C. Cripi>en. which Ixxame a part of this circuit. This was the f.nin- 
l! »t»Mi of t| 1e Methodist Episcopal work at Steamboat Rock. In 1870 a 
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church edifice was erected, at a cost of one thousand five hundred dollars. 
Rev. Hall was pastor when this building was built. In 1882 this was a part of 
the Abbott circuit, embracing fiv e societies. Steamboat Rock, Fairfax. Abbott. 
Pleasant Hill and Eagle City, with a total membership of one hundred and 
eleven, to which Rev. Charles M. Hulbert was appointed in the autumn of 
1 88 1. The present church was erected about 1893 and is a frame building, 
valued at about two thousand dollars. 

Steamboat Rock is now connected with the work at Owasa and Berlin, 
the membership being forty-three at Steamboat Rock, twenty-three at Berlin 
and twenty-seven at Owasa; total value of church property, five thousand dol- 
lars. It is impossible to give a complete list of the pastors of Steamboat Rock, 
from the fact that the pastors in several cases have utterly neglected to keep 
up the pastor's record book as they are supposed to do. Among those serving 
are these: Revs. T. M. Anderson. 1887-88; M. H. Gaylor. 1888; William 
H. Gifford, 1888-92; C. K. Pogsden. 1892: William H. H. Bunch. 1892-94: 
John Bretnall. 1894-96: C. W. Wright, 1896-98; Hiram Bailey. 1898-1900: 
Miss Anna Gleason. 1900; Charles B. Wright. 1900: John B. Raton. 1901; 
Miles E. Mitchell. 1902; G. H. Birney. 1902-03; C. W. Cleveland. 1903; E. 
C. Waudby. 1907; L. E. Gallagher, 1908-09: M. L. Hill. 1909-10; George 1*. 
Kelley. from September. 19 10. and still pastor. 

The Methodist Episcopal church at Alden was organized in 1857. The 
first preacher to locate in Alden was Rev. Smith Knickerbarker, who came in 
1858, forming a class of five members. The charter meml>ers were: J. M. B. 
Oviatt. leader. Christian Oviatt. May S. and Lucretia Oviatt, James Peck and 
wife. Mrs. Henry Cooper, Mrs. Johnson and S. L. Morriel. This was rela- 
tive to the Alden circuit and the first members in Alden were Mr. and Mrs, 
Veomans. Dr. and Mrs. John E. George and Roseline Rice. The pre>ent 
membership of the church is two hundred and fifteen. The following is a list 
of pastors at Alden: Revs. B. Holc<>ml>, Hiram Burleigh, lived at Iowa Fall*: 
Smith Knickerbarker. J. Critchfield. Rev. Dunton. M. OConnall. Charles 
Jones. Rev. Billings. R. L. Kenyon. Rev. Perkins. B. Pane. R. P Kenyon. 
Thomas Hamilton, Rev. Kimball. John H. Todd, who came in 1871 and built 
the Alden church: J. R. Harswell. 1872: E. W . Owen. 1874. built the parson- 
age: James Williams. 1877. Edwin Hohbs. 1878: A. Jamison. 1880: E. C. 
Warren. 1881 : W. H. Drake. 1883: Hugh Hay. 1885: J. W. I'orxythc. 1887. 
built Ellis church and organized the Center class: C. F. Kirk. 181,0. built the 
Center church : W. H. Montgomery. 1891 : I*.. P. Stevens. 1893; G. P. Hatha- 
way. 1894: A. W. Puce. 1895: E. Rubl.iii>. i8.,o : W. H. Flint. 1001 : C. H. 
Wan Meter. 1902. built the present Alden church edifice ; 11. W. P. NPuW- 
1906: Henry Albert son. 1908 : W. G. Muhleman. 1910. 
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The first church, a wooden structure, w as built by J. I I. Todd in 1871, at 
a cost of three thousand dollars. The present church was built of brick in 
iox>3 and cost ei^ht thousand dollars. 

The Ellis church, which was erected in 1887. by Rev. Forsythe. was a 
wooden building, costing one thousand seven hundred dollars. It was the 
finest church of this denomination built in the country, in Hardin county. 

The Lee Center church, which was built in 1890. by C. F. Kirk, is a 
wi-HKlen building, costing three thousand dollars. 

The Alden charge has been at various times associated with Ellis, Buck- 
eve. Oakland Valley, Dows and Lee Center in one large circuit. At present 
the circuit comprises Alden. Ellis and Ixe Center. The first services were held 
in a log school house at Burr Oak Grove. Before the church was erected 
services were held at private homes, the school house, etc. The Ladies' Aid 
S.idety was formed in 1870. Mrs. J. A. Button, still an active worker, was a 
charter member and has aided in the building of both churches in Alden. as 
well as the parsonages. She is the only surviving charter member who still 
lives at Alden. 

The First Methodist Episcopal church of Ackley was organized in 1804 
by the following charter memliers : William Richardson. Dr. Faulkner. B. F. 
Aekemian. Joel Ogden. Mrs. J. S. Xye. E. P. Ripley and Mr. DeCroff. The 
present niemlwrship of this church is eighty-seven. The hist edifice was 
erected in 1869, a frame structure twenty-eight by forty feet, costing two 
thousand dollars. In 1875 it was enlarged, at a cost of one thousand dollars. 
The lots were a donation. Mr. Harriott, one of the founders of the tow n, giving 
the*, grounds. The two most important rev ivals in the church were in 18O9, 
under Rev. (iossard. when forty were added to the church rolls and in 1874. 
under Rev. L\ El>erhart. when sixty more were added. In i8or> the church 
burned to the ground and was only insured for one thousand dollars. Im- 
mediately the membership rallied and a new brick church was built, at a cost 
"f eight thousand dollars. They also own a parsonage valued at two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

The following have l)een pastors in Ackley: Rev. Barber, two vears; 
Rev. (ilassner. one vear; Rev . J. S. (los>ard. three years; Rev. R. \Y. Peebles, 
two year*; R e \. (. B. Taylor, one year: Rev. J. C Wilkinson, one year; Rev. 
J A. Kerr, one year; Rev. W. F. Do v. one year: Rev. I*. Fberhart. three 
years; Rev. J. Dolph. one year; Rev. J. M. Hedges, one year; Rev. B. C. 
< -rev. two years; Rev. Asa Critchfield. two years; Rev. Barlow, one year; 
Rev George Shear, one year; Rev. P. W. Could, four years; Rev. A. L. 
Luce, two years; Rev. W. A. Walcott. three years; Rev. Ceorge Kennedy. 
I 101 
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two years; Rev. Merle N. Smith, three years; Rev. E. G. Copeland, two 
years; Rev. W. M. Lemen, one year; J. Q. Robinson, one year; Rev. C. A. 
Anderson, six months; Rev. F. J. Clark, six months; Rev. J. H. Veniston, 
present pastor. 

The Methodist Episcopal church at Gifford was established in 1897, and 
a church erected the same year. It is a frame structure, costing one thousand 
five hundred dollars. The present membership is twenty-five, in good stand- 
ing. From 1 88 1 to 1896, Gifford had meetings held by the Friends society, 
ministered to by Rev. C. T. Gifford, who had been a Methodist preacher and 
who was the founder of the town. The settlement being largely of the 
Friends faith, he preached for them, there being but few of his own church 
faith at the place at that date. The services were held in Gifford's hall. Later 
lie went back to his "first love" and became a minister of the Methodist con- 
ference. 

A Baptist church was also here represented at an early day and they 
occupied the hall, paying rent as long as they were able to, and were given the 
use of the hall later, for some years, when they disbanded. 

The pastors who have served the Methodist church at Gifford include 
the following. al>out in the order here named : Revs. C. T. Gifford, Applebee, 
Gowland, Mitchell, Chassell, \Vitzgman, Lyon, Wager, Ensign, Gallagher, 
Shoemaker, Mitchell and Mrs. McKimm, and the church is now attended by 
Rev. Conklin. of Whitten charge. 

The Methodist Episcopal church at Owasa was organized in the winter 
of 1870 in a school house located a half mile south of the present village of 
Owasa. David Bowers, Solomon Huffman, Absalom Huffman, Amasa Doan, 
Carl Morgan, J. \V. Degroff with their families, or members of the same, 
with a few others, were the first or charter members. The first class leader 
was Absalom Huffman, who served several years. Solomon Huffman was a 
local preacher, ordained in 1871, and served this church until his death, in 
1882. The first preacher of the society was Rev. Compton, followed by Rev. 
Richards and others. One characteristic of the church in the seventies was 
that upon quarterly meeting occasions, wagons or sleds loaded with persons 
would come from Cottage and Tipton townships, and other places as far 
away as Marshall county, and spend a couple of days, with two or three 
meetings a day. The first edifice was erected in 1891, in Owasa village. It 
cost about two thousand dollars. They also built a good parsonage a few 
years later. The church was frequently served by Rev. J. H. Sanders, and 
Rev A. Carpenter, a Baptist minister, in the absence of the regular preacher, 
as they both resided in the community. This church was sometimes in a 
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^"NrMiiiuj condition and sometimes nt low ebb on account of many removals 
from among its membership. At this date. January. Xyii. there are twenty- 
eijjht m full connection. Owasa and Steamboat Rock arc served by the Rev. 
Ceor^e Kelley. who resides at Steambo;it Rock. 

The Methodist Fpiscopal church at the town of Whitten lias a history 
which has Ik-ch given by Pastor Conklin and Recording Steward M. L. 
I'.ariies. and was read at the laying of the corner si, me of the new church 
edifice : 

The first Methodist services were held in Whitten in 1SS1. at the Chicago 
\- Northwestern railway depot, by Rev. Frank Cole, now of the Union church. 
In the spring of iSSj the Methodist serv ices were transferred to the Whitten 
scV-1 bouse, and a Methodist Sunday school was organized. The Whitten 
church was incorporated March 5. 1S85, with C T. Mighell. A. R. Strauss. M. 
1. Hames. Samuel Lupton. Daniel Long. John Treverthen and A. J. Miller as 
inwees. The first move toward erecting a church building was by the Ladies' 
A id Society, with Mrs. Harriett Cheesman president, and Mrs. L. ft. Xelson 
as secretary. They purchased the lot on which the building now stands for 
• ' 'V.e hundred dollars. The work commenced at once and through the untiring 
efforts of Rev. Hiram Bailey, pastor at Union, it went forward. 

At the Cpper Iowa conference, held at Toledo. Iowa, in 1H55. the classes 
on the east side of the Iowa river, belonging to the Union circuit, sent A. J. 
Miller. l\i»l>ert Lyon and M. L. Barnes as a committee to ask for a division 
"i Cumu circuit, and permission to organize a new circuit of the Whitten. 
! '"'V Ma *on and Melrose classes, to Ive known as Whitten circuit. Presiding 
'"'dor K. L. Miller, of Marshalltown. favored the move and it was ordered. 
Jut. I\ J. Leonard was the first pastor on the new circuit. A neat frame 
■hiding was completed in the spring of 1S.S6, being dedicated bv Rev. J. T. 
1 H'pen in April. Besides Rev. P. J. Leonard, the following named pastors 
'•ve served here: Revs. George M. Shear. A. M. San ford. J. X. Blodgett. 
w - H Clement. R. A. Miller. X. F. Xorton. Kdward Lee. J. II. Oliver. J. H. 
1 'H'-mpson. \\ . M. S. Perry. Rev. Katon. Ray Kent. Hiram Bailey. IV A. 
''•' is C S. Barnard and the present pastor. Rev. A. X. Conklin. to whom 
ipudi credit must he given for the active work performed in the erection of 
'ti<- iiands< mie church edifice just completed. Of the new church it should l>e 
Tided that it was conceived in the early days of mjio and in August of that 
>t was commenced. The contract was let to John R. (iier. of Conrad. It 
,;,s constructed under the supervision of a building committee as follows: 
nmmas Stanbrough. Lee Kauffman. Ceorge L. Fggleston. Alexander Xord- 
t; '^ W. A. Haskin and A. X. Conklin. It was completed January 1. 191 1. 
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and Rev. J. E. Fleming, district superintendent of the Marshalltown district, 
dedicated it Sunday. January 8, 191 1. Three hundred and fifty persons can 
well be seated in full view of the platform of the auditorium. The basement 
has a dining room and kitchen, with a fine large furnace room. This is as 
good, though not as large, as any church in the entire conference. 

The Methodist church at Iowa Falls was organized by Rev. E. C. Crip- 
pen, a local preacher living near Berlin, this county, in 1856 at the log house 
of Jacob George. Soon after services were held at Iowa Falls at the house of 
Joseph Wells. The first members of the Iowa Falls class were: Jacob 
George (leader), Martha George, Martha \V. George. William George, Sarah 
J. George and Caroline Burley. The society received its first regular appoint- 
ment from the conference in 1857. It was then a part of Alden mission, 
with C. J. Burley. pastor. The first quarterly conference at Iowa Falls was 
held in October, 1858. The membership had grown in 1882 to be one hundred 
and thirty-three. 

The society has had a checkered experience in church building, but is 
now well provided for by a good edifice. For some time, in common with the 
other denominations, they used the old stone hall, just north of the river 
bridge. In March, i860. Rev. Critchfield organized a board of trustees and 
in 1861 a small stone chapel was built in the north part of the town. In 1869 
a good-sized church was erected under D. N. Holmes. That was dedicated 
about Christmas and within three months it was burned to the ground, leav- 
ing the society in bad shape. But they went ahead and built again on the 
same ground and the second building was badly wrecked by a wind storm and 
one of its towers blown off. The building was used, however, until 
1880, when a modern building was erected. Of the present condition of the 
society the writer has, after repeated efforts, failed to get the data from the 
church officials. Suffice to say, that Iowa Falls is a stronghold of Methodism 
today 

EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The Evangelical Association was formed at Ackley in 1867. The fol- 
lowing have served this congregation as pastors: F. Sanders. M. J. Keiper, 
F. Belzer. E. J. Schultz, J. Harlacher, C. Escher. H. Lageschulte. O. Rail. F. 
I. Bcrner, C. C. Ffund, G. Youngblood. L. Scheurer, G. Knoche, A. L. Hau- 
ser, E. Schroeder and G. L. Bergeman. 

The first edifice was erected in 1868 and that building was disposed of m 
1889. when a new brick structure was built, at a cost of five thousand dollars 
The present membership of this church is about one hundred. 
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There are at present four other churches of this denomination in Hardin 
aunty. located as follows: One at Radcliffe. one in Tipton township, one in 
Hubhard. ami one several miles west from Eldora. Rev. II. C Schhiter is 
pavt'irof the first two mentioned and Rev. F.. O. Heck pastor of the latter two. 

The Salem church of the Evangelical Association, up to the present a 
German church in Huhhard. originated as follows; lie fore the town was 
fwilt the Evangelical preachers came from Ackley and Abhott in 1S70 and 
up to 1880 services were held in school and possibly private houses. The In st 
families were Carl Hoelsher. W illiam Kuhlman. Henry Kuhlman. The fust 
preachers. E. J. Shultz. J. 1 1. Pippert. O. Cierhart and possibly a few move. 
After Hubbard was platted a society was incorporated in February. 1SS1. 
with Carl Hoelsher. J. L. Hornning. Henry Wichman as trustees; Henry 
Kuhlman. secretary, and \VilIiam Kuhlman. treasurer. A lot was purchased 
-n the corner of Illinois street and Church or Chestnut streets, where a frame 
budding was erected at a cost of one thousand eight hundred dollars. It was 
dedicated under Rev. (i. Koehn in November. 1S81. This society was a part 
of Hardin circuit, w ith Eldora. RadclirTe. Tipton and other appointments. In 
ify<| this church and a class four miles west and one mile north of Eldora 
was made a separate appointment, called the Hubbard charge, with Rev. J. W. 
Wienands as pastor. The same year one and a half lots were Knight adjoin- 
ing the church lot on the north ami the present parsonage was built, at the 
cost nf one thousand one hundred dollars. Rev. Aschenbreiiner took charge 
in i.V»; Rev. E. Schroeder in mjoo: Rev. (*.. Stoeicher in u/04: Rev. William 
( "»r..l* in too;-. Rev. E. O. Beck, the present pastor, in 1000. The society 
pr.-pered. hut many moved West and North, keeping the number small, at 
present it being one hundred members. In the spring of 10 10 the old church 
was moved off and replaced by a fine new pressed brick church edifice, erected 
at an cxjiense of thirteen thousand dollars. All debts were paid off a few 
•la\s after its dedication. November 7th. It is a beautiful and very convenient 
church home, permanent in its character. 

The /.ion's church of the Evangelical Association originated when the 
Evangelical preachers of Hardin circuit Ix'gan to have services at the house 
<'f Fred Kosanke and in the school house four miles west from Eldora. in 
i'Wsant township, back in the seventies. Since 1893 the preachers of the 
Hv.hliard charge held services here every Sunday afternoon in the (icrman 
language. In 0)04 the Rev. E. Schroeder incorporated the society, which 
doted (1 s its trustees Fred Kosanke. Carl Ziesman. (hist Kosanke and, Wil- 
''am Wehrman. A neat frame church was erected, the same l>eing twenty- six 
thim-six feet, with tower in front, in which hangs a fine bell, the donation 
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of Fred Kosanke. This church stands on the west line of section 4. in 
Pleasant township, on what was Gust Kosanke's land. Its cost was one 
thousand eight hundred dollars, and it was dedicated in June. 1904. The 
present membership is forty; a lively interest is manifested and a good Sun- 
day school is maintained. 

Zion's Evangelical church at Hubbard was organized May 3, 1884, by 
Ernst Milker, Frederick Hilker, Louis Hollcnberg, Hinrich Klemme. August 
Reese and others. 

The pastors who have served this congregation are Rev. A. E. Vanssen. 
1884-86; Rev. A. Schiedemanm 1886-1887; Rev. E. Kroencke. 1887-89: Rev. 
M. Dammann, 1889- 1902; Rev. P. Hoeppner, 1902-09: Rev. A. Muecke. 
1909 still serving. 

A church was erected in 1896. a frame building, costing six thousand 
dollars, and in 1910 a parsonage was built, at a cost of three thousand five 
hundred dollars. The present membership of the congregation is one hundred 
families, or three hundred individual members. Services are held throughout 
in the German language. 

UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH. 

Among the churches of this sect in Hardin county it may be mentioned 
that the first religious services in what is now Ellis township were held at the 
house of Henry Cooper, in 1855, by a United Brethren minister, whose name 
is not recalled. During the same summer a Methodist class was organized in 
this township. 

PROTESTANT METHODISTS. 

A class of Protestant Methodists was organized in 1865 in Pleasant 
township and those of the Methodist Episcopal church who still remained in 
the neighborhood united with it. In 1865 this society erected, upon section 
28. a church edifice at a cost of one thousand two hundred dollars. 

A class of Free Methodists was also formed in the township about the 
same time. 

CONCORD FREE METHODISTS. 

The Free Methodist society of Concord was organized in 1876, when a 
class was formed by Rev. Eli C. Mossman. of Pleasant township, and tins 
was the first class of the denomination within this county. The first pastor 
was Rev. J. L. Long, who came in 1877, remaining one year. The first 
meetings were held in the old Cutler school house. The society numbered 
twenty-six members. 
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OTHER DENOMINATIONS. 

The First Church of Christ (Scientist), of Eldora, was formed in 1900 
and now has a fair membership who adhere to this modern religious faith. 
Instead of pastors, this society has what are termed "readers" — first and sec- 
ond— who alternately read from the Scriptures and from "Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures," by Man- Baker Eddy. These readers, who are 
elected by the membership, serve not longer than three years each, unless by 
special arrangements. 

At one time the Universalis^ had a fairly strong church at Eldora, but 
since the early eighties it has not been in working existence. It was organized 
in 1867. by Rev. E. C. Eaton, of Clarinda, Iowa. A brick church was erected 
and dedicated in 1869 and is now used by other denominations. It is located 
on the northeast corner of the square. Among the pastors serving the Uni- 
versalists were Revs. B. F. Snooks and G. F. Gowdy. No regular organiza- 
tion is in existence today. The Christian Scientists now occupy the church 
building. 

At Buckeye there is a German Evangelical church, supplied from Alden. 
Also a German Lutheran church, but no facts could be obtained in time to find 
place in this work. 

At Garden City there is a Norwegian Lutheran church, supplied from 
Radcliffe. 

At Radcliffe there are three churches, the Norwegian Lutheran, the 
Herman Evangelical and the Methodist Episcopal. 

The German Lutherans also have a church at Steamboat Rock and at 
Hubbard. 

The United Evangelicals at I^awn Hill have a chapel and a good congre- 
gation. 

THE YOUNG MENS CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

About 1888. when so many organizations of the Young Men's Christian 
Association were being instituted in Iowa, one was formed at Eldora. and 
^"on plans were matured by which-a building was to lie secured. The late J. S. 
Newcomer donated a valuable lot on the south side of the court house square, 
and in 1890 a good brick two-story building was erected thereon. Here the 
society flourished for about a dozen years, but finally went down. The public 
library, that had no real home at that date, occupied one part of this building 
and continued so to do until the present brick library was provided, a little to 
the east, in the same block. The Young Men's Christian Association build- 
ing was built by subscription largely, and was a good investment at the time, 
and the society should have been maintained. 
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SECRET AND FRATERNAL ORDERS. 

From an early day there were people in Hardin county who believed in 
the usefulness of fraternal societies and formed such, even prior to the days 
of the C ivil war. There never has been that spirit of antagonism against 
secret orders that has obtained in some of the more eastern portions of this 
country. That these great fraternal societies have been the means of doing 
much good, cannot l>e doubted from the record made among men in this county. 
The church has one special work and the honorable secret orders seem to have 
still another work to perform, and both have performed their work well in 
I lardin county. 

It will be the simple aim of this chapter to give the dates of organization, 
charter members, present standing, etc., of the three great civic societies. 
Masons. Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. 

M A SO X r C FRATERNITY. 

Fountain Lodge Xo. 219. at Ackley. was instituted July 15. 1867. under 
dispensation of the grand lodge of Iowa. Its present membership is seventy- 
six. The charter members were as follows: K. S. Ensign. W. H. Roberts. 
George Lyman. Joseph S. Xye. Xicholas Reese. John L. Addington, John A. 
Carton, \V. Francis. J. 1). Williams. A. E. Smith. A. P. Roberts. Stephen 
Waterbury. J. B. Gray. John Wesley Whitaker and James Dobbins. First 
officers: K. S. Ensign, worshipful master: W. H. Roberts, senior warden: 
John A. Carton, junior warden: William Francis, treasurer; A. P. RolierK 
secretary. Present officers: Richard B. Grant, worshipful master: Burt S. 
Mapes. senior warden: George A. Roosevelt, junior warden; Wesley A. 
Young, treasurer, and Theodore T. Roosevelt, secretary. 

Rising Star Chapter Xo. 410. Order of the Eastern Star, was instituted 
at Ackley December 31. 1900. by the following charter members: \Y. A- 
Young, Mrs. Josephine E. Young. C. L. Hatch. Mrs. Emily Hatch. F 1' 
Harold. Mrs. Marie Harold. J. J. Miller. Mrs. Grace Miller. W. P. Helscher. 
Mrs. Harriet Helscher. Daniel Filer. Mrs. Mvrta Filer. H. C. Mueller. Mr* 
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Etta Mueller, Mrs. Floretta Francis. Miss Marian Francis, Mrs. Marian L. 
Potter. Mrs. Maria Trainer, Miss Anna Carstens, Miss Alice Blake. Miss 
Grace Richardson. C \V. Blake, Miss Marie Doepke, C. J. Doepke, H. N. 
Schultz. Present membership in good standing, seventy-two. Present offi- 
cers. Mrs. Harriet Helscher, worthy matron; Theo. T. Roosevelt, worthy 
patron: Mrs. Jennie Nelson, associate matron; Mrs. Myrta Filer, secretary; 
Mrs Floretta Francis, treasurer; Miss Anna Carstens. conductor; Miss May 
Tool, associate conductor. 

Evergreen Chapter No. 55, Royal Arch Masons, at Fldora. the only 
chapter of the Masonic order in Hardin county, was organized February 18, 
1870. and now has a membership of one hundred and forty-six. Its first 
officers were: W. H. McKeavey, high priest; John Hall, king; Enoch Fast- 
man, scribe. The present (1911) officers are : George XV. Ward, high priest ; 
Ezra Nuckolls, king; Allen Meader, scribe; P. S. Davis is secretary. The 
high priests who have served this chapter are: 1870. W. H. McKeavey; 
1871-78, John Hall: 1879. Enoch Eastman; 1880, A. E. Smith; 1881, Jona- 
than Edgington: 1882-83. A. E. Smith; 1884-87, L. P. Bowes; 1888-9. Ezra 
Nuckolls; 1800, Jonathan Edgington; 1891. Ezra Nuckolls; 1892-94. A. E. 
Smith. 1895-97. A. H. Leonard; 1900-02, XV. S. Porter: 1903 to 1908, G. W. 
Ward: 1909, Ezra Nuckolls; 1910-11, George W. Ward. 

Alhambra Lodge No. 602. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Union, 
was organized February 25, 1908, by sixteen charter memlx*rs. The present 
membership is thirty-two. The first officers were: G. \Y. Haskins. worship- 
ful master; S. E. Austin, senior warden; F. F. Pool, junior warden; E. B. 
Watson, treasurer; O. E. Wood, secretary; D. A. Tisdale, senior deacon; 
W. H. Estep, junior deacon ; George Farnsworth. tyler. The officers at this 
date 11911) are: C. L). Bothwell, worshipful master: F. K. Long, senior 
warden; H. L. Cartwright, junior warden; O. E. Wood, treasurer; \V. H. 
Curfe secretary; VV. E. Cross, senior deacon; W*. H. Estep. junior deacon. 

Globe Lodge No. 310. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, was first 
opened under dispensation, January 6. 1872, with the following named officers : 
Dr. W. P. Penfield, worshipful master; A. G. Miller, senior warden; A. II. 
Barnes, junior warden; J. D. Stark, treasurer; \V. H. Buck, secretary: Morris 
Pcnfield, senior deacon; David Trip, junior deacon; S. O. Davidson, tyler. 
In 1883 there were enrolled in this lodge sixty members. About 1899 the 
lodge lost all their effects by fire and the lodge has not existed as a society since 
that date. 

Equality Lodge No 262. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Steam- 
boat Rock, was instituted June 3, 1870, by the grand lodge of Iowa. Its first 



154 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



officers were : T. H. Robertson, worshipful master; A. S. Root, senior warden; 
A. A. Noyes. junior warden. Its present officers ( holding in the month of 
January, 191 1) are: J. Willard Caldwell, worshipful mdster; J. A. Holmes, 
senior warden; C. L. Marks, treasurer; H. H. Turner, secretary. This lodge 
now has a membership of fifty- four. With it is associated Concordia Chapter 
of the Order of the Eastern Star, which auxiliary meets in the same hall. 

Radiant Lodge No. 366. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Alden, 
was organized under dispensation granted December 11. 1875, but the first 
meeting was held January 8. 1876. The first officers were: C. D. Pritchard, 
worshipful master: George Brewster, senior warden; E. R. Streeter. junior 
warden: M. Pritchard. secretary; L. S. Warner, treasurer. In January, 191 1, 
the lodge had a membership of about one hundred and ten ami with it was 
associated Precilla Chapter i\o. 216, Eastern Star, organized in 1897. A 
Masonic hall was erected by the lodge in 1895. The following are the present 
elective officers: E. Pritchard. worshipful master: H. T. Beer, senior warden: 
Thomas Dunning, junior warden; J. H. Urmson, treasurer; Fay Bigelow. 
secretary. 

At Eldora. Montague Lodge Xo. 1 1 7, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, 
was organized November 14. 1857. with E. W. Eastman, worshipful master: 
lames Reynolds, senior warden ; Joseph Edgington. junior warden. A 
charter was granted the lodge in June. 1858. it having worked under dispen- 
sation up to that date. The records show that up to 1882 there had been on 
the rolls of the lodge at Eldora one hundred and eighty-seven names, of which 
fortv were still living here and members. The present membership of this 
lodge is ninety. They meet in the leased hall in the third story of the Porter 
& Moir building, and have occupied these quarters since 190 1. Xo other but 
the Masonic fraternities assemble there. The present ( 191 1) officers are: 
C. C Policy, worshipful master; R. R. Hadlev. senior warden: D. B. Ayls- 
worth. junior warden: A. E. Smith, treasurer: S. R. Edgington. secretary; 
S. H. Gardner, senior deacon: L. G. Ward, junior deacon: H. M. Fischer, 
senior steward: G. H. Iliff. junior steward: \V. H. Young, tyler. 

Phoenix Lodge Xo. 497. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, located .it 
Hubbard, was organized a number of years ago and now has a membership 
of fifty-tour in good standing. The present ( 191 1 ) officers are: L. J. Rice, 
worshipful master: J. A. Marshman. senior warden: H. E. I Hiker, junior 
warden: R. R. Swallum. secretary: J. J. Heim. treasurer. 

Mason's Home Lndge Xo. 192. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at 
Iowa Falls, was organized by dispensation in April. 1866. with George ^ 
Chapman. Sr.. worshipful master: Ira Demander. senior warden: Luther 
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McDonald, junior warden. A charter was granted the lodge in June. 1807, 
and the following were the charter members : Hiram Aldrich. Julius Austin. 
J. H Dodson. S. T. Cibbs. F.. L. Lyons. H. C. Mead. A. M. Mitchell. Jolm C. 
Waidron and Marcus C. Woodruff. The lodge had a memlK-rship of fifty- 
five in 1882 and now has one hundred and fifty-six. The elective officers in 
lamiary. 191 1. were: W. G. Morton, worshipful master: E. A. Westberry. 
'senior warden; S. J. Osgood, junior warden: \V. H. W oods, treasurer ; F. P. 
Wilbur, secretary. 

The only commandery of Knights Templar in Hardin county is located 
at Iowa Falls, and it is St. Elmo No. 48. organized in 1885. The first officers 
were: F.. 0. Soule, eminent commander: E. S. Ellsworth, generalissimo; A. 
R. Uld. captain general. The present officers are: H. (*.. Conger, eminent 
commander; C. H. Burlingame. generalissimo; F. (). Ellsworth, captain gen- 
eral; W. H. Woods, treasurer : S. J. Osgood, recorder. Its present ( 191 1 ) 
membership is one hundred and eighty-five. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS. 

Idaho Lodge No. 454. at Hubbard, was organized June 27. 1882. with 
the following named members: J. H. Rales. Irvin Mills. J. K. Milner. W. H. 
Bailev. C. A. Clancy. J. C. Bailey and A. E. Mills. Its present membership 
is seventy -one and its present officers f 191 1 ) are : O. G. Lewison. noble grand : 
E A Van Patter, vice-grand: S. H. Bocke. financial secretary; Ruin W. 
P.ailey. recording secretary : D. E. Byam. treasurer. 

Eldora Lodge No. 77 was organized October 11. 1855. The charter 
members were: I. D. flourlcy. J. J. Fdgington. John W. Jones. Jonathan 
Kdgington. J. F. Simonds and Milton Smith. The first secretary of this lodge 
wa< f. 1. Fdgington and John W. Jones the first noble grand. The first vice- 
grand was Milton Smith. In 1857 Fdgington Brothers erected a two-story 
building and the Odd Fellows society leased the upper story for lodge room 
purposes at one hundred dollars per year. The order now occupies a hall in 
connection with the Knights of Pythias fraternity, a leased hall. The present 
membership in good standing is one hundred and ten. The officers at present 
are: Noble grand. D. P. Aylsworth; vice-grand. Myron Furman ; recording 
secretary. James A. V. Brown ; financial secretary. Theo. Hettn ; treasurer. 
W. J. Moir. 

F.ldora Lodge No. 144. Daughters of Rebekah. was instituted October 
22. 1897. by Mrs. Sarah A. Sharp, of Union. Iowa. The charter members 
uere F. A. Smith, Ida J. Smith. O. M. Cessna. Nettie Cessna. W. J. Moir, 
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E. M. Billings. R. L. Physter, Fffie B. Physter. F. Wiltsie. Maria Wiltsie. 
K. W. Lindsay. O. H. Watkins. Lizzie Igou. M. G. Ostheimer, Xellie Ost- 
heimer. Charles H. Case. R.»a Ca>e. George A. Madden. W. S. Nutting. 0. 
Huffman. Bessie Huffman. I". Corbett. Mrs. X. Corbctt. Mrs. N". C. 13. (imulv. 
Mrs. H. L. M. lleuti. R. L. McFarland. Ada McFarland. Mark C. Furman. 
Lizzie W. Funnan. Rebecca Fdgington. The present membership of this 
lodge is ninety-five. The present officers are: Noble grand. Mrs. May Car- 
penter: vice-grand. Miss Laura Henn; recording secretary. Mrs. Florence 
Fromm: financial secretary. Mi>s Bertha Lytic; treasurer. Mrs. Nellie Readout. 

Chorazin Lodge No. 189. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Ackley. 
was organized February 3. 1S70. by the following charter members: H. 1). 
Graves. T J. Curtis. M. F. Obrecht. A. J. Riplc\ and G. M. Davidson. The 
first elective officers were: I. \Y. Ghrcst. noble grand; II. 1). Graves, vice- 
grand; A. J. Ripley, recording secretary: D. \V. Currier, treasurer. The 
Januarv. 1 < n 1 . officers were: S. \V. Krell. noble grand: \*. P. Ray. \ ice- 
grand; L. Stanton, recording secretary; F. I). Wait, financial secretary; Matt 
StaufTacher. treasurer. The present membership is thirty-eight. They meet 
in their own hall, which cost the lodge about one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

Pink Lodge No. 420, Rebekahs. was organized February ~. 1 8<;Q. The 
first elective officers were: Mrs. L. L. Stanton, noble grand; Mrs. Maria Bush, 
vice-grand; Miss Fliza Penny, secretary ; Miss Jennie Bolender. financial secre- 
tary : Miss Lizzie Jacob, treasurer. There were about thirty-five charter mem- 
bers. 

The present elective officers arc: Miss Arminy Trumbauer, noble grand: 
Mrs. August Willi, vice-grand; Miss Lizzie Jacob, secretary; Miss Mary 
\ 'annoy, treasurer. The present (1911) membership is reported as thirty- 
four. 

Buckeye Lodge No. fx>g. Independent Order of Odd bellows, at Buckeye, 
was instituted October 24, 1902. by the following charter menuVrs : H. J. 
Bruhns. J W. Briggs. B. T. Baker, L. D. Wan Patter. R. H. Bowman. J. M 
Cooper, E. L. Cooper. First officers: Noble grand, L. D. Wan Patter: vice- 
grand. R. H. Bowman: secretary. F. A. Carriel ; treasurer. II. J. Bruhns. 
Present officers: Noble grand. George Lutterman ; vice-grand, G. C. Kinney: 
secretary. R. S. Cornell; treasurer, H. J. Bruhns. The present membership 
of this lodge is eighty-six. They meet in a leased hall each Tuesday evening. 

In connection with this lodge is the ladies auxiliary. Circle Lodge No 
289. Daughters of Rebekah, instituted October 23. 1903. with the following 
charter meml>ership: II. J. Bruhns. J. W. Briggs. Ellen Briggs. L. D. Van 
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Patter. Luella Van Patter. E. A. Carriel, Florence Murphy. J. \V. Klopp, 
IJMn'e Klopp. R. II. Bowman. Luella Kinney. J. \V. Seely. Louise Seely, J. M. 
Cooper. Maude Winterfield. J. \V. Murphy. Marie Sehmedika, A. C. Beitsch, 
Edith Havens. First officers: Xoble grand, Edith Eavens; vice-grand. Luella 
Van Patter; secretary, Florence Murphy: treasurer. Ellen Briggs. Present 
officer*: Xoble grand. Sarah Peterson: vice-grand. Sena King: secretary. R. 
S. Cornell: treasurer. Ada Katsch. The present memlxrship is fifty-nine. 

Alden Lodge Xo. 356, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was organized 
September _»8. 1876. with the following named charter members : R. M. Jones. 
5. C. Stephens. A. R. Furry. W. Aldrich and John Hoskins. In 1882 the rec- 
ords show this lodge had a membership of twenty-five and was in a healthy 
condition. The present membership is fifty-six. The 191 1 officers are as 
fol'ows: William Baldon. noble grand: James Huston, vice-grand: A. F. 
Bushman, secretary; John L'rmson, treasurer: John McFurson. warden. 

At Iowa Falls. Arcturus Lodge Xo. 100. Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, was instituted October 9. 1850, by the following named charter meml>crs : 
James D Gourley, James Speers. J. F. Simonds. J. R. Larkin. J. II. Foster 
and A. Button. Its members have always included some of the best citizens 
of the place. In 1881 it had a membership of about fifty and owned valuable 
real estate with ample funds in the treasury. Its present membership is one 
hundred and thirty-eight. It has for officers, in January. 191 i : Xoble grand. 
A. L Johnson; vice-grand. C. H. Reynolds; recording secretary, C. II. Can- 
ham: financial secretary. R. A. Feist. Use hall with Knights of Pythias. 

Occidental Encampment Xo. 35 was organized October jo. i860, and has 
always been a flourishing adjunct to the subordinate lodge. The present 
mcmhership is seventy-one. Present officers: Chief patriarch. E. L. Thayer; 
hiph priest. R. S. Cornell; senior warden, J. \V. Myer; junior warden, A. B. 
Jensen; scribe. R. A. Feist: treasurer. C. IL Canham. 

Canton Iowa Falls Xo. 34. Patriarchs Militant. Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, was instituted February 24. 1896. by Brig.-Gen. J. T. Abbott 
and staff, of Manchester. Iowa. The charter members were S. P. Smith. Wil- 
liam Haines. T. E. Beck. C. H. Canham. K. C. Curtis. Richard A. Feist. \V. 
L Carter, \Y. S. Axtell. Elwood Brogan. R. F. Ball. J. D. Fiddler. G. S. 
Motjjjhtailing. F. C. Potter. J. A. George. A. P. Jensen. M. H. Johnson. 
Mathew Roberts. The first officers were: Captain. S. P. Smith; lieutenant, 
u - S. Carter; ensign. T. E. Beck. The present membership is tw entv-eight. 
The present officers are: Captain. \V. S. Axtell; lieutenant. K. C. Curtis; 
( ">';'n. A. L. Johnson; clerk. M. IL Johnson: accountant. C. H. Canham. 
Averine Lodge Xo. 196, Daughters of Rebckah. at Iowa Falls, was insti- 
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tilted October 10., by charier members as follows: Richard R. Feist. 

Alice \*. Feist. George and Ellen Lesher. C. \\". Calkins, Morton H. Johnson. 
Ann II. Johnson. Mathew Roberts. W. H. Sherwood. Anna L. Sherwood. H. 
J. Brown, A. J. Benshoflf. F.lla H. Renshoff. J. T. Adamson. Belle Adamson. 
R. 1). Dutton, Lizzie C. Dutton, Eva Simplot. William Haines. Mcll M. 
Haines. O. E. Able. Mrs. O. 17. . Able. C. II. Reynolds. C. S. Johnson. The 
present officers (10,11) are: Xoble grand. Miss Flora Thayer: vice-grand. 
Mrs. Ethel Gregory; recorder. Miss Myrtle W right: financial secretary. Miss 
Fannie Conenhovcn ; treasurer. Mrs. F. E. Carpenter. 

At Cnioii, a lodge of Odd- Fellows known as Industry Xo. 225. was in- 
stituted June 22. 1S71. by F. S. Foster, district deputy grand master, assisted 
bv J. J. Fdgington and \V. J. Moir. of Eldora. The charter members were 
I). S. Moore, noble grand; P.. S. Parish, vice-grand: J. L. Crittendon, seere- 
tarv. and J. G. Lounsbury, treasurer. In 1880 the lodge had a membership of 
seventv : it now numbers one hundred. Its 10,11 officials are: \V. H. Crider, 
noble grand; E. A. Corfe, vice-grand: IF L. Cartw right, .secretary; C. E. Law- 
rence, treasurer. 

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS. 

Evergreen Lodge Xo. 56. Eldora, was organized February 4, 1S81. with 
the following charter membership: B. K. Oeyo, Myron Underwood. A. H. 
Plough. C. M. Runkle. W. S. Porter, P. J. Cowan. W. T. Shaver. Al. Smith. 
S. G. W inchester. C. A. Haas. S. E. Whitney, William Kelley. K. C. Swain. 
W. A. Greer, J. H. Reece. J. G. McElroy. The present membership of this 
lodge is one hundred and eighteen and they meet in a leased hall, north side 
of the public square. The present elective officers arc: Past chancellor. R. A. 
Hadlcv ; chancellor commander. C. P. Doud ; vice-chancellor. II. G. Phillips; 
prelate. A. Readout; keeper of records and seal. L. J. Stout, also master of 
w<»rk: master of exchequer. L. F. Brown; master-at-arms. E. L. Carpenter; 
inner guard. J. F. Walker; outer guard. J. S. Shafer. At one time the Uni- 
form Rank degree was well represented here, but not of late years. 

At Ackley this order is represented by Rose Croix Lodge Xo. 177 ' n 
10,10 it had a membership of sixty-seven. The officers were then inclusive of 
these: Chancellor commander. W. J. Scow rick; keeper of records and seal. 
Fred E. Tainer. 

At Union, the Knights arc represented by Union Lodge Xo. 239, insti- 
tuted July 10. . 1S89. and in 1010 it had a membership of thirty-six. w hen the 
chancellor commander was O. E. Ward and the keeper of records and seal 
was C S. Anderson. 
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At Iowa Falls, the order is represented by Alpine Lodge \o. 7. which was 
instituted December 29. 1885. and in December. 1910, had a membership of 
t\\.> hundred, with chancellor commander in the person of C. X. Wheeler and 
the keeper of records and seal. J. J. Carleton. 

At Radcliffe this order was once very strong and a Uniform Rank team 
was there in full force and took many prizes for l>est drills. On various ac- 
counts tlie lodge decreased and finally in 1910 surrendered its charter. 

At Alclen. Dirigo Lodge Xo. 231 was instituted many years since, but 
surrendered its charter in July. 1907. 

At Hubbard the Knights of Pythias had Hubbard Lodge Xo. 349, but 
surrendered its charter in 1908. 

Xew Providence and Whitten both had fair lodges, but they lost records 
In fire and. not l>eing strong, united w ith the Eldora lodge in 1909. 

Xot long since Ackley. Hardin county, boasted of the oldest living Knight 
of Pythias in the world, in the person of G. F. Brcithaupt. who has conducted 
<i hotel in Ackley for more than a third of a century. He was one of the few 
survivors of the steamship "Golden Gate," which sunk to the ocean's bottom 
in 1 852. He lost ten thousand dollars in gold dust mined in California among 
the old "forty-niners." He joined Golden Gate Lodge Xo. 3. of San Fran- 
cisco in 1869. 
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AGRICC LTL'RE AN D AGRICC I.Tr R A L SOCIETIES. 

Agriculture has ever been the leading occupation of a majority of man- 
kind, and here in Hardin county, as in Iowa in general, fanning is pre- 
eminently in the lead. The soil is what gives us wealth and. when rightly 
used, this gives happiness and contentment. The Iowa farm has come to he 
a gold mine, w ith no dross or alloy intermingled. Hardin county contains 
five hundred and seventy-six square miles, or a total of 307.640 acres of land, 
a very small percentage of which is unlit for cultivation. 

The earliest breaking of Hardin county virgin Sn il by white men was in 
the autumn of 1K40,. in what is now Union township, by (ircenberry Haggin. 
The following springtime came Samuel Smith. Sr.. Samuel Smith. Jr., Alex- 
ander Smith. T. X. Hauser and Jacob Miller, each breaking out a small patch 
of ground and on its fertile breast they planted corn and vegetable crop num- 
ber one. That was three score wars ago. Xote the vast transformation ..n 
these prairies and valleys w ith the passing of sixty years. Then all. on every 
hand, was as one "green glad solitude." Today not an acre of land can he 
found not devoted to some branch of the agricultural industry. Of a truth. 
Hardin county ranks with any county in the almost ,„ie hundred sister sub- 
divisions of the state. Its soil is far richer than any of the southern counties, 
and equally fertile and valuable, in dollars and cents, to any of the northern 
counties. 

PION EER FARM I N o IX THIS COL" XT V. 

At an early date there were numerous swamps and marshes within some 
sections of Hardin county, but today these spots are among the finest corn 
and grain and grass-producing portions of the goodly domain. Ditching, til- 
ing and general cultivation of the surface has wrought great changes for the 
better. The pioneer farm implements were necessarily rude ami fanning was 
conducted in a slipshod manner. The old-time "bar-share" plow was em- 
ployed. In many cases the wooden mould-hoard was >till used. Frequently 
the pioneer chanced to have a daughter old enough to better handle the lines 
than a younger son. hence she would "drive the plow" for her father. She 
wore a dress of homespun, "buttoned up behind."' "leather boots." etc. In 
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corn planting time she used to drop the corn and cover it with a hoe, and it 
grew just as large as though planted by a horse, a check-row planter, operated 
by the male sex! Vet no farmer cares to go hack and employ such means in 
farming, so he is content at letting his daughter play a musical instrument and 
go to college and help about the kitchen when she chances to be at home and 
not too much occupied with art and literature! 

For wheat, the land was prepared same as tor corn, and harrowed with 
a wooden toothed "drag," or smoothed with a brush drag. It was then sowed 
broadcast by hand, at the rate of a bushel and a quarter to an acre, and again 
harrowed in with a brush drag. At harvest time the expert cradler was paid 
big wages and much sought after, up and down the country, as was also a 
good stacker. The average farmer knew how to swing a grass scythe and with 
it the first hay in Hardin county was made. Three cradlers would cut about ten 
acres a day, so it will be seen that actually the cost of harvesting was not much 
in excess of that of today, but it took longer to secure a harvest and men 
could not always be had to do the work. One binder was expected to keep 
up with the cradler. The first threshing was done either by means of a "flail" 
or by horses or oxen treading out the grain from the straw, as they slowly 
traversed a circle. Then the fanning-mill agent got in his work and a few of 
h)N "wonderful wind machines" were sold in each township. With these the 
wheat was cleaned for milling and seed purposes. 

These methods have long since passed from the face of the earth. The 
mowing machine, and reaper, and planter, and corn cutter and steam thresher 
and gang, riding plow, all made of steel and iron, have taken the place of these 
rude contrivances. Men can now do more work on a given tract of land in 
a day and can produce more and finer crops. The markets have changed and 
prices for the last decade have been never so high and. as a general rule, the 
Hardin county farmer is king of the situation and while his town brother is 
glad for his trade, he heaves a long sigh and wishes now that he had remained 
a fanner. Xow all over the once broad prairies of this section of Iowa can 
I* found farm houses with palace appearance: with hot and cold water, wiih 
electric lights and a daily paper each morning to read. While the farmer 
>!eeps. the com grows and the cattle and swine fatten. At the same time 
the land owner knows that his land is steadily advancing in value. The rich- 
ness of the soil makes it useless to pay fancy prices for artificial fertilizers. 
Proper tilling and the growth of clover, turned back to corn every five vears, 
keepx the soil in splendid shape for the production of big crops. 

In 1875. me * tate census returns show the crop of 128.000 acres of 
cultivated land to be as follows: Spring wheat, 38.000 acres : vield. 49;. 000 
(n) 
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bushels; corn. 41.000 acres, producing one and a third million bushels of 
M»und. marketable corn; oats. 10.000 acres, producing 350,000 bushels; buck- 
wheat. 104 acres, yielding 1.700 bushels. Then came 204 acres of sorghum, 
yielding 20,000 gallons ,»f syrup. There was then less than 1.800 acres of 
blue gras» in Hardin county. 

Compare tin's with the last statistics, and be convinced that onward and 
upward has been the way of the Hardin county farmer. From the reports of 
1005, it will be seen that there were under a high state of cultivation 298.121 
acres of laud in this county. Of unimproved land there only remained 35,316 
acres, barms owned by their occupants. 1.334; acres farmed by owners, 
206.245: value of lands, $11,000,000; value of buildings, $2,272,000; farm 
implements, $250,000; numk-r of farms rented. 759. or 1 17.180 acres rented. 
The total number of farms in the county was at that date 2.093; acres fanned, 
344322; total land value. $18,234,000; value of buildings. $3,240,000: total 
value all farm implements, $390,000; total value farms and farm implements, 
$21,827,000. Twenty-one million is a great sum to be invested in one pur- 
suit in any one county! 

CROP PRODUCTION. 

Hardin county is not in the least ashamed to compare w ith other great 
agricultural sections of the West. The above report shows also that this 
county produces in the year previous to the report, or in 1904. the following 
crops : 

Acres of corn. 11 2. 20x3; bushels of corn. 3.978.OCK) : value of the corn 
crop. $1,251,000. Acres of w heat. 2/^5; bushels produced. 38.308; value of 
crop. $33. ocxx Bushels of oats produced. 1 .(180.000. Bushels of barley, 
29.007 Clover hay. 1.680 tons. Timothy hay. 38,00x3. Wild hay. 20.000 
tons. 

LIVE STOC K PKOIHCED. ETC. 

Number of head of cattle under one year old. 14.500; value. $95,000; 
total cattle in county. 50.147. valued at $813,788. of which number over six- 
teen thousand were milch cows. Total number of horses and mules. 14.000; 
total of hogs. 07.000: total of sheep. 3.837: wool produced. 4.8179 pounds. 
Total number of hens in county. 283.000. valued at $92,000. Eggs produced. 
94;. 117 dozen. Dairy product, value in cash. $375,000. 

The census of 1900 discloses the fact that the farm population of the 
I'nitcd States is the largest class, and is followed by that of manufacturin.C 
and mechanical pursuits, the ratio being as 37.7 to 24.3. the former represent- 
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mgtcn million people and the latter seven million. These two classes arc. in 
the strictest sense, the porducers of the national wealth. While other callings 
come in for their share of wealth-producing elements, these two take the pre- 
eminent lead. As has l>een written by C. L. Mays, of Eldora. in a valuable 
paper, it may be quoted : "Together, the American fanner and factory worker 
should create new possibilities in American life. Let the factory be located 
again, as in the early days, next to the farm, the source of raw materials: but 
let both the farm and village offer what is best in modern civilized life, with- 
out the discomforts, dangers and degeneracy of crowded city existence. Since 
the farm and village are immovable, the factory and the worker must seek 
them where they are." 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 

The Hardin County Agricultural Society is one of the organizations that 
dates back to 1856. when a man who had faith in organized effort in bringing 
about the best results among the farmers of his county set on foot a plan which 
subsequently culminated in the county fair. The name of this man. long since 
forgotten by the rank and file of the citizens of Hardin county, was George 
Mossman. of Pleasant township. It was he who repeatedly tried to have a 
public meeting of farmers at Eldora. or some other central place in this county, 
"here he wanted a fair association or agricultural society formed. Finally 
he drew up a paper, reading somewhat as follows: 

"We. the undersigned, citizens of Hardin county, hereby agree that, 
unless prevented by sickness, storm or .some other unforseen calamity, we 

will meet at the court house in Eldora, on the — day of January, for the 

purine of organizing a county agricultural society." This paper was signed 
by 'luite a goodly number of Hardin county citizens and had the desired effect, 
for at the time specified three hundred people assembled at the court house 
and organized the meeting by electing A. M. Mulford. of Providence, presi- 
dent. After due delil>oration. the society was formed and for its first presi- 
dent (ieorge Mossinan was elected, and J. E. Simonds was elected secretary. 
The first fair was held at the court house in Eldora. and is said to have been a 
>ery slim affair, when compared to those of a more recent date. L. \Y. 
Southard had the only apples on exhibition, hence took the sweepstake pre- 
mium, of course. Soon afterwards the Civil war came on and no more fairs 
were attempted until 1865. when it was held at Steamboat Rock, as it was 
hi 1866 and 1867. 

After a lapse of several years it was deemed best upon the part of many 
to reorganize the society, which was brought alxnit at a meeting held at El- 
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dora. March J J. 1872. wlien the following officers were elected: President. 
W illiam J. Motr. of Eldora: vice-pre>ident. 1. 1. McChesnev. of Ellis town- 
ship: secretary. Samuel \V. Pyle. of Hardin township: treasurer. Samuel R. 
Edgington. Eldora. The directors were Perry Hughes, of Jackson township; 
Job Stout. Pleasant Hill township: Gardner Spencer. Eldora township: George 
McMillan. Ellis township; J. F. Simonds. Hardin township. 

A meeting of the directors was held in June. 187 2. to arrange for the 
forthcoming fair. The price for admission was fixed at twenty-rive cents for 
adults and ten cents for children under fifteen years of age. 

On motion of S. R. Edgington. the follow ing resolution was adopted by 
the board: "Resolved, that W. J. Moir. Perry Hughes and Job Stout l>e ap- 
pointed a committee of the board of directors of the Hardin County Agri- 
cultural Society, to purchase fair grounds for said society, under these instruc- 
tions: 1. Said committee are to purchase the lot known as the Petin land, 
if it can be purchased at twenty dollars per acre, and a suitable half-mile track 
can be made on it. 2. The forty-acre lot known as the Webster land, if it 
can be had at tw enty-five dollars per acre. pa\ able in three payments. And 
in consideration of the subscription list of the citizens of Eldora. amounting 
to seven hundred dollars. Ixring turned over to said societv. this board hereby 
permanently locate said fair grounds in accordance with instructions here 
given. Said board agree to erect a suitable fence, provide a suitable trotting 
track of one-half mile in length, and keep the same in good repair: and should 
said society abandon it as a fair ground, or desire to sell the same, then tlie 
citizens of Eldora who pay their subscriptions shall become joint-owners equal 
to the amount invested." 

It was decided that the following fair should be held on September 18. 
IC) and jo. 187 J. Twenty-rive dollars was offered the newspaper w hich should 
write up and print the be^t account of the fair. The event came off and it 
proved to lie a grand success, financially and everv other wav. The treasurers 
report in the October following the fair showed the receipts to have been 
one thousand nine hundred and fifty-seven dollars and the disbursements one 
thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

About ) 873 the number of members on the board of directors was in- 
creased from nine to thirteen. In February, 1873. the board decided on the 
date for the annual exhibit that year and also adopted this resolution: "Re- 
solved, that the treasurer of this society be instructed to have prepared and 
sell life meml>ership tickets for the sum of rive dollars, which shall entitle the 
holder to vote at all meeting'? of the society, and to admission to himself and 
family to all exhibitions of the society for all time to come." 
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Such tickets were »o l>e purchased. however, before August iS, i Sj ^. 
The fair uas held. hut the society was still in debt. \Y. J. Moir was re-elected 
president. On motion of Dr. |. L. King, it was resolved "That the societv 
appoint a committee whose duty it will he to compile statistics of fruit in 
Hardin county; varieties that are hardy and fruit well: the result of cultiva- 
tion, kind of soil, exposure and frontage to the sun. etc." The committee 
selected was composed of J. E. King. Levi Hampton. J. McC arthy, Cieorge 
Whitney. B. V. Reed.' and C. F. Clarkson. 

At the end of 1874 the society was in debt twenty-three dollars and sixty- 
three cents, which was voluntarily paid by K. K. Brown and S. I'. Lathrop. 
The next president was T. I. Mcthesnev. of FJlis township. 

In 1N70. Centennial year, the society had become involved to the amount 
of four hundred and seventy dollars. J. O. Patterson was elected president 
that year. 

In reference to new fair grounds, the following resolution was passed: 
"That it is the will of the board of directors to change the location of the fair 
gr-unds from its present location to the grounds known as the Metcalf 
grounds, and that A. M. How die and S. f r . Lathrop be a committee to surv ey 
the Metcalf land and to transact all business necessary to effect this change, 
under the following instructions: r. To sell the old grounds for at least 
twenty dollars per acre: then to pa\ not more than sixty dollars per acre for 
the .Metcalf land, and to require Mr. Metcalf to t;:ke the subscription of nine 
hundred and five dollars as part pay for the new grounds, and to make as 
P<«d and liberal terms as possihle with said Metcalf for the payment of the 
Uilancc of the purchase money: said committee are further instructed to have 
» survey made of said Metcalf lands, and to determine, before purchasing, 
what amount of land w ill l>e necessary for the use of the societv: said com- 

- • 

"nttee to make a report of their doings, when finished." 

The president and secretary were authorized to execute a lease to the 
lining Park Association, for the use of the grounds when not needed by the 

society. 

Deroy Ellsworth. \V. I. Moir and K. K. Brown were appointed a com- 
mittee to make the needed improv emcnts on the new grounds, w hen bought. 

The 1X77 fair was not a great success, financially. That year the pres- 
•dc-it elected was A. YY. Bowdle. 

The annual fair of 1878 was more successful, the total receipts being 
' ic thousand five hundred and forty-nine dollars. Mr. Bowdle was re-elected 
President. At the close of the eighth annual fair the secretary w rote in his 
r fp"rt: "Much credit is due to the energetic and industrious lady exhibitors. 
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who contributed largely the products of the farm, garden, kitchen and house- 
hold, adding greatly tu t Fie display." 

Another feature of the abo\ e named report was the secretary's words on 
general farm iinpn >\ cment : 

"One of ihe in.ot noticeable improvements in farming is, the fanners 
begin to realize the necessity of well drained lands, many miles of drain tile 
having heen laid during the past two years: its utility and benefits have been 
shown by a large increase of crops harvested from the same number of acres. 
W. K. Stacy, a farmer in Point I'leasam. has invented a drainage machine 
uhieh is claimed to U- the best \ ct in use. He has established a large factory 
for the manufacture of the same. .Many are paying taxes and interest on 
waste lands, that, with a small outlaw can be utilized and made to produce the 
be-t of ciops. 

"Barbed wire for fences is being used in large quantities, on account of 
its cheapness and durability: its introduction has enabled many to build fences 
who otherwise could not have done so. J t s disadvantages are the maiming of 
stock, chiefly hordes, by coming in contact with it. 

"Another impro\ eiuent . is the erection of shedding and buildings for the 
safe preservation of farm machinery, grain and live stock; even the fanners 
are now carefullv housing their wagons. 

"There is a decreasing interest in the planting of artificial groves. This 
should not be the case. They not only beautify and protect the prairie home, 
and afford shelter for stock, hut the day is not far distant when the growth 
will be needed for fuel. Our forests are rapidly disappearing, and the 
thoughtful will see to it that this coining necessity will be provided. 

"Total exemption claimed from taxation, ninetv thousand dollars. There 
are numerous orchards which not only supply the family wants, but furnish a 
supply f«>r the home markets. Trees planted before the hardier varieties 
were know n are rapidly dying out. and this should be corrected by new plant- 
ings- 

"The needs are manufacturies and woolen mills to utilize our splendid 
water-power, and to manufacture the raw products instead of shipping to 
Kastcrn markets. 

•■The manufacturing interests were never in a more flourishing condition. 
F.verv mill and foundry is crowded with orders. The twelve flouring mills in 
Hardin county are running night and day on home demands and foreign 
orders The two foundries, on account of the quality of their work, cannot 
fill orders on time. They are using a capital of one hundred thousand dollars. 
There are nine carriage and wagon shops or factories, w ith a total capital of 
about half a million dollars. That of Kummcl Brothers of Alden. employs 
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ten or twelve men, and turns out excellent work. The larger establishment 
of \V. T. Shaver, of Eldora, has already a state reputation fqr durability of 
material and superior workmanship. This concern employs twenty-five men 
and has capital invested to the amount of seventy-five thousand dollars. 

"Cheese and butter factories are being erected and there is no reason why 
they should not become a financial success." 

SHIPMENTS. 

The following list of shipments will inform the present day reader of 
what was being carried forward in Hardin county in 1878: Cars of wheat, 
49; cars of barley, 5; cars of corn, 8; cars of rye, 1 ; cars of oats, 8 ; cars of 
cattle, 5; cars of hogs, 14; cars of poultry. 1. 

This was considered worth recording by the secretary of the agricultural 
society about thirty years ago, but today the figures seem hardly worth the 
reading, when one looks over the great shipments going out each month in 
the year nowadays. 

In 1880 J. E. King was elected as president of the society. The treasurer 
was instructed to issue life membership tickets at ten dollars, but to not exceed 
the sale of two hundred tickets. 

The board of directors met January 11, 1882, and it was ordered that 
the secretary and treasurer be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars per year. 
The fair of that season was the best of any ever had up to that date. The 
weather was ideal, the throng was greatest ever assembled in Hardin county 
and the result was the society was free from its debt. 

Matters have ran along, with their ups and downs from that date to this. 
An annual exhibit has been held each year. The last county fair, held in 
September, 1910, was a financial success and the society paid off the debt of 
five hundred and eighty-two dollars that was hanging over it the year before. 
The annual premiums run about nine hundred and fifty dollars. At the last 
year's fair the gate receipts amounted to four thousand three hundred one 
dollars and seventeen cents. The premiums that year were one thousand 
two hundred and twenty-three dollars, gross. When all bills were finally paid 
off the treasury had on hand one hundred and forty-one dollars and seventeen 
cents. 

The following have served as presidents and secretaries since 1881 : 
1882, J. E. King, president, M. VV. Moir, secretary; 1883, W. J. Moir and 
W. M. Moir; 1884, W. J. Moir, A. C. Swain; 1885. J. D. K. Smith, Joseph 
Hardin; 1886, J. K. D. Smith. H. E. Bateson; 1887; T. VV. Hauser, J. W. 
Scott; 1888, T. N. Hauser, J. W. Scott; 1889. J. E. Snyder, J. W. Scott; 
'890. J. E. SnyderJ. T. Boylan ; 1891 . J. E. Snyder, J. T. Boylan ; 1892, J. E. 
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Snyder. J. T. Boylan; 1893, John T. Boylan, W. T. Beck; 1894, W. S. Porter, 
J. C. Crockett; 1895, H. F. Carter, J. C. Crockett; 1896, H. F. Carter, John 
Peisen; 1897, H. F. Carter. John Peisen; 1898, A. P. Mason, W. E. Rath- 
bone; 1899. A. P. Mason, W. A. Doron; 1900, Robert Smith, W. A. Doron; 
1901, Robert Smith, \V. A. Doron; 1902, Robert Smith, W. A. Doron; 1903, 
Robert Smith, C. E. Greef ; 1904, Robert Smith, H. S. Martin; 1905, R. B. 
Lynk, H. S. Martin; 1906, R. B. Lynk, H. S. Martin; 1907, R. B. Lynk. H. 
S. Martin; 1908, R. B. Lynk, H. S. Martin; 1909, A. S. Howe, H. S. Martin; 
1910, John D. Reed, H. S. Martin; 191 1, John D. Reed, H. S. Martin. 

The present directors and officers are: John D. Reed, president; J. H. 
Hadley, vice-president; W. E. Rathbone, treasurer; H. S. Martin, secretary; 
directors. J. L. Reece, New Providence ; W. H. Rowen, Union ; L. B. Marks, 
Eldora ; Robt. McCall, Steamboat Rock; C. J. Kelsey. Iowa Falls; J. M. Hunt, 
Ackley; P. Ransom, Jackson township; Geo. Jones, Radcliffe; Enoch Wor- 
man, Alden. 

UNION AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF ACKLEY. 

In 1869 there was formed the above named society, with the hope of 
improving" the condition of farming, fruit growing, stock raising and the 
various industries in the vicinity of Ackley. The incorporators were R. R. 
Parrott, I. J. Schreiber, M. Barnes, Erastus Pardee. A. T. Reeves, L. A. Ray- 
mond. Artemus Severence, Granville Dennis, John A. Carton, J. Z. Werst, 
William Francis. L. D. Tracy and J. S. Kelso, M. D. The object set forth 
was "to hold a fair at. or near, the village of Ackley." The capital stock was 
three thousand dollars, divided into shares of ten dollars each. The stock- 
holders were to be life members. In 1883 the shares had run up to three 
hundred and seventy, or three thousand seven hundred dollars worth. The 
grounds selected were just to the north of the town plat of Ackley, and the 
district included Hardin, Butler, Grundy and Franklin counties. The grounds, 
as level as a floor, afforded a fine trotting course a half mile in length. Annual 
fairs were kept up for more than a dozen years, when interest began to wane. 
Col. A. T. Reeves, of Mavsville, Franklin county, was the first president of 
this society, while Dr. J. Seaton Kelso was secretary. 

This society prospered several years, but finally its members got into liti- 
gation and the result was a case was carried to the supreme court, over certain 
claims as to land titles, its stockholders, etc., and finally it disbanded entirely, 
and many of the present. residents of the north part of Hardin county even 
know nothing of its former history. At one date it drew large annual throngs 
and the races had there were known far and near. The grounds were over in 
the edge of Franklin county, near the city of Ackley. 
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RA1LR0A1JS OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

Hardin county was not among the fortunate sections of Iowa that had 
a railway line constructed through the county before its settlement was made. 
But. on the contrary, it had to get along for quite a long time without railroad 
facilities. When produce was marketed it must needs be hauled by team to 
Marshalltown or Cedar Falls, or even some more remote point. But when 
the richness of Iowa soil, particularly of northern Iowa, and the minerals in 
this section were made known to the projectors of the early railways of this 
state, it was fortunate in being near the line of the present Illinois Central 
railroad, which runs through several Hardin county towns, Alden, Iowa Falls, 
Ackley, etc. 

The railroads that gridiron the county in 1910 are these: The Illinois 
Central, on the north line; the Iowa Central, running clear through the county, 
from north to south; the Tama City branch of the Chicago & Northwestern 
road, coursing through the southern part of the county ; the Chicago, Iowa & 
Dakota (now a branch of the great Chicago & Northwestern system), which 
runs up through the county from below Whitten to above Iowa Falls; the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern (Rock Island system now) runs 
through the northeastern part of the county and thus on out to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; the Des Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern — "Air Line" — route, 
which mns through the western part of Hardin county. All of the fifteen 
civil townships in the county, save three, are touched by some one or more df 
these various iron highways, thus giving the farmers, stockmen and business 
men speedy transportation and, generally speaking, competing lines and an 
excellent service, in both freight and passenger traffic. 

The following is the mileage of the different roads in Hardin county, in 
1910: Illinois Central, twenty-four miles; Iowa Central, twenty-nine miles; 
Rock Island, eighteen miles ; Chicago & Northwestern (Tama branch), twenty- 
five miles; Chicago & Northwestern (Eldora & Iowa Falls), twenty-six miles; 
Des Moines. Iowa Falls & Northern, twenty-seven miles; total mileage in 
county, one hundred and forty-nine miles. 
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THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 



Among the first great trunk lines to be built upon Iowa soil, under the 
land grant of 1856, was the old Dubuque & Pacific, later known as the 
Dubuque & Sioux City, and about 1870 leased for ninety-nine years to the 
Illinois Central company, which now operates it and for all practical purposes 
owns it. This line was built out from Dubuque to Cedar Falls when, on ac- 
count of the panic in finances in 1857, all work was suspended, and nothing 
further was done toward extending it on to Sioux City until the close of the 
Civil war. In 1865 work was resumed with much vigor and spirit. It reached 
Ackley, Hardin county, about October 15, 1865, and to Iowa Falls by the 
early months of 1866. Again operations ceased, for lack of funds. Two 
years lapsed when another company, known as the Iowa Falls & Sioux City 
Company, resumed its extension' from Iowa Falls on west to its terminus, 
when the two construction companies united in a lease to the Illinois Central 
company. The road enters Hardin county in section 2, Etna township, pass- 
ing through Ackley. Iowa Falls and Alden, leaving the county from section 
30 of Alden township, having almost twenty-four miles of main line in the 
county. 

So it will be observed that the county had no railroad outlet from 185 1 
to 1865-66, but depended on freighting goods in and hauling farm and other 
products out to the outside world. These sixteen years may well be styled 
the "pioneer years," when it took stout hearts to endure and not faint by the 



The second railroad to be constructed in Hardin county was known as 
the Central Iowa Railway, which was constructed in short links and had sev- 
eral starting points. It was the first really north and south communication 
by rail through Iowa, and gave an outlet to St. Louis and Peoria, Illinois, as 
well as to the great lumbering districts of the north. Minnesota needed Iowa 
coal and Iowa needed lumber. 

The first link in this now great, far-reaching system was the Eldora and 
Steamboat Rock Coal Company, which subsequently led to the organization 
of the Eldora Railroad and Coal Company, having for its object the construc- 
tion of a road from Eldora to Ackley, connecting Eldora with an eastern out- 
let over the Illinois Central lines at Ackley. It was in January, 1866, that the 
incorporators met at Dubuque and these five directors were elected by the 
stockholders : C. C. Gilman, H. G. Hetherington, G. F. Lathrop, H. L. Huff 
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ai.fi \V. J. Moir. C. C. Oilman was elected president and James McKinlev. 
secretary pro tern. Then the interests of the coal company were merged into 
the newly formed corporation, which took over all the lands and minerals, on 
condition that the road should be built from Eldora to Ackley, which was ac- 
complished in the summer of 1868, the last spike l>eing driven in July of that 
year, thus connecting Eldora with the outside world of trade and commerce, 
the event she had so long hoped for and worked for. At the same moment 
the last spike was being sent home in this railroad connection, the supreme 
court of Iowa was deciding that Eldora was to be the legal county seat, a 
(|tie<tion that had been hanging in the balance for almost a w hole decade in 
the county's history. Joy was unbounded at Eldora. and the evening salute 
of one hundred guns, the brightly burning bonfires, and eloquent speeches 
made on the occasion were all evidence of the completion of two great events 
for the people of the central portion of Hardin county. True the railroad was 
onK seventeen miles in length, but it connected with a great eastern outlet and 
was looked upon as a good beginning which w as soon to be extended to the 
north and south. 

The next move was the organization of the Iowa River Railroad Com- 
pany in July. 1868, for the purpose of constructing a line of railroad through 
central Iowa from the Missouri to the Minnesota state lines, a distance of 
two hundred and fifty miles. After incorporating, the first thing was to pur- 
chase the little Eldora- Ackley link, which was an easy matter. This link was 
put in pood condition and fully equipped the first year, and the twenty-seven 
mile^ south to Marshalltown was put under contract in October. 1868. the 
grading being half completed before cold freezing weather commenced. Bonds 
were sold in New York to carry on this enterprise, and they found ready sale. 

On June 22, 1869. articles were signed at Marshalltown for the forma- 
tion of a new company to be known as the Central Railroad Company of low a. 
The principal offices were to be located at Marshalltown. and the capital stock 
was limited to twelve million dollars, and the amount to be expended for con- 
struction was not to exceed thirty thousand dollars per mile. These bonds 
were sold through Jay Cooke & Company and E. W. Clark & Company of 
Philadelphia. Before passing let it be said that the following were the officers 
of the original company, the Iowa River Railroad Company: President, C. 
C. Gilman; vice-president. Thomas Kensett ; treasurer, R. A. Babbage : secre- 
tary Charles Collins: directors. C. C. Gilman. H. L. Huff. Wells S. Rice. F. 
W. H. Sheffield. II. L. Stout. Horace Abbott. Thomas Kensett. John S. Gil- 
man and Isaac Hyde. Jr. 

C. C. Gilman was elected president of the new company and to him great 
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credit must ever lie given in speaking of the first success of this railway pro- 
ject, tor he it was who had charge while the line was being constructed from 
Albia. thirty-six miles from the smith line of the state to within six miles of 
the northern line, at Xorthwood. Worth county. In 1 874. however, the road 
was forced into the hands of a receiver in the person of D. X. Pickering and 
later Hon. J. B. (irinnell. founder of Grinncll College, was made receiver for 
the company. 

Tin-: XKW COMPANY. 

May jo. 1870. articles of incorporation were filed by Russell Sage, the 
great railroad magnate of Xew York, and Charles Alexander, successors to 
the Central Railroad Company of Iowa. The object was to put the enter- 
prise on its feet again. Isaac M. Cate was elected president and D. X. Picker- 
ing, superintendent. 

This railway enters Hardin county from the north at Ackley. passes 
south through Eldora, leaving the county from section y». I nion township. 
The stations along this route in 1 lardin county are Ackley. Abbott, Steamboat 
Rock. Eldora. Clifford and I "nion. 

CHICAGO X NORTH WKSTKRN LINKS. 

Prom the three-mile "stub" road known as the Toledo & Xorthwestern 
railroad, built from Tama City to Toledo in 1870. has come the above named 
railroad, backed by plenty of wealth and business ability. The short stub 
mentioned, in 1SS0 was bought outright by the Chicago & Xorthwestern com- 
pany, whose main line it touched at Tama City. The first season it was ex- 
tended on to Ilubhard. Hardin county, and in 1S81 pushed on to the far north- 
west, through Webster City and Eagle Grove. It strikes this county at Whit- 
ten and (in west through this county, with a mileage of almost twenty-five 
miles. This has given Hardin county five station points. Whitten. Gilford. 
Lawn Hill. Hubbard and Radcliffe. 

What was legally known as the Chicago. Iowa cvr Dakota railroad, and 
in slang (dubbed by the late Bob McBride. of Ehiora Lcilycr fame) as the 
"Slippery Elm." owing to its crookedness and the hard time it had in gaining 
an entrance to Eldora corporation, is now spoken of as the "Slip." but it is the 
property of the great Chicago & Xorthwestern company, and has l>een ex- 
tended way to the northwest, terminating at the town of Alden. Hardin county. 
It was originally built in 1882-83. by Judge John Porter, of Eldora. who is 
still living, an honored pioneer judge. The road is now a paying branch of 
the great Northwestern system and affords many shipping privileges in Hardin 
county. 
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THE ROCK ISLAND ROAD. 

What was originally the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad 
Company was projected from Cedar Rapids to the northwest and southeast. 
The Pacific division of this road was built through Hardin county in 1881. 
entering the county on section 1. Clay tow nship, crosses the Iow a Central rail- 
way at about a mile north of Abbott, at what is styled Abbott's Crossing, 
runs through Iowa Falls, leaving the county from section 3, township 89. 
range 21. The road extends on now to the northwest, terminating at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. It has eighteen miles of track in Hardin county. The 
local station points are Cleves, Robertson and Iowa Falls. 

THE DES MOINES, IOWA FALLS & NORTHERN". 

This is the last railroad constructed within Hardin county ami extends 
from Des Moines in almost an air line to Iowa Falls, being called "Short Line." 
Jt was built in 1901 and runs through the follow ing townships in Hardin 
county: Concord, Sherman, Buckeye and Hardin. It has a trackage in this 
county of twenty-seven miles. The station points on this new line arc Buck- 
eye, Sherman. Racine. Garden City and Iowa Falls. It crosses the North- 
western line, a mile or so east of Radcliffe. 

This line has wonderfully developed the western portion of Hardin 
county, giving as it has an outlet for produce not hitherto know n. 

It may be added, in conclusion, that the building of the chief railroad 
lines of this county were not taxed up to the property owners, to any great 
extent outside of the link of the Iowa Central from Eldora to Ackley. which 
cost them much land and money to secure it. And in the construction of the 
Chicago. Iowa & Dakota the public had a part of the expenses to foot, but 
in the case of the Illinois Central and Northwestern line (Tama branch} all 
that was asked was depot grounds, etc.. in certain locations and the right of 
way in other instances. The people of Hardin county have had to spend 
some money to secure transportation lines, but have never l)een heavily in- 
volved In- bonds and taxes, as has been the case in more than one Iowa count v. 
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THE HUNCH AND BAR OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

All along down the history of the human race man has been a law vio- 
lator. He began in the Garden ,of Eden. The children of Israel, upon leav- 
>"t,' Egypt, were given the Ten Commandments, which laws have been the 
base of all subsequent enactments, with various modifications, down to the 
present day. Upon these rest the principles of all our present state and 
national constitutions. To the obedient the law has never had any terror, but 
to the guilty, it has ever been feared. The judiciary' has to deal both with the 
civil and criminal laws of the land. In Iowa, we have had various systems of 
courts, all the way from the old county judge system and district courts on 
to the date of the establishment of the circuit courts, which existed from the 
year 1868 until the office was abolished. Several Iowa court houses were 
erected during that period, in which two court rooms were provided for. one 
for holding the terms of circuit court in and one for the district court, which 
court tried all criminal cases as well as many civil actions, while the circuit 
court handled mostly the equity cases, etc. 

COUNTY JUDGES. 

In Hardin county the first county judge was Alexander Smith, a native of 
Virginia, who located here in 1850. He was a man of more than ordinary 
ability, but with a limited education. He served four years. The office was 
then one of much importance to the people, as he took the place, largely, of 
the present county supervisors and had to deal directly with the people through 
their legal petitions and remonstrances. He it was who located county seats 
and ordered the building of counfy buildings, etc. He also handled all the 
probate business. He issued marriage licenses and had much business now 
distributed among other county officials. 

The second county judge in this county was J. W. Jones, who came with 
his parents to the territory of Iowa, locating in Des Moines county, coming 
to Eldora in 1855. He served as county judge one year and was soon elected 
to the office of state treasurer. 
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In the autumn of 1858 Maynard F. Styles was elected county judge to 
take the place of Judge Jones. He came to Iowa Falls in 1856. moving to 
AWen in 1857. Politically, he was a Democrat. He was ay excellent man and 
removed later to Colorado, where he died. 

Succeeding Judge Stiles came J. H. Cnsack. who served one term, after 
which he became a medical doctor. He was followed by Ellis Parker, of 
Hay township, who was born in New Jersey. He serve in all four terms, 
leaving the office in January. 1870. when the office was abolished. Politically, 
he was a W hig and later a Republican, while in church relations he was of the 
Methodist Episcopal faith. 

THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

By an act of the General Assembly of Iowa, approved April 3. 1868. the 
circuit court was established, circuits being created by districts. Each judicial 
district was divided into two circuits, in each of which at the annual election of 
1808 a judge was elected to serve a term of four years. Four terms of court 
were provided for each year in each county. With this came the alxdishment 
< f the old one-man-power system of a county judge, whose probate and other 
duties were transferred to the circuit court. 

Hardin county, together with Hamilton, Webster, Wright. Franklin. 
Story. Boone and Marshall, constituted the circuit of the eleventh judicial 
district. 

Hon. S. L. Rose, of Hamilton county, founder of "Rose drove." was 
tiM elected to fill this office. He was a man of much learning and came from 
a long and honorable ancestry, his father being a celebrated doctor >n Oneida 
o unity. Xew York, while his paternal grandfather was a victim of the Wyom- 
ing ( Pennsylvania) Indian massacre. The Judge's experience had been large 
•ind he had served as judge in Dodge county. Wisconsin. He served as circuit 
iudsie here in this district his full four-year term, when he was succeeded by 
Hun. J. H. Bradley, of Marshalltow n. serving until 1873 and was re-elected. 
Irving until 1881. He was prosecuting attorney previous to his election to 
t!n- position. He made an excellent judge and bore the respect of all who 

•line within his circle of legal and social acquaintance. 

Following Judge Bradley came that magnificent man and good lawyer 
'"d judge. Daniel D. Miracle, of Webster City, who was the last person to 

"Id this office, for it was abolished at the end of his term of office. The 
Judge was afflicted with cancer of the stomach and became a great sufferer 
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(though never heard to complain) long before he quit the bench. He was a 
brother-in-law of J Ion. D. D. Chase, of the district court, mentioned elsewhere 
in this chapter. 

DISTRICT COURTS. 

At the formation of Hardin county it was attached to the fifth judicial 
district. Phineas M. Cassady, of Polk county, being at the time judge of the 
district. It does not appear that he ever held a term of court in Hardin county. 

The first term, as shown by the records, was held in September, 1854. 
Judge C. J. McFarland presiding. There were present, l>esidcs his honor, 
Thomas Bennett, sheriff, James (iourlay. clerk, and J. I). Thompson, prosecut- 
ing attorney. No business was transacted the first day. and court adjournei! 
until the _'0th of that month. On reassembling, the sheriff returned a venire 
of grand jurors as follows : Cyrus Rowen. John Ellsworth, D. F. Rising, A. 
S. McDowell. Leonidas Smith. W illiam Shafer. Samuel W hite, Levi \V. South- 
ard, James Drain. W illiam Lockard. James D. Putnam, J. B. (iilbert, Jonathan 
Conger. William Pilgrim, T. V. McClure and John Mann. The court ap- 
pointed John Mann to serve as foreman. John \Y. Briles was appointed bailiff. 

The petit jury consisted of the following named: Isaac S. Moore, John 

I. ightner. M. H. Hughes. Henry Fiddler. Thomas Huff. Henry Smith. James 

II. Tucker. Washington Asher, Peter S. Meteer. B. F. Miller. I. L. Park. F. J. 
Reece. Je>se Algood, Daniel Bermito and William Hobson. 

The first cast- upon the docket was a divorce action, filed bv W esley \\ . 
Moran against his w ife, Margaret Moran. and for the custody of his children 
After hearing the evidence, the court granted the divorce and gave him custody 
of the children. 

The third case called for trial was entitled Clreenberry Haggin ^ -• Alex- 
ander Smith. All parties were well known, the plaintiff being the lir-t white, 
man to settle in Hardin county and the defendant the first count) j n« 1 ge "t 
this county. The records are now siU-m as to the true nature of the case, which 
was changed to another count) for trial. 

The cases named and one more- --an appeal case— were all that were dis- 
posed of at this the first curl in Hardin county district court. The grand 
jury found no bills. The court was held in the second story of a building 
erected by Alexander Smith, and which was reached by means of a rough 
ladder. Here ]w}i^c McFarland honorably dispensed justice. 

At the next term of court, in April. 1856. there were thirty-seven com- 
mon law cases, four of which were divorce cases. 

The first admission to the Hardin county bar was upon application ni P. 
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Fret-man Ellsworth, believing he could do something at effecting settlements 
ktween people of the county in which he resided. He asked that the title of 
Attorney and Counselor at Law" be attached to his name. Mr. ("rocker, 
later of Cnited States army fame: James \V. Woods, an old and well-known 
attorney, of Steamboat Rock, and E. \V. Eastman, who became lieutenant- 
governor of Iowa, were appointed by Judge McEarland as a committee to 
examine the applicant as to his qualifications. He was examined rigidly and 
parsed muster and became a full-fledged lawyer. 

At a special term of court in November. 1856. the most important case 
was one in which the cause came by change of venue from Webster county. 
This appears to have been a case in which William Williams, John E. Dun- 
">m!)e. William 0. Rugglcs and E. C. Colburn were all indicted by the grand 
jury of Webster county with assault with intent to commit murder. It was a 
"claim jumper s" case, in which these men took part as belonging to the so- 
called "vigilance committee." who banded together to see that original squat- 
ters had their rights, law or no law. The men whom they had attacked were 
named Rucy. Smith and Carr. They had violated the rule of the society and 
hence were treated to a coat of tar and feathers and ridden on a fence rail. 
The state was represented by James W. Wood. The accused were found 
uiiilty and fined twenty dollars each. This was at Judge McEarlnnd's Inst trim 
"f court. The John F. Duncombe referred to was none other than the late 
Hon. John F. Duncombe. of Fort Hodge, who became one of Iowa*-, ablest 
i'.irists and Democratic politicians, and had it not been for his party Ix-ing in 
the minority he could have held any office in the gift of his state. He was the 
chief attorney of the great Illinois Central s\ stem, in the West, for many years 
prior to his death. He was a IYnn>\ 1\ anian by birth and an all-round great 
man of his day and generation. 

Judge Thompson succeeded Judge McEarland on the bench in this county 
and d^trict in September. 1X57. Henry I.. Huff was the prosecutor and 
Henry Fiddler, sheriff It was at this term of court that Hon. W. J. Moir. 
who had lately moved to the c<»unt\. presented his certificate as an attorney 
ard counselor at law. and was granted here, as he had been in Indiana, a certif- 
11 ate to practice in this court, upon taking the usual oath. 

At this term of court, also, it was the pleasure and duty of the court to 
naturalize the first set of men a> citizens of the United States. These gentle- 
men were Robert T. Ward. Nicholas Tifferman. Johannes Happes and Theo- 
'»It Miller. 

Hon. M. p. Rosenkranz. later of (iarner and Clear Lake. was admitted 
to practice at the courts of Iowa at this term. 

(12) 
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Four indictments were found at this term of court, three of which were 
for selling intoxicating liquors contrary to law and one for keeping such 
liquors for sale. Judge Thompson's last term of court was held in Septem- 
ber, 1859, when the new constitution went into effect and he was thus legis- 
lated out of office. 

In the autumn of 1858, when the new eleventh judicial district of Iowa 
was formed, Hon. John Porter was elected as the judge to preside. Under the 
new constitution the office of prosecuting attorney for each county was abol- 
ished, and a district attorney for the judicial district was established. The 
last term of court held by Judge Porter was in October. 1865, when he re- 
signed. 

Following Judge Porter, came Hon. D. D. Chase, of Webster City, who 
had been district attorney for a number of years. His first term of court as 
judge of this district was in June. 1866. when Hon. J. F. Bradley was prose- 
cuting attorney. At this term was tried the case against Finley Rainsbarger 
for killing one Voils, for which he was sentenced to the penitentiary for eight 
years, but was pardoned after a year and a half. Judge Chase s last term 
was held in November, 1874. He made a model judge and was greatly beloved 
by the bar in his large district. 

Following Judge D. D. Chase, came Hon. I. J. Mitchell, who held his 
first term of court in this county in June. 1875. Among the first and truly 
noted cases tried before him was that of A. J. Reed et al. This was the begin- 
ning of the famous horse thief prosecutions in Hardin county. Reed and his 
pals were arrested and he and one of the others were tried and sentenced to 
the state prison for six years each. Reed was a noted character, shrewd, cun- 
ning, but not well educated in book lore. He was indeed an adroit horse thief. 
When caught, he was living a quiet life over in Marshall county, where he stood 
well among his neighbors. He finally met with his just desserts for his many 
crimes. 

Another great case tried by Judge Mitchell was that of the State vs. 
Isam Harris, for forgery, at the May term, 1877. It was a long-drawn-out 
case, full of interest, for the accused was a cunning schemer, who covered well 
his tracks at law violation. His swindles amounted to up in the thousands 
and he spared none with whom he dealt. He was defended. an able manner, 
by Enoch W. Eastman, of Fldora, and prosecuted by M. D. O i)onnell, of Fort 
Dodge, now solicitor of the United States treasury. He was finally sentenced 
for twenty years to the penitentiary. He lived but a few days after his incar- 
ceration, dying of hydrophobia, it was stated by some, and by others that it 
was from the effects of a wound self-inflicted on his leg. while in the Hardin 
county jail, awaiting his trial. 
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Judge .Mitchell had many knotty, hard criminal cases to try while on the 
kncli. some of w hich are not suitable for the rising young and general reader 
f local anuaN to peruse, hence will not he mentioned in this connection. It 
may he added in conclusion, however, that Judge Mitchell, though a small 
man and weak physically, was fearless and sentenced his share of had charac- 
ters to the Iowa penitentiary. 

Next came Hon. James YY. McKenzie, of Hampton, as the judge of this 
Strict. He was an excellent man and had served in the I'nion army. He did 
not enjoy a rugged constitution and was compelled to re-ign his position on 
account of ill health, and died shortly afterwards. His was a gentle, yet brave 
s|>irit. As a soldier he made a wonderful record and was connected with the 
famous and poetic "Hold the Fort" incident. He had been an eye-witness to 
tiie sad death of General McFhcrson. and while at Altoona. in Octol>er. 1864. 
was on duty with the signal men as a sergeant. One of the other signal corps 
men undertook to flag the message. "Hold the fort." and in order to do so had 
to vtand on the parapet, in full range of the enemy's guns: he failed to perform 
the task, when young McKenzie himself, jumping upon the parapet, completed 
'he message, and for his brave deed was mentioned honorably in the war de- 
partment's records. This was much talked alxmt for the reason that he did 
:m want to detail another in his squad, because his own brother. Tom Mc- 
Kenzie. was among the number and if he did not select him the others would 
accuse him of partiality, and should he send his brother and he be killed on the 
parapet, he would never forgive himself, so he who had the right to com- 
mand took the signal flag and went forth himself. 

The message he sent for General Corse, in reply to General Sherman's 
'Hold the fort" message to him, was as follows: 

"I am short a cheek bone and one ear. but can whip hell out of them yet. 
(Signed) "Gf.xf.rai. Coksf." 

Following McKenzie came Hon. H. C. Henderson, of Marshall- 

: "«n. This man made an excellent judge, he being among the brainy lawyers 
"t the district, a man of culture and good ancestors before him. He was born 
1 Virginia. His father was an old-line Whig and intimate w ith Henry Clay 
anil J.»hn Bell. The familv moved to Illinois at an early date and there H. C. 
Henderson was educated and admitted to the bar. He practiced at Rock Is- 
<;»'ul fur a number of vears and then, in 1850. remov ed to Marshalltow n. Iowa. 
He !>ccanie a radical Prohibitionist and had a state-wide reputation as a politi- 
cian. On the death of Judge McKenzie he was appointed by the Governor to 
r 'H his unexpired term as judge of this district. In the fall of 1882 he was 
'hen elected for the same position and held the office w ith much credit to him- 
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self and the bar until 1886. He then went back into the active law practice in 
Marshalltown. continued a number of years, then removed to Bowlder. Colo- 
rado, where he had much success in the law practice in that state. It was 
Judge Henderson who had much to do with the trial of the Rainsbarger cases 
of this county. Vx.th as a judge and later as attorney for the state in these 
famous cast-. Judge Henderson had considerable literary ability and fre- 
quently lectured. One of his interesting themes was on the authenticity of the 
Bible. W hen but a mere youth he held a position in the United States treas- 
ury at Washington, and use to relate how he had seen and heard speak, all 
w ithin the short time he resided there. Houston, of Texas. Calhoun. Webster. 
Clay. Seward. Sumner and such great American statesmen. 

Following Judge H. C. Henderson, this district was represented on the 
bench by Hon. John L. Stevens, of Ames, who served several years and re- 
signed, his place being filled by the Governor appointing Xorman B. Hyatt, of 
Webster City, w ho was a man of more than ordinary legal and general ability, 
and who had the good will of each member of the Hardin county bar. He 
died at his home in Webster City about [900. Both in and out of court. Judge 
Hyatt was a perfect gentleman, a real true commoner. He was a Republican 
until the days of the Liberal Democratic movement that nominated Greeley, 
after which he always supported the Democratic party. Because of his close 
affiliation with that party Horace Boies appointed him to the bench. 

Since 1884 the judges who have served in this district have been as fol- 
lows and in about the order here named : 1884. Hon. I). D. Miracle. H. C. Hen- 
derson; 1885. same as 1884; 1886, same; 1887, D D. Miracle. S. M. Weaver 
and John L. Stevens ( three judges from that date on to present) ; 1 888-1889. 
same as last named; 1890. Stevens. Weaver and D. R. Hindman; 1891-1892. 
same as last named; 1893. Weaver. Hyatt and Hindman; 1894. S. M. Weaver. 
D. R. Hindman and Hyatt; 1895. B. P. Birdsall. of Clarion, I). R. Hindman 
and S. M. Weaver; 1898. Weaver, Birdsall and Hindman; 1899. J. R. Whita- 
ker. of Boone. Birdsall; 1900. W. S. Kcnyon. S. M. Weaver and J. R. Whi ta- 
ker; 1901. Kenyon. Weaver and Whitaker; 1902, J. H. Richards, J. R. Whita- 
ker; 1903. W. D. Evans, of Hampton. J. H. Richards and J. R. Whitaker; 
1904, same as last named judges; 1905, Richards. Whitaker, Evans; 1906, 
Whitaker. Richards and Evans; 1907. C. G. Lee. of Nevada, R. M. Wright, of 
Fort Dodge, and W. D. Evans; 1908. Lee. Wright and Evans: 1909. Lee. 
Wright and Charles E. Albrook. of Eldora ; 1910, Wright. Lee and Albrook; 
191 1. Lee. Wright and Albrook. 
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PERSONNEL OF SOME OF THE JLOOES. 

Of Jmlge Cave J. MeFarland it may he said that lie was an odd. yet 
bright character. He was a native of Mount Vernon, Knox county. Ohio; 
read law and came to Lee county. Iowa, in 1844. He was a prosecuting at- 
torney and at one time a member of the Iowa Legislature. He later moved 
to Boone county, where he was appointed judge of the fifth judicial district 
and afterwards was elected. He died in Boonsl>oro in April. i860.. 

Many anecdotes are told on this judge, some of which should not he 
omitted in this connection. He had nicknames for many of his attorneys who 
practiced in his court. James \V. Wood he always called "Old Timber." and 
Governor Fnoch Eastman he style "Old Spot," from the fact of his face bear- 
ing small(>ox marks. On one occasion while "Old Timber" was addressing 
the court, an ass walked up near one of the windows and set up a terrible 
bray. The Judge quickly turned to Mr. Wood and cried out : "Sit down ; one 
at a time, if you please." 

HON. JOHN PORTER. 

The subject of this memoir was born April 14, 1828. in Washington 
county. Pennsylvania. In 1836 the family moved to Ohio, where his father. 
William Porter, engaged in the milling business. The grandparents, both 
paternal and maternal, were rich, having migrated to this country about 1700. 
and while some of his ancestors enjoyed military distinction, the Judge de- 
lights in saying : "I am an American commoner." 

Commencing at an early age as a farmer, he also assisted in his father's 
mill and attended common school at winter time. Subsequently he attended 
Farmington Academy, and thereafter taught school in his native county, as 
well as a term of district school at Farmington. 

April 14, 1840, he commenced the study of law in the office of Messrs. 
Todd, Huffman & Hutchins. in Warren. Ohio; was admitted to the bar Au- 
gust 7, 185 1. his examination being in open court. l>efore Hon. P>. I\ Wade, 
judge, subsequently United States senator. He was admitted to the practice 
of law in the supreme court of the United States, in Washington. I). C. 
March 3. 1853. He remained in the office of Todd. Huffman & Hutchins until 
April 26. 1854. when he married Marium Stevens, at Mesopotamia. Ohio. 
Thus mated, the young couple on the same day of their marriage took Horace 
Greeley's advice and started for the West to grow up with the country, first 
settling in the town of Plymouth. Indiana, but removed from that place to 
Mason City. Iowa, in November. 1856. and again to Fldora. in 1859. In 
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November. 1858, he was elected jiul^e of the then new judicial district, which 
included Marshall. Story. Boone. Hamilton. Wright. Hancock. Winnebago. 
Worth. Cerro Gordo, Franklin and Hardin counties. In 1862 he was again 
elected to the same position, and continued in office, with great credit to him- 
self, until April 1. 1806, when he resigned and resumed the practice of law at 
Eldora. He was of the law firm of Porter & Moir (Hon. W. J. Moir, of 
Eldora). 

Of the high esteem in which Judge Porter was held by the bar. the fol- 
lowing letter from Hon. Daniel D. Chase, of Webster City, who after Porter 
filled the same bench in this district, will speak decidedly: 

"Wkrstkk City. Iowa, July 17th. 1880. 

"To Whom it May Concern : 

"\ have been intimately acquainted with the Hon. John Porter, of Eldora. 
Iowa, for more than twenty years, and am prepared to speak understanding!} - 
of his character. He was called to the Innich at an earlv day in the judicial 
history of this state, and the people were unanimous in pronouncing him a 
model judge. He voluntarily retired from the bench to engage in the practice 
of his profession, during the fourth year of his second term, and for the last 
fourteen years he has occupied a position at the very forefront of the bar of 
this state. 

"Judge Porter is a strong man. He is energetc. resolute and self-reliant. 
He has excellent judgment and is a man of strict integrity- He has great tact 
and candor and a remarkably strong wit. and when he takes a case he never 
grows weary or gives up. He is an honor to his profession and would be a 
valuable addition to the best element of society in any community. 

"Very respectfully. D. D. Chase." 

Judge Porter is now ( January, igu) in his eighty-third year, and the 
years of his life as a jurist, his character as a citizen, his every act as a thor- 
oughly honest man. his liberality in every commendable enterprise for the 
past fifty years, is a living record, commendable alike to his friends and himself. 

As a railroad builder and projector, the Judge wr.:. once very prominent 
in this section of Iowa, building, as he did, the road from Eldora to Alden. 
known as the Chicago. Iowa {fc Dakota at first, but now n» the Alden branch 
of the great Chicago & Northwestern system, which company purchased the 
road several years ago and connected it at Gifford Junction with the line from 
Tama to Eagle Grove. 

Of recent years he has. in connection with his son. l>een heavily engage! 
in irrigation construction in the far West. As late as the present year be ha< 
cases to look after in the United States supreme court in Washington, he being 
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the oldest practitioner in that highest tribunal in the land, having been admitted 
to its practice fifty-eight years ago. He still holds property in Eldora, but 
divides his time between the West and his winter home in Florida. 

JUDGE DANIEL D. CHASE. 

Perhaps no more polished and learned judge ever graced the bench of the 
court of this district than Hon. D. D. Chase, of Webster City, Hamilton 
county. He was born in Canajoharie, New York, July 4, 1830. He received 
a good academic education and taught school, becoming principal of the 
schools at Cazenovia. and studied law at the same time. He was admitted to 
the practice of law, January 1, 1856. before the supreme court of his native 
state. In August. 1858, he removed to Iowa, locating at Webster City. He 
came without money and no capital, save his good brains. He found little or 
no business for some time, but kept digging away as best he could in a new 
country. In the autumn of 1859 his friends wanted him to accept the nomina- 
tion tor the county judgeship, which he respectfully declined. Not long after 
he was nominated and elected district attorney, and in 1865, when there was a 
vacancy, he was appointed district judge, the same being tendered him by Gov- 
ernor Stone. He was twice nominated and twice elected as judge of this dis- 
trict, and after nine years on the bench declined further honors along this line. 
On his retirement from the bench, the bar of the entire district, on the last 
day of his court, united in presenting him with a magnificent gold watch and 
t'lain. to purchase which they contributed the sum of five hundred dollars. It 
v.as a lteautiful present and the response made by the Judge to the presentation 
speech was a gem rich in sentiment. In it. the good Judge stated that he 
would let it mark his even hour and minute, and when time ceased for him. 
that he would direct that it l)e handed down to his only son. Cady Chase, which 
the writer knows was carried out. and doubtless Senator D. C. Chase carries 
the timepiece today. 

JUDGE ISAAC J. MITCHELL. 

Judge Mitchell was born in Cincinnati. Ohio, in 1827. When an infant, 
his parents moved to Clermont county. Ohio, where he attended school and 
prepared for teaching. While getting an education he worked at farm labor 
at two dollars a w eek, using his money with which to procure text books. He 
read law in Indiana, and completed his course at Asbury College. Greencastle. 
Indiana (now DePauw University). He had poor health and moved to Boone 
county. Iowa, in 1855. resumed his law studies and was finally admitted at 
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Boonesboro in April. 1858. He run a drug store while finishing reading law in 
Boonesboro. After he commenced the law practice he soon gained a good 
practice. He was justice of the peace in Boonesboro in 1857; was made mem- 
ber of the board of education; in 1868 elected state senator, serving four 
years; was trustee of the Iowa State Agricultural College at Ames; elected 
district judge in 1874. serving four years. He was greatly beloved by all and 
never enjoyed robust health, hence had many a hard struggle not known to 
other members of the bench and bar which he so graced. Peace be to his 
ashes! 

HON. CHARLES E. ALBROOK. 

One of the three present judges of this judicial district is Charles E. 
Albrook, who had practiced as an attorney at F.ldora, as a member of the firm 
of Porter & Albrook. He was born in Clarion county, Pennsylvania, in 1850. 
removed to Delaware county. Iowa, w ith his parents in 1857. He graduated 
at Cornell College in 1874. and for a year was engaged in teaching school. 
He came to Eldora and entered the law office of Porter & Moir in 1876. and in 
May. 1877. was admitted to the bar. In 1882 he formed a partnership in the 
law business with Judge John Porter, which continued a number of years. A 
few years since he was elevated to the bench and is proving himself a careful, 
conservative judge, meting out justice without fear or favor. Before going 
on the bench Mr. Albrook enjoyed a large legal practice. 

HON . WILLI AM I). EVANS. 

Judge Evans is a native of Wisconsin, born May 10, 1852. His parents 
were born in Wales. In 1858 he came to Williamsburg, Iowa. He entered the 
State University in 1873. and while in that institution he spent some time in 
teaching during his vacation months, (iraduating in 1879. he at once located 
as an attorney in Hampton. Franklin county. Iowa, where he practiced until 
1902. when he was elected judge of his district. He was lecturer before the 
State University in 1907-08 and in September. 1908, was nominated for the 
office of supreme judge of the state to rill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Judge Bishop. He was appointed by the governor to fill out the unex- 
pired term of Judge Bishop until after he was elected, becoming chief justice 
in 1909- In politics he was always a Republican. 

HON. SILAS M. WEAVER. 

Judge S. M. Weaver, of Iowa Falls, judge of the present supreme court, 
was born in New York state in 1843. He acquired his education at the corn- 
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mon schools and at Fredonia Academy, and was admitted to the bar at Buffalo, 
New York, May 4. 1868, removing to Iowa Falls the same year. He served 
as representative from Hardin county in the twentieth and twenty-first Gen- 
eral Assemblies. In 1886 he was elected judge of the district in which he lived 
< eleventh judicial), and was re-elected in 1890. 1894 and 1898. In 1901 he 
was nominated and elected to succeed Judge Josiah Given upon the supreme 
bench of Iowa, becoming chief justice January i t 1907. In 1908 he was re- 
elected to a second term on the supreme bench. Politically. Judge W eaver is a 
Republican. 

ATTORNEYS OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

The bar of Hardin county has numbered among its members not only 
those reflecting credit on the county, but on state and nation as well. These 
lawyers for the most part, as far down as the record went in 1882, were as 
shown in the follow ing list : 

James D. Thompson, John N. Fairchild. Henry L. Huff. John F. Brown. 
J. S. Gaulding, Allen Greer. William J. Moir, Enoch \V. Eastman. M. P. 
Rosencrans, M. W. Anderson. O. W. Garrison, S. A. Reed, J. H. Scales. W. 
V. Allen (late United States senator from Nebraska), A. Pratt Rol)erts, Fred 
Gilman, John S. Roberts. Daniel Eiler. William A. Greer, C. A. Albrook. J. F. 
Hardin, George W. Ward, W. S. Preston. John C. McBride, James W. Wood. 
E. M. Finkbine. Mr. Cassiday. W. X. Davidson. L. H. Evans. C. M. Xagle, 
J. C. Adams. B. S. Baker. George L. Griggs. T H. Millner, William Hall. A. 
C Murphy, Hiram Button. J. C. Waldron and possibly others who have l>een 
overlooked by the present generation of historical writers. 

A little later came attorneys C. L. Hays, X. S. Carpenter, E. II . Lundy. 
H. A. Huff. C. A. Rogers. W. R. Williams. George W. Wood. A. D. Davis 
and others who located in Eldora and the side towns in Hardin county. 

Concerning some of the lawyers the following is known : 

James D. Thompson, a native of New York state, was born in 1832, 
came to Iowa in 1854. locating at first in Marshall county, but soon re-located 
at Eldora. was elected prosecuting attorney and in 1855 became county judge 
of Hardin county. He was elected on the Democratic ticket, aided by some 
few personal friends in the Republican party, to the office of district judge. 
Irving four years, ran again against John Porter. Republican, who defeated 
him. He then practiced with H. E. Huff until 1861, when he entered the army 
and had a wonderful record in Missouri. Under Andy Johnson he was made 
pension agent at Des Moines. In 1874 he closed his office in Eldora and the 
following year moved to San Francisco. 
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J. \\ Kairchilcl. a young lawyer of a good education and possessed of some 
literary attainments, but not having much experience, died within one year 
after settling in Hardin county. The date of his death w t as 1854. 

J. S. (iaulding was from Kentucky, and came to Hardin county in 185;. 
locating at F.ldora. He had a good practice in his native state, did well here, 
but w as a man of reckless habits and bad character. He left this county in the 
autumn of 1855. 

Henry L. Huff was for many years a member of the bar of this county 
and had a host of friends, both socially and in a legal sense. In many ways he 
was the strongest member of the Kldora bar. He was born in Cumberland 
county. Pennsylvania. January jo. i8jo. his father dying while the son was 
yet an infant. His mother moved to Wayne county. Ohio, where she married 
John Mercer. In his youth he worked for a time on the farm and also in a 
tailor's shop. When very young he had an ambition to become a lawyer. He 
later studied for the profession and was admitted to the bar in 1853. in Mun- 
cie. Indiana. The same year he moved to Iowa, locating at Marengo in part- 
nership with Hon. J. IX Templiu. The next year he moved to Hardin county, 
locating at Hardin City, the chief hamlet of this comity then. He was elected 
prosecuting attorney in the fall of 1S56 and the follow ing spring came to 
Kldora. where he spent the remainder of his eventful career. In 1860-1 he 
was a law partner of Judge Thompson; was then alone until 1869. when he 
united v\ it h S. A. Reed, this partnership lasting until 1881 : after which he was 
alone until i8S_\ when he formed a partnership w ith F. W. Pillsbury. He was 
a member of the House of Representatives in 1800,-70, where he was noted a> 
a hard worker and fluent speaker. Politically. Mr. Huff was originally n 
Democrat, but when the war came on between the Xorth and South he became 
connected with the Republican party. He was an influential man and had 
much to do as a promoter of the railroad from Kldora to Ackley ( now part ot 
the Iow a Central system ) and was foremost in the development of the clay and 
other mineral industries in this county. He left his impress on the laws of 
the state, which he helped to formulate and execute. His son. Herbert A 
Wui't. is the present representative from this county to the state Legislature. 
He died after a highly successful career as an attorney. J$fri4&£<). 1907. 

William J. Moir. who now. j n his eighty-seventh vear. i- still to be seen 
almost daily in his law office in Kldora. is the oldest of the original lawyers in 
this county. A man of marked ability, he has eertainlv left his impress on the 
people and institutions of his adopted state. He was born in Scotland. October 
iq. i8_>_f. and with his parents emigra^d to Canada and from there tinallv 
found his way to Kldora. as a young lawyer who had made a success of his 
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profession. His career as lawyer and pnl>lic oftlcial is treate<! in his sketch 
elsewhere in this work. He was tw ice a member of the Iowa Ceneral Assem- 
bly and one of the founders of the Iowa Industrial School for P»oys at F.ldora. 

Of that gifted and highly respected statesman. Hon. Knoch W. Kastman. 
who was an eminent memher of the Hardin county bar. residing at F.ldora. 
the reader is referred to a sketch of his life elsewhere in this work, the same 
having ken prepared bv Hon. \Y. J. Moir. and published in the "Annals of 
Iowa." 

Among the stalwart and unique characters among the early-day lawyers 
in Iowa was Colonel James YV. Wood, styled by Judge McFarland as "Old 
Timber," he king one of the lawyers who "followed the circuit." going from 
one county scat to another to attend court. He called himself an "itinerant 
lawyer," and in explanation as to what it meant when asked in court by a 
younger lawyer to explain its meaning. "An itinerant lawyer is one," said Mr. 
Wood, "who follows the circuit for the purpose of aiding young lawyers who 
have cheek enough to take a case, but neither sense nor ability enough to suc- 
cessfully try it." 

On one occasion "Old Timber" caused the displeasure of Judge McFar- 
land. who fined him fifty dollars for contempt of court. The next day the 
Judge wanted to l)e absent on a hunt and placed Mr. Wood on the bench to run 
his court business. The first thing he had the clerk do was to read the minutes 
of proceedings of the last day of court and then ordered the clerk to remit the 
fine there found imposed against himself. When old Judge McFarland returned 
and opened court he asked the clerk by what authority the fine had been re- 
mitted and when informed that the presiding judge the day before had ordered 
it remitted. McFarland made no further inquiry, but shouted. "We are ready- 
to try the next case." Mr. Wood w as among the first law vers in Tow a. having 
come here in 1833. locating where Burlington now stands, where he built a 
log cabin. He w as the secretary for the first Territorial Council of Iow a w hich 
convened at Iowa City in 1840-41 and was also secretary of the first Senate of 
the new state in 1846-47. From 1847 to 1854 he was clerk of the supreme 
court of Iowa. He located in Steamboat Rock in 1 88 1 . Of his politics, he 
used to boast of king a "Democrat of the strictest sect of their religion." 

Allen Creer. l>orn in Ohio, in i8j_\ came to Iowa early in the fifties and 
entered land in Jackson township, this county. He engaged in mercantile 
husincss there at Berlin; assisted in raiding the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry 
in a time of the C ivil war ; he never practiced law to any great extent here, but 
fanned and traveled. He died in Berlin, this county, in 1875. 

O. W. C.arrison. of Iowa Falls, a native «>f New York state, born in 1840. 
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studied law in Illinois and was admitted to practice in 1 86 1 . He came to Iowa 
Falls in 1866 and opened his law office. He was the first mayor of that city 
and finally became editor of the louv Falls Sentinel and was a great factor in 
the development of the place. Later, he removed to the far West. 

M. P. Rosencrans, who was among the early Hardin county lawyers, came 
to the county in 1855. He was a man of much native ability, but not highly 
educated. He was admitted to the practice here and in Hancock county in 
1859. He was elected judge of the last mentioned county; moved back to 
Clear Lake and edited a newspaper; was a well-known spiritualist and de- 
voted much time in solving the mysteries of that faith, rather than to the 
keeping up in his law studies. His w as a kind disposition and he had a legion 
of admirers in northern Iowa. 

VV, N. Davidson was a scholarly man and of good literary attainments. 
He was a native of Ohio and located in Franklin at an early day. remaining 
until about 1874. when he sold out his practice and removed to Ackley. where 
he remained four years, then removed to Minnesota, where he was practicing 
when last heard from. 

L. H. Evans, a law yer, though no great credit to his profession, was a 
man thirty-five years of age when he came to Hardin county in 1873. locating 
in Union, where he commenced his practice, but by peculation in business 
proved himself immoral. He was later indicted for eml>ezzlement in Marshall 
countv and placed in jail; escaped and was ne\er captured. 

j. C. Adams was a self-educated law ver from the ranks of farmers. He 
engaged for a short time at Union and later settled as an attorney in Radeliffe. 

Samuel A. Reed, attorney, was a native of the Hoosier state, born in 
j 839. and came to Iowa just prior to the war of the Rebellion. He enlisted in 
1 86 1 in Company F. Fifth Iowa Infantry Regiment, serving five years for his 
countrv. At Champion Hills he was severely wounded in the skull and left for 
dead, and was being prepared for soldier burial when he became conscious and 
was thus just saved from an awful fate, that of being buried alive. Upon his re- 
covery he was promoted to first lieutenant in a colored regiment, and a year 
later to captain. After the war he commenced the study of law at Independ- 
ence. Iowa, and was admitted to practice in the Iowa courts in the autumn of 
1867. locating at Ackley. then a mere hamlet, then after one year there became 
a partner in law w ith Hon. H. L. HufT and moved to Fldora. He continued 
w ith Huff until April. 1881. 

Martin W. Anderson came to Iowa Falls in 1865. He was an attorney of 
some note, born in Upper Canada in 1819, received a mercantile education and 
went to Illinois in 1838: read law and was admitted to the bar in 1853. He 
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•'■a* still in practice at Iowa Kails in 1883 and had been connected with many 
>n<e> there from 18^5. when he first located there. 

Another law partner of Mr. Huff was F. \Y. Pillsbury. a native of 
Maine. Imrn in 1845 ; at the age of ten years he moved to Livingston county, 
Illinois. He studied law at Pontiac with his father. Judge X. I. Pillslmry. and 
a a > admitted to the bar in 1809. He then located in Union, this county, be- 
ginning there about 1874. continuing until he formed a partnership with Mr 
Huff in 1882. 

A. M. Brvson was born in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1844. He served as 
a t nion soldier in an Iowa regiment and was discharged by reason of disability 
"f a physical nature. He entered the Upper Iowa University, w here he re- 
mained two years until March. 1864, then took a business course at Pongh- 
keepsie. New York, at Eastman's Business College. In 1803 he returned to 
Iowa and embarked in mercantile life two years, reading law the meantime. 
He was admitted to the bar in 1868. engaged in insurance business until 1873. 
then located in Ackley, where he came to be well know n as an attorney. 

J. II. Scales was liorn in Galena. Illinois, in 1844. read law and was ad- 
mitted to the practice of law in 1809 i n Wisconsin. In April. 1870. he located 
at Ackley. where he has resided and practiced his profession ever since, now 
being one of the oldest, if not the oldest, lawyers in point of years of practice 
■n Hardin county, barring possibly Hon. \Y. J. Moir. 

United States Senator (from Nebraska) William V. Allen once practiced 
law at Ackley. this county. He was born in Madison county. Ohio, in 1847. 
and in 1856 the family came to Nevada. Story county. Iowa, w here he assisted 
hi* father on the new farm he opened up. When the Civil war opened, al- 
though a boy of but fifteen summers, young Allen, in i8n_>. enlisted in Com- 
pany G. Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, serving three years, being special dis- 
patch bearer for Major Geer. After the war ended he entered Upper Iowa 
University, remaining two years, after w hich he commenced the study of law, 
completing his studies with Hon. L. L. Ainsworth. of West Union, and was 
admitted to the bar in May. 1868. He practiced in Fayette. Iowa, until 1874. 
then came to Ackley, where he remained until about 1885, when he went to 
N'ehraska and got into politics and finally was elected to a seat in the United 
States Senate. He ran for Congress in Iow a !>eforc going West and voted for 
Garfield, although he had voted with the Democratic party and supported 
Horace Greeley in 1872. He voted for men and principles rather than party 
and hence stood a good show of holding office in new and progressive Nebras- 
ka. He had his failings and was a man of great likes and dislikes, so much so 
that when Judge Miracle was on the bench in this district he would not plead 
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a c.'i-c- before liim. it' possible, saving he "had no use lor Black Dan." as he 
always insisted in calling his honor. Judge IX 13. Miracle, of Webster City. 

John S. Roberta. nati\e of Knox county. Ohio, born in 1854. received a 
good common -ch< »- <1 education and in 1871 moved to Acklcy. Iowa, where he 
at hr>t clerked in a grocery stoi c, then acted as "devil" in a print shop for a 
year and a halt. In 1X7.1 be clerked in a drug store, during which time he com- 
menced the study of medicine, continuing the same two years, but it is related 
that on account of his being ton tender-hearted to watch the sufferings of the 
afflicted and ill. he gave up that profession. He had to make his own way in 
I life, hence took to painting and followed that until 1878. when he commenced 

to study law with J. II. Scales, being admitted to the bar in September, 1879. 
in P.utler county. He continued reading under Mr. Scales and not until 1881 
did he open his ow n law office, since w hich time he has made a successful prac- 
titioner in general law and collections. 

Of more than usual interest is the sketch of the present congressman. 
Benjamin I\ Birdsall. who in 1882 was accounted one of the youngest mem- 
bers of the Hardin county bar. He was born in Wisconsin in 1858 and in 
1871 moved w ith the family to Alden. this county, where he attended school, 
then the Iowa State University. He began the study of law with C. M. Xagle. 
of Alden. being admitted to the bar in 1878, at the age of twenty years, and at 
once entered into active practice at Alden. In August. 1880. he. in company 
w ith Postmaster Jones, bought the Alden 'l inns. Politically, he is a stanch Re- 
publican. He was elected judge of this district and later to a seat in Congress, 
to w hich place he has been repeatedly re-elected. He is counted one of Iowa's 
bright, brainy attorneys who has made his own way in life to one of the high- 
e>t of national positions. 

('•eorge Ward, of F.ldora. formerly of the law firm of Eastman & Ward, 
of Eldora. was born in Iowa county. Wisconsin, in 1854: graduated at the 
Xorth western Business College in 1874; purchased an interest in the Iowa 
Business College at Des Moines, taught mathematics there three years, also 
double-entry bookkeeping and commercial law. He read law both at Madison 
and Pes Moines and went to Washington. D. C. in 1877. entering the Na- 
tional University Law School, remained four years and from that excellent 
institution received the degrees of Master of Laws and Bachelor of Laws. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1878. passing examination w ith ninety-eight out of 
the possible one hundred marks of merit. While in Washington he had an 
extensive schooling before the supreme court. He returned to Iowa and Inr- 
came associated with Governor Enoch W. Eastman as his law partner, in 
February. 1882. Since Mr. Eastman's death he has practiced in F.ldora. 
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cither alone or as the partner of others. He was for seven years county attor- 
ney of Hardin county, leaving that office in the fall of 1910. 

George L. Griggs located at Iowa Falls in 1866 and remained until 1872, 
being a part of this time a partner of S. M. Weaver. 

T. M. Milner, another member of the bar practicing at Iowa Falls, came 
there in November, 1878, and remained until July, 1882. 

In concluding this part of the chapter on the bench and bar of Hardin 
county, it may be in keeping with the facts to state that during the period cov- 
ered by the past bar in this county, that the number of State Reports (legal 
court reports) have increased from about forty to one hundred and forty-three, 
and in each and all of these will be found the names of members of the bar 
from this county, and many are the disputed and unsettled points of law that 
by their efforts have been determined and placed beyond the possibility of fu- 
ture dispute in the courts of this state. 

Further, it should be said that many illustrious names appear on the 
records and biographical histories of the country as emanating from Hardin 
county. Among these may be recalled readily such names as : Hon. Enoch W. 
Eastman. H. L. Huff, his son, Hon. H. A. Huff, present representative. Judge 
John Porter. Judge (Congressman) Birdsall. United States Senator William 
V. Allen, of Nebraska. Silas M. Weaver, supreme court of Iowa, and the 
veteran of present attorneys in the county, Hon. W. J. Moir, who has served 
his state well and faithfully in the matter of having been in its Legislature 
two terms and had the lead in founding and caring for the Industrial School 
for Boys in Iowa, located at Eldora. These and many more have been more 
than ordinary men and more than common lawyers. 

PRESENT HARDIN COUNTY BAR. 

The following attorneys and law firms were practicing in Hardin county 
courts in January . 191 1 : J. H. Scales. Ackley ; A. J. Scales. Ackley; John R. 
Heinz. Ackley: J. S. Roberts, Ackley: F. J. McGreevy, Ackley; H. E. Button, 
Mden : J. H. Funk. Iowa Falls: F. M. Williams, Iowa Falls ; L. L. Williams. 
Iowa Falls: W. W. White. Iowa Falls: Brvson & Bryson, Iowa Falls; Lundy 
& Wood. Eldora; Herbert A. Huff. Eldora; George W. Ward, Eldora; W. R. 
Williams. Eldora: X. S. Carpenter. Eldora; W. J. Moir, Eldora; J. F. Hardin, 
F.ldora; C. A. Rogers, Eldora; S. D. Moser. Eldora; C. L. Hays. Eldora; 
Aymer D. Davis. Eldora; E. R. Baskerville, Eldora; Frank K. Long. Union. 
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HARDIN COIN TV, IOWA. 
THE FAMOUS RAINSBARGER CASE. 



From an early date in the history of Hardin county there had been citi- 
zens of a questionable character. Some of the crimes committed were never 
ferreted out and the perpetrators brought to justice; some were tried and 
acquitted, others have been sent to the penitentiary for terms of years and some 
received life sentences. Not all the crimes committed were by the men and 
women arrested and tried, and not all the persons charged with dark deeds 
were in fact guilty of such crimes. There have been two sides to these cases 
here in Hardin as in other Iowa counties. One class has been arrayed against 
another class, and hence innocent men have probably suffered at the hands of 
guilty ones, and in other cases, the really guilty ones have never been brought 
to justice. While the celebrated Kainsbarger cases have I icon known far and 
wide, perhaps many another county has a worse criminal record than has 
Hardin county. Hut it is not the province of this volume to hide from view 
nor to magnify crime within the borders of this fair county, but to touch 
briefly on some of the more celebrated cases which include the Kainsbarger 
cases. 

The beginning investigation of the criminal acts of members of this fam- 
ily, many of whom are highly iuttelligent and respected citizens, was begun at 
the June term of court, at Kldora. the first term ever presided over by Judge 
Daniel IX Chase, of W ebster City. 

This was the case of l'inley Kainsbarger. who was charged with the 
murder of one Voils. who lived in the vicinity of Steamboat Rock. Voils was 
a large, muscular man, somewhat addicted to drink, and when under the in- 
fluence of the same was very mean and quarrelsome. Kainsbarger u;i- a much 
smaller man. Some trouble had come up between the two men and meeting 
in Steamboat Rock, Voils. under the influence of liquor, threatened to whip 
Kainsbarger. shaking his fist under his nose and making other demonstrations. 
Kainsbarger suddenly drew a knife and stabbed Voils just l>elow the left nip- 
ple, killing him instantly. Kainsbarger was arrested, bound over to the grand 
jury, and that body found a true bill against him. He asked, and was granted 
a change of venue to Marshall county, where he was tried, convicted and sen- 
tenced to eight years in the penitentiary, but after about a year and a halt he 
was pardoned by the Governor. Henry L. Huff and \V. J. Moir. both of 
Eldora. defended. 

The Nathan and Frank Kainsbarger ease> commenced with their arrest in 
Hardin county. January 16. 1885. for the murder of Knoch Johnson. The in- 
formation was filed against these two brothers — always known a< Frank and 
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Xate— by Nettie Rainsbarger, who was then the wife of Frank Rainsbarger. 
charging them with the murder of Johnson, who was her father. 

The history of these awful cases has burdened the court records, and 
been before the governors, and recently there was tiled a lengthy petition ask- 
ing tor the pardon of the two brothers, now serving life sentences in the Iowa 
penitentiary, in which they were placed in 1884. This petition is a printed 
document, as required by law to be presented to the governor and lxxird of 
parole, who are now (January. 191 1 ) investigating the case again. The docu- 
ments contain much of the evidence narrated in this historic article which the 
writer has deemed wise to quote from, for the simple reason that the lx.->t evi- 
dence is that which comes from legal papers, where the statements are always 
required to be under oath. 

To give the reader a clearer understanding how this criminal proceeding 
came about, why t lie crime was committed and w ho w as in one way or another 
connected therewith, the following is quoted from the affidavit of Frank M. 
and Xate Rainsbarger. backed by many other affidavits of like character: 

"Jn 1870 one William F. Hiserodt and others of Steamlmat Rock formed 
a get-rich-quick scheme. Many good citizens were innocently drawn into it 
an mud Steamboat Rock. Eldora and the adjacent country. The gang finally 
engaged in counterfeiting. Some of the money was made in Steamboat Rock 
r'n.'iit (lies owned by Hiserodt. but most of it was sent from Dubuque. 

"Frank's first knowledge of Johnson's connection with the gang was one 
tu-ning in the fall of 1X82. when he. Johnson, and others drove into Stcam- 

K.»ck and sloped at one J. Snyder's store. While there Hiserodt called 
.!'>hn-<>ii and in about half an hour Johnson and Hiserodt brought a box alxuit 

feet long and six or eight inches wide, which was very heavy, and thev 
put it in Frank Kainsbarger's wagon and returned to F" rank's home with 
I" rank. Here Frank asked Johnson what was in his box and he declined to 
>ay and acted queer about it. Next morning Johnson had the box with him 
and he drove over to Cleves from which place he shipped the 1m>x by express 
to one Milton Biggs at Dakota City, Nebraska. 

"Johnson afterwards told Frank that this lx»x contained counterfeit 
money, that Hiserodt was sending out. In 1884 Johnson was arrested bv 
federal officers for passing and having counterfeit money in his possession and 
the said Biggs was arrested with him at the same time. They were taken to 
Fort Dodge for examination lie fore the United States commissioner and after 
the hearing and while a United States officer was taking Johns.m and Biggs to 
Sioux City jail. Biggs slipped his handcuff's and escaped and was never re- 
captured. 

(<3) 
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"Henry Johns. Frank Rainsbarger's brother-in-law, had warned Frank 
against having anything to do with the Johnson gang. Said Johns was fore- 
man of the Federal grand jury that indicted Enoch Johnspn. This indictment 
produced great excitement at Steamboat Rock, owing to the gangs fearing that 
Henry Johns would get Johnson to turn state's evidence, and this was exactly 
what Johns was attempting to do. 

"When Johnson was arrested, his wife, Mag Johnson, sold or transferred 
nearly everything Johnson had. Nettie Rainsbarger (now Nettie Haley) 
begged Frank, her husband, to go and get her father, Enoch Johnson, out on 
bail, so that her father could stop his wife. Mag Johnson, from disposing of all 
the property. Frank finally became sole bondsman for Johnson. 

"Johnson was confined in the penitentiary prior to being bailed out by 
Frank Rainsbarger. When he was released on bond he returned to Steamboat 
Rock and at once quarreled with his wife, Mag, and left her to live at the home 
of Frank Rainsbarger, his son-in-law, where Nate Rainsbarger was also mak- 
ing his home. Johnson made many threats against William Hiserodt and 
several others. They frequently came to Frank's home to see Johnson and he 
told them plainly that if they deserted him or would not help him out, he 
would not go the penitentiary alone, that they had passed counterfeit dollars 
where he had cents. Hiserodt declared at one time that if Johnson 'peached' 
there wouldn't be enough left of him to feed the crows, and on the very morn- 
ing of the day of Johnson's death the two men had a serious quarrel in the 
road near Steamboat Rock. Johnson believed the gang would kill him and 
was afraid to go out alone at night. He had his life insured for his daughter 
Nettie's benefit for seven thousand dollars, all done without the knowledge of 
Nettie's husband. Frank Rainsbarger. Mag Johnson, about the same time, 
took out sixteen thousand dollars of insurance on Johnson's life, payable to 
her in case of his death. Johnson was a particular friend of Nate Rainsbarger 
and begged us both to get insurance on him. which Frank finally did. a five 
thousand dollar policy in the Caw Insurance Company of Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, payable jointly to Nettie and Frank Rainsbarger and which we assert is 
the only circumstance that would point to a motive for the alleged crime 
charged against Frank. During these times our brother-in-law had several 
private talks with Johnson. At one time Dr. Underwood came to see Nettie 
and found Johnson and Henry Johns talking together and asked Frank if he 
knew what Henry Johns was after. Frank tuld him he did not. After that 
lohnson would always keep out of sight when Dr. Underwood came to see 
Nettie, which he did two or three times. 

-Now as to the day on which Johnson was killed. In the afternoon Enoch 



Digitized by Googl 



1IAKDIN COL" XT Y, IOWA. 



195 



Johnson told us he would be gone over night, he said he expected to get a 
letter from his wife at Steamboat Rock. That if she had matters fixed up he 
might have to go down to Eldora. but if he did not hear from her he would go 
over to Manie Tailor's and stay all night. That he was afraid to drive back 
at night. Xate and I drove over to Cleves. One of Nate s horses had been 
Mck for some time and we drove very slowly. Wc got some groceries for 
Henry Williams, our hired man, and got home about 1 1 .30 p. m. 

"Mag Johnson came to our home about eight a. m. the next day. We 
were all surprised to see her so early; she said she came on a freight from 
KWora and walked out. About ten o'clock a. m. a telegram arrived from 
J'.sluia W est to Mag Johnson saying that Johnson had met with an accident 
and was dead. Before opening the telegram Mag Johnson said 'That dis- 
patch is from Joshua West.' She was not at all surprised and showed no sor- 
row, but arranged to be driven to Clifford, near which place Johnson had been 
killed. 

"Mag Johnson came several times to our home and talked with Nettie 
ami finally persuaded her to go with her and see Hiserodt at Steamboat Rock, 
loua. A day or two after this we were surprised to learn that Nettie had 
joined with Hiserodt and Mag Johnson, to fasten the crime upon us. 

"A feu days after our preliminary examination Henry Johns declared 
publicly that he personally knew that we could not be guilty of the crime of 
killing Enoch Johnson. That he knew Johnson had been killed to prevent him 
from exposing the gang of counterfeiters, and he told us to be of good cheer, 
that lie would never rest well until the true facts were known, that he would 
>tay by us if it cost fifty thousand dollars to clear us and bring to justice the 
real culprits. 

"This was the last time we ever saw Henry Johns. 

"He was waylaid near Abbott the night of March 30th, while returning 
t<> Ins home, and was shot, dying from the effects of the injury. His ante- 
mortem statement made out by Justice Harrington of MarshaHtown was never 
made public and no one was ever indicted for his murder. 

"While we were in jail at Marshalltow n. awaiting our trial, a mob attacked 
the jail at Eldora and assassinated our two brothers, Finn and Emanuel, and 
'10 action was ever taken by officials to learn w ho constituted the mob. 

"With no intention to discuss that affair, we refer to same to show that 
the public mind was inflamed against the name Rainsbarger at the time we 
were tried, and that a fair trial was an impossibility in Hardin or any of the 
surrounding counties. 

"And once again, we say that we never had any ill will or quarrel with 
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Enoch Johnson, that we never molested so much as a hair of his head, that 
we have suffered these long years for a crime that we did not commit, that we 
have waited patiently for deliverance from prison, never having lost faith in 
the idea that our liberty would some day be restored to us. We have therefore 
joined in the above statement of facts, trusting that it may help your excellency 
to feel the duty of enabling us to pass the remaining years of our lives in 
freedom, each feeling that under such a condition we can prove to the world 
that we have but one controlling ambition and that is to be good and upright 
citizens lie fore our neighbors and before the laws of our country. 

(Signed) "Frank M. Rainsbarger. 

"Nate Rainsbarger. 

"Dated May 15. 1907." 

DR. N. C. MORSES STATEMENT. 

Concerning the death of Henry Johns. Doctor Morse, of Eldora. still liv- 
ing, gave this statement under oath. June 1, 1906, nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury after the transaction occurred : 

"Henry Johns was a brother-in-law of the Rainsbargers and had demanded 
that the accused be taken to Marshalltown jail for safe keeping. He knew the 
boys were innocent and supplied means for their defense. On the night of 
April 9th. while returning from Robinson. Hardin county. Henry Johns was 
shot at from ambush, but escaped injury. He became alarmed and consulted 
his attorney. John Roberts, of Ackley, as to the means of protecting his life. 
On April 16th. Henry Johns came to Eldora. He had been warned to he care- 
ful: he took the evening train north, intending to go home. He got off at 
Abbott station, where his hired man and little son awaited him. He noticed 
several parties with guns on the train at Steamboat Rock and became suspicious. 
It was a very dark night, and as I lenry Johns, who. with his hired man and son. 
were driving home and within a quarter of a mile of the town of Abbott, one 
of his horses was suddenly shot dead. Both bovs jumped from the vehicle, 
and while Johns was attempting to get out, he was shot at several times; a 
charge of buckshot took effect in his left arm. below the elbow, and a bullet 
struck him in the breast. He was left for dead, but after a struggle managed 
to get home. He died about two weeks or ten days later, as a result of 
gangrene. Before his death. Henry Johns made a statement of all the facts 
as herein set forth ; he had recognized several of his assailants and named them. 
This dying statement or declaration was made out by one Harrington, a 
justice of the peace of Marshalltown, Iowa, and was duly sworn to before 
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witnesses. This paper was filed in the clerk's office at Eldora. but was taken 
from the files and was never more heard of. nor can it he found." 

ALLEGED ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE DOCTOR UNDERWOOD. 

The following concerning the attempt on Doctor I'nderwood's life is 
al<o from the statement given the board of pardon, at Des Moines, in 1906: 

"About June 2, 1885. at a called meeting of the society (the Vigilance 
Society, elsewhere named), a large number of the members met — two hun- 
dml to two hundred and fifty— at Hiserodt's Hotel, for the purpose of adopt- 
ing a plan by which they could arouse the whole county to action and thus 
exterminate the rest of the Rainsbarger family. It was arranged at this meet- 
ing that four or five men should proceed north from Steamboat Rock at an 
hour agreed upon to intercept Doctor Underwood, of Eldora. who was to 
make a call or visit to the father of William Hiserodt. who lived north of the 
Henry Johns place. These men were instructed to wear masks and use shot 
!, r mis or rifles, but were not to injure the occupants or horses. This plan 
was carried out late in the afternoon of June 3, 1885. The men selected to 
perform this hold-up were Joseph McMillan. Jim Stephenson. William Buck- 
tier and Amos Bannigan. The next day after the shooting, on June 4th. Race 
Gardener, acting deputy under Vance Wilcox, sheriff, arrested Finn Wilcox 
and others arrested Manse and William Rainsbarger. They were taken to 
KMora and William Rainsbarger was released on his own promise to appear, 
' nt Finn and Manse were locked up in the Eldora jail. Sheriff W ilcox and 
hi* special deputy. H. E. Gardener, left on the evening train north, on the 
Iowa Central railroad. At about eleven o'clock P. M. of the same evening, 
bine 4, 1885. a large crowd gathered at Steamboat Rock, consisting of men 
from Etna and Clay townships, many of them in wagons and buggies, others 
■ n horseback. At Steamboat Rock bridge the party divided, the majority 
taking the river road to Eldora: others went to meet Robinson and Jackson 
township men at the Hayden cross roads. At the Armstrong place, south of 
Steamboat Rock, they stopped to load a maple tree, which was twelve inches 
at the butt and twenty feet long. It had been cut and trimmed the morning 
»f June 1st (before the attempted shooting) and hauled near the road. This 
tree was loaded on a wagon and later used for the purpose of batting in the 
iail door at Eldora. There was no official resistance. The party reached the 
jail about 1:25 A. M.. and the jail was butted in and both Finn and Manse 
were shot in their cells before the crowd could get the cell door open. Manse. 
v "me say, Finn, although wounded, fought his way outside, with a boot or 
^ioe, and was killed outside the jail. The last scheme of any prominence w as 
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the attempt to kill John Bunger. Bunger was supposed to have been way- 
. laid, the horse he was riding being killed and he received a shot through the 
right leg. This was a bungling affair. It l)eing self-evident that Bunger him- 
self did the shooting, the horse was old and toothless and was shot back of the 
ear, the bullet ranging forward and downward, Bunger' s clothing or pant leg 
caught fire from the close proximity of the pistol. However. Joseph and 
John Rainsbarger were arrested by Sheriff Allan Meader. who was ordered 
by Judge Weaver, court being in session, to take them to Marshalltown for 
safe keeping. A crowd of men with guns and revolvers went to the depot 
for the purpose of intercepting the sheriff and lynching these boys (aged 
respectively sixteen, twelve and eleven years) ; the shooting was only averted 
by the knowledge that the Rainsbargers were armed and possibly the failure 
of a crowd from Jackson township to arrive in time." 

In conclusion, Doctor Morse states in his affidavit that: "There is little 
doubt but what at the time Clay township and vicinity was infected with a 
very tough or criminal element. Finn Rainsbarger had a bad reputation and 
was considered a dangerous man. He was supposed to be associated with the 
notorious Jack Reed. Enoch Johnson, Ed Cheney and many others of like 
character. Nathan and Frank Rainsbarger were never before arrested or 
indicted for any crime or misdemeanor. Manse and William Rainsbarger 
were both hard working men. and never under the least suspicion. Mam- 
good citizens were drawn into joining the Vigilance Society and at first acted, 
as they then believed, in the interest of good government and the peace and 
safety of their homes and property, but they were soon led into acts and 
deeds which do not bear the scrutiny of time, and which they now view with 
chagrin and sorrow. Many of the most active and prominent men of that 
"society" have died. Others have left the county and state. A few only are 
left of the original reformers, and they, of course, are adverse to having the 
facts made public. Possibly a few fear that if the two Rainsbargers are al- 
lowed to have their freedom, they would naturally seek some revenge, or at 
least expose those who were instrumental in sending them to prison. And 
yet in view of the fact that Frank' and Nate Rainsbarger were convicted prin- 
cipally on the testimony of Nettie Rainsbarger, whose reputation for truth 
and morality is bad, it would seem but an act of justice that these two men, 
now grown old and gray, incarcerated for twenty-four years for a crime with 
which their connection is. at least, questionable, sho-ild be granted a parole or 
pardon. 

"Very respectfully, 

(Signed) "N. C Morse. 

"Eldora, Iowa, June 1, 1906." 
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ENOCH JOHNSON AND HIS CHARACTER. 

The court records and other affidavits show the following concerning 
Ktuuli Johnson, who was killed and to whom the two Rainsharger hoys were 
charged and convicted of heing the murderers of : 

At the date of his death Johnson was fifty-three years of age. His repu- 
tation was had; he was commonly called '"horsethief Johnson." Pie was 
known as a cattle and hog thief and also known to he a pal of the noted Jack 
Reed. Mag Johnson, wife of the murdered man. was likewise of had repu- 
tation, hut a woman of courage and of shrewd judgment. At the time of his 
death Johnson was under indictment for passing counterfeit money, and when 
arrested had ahont five hundred dollars of such money in his possession. He 
\va< met hy appointment ahont four miles south of Kldora. w here he had gone 
with the intention of stealing a steer (it is stated) from the pasture of Seth 
Tash. hy three men. who drove dow n ahead of him in a buggy, driving two 
liorses or mules. After he was killed, the wheel of his buggy was broken, 
the horses were unhitched and Johnson placed on his horse and thus carried to 
the foot of the hill. The lines were wrapped around his leg and his body 
all used to fall off and was dragged for about three- fourths of a mile, every 
efYon to have his death appear as a matter of accident. Had they not met 
J"':n>on at the Ta-h Hill, it was intended by the parties in pursuit "f him to 
fallow him and kill him at the home of his wife. Mag Johnson, who. it iva* 
Mi-I. was fully advised in the matter, and some witnesses a>sert that Xettie 
Rainsharger was also aware of the plot to kill her father, having herself tried 
to impeach his testimonv over the collection of a mortgage, her father hav ing. 
>«'» she claimed, forged her name in proem ing nionev . This is a matter of 
court record 'and no fancv picture." 

It may Ive added that it was a case of circumstantial evidence, in which at 
least some links were missing, and the hearing had before the supreme court 
brought out the fact that the mictions of how or by whom F.noeh Johnson 
came to his death were not v ery clear and conclusive in the minds of the court 
itself, for judge W eaver of the supreme bench, stated '"That Enoch Johnson 
* as murdered by any person is not and nev er has been established beyond a 
reasonable doubt." 

At the time of these tragedies in Hardin county, the Elilom Hcrahi was 
U'ing edited by James S. Ross, now in Missouri, and at the time he published 
a jwmphlet history of the affair, and in ioon\ when the two remaining Rains- 
largers were seeking a pardon at the hands of the Governor, he made an 
afiidavit in which he states that "As to the killing of F.noeh Johnson, it was 
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the general talk and understanding, of which I learned sometime after their 
conviction, that Johnson was killed by his brothers-in-law. Milton and John 
Biggs, after a plan arranged by certain parties at Steamboat Rock. I be- 
came fully convinced from information derived from several sources that 
Frank and Nathan Rainsbarger were not guilty of the crime for which they 
were convicted. Nettie Rainsbarger's reputation for truth and morality at 
the time I left Fldora was exceedingly bad." 

It will be rememl>ercd that this affidavit was made only five years ago. 
and that it was after the passing of twenty-four years, the time the accused 
had then been in the penitentiary serving life sentence. There is no doubt but 
that the Vigilance Society of Hardin county, was formed for good purposes, 
and not for the purpose of being prostituted into a bad society which in the 
end was led and managed by a set of men who intended to run the Rains- 
bargers and all their clan out of the county, and state, if possible, by fair or 
foul means. In this way many crimes might have been — indeed were— com- 
mitted by them, and the same charged up to the life and character of the men 
who were sent to the prison by the courts. In fact it is charged that the 
sheriff of the count) and other officials were in league with the society and 
frequently met with them ai Steamboat Rock and other points, and thus must 
have known much of the workings and designs of that illegal body. But, 
possibly, the majority of the citizens who joined the Vigilance order went in 
with no intention of being the means, in the hands of a mob, of taking human 
life or destroying property. 

Who killed Henry Johns' Who killed Fnoch Johnson? How were 
they killed? Just who was leader and responsible for the killing, by mob. in 
the Fldora jail, of Finlev and Manse Rainsbarger. are all questions not fully 
answered in the minds of the people and possibly never will be known until 
the day of judgment, when the secrets of all mankind shall Ik- revealed before 
an impartial Judge, who errs not in meting out justice to all who have com- 
mitted such awful crimes. 
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BANKS AND BANKING. 

With the settlement of every new country, the first thing in order is to 
produce from soil or mine some commodity which can he turned into money, 
after first the home demand for breadstuff s and clothing is provided for. The 
>hare that is to he sent to other localities must needs be paid for in money or 
its equivalent. During the first decade in all these new counties there was but 
.ink demand for banks and bankers. It is true that ''money-lenders*' were 
early in evidence and frequently "shaved" paper at an irreligious rate of dis- 
count and loaned money with which the pioneer had to provide himself an- 
nually when his taxes were due— otherwise he had his land sold for taxes. 
But. in a legitimate sense, there was little use for hanks in Hardin and adjoin- 
ing counties until the first settlers had got well organized into settlements and 
immunities and when villages and good sized towns and county seats had 
sprung into existence. Then it was that trade and commerce needed the hank 
and the banker, and they came along in their own good time and way. The 
Wiikin" system, however, was not in that perfected state in which it exists 
m this the opening year of the second decade of the twentieth century, when a 
•'"Har is worth a dollar, be it paper, gold or silver. Iowa had its touch of 
"\\:ld-cai" hanks and wilder money. 

The first hanking institution in Hardin county was the private bank con- 
ducted and owned by L. V. W'isner. who began this branch of business at 
I'twa Falls in 1863. The next bank was the Hardin County Hank, at F.ldora. 
established in 1808. 

At an early day in Hardin county money was very scarce and. like the 
pvice <»f wheat, corn, cattle and hogs now. went on the supply and demand 
principle. In the sixties and seventies (says banker C. McKeen Duren. of 
Blora. 111 a recent newspaper item ) two or three per cent, a month was not an 
uncommon rate of interest for people to pay for the use <>f cash. We then 
iieanl the expression "shaving note." which meant, it one man had a good 
note drawing ten j>er cent, for a hundred dollars face, and another man had 
seventy-five dollars in cash they were often w illing to exchange ca-li for note. 
One tanner had a »ale aggregating one thousand five hundred dollars. Most 
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of the property was sold for notes bearing the names of two or more good 
men and they drew ten per cent, per annum. The farmer felt well satisfied to 
sell the entire bunch of sale notes at fifteen per cent, discount. The present 
system of sending personal checks almost anywhere had not developed. It 
was the custom of banks to charge exchange for cashing checks on almost 
any town or city, aside from Chicago or Xew York. One of our churches 
borrowed money on its note bearing the endorsement of three good men at 
fifteen per cent., and the transaction was considered a sort of l>enevolence on 
the part of the bank to loan a church money at four and five per cent. 

The Hardin County Hank was organized at Eldora December 31, 1868, 
Its first board of directors was II. 1\ Liscomb. Xew York; Thomas Kensett. 
Baltimore; George Green. Cedar Rapids; F. \Y. H. Sheffield. Dubuque: H. L. 
Huff. Kldora : E. W. Eastman, Eldora ; C. McKecn Duren. Rldora. Its first 
officers were F. YY. H. Sheffield, president; E. \Y. Eastman, vice-president; C. 
McKeen Duren, cashier. Xovember 18, 1872. L. F. Wisner. J. M. Scott, and 
Doane Young bought four hundred and sixty-seven shares of its stock. 

[ulv 1. 1874. Doane Young sold his stock to Deville Hubbard, of Mar- 
shall. Michigan. Deville Hubbard died in 1885. L. F. Wisner in 1889. George 

H. Wisner in 1893 and Julia A. Wisner in 1893. so that in June. 1893. two 
hundred and eighty-six shares of its stock were owned by estates and two 
hundred ami five shares by two women, leaving nine shares which were owned 
by three men. 

C. McKeen Duren was cashier from 1869 to 1893 and president from 
1893 to the present time. Ellis D. Robb has been cashier from 1893 to the 
present time. Its vice-presidents have been E. W. Eastman. J. M. Scott. 
Deville Hubbard. Thomas G. Alvord. Alice D. Hubbard. J. D. X'ewcomer. 

Although the bank had been a state bank from its organization, its articles 
were amended August 2. 1904. so as to include the word "State" in its title. 
August 4. 1908. the bank was reorganized as two banks, the Hardin County 
Xational Bank and the Hardin County Savings Bank. The national bank 
commenced to do business September 5. 1908. and the savings bank on the 
8th day of September. Its deposits were: March 6, 1869. $7,342.06; March 

I. 1870. $22.586.63 ; March 1. 1880. $62,102.60: March 1. 1890. Si 40. 136.09: 
March 1. 1900. $20-,So6.2^: March 1. 1910. $480,679.52. for the two banks. 
Xational and Savings. 

The City Bank of Eldora was organized in 1877 by C. Hardin &■ Sons, 
of Monmouth. Illinois. D. S. Hardin was its first manager and was suc- 
ceeded in 1878 by J. D. K. Smith, who remained w ith the bank as manager 
until its incorporation under the state banking laws in 1890. A. E. Arnold 
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was the first cashier of the City Bank until he was succeeded by C. E. Welch in 
1883. Mr. Welch remained with the City Bank from 1883 to 1890 and with 
the City State Bank until 1895. In 1896 the City Stare Bank was merged 
into the First National Bank, with J. H. Bales, president, I). E. Byam. vice- 
president, and W. J. Murray, cashier. Mr. Bales retired as president Janu- 
ary 1. 1908. and was succeeded by W. J. Murray, the present president, with 
\V. J. Moir. vice-president, and W. E. Rathbone. cashier. The capital of the 
First Xational Bank is fifty thousand dollars, with surplus and profits of fifty- 
five thousand dollars and deposits of four hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

In 1902 the Eldora Savings Bank was organized in conjunction with the 
F'irst Xational Bank. These two banks, the First Xational Bank 
and the Eldora Savings Bank, are owned and controlled by the stockholders 
of the First Xational Bank and are managed by the same officers. T he two 
allied institutions have a capital and surplus of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars and total deposits of five hundred and twenty-five thousand 
d<»ll;irs. 

The Citizens Saving- Bank of F'ldora was organized as a private bank 
February 1. 1902. with a paid-up capital of forty thousand dollars, with J. F. 
Hardin as proprietor and L. W. Harris as cashier. On July 1. 1906. it was 
incorporated with J. F. Hardin as president. I.. W. Harris, cashier. A. W. 
Mitterer, X. R. Van Avery. William Schwebke and George I'. Kier. It is 
now enjoying a good business and carries, in connection with its regular bank- 
ing business, a farm loan and abstract business of much importance. 

BANKING AT IOWA FALLS. 

Hie banking business at Iowa Falls, which has come to be one of great 
magnitude, both in general and savings bank business, had its origin in the 
little private banking house of L. E. Wisner, who began business in 1863. 
His interests later merged into the Commercial Bank, and that soon became 
the First National Bank of Iowa Falls. 

The Bank of Iowa Falls was organized August 3. 1874. with a nominal 
capital of fifty thousand dollars, one-half paid up at opening of the bank's 
doors It was organized under the general banking act and its first officers 
were: J. T. Buttolph. president; William Wilde, vice-president; F. W. 
Thaxton. cashier. This bank later developed into the State Xational Bank. 

The Commercial Bank of Iowa Falls was organized August 3, 1882, 
»ith an authorized capital of fifty thousand dollars. The original stockhold- 
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ers were L. F. Wisner. W illiam W ilde, E. S. Ellsworth. \Y. F. Beck, J. L. 
Hoag. L. O. Bliss. J. H. Carlston and Helen M. Xichols. The officers were, 
at first, J. H. Carlston. president ; W illiam Wilde, vice-president ; W. H. 
Woods, cashier. Its doors first opened for business, August 30, 1882, and in 
October of that year its statement showed bills receivable. $35,270; deposits, 
$20,518; due from other banks, $6,170; cash on hand, $3,886. 

The First National Bank was organized in August. 1884, and com- 
menced real business operations October 1. 1884. with a paid-in capital of 
fifty thousand dollars. Its officers were J. H. Carlton, president; L. F. 
Wisner, vice-president; W. H. Woods, cashier. These officers continued 
until the death of L. F. Wisner. when E. S. Ellsworth was elected vice-presi- 
dent in January, 1890. January 14. 1896. Mr. Ellsworth became president; 
J. H. Carlton, vice-president, and W. H. W r oods, cashier. Mr. Ellsworth 
died in February, 1907. and on March 1, 1907, W. H. Woods was elected to 
the position of president and C. H. Burlingame. cashier. The officers have 
remained the same to the present time: XV. H. Woods, president; J. H. 
Carlton, vice-president, and C. H. Burlingame. cashier. The capital in 1910 
was $50,000; surplus. $25,000; undivided profits, $29,000. 

The history of the State National Bank of Iowa Falls is as follows: In 
1863. L. F. Wisner started the first bank in Iowa Falls, organizing as a private 
bank and locating his office in a small wooden building on the lot now occu- 
pied by the W. R. C. hall. Mr. Wisner was the first president and J. O. Jor- 
dan the first cashier. Mr. Jordan was succeeded by Frank Hart and later by 
D. P. Griffith. Mr. Wisner soon moved his office to the lot where the Her- 
man clothing store is now located and his estate still owns the property. This 
building and its banking office was destroyed in the big fire of July 17, 1874, 
at which time the whole business section of Iowa Falls was burned. 

A few days after the fire a few Iowa Falls business men met in the law 
office of S. M. Weaver and organized the successor to the Wisner bank, 
naming it the Bank of Iowa Falls. The following old-time residents were its 
organizers: J. T. Buttolph, J. H. Carlton. L. F. Wisner. James S. Smith, 
William Wilde. Robert Wright. Mark Nutter, W. F. Beck and O. M. Cross. 
The capital stock was fifty thousand dollars and its first officers were J. T. 
Buttolph, president ; William Wilde and James S. Smith, vice-presidents; F. 
W. Thaxter, cashier. On August 26, 1875. H. C. Miller succeeded Mr. 
Thaxter as cashier. On July 3, 1894, the bank was reorganized under the 
state laws, naming the institution the State Bank of Iowa Falls, with the fol- 
lowing officers: H. C. Miller, president; T. W. Strother, vice-president; G. 
A. Courtney, cashier, who was succeeded in 190 1 by F. D. Peet. The State 
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National Bank was formed from its organization on November 22. 1894, 
with S. R. Cross, president: B. H. Thomas, vice-president: F. D. Feet, cashier, 
and these gentlemen now hold their respective positions. 

The bank has always been an active factor in all public enterprises and 
has enjoyed a permanent and healthy growth. 

The Security Savings Bank of Iowa Falls was established in 1906. Its 
officers are: W. H. Woods, president: William Welden. vice-president: C. 
H. Burlingame. cashier. Its capital is $25,000: surplus. $2,000: cash and 
exchange. $20,000: deposits. $75,000: loans. $82,000. It is in same banking 
building and operated in conjunction with the First National Bank. 

The Home Savings Bank of Iowa Falls was organized in 1893 ''>' K- - 
FJlsuorth and his associates, all citizens of Iowa Falls. Its first officers 
were: W. H. Woods, president; William Welden. vice-president, and F. F. 
Foster, cashier. The officers at this date ( igio) ate: W. S. Walker, presi- 
dent: H. L. Walker, vice-president: S. J. Osgood, cashier. The directors 
are . L. E. Jones. S. E. Huber. H. L. Walker. J. M. Rinehart. F. B. Hay. \V. 
S. Walker and S. G. Osgood The last statement issued shows the standing 
to l>e: Total of resources and liabilities, $152,872; of these, there were loans 
and discounts, $128,443: cash and exchange. $20,139. The capital stock is 
$;>5.ooo; undivided profits. $1,604; deposits. $1 16.267. 

A C K LEY BAN Kl N G . 

In 1868 W. W. Cameran. the station agent at Ackley for the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company, used to furnish currency to the grain buyers for 
their drafts on grain shipments and sell his checks on Chicago to the mer- 
chants and others. About 1870 this developed into a banking business, the 
Iwust of Werst & Cameran. Soon after followed the John Rath Exchange 
Bank and the Bank of Ackley ( Lusch. Carton & Co.), which later developed 
into the First National Bank and the Ackley Savings Bank. 

John Rath came to Ackley in August, 1865 (before the railroads entered 
that point, the Illinois Central being built to that town in November of that 
year), and has lived there continuously since. 

Mr. Rath was first engaged by M. Burns at Ackley. who conducted a 
grain and lumber business, and continued with his employer until 1868. when 
he bought him out. This business Mr. Rath conducted alone until 1887. 
when he sold a half interest in the business to his brother. Andrew Rath, and 
the grain and luml>er business was then conducted under the firm name of 
John Rath & Rrother, and this firm continued in business until 1896. when 
Mr. Rath sold the balance of his holdings in the firm to his brother, Andrew. 
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On the 29th clay of April. 1 881 . John Rath launched the private bank at 
Ackley. known as the John Rath Exchange Bank, which has continued as 
such to the present time. The capital of the bank at the start was twenty-five 
thousand dollars, which was increased in January, 1884. to thirty-five thousand 
dollars, and again increased in January, 1910. to forty thousand dollars, and 
again increased to fifty thousand dollars in March, 1902, the present capital. 
In January, 1905, a surplus fund of ten thousand dollars was created, and 
the combined capital and surplus of the bank is now sixty thousand dollars. 
\V. A. Young was the efficient cashier of the bank from the time it commenced 
business until April 1, 1908. when he resigned his position. Mr. Rath's son, 
VV. T. S. Rath, who had been the assistant cashier of the bank for a number 
of years, then succeeded to the position of cashier and is the present cashier 
of the bank. This bank has always been conducted along very conservative 
lines and enjoys the confidence of the public. 

During all the years of its existence it has had a steady growth and has 
weathered all financial storms without any embarrassment either to itself or 
its patrons, and today ranks with strongest and foremost banks in this part 
of the state, its deposits now ranging between four hundred thousand and five 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The first business of the bank was conducted in a frame building ad- 
joining the present site of Hotel Ackley, and in 1882 the bank was moved 
into the Exchange Building (the quarters now occupied by the Ackley post- 
office ), w hich w as erected that year and occupied by the bank up to 1905. 

In 1904 Mr. Rath purchased the Iliggins block, which was located on the 
best corner of the Main street of Ackley, and had the old brick building taken 
down, and then had a beautiful two-story modern bank building with office 
rooms erected in its place which was fitted up with handsome fixtures, a fire- 
proof vault and an electrical burglar alarm system and modern conveniences, 
at a total cost of nearly twenty thousand dollars. This building has been 
occupied by the bank since February, 1905, and is one of the best bank proper- 
ties in this part of the state. 

The history of this bank shows that in 1881 John Rath was owner, with 
\V. A. Young, cashier. The present officers are: John Rath, owner; \V. T. 
S. Rath, cashier, and H. G. Kramer, assistant cashier. This bank in 19 10 
had a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars; surplus, ten thousand dollars. 
They occupy a handsome banking house on Main street, built in 1904. at a 
cost of twenty thousand dollars, including fixtures. 

Prior to the establishment of this bank, as the Rath banking house. 
Aaron Wolfe & Sons, of Parkersburg, Iowa, conducted a bank until May, 
1 88 t . when they sold to Mr. Rath. 
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The Ackley Savings Rank was established in 1908, and its officers are J. 
C. Lusch. president; S. S. Trainer, vice-president; S. Y. Eggert. cashier. 
The capital is ten thousand dollars. 

The First National Bank of Ackley. al>ove mentioned, was formed in 
1870. It now has a capital of fifty thousand dollars, and its officers are: 
John C. Lusch. president, and S. Y. Eggert. cashier. 

BANKING AT STEAM BOAT ROCK. 

The community in which Steamboat Rock is situated has had the ad- 
vantages of the following banking interests: In 1874 there were the private 
hanks of I). R. Cartwright and the Farmers Exchange Bank. 

The Farmers Exchange Bank of Steamboat Rock was organized in 1872 
with a capital of fifteen thousand dollars by the following named stockhold- 
ers: A. A. Noyes. D. \Y. Turner. P. K. Hayden. J. II. H. Frisbie. and the first 
president was A. A. Xoyes and the cashier was J. II. II. Frisbie. followed by 
R II. Waite and he by F. W. Skerry, who was followed by Hugo Koch. By 
1 88 j the bank had a paid-up capital of twenty-two thousand dollars and was 
organized under the general banking laws of Iowa. The 1910 officers are: 
I). \V. Turner, president: II. II. Turner, cashier. In 1891 a bank building 
was erected. The bank has twice l>een attempted at robbery, but the burglars 
were not successful in either attempt. The 1910 individual responsibility of 
thi> hank is one hundred thousand dollars. 

In 1 874 0. B. Cartwright & Company started a bank under the name of 
t'itwn^ Rank, with a capital of seven thousand dollars. D. B. Cartwright 
was president and U. II. Waite. cashier. Later Mr. Waite was succeeded by 
Wellington Cartwright. who. in turn, was followed by FVank Snook and he 
In J. C. Root. Mr. Cartwright died in 1880 and the business of the bank 
was closed up. 

THi: BANK AT A I. DEN . 

\ hank was established at Alden. in April. 1873. by Benjamin Birdsall. 
C M. Xagle and T. J. Birdsall. January 1. 1875. Mr. Xagle retired from the 
firm, which was then continued under the name of Benjamin Birdsall & Son. 
under which title the bank is still continued. When established, the capital 
was twenty-five thousand dollars, which is also its present capital. It is still 
conducted by T. J. Rirdsall and his son. J. X Birdsall. The building, which 
was erected especially for banking purposes, is a very handsome one. The 
Rirdsalls have always been careful and safe bankers. This is the only bank 
'hat the thriving town of Alden has ever had. 



Digitized by Google 



2o8 



HARDIN COL'NTY. IOWA. 



The Providence State Bank was organized August 8, 1906. at Xew 
Providence, taking over the business of the Bank of Xew Providence. The 
stock was nearly all taken by the farmers of the surrounding community. Its 
first l)oard of directors was Henry C. Howard. George Elderding. I. X. Rud- 
dick. I. E. Seward. L. H. Broer. A. F. Styles and C. McKcen Duren. Its 
first officers were: C. McKeen Duren. president; George Elderding. vice-presi- 
dent; James R. Howard, cashier. At this date ( December, 1910), the officers 
and directors are the same, with the exception of J. S. Beach in place of A. F. 
Styles, and Harry C. Marks, who has been cashier since February. 1909. The 
present bank building was erected in 1906. The last official statement of this 
bank shows the resources and liabilities to be $100,916: the capital is $25,000: 
surplus. $4,395. and the deposits in Xovember. 1910, amounted to over 
$7 1 ,000. 

I'NION BANKING INTERESTS. 

Tiie Citizens Bank of I'nion. Iowa, was organized in 1883 by O. B. 
Chapin. D. B. Miller, Alexander English. T. X. Hause. J. A. Boyer. J. \V. 
Lawrence. A. F. Woods and W illiam Vinton. The original officers were: O. 
B. Chapin. president; A. F. Wood, vice-president: W. H. Rodwell. cashier. 
A bank building was erected in 1876. This bank succeeded to the banking 
house of S. K. Benson & Company, who failed in the winter of 1882-83. 

The Citizens Bank is one of the strong concerns of Hardin county. A 
partnership was formed with twelve thousand dollars paid-up capital and later 
it was increased to twenty-five thousand dollars, while the individual responsi- 
bility of the stockholders is over five hundred thousand dollars. It has car- 
ried on a successful banking business ever since its organization. It has al- 
ways worked for the best interests of the communitv in which it is located 
and has the confidence of the people generally. l or a number of years (.). B. 
C hapin was its president, but he resigned in January. 1909. that his son. H. C. 
Chapin. might be advanced to the presidency. The present cashier. C. E. 
Lawrence, lias been with the bank since 1890 and has managed the affairs of 
the bank about six years. The deposits are large, considering the size <<i the 
town of I'nion. The present officers are: 1L C. Chapin. president; E. V 
Gregory. vice-pre-ident : C. E. Lawrence, cashier: C. ( ). Lawrence, assistant 
cashier. 

The I'nion Savings Bank, with a capital of twent\ thousand dollars, i- 
also a prosperous banking house of I'nion. It was established in October. 
1907. Its first officers were: A. P. Mason, president: ( ). F. Myers, vice- 
president: W. H. Re\ nolds. cashier. The bank was organized by the follow- 
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ing. who were directors and officers : A. P. Mason. A. L. Wood, H. H. Smith, 
F. Z. Whinery. H. H. Barnes. E. T. Gruwell. T. W. Purcell and G. D. Pat- 
terson. 

In 1908 a double business block was erected, in one section of which is 
kept the bank. The present standing of this concern, according to the state- 
ment sent out. is: Capital. $20,000: deposits. $52,000; loans. $50,000. 

The pioneer banking here was carried on by S. R. Benson & Company, 
soon succeeded by the Citizens Bank of Union. 

HL'BBARD BANKING. 

At the enterprismg town of Hubbard, the first attempt at banking was 
in 1880. when the Bank of Hubbard was established by J. Q. Hutton, of 
Belle Plain. He sold to E. G. Sweet and P. W. Thompson, all of Belle 
Plain. The capital was twenty-one thousand dollars, each putting in one- 
third. This change was made in 1881. and they continued to operate the 
bank until 1884. The officers of this private banking house were: S. S. 
Sweet, president: P. W. Thompson, vice-president, with E. G. Swem as 
cashier. 

In January. 1884. C. O. Byam. of Belle Plain, bought the interest held 
by P. YY. Thompson, and 1). V. Byam was given a position as bookkeeper in 
the bank. In March. 1888. C. O. Byam purchased the interest of S. S. Sweet 
and F.. G. Swem and continued the bank as a private concern, with (". O. 
Byam. president, and D. F. Byam. cashier, until the death of I). E. Byam. 
September 15. 1891. after which the business was continued by the estate 
and the cashier of the Bank of Hubbard, until June 13. i8o_\ when they 
consolidated with the Hubbard State Bank, and closed the old Bank of Hub- 
bard. 

The Hubbard State Bank was established May 7. [891. w ith a capital of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. The officers were J. H. Bales, president; J. H. 
V\ intermute. vice-president, and J. K. Milner. cashier. The directors were J. 
H. Rales. J. H. W'intermute. Kate A. Milner and T. W. Strother. 

On June 13. 1892. they consolidated with the Bank of Hubbard ( a pri- 
vate bank already named al>>\e). and increased the capital to fifty thousand 
'Nlars. I. H. Bales resigned as president. J. K. Milner resigned as cashier. 
a nd T. \V. Strother, having sold his stock, his office as director was declared 
vacant. J. K. Milner was then elected president. D. E. Byam. cashier and 
Erector. The officers at this time ( January 1, 191 1.) are: President. D. K. 
Byam; vice-president. C. E. Albrook : cashier. C. A. Byam; directors. I). E. 
R >am. Kittie Bvam. R. R. Swallum. E. D. Thompson and C. A. Albrook. 
(14) 
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The bank building was built in 1891, at a cost of three thousand five 
hundred dollars and. while not fully modern in its appointments, serves very 
well for a banking house. The bank has always stood high in the estimate of 
the community. The statement published on November 11. 1910, shows that 
they had resources and liabilities amounting to $221,329.40, of which the 
capital stock, $50,000; surplus. $10,000; deposits. $135,740, appeared as 
among the items of liability, while on the assets side of the account, $180,691 
was for bills receivable; sight exchange. $20,121, and realty. $11,570. 

GARDEN CITY BANKING. 

At Garden City, in Concord township, in the extreme southwestern por- 
tion of Hardin county, the banners Bank was established in the summer of 
1002 with a capital of eight thousand dollars. It is a private banking house, 
with A. X. Drake as president: R. B. Ballard, vice-president; A. R. Johnson, 
cashier, who served a year and was succeeded by the present cashier, O. E. 
Feedan. who came in March. 1903. 

This bank has been robbed twice, on December 16. 1903, and again on 
the night of December 1 and 2. 19 10. of which the local papers gave the fol- 
lowing, which is virtually \ouched for by the bank officers : 

"Just before Christmas. 1910. four men dynamited the Farmers' Bank, at 
Garden City, just before eleven o'clock, and secured one thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars in cash and made their escape. After being observed the robbers 
completed their work under a fusilade of shots and returned four or five 
shots to the citizens, and it is supposed one of the robbers was wounded. The 
loss to the bank was about two thousand five hundred dollars, which was 
covered by banker's insurance. After gaining entrance to the bank the rob- 
bers used nitro-glvcerine to open the safe. The strong l>ox was badly wrecked 
by the explosion, the noUe of which aroused several citizens. Before blowing 
up the safe the men cut the telephone wires leading into the town, in order to 
prevent an alarm being sent outside. 

"About 1903. when this bank was first opened, it was robbed of from 
five hundred to six hundred dollars by the blowing up of a safe. In neither 
case were the robbers caught." 

WH1TTKN BANKING. 



The Whitten Bank was organized September 15. 1905. with a capital of 
ten thousand dollars. Its president was W. C. Yenerich. and K. J. Venerich 
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was cashier, and they owned the bank building and lots upon which the build- 
ing stood. March 16. 1910. the Whitten Savings Bank was incorporated with 
a capital of fifteen thousand dollars. J. R. Meyers was elected president : T. 
Walton, vice-president, and Frank Lindeman. cashier. This organization 
purchased the bank building and lots of the Whitten Bank and took over their 
accumulated business, at which time the W hitten Bank discontinued busi- 
ness. This newly organized banking house is now doing a good business and 
has the confidence of the community in which Whitten is located. 

OWASA SAVINGS BANK. 

The banking business at Owasa was established by S. Dickerson in 1907, 
as a private concern, but was soon organized as a savings bank with about 
twenty fanner stockholders. It has a capital of ten thousand dollars. Its 
president is Christian Kroener; H. J. Gunn. vice-president; J. \Y. Van Orsdel, 
cashier. This bank does a general banking business. It occupies the small 
brick building erected in 1907 for banking purposes. 

BUCKEYE BANKING. 

The Rank of Buckeye was established December 27, 1901. with a capital 
of eight thousand dollars. It was founded by W. V. Shipley. H. P. Smith 
and H. J. Bruhns. July 15, 1903. Mr. Smith sold his interest to W. H. 
Woods and January 1, 1904. the capital was increased to ten thousand dollars 
and again in January, 1910, increased to fifteen thousand dollars. The 1910 
officers are W. V. Shipley, president; W. H. Woods, vice-president; H. J. 
Bruhns, cashier. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



PHYSICIANS OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

The physician is among the first to follow up the pioneer settlers in 
almost any section of the country. He is needed at the l>cdside of the weary 
and sick. It has always been this professional man who has soothed the fe- 
vered brow of the pioneer, his wife and children. Sometimes he has been re- 
paid and sometimes never. He has always gone forth in storm, in heat and 
cold, over roads almost impassable, to visit the sick of the community. He 
has had his friends, and his enemies have been legion. While enjoying 
health, the average person speaks lightly of the doctor and his bad tasting 
medicines, but when the face becomes fevered and hectic, when tossing upon a 
bed of sickness, when all in the world looks dreary and dark, then it is that the 
old family physician is called and comes a welcome guest indeed. He tides 
nature over, sets the sick man on his feet and induces the flow of pure blood 
once more through the veins. 

For the following facts concerning the medical profession in Hardin 
county the editor and publishers of this work are greatly indebted to that 
pioneer of doctors, the oldest living practitioner within the confines of the 
county today. Dr. John E. King, of Eldora, for what he has kindly furnished 
us for this chapter, the same having been compiled by him. with no little sac- 
rifice and real labor of travel and study and research upon his part. He gives 
this for the benefit of the profession and the general reader of Hardin county 
history. 

The physicians will be taken up by locations in which they have practiced, 
or are practicing today : 

THE PHYSICIANS OF ELDORA. 

The first doctor of Hardin county was Dr. R. S. Parker, who came in 
the spring of 185 1. locating in Eldora. Subsequently, he removed to Oregon, 
in which territory he died. He was not a regularly educated physician, but 
had read medicine in the office of his father, also a physician. He moved first 
to one Western state or territory, and then another, finally dying in Oregon. 
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Then followed Drs. J. R. Lord, J. H. Cusack, O. F. Ball, Myron Under- 
wood, 0. G. Fisher, O. F. Hixson, A. P. McKinney, A. E. Smith, Nelson 
Donaldson, N. C. Morse, Henry Fritcher, F. J. Kallmartin, J. E. King, B. E. 
Dodson, B. E. Strickler and George L. Marshall. 

Doctor Lord came from Maine in 1855, had a large practice and died in 
1861. He graduated in Concord, New Hampshire. 

Among the most prominent physicians in the county was Dr. J. H. 
Cusack, a native of Ireland, born in 1820, and who received his education at 
Belfast. He was educated for a minister and understood the Latin and 
Hebrew languages and was proficient in Greek. He moved to Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, in 1852, and in 1855 settled in Eldora, where he gained a large, lucra- 
tive practice. He was treasurer of Hardin county, judge of this county two 
terms, and was a very generous man with the needy poor. He died while on 
a professional call at Oskaloosa, Iowa. Sunday, May 27, 1877. mourned by 
thousands who had learned to love and respect him for his noble traits. 

Dr. Myron Underwood, born in Ohio in 1833. was educated at Mount 
Morris. Illinois, attended Rush Medical College and located at Steamboat 
Rock in i860, removing to Eldora in July. i860. He had gained a good 
practice by 1862, when he enlisted in the Union cause and was acting surgeon 
of the Twelfth Iowa Infantry until discharged, in October, 1865. He served 
one term as state senator after his return from the army. He was counted the 
leading physician and surgeon of Hardin. Franklin and Grundy counties until 
his death, a few years since. 

Dr. John George came in 1855 and practiced until 1857. 

Dr. Oscar F. Ball came in 1856. practiced in several places and returned 
to Eldora. where he died. 

Dr. J. E. King located here in 1861 and has enjoyed a large practice and 
is now ( 191 1 ) the oldest practicing physician in Hardin county, and has the 
honor of being the fifth homeopathic physician in Iowa. On account of his 
age. he has ceased to ride 0/ answer far-away professional calls, being now 
eighty-six years of age. The story of his life as a pioneer doctor here would 
be an interesting volume of itself. 

Dr. 0. G. Fisher, an eclectic physician, came from Saratoga, New York, 
first locating at Steamboat Rock in 1855, coming to Eldora in 1864 and later 
moved to Sioux City, Iowa. 

Dr. A. P. McKinley came to Eldora in 1863. leaving the town in 1866. 

Dr. A. E. Smith came in 1863, later removed to Hampton. Iowa. 

Dr. F. J. Kallmartin came here in 1881. and returned to Indiana in 1883 

Dr. N. C. Morse came in 1880, and has enjoyed a large practice. He 
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now owns and conducts the Emergency Hospital, at Eldora. He has many 
important surgical cases. He is a native of Covington. Kentucky, born in 
1850. In 1 88 1 -8 j he was elected president of the Iowa Central Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Henry Fritcher came here in 1877, remained about one year and re- 
turned to Chicago, where he took up his practice. 

Dr. B. E. Dodson. from central Illinois, came to Eldora in 1875 and later 
returned to Illinois. 

Dr. B. E. Strickler studied under Dr. Underwood, attended Rush Medi- 
cal College, graduated in 1876 and left here a year later for Red Oak, Iowa. 

Dr. George L. Marshall came in 1878. practiced a dozen years or more 
and returned to Chicago. 

Dr. Israel Snyder came in 1880. secured a good practice in chronic dis- 
eases. He was a financial success and died many years since. 

Dr. F. D. Boody came to Eldora in 19 10 and still practices here. 

Dr. William E. Marsh located here in 1893. and is now totally blind, yet 
has quite an extensive practice. 

Among others who have practiced here a longer or shorter time and 
removed to other sections may he recalled Drs. A. B. Ruff, Rickey, Robert 
Putnam, C. H. Hixson, Nelson Donaldson and Dr. Buck. 

Dr. C. C. Gethman came here in 1893 and still has a large practice. 

Dr. D. O. King came to the Eldora practice in 1909 and still practices 

here. 

Dr. W. E. Whitney came in 1896. has an extensive medical practice: he 
is surgeon to the State Industrial School for Boys, at Eldora. 

Dr. X. H. Young came here in 1886 and devotes his practice to chronic 
complaints. 

Dr. O. E. Ceneman came to Eldora in 1899. anf ' nas a hrge practice, 
riding day and night. 

Dr. E. H. Jones came here in 1904. and has a well-equipped office and a 
fine general practice. 

IOWA FALLS PHYSICIANS. 

The following are the names and dates of coming to Iowa Falls of all of 
the physicians that can now be recalled by the writer: Dr. J. I\ Simonds. 
1853: Dr. J. H. Foster. 1855: Dr. J. L. Evans. 1874: Dr. \V. M. Morton. 
1 88 1 ; Dr. M. W. Hill. 1882: Dr. T. M. Camack. 1883: Dr. Depew. 1863: Dr. 
W. O. Beam. 1887: Dr. J. W. Angell, 1889: Dr. Otto A. Pagleson. 1000; Dr. 
J. H. Jackson. 1891 ; Dr. Ed. William Burke. 1894 : Dr. Mary Helen Parsons. 
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1901 ; Dr. Bessie J. Garver, 1899; Dr. Edward Bywather, 1903; Dr. J. W. 
Eberhart, 1897; Dr. Nelson Merril, 1896; Dr. James Wilson Williams, 1895; 
Dr. O. F. Grange, 1894; Dr. Frank H. Gaffey, 1907; Dr. L. B. Martin; Dr. 
P. H. Stoops. 1887; Dr. T. A. Bryson, 1891 ; Dr. B. E. Shattock, 1884. 

Other Iowa Falls physicians who have been in practice here at one date 
or another are these : Dr. J. A. N. Burgess, Dr. B. E. Purcell, Dr. D. A. 
Davis. Dr. Hart, Dr. Eaton, Dr. J. F. George, Dr. James, Dr. C. H. Guilbor. 
Dr. L. Pattee, Dr. Felt, Dr. M. L. Harvey and possibly a few others. 

Dr. J. F. Simonds, of 1853, was the first to locate in Iowa Falls; re- 
moved to Little Rock, Arkansas. The second to locate in Iowa Falls was Dr. 
J. H. Foster, who was successful professionally and financially. He died in 
that city a few years since. 

The present physicians at Iowa Falls are: Drs. W. M. Morton, Lewis 
B. Morton, B. J. Garver, O. A. Pagleson, J. A. N. Burgess, F. J. Evans, R. 
E. Purcell and Dr. Gaffey. 

Perhaps one of the best known of the early-day physicians was Dr. J. H. 
Foster, born in North Carolina in 1826, of a family of Friends. He went to 
Indiana when about of age, and when the gold excitiment in California was at 
its height he joined the rush to the Pacific coast, returning in 1853 to Indiana. 
Early in life he took to the study of medicine, atended Rush Medical College. 
Chicago, and located in Iowa Falls in 1855. He built up on excellent prac- 
tice and managed to accumulate much property. At his death he left one 
son. Frank Foster, now well known and identified with the best interests of 
Iowa Falls. 

PHYSICIANS OF AI-DEN. 

Up to the early eighties Alden had been represented in the medical frater- 
nity by the following doctors: Drs. Crawford. J. F. George, B. E. Dodson, 
Benjamin F. Strickler, F. P. Frisbie and probably a few others. Dr. J. A. 
Ladd came from Clinton county, Iowa, in 1864, remained about one year and 
removed to Iowa Falls. 

Dr. J. U. David came to Alden in 1884. He enlisted in the Union army 
in 1862, serving until 1865, when he was in the hospital service. He grad- 
uated at Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1869 and is now the second old- 
est practicing physician in Hardin county. 

Dr. Jonathan Johnson came to Alden in 1905 and is still practicing suc- 
cessfully. 

^ Dr. F. P. Frisbee came to Alden in 1880 ami died there to 1-905. He 

had a large practice and was very well known and like*! for his superiority in 
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medicine in northwest Hardin county, as well as the adjoining section of 
country in Hamilton and W right and Franklin. 

Among the pioneer doctors was Dr. John Craw ford, w ho came in 1 85 1 , 
and was the first physician to practice medicine there. This was an even half 
century ago. when all was new and wild and when there were hut few settlers 
in Hardin county. 

Dr. Ladd came in 1864; Dr. George located there in i$6o; Dr. Strickler 
in 1877; Dr. Dodson in 1865; Dr. Walbridge came in 1894; Dr. \V. H. Lewis 
came in 180,5, and was coroner of Hardin county; he now f resides, if living, in 
Colorado; Dr. W. H. Davis came in 1895. Others are Drs. W. B. Carpenter. 
Silas Card and J. A. Munix. 

The present physicians at Alden are Drs. Frank Siedenhurg. J. U. David 
and Jonathan Johnson. 

NEW PROVIDENCE PHYSICIANS. 

Among the early-day physicians of Xew Providence were Dr. C. I. 
Cook. Dr. A. H. Lindley, Dr. Flias Jessup and Dr. Benhow. 

Dr. Jessup had a large practice and later moved to Oskaloosa. Iowa. 

Dr. Benhow, who also had a lucrative practice, later moved to Colorado. 

Dr. H. F. Cutler came in 1874. He served three years in the First Colo- 
rado Valley Infantry, from i86j to 1865. He had a large practice in and 
around Xew Providence, among the Friends and other settlers. He moved to 
Oklahoma, where he died several years ago. 

Dr. A. I. Hunt came to Xew Providence in 1881 and practiced a feu 
vears. 

Dr. B. \Y. Rinehart came in 1908 and remained a year. 

Dr. Daniel Leary came in 1892. remaining a few years. 

The physicians now in practice there are Dr. Curtis O. Maybee. who 
came there in 1888. and has a good practice and the confidence of the com- 
munity in which he lives: Dr. James Franklin Battin. of the homeopathic 
school of medicine, came there in 1897 and sold to Dr. Felt. 

POINT PLEASANT PHYSICIANS. 

Dr. Johnson came to this place in 1868 and died in 1877. 

Dr. Atwater located there in 1873 and later moved to Kansas where he 
died. He practiced at Point Pleasant about ten years. 

Dr. Thomas Cosgrove came in the seventies and had a large practice 
in that portion of the county. He removed to Hul.bard in 1880. 
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PHYSICIANS OF UNION. 

The first physician at Union to practice his profession was Dr. K. D. 
Whitacre. who moved there about 1870. He was a good doctor and had a 
large practice. He later removed to Marshalltown. where he died. 

Other early physicians there may l>e recalled as: Dr. Tainter. in 1870- 
71; Dr. R. F. Sheffield, 1875: Dr. I. H. McDill. 1876; Dr. A. H. Pillsbury. 
in 1880; Dr. A. H. Pierson, 1886; Dr. Albert Pierson. 1890. Dr. Ed. Kauff- 
man, 1900. and still there in practice of his profession. Dr. Hunt came in 
1896. Today the physicians there are: Dr. Ed. Kauffman. Dr. Rothwell. 
who came in 19 10, and Dr. Hunt. 

ACKLEY PHYSICIANS. 

The first physician in Ackley was Dr. I. X. Grist, who came in the 
dimmer of 1865. remained ten years and moved to Waterloo, Iowa. 

Dr. James Seaton Kelso located here in 1867. having previously served 
111 the Second Wisconsin Cavalry as its surgeon in the Civil war. He was a 
'^underfill man in many ways, always obliging and ready to aid others. He 
gained a large practice in Ackley and surrounding country, practicing there 
until his death, several years ago. He was a native of I.isburn. Ireland, born 
ui i8jo. His father was a Presbyterian clergyman. He commenced the 
str.rly of medicine at the University of Glasgow in 1830. He located in La- 
fayette county. Wisconsin, in 1845, where he practiced until i860, after which 
!-e took a trip to California and there edited the Shasta Courier when Feland 
S Srmt'ord was running and elected governor. He was a student, scholar 
and ready writer on almost any subject. 

Other early physicians of Ackley were there: Dr. Faulkner. Dr. Turk. 
Dr. Vamlcr Hiivl. Dr. Feeustra, Dr. Potter. Dr. McDermott. Dr. Roberts 
™<\ f)r. Hiln and Dr. X. W. Hill. 

Dr. Potter was one of the most prominent of the early physicians. He 
tad for his held the northeast part of Hardin county and adjoining counties, 
specially Franklin and Grundy counties. He is now retired, having accumu- 
itcdau abundance for himself and family. 

Dr. X. W. Hill enjoyed a large practice and some years ago removed to 
* alifomia. 

Dr. Miller succeeded to the practice of Dr. Potter. 

Among the doctors in Ackley of late years are Drs. Symington, Ray- 
1 nd, Vroom. Hrvson. Jacobs. Turner. Hanson. Phelan. Harald. Thornton 
and Miller. 
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Of Dr. Symington, it may be added that he is among the prominent phy- 
sicians of Hardin county today. 

Dr. James William Thornton is a man of fine ability and education, being 
recognized as such and has a large share of the medical practice in his locality. 

RADCLIFFE PHYSICIANS. 

Among the more prominent in this profession in the vicinity of Rad- 
cliffe may be mentioned in this chapter : 

Dr. Pillsbury. who practiced and it is thought finally died in this town. 

Dr. J. T. Livingood removed to Hubbard, where he still practices. 

Dr. T. S. YYaud practiced here for a time and moved to Germania, Iowa. 

Dr. L. H. Frye removed to Kansas. 

Dr. J. A. W. Burgess now practices at Iowa Falls. 

Dr. E. C. Bliss practiced here and moved to Grinnell, Iowa. 

Dr. N. O. Dallager practiced here some years and removed to some point 
unknown to the writer. 

Dr. C. E. Hooper is now deceased. 

Dr. J. C. Bridgeman removed in 1909. after a five-year practice here, to 
Pocahontas county, Iowa. 

Dr. Hans Peterson practiced from 1903 to 1905 and removed to Wash- 
ington state, locating at Tacoma. 

Dr. Emmet was here in 1906 and moved to Story county, Ic» a. 

Dr. R. R. Gaard is still in practice at Radcliffe. 

Dr. G. A. Slalford is still in practice here. 

STEAMBOAT ROCK PHYSICIANS. 

The following is supposed to be correct list of the many prominent phy- 
sicians who have from time to time practiced at Steamboat Rock: 

Dr. O. G. Fisher, the first one here, came in 1855, and removed in 1858. 
Dr. Foster came in 1857. removed in 1859. 

Dr. A. E. Wright came in i8fx), removed to Buena Vista county in 1863 
and died in 1906. 

Dr. Orin Peabodv came in 1857, removed in 1859. 

Dr. Dyer came in i860 and removed in 1862. 

Dr. Smith came in 1862 and remained two years. 

Dr. W. C. Tracy came in 1808 and in 1872 removed to Pennsylvania. 

Dr. A. A. Campbell came in 1866; died in Steamboat Rock in 1879. 
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Dr. E. Clark came in 1873. remained until 1883. 
Dr. Baker came in 1873 an( l remained until 1877. 
Dr. E. H. King came in 1874 and remained until 1878. 
Dr. Winthrop came in 1875 and remained one year. 
Dr. A. L. Low came in 1878, remaining two years. 
Dr. Roberts came in 1879. remained one year. 

Dr. M. C. Caldwell came in 1879. removed in 1881 to Nebraska and died 
in 1886. 

Dr. J. VV. Caldwell came in 1880 and is still in practice. 
Dr. Wood came in 1882 and remained two years. 

Dr. William Whitney came in 1894 and the same year moved to Eldora. 
Dr. J. Willard Caldwell came in 190 1 and is still practicing in Steamboat 
Rock. 

Dr. George Porter came in 1896. removed in 1898 to another section of 
this state. 

Dr. Boone came in 1904 and left the same year. 

Dr. Myron Underwood came to this place in i860 and moved to Eldora 
in 1 86 1 . practiced many years and died there. 

Dr. E. A. Cogswell came to Steamboat Rock in 1892. 

HUBBARD PHYSICIANS. 

When the town of Hubbard was started in 1880, Dr. Philip Slack came 
there and practiced medicine until 1891. 

Dr. Kalmartin came to the town in 1880 and remained only one year. 

Dr. A. J. Hunter came in 1882. remaining until 1891. 

Dr. Thomas Cosgrove located there in 1888 and still practices there. 

Dr. T. J. Livingood settled in Hubbard in 1891 and is still in the medical 
practice there, doing well. 

Dr. Lawrence came in 1893. remaining two years. 

Dr. J. T. R. Brubaker same in 1894 and still practices in the town. 

Dr. C. U. Mcintosh came in 1890. 

Dr. E. L. Rabe came to Hubbard in 1898 and in 19 10 removed to Ackley. 
Dr. Joseph Emey Reed also settled in the practice there in 19 10. 

WHITTEN PHYSICIANS. 

At the town of Whitten the following physicians have practiced medi- 
cine: Dr. \V. X. Porter, who came in 1881 ; Dr. \V. S. Brown, in 1882; Dr. 
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X. E. Springhall. 1883; Dr. O. I. Furst, 1886; Dr. Salmon Burdette Saver, 
1891 : Dr. Charles Austin Willett, 1902; Dr. H. C. Willett. 1894; Dr. Butler 
came in 1893. and lias a large practice, he now being the only doctor in the 
town. Dr. C W. Vroom located here in 1908, had a good practice, but was 
taken ill and died in January, 191 1. 

LAWN HILL PHYSICIANS. 

Among the physicians here may be recalled Dr. C. I. Cook, who prac- 
ticed for a time and removed. 

BUCKEYE PHYSICIANS. 

In the new town of Buckeye, in Buckeye township, the only resident 
physician is Dr. C. S. Trimble, who is having a successful practice. 

GARDEN CITY PHYSICIANS. 

At Garden City, the new town on the Short Line railway in Concord 
township, the only doctor ever locating there was Dr. Claude I. Dickey, who 
removed after a few years. The town had no physician in January. 191 1. 

PRESENT-DAY PHYSICIANS. 

The subjoined is supposed to be a complete list of the practicing physi- 
cians in Hardin county, in January, 191 1 : 



Dr. J. W. David, Alden. 

Dr. Jonathan Johnson. Alden. 

Dr. Frank Siedenburg. Alden. 

Dr. Miller, Ackley. 

Dr. Symington. Ackley. 

Dr. F. M. Breninian, Ackley. 

Dr. Thornton. Ackley. 

Dr. F. L. Rabe. Ackley. 

Dr. C. S. Trimble, Buckeye. 

Dr. J. E. King. Eldora. 

Dr. K. C. Morse, Eldora. 

Dr. William E. Whitney, Eldora. 



Dr. E. J. Jones, Eldora. 

Dr. F. D. Boody, Eldora. 

Dr. W. H. Young, Eldora. 

Dr. C. C. Gethman, Eldora. 

Dr. D. O. King, Eldora. 

Dr. O. E. Ceneman, Eldora. 

Dr. W. E. Marsh, Eldora. 

Dr. J. E. Reed, Hubbard. 

Dr. J. T. Livingood, Hubbard. 

Dr. J. T. R. Brubaker, Hubbard. 

Dr. Thomas Cosgrove, Hubbard. 

Dr. Arthur J. Burgess, Iowa Falls. 
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Dr. F. J. Evans, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. F. K. GafTney. Iowa Falls. 
Dr. Mrs. Bessie J. Garver, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. Robert L. McClaren (Ost.). Iowa 
Falls. 

Dr. Otto Pagelson, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. Robert E. Purcell, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. YY. M. Morton, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. I^ewis B. Morton, Iowa Falls. 
Dr. F. A. Cogswell, Steamboat Rock. 
Dr. J. W. Caldwell, Steamboat Rock. 



Dr. J. Willard Caldwell, Steamboat 
Rock. 

Dr. Gaard. Radcliffe. 

Dr. Shephard. Radcliffe. 

Dr. Butler. Whitten. 

Dr. C. O. Mabee. Xew Providence. 

Dr. James Franklin Battin, New Provi- 
dence. 

Dr. Ed. Kauffman. Union. 
Dr. Bothwell. Union. 



MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES. 



Of course. Hardin county physicians have had their associations for the 
mutual lx-ncfit of the- fraternity here, as in most counties in Iowa. The first 
of such organizations was formed at Eldora in June. 1873. At the first meet- 
ing those present were Drs. J. II. Cusack, B. E. Dodson. M. Underwood. C. H. 
Cuibor. J. F. Simonds. E. Jessup, E. H. King. Steamboat Rock, Thomas Cos- 
Rrove. Dr. Cusack was elected president and F. H. King, secretary. After some 
discussion a constitution was adopted and signed. The organization was 
known as the Hardin County Medical Association. The board of censors was 
Drs. Myron Underwood, Jessup and Guibor. For the permanent organization 
Dr. Cusack was elected president; J. F. Simonds. vice-president: E. H. King, 
secretary; Thomas Cosgrove, assistant secretary. This organization was con- 
tinued until about 1878, then went down. 

Other attempts were made to sustain a society aiming at the same objects, 
but none succeeded until the present one that was organized in 1899. as fol- 

On May 15, 1899. a number of the physicians of Hardin county met at 
the court house in Eldora and organized the Hardin County Medical Society. 
The object of this society was two- fold : Protection and mutual helpfulness. 
All duly authorized physicians were to be admitted, regulars, eclectic and hom- 
eopathic doctors. The officers elected were : President. Dr. Symington ; vice- 
president, Dr. K. C. Morse ; secretary, William E. Whitney : trustees, Drs. J. E. 
King A. P. Buck and H. C. Willett. It was decided to admit any regular 
graduates of the three schools of medicine named above. The meetings shall 
be held semi-annually, the first Monday in June and December, but the busi- 
ness meetings are now held in January each year, instead of December. Inter- 
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esting papers are read at the meetings, which are held at different points within 
Hardin county. At each meeting some noted specialist is secured to lecture to 
the society, which makes the meetings both interesting and practical to all 
who see fit to attend. The January meeting is always held at Rldora and the 
others wherever it may be voted to be held. In this way serious cases and 
obscure ones can be presented by the local physicians for diagnosis and sug- 
gestive treatment. Nearly all the physicians of this county are members. The 
meeting at Eldora in January. 191 1, elected the following officers for the 
present year: President. C. C. (iethman; vice-president. J. E. King; secretary, 
U. E. Marsh; treasurer. James'Thornton. The society is at this date in a 
prosperous and fraternal condition. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

NEWSPAPERS OF HARDIN COUNTY. 

The pulpit and the press have long been the greatest powers in true civili- 
zation and religious advancement, especially in this country, where the right of 
free sjKfech has never been denied. The faithful minister, in his regular pulpit, 
preaches to a few hundred persons in a mixed congregation, while the weekly 
and daily newspaper reaches out over the entire state or nation and sends 
forth its messages of news and its editorial opinions, which have 
had much to do in the last century with the shaping of the destiny of the ship 
of state. The power of the newspaper for good or evil today is almost un- 
limited. The local press comes in at the very base for its share of work in the 
uplift of the masses. The news and public opinion must of necessity start near 
the fireside and the county seat of the counties in each slate of this great 
nation. One by one these items of intelligence are written and placed in type 
and then rushed forward to the modern printing press, from which it is issued 
t-> an earnest, eager patronage. From the local papers it is copied and com- 
mented upon in the greater dailies in the country. The citizens of every 
American community take a juM pride in having good newspapers, which now 
are purchased at a mere nominal sum. the advertising paying the most of the 
large expense of producing the same. Iowa now has far more than a thousand 
papers, secular and class publications. Hardin county has always had her 
mil tjiiota of readable, interesting and valuable newspapers. Some of these 
liau- been U-tter and some worse than those in other counties, but our people 
iiave alwa\s lil>erally subscribed for and read the newspapers, hence are an 
intelligent set of citizens. 

FIRST PAPER IN THE COUNTY. 

The first attempt at publishing a newspaper in the county of Hardin was 
in 1850. when the people of Eldora bethought themselves to secure some com- 
petent man of the newspajwr craft to publish a weekly paper in their midst. 
Early in 1856 they bought material and. by advertising, secured what was 
thought to be the right man to wield the pen. 

The man selected was O. M. Holcomb. to whom the ow ners leased the 
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material and he soon issued the first number of the Hardin County Sentinel, a 
seven-column folio. The first paper was pulled from the press — an old-fash- 
ioned hand-press — March 22, 1856. This was the first newspaper venture in 
Hardin county, now so well supplied with papers. The name of J. D. Thomp- 
son appeared as editor, who, in this first number of the Sentinel, had a long an- 
nouncement in which the following was one of the many pointed paragraphs: 
"Today we present to the public the first number of the Hardin County Senti- 
nel, a paper devoted to the true interests of the county and the public generally 
— free from all issues, whether political, sectarian or sectional; but truly in- 
dependent. From the rapid increase of the population of our county, its ad- 
vancement in wealth and importance, its central position, its many natural and 
local advantages, and the accumulating items of interest and importance to all, 
we have considered ourselves justified in attempting the publication of a weekly 
newspaper, hoping from our knowledge of the enlarged and enlightened views 
of the inhabitants, a generous support and hearty co-operation in our endea- 
vors to be of service to the public." 

Again he remarked editorially in the first issue : "A few hundred paying 
subscribers will sustain the paper and enable us to go on in hope — otherwise, 
the undertaking must fail, the paper die. and become a reproach upon the 
public spirit and intelligence of our citizens. The future alone will determine." 

Of Mr. Holcomb. the first publisher of the Sentinel, but little can now be 
learned. He was a printer by trade, a man of some ability. After disposing 
of his interest in this pioneer paper, he spent considerable time in prospecting 
for gold in Hardin county, and then drifted off to the southern part of the 
state. The last heard of him he was employed in one of the newspapers of 
Washington, W ashington county. Iowa. He was succeeded here by James 
Speers and Speers also became editor in place of Thompson, in about 1857. 
After about one year, Speers sold a half interest to John D. Hunter, who soon 
purchased the other half. Before Speers* day the paper had been independent 
in policy, but when he took hold it was turned into a Republican sheet of no 
uncertain ring. Hunter (a better journalist never graced an Iowa office) run 
the paper five years, until 1863, when he sold to Marcus C. Woodruff and 
Hunter purchased the Hamilton Freeman, at Webster City, the first paper 
established in northwestern Iowa, by Charles Aldrich, who became well known 
as the faithful curator of the State Historical Society and Aldrich Collection 
at Des Moines and founded the present magnificent Hall of History, now con- 
nected with the state library. 

Mr. Woodruff continued the publication of the Sentinel until November, 
1865. when he said editorially: "This week will be the last issue of the 
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Hardin County Sentinel at Eldora. Next week we move our concern to Iowa 
Falls, and as soon as we can establish order out of chaos attending removal, 
we shall move on again with renewed vigor and energy. A due regard to the 
opinions and interests of our readers, and the people in general, prompts us to 
give our reasons for this change of locality. Possessing a weakness common 
to all mankind, to wit, a disposition to acquire worldly things, especially green- 
backs, and in the exercise of our best judgment, believing that there are 
stronger and more permanent inducements, and a better prospect for business 
and money-making at Iowa Falls than in Eldora, we have finally concluded to 
move." 

In removing the plant to Iowa Falls the name was changed to that of the 

IOWA FALLS SENTINEL. 

M. C. Woodruff continued to conduct the paper until 1869, when he sold 
to J. B. Matthews, and, in company with Charles Aldrich, purchased the 
Waterloo Courier, and later was connected with and edited the Dubuque 
Times. The Iowa Falls Sentinel was conducted ably by Mr. Matthews until 
April, 1871, when it passed into the hands of O. W. Garrison, who published 
it until 1874, when he surrendered, owing to other business affairs, to Weaver 
& Hampton, who conducted it until July 1, 1875, when Mr Garrison repur- 
chased the office and ran it until he sold to S. C. Piatt in 1893, and he edited 
the paper until about 1900. Under the Piatt management the paper was eight 
pages, each having seven columns, with patent insides and four pages home- 
print. S. B. Stonerook bought the paper from Mr. Piatt in July. 1901, and 
took possession of the same October 1st of that year. l ie changed the paper 
to a six-column quarto, all home print, printing from eight to twelve and even 
sixteen pages per week. The plant is located in the heart of the city, in a fine 
business block of its own and is published every Tuesday forenoon. It is a 
strong Republican organ. 

The Iowa Falls Register, a six-column quarto, was established in June, 
1882, by Hand & Kcnyon. and continued as such a firm three months. The 
paper then ceased for two weeks, when Hand sold his interest to Asa Countrv- 
man and its publication was resumed by Countryman & Kcnyon for a time 
and then ceased publication. 

The Hardin County Citizen is one of the old time, influential newspapers 
of Hardin county, having been established in about 18S1 and has had its share 
of changes in its ownership and management. Today it is owned and pub- 
lished bv Ira A. Nichols, who has been at the helm since about 1900. It prints 
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from twelve to sixteen pages of home print each weekly issue. It is a clean 
home paper, filling the field without fear or favor. It is one of the three official 
papers of the county. 

THE ELDORA LEDGER. 

Perhaps no newspaper in Iowa has had a more unique and interesting his- 
tory, in some ways, than the Ledger, which was made famous by one of its 
editors and proprietors, "Bob" McBride. It was to Iowa what "Brick" Pome- 
roy's paper was to Wisconsin. After the Sentinel had pulled up and relocated 
in Iowa Falls steps were immediately taken to establish another paper at 
Eldora. Mr. Woodruff left because he had lost faith in the town ever (in his 
day) getting railroad communication, and now it must be shown by a home 
paper that faith still abided in the minds of Eldorites, that it was yet to be a 
railway center, which finally came to pass, and that before many years. 
Material was purchased by the prominent citizens and they selected Robert 
Hilton McBride, then a lawyer, land agent and insurance man in partnership 
with H. L. Huff, attorney, of Eldora. 

The first number of the Ledger appeared Saturday, January 6, 1866, a 
seven-column folio, replete with crisp, well-written news paragraphs, fresh 
from the pen of a writer who had but few superiors in central Iowa. The 
first copy issuing from the press was sold to Judge Porter for two dollars and 
fifty cents; II. L. Huff took the second paper at one dollar and Hon. W. J- 
Moir the third paper at seventy-five cents. Mr. Pool had the next at thirty 
cents; Mr. Ripley the next at twenty-five cents and a Mr. Bucton the next at 
fifteen cents. 

McBride continued to conduct the paper for a period of over sixteen 
years, or until the spring of 1 88 j. He was a ready writer, fearless and not a 
little sarcastic and caustic, when he thought it necessary. He could compliment 
a person or set of men in the most graceful manner, and in the next column 
could lay on the stinging lash, cutting to the quick at every blow. It had come 
to be a very sensational journal and not infrequently was the editor mixed up 
in a peck of libel suits and trouble generally. It had a state, and almost na- 
tional, reputation during his fiercest, fiery years. It was twice enlarged and 
was one of the largest newspapers in low?.. McBride finally purchased all the 
stock in the original Ledger company. Soon after he took charge of the paper 
a bitter, long-drawn-out controversy took place between the citizens of Iowa 
Falls and Eldora. An effort was made for a railroad, resulting in the con- 
struction of the Iowa Central line. In 1870, Judge Porter prosecuted McBride 
for libel, asking damages amounting to seventy-five thousand dollars. The 
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case lasted a month and ex-Lieutenant Governor Enoch Eastman was the at- 
torney for McBride. It was the greatest newspaper libel case in Iowa at that 
date, and attracted country-wide attention, but in the end McBride was ac- 
quitted of the charges set up by Porter. McBride finally removed to Mitchell, 
South Dakota, and there engaged in journalism again, and again he was too 
fierce for the denizens of that city in the "Land of the Dakotas" and was vir- 
tually broken up in business, having suits of libel galore instituted against him. 

McBride was succeeded in Eldora by John C. McBride and W. S. Pres- 
ton, who enlarged and improved the paper materially. John C. McBride was 
a brother of the founder of the Ledger, a native of Pennsylvania, and was at 
the date of entering the Ledger office as one of its owners an attorney who had 
been admitted to practice in 1876. He, too. was a ready writer and a good 
newspaper man, as was also his partner, Mr. Preston, who also was a lawyer. 
McBride & Preston sold to John Dolph. who ran the paper four or five years, 
and was a representative to the General Assembly in Iowa. He sold the paper 
to J. C. Haworth & Sons, who were still owners in 1892. The next owner of 
the Ledger was W. A. K. Campbell, who only ran the paper about one year 
and sold to Charles and William H. Sheakley, who continued its publication 
between three and four years, when they sold to its present owner, Paul C. 
Woods, who came from North McGregor, Iowa, where Mr. Woods had been 
a workman on the Times. He bought the Eldora Ledger in May, 1904. and 
has made a creditable newspaper record of this, in some ways, the most 
famous of all Hardin county journals in the years long since gone by. 

The plant is well equipped with modern machinery, having placed in 
operation an improved typesetting machine in 1910. The job department has 
two good job presses and a fine power newspaper press. 

Mr. Woods is ably assisted by Grant Tyler, who is an assistant editor and 
has been well and always favorably known in the history of the press at Eldora 
for about twenty years, having been connected with the Ledger all this time, 
save a couple of years when connected with the Herald. He is also mayor of 
the city and an all-round up-to-date citizen. The Ledger is one of the three 
official papers of Hardin county. 

THE ELDORA HERALD. 

The Eldora Herald was established as the Reform Herald, in 1873, as 
an anti-monopoly paper, by a joint stock company, with William A. Greer as 
editor. It was founded on the principle, as stated by its first editor, that the 
Republican party had lived its allotted time and was no longer the party of 
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Lincoln and Seward and Greeley. It believed that a reform party was to come 
into power and that it should have the aid and support of men and papers, be- 
lieving, with its editor, that the time had come to insist on reform. 

The Herald as originally published was a neat eight-column folio and Mr. 
Greer continued as its editor until March, 1874. when the stockholders in the 
concern became^Iissatisficd and sold to Isaac L. Hart, who had been the editor 
of the Eldora Tribune at one time, and who also founded the Steamboat Rock 
Xe:es in July. 1S71. In the spring and summer of 1876 S. M. Weaver was 
associated with Mr. Hart on the Herald, after which Hart continued alone 
until April. 1879, when he sold the office to E. R. Zeller, of Winterset, Iowa, 
and James S. Ross, who had served as foreman for him some time. Hart 
the established the Star, at ripe Stone. Minnesota. After Hart run the 
Reform Herald about one year, its name was changed to the Eldora Herald, 
which name it still carries. In August, 1879, Mr. Zeller sold his interest to 
J. E. Duncan, when the firm w as known as Duncan & Ross. Mr. Ross becoming 
sole proprietor. It was a Democratic paper until sold to Zeller & Ross, since 
which it has been Republican in politics. Other changes in connection with 
the Eldora Herald are the following. 

J. S. Ross sold to Boylan & Woodward, and they made a change by which 
Boy lan sold to O. J. Smith, and later he sold the property to H. E. Moffet 
about March, 1909. and is still the owner and publisher. The Herald is still a 
Republican paper, though not of the radical type. The office is well equipped 
with the best of machinery, including a good job outfit. 

The Eldora Tribune commenced its publication in July. 1870. with James 
N. Miller as proprietor. It was an eight-column paper of the folio form, well 
printed and ably edited. After running a few months, for reasons best known 
to Mr. Miller he sold to Isaac Hart, who had been connected in an editorial 
way with the paper a short time. In July, 1871. Mr. Hart sold to Mr. Wallace, 
who conducted the same a year longer, when it was discontinued ; the press 
was sold to parties in Oskaloosa and the type and other material to parties 
in Cedar Rapids. 

UNION NEWSPAPERS. 

The town of Union has always been a varied newspaper point. The first 
paper started in the place was the Union Star, by Dr. J. Lewis, in March. 
1875. lie was a well known citizen and died some years later in one of the 
Southern states, of yellow fever. He only published the Star ten weeks and 
sold to R. L. Rowe, who succeeded in keeping it alive about nineteen weeks 
longer, when J. W. and R. Q. Wickham took the helm and ran it about three 
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months. K. O. Wickham then retired and his brother, T. W., succeeded in 
giving to the people a very creditable local journal for over four years. J. 
W. Wickham then sought employment in the mechanical department of the 
Des Moines Daily Leader. He sold his interest in the Star to J. Q. Adams, 
and he published it two years. He was an able writer, as was seen later, 
when he became telegraph editor of the Times-Republican, at Marshalltown, 
but from a financial standpoint the Star was not what might have been de- 
sired. Having failed in a business sense, and spent his substance on the 
Star, Mr. Adams retired to a farm in Providence township and there became, 
for a time, an honest tiller of the soil. He sold his interest in the Star to 
Walker & Wood, and on March 14, 1882, the firm became known as Walker 
& Whitney. Two impressions were pulled from the Star press by the new 
firm, when another change was made, the firm then becoming Whitney & Son. 
U. G. Whitney was at the head of the editorial columns four weeks. April 
22, 1882, the office was purchased by O. M. Smith. He, on the start, an- 
nounced, "We have come to Union to stay, and cast our fortune with her. 
We expect to share her fate, be it good or bad, and hope by untiring industry 
and persevering effort to make you a paper that will be worthy of your 
patronage." 

The Star was owned by various persons between the date of Mr. Smith 
surrendering the tripod and June, 1889, when A. P. Mason became its pub- 
lisher, the owners at that time being A. P. Mason and H. C. Chapin. Mr. 
Mason says the paper was virtually "dead" when he took it. He, however, 
brought it to real life again and continued until 1902, when he sold to Oren 
E. Smith, of Belle Plaine, and I. A. Nichols, of the Hardin County Citizen, 
of Iowa Falls, the firm being known as Nichols & Smith, with Mr. Smith in 
charge. In 1906 another change of ownership was effected by which O. W. 
Rowley and son, Lester H. Rowley, of Union, became publishers. In De- 
cember, 1909, Charles E. Sentman purchased the interest of the younger 
Rowley, the firm then becoming Star Printing Company. The present politics 
of the Star is progressive Republican. It has a circulation of one thousand 
and goes to most of the homes in southern Hardin county. The establish- 
ment is equipped with two cylinder and three job presses and type to match in 
large quantities. It stands for all that is good, true and loyal in the com- 
munity, and comes forth from the press well freighted with live local news 
matter. Its present owner was once connected with the Pilot at Steamboat 
Rock. It may l>e said that the Union Star of today is one of the best, clean- 
est papers published in Hardin county. 
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HUBBARD PAPERS. 

The Hubbard Xews was a pioneer of the sprightly town. It was in the 
early springtime of 1 88 1 when J. J. Parsons, among the first settlers in the 
town, purchased an office and on April 12th that year issued the first number 
of the Xctcs. It was a neat, six-column folio and sent out at one dollar per 
year. The paper was discontinued in August, 1882, not being a profitable 
investment to its owner and publisher. 

The Hubbani Times was established September 9, 1881. It was a seven- 
column folio and was founded -by Mark J. Kelly. He continued alone until 
July 1, 1882, when a half interest was purchased by Plinny Fry. During its 
first year of publication the Times obtained a paying circulation of six hun- 
dred subscribers. It was strongly Republican and of the uncompromising 
prohibition type. The paper then passed to the hands of Slack & Hayworth, 
who changed the name to the Monitor, which it still bears. George Mathis 
bought the plant and sold it later to John Schulze and he to \V. G. Manners 
and he sold to Clark Brown, the present owner, in 1910. He is of the Friends 
society and is their preacher. 

The really pioneer newspaper of Hubbard was known as the Otcl, was 
printed elsewhere and published at Hubbard for a few weeks only, along in 
1880. 

NEWSPAPERS OF ALDEN. 

The first newspaper in Alden was the Xeii'S, established in 1873 by Mr. 
Robertson, who ran it only a short time and sold to J. B. and J. O. Matthews, 
who continued it until 1878, when, not finding the support what it should 
have been in that section of Hardin county, they removed the plant to Earl- 
ville. Iowa. It was radically Republican in politics. 

On April 12, 1878, the Alden Times was established by A. McClara, 
who continued to operate for two years, when he sold to Birdsall & Jones, 
who made a very creditable local journal of the paper. It was also founded 
as a Republican paper and soon. enjoyed a six-hundred circulation. From 
the last named proprietors the paper was sold to Mark J. Furry and he ran 
it about one year. Then it was conducted by Furry & Rathbone. January 
1. 1885, Rathbone sold his share to Frank E. Furry, when the firm name was 
changed to Furry Bros. (F. E. and M. J. Furry), which continued until 
July, 1909. when it was dissolved by mutual consent, M. J. Furry retiring. 
The paper was then conducted by F. E. Furry alone until September, 19 10, 
when he sold to Winthrop B. Lyman and Leroy S. Furry, who are now con- 
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ducting the paper under the firm name of Lyman & Furry. It is a Republican 
paper and has a full equipment for all kinds of job, newspaper and com- 
mercial printing. 

STEAMBOAT ROCK PAPERS. 

In July, 1 87 1, Isaac L. Hart, who had been conducting the Eldora 
Tribune, commenced the publication of the Steamboat Rock News. For 
more than one year the paper flourished and its owner had high hopes, but 
on account of a difficulty growing out of the erection of a new school house 
in the town, he lost much patronage and. seeing his fate about to be sealed, 
he removed to La Porte City, Iowa. 

Later the Steamboat Rock Pilot was established and in September, 1906, 
at the age of eighteen years, the present editor of the Union Star took charge 
of the paper, which had become defunct. This was Charles E. Sentman, 
who was then the youngest editor in Iowa. He dug the rusty effects of the 
office from out of a back building in the alley, took it to the main street of 
the town and got busy at once. It is believed the paper was established in 
1904, when the plant was owned by F. \V. Eilers, and finally leased to Sid- 
ney McCourty, of Eldora. He starved out for lack of patronage and the 
material stood idle several months, when it was again set in operation by 
J. W. Robey & Son, of Des Moines. They lasted several months and then 
hit the trail, hot and weary of the place. When Mr. Sentman took hold, the 
wise ones of the community said. "Wonder how long that kid will last?" 
Well, he stuck to it faithfully for three years to show them (he says) that he 
was gritty and not because he was making money fast. He then discontinued 
the Pilot and moved to Union where he is still located. 

RADCLIFFE NEWSPAPERS. 

The only local newspaper established at Radcliffe is the Radcliffe Signal, 
founded in 1893 antl which, in 1894, passed into the hands of its present capa- 
ble, energetic owner, C. E. Myers, who came from Jewell Junction, where he 
had learned his trade as a printer under Lon Hardin, of the Jeicell Record. 
He came to the country without a dollar and worked at whatever his hands 
could find to do until he went into the above named printery and learned to 
stick type. Having an ambition to achieve success in life, he engaged in the 
publishing business, choosing Hubbard and Radcliffe both as points in which 
he was connected with newspapers. Being convinced that Radcliffe was the 
best point of the two. he permanently located there and has built up a first 
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class paper, well managed and fully equipped with typesetting machinery, 
several excellent presses, paper and jobbers, upon which he prints his Signal 
and does an extensive business in the job work line. The Signal is a neat 
six-column paper, charging only one dollar a year for its yearly subscription. 
It is now in its eighteenth year of publication. 

THE ACKLEY NEWSPAPERS. 

The history of newspaperdom in Acklcy is somewhat obscured owing to 
the fact that the earlv files have been removed from the countv, or, worse 
still, destroyed. However, it is believed that the following gives fairly cor- 
rectly the goings and comings of the numerous proprietors of papers in the 
town. 

The first paper to be founded in Ackley was the Guide in 1869. The 
business men of the new town purchased material, as was the early day man- 
ner of founding local newspapers, and put the plant in the hands of a gen- 
tleman named Yarram, who conducted the paper a few weeks and moved the 
office a short distance over into Franklin county, with a hope of securing 
some of the patronage from that county. Failing in this scheme, he moved 
back into Acklcy, Hardin county, and sold to a Mr. Lambert. The fact is Mr. 
Yarram was what paper men have come to know as "starters," men who 
work more for a bonus than for the real founding of a good local paper. 
When Lambert took hold the name was changed to the Acklcy Mirror, 
preferring to "reflect" rather than to "guide" the patrons. The Mirror was 
not a success, in a financial way or in an editorial sense. Mr. Lambert did 
not fully suit the people and sold to a Mr. Hacker in 1 87 1 . He conducted it 
about two years and sold to Caleb G. Bundy. and returned to Wisconsin, 
where he became private secretary to the governor. Bundy, whom the 
writer was once associated with, was an able writer, far al>ovc the average 
Iowa editor of his time, but was visionary and possessed a roving disposition, 
lie established many papers, being once at Webster City, on the Artjns, and 
in Amelia. Iowa, as well as holding a good position on the .S7. Paul Pioneer 
Press. He finally went insane, it is related, and died in Minnesota. He 
possessed talent, but was not balanced. As a financier, he preferred to owe 
rather than pay what he owed! He sold his Ackley paper to J. K. Kibblet, 
who had had much West Point army experience, and was a racy, witty, sar- 
castic writer, who changed the name of the paper to the .leklcy Independent. 
After a few months he sold to F. M. Barnard, who changed the name to 
Acklcy Hntcrprisc. Kibble t went to Webster City and started the Athcr- 
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Siscr, a Greenback organ. The Enterprise has had a checkered route to 
travel. Years ago it was on the verge of bankruptcy, then swung high 
among the papers of central Iowa, and saw prosperous days again. In 
August, 1882, it passed to the hands of Messrs. Garrison & Savage, who 
were the first "stayers" in the history of Ackley papers, the other men all 
being experimenters and exploiters, and all rather afraid of real hard work, 
so far as we now bring them to mind. Mr. Savage sold out in 1884 to a 
stock company, and "Bob" McBride, who just sold out at Eldora, became, 
for the time being (for personal reasons), its editor. The next change was 
when it was sold to Attorney Scales, of Ackley, who placed M. D. Ivy in 
charge. It was next sold to Judge John Porter and Tim Walker and re- 
moved to Eldora. 

The Democrats started what is known as the World during President 
Grover Cleveland's second administration. It was owned by W. J. Jacobs 
& Company, and they in turn sold to George S. Althouse, the present pro- 
prietor. It is a highly creditable newspaper of the modern type. 

The Ackley Tribune, founded by Mr. Bryson, was sold to M. M. Beach, 
and from him it passed to the hands of O. J. Smith, who changed the name 
to the Ackley Phonograph, and later sold to Mr. Purcell, who failed and the 
plant was sold to Mr. Althouse under mortgage sale, and he sold to A. J. 
Scales, who sold to Mrs. O. E. Winter, in 1904. She changed the name to 
the Inter-County Journal, as it stands today. It is in every way an up-to- 
date newspaper representing the news interests of Franklin and Hardin 
counties. 

OTHER NEWSPAPERS. 

A paper which had a history, but now almost entirely forgotten, was 
the 0;wsa Trade Journal, a neat eight-page folio, six by eight inches in 
size, established by O. D. Nichols, a groceryman. Volume I, number 1. bears 
date of March 9, 1894. It was set up in the store and printed on a small 
card jobber by Mr. Nichols himself. Mr. Ransome. of Owasa, probably has 
the only copy of the publication now in existence. It contained several local 
news items, the full market reports, an election notice, weather notes and 
other items, besides the business cards of all the men then doing business in 
town. It came without price to its readers. 

At Buckeye there was established the Saturday Times, which operated a 
^hort time, but went down a few years since, leaving the field unoccupied. 

At Whitten there was one newspaper adventure years ago. but it did 
not long survive, and really the writer of this chapter is unable to find any 
r 'Ue who can even give the name or who published by. 
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THE CITY OF ELDOR A. 



Eldora was named by Mrs. Lois Beal Edgington, wife of Col. Samuel 
R. Edgington and the mother of the first white child born on the town plat, 
his name being Melvin Edgington. Mrs. Edgington's diary gives this ac- 
count of naming the town: 

"W hen the commissioners, in July, 1853. came to mark out the ground 
for the new town we lived in a little cabin on the south side of what is 
known as the Gilchrist farm. The commissioners stopped with us, and after 
locating the town asked me to give the plat of ground a name. Not long 
lie fore we had lost a baby daughter, for whom I had selected the name of 
Eldora. It seemed to me a beautiful thought to give this new town in this 
new country, to which we had come with so many high hopes, the name 
made sacred t<> me by the loss, and so the town was christened Eldora and 
lutf ever seemed like part and parcel of my own family. Here has been my 
home ever since, here my children have been born, and here my husband. 
Col. S. R. Edgington. died, and here I hope, when the Lord shall call mc 
home. I shall find rest by his side in Eldora's beautiful cemetery." 

THE BFOINNIXO. 

Ill June. 1 853. John I locket t. of Marshall county, and a Mr. McPanick 
of Story county, were appointed by Judge Cassiday as commissioners to 
locate the seat of justice of Hardin county, and it was these gentlemen to 
whom Mrs. Edgington refers to in the above paragraph. The town was 
platted and surveyed by John Shepherd, county surveyor, in July. 1853. and 
on the J5U1 of the same month the first public sale of lots took place. The 
first lot offered for sale was the corner lot on which J. H. Smith later erected 
a fine brick block, where the postoftice later was located, on the northwest 
corner of the square. It was sold to George Atwater for twenty-two dollars 
and fifty cents. The second lot was sold to S. R. Edgington, and was on 
the southwest coiner. It brought the sum of forty dollars and twenty-five 
cents. The first frame building in town was the store building built for 
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F.dgington Brothers, it being completed in December, 1853. Jonathan Edg- 
ington lived in the second story of this building. The first building com- 
pleted and occupied in Eldora. however, was a hewed-log house built and 
finished in October, 1853, by Mr. Hulbert, who used it for dwelling and 
shop purposes. 

The first hotel in town was the Ellsworth House, by John Ellsworth, 
the proprietor being the pioneer inn-keeper in Hardin county as well. It 
was in the warm summer weather of the year 1853 tnat ne na d swung from 
his cabin home a sign bearing the inscription, "Entertainment for Man and 
Beast." 

/ This cabin hotel was situated about a mile south of present Eldora. At 
that time every man's cabin was a public house, and every honest traveler 
was duly welcomed and given the best in the house. No style was observed 
in these cabins ; the food on the table was placed there to be eaten and it was 
the guest's fault if he left the table hungry. There was no great variety, 
but it was generally of a wholesome character, and easily digestible to those 
living an outdoor life and who were possessed of a clear conscience. Hardin 
county now possessed a hotel and the poor settler began to congratulate him- 
self that it was no longer necessary for him to send his children out into the 
hay mow in order to give a traveling stranger the soft side of a puncheon 
floor on which to rest comfortably after a day's hard journey. This hotel 
was well patronized, as during the year there were a great many visiting the 
county in search of a location, and some to search for the gold supposed to 
be hidden along the Iowa river. 

But the town of Eldora, the county seat of Hardin county, was to be 
built and Mr. Ellsworth, fearing that, like Othello, his occupation would 
soon be gone if he remained in that locality, concluded he would erect a 
better house in the flourishing city that was to be. In the summer of 1854 
he erected a two-story frame building where the Ellsworth House later 
stood. In this Mr. Ellsworth was quite unfortunate, for scarcely had he 
occupied it than it was burned to the ground. This was the first fire in 
Eldora. 

Mr. Ellsworth sold the lot to D. F. Ellsworth, who rebuilt in 1855, 
opened a hotel under the name of the Eastern House. After several years 
he sold to W. A. Fuller, who continued until 1866, when it was bought by 
B. E. Deyeo, who was in charge four years and sold to S. G. Winchester, 
who owned the property many years. Mr. Winchester always leased the 
property to others to run. Nelson Gibbs, a later proprietor, changed its 
name to the Gibbs House, but after running it a short time he retired and D. 
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F. Ellsworth again leased it. This was in 1876 and he changed the name to 
the Ellsworth, which it retained until it was removed, not long since. 

Then came the Eldora Hotel, by pioneer John Ellsworth, who started 
up again in 1856, and there two years later Jonathan Edgington became 
landlord. \Y. A. Fuller changed the name to the Eldora City Hotel. 

The Commercial House was opened in 1875, by C. W. Tucker and S. 
R. Edgington, but soon fell to Edgington, who changed its name to the 
Edgington. This (main part) building was erected in 1857 by Edgington 
Brothers, and served as a store building for eighteen years. 

In 1892 the present Winchester House was erected by a stock company. 
It was considered a modern house at the time it was built, and has had a 
good custom, notwithstanding it has not always had the most popular of 
landlords. It is situated directly east from the public square and is a fine 
three-story brick structure, with many good rooms and a large, convenient 
office. Hon. W. J. Moir was one of the stockholders and was chosen su- 
perintendent of construction and was tendered a hundred dollars for his 
faithful services in looking after the building, but refused, saying, "No, the 
company can't afford to pay that sum, but as I have ruined a good suit of 
clothes, I will take fifty dollars and call it square." He inspected all the 
material and work from the first part to the very cap stones on the front bat- 
tlement of the building. 

In 1883 the following were the chief professional and business men in 
Eldora: George Staley, J. C. Moorman, E. F. Gaines, I. O. Narum, J. L. 
Ridgeway, A. C. Harris, B. D. Robb, John N. Furman, C. M. Lee, F. A. 
Norris, J. S. Hadley, Preston & Burling, L. N. Say re, F. Blum, Dr. G. H. 
Ritenour, James Bachman, Allen Meader and L. L. Scott. 

Probably the first photographer in Hardin county was W. A. Snodgrass. 
who located a gallery in Eldora in 1862, when photography was yet in its 
infancy. 

The first railroad to enter the town of Eldora was the plug from Ack- 
ley. built to this place in 1868 and now a part of the great Iowa Central 
system. 

Just before and at this period in the history of Eldora, it drew a trade 
from fifteen to twenty-five miles around. Goods had to l)e hauled from 
Ackley. People would load up their wagons with their poultry, butter, egg* 
and grain and come to town to do their trading. They unhitched their 
teams in the public square and would camp out nights, doing their own 
cooking, making a picturesque sight of an evening. 

After the railroad came and the machine shops were located here (later 



Digitized by GoogI 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 237 

secured by the Marshalltown people), the place took on a new lease of busi- 
ness activity. The fact that the county-seat question had been forever set- 
tled and a railway connected with the outside world, induced trade to come 
from far and near. Teams hauling grain would stand in line a half mile 
long, waiting their turn to unload at the warehouses. Those were really 
palmy days for Eldora. 

Then when Judge Porter projected and constructed the Iowa & 
Dakota railway line (now the Northwestern), the town took another grow- 
ing spell which has never slackened until the present decade, when more good 
buildings and better stocks of goods have been had than at any time before. 

The Wisner Opera House, a credit to the city, was erected by young 
Mr. Wisner in 1892 and is of up-to-date style in all ways. It stands on the 
northeast corner of the square and has underneath it an excellent depart- 
ment store owned by Mr. Haas. 

INCORPORATION HISTORY. 

Eldora became an incorporated town in 1869. The following is a com- 
plete list of mayors since that date: 1869, John Hall; 1870, Ellis Parker 
1872, Ellis Parker; 1875, Ellis Parker; 1876, Ellis Parker; 1877, Ellis Par 
ker, 1878, Ellis ParkerJ 1879, C. E. Albrook; 1880, C. E. Albrook; 1881 
A. M. Bowdle; 1882. J. S. Hartley; 1883, J. S. Hadley; 1884. J. S. Hadley 
1885, J. S. Hadley; 1886, G. W. Ward; 1887, G. \V. Ward; 1888. G. W 
Ward; 1889. Thomas G. Alvord; 1890, John Porter; 1891, John Porter 
192, C. E. Albrook; 1893, C. E. Albrook; 1894, W. J. Moir; 1895, W. T 
Moir; 1896, W. J. Moir; 1897. W. J. Moir; 1898, W. J. Moir; 1899, P. S 
Davis; 1900, P. S. Davis; 1902-04, Ellis D. Robb; 1904-06, G. E. Gilman ; 
1906-08, Grant Tyler; 1908-10, Grant Tyler ; 191 0-12. Grant Tyler. 

The first officers in the town of Eldora were : Mayor, John Hall ; DcRoy 
Ellsworth, recorder; J. H. Smith, Joseph Edgington and J. C. Moorman, 
trustees. 

The town was made an incorporated city of the second class in Febru- 
ary. 1896, under Mayor W. J. Moir's administration of the town. 

The treasurer's report for April, 1910, shows that the city had liabili- 
ties amounting to $11,045.26, as against property assets amounting to $80,- 
160. including the city park, water works plant, sewers and other city prop- 
erty. On April 1, 1910. the books show that the city had $10,645.84 of a 
balance on hand. 
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The total number of water mains laid amounts to 15,000 feet, while the 
city has 22,000 feet of sewerage, all leading to the Iowa river. 

The present city officers are: Mayor, Grant Tyler; clerk, L. J. Stout; 
treasurer, C. McKcen Duren ; solicitor, N. S. Carpenter; city engineer, S. B. 
Gardner; city marshal, T. W. Scurry; health officer, Dr. E. H. Jones; street 
commissioner, I. II. Merrick; president of the library board, Stephen 
Whited ; secretary, Mrs. James Nuckolls ; park commissioners, L. W. Har- 
ris, H. \V. Emery and J. B. Mather. The city council is as follows: Carl 
S. Newcomer, Hobart Follett, C. E. Greef, Lew F. Brown, Leo B. Marks 
and Stephen Sayer. 

The present superintendent of water works is H. G. Phillips, who has 
had charge of the works for fourteen years, to the entire satisfaction of all 
interested. 

THE CITY PARK. 

In 1892 the city bonded itself for the sum of one thousand and ten dol- 
lars for the purpose of purchasing a twenty-acre tract of rough, wild wood- 
land, just east from the county fair grounds on the banks of the Iowa river, 
for which they paid about fifty dollars per acre, and converted it into a park, 
on which some improvements have been placed each year, making it a beauty 
spot in summer time. They have provided rustic seats, a very good boat 
house on the river bank and with the fine native trees, rustic bridges, etc., 
the place is much sought out in warm weather by citizens and strangers. The 
last payment was made on this purchase in 1895, the bonds having drawn 
six per cent, interest. 

ELDORA WATER WORKS. 

The first real water works system in Eldora was established in 1883, 
when a well was dug on the site of the present water plant, and water was 
forced therefrom by means of a wind mill and it was stored within a wooden 
tank on a tower. For this the town of Eldora bonded itself for six thousand 
dollars and later added two thousand dollars more. 

This system served until 1890. when a two hundred-foot well was 
bored, having a six-inch bore; then a two hundred and fifty- foot well was 
provided with an eight-inch bore; still later well No. 3 was bored to a depth 
of three hundred feet, having a ten-inch bore, all three wells being within a 
radius of thirty feet and now furnishing ample water supply for the needs 
of the city. From these wells the water was forced by steam power. I" 
1908 new pumping machinery was installed and in 1909, when the third 
well was provided, additional machinery was bought. 
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It should here he stated that originally a private electric lighting plant 
stood where now stands the water works plant, and that company pumped 
the city water, hut the plant was destroyed by the terrible explosion of a 
steam l>oiler, May 18. 1893. when a feed store dealer, named A. E. Kier, 
was killed outright and a man named Templeman, the fireman, died from 
injuries within a few days. 

After this accident, the present water works and city hall building was 
erected. It has two steam boilers with a one hundred and twenty horse- 
power pump, pumping one hundred gallons per minute to the near-by stand- 
pipe, which is one hundred feet high and almost fourteen feet in diameter, 
having a capacity of one hundred thousand gallons of water. The esti- 
mated present value of these water works is thirty-five thousand dollars. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Eldora volunteer fire department, working under by-laws and con- 
stitution, was organized in 1885 and in 1901 not one of the original mem- 
bers was then on the rolls of the company. It was composed of a body of 
brave men from out almost every calling and vocation in life. Its platform 
and principles, other than those found in the constitution and by-laws, was 
to save life and property when the demon of fire threatened. 

The first official meeting of the organization was held in the 
little white building which stood on the lot later occupied by the Wisner 
block. At that meeting, held April 20, 1885, C. B. Davis acted as chairman 
and P. J. Martin served as secretary. E. H. Gardner was the first chief and 
was succeeded by E. E. Ellsworth, and he by Thomas \V. Scurry. 

From a little l>ooklet giving the record of this company down to 1901, 
written by Grant Tyler, we glean many of the facts herein contained, and it 
may be relied upon, as he was a member and a ready writer for the local 
press. He is now mayor of Eldora. which position he fills without fear or 
favor. 

It is a matter worthy of record here that possibly no other town in 
Wa the size of Eldora has a better five department and fire fighting appara- 
tus than is owned by this department. The hook and ladder wagon is largclv 
tl'e result of the loyalty and perseverance of the fire boys as a whole, the 
necessary iumU for the purchase of the same having been raised through 
lairs held at various limes and through individual effort in working up en- 
thusiasm. It is true that the city has helped the fire boys financially, but the 
'"itiathe has always been taken by individual sacrifice on the part of the 
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company themselves. That the department has an up-to-date outfit for 
battling w ith the fire fiend ought to be a matter of pride to all Eldora citi- 
zens. 

The present officers of this company are: Chief, T. W. Scurry; assist- 
ant chief, T. C. Meader: secretary, A. J. Phillips; treasurer, L. F. Brown. 

At present the fire company consists of forty-five members; have the 
use of two thousand three hundred feet of good hose; a hook and ladder 
wagon; two hose carts; thirty- four fire-plugs and a good system of water 
works behind their efforts. Since the works have been installed no fire has 
occurred to cause more than a thousand dollar loss. 

ELDORA POSTOFFICE. 

In many ways Eldora's postofficc history has been one of unusual in- 
terest to its citizens. At first the nearest postofficc was Mormon Ridge, in 
Marshall county, twenty miles from Eldora. though the greater number of 
people patronized the office located at Marietta, in Marshall county, this 
being long before Marshalltou n had sprung into existence. This was five 
miles farther than Mormon Ridge. In January, 1854. the po.stoffice depart- 
ment, at Washington, was influenced to establish an office at Eldora. the 
newly-located county seat town of Hardin county. John Ellsworth was 
appointed the first postmaster, receiving his appointment from President 
Franklin Pierce. The office was only established on condition that the gen- 
eral government should not be put to any expense of a mail route, until the 
population increased to such an extent that it would justify the expense. 
Edgington Brothers, who had just established a store a mile to the south of 
Eldora. agreed to cany the mail, what little there was of it. Mr. Ellsworth, 
who lived south of town, made the Edgington Brothers his deputies, and for 
some time they discharged the duties of postmaster. 

The first mail was carried from Marietta in a pocket handkerchief. In 
a short time the mail matter increased to such an extent that a flour sack- 
was used, and finally the government provided a regular mail pouch. The 
Eldoraites then felt puffed up and proud over their postofficc facilities! 

Mr. Ellsworth, a Democrat, subsequently resigned, and was succeeded 
by Alexander Smith, and he by D. F. Ellsworth ("Freeman"' Ellsworth), 
who kept hotel many years and was by profession a lawyer, the first ad- 
mitted in Hardin county. He was a leader in Democratic conventions and 
led the "forlorn hope" in county and state. Upon the incoming of President 
Lincoln in 1861, he was forced to step down and out of the postofficc. 
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John D. Hunter, later of the U'cbstcr City Freeman, and the first pro- 
prietor of the Hardin County Sentinel, followed Mr. Ellsworth as postmas- 
ter. Following him came \Y. C. Brown and then Clarence Burling, who 
gave way to Joseph Edgington. 

The following is a complete list of the regular appointed postmasters: 
John Ellsworth, 1854, Alexander Smith, D. E. Ellsworth, John D. Hunter. 
\V. C. Brown, Clarence Burling. Joseph Edgington, L. P. Bowes (under 
Cleveland), M. \V. Moir (under Harrison). Aaron Porter (under Cleve- 
land), A. C. Harris (under McKinley), C. O. Ryan (under Taft), \V. H. 
Sheakley, under Taft, and the present postmaster. 

The Eldora office became a money order station September 9, 1867. 
The first order was drawn by Rev. P. H. Crider, for the sum of ten dollars, 
in favor of G. H. Campbell, Lincoln, Illinois. During the first year the 
business of issuing orders amounted to seven hundred and ninety orders is- 
sued, of the value of $19,770.95. 

About 1902 it was made a second class office. The first rural delivery 
was started from this point August 15, 1898. There are now seven routes, 
averaging twenty-five miles. The postoffice has been in its present location 
since July 1, 1904, and just prior to that date was kept in the old Edgington 
building. There are now nine mails received and sent daily. The business 
of the office in 19 10 was about nine thousand dollars. 

THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY. 

The following good description of the library in Eldora was written by 
Stephen YVhited. in the autumn of 1901. for the Herald: 

This institution had its beginning in the month of November. 1878. 
The advisability of establishing a public binary had been discussed and a 
call was issued for a public meeting to be held at Ways Hall, in Eldora. X<>- 
vetnlxT 16, 1878. This call was signed by fifteen persons. At this meeting 
E. W. Eastman was selected to draft articles of incorporation for the gov- 
ernment of a public library. The meeting then adjourned till December 3. 
i#~8. At this meeting articles of incorporation were submitted and adopted 
and officers were selected as follows: President, E. \Y. Eastman; vice- 
president. Mrs. John Porter; secretary. S. C. Slayton ; treasurer. J. D. New- 
comer: librarian, Miss Jennie Odgcrs: trustees, Stephen W'hited. J. E. King 
and Mrs. Man- Patterson. 

Suffice it to say that for the succeeding twelve years the library was 
sustained bv voluntary contributions, by the sale of memberships, and by 
(16) 
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other means such as strawberry festivals, oyster suppers, etc. On May 7, 
1888, the building, books and all the belongings of the library were leased to 
the incorporated town of Eldora for ninety-nine years. ; On December 16, 
1890, the building and grounds were conveyed to the Young Men's Christian 
Association. In consideration of such conveyance the Young Men's Christ- 
ian Association leased the ground floor of their building to the town of El- 
dora for the use of the library for a period of ninety-nine years. A com- 
mittee of the common council of Eldora had sole charge of the library pro- 
per from May 7. J 888, to July 1, 1894. The General Assembly of the state 
of Iowa passed a law at its regular session in 1894 providing for the estab- 
tablishing and government of public libraries. In accordance with such law- 
Mayor \Y. J. Moir appointed as the first board of trustees of the Eldora 
library, C. E. Greef, Charles Moser, C. L. Hays. E. H. Lundy, Stephen 
Whited, Mrs. John Porter, Mrs. Alice Burling, Mrs. Fannie \V. Wisner and 
Miss Susie Reynolds. These trustees were divided into three classes, con- 
sisting of three members in each class, the term of each class to expire in 
two. four and six years, respectively. The personnel of the board has under- 
gone many changes since that date. The members of the present board are 
Stephen Whited, president; \Y. E. Stanley, vice-president; Mrs. Bessie M. 
Nuckolls, secretary; with J. D. Newcomer, Herbert A. Huff, Ellis D. Robb, 
Mrs. Alice M. Boylan, Mrs. Ilattie Cavana, and Mrs. Ethel Ellsworth as 
additional members and Mrs. Mary Wheelock, librarian. 

In the year 1900 steps were taken to re-classify the books and to adopt 
the card system in order to facilitate the keeping of the record of loaned 
books. This plan took effect March, 1901, expense incurred being two hun- 
dred and forty dollars. 

The library ha.s approximately, five thousand four hundred lx)oks. thir- 
tv monthly papers and magazines, three dailies and four local weeklies. The 
rooms are well lighted and warmed and are made comfortable for the visit- 
ing reader. They are open to the public every afternoon in the year except 
holidays and every evening except Sunday evening. 

"From the year 1878 to the present time the library has been in charge 
of six different librarians as follows: Miss Jennie Odgers, 1878. one year; 
Miss Esther Hulbert. 1879, thirteen years; Mr. Stephen Whited. 1892. two 
vears: Miss Clara Estabrook. 1895, twelve and one-half years; Miss Elva 
Greef. 1907. three years ; Mrs. Wheelock, present librarian. 

Now as to the present library building. Earlv in the year 1902 Mayor 
Robb suggested to Andrew Carnegie that a donation to the city of Eldora of 
ten thousand dollars with which to pay for a library building in this city 
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would be acceptable. A favorable answer was received and on or about the 
first of July, 1902, a contract was entered into for the erection of the build- 
ing. The building was erected and was occupied in May, 1903. 

The library derives its support financially from a tax levied on the taxa- 
ble property of the city of Eldora, the rate varying from one and a half 
mills per dollar of valuation up to three mills per dollar valuation, the rate for 
the current year being one and a half mills. 

THE EU>ORA CEMETERY. 

One thing that marks the line between the uncivilized and Christianized 
nations of the earth is the care shown the burial places of the departed 
dead. The earliest burials in Eldora were made in the timber just to the 
south and east of the present city. Few, however, were there laid away to 
rest, but were soon removed to the present cemetery. 

One night in the month of November, i860, just before the opening of 
the great Civil war, a meeting was held at Eldora for the purpose of estab- 
lishing some suitable and more permanent place in which the departed dead 
of the vicinity might be buried. The following preamble and articles ex- 
press the object of the association : 

"Whereas, we are impressed with the great truth that man is mortal; 
that a resting place will ultimately be required for the lifeless sleep of our 
bodies, though our spirits, we trust, may survive when 'the earth shall wax 
old like a garment,* and the Heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll. 

"We, the undersigned, therefore, with a view to make provisions for 
mortality, and to provide for the final earthly repose of humanity, and such 
associations and symbols as shall tend to perpetuate the memory of friends, 
to keep alive the gracious influence of love and affection and kindness; to 
afford the mourner consolation, and incite the living to imitate the virtuous 
acts and worthy lives of those who shall have gone to an immortal rest ; do 
hereby unite ourselves together as an incorporated body, under the following 
constitution : 

"Article I. This Association shall be known as the Eldora Cemetery 
Society. 

"Article 2. The object of the society shall be to perpetually preserve 
sacred to the repose of the dead, an appropriate and eligible cemetery, which 
shall be located in, or adjacent to, the town of Eldora in the county of Har- 
din, and state of Iowa, and the society is not designed nor established for 
pecuniary profit.' 
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The constitution was signed by Josephus Eastman, J. H. Drain, W. J. 
Moir, S. G. Winchester. M. Hulbert, Jonathan Edgington, Joseph Edging- 
ton. J. D. Gourlay, J. H. Cusack, J. D. Hunter, J. M. Scott, W. H. Pool, J. 
D. Thompson, James Reynolds, and J. J. Edgington. 

Four acres of ground were subsequently purchased of M. Hulbert, and 
surveyed into lots. At the first election for officers of the society, Josephus 
Eastman was elected president and \V. J. Moir secretary, with S. G. Win- 
chester, treasurer, all now being deceased except Hon. \V. J. Moir. The 
first sale of lots was made in November, 1862. 

The Ladies' Aid to the Eldora Cemetery Society was formed in March. 
1880, and greatly assisted the parent society. Mrs. Henry Reynolds was its 
president; Mrs. C. C. Gilman, vice-president; Olive J. Moir, secretary. In 
December of the same year the two societies merged into one and since then 
the ladies help carry on the good work of caring for the sacred grounds, 
which are just to the east anil adjoining the city plat. In a few months in 
1880-81 the ladies raised the debt of over one thousand dollars. 

The original platting included only four acres of land, but to it has been 
added several acres which is all well improved and fenced. Trees, native 
and artificial evergreens, shade and beautify the grounds. Many graves are 
marked by beautiful and. in some instances, costly monuments. 

The present grounds do not look much as they did when first purchased, 
when Dr. J. E. King hired men and boys to go in and cut and plow up the 
dense thicket of hazel brush and grubs which at the time covered the spot, 
now so beautiful a resting place for the departed dead of Eldora and neigh- 
borhood. 

The present officers of the society arc: President, Mrs. M. Snyder; 
vice-president, Mrs. J. D. Newcomer; L. W. Harris, secretary, and H. S. 
Martin, treasurer. 

EMERGENCY HOSPITAL. 

This fine and substantial brick structure erected on the southeast corner 
of the public square is the property of Dr. N. C. Morse. The building, con- 
sisting of twenty-one rooms, was erected in 1896 at a cost of sixteen thou- 
sand dollars. Later, in 1904, an addkion of six rooms, with cellar for storing 
coal and cold storage room and large refrigerator, were added. The build- 
ing is of St. Louis pressed brick with white Bedford stone arches and sills, 
with hard wood floors and oil painted walls throughout. The vestibule and 
operating room have handsome tile floors, which, with electric lights and 
own steam plant, make a very complete and model institution. 
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This building was erected solely for the purpose of providing and af- 
fording the residents of Hardin and adjacent counties a suitable surgical 
hospital, near at home and within easy reacli of those so unfortunate as to 
be injured or to require surgical assistance. 

Doctor Morse not only has one of the finest operating rooms in the 
state, with an elaborate X-Ray and other surgical apparatus, but as a skilled 
surgeon has few superiors in the state. 

EARLY POTTERY INDUSTRY. 

About the close of the Civil war period, knowing of the excellent pot- 
ter's clay found in great abundance at this point, Henry Tolman came to 
Eldora from Berlin and, in company with John Hall, built the stone pottery 
later owned by Mr. Sweet, the firm having been Tolman & Hall, then Tol- 
man & Sweet, and later Mr. Sweet operated the business alone, while Mr. 
Tolman went to GifTord and operated a pottery at that village. He was con- 
nected thus at Eldora about twelve years. He was a native of Londonderry, 
Vermont, but reared in New Hampshire. In his youth he learned the pot- 
ter's trade and established and carried on what is said to have been the first 
terra cotta works in America. They were located at Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, and were established about 1845. In 1855 their founder removed to 
Wisconsin and came to Eldora in 1864. 

Just why the clay beds of Hardin county are not now utilized for this 
useful and profitable industry, the writer is unable to say. The product is 
always in good demand; the raw material has been lavishly stored in the 
earth here by a wise creator, and it only needs to be revived to make it a 
very paving industry in this community. The Tolman & Sweet earthen- 
ware, jugs, jars, etc., had an immense sale in the seventies and eighties and 
stood the severest test of use. 

What was known as the Gilman Terra Cotta and Fire Clay Company 
was established at Eldora by Giarles C. Gilman, who had been one of the 
promoters of the Iowa Central railroad. The object of this company was to 
provide a plant at which should be produced sewer pipe, drain tile and terra 
cotta ware from the superior clay which abounds near the city. This indus- 
try flourished as long as Mr. Gilman lived, but finally declined for lack of 
the right enterprise and push. 

•:ldora pipe and tile company. 

r 

The most important industry in Eldora at this time is the above named 
works, erected in 1893 at a cost of forty thousand dollars. Of this amount 
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eight, thousand dollars was donated by the citizens of Eldora, who are al- 
ways ready to do their full share towards helping along home manufac- 
turies. It was started as a sewed pipe plant by E. E. Morse and Thomas 
Pentland, of Wellsville, Ohio. Its first name was the Eldora Clay Manufac- 
turing Company. This was not a success and changed hands many times 
until finally it was purchased by the present company, in September, 1899. 
It was put in operation under the management of C. A. Reaver. It has been 
practically rebuilt and new engines and modern machinery placed in the 
works. It pays out ten thousand dollars for raw materials and has a pay- 
roll of from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars per year for the forty em- 
ployes. Besides an extensive local trade in drain tile mostly, it ships out 
from four to six hundred cars annually. This is a great factory, operated 
on modern systems, and its product is helping to drain the wet, marshy 
lands of northwestern Iowa. 

KLDORA, ITS BIRTH AND GROWTH TO ICjIO. 

Eldora was surveyed and platted in 1853, and was by Mrs. S. R. Edg- 
ington, an esteemed pioneer, given its rather pretty name. And was by com- 
missioners appointed by the late Judge Cassiday, in the same year, made the 
county seat of Hardin county. Eor a time the growth of Eldora was re- 
tarded by the county seat fights in which it became involved, first with Steam- 
boat Rock in an election held in April, 1856, which resulted in a vote of four 
hundred and fifty-two for Eldora and one hundred for Steamboat Rock. 
The next aspirant for the county seat was Berlin and at the April election in 
1857 Berlin was beaten. 

Next came Point Pleasant. An election was held in 1858 and upon a 
hasty count of the votes it seemed that Point Pleasant was the winner. A 
long contest was begun and held in the courts, both district and supreme, 
from 1858 to 1868, when Judge Cole of the supreme court decided in favor 
of Eldora, as can be seen by referring to the 25 Iowa, commencing on page 
361, and while the last spike was being driven on the newly built road from 
Ackley to Eldora the welcome news came of the decision and there was great 
rejoicing. 

On account of the location of the county seat some distance from the 
geographical center of the county, the Eldora people have been obliged to 
pay largely for every public improvement it obtained, such as railroads, in- 
dustrial school, court house, etc. The Ackley plug, built in 1867 and 1868. 
for which Eldora paid largely in land and money, gave new impetus to the 
people. 
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In 1882 and 1883, what was dublx'd the "Slippery Elm" by the late Mc- 
Rride. was by taxes and liberal donations, and by the pluck and energy of 
Judge Porter, built from the Eldora Junction to Alden. 

The town began to grow and prosper, permanent and costly buildings 
were erected, a fine court house and jail sprang into existence, costing Eldora 
forty thousand dollars, an elegant opera house was built by the late (icorge 
II. Wisner, a much needed want was supplied in the building of a fine 
brick hotel, which was done by private subscription, and we now have eight 
church edifices, three of them supplied with the best of pipe organs — some 
difference between now and fifty-three years ago when the only place for 
public worship was in a small school house on "Pottery Hill" and the only 
musical instrument for an accompaniment was a piano-keyed melodian that 
had to be supplied with wind by the vigorous working of a strong arm. 

Eldora is also justly proud of its graded school buildings, centrally lo- 
cated. Its schools are second to none. 

Eldora has twenty-four store buildings, operated by as fine a class of 
business men as can be found anywhere, and to their credit be it said that no 
serious failure has ever happened among them. The nearest a failure took 
place when \V. V. Wilcox, former pension agent, now of Des Moines. Iowa, 
closed his store doors and put the key in his pocket. His creditors offered to 
give him a receipt in full if he could and would pay fifty cents on the dollar 
Like a brave and honest man. he replied. "No. sir, I will pay one hundred 
cents on the dollar." and he kept his word. 

Our three banks all own the buildings in which they are doing business, 
arc abundantly well capitalized and an honest man can borrow all the money 
be wants provided he gives good security. 

Many valuable improvements have been made during the year 1910. Ten 
dwelling houses, costly, modem and convenient, have been erected. The Eldora 
Motor Company have built a suitable garage, size sixty-six by one hundred 
and twenty-eight feet, costing over seven thousand dollars and large enough 
to accommodate fifty-five cars. 

"A man can ride upon a cab or in an auto car, 

But when he rides upon a horse he cannot go so far." 

What was know n as the Barnes Hotel is torn down and a large building 
is being put up in its place to be used as a monument factory. 

A very commendable effort has ln-en made by the J. S. Polland Eloral 
Company of this citv to give Eldora as elegant a greenhouse as can be found 
in the state of Iow a, equipped u ith all the latest appliances and erected in the 
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most approved style. The company has purchased thirty-seven and a half 
acres of Iowa's richest soil, has erected thereon six buildings with a radia- 
tion of fourteen thousand five hundred square feet of glass, all new and beau- 
tifully constructed. Eldora may well be proud of this improvement. Here 
the bride can obtain her bridal rose and the bridegroom his button-hole bou- 
quet. 

On the corner of Marion and Washington streets has been erected by 
the Newcomer firm the most expensive business building of its size that can 
be found in the state of Iowa. It is a beauty, is an honor to the builder, an 
honor to the owners and the pride of the city. 

Many of the store fronts have been taken out and more modern ones 
put in their place, thus giving the city a much more modern and cityfied ap- 
pearance. 

The city fathers have started the paving project and cement curbing has 
been put in around the court house square and on one block each way there- 
from and one block has been paved. 

The clay industries of Eldora are quite extensive and furnish employ- 
ment for a large number of men, are ably conducted and successfully operated. 

The two lumljcr yards keep an excellent variety of lumber and no man 
contemplating building need send to Dubuque for building material as in 
years of long ago. 

Eldora's newest project is the Park Dam Company, which is building a 
new dam at the old flouring mill site and when completed will furnish suffi- 
cient power to supply Eldora with a day current for both light and power. 
The company has also recently acquired the Steamboat Rock dam and elec- 
tricity generated by these two working together will afford an excellent in- 
ducement for new industries to locate in Eldora. 

It may with propriety he said that the moral standing of the city is good. 
No saloons can exist in Eldora and it is seldom that an intoxicated man can 
be seen on the streets of Eldora. 

A majority of our people are inclined to obey the divine injunction, 
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." Our churches and Sunday 
schools arc fairly well attended. Eishing and hunting is now seldom in- 
dulged in on the Lord's day. No theatrical troupes have been allowed to per- 
form, cither in the old or new opera houses on Sabbath evening. And when 
there is any base ball playing to be done by the professional clubs on Sunday 
they go to a neighboring town to play. 

Our people are generally good natured and inclined to look on the bright 
side of life, are optimistic, not pessimistic like the man in Arizona who said: 
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"His hope went dead and his mule went lame, 

And he lost ten cows in a sochl game, 

Then a hurricane came on a summer day 

And blew the house he lived in away, 

Then an earthquake came when all was gone 

And swallowed the land his house stood on, 

Then the new tax ferret came around 

And taxed him up with the hole in the ground." 

In brief, Eldora has the most extensive cement sidewalks, the best con- 
ducted telephone and electric light systems, the best heating plant, the most 
commodious churches, the best school houses, the best opera house and the 
best court house that can be found in any city of its size in the United States 
of America. 
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IOWA FALLS AND HARDIN* TOWNSHIP. 

Hardin is the township in which Iowa Falls was originally situated. It 
comprises congressional township 89, range 20. and the east half of town- 
ship 8q, range 21. It is hounded on the north by Franklin county, on the 
west by Alden township, oti the south by Ellis and Jackson townships and is 
to the west of Etna township, in which Ackley is located. It is nine miles 
from east to west and six from north to south. Surveyors used to call it 
"second rate prairie." The soil is a rich, black loam, with a gravel and clay 
sub-soil. Numerous bowlders are to he seen here and there throughout the 
township. There are also numerous small lakes and used to be ponds, which 
for the major part have been fully drained and thoroughly subdued into ex- 
cellent farming tracts, the best in the county. The beautiful Iowa river falls 
through the township, making a distance of more than ten miles in its grace- 
ful How- seaward. Elk run. another pretty stream, is in the northwest part 
of Hardin township, flowing into the Iowa river near Iowa Falls. The main 
branch of School creek rises on section 1 1. flow ing into the Iowa from section 
21). Rock run. a short stream, spring- fed. rises on section 12. and flows 
through the eastern part of the town of Iowa Falls, into the Iowa, and along 
its banks is some of the picturesque scenery that so always remains a feast 
to the eye of the passer-by. It is fed mostly by a series of mineral .springs, 
chief among which are Courtney's. Kelley's and Chapman's springs. The 
towering bluffs along this short stream are of a lime-rock formation, sur- 
mounted by forest kings of more than a hundred years' growth, which arc the 
subject of prose and poetry to Iowa writers. In many ways Rock run is one 
of the most remarkable streams in the Hawkeye state, having, as it does, the 
waters of so many healing springs. Thirty years and more ago it was w ritten 
of one of the springs of this township: "The spring on the northeast part 
of section 20 is a strong sulphur spring, which differs from the other mineral 
springs of this section, in being very highly impregnated with sulphur. The 
water of this spring is uncommonly cold. It is on the farm owned by John 
Gardner." 

The Illinois Central railroad was completed to Iowa Falls in April, i860. 
The Rock Island (old B. C. R. & X. line) was completed to Iowa Falls 
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October 20, 1880. The coming of these highways rapidly developed this 
township. 

Hardin township was organized by the county court in 1854. that tribunal 
being then presided over by Alexander Smith. The first election was held 
under a burr oak tree, only a short distance from the present grist mill, where 
the first officers were elected: Trustees, J. F. Simonds, Henry Pilgrim. Wil- 
liam A. Bolden ; clerk, Edw in Terrill ; assessor. Benjamin I. Tolbert ; justice 
of the peace, John Caldwell. The spring election of 1856 was held at the 
house of Joseph Wells, when sixty-five votes were cast, showing the township 
had rapidly increased in its population. 

FIRST SETTLERS. 

The original settlers in Hardin township were Benjamin I. Talbott, 
Nathan Townsend and John Caldwell. They came in the autumn of 185 1 
and took their claims and erected snug log cabins, Mr. Talbott locating on 
section 18, Mr. Townsend on section 17 and Mr. Caldwell on section 20. 
Townsend and Caldwell, after first building their houses, returned to their 
families in Jefferson county, Iowa, while Talbott remained monarch of all he 
surveyed. Mr. Talbott hailed from Michigan and was a widower. During 
that long, cold w inter he lived in company with a son in that lonely habitation. 
The following spring he married Martha Dobbins, of Honey Creek settlement, 
this county. They spent a honeymoon in Jefferson county, and then returned 
to their new home in Hardin tow nship, this county. Mrs. Talbott thus becom- 
ing the first white woman in the township. Mr. Talbott was a Quaker of the 
"strictest sect" and spoke plainly ; he was an excellent citizen and had much 
influence in the young settlement. He removed to Linn county in 1868. 

Early in the spring of 1852 Messrs. Caldwell and Townsend returned 
with their families. Townsend lived not far from Plum Grove. His little 
son one day heard a strange noise in the dense woodland : going near, he 
discovered a pack of wolves snarling over the carcasses of a pair of bucks, 
who had locked horns in a terrible encounter and in the struggle had died 
from starvation and freezing. The wolves were frightened away by the boy. 
The horns of the unfortunate bucks were nailed over the cabin door as 
trophies. 

John Caldwell's farm was situated two miles, or nearly, southeast from 
present Iowa Falls city. He and his family lived there during the winter of 
l8 5 2 -53- He had cut logs for a fireplace, and designed building a chimney, 
hut coming down with the fever and ague, the family were compelled to hang 
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a quilt up in the opening left for the chimney, and the son Austin, aged but 
twelve \ears, had to cut firewood for the family. The result, as one might 
know, was a very cold house and shivering children. The snow was fully 
two feet deep on a level that winter, and the little flock of chickens hrought 
to the county by the family all froze to death before the spring came in 1853. 
The room was chinked up after a fashion, but many a hole could have been 
seen. Canal-boat berths were made by driving pegs into the logs, then boards 
laid on to hold the straw ticks and covering. From the scanty crop of buck- 
wheat raised by Mr. Caldwell, his good wife ground a kind of flour in her 
coffee mill, sifting the precious grist through a clolh. After the ague had 
literally frozen out of his system, the husband was successful in shooting five 
fine specimen of buffalo, so the settlers had good meat, which, with buckwheat 
cakes and wild plums, made their diet. Bears and wild-cats were occasionally 
killed while the deep snow lasted. As justice of the peace, Mr. Caldwell went 
nine miles to marry a couple and received the legal fee of two dollars, which 
looked as large as two hind wheels of a farm wagon. 

Other early settlers in Hardin township were as follows: Dr. J. F. 
Simonds, Capt. Samuel White, John Race, George P. Griffith. James R. 
Larkin. J. L. Estcs, Jlosmer Stevens, Peter Collins, Samuel Parkinson, Benja- 
min Holding, Thomas B. Knapp, J. S. Smith, J. F. Brown, M. C. Woodruff. 
Charles McQuesten. Dr. J. IT. Foster, Robert Murphy, Joseph Wells and 
family, Henry Macy, Allen Thompson, J. T. Lane, Peter Gray, J. J. Cobb. 
Jacob George and family, Henry Fiddler. Nathan and James and Samuel 
Adamson, Mrs. Sarah Haines and family. Chauncv Pond. James McWherter, 
W. H. Foote, Lindlcy M. Hoag, J. L. Hoag, L. F. Wisner, Daniel Lane, 
Edwin Terrell, Orren Foster, David Mitchell, William Jones, Wells F. Fisher, 
John Barrett, John Mann, Albert Button, W. F. Taylor, Frank Taylor, S. 
Bowman, and H. J. Skiff. 

A REMINISCENCE OF NATHAN TOWNSEND. 

"In the autumn of 1852 a party of surveyors made their headquarters 
where the city of Hampton now stands, in Franklin county. Provisions were 
very scarce with the settlers that fall, but the surveyors had hrought with them 
a liberal amount of supplies. Mr. Townsend's stock of flour becoming ex- 
hausted, he applied to the surveyors for the loan of a barrel of their flour, 
which he promised to repay as soon as he could transport a quantity of pro- 
visions from Jefferson county, which he was intending to do as soon as pos- 
sible. The provisions were brought in due time and Mr. Townsend and sons 
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started for the surveyors' camp to return the borrowed flour. It was now 
mid-winter and extremely cold, and the suffering of the party was intense. 
Before reaching the surveyors' camp in Franklin county, they came upon five 
buffalos, but without molesting them, they continued their journey, and soon 
afterward met two hunters, named Maine and Reeves, who assisted them in 
delivering the flour, and then they all started to return to the spot where the 
huge buffalos had been sighted. These they soon found and, having surrounded 
and brought them to bay, succeeded in despatching all of them. They then 
returned to camp and the next morning Mr. Townsend and Reeves started out 
to dress and bring in their game. Thomas, the eldest son. went out with them, 
with the team, to bring in the coveted meat. The weather was still extremely 
cold, far below zero, it being in the month of February, and his sufferings 
were something terrible ; but eventually the game was all dressed and sufficient 
meat secured thereby. The wolves, however, had in their absence, appropri- 
ated a share of it to themselves."— Hardin County History of 1882. 

FIRST MARRIAGE, BIRTH AND DEATH. 

Samuel Parkinson and Almira Stevens were united in marriage in 1854. 
the first to be joined in Hardin township. John Caldwell, the pioneer justice, 
performed the ceremony. Their first born had the honor of being the first 
child to see the light of day in what is now the city of Iowa Falls. 

The first birth in Hardin township was Oliver Townsend. son of Xathau 
and Sarah Townsend, born in the fall of 1852. He reached mature manhood 
and moved to California where he lived at last accounts. 

Hardin township's first death was that of Mrs. Daniel Lane, who, in 
1855, ta'd down the burdens of pioneer life and was buried on the sloping 
hillside near the present Illinois Central depot. 

THE ORIGIN AL l'OSTOFFICE SQt' ABBI.E. 

Marietta postoffice. in Marshall county, was the nearest mail facilities the 
settlers in Hardin township had until an office had been established at Fldura. 
Before that event mail was received after a full two-days journey to Marietta. 
When Eldora got an office a smart, good-walking ox team could make a trip 
to the postoffice in one day. Finally, it was decided that better mail accommo- 
dations must be had in the township and that an office ought to be established 
in the neighborhood of Rocksylvania, or White's Mill, now known as Iowa 
Falls, and two petitions were circulated, one for Rocksylvania and one for 
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White's Mill. Doctor Simonds prepared and sent the petition for the latter 
point to Gen. A. C. Dodge, who wrote back that he wanted to know whether 
there were any Democrats in the township to whom the office could be given. 
The Doctor wrote evasively, that, being on the border, things were in a chaotic 
state in politics; still there were a few persons in the vicinity that still voted 
for General Jackson. Mr. Talbott's petition was for Rocksylvania. General 
Dodge replied to this petition that there should be a postoffice granted, if the 
postmaster and other responsible persons would bind themselves that there 
should be no expense to the government. Doctor Simonds wanted it in one 
place and Talbott, of course, wanted it in another. The postoffice department 
wrote they must make a compromise. "What does thee think about it." 
queried Mr. Talbott. It was finally decided that Mr. Talbott should have the 
office, Mdward Terrell be postmaster, and the name Rock wood given the office. 
Talbott still persisted in calling it Rocksylvania. Notwithstanding the mixed- 
up name, some calling it one thing and some another, this office was of great 
benefit to the few pioneers thereabouts. "Rock wood postoffice" was known 
on the postal records at Washington for a period of two years. The next 
office in Hardin township was established at Iowa Falls. 

The first religious services in Hardin township were held in 1852. The 
denomination was that of the Friends and the service was held in a log cabin 
on section 12. 

The first school in the township was held in 1854, in a Jog house erected 
for the purpose by the neighbors. It stood near School creek and the first 
term was taught by George P. Griffith, who later served this county two terms 
as its surveyor. 

THE FIRST VILLAGE PLAT. 

Rocksylvania was the name given to the first village platted in Hardin 
township. It was platted November 1, 1854, the surveying being executed by 
Thomas Mercer, on the east half of section 18. township 89, range 20. This 
was the first record platting, but pioneer Talbott had surveyed out a village 
plat, now occupied by the business section of Iowa Falls, but on account of the 
opposition with which he met concerning the name he wanted, "Rocksylvania 
(meaning "Rocky wood," sylvania meaning woods and the nd being rocky), 
the proprietor w ould not have his plat recorded, but soon sold his platting to 
Captain White, including the mill property, in the autumn of 1854, and then 
platted the one described at the opening of this article. 

The first store here was established by Peter Collins, who continued two 
or three years. The first postoffice in the township w as situated at this village. 
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ami was named after a hard fought contest, spoken of already. Nettie San- 
ford, who was an old-time graphic historic writer on Iowa cities and towns, 
once wrote this paragraph concerning developments at "Rocksylvania" : 

"Rocksylvania, proper, east of the depot, had a steam mill built in 1856, 
and a building which received the cognomen of the 'Crystal Palace.' It was a 
stone structure with a flat roof, and A. A. Wells, the builder, paid out con- 
siderable money for its construction. Mr. Wells, a very energetic man, tried, 
this summer, a new arrangement for building a barn. It was constructed, at 
least the walls thereof, of common stove wood, about sixteen inches long, 
and laid up with lime mortar." 

However, all efforts to build up this town failed. Iowa Falls, its more 
fortunate rival, secured most of the newcomers, and Rocksylvania of today 
has been swallowed up as one of the neat suburbs of Iowa Falls. 

Among the representatives and good citizens of this township, who were 
foremost in the development of the country, may be named the following: 
Nathan Hunt, of section 35, who settled in Hardin county in the spring of 
1863. He was horn in Clinton county. Ohio, in 1835. He was united in 
marriage in a log cabin in 1864 in accordance with the teachings of the society 
of Friends, of w hich they were devoted members. 

Israel Klopp, of section 24, was a native of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
born in 1835. moved to Ohio and from there to Stephenson county, Illinois, 
finally coming w ith his parents to Black Hawk county, Iow a, in 1863. 

John A. Martin, a native of New Hampshire, born in 18 17, entered a col- 
lege preparatory for entering the ministry, remained a year or so and aban- 
doned the idea and learned the tailor's trade. Later he followed merchandis- 
ing and farmed until 1 863 . when he came to Hardin county. In 1866 he 
bought two hundred and twenty acres on sections 11 and 12 of Hardin town- 
ship, paying twenty-five dollars per acre. In 1878 he disposed of twenty acres 
of his land upon which was located the famous "Pool of Siloam." 

Others who came in before the close of the Civil war period or about 
that date were: Spencer W. Brown. 1864: David J. Alvord, 1864; Isaiah 
Biggs, from Ohio, came to Hamilton county, Iowa, in 1856. and to Iowa 
Falls in 1865. Then came A. P. Hill, a Vermonter, born in 1S22. who set- 
tled in Whiteside county, in 1861. He enlisted in Company C, Fighth Illinois 
Ca\alry. under Capt. Alpheus Clark. After the war he settled, in 1865, in 
Hardin county. The same year came J. A. Harp, locating on section 2*. 
where he owned, in 18S0. four hundred acres of land. F. M. Bird settled on 
section 13 in 1805 and owned three hundred and twenty acres. Henry Mosc- 
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ley came to this county in November, 1865, settling on section 16 on a half 
section of wild land he had bought at a low figure. 

E. R. Calkins accompanied his parents west in 1856 and to Hardin county 
in 1866. E. R. Calkins located on section 15, where he had one hundred and 
eighty-one acres. 

GEORGETOWN. 

November 15, 1856, George B. Scntcr filed for record the plat of a vil- 
lage which he named "Georgetown." It is described in the county town plat 
books as being situated on the southeast quarter of section 14, and the north- 
west quarter of section 23, township 89. range 21. This is at a point about a 
mile and a half southwest of Iowa balls. One dwelling house, a stable of 
the early Iowa type, and a few stakes driven in the ground to mark the blocks 
and lots, were all that was ever show n to the enquiring passer-by as he inquired 
for Georgetown. Subsequently Mr. Senter became mayor of Cleveland. Ohio, 
in which role it is to be hoped he succeeded better than in town building in 
low a ! 

CITY OF IOWA FALLS. 

In passing over the fair and fertile domain of Iowa, one will never find a 
more beautiful situation for a town site or citv than is to be viewed at Iowa 
Falls. Its natural scenery is seldom surpassed in the state, unless possibly 
along the heights overlooking the Mississippi river, or in the famous "Switzer- 
land of Iowa," in Decorah country, northeastern Iowa. Benjamin I. lal- 
bott, already named as the first settlor in Hardin township, purchased from 
the government, in 185 1, a greater part of the present site of Iowa balk 
He, in company with Captain White, there platted "Rocksylvania." Talhott 
was a Quaker and wanted peace, but he also wanted the above name for hi* 
new town site, though others did not desire it thus called, so he went to an- 
other section and there platted and bad recorded "Rocksylvania." which was 
near bv, and is now a part of the city proper. 

In 1855, Messrs. W ilder. James L. Estes and Hosmcr Stevens came in 
and purchased of Captain White his interest in the town plat, and in April. 
1856. George P. Griffith, county surveyor, laid out and platted, according to 
law, the original town of Iowa Falls, on the cast half of section 13, town- 
ship 89, range 21. This plat was filed for record June 28. 1856. and since 
then many have been the additions and sub-divisions marie to the place now 
so well know n. 
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Before the laying out of tlie town there had settled <|iu'te a goodly colony 
of hardy, intelligent and enterprising families. The first enterprises of the 
place were the saw and grist mills. Benjamin I. Talbot t. in 1853. constructed 
a dam across the Iowa river at this point, and erected a saw mill. Captain 
White arrived very soon thereafter, became his partner, and finally bought 
him out, when he enlarged the mill, and placed in operation a run of burrs. 
The Iowa river at this place originally run over a rocky ledge, which made a 
pretty water- fall — hence the name "Iowa Falls." but which after the building 
of the mill dam were to forever be lost sight of as "falls." The stream was 
rapid and the rapids or falls indicated good water power to the first persons 
who visited the picturesque spot. As time went on. the mills at Iowa balls 
were much improved and enlarged, so that many of the farmers living as far 
west as Fort Podge and Webster City, and even northwest as far as Liberty 
and Cnldficld, in Wright county, came here for milling, until those points had 
secured mills of their own. hi Civil war days much flour was sent from these 
nulls to the broad, almost trackless, prairies of the northwestern country. 
"Iowa Falls XXXX Flour." a brand well known, was sought for in many an 
Iowa home. The first paper sacks put out in this part of the west were sent 
from the old Iowa Falls mills. The mill is now owned by Harp & Roberts. 

About the time the first mill was being enlarged, came Samuel Parkinson, 
whoojwned a small store of general merchandise, the fust in Hardin township. 

I'OSTort-ICK HISTORY. 

In 1855. sometime in the spring of the year, an attempt was made to 
establish an office at White's Mill, which, however, resulted in failure, the 
"fhee being given to Mr. Talbot t for his new town of Kocksylvania. Iowa 
Fills then being unknown to the world. In 1850 the postal department de- 
cided to establish a mail route between Cedar Falls and Fori Hodge. Xettie 
San ford, the well known historical writer of this section of Iowa, later so 
well known at MaishalUown as one of the editors of the \\':<s, gives the fol- 
lowing interesting item on this postoftice at Iowa balls: 

"It was deemed nccosary that the postal highway about to be established 
between Cedar Falls and Fort Dodge should take in Iowa Falls on its course- 
west. T. I, McChcsney. who later resided in Fllis township. Hardin county, 
the state company's agent, was interviewed. He sat on a log not far from 
the anxious lot owners, who stood around him. be whittling a stick, as they 
l<nd the project before him in a persuasive manner, urging their claims alxwe 
those of Hardin Citv. McChcsnev finallv made a contract that the stages 

(17) 
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should run through the village, the citizens binding themselves to make a road 
and give the passengers a good stopping place. Of course the enterprising 
citizens were not to be abashed by this last proposition, though Mr. Estes said 
in an aside, 'By George! I don't know where we can put strangers in our 
cabins.' The road was built after this wise: A team started, fastened to 
whirfletrees, and by the compass a line was drawn to Down's Grove, now called 
Ackley. The sloughs were fixed a little by poles and grass, though no perma- 
nent bridges were built. The streams were forded, and in muddy times the 
passengers were obliged to alight and each carry a rail to pry the old red stage 
coach out of the water and mud. Very few ladies traveled in the coaches at 
this early day, and of course this statement of rail lifting does not apply to the 
gentler sex. The grass was very high before the cattle cropped it down, its 
feathery tassels coming up to the backs of the horses." 

A mail route would be of little use, unless they could obtain a postoffice, 
and the department at Washington was importuned to establish one at this 
point. The office at Rocksylvania was finally ordered discontinued, after two 
vears and more, and it was removed to Iowa Falls. James R. Larkin was 
appointed the first postmaster, he being one of the original town site pro- 
prietors. He resigned in favor of James S. Smith, who held on during 
President Buchanan's administration, giving way to A. E. Arnold's appoint- 
ment by President Lincoln. He served until the fall of 1867, when Andrew 
Johnson removed him when he was cutting the heads from off most of Lin- 
coln's office-holders. The complete list of postmasters at Iowa Falls is 
as follows: James R. Larkin; James S. Smith up to the Civil war; then came 
A. F. Arnold to 1868; George W. Chapman, \V. A. Plantz, M. C. Woodruff. 
William H. Weldon. T. B. Knapp, James P. Carleton, R. A. Carleton, J. S. 
Buttolph. J. L. Whinery, W. K. Welden. 

Iowa Falls became a second class office in 1902. There are now thirty- 
six passenger trains daily and of these about one-half carry mail. There are 
now six rural mail routes, averaging twenty-five miles, extending out from 
Iowa Falls, all being established in July. 1900. The last year's postal busi- 
ness of the Iowa Falls office amounted to $12,994.10. The amount of money 
order business for December. 1910. was. orders issued. $4,868; orders paid- 
$2,043: number of orders issued. 887; number of orders paid. 290. 

MIXICIPAL INCORPORATION. 

The history of the incorporation of Iowa Falls dates from an election 
held July 24. 1869. resulting in the choice of the following named town 
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oi'tHtr>: Mayor, O. \V. ( iniri-un ; recorder. S. M. Weaver; trustees. loel W. 
Iliatt. Isaac B. Thomas. Robert Wright. IIo>mer Stevens. A. K. Arnold; 
trc.iM-ur. S. G. Gibbs. Wright declining to serve as trustee. Mr. Arnold was 
appointed to take his seat. 

The mayors have been : O. W. Garrison. 1809: J. S. Smith. 1870: G. W. 
Chapman. 1871 ; J. C. Waldron. 1872: S. M. Weaver, 1873 to 1880: O. W. 
Garrison. 1880: J. S. Smith. 1881 ; C. Cowan, 1882; C. Cowan, 1883: H. 
Cady, 18X4 to 1890; W. II. Woods. 1890 to 1892: S. P. Smith, 1892 to 1S93; 
C. L. W hitney. 1893 to 1899; W. H. Woods. 1896 to 1900: F. M. Williams. 
1900 to 1902: J. II. Funk. 1902 to 1900; B. R. Bryson. 1906 to 19U. 

Iowa Falls was made a city of the second class in 1896. since which time 
it has had mayors holding two years. 

No city of its size can be found in all Iowa with a better quality of pure 
water and a finer water works system. This pays a profit to the city of more 
than a thousand dollars a year. 

A volunteer fire department, aided by hook and ladder and other appa- 
ratus, have reduced the fire losses to a minimum. 

The city cemetery is under control of the Ladies Social Society, formed 
in 1859, and no finer burying place can be seen in the county. 

The system of public parks at Iowa Falls is superb, and with the return 
of each summer time thousands visit these beautiful spots nature has made 
and which men have cultivated and improved. Among these may be named 
Klk park, on the Iowa river, consisting of twenty acres, filled with deer and 
elk and other animals: Bliss Riverside park, another charming spot; Fast Iowa 
Tails park; Park river drive, which ends at the mouth of Rock run, the 
famous Indian resort. Prospect Point, at the Lower Palisades, is a delight- 
ful spot, showing the rough ledged river front of solid rock, with many- 
cedars growing out from its side and overhanging the water. Wildcat Glen, 
another part of the Palisades, is sought out by lovers of nature. 

WATER WORKS SYSTEM. 

Bonds to the extent of about fifteen thousand dollars were issued in June, 
Jfyj, under Mayor Smith, the same to run ten or twenty years, at option of 
tity. The water plant was constructed and now- furnishes the best of water 
and affords a great fire protection to the place. 

The city is given the advantage of electric lights through a private cor- 
poration, to which a franchise was originally granted in 1894. Stock was also 
taken by many men in AMen ami now the two cities are illuminated by the 
•nine plant at a nominal cost. 
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The public library ordinance was passed in Xovember. iSoS. and is re- 
ferred to at length e^ew here in this work. 

The following are at the head of the city government in Iowa I "alls at 
this date. January. 191 1 : Mayor. B. R. Bryson : clerk. J. O. Cregg: assessor. 
K. Fitzgerald. Sr.; waterworks superintendent. B. Morgan: solicitor. F. M. 
Williams; marshal. Frank Clifford: treasurer, W. S. Walker; street commis- 
sioner. B. O'Malla; councilnien. J. L. Farrington. T. A. Fayant. B. E. Parcel!. 
C. L. Cade. S. W. Wright and A. B. Baxter. 

INDUSTRIAL. 

While Towa Falls lias never been noted as a manufacturing place, aside 
from its old-time and present flouring mill interests, yet it has been noted in 
years gone by for its stone quarries and lime product. These are not so much 
counted on today a» its two immense stone crushing mills, that of the Barber 
Asphalt Company and the Fllsworth Stone Crusher, each working many men 
and finding sale far and near for the products of their plants. Then there is 
the poultry and creamery business of S. P. Wadley & Company, which fimi 
employs fifty men a part of the season and fifteen all the year round. Other 
industries are the farm gate factory, employing ten men. and the Gasoline 
Engine Manufacturing Company, employing forty workmen. 

I.ODGKS, CHURCHES. HANKS AND SCHOOLS. 

These important adjuncts to a modern city, in Iowa, are all treated in 
separate chapters, under their proper headings, hence will not be mentioned 
in this chapter. It may he added, however, in passing, that but few town- 
of its size in the Ilawkeye state have more excellent public schools and more 
beautiful church edifices than Iowa Falls. Her banking interests are known 
the state over for their solidity. 

THE SILENT CITY. 

In all ages, among civilized people, there has been due respect for the rest- 
ing place of the departed dead, and even among half civilized races this has 
been considered a most sacred duty. In Iowa Palls the men who founded 
the town were so busy in looking after the immediate needs of the little ham- 
let, that they neglected to provide a proper burying place for those who niigl'/ I 
.soon die within their midst; hence the women had to band themselves together 
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and provitle a cemetery for the place and they have Ion?;' years since been re- 
paid by having it sai<l of the city that "no finer cemetery ami none hcder cared 
for can l>e seen between the two great waterways which bound the common- 
wealth, than the one seen at Iowa Falls." 

The beginning of the cemetery movement in Iowa Falls was after this 
wise: What was styled the Ladies Social leathering Society was formed 
November 29. 1859. at the home of Mrs. II. P. Jones. They drew np a con- 
stitution which was headed as follows: "The uncertainty of life, ami the 
certainty of death, which has been verified in our midst, warn us to provide 
for the dead while living, and as no quiet retreat has been set apart sacred 
to the rest of the departed, therefore, w e. the ladies of Iow a Falls, tin associate 
ourselves together to accomplish that object, and severally agree to adopt and 
be governed by the following constitution and by-laws." Article eleven of 
the constitution reads: "Xo disparaging personal remarks shall be counten- 
anced by the association. Any member making such w ill be subject to re- 
proof." The first officers were: Mrs. H. P. Jones, president; Mrs. S. M. 
Estes. vice-president; Mrs. J. S. Smith, secretary; Mrs. E. C. Sager, 
treasurer. 

August 6. 1861. the association was out of debt and it was incorporated, 
with a capital of two hundred dollars, w ith one hundred shares of two dollars 
each. Its incorporate title was "Ladies" Social Gathering of Iowa Falls." 

It was related in 1882 of these thoughtful women and the noble work 
they performed, that they had platted in 200 blocks, with eight lots to each 
block. Additions had lx?en made to the original plot; a vault bad been built, 
costing $000 ; board fencing. $60; iron and stone fencing. $r,2.}o; w ire fencing. 
S^o; evergreens and shrubs. $200. All this had l>een accomplished since that 
day, May 28. i860, when the ladies planted a national flag on the rough, un- 
cultivated tract of brush land, now a part of the cemetery, and where InMore 
the sun went down they, assisted by the invited gentlemen, had cleared off the 
land and burned the brush. 

The passer-by today observes one of the l>est cared for and most beauti- 
ful burial places in all northern Iowa. The grounds are shaded from one end 
to the other by rich, dark evergreen trees, which, both in summer and mid- 
winter, when snow mantles the earth, present a befitting scene, the evergreen 
being ever appropriate to the memory of the dear and departed dead. The 
monuments and receiving vaults are numerous and well cared for by the 
association in charge. Among the notable monuments may be mentioned 
that of the Wisner-llatch families, a very high, imposing shaft of the obelisk 
type. 
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With the return of each gentle springtime, and the recurrence of Memorial 
or Decoration day. the hundreds of little mounds arc smoothed down and the 
tender shooting blade* of gra-> are bathed by the tears of friends yet left 
this side the strand, as true mourners who have lost friends who have been 
here laid away to rest, hard by the banks of the gently rolling Iowa. The city 
may well take a just pride in this the city of the dead. 

The present officers are as follows: President. Mrs. E. S. Ellsworth; 
vice-president. Miss Mary Bliss; secretary and treasurer, Mrs. Jennie Thorp; 
superintendent, F. E. Foster; directors. Mrs. Robert Wright. Mrs. E. S. Ells- 
worth, Mrs. Margaret Tower, Mrs. E. J. Shipman, Mrs. F. E. Foster. Mrs. 
II. J. Foster. Mrs. Jennie Thorp. Miss Elizabeth Tower. Miss Mary Bliss. 
Mrs. J. W. Rinehart. 

ELLSWORTH HOSPITAL. 

The humane spirit of the people of Iowa Falls is to be seen in mam- 
ways, and in no manner to a greater degree, perhaps, than in the maintaining 
of the hospital within its borders. Its history, in brief, is this: In the fall 
of 1900 John O. Cross died, bequeathing by will, among other amounts, three 
f lousand dollars to be used toward erecting a hospital in Iowa Falls, providing 
it should be done before the expiration of two years. The city of Iowa Falls 
then proposed to purchase a site if the necessary funds could be secured. Two 
or three thousand dollars were secured from citizens of Iowa Falls and the 
balance, some fourteen thousand dollars, was donated by Hon. E. S. Ellsworth, 
founder of Ellsworth College and general philanthropist, who is now deceased. 
The building was erected and dedicated. September 25, 1902. Since that 
time, with the exception of six months, when it was closed for lack of funds, 
it has been open and caring for the sick of Iowa Falls and vicinity. At 
present it is owned by the city, but managed by a board of trustees. 

The officers at this date (January, 191 1) are: Rev. Hardcastle, presi- 
dent; J. L. Marks, secretary ; J. B. Griffith, treasurer, and Mrs. Margaret M. 
Stoddard, superintendent. The board of trustees are: Mrs. E. S. Ellsworth, 
Mrs. Robert Patten, J. B. Griffith, Rev. Hardcastle, J. L. Marks and R. A. 
Feist. 

During the past two years seventy to eighty patients have received treat- 
ment here each year. 

A small tax from the city due this year will materially aid the manage- 
ment, but outside of this small sum the hospital depends upon the outside for 
its support. The buildings are situated in a quiet, beautiful location, near 
Rock run, in the eastern portion of the city. 
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CARNEGIE-ELLSWORTH LIURARY. 

The following account is given of this library In the present librarian, 
Mrs. Florence CI. Anders: 

In October. 1878. about a dozen of the young ladies of Iowa Falls formed 
a reading circle which was known as the IX \V. C. society. These young 
ladies met frequently for mutual benefit and pleasure. They worked faith- 
fully for several years and by giving entertainments of various kinds, gathered 
together a collection of books which were loaned to the members under cer- 
tain regulations. In iS«i the library, consisting of four hundred volumes, 
was turned over to the Young Men's Christian Association, which had re- 
cently k-en organized, and these books formed the nucleus of our public 
library. 

About this time the ladies of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
made a proposition to the Young Women's Christian Association to keep a 
reading room in connection with the library open four evenings each week, 
the Young Men's Christian Association to furnish the janitor and the Wo- 
man's Christian Temperance Union the librarian for each evening, each or- 
ganization to furnish half of the fuel and light expenses - the books and the 
reading room to he free to even one. 

The proposition was accepted and this arrangement continued for several 
years. As a result of this work there grew an organization which began in 
1 No; as a regular corporation under the name of the Iowa Falls Library As- 
sociation. To this association the Young Men's Christian Association ten- 
dered their library and furniture, which was gratefully accepted. A stock 
company was formed and a library im\i\ created by selling shares to the 
amount of one thousand seven hundred dollars. This fund was added to at 
\arious times by small donations of money and by the proceeds of suppers, 
entertainments, etc. A small fee was charged for the privilege of taking 
1>ooks. Imt the reading room, which was maintained also, was open to the 
public entirely free. 

The library was kept open six hours each day for ten months in the 
year and three days each week through the months of July and August. 

0. R Chassell was the first librarian appointed. He held the position but 
one year, resigning in the spring of iS«/>. M r , Chassell was succeeded by 
Miss Lulu K. Osg ood. In August. 1 $07. Miss Osgood resigned and the place 
left vacant was filled by the appointment of Mrs. Florence (I. \nders, the 
present librarian. The names of those who were responsible for the success 
of this undertaking and constituted the hoard of directors of the libra rv asso- 
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ciation are as follows: \V. H. Woods, J. E. Farrington, George E. Courtney. 
Mrs. H. C. Miller. Mrs. L. E. Jones, Mrs. E. S. Ellsworth. Mrs. J. D. Stcere, 
Miss M. H. Bl.ss and Rev. T. M. Price. 

In 1898 the trustees decided to petition the city council to establish a 
free public library. In 1899 a tax was voted, a one and a half mill levy was 
set aside for library purposes. A board of trustees was appointed and the 
library, consisting of less than one thousand volumes, was formally presented 
to the city. In November. 1901. under the direction of Miss Tyler, secretary of 
the Iowa library commission, the library was reorganized on a systematic 
basis and the books classified and catalogued according to modern methods. 
In 1903 correspondence was had with Andrew Carnegie and he promptly 
donated ten thousand dollars for a library building upon the usual conditions. 
Tin's amount was supplemented by a large donation from E. S. Ellsworth. 
An ideal site was seemed by the city council and in May. 1905, our beautiful 
and substantial building was completed and furnished ready for use. 

During all this time the interest in the work of the library has steadily 
increased and has been shown, not only by the use of the library, but by many 
valuable gifts of books, etc. The ladies of the City Federation of Women's 
Clubs have been especially loyal to its interests and have donated several 
hundred dollars for the purchase of bonks. L'nder the careful management 
of the board of directors the library is now in a thriving and prosperous con- 
dition and is constantly growing in usefulness, h contains nearly four thou- 
sand volumes and maintains a good reading room equipped w ith about thirty- 
five periodicals. It has a well patronized children's room and a reference de- 
partment of several hundred well selected books. It is now regarded as a 
fixed factor in the local educational system, not only as touching the public 
schools and college students but it is constantly patronized by the several 
women's clubs of the city w ho»c membership quieklv recognized its value and 
assistance in all research work. The present members of the board of trus- 
tees are J. E. Farrington. president: Mrs. F. S. Ellsworth, vice-president:]. 
L. Welden. secretarv : Mrs. M. H. Bliss, Mrs. L. E. Jones. Mrs. W. E. Walker. 
Mrs. A. 11. Miller. E. W. Fatting. W. V. Shipley. 

Till. Mil. UNO IMMSTRY. 

From an early date. Iowa Falls has had notoriety as a milling center, 
hirst, the rapid falling waters of the Iowa river. ru>hing madly onward M 
the far-off sea. were caged up by the crude dam constructed by pioneer ben- 
jamin I. Talbott in 1853. and made to propel a -aw mill which cut much <>i 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



265 



the lumber used at an early day in the vicinity. Then Captain White bought 
tlie water-power and made many improvements, including the erect inn of a 
burr-stone grist mill, among the earliest ones in this part of the state. What 
was known as the Iowa Flouring Mill was erected in 1857 by Messrs. F.stes, 
Larkin & Stevens. It was a lime-stone building, more than four stories high 
and twenty -eight by forty feet in size. Originally, it had three central dis- 
charge water wheels and two run of mill-stones. As a custom mill, it sup- 
plied a vast amount of territory. It was patronized by the settlers scattered 
lure and there over the prairies as far west as Fort Dodge, as far ninth as 
central Wright and central Franklin counties, and east as far as New Hart- 
ford. I.lack Hawk county. Farmers used to come to mill at the •'balls" and 
so numerous were they that many times they were forced to remain several 
days before they could get their grinding done, paying hotel bills at the old 
W oods or Jones hotels. A w eek w as not considered a long time to make these 
semi-annual milling tours in. 

The gentlemen who erected these mills operate* 1 them until 1850 and 
then Robert Wright had charge of the property many years, he being one of 
the owners since 1862. The firm then became Fstcs, Woods & Wright. Sev- 
eral good dams were washed down stream in the history of the mill. In 1872 
improvements were made, including the introduction of new Fclipse water 
wheels and an additional run of burrs. Mr. Wright was an Englishman, who 
had mastered the milling trade in England, coming to Hardin county first in 

After the death of Messrs. Wood, Fstes and others, who had owned this 
property, it passed into the hands of Harp & Roberts, present proprietors, who 
hought the interests of the several heirs in 1802 and still operate the mill suc- 
cessfully. They also run the C. & X. W. elevator. 

In 1882 the roller system was installed and in 1898 the plansifter system 
added. One of the old original run of stones still docs work in the grinding 
of feed. although fifty -three years have come and gone since first placed in 
position in this mill. This is tbe oldest water mill in this section of Iowa, 
and where there used to be a do/en mills within a distance of thirty eight 
miles up and down the Iowa, from this point, now there are only two left. 

Listen to the water mill 

Through the livelong day. 
How the dirking of the wheel 

Wears the weary hour- away. 
Languidly the autumn wind 
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Stirs the withered leaves. 
In the field the reapers sing. 

Binding up the sheaves. 
But a proverb haunts my mind, 

And as a spell is cast ; 
That the mill will never grind 

With the water that has passed. 

A woolen mill was in operation at Iowa Falls in 1882, operated and 
owned by John death, he taking hold of the factory in December. 1881. 
The mill had been erected several years before and continued to run until 
the woolen mill industry was virtually swallowed up by the trusts and more 
improved plans of producing woolen fabrics. 

ITEMS OF I'Nl'SL'AL INTEREST. 

From an historic address before the Old Settlers' Association of Iowa 
Falls, by that ready writer and speaker. Marcus C. Woodruff, very many 
years ago, and which was published in a book more than twenty-five years 
ago. we take the libertv to extract many of the facts which here follow : 

Some time during the winter of 1855-50. Lyman F. Wisner and Joshua 
Sager came and at once procured a lot for a store. Wisner bought sonic land 
and became the largest land ow ner in all central low a. before his accidental 
death in the late eighties. These two young men were peddlers, using a one- 
horse shay for moving their merchandise from place to place. The following 
year thev erected a store building at Iowa balls, which store stood where the 
Si'iitiih'l office later stood. Among others who soon followed in the tide "t 
emigration was Moses Hatch and family, and his herd of cattle. His family 
consisted of himself, his wife and one daughter, the latter a tall, fair-haired 
girl of seventeen, in a green frock, ami riding one of the horses. In after 
years this girl became the wife of Mr. W isner. the first banker of Iowa I : aN>- 
The first hotel in the place, aside from the improvised one of Captain White, 
was kept by Alfred Woods and called the Western Hotel: it was built i' 1 
1857. Among the early inhabitants was I nele Jacob (ieorge. whose farm 
and pleasant home were widely known. Incle Jacob and his good wife were 
very pious people, the old lady in particular being a zealous and devoted 
Christian woman. They were stanch Methodists and were always reckoned 
among the strongest supporters of the church they loved, and the yellow- 
legged chickens they supplied to the clergymen were as numerous as the 
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flocks of the largest fanner* r< mndalw <ut. These devout parent* reared a 
large family of children, and the domestic circle. a> gathered together every 
evening in the unpretending cabin for worship, was its t df a respectable con- 
gregation. I have often seen the«c good Christian people thus reading in turn 
from the Scriptures and at the close of the chapter the old patriarch kneel in 
humility in the midst of the family group and supplicate heaven's mercy upon 
them all. and pledge themselves afresh to the service of the Divine Master. 

Within a year or two after Iowa Falls had a human habitation and a 
name, the population multiplied rapidly, and visions of the teeming future, 
full of promise and happiness, warmed our ambition into unwonted activity. 
Among the crop who came in a little later were William Church, the village 
blacksmith; J. K. Scnter. who tried to make Iowa Falls out of Georgetown: 
0. B. and A. E. Arnold; Delos Mott. now one of Hampton's largest farmers 
and capitalists (this was in 1883 when Mr. Woodruff wrote). I'ncle Heth P. 
Jones; Uncle Hen Holding, who won enduring fame by l>eating Buttolph in a 
swearing match ; Uncle Elijah Odell, the most exemplary saint the town ever 
knew; Alfred Woods and his pioneer hotel; Rev. Williston Jones, who erected 
the first church building on the town site ; W illiam E. Taylor, w ho long re- 
fused to conform to the eastern new-fangled custom of wearing boots and 
shoe>; and Billy Burgess, the omnibus proprietor of Iowa fame, who never 
missed a train or a meal of victuals and the father of numerous pairs of hand- 
some twins. He began as coach driver and wound up as proprietor of a 
coach line. 

The winter of 1856-57 was a peculiarly cold and stormy one. The 
quails and prairie chickens were frozen in great numbers, and the whole bird 
and brute creation suffered intensely. One day the stage driver from Fort 
Dodge reported a large herd of elk between Pilgritns Grove and Skunk Grove. 
The next morning a party of six or more men. armed w ith trusty rifles and a 
jug of Hardin county whisky, which froze the first hour out, started with 
sleighs after them. The mercury stood thirty degrees below zero, but the 
excitement of the chase did much to keep the men warm and from freezing 
later on. The party brought home fifteen elk, but this was not without its 
unpleasant features and the trip was often referred to by the members of the 
party, as having "paid dear for the whistle." 

Later, the same cold w inter, a w ild buffalo crossed the town plat of Iowa 
Falls, passing eastward across the public square, having been driven by the 
cold and hunger from the bleak plains of the Northwest. Doctor Foster 
seized his gun. and then commenced a foot race between the Doctor and the 
buffalo, each intent on something to eat. The Doctor pursued him with a 
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resolute purpose, as he ever did fever and ague rioting in t lie veins of a 
wretched patient. The butYalo was shot, presumably by the good physician! 
He said so. anyhow. 

cox flac.ua nox ok 1874. 

During the hot. dry month of July. 1S74. Iowa Falls was swept through 
it-> entire business portion by a very disastrous lire, which great lv crippled the 
struggling town and at a time when it could least endure the loss. Without 
going into detail concerning this hie. it certainly will be of interest to many 
who recall the calamity to read a few paragraphs from the ready pen of editor 
M. C Woodrutl. who then resided at Iowa 1 alls, and which runs thus: 

"To you who witnessed the destruction the spectacle was surely ap- 
palling. To see building after building swallowed up bv the flaming jaws of 
the insatiate monster, and whole blocks melting before the ticrv breath of the 
crackling and hissing destroyer, was a scene of terrific grandeur, which cannot 
but hold an eternal place in memory. And how vet more terrible ami endur- 
ing is such a spectacle when reflecting that the destruction was vonr own. Many 
of those buildings w ere shrines of pioneer memorv ; the speaking tokens of 
early struggles and hardships: memorials of early struggles with the untamed 
wilderness: the seal of consecration to this home of voung manhood and 
womanhood: the testimony of beckoning prosperity, which industrious hands 
had carved out of the possibilities that nature had planted here. They were 
given up w ith more regret and tears than the world will ever fullv know. But 
the energy which planted the settlement in primeval wilds, and hewed out 
such grand results, saw, even in this overwhelming calamity, only a fresh 
field for new struggles and victories, and the unfortunates at once set al>out 
the work of restoration. 1 w ill stop a moment to recall one peculiarly inter- 
esting incident of this great Iowa Falls fire. 

"While the wreck of homes and hopes was yet smoldering — the fire hav- 
ing died away for lack of anything more to destroy- a small, lone woman was 
seen to stand in the warm ashes of her home, sorrowfully surveying the 
calamity which had befallen her. House, barn, sheds, fences. — everything 
that the house contained, save the plain, work-day suit she wore — even the 
landmarks which told the boundaries of the homestead lot — lay in ashes at 
her feet. Here were the industry and frugality of toil — some years in ir- 
remediable wreck: even the little household gods — these, too. were a part ot 
the ruin which no mortal power could restore. 

"For a brief hour this houseless, homeless and penniless woman stood in 
the ashes of her former home; precious visions of years of comfort and bap- 
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pines* force themselves through her blinding tears, and the heart within her 
ached and throhhed with unavailing agony over the hlack ruin he tore her. 
Nothing was left her — not so much as a change of raiment; all. all was gone. 

"Rut hers was a brave soul. When relieving tears had done their 
natural office, the sighs and sobs had softened the heavy heart-ache w ithin 
her. she rose to her feet, turned her steps from the irrecoverable past, and 
with e<|iial fortittide and courage, began life anew. How her braverv has 
been rewarded, you know better than I. I simply know that, by dint of tire- 
less industry, noble courage, patient fortitude and heroic self-denial. Mrs. 
Agnes Jones has acquired another home. and. what more and better, has 
furnished to us and the world an example of womanly courage and heroism 
worthy to he embalmed in song and story." 

In conclusion Mr. Woodruff said to the old settlers assembled: 
"And now of Iowa Falls 1 find it difficult to speak in such terms of 
moderation as my relations here tonight require of me. I like it and its 
people too well to sit in critical judgment upon them. Here I stood at the 
very threshold of manhood, and resolved to make Iowa halls my permanent 
home. Here I brought a young and devoted wife, in whose patient and lov- 
ing companionship, twenty-one years have >ped by with living feet: here most 
of our children were born: up yonder, in your beautiful city of the dead, 
rests in his silent bed our first-l>orn babe, awaiting the summons of Him who 
>aid : 'Suffer little children to come unto me for of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven"; here an only sister and a dear old mother live, hallowing the spot, as 
only the name Mother can. Here are many of the friends of my earlier 
manhood, the grasp of whose hands and the kindling of whose eyes tell me of 
a friendship as pure as vour running brooks and as enduring as your rock- 
n'M)e(l hills. Kvery hill and vale, the rippling river, the bubbling springs, the 
hum of the old mill, the lively peals of the familiar school bell and the solemn 
tones of the church bells, all speak to me in tenderer sounds than I hear any- 
where else on earth." 

PRESENT TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

The present township officials are: Justice of the peace, J. Mallory; 
constable. C. H. Reynolds: clerk. L. W. Coleman: trustees. C. K. Mason. J. 
J. Hensing. J. V. Richtmeicr; assessor. M. F. Johnson. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

AI.DEN TOWNSHIP. 

Alden township i> located in the northwest part of Hardin county and 
comprises all of congressional township 89, range 22, and the west half of 
township 89, range 21. It is bounded on the north by Franklin county, on the 
south "by Umkeve township, extending also over that of portions of Ellis 
township. It is bounded on the east by Hardin township and on the west 
by Hamilton county. It took its name from Henry Alden, one of its first 
settlers. It now has a population of seven hundred and seventy-eight. 

PIONEER SETTLERS. 

Dr. John Craw ford, who came in 1851. effected the first settlement in 
this township, on section I. township 89, range 22. where he remained some 
time, but subsequently removed to Xebraska. 

The next .settler was Pleasant Jones, who came from the south part of 
Hardin county in the fall of 1852, locating on section 12. but years after- 
ward went to Missouri, first living in Guthrie county, this state. 

Thomas M. Bailey came the same season from Indiana, locating on sec- 
tion 12. The next year came J. L. 1 1 itt, from Indiana, settling on section 18, 
tow nship 89, range 21. He mov ed to Xebraska in 1866. 

Asher Holdcn. also an Indiana man, came in the fall of 1852, locating 
in section 20. township 89. range 21, w here he died in October of lung fever. 
He was buried on the southeast corner of the northeast quarter of section 12. 

In the spring of 1853 arrived from Indiana William Myers, who settled 
011 section 1. township 89. range 22. w here he died in 1863. He was buried 
in the old cemetery. His widow was the oldest person residing in the town- 
ship in 1883. 

Another settler of 1853 was Philemon Plummer, who came from Indiana 
in the spring of that year, locating on section 13. township 89, range 22. 
Eater he moved to Guthrie county, then to Missouri, and still later to Oregon. 

In 1854. the settlement of this township was increased by the settlement 
of Sumner Kemp, of Massachusetts, in company with Henry Alden, for 

Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



27I 



whom the township was named when it come to be fully organized. Kemp 
claimed a part of section 13. township 89, range 22. Alden located on sec- 
tion 18, in township 89. range 21. He died there in 1877. 
Other pioneer settlers in this township were as follows: 
William Myers, a native of Virginia, drove through to Alden township 
with an ox team in 1853, locating after their six weeks' trip on section 1, 
where his wife died in 1863. In 1883 ne was counted Alden township's oldest 
settler. 

John Barrett came in 1854 from Xew York and bought a quarter sec- 
tion of land in section 16, but his improvements were made at a later date. 

Of the founder of the town of Alden, Henry Alden, the village history 
will speak in detail. 

W. H. Footc came to Hardin county about April 1. 1855, and located on 
section 16 of Alden township. In the forties he established, in Wisconsin, 
what was called "Foote's Express." between Madison and Milwaukee. 

J. C. Sperry first came to Alden in 1856, then went on to Colorado and 
followed mining for five years, went back to his old home in Connecticut and 
again in 1865 settled in Alden. He married Mattic Love joy. 

Jesse Rogers (Deacon Rogers) came to Alden in 1856 and farmed until 
1870. Through his efforts, largely, the Congregational church of Alden was 
formed at an early day. He w as beloved by all who knew him. 

Martin Pritchard came to Alden in 1856 and opened the first blacksmith 
shop. He spent some years in Colorado and then returned to Alden to resume 
his old trade. He was the first township clerk of Alden township; was a 
mcmher of the board of county supervisors, under the old system; Nice-presi- 
dent of the Old Settlers' Society and held many local offices. 

Another settler of Alden township was Alden Catlin. a native of Massa- 
chusetts. He was by trade a carpenter and assisted in building the first house 
in the town of Alden. 

Franklin Draper came to Iowa Falls in 1855 and the year follow ing set- 
tled in Alden. In 1857 he moved his family to a farm on section 14, w here he 
died in 1880. 

Other very early settlers in Alden township were: Wilson R. Mason. 
RoU-rt M. Treat. J.'d. Whitney. G D. Pritchard. Lorcn Bumham. A. A. 
Havis and C. P. Johnson and Stephen Whited. The last named served as 
county auditor two <>r more terms. 
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PRESENT TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

The present ( 191 r ) officers of the township are: Justices of the peace. 
J. O. Tomlinson. 1*. H. Schaub: constables. O. J. Thomas. II. I'. Wilke: 
clerk. W. \V. Jones; trustees. Ceorge lleslop. A. M. Merrill. W. W. Fiske; 
assessor. J I. Tordoff. 

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION. 

Aldcn township w as organized in 1856. by the county judge and the first 
election was held at the house of Ceorge II. Xelson. April 7th. that year. The 
first officers were: Trustees. Sumner Kemp. Henry Alden, J. \V. Cowles; 
clerk. Martin Pritchard; justices of the peace. Lott Clover and James Hid- 
den : assessor. S. Flwood. 

FIRST EVENTS. 

The first marriage in the township was that uniting Charles Philo an<! 
Hannah P. Polden. July 1. 1856. They were married by Justice of the Peace 
Lott Clover. 

The first birth in this township was Charlotte, daughter of Dr. John 
Craw ford, in the w inter of 1852-53. 

The first death recorded in Alden township was Mary Ann. daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Myers. July 28. 1853. Her remains rest in the oM 
Alden cemetery. 

The earliest school taught in the township was by Martin Pritchanl in 
the winter of 1856-57. in a house built for such purpose, on section |X. town- 
ship 80. range 21. Jn 1880 there had come to be eleven good school ii>>u^ 
and pupils enrolled to the number of four hundred. 

The first religious service- in this township were held by the Disciples or 
Christian denomination, in the summer of 1853. by Philemon Plumnicr. who 
preached in a log house on section 18. to an overflowing; house. 

THE TOWN OF \LDEX. 

Henry Alden made the first settlement on the site of the thriving town 
of Alden. in June. 1854. driving through from X.iperv ille. Illinois, with an ox 
team, looking for a mil! site, intending to go into the milling business. In 
company with Sumner Kemp, both originally from Massachusetts, they jour- 
neyed north to near the Minnesota line, after crowing the Mississippi r:vr. 
When they crossed the Iowa riv er they met Thomas P.ailey. w ho told them ot 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



273 



fine, cheap land and a water-power down the stream at the present site of 
AMen, so they abandoned a plan they had entertained of going to Sioux City, 
and located in Hardin county. They at once put in a mill dam at Alden and 
put in a "flutter" wheel, and constructed a crude mill, Uncle Ben Talbot, of 
Rocksylvania, being their millwright. The mill-irons were hauled from 
Xaperville. Illinois. Soon after this Kemp retired and in 1855 the property 
passed to J. W. Cowles. who sold to Stephen Whited and he to Henry Alden. 
The saw mill was destroyed by high water in 1862. In 1859 the mill was 
bought by G. M. Woodbury, of Marshalltown, who that year improved the 
dam and put in grist-mill machinery. It was sold to George Rule, of Clinton 
county, in 1863, who. after another year, sold to William Sherrard, who made 
substantial improvements and retained it ten years. Then it passed to a Mr. 
Von Berg, of Galena, Illinois, who added a new stone dam and the following 
year sold the property to William Pagle. who in 1882 changed it into a mod- 
ern roller process mill. The old Alden mill was known far and near, and 
scores of farmers came with grists from over the broad prairies of Hamilton 
and Wright counties in the sixties to obtain their flour and meal. The mill, 
which now grinds seventy-five barrels per day, is owned by Hoskin & Bird- 
sail, who will add a fine cement dam the present year, 191 1. H. K. Schultr 
owned the mill a few years. 

A steam saw mill was put in operation on the Iowa river at Alden in 
1856 and cut all the native lumber used in that section of Hardin and Wright 
counties until 1873. when it was removed to Webster county. 

FLATTINGS OF TOWNSITE, ETC. 

The old town of Alden was laid out by Henry Alden in 1855, and was 
later styled Upper Town. In 1856, N. A. McClure & Company, of Dubuque, 
and Lott Clover, of Alden. platted Clover's addition and this was called 
Lower Tow n. The Central addition was laid out in 1857 by Raymond. Pea- 
body and Hawes, the land having been purchased of Henry Alden at one 
hundred dollars per acre. The 1857 financial crash materially injured the 
prospects and high hopes built up by the first dwellers of Alden, and many left 
for other points in the West. 

The first house was erected by Lott Clover in 1855. The first store from 
which merchandise could be procured was that opened in October, 1856. 
Taylor Brothers built a two-story building in 1857, near their saw mill, and 
it was occupied by Charles Schoenhals. The building was struck by lightning 
in August. 1857, and one end torn asunder, and two men were killed. Hoeing 
and Peters. The merchandise was all damaged except a piano. 

(18) 
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Ferguson & Young opened a general store in the autumn of 1857. This 
firm continued until iSOj, when it dissolved, and the business was carried on 
by Duane Young until 1868. 

Upon the establishing of a stage route from Cedar Falls to Fort Dodge, 
Aldcn was not included in the list of postoffices to be supplied. The first 
route run from Iowa Falls on the south side of the river, thence to Alvords 
and on by the way of Skunk (Rose) Grove, to Webster City. This continued 
until 1850. when the Allien citizens determined to have mail facilities, and a 
line was surveyed straight through to Webster City. One hundred and sixty 
dollars was raised and a bridge, such as it was, was placed over South Fork, 
and the road made fairly good for stage purposes. The Alden postoffice was 
established in 1855, Lott Clover being the first postmaster. Alden was made 
a special office, or rather the government did not undertake to supply the 
place with mail, but donated the net proceeds to pay a carrier, which sum 
amounted to less than three dollars per week. In this manner and by sub- 
scriptions the people of that community received their mail from Iowa Falls 
until September, 1857, when the new road was completed to Webster City 
and the Webster Stage Company commenced operating tri-weekly stages 
through Alden. In August. 1862, it was made daily until the advent of the 
railroad in the spring of 1869. Aldcn became a money order office in 1871, 
the first order being drawn by B. E. Dodson, in favor of W. II. Pool, of 
Eldora, for fifteen dollars. The persons who have served as postmasters at 
Alden are as follows: Lott Clover. Stephen Whitcd. Duane Young. A. B. 
Ferguson. J. Allen Spencer. L. H. Utley. Martin Pritchard. W. W. Jones, 
(osenh A. Button. 188:; until 1880, when he was followed bv Lvnian B. 
RodgefS and in 1803 Button again, serving till 1896, when Charles L. 
Ilartinger was appointed, serving to March. 1904. when the present postmas- 
ter was appointed. W. M. Cousins. There arc now five rural routes extend- 
ing out from Alden. which were established in about 190 2. The business of 
Al*lcn office in M)io amounted to S3.037.73. Xo robberies or fires have ever 
occurred in this office. 

IN CORPORATION MATTERS. 

By an act of the circuit court of Hardin county. Alden became an in- 
corporated place, the first election being held February 11. 1S79, when sixty- 
one votes were cast for and nineteen votes against the incorporation measure. 
The first annual election occurred March 17. 1879. w hen the follow ing officers 
wore elected: Mayor. M. J. Davis: recorder. W. W. Jones: assessor. H. F 
Tax lor: trustees. Ceorge Simpson. S. L. Pierce. L. Rummel. L. H. Utley, A. 
C. Whitney and J. M. Fisher. 
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The mayors who have served arc as follows: M. J. Davis, elected in 
1879: M. Pritchard. 1880: M. Pritchard. 1S81 ; M. Pritchard. 1882; \V. W. 
Jones. 1883: E. M. Crockett. 1884; William Keating 1885; John Hoskin. 
1886: E. XV. Crockett. 1887 to 1898: M. Pritchard. 1898 to 1900; J. A. 
Button. 1 900 to 1904; M. J. Furry. 1904 to 1906: William Keating. 1906 to 
ltjio: G. K. Stringer. 1910 to 191 2. 

The municipal officers now serving. January. 191 1. are: Mayor. 0. E. 
Stringer; T. J. Birdsall, treasurer; H. E. Button, clerk; councilmen. C. A. 
Frisbce, B. II. Hoskin. Dr. J. Johnson. O. B. Benshoof. F. L. Spencer; 
library trustees. John Hoskin, president; Mrs. George Bigelow. secretary; 
Mrs. John Hoskin. Mrs. A. M. Merrell. F. L. Spencer. Mrs. F. L. Spencer. 
Mrs. F. E. Furry. Dr. J. Johnson. H. E. Button. 

There is a town volunteer fire company, and they are aided by two hose 
carts and fifteen hundred feet of hose, with the usual number of ladders, 
hooks, etc. Since the water works were established in 1898. the town has 
suffered hut little loss. The town bonded itself for five thousand dollars for 
these works and have pumped water from the well near the river, by means 
of an electric and gas engine, but they are about to be supplied w ith water 
from the river by the milling company, who are to construct a cement dam 
and this will give a twelve- foot head by which ample power can be derived 
to propel both the water plant and the roller mills. The town still owes three 
thousand dollars on the water works. 

The town is brightly illuminated by an electric light system, the wires 
coming from the plant at Towa Falls, the Alden people having become heavy 
stockholders in the same. In this way almost every house in the town has 
electric lights, and the streets have lights stationed on alternate blocks, mak- 
ing a great contrast from the streets of Alden years ago, when mud and dark- 
ness made the streets next to impassable at night time. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS. 

T he first hotel built for Alden" was in 1855. by M. P. Roscncrans. The 
Central House was erected in 1869. by M. J. Davis. A large hotel was built 
>>y the Bear Brothers, in 1857, at a cost of six thousand dollars, afterwards 
known as the Spencer House. It has not been run for many years. 

Taylor Brothers were the pioneer grain elevator men of Alden. com- 
mencing in 1809. as soon as the Illinois Central road came, and in 1876 they 
had an elevator burned, containing thirteen thousand bushels. It was re- 



Digitized by Google 



-7 fl 



HAROIX COr\TV. IOWA. 



built with a capacity of twenty thousand husheN. Duanc Young also built a:i 
elevator in i8' g. which was sold to Richardson & Robertson. This \va> 
burned in 1876. but rebuilt. Jn 1880 it was sold to Simpson & Cousin. 

Early furniture dealer.- were Whitney & Willis, in 1868. 

The first drug store was established by P. B. Peck, in i860. This was 
kept in the first brick building built in Alden. the property of Henry A Men. 

The first wagon maker was one w ho became quite famous as a manufac- 
turer of vehicles. I.. Rummel. who opened in a small frame shop in 1S65 and 
in 1883 was employing twelve men. 

The first shoemaker came to Alden in 1856 and remained until the next 
summer. 

Taylor Brothers were the first to handle pine lumber in the town, in 
connection with the grain and kindred business. They had run the lumber 
business in 1856. The two brothers were partners a quarter of a century. 
Edward Taylor succeeding to the business. The two brothers put in a saw- 
mill in 1856 and sawed a few logs when the hardest of all Iowa w inters set in. 

The Bank of Alden w as established in June. 1873. by Xagle. Dinlsall & 
Company. 

The alxne has given a brief outline of the first business beginnings of 
the town of Alden. which is in 191 1 represented by the following business 
factors : 

Agricultural Implements — Wareham & Wareham. 
Banking — Bank of Alden. 

Furniture — A. T. Bushman. F. L. Spencer & Company. 
Hardware — B. J. Hoskin. H. E. Schultz. 

General Dealers— Fred L. Spencer & Company. Hoskin & Pritchard. 
Whitney & Cox. 

Drugs— O. F. Wagner. Jaeger & Ries. 

Creamery — Alden Co-operative Creamery Company. 

Roller Mills— Hoskin & Birdsall. 

Newspapers — A Idcn Times. 

Hotels— J. T. Hiday, F. L. Richardson. 

Livery — George W. Groner, John Laird. 

Lumber— W. J. Attwool. Miller & Erisbee. 

Grain— O. S. Benshofif, T. J. Birdsall. 

Physicians— Drs. J. W. David. Jonathan Johnson, Frank Siedenburg. 
Dentist— T. H. Hum. 
Millinery — Hansen Sisters. 
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Jewelry — X. \V. Ries. 
Attorney— H. E. Button. 

Blacksmiths — F. F. Hesslingcr. S. L. Walton. 
Live Stock — T. J. Birclsall. Benshoff & Simpson. 
Telephone — Alden Mutual Company. 

THE SILENT CITY. 

The first burying place in Alden was on section 13. where many of the 
first settlers were laid away to their long rest. It was nev er regularly platted. 
In 1878 the Alden Cemetery Association was organized, with George II. Rich- 
ardson as president. Land was bought adjoining the old burying ground by 
the township of Alden, and donated for cemetery uses. The first interment 
was Walter Massey, son of S. M. Massey, who was drowned in the Iowa 
river. The grounds have been nicely kept and with the return of each spring- 
time the sacred mounds are bedecked with flowers and the little mounds car- 
peted with green. Within this sacred enclosure are at rest many of the good 
citizens of Alden and vicinity. 

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

Alden has one of the five Grand Army posts of Hardin county. It is 
Whitcomb Fairbanks Post No. 436, named for the first soldier who gave up 
his life in the Civil war from Alden. He fell at Shiloh, where, refusing to 
surrender, he was pierced through and through by rebel bayonets. This post 
was formed in 1888 by thirty-three old veterans. There have been sixty-three 
on the rolls, but they have died or removed until only eighteen arc now left. 
The meetings are not regular, but the charter is still in force and on Memorial 
day and other occasions they rally "around the old flag once again." The 
first commander of this post was Dr. J. W. David and the present commander 
is John Hoskin. Twenty-four comrades are buried in the Alden cemetery. 

For an account of lodges, churches and schools, see general chapters un- 
der respective headings. 

HENRY ALDEN. 

Henry Alden. the founder of the town of Alden. for whom it was 
named, was born in Ashfield, Massachusetts, in 1801. While there he was 
engaged in farming pursuits, and in 1841 he came to DuPage county. Illinois. 
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remained a short time, then returned to Massachusetts. In 1854 he came 
W'e-4 as far as Xapcrville. Illinois, and in June, 1854. in company with Sum- 
ner Kemp, came to Iowa. locating at Alden. He entered the land where now 
stands the town of Alden. and began the erection of a mail and laid out a 
town. From the time of his arrival he entered into the building up of a town 
with much zeal, sparing neither time nor muney to make it an ideal place in 
which to live. He did all in his power to induce settlement. He was very 
public spirited and gave much of his means that others might he benefited 
thereby. His favorite quotation was; "An honest man is the noblest work of 
God." His chief aim in life seemed to be to prove his own nobility. He was 
gathered to the reward of the truly just and upright, in 1877, passing from 
the scenes of this life in the month of September, when the leaves were turn- 
ing to amber and gold. His family consisted of wife and seven children. 
Mrs. Alden died in February of the same year in which he died. 
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ELDORA TOWNSHIP. 

The township in which is situated the county seat, Eldora, is also named 
Eldora, and comprises congressional township 87, range 19. It is located 
south of Clay township, bounded on the cast by Grundy county, on the south 
by Union township and on the west by Pleasant township. It contains the 
usual thirty-six sections of land and is a most excellent farming section. The 
Iowa river flows through the western portion of this township and provides a 
wide, beautiful and very fertile valley. Land has come to be worth from one 
hundred dollars to two hundred dollars per acre in this neighborhood. The 
Iowa Central and Northwestern railways both pass through this township, 
crossing one another at Eldora. 

ORGANIZATION. 

When Hardin county was organized in the spring of 1853 there were but 
two townships, Morgan and Latham, and Eldora was then included in Latham 
township. The first business of County Judge Alexander Smith was to create 
townships for the new county. Township 87, range 19. and the east half of 
township 87, range 20. was set off and called Eldora civil township. Subse- 
quently Pleasant township was cut off from the west. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

To have been the first settler in so goodly a section of the county as 
Eldora township is now known to be, is indeed an honor not held by mam- 
Iowa citizens. This fell to the lot of Samuel Smith, who came to these parts 
in 1850, late in the autumn, after the frosts had cut their first swathe over the 
blooming prairies and wild forest. Nature seemed at her best, and quiet per- 
vaded the gently winding banks of the pretty Iowa. Mr. Smith had come in 
the spring of the same year with his father. Samuel Smith, Sr., and brother, 
Alexander Smith, stopping in LInion township during the summer. In the 
meantime the junior Smith made his selection of land, claiming the north- 
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east quarter of section 29, of what is now known as Eldora township. There 
he built a comfortable cabin and moved into the same in the fall, thus becom- 
ing the first settler within the township, as now described. 

Other very early settlers in this township were Jonathan Conger, R. L 
Parker, Jacob Davis, F. B. Stout, I. Zeiger, Mortimer Hulbert, Samuel R. 
and Jonathan Edgington, S. B. Moran. J. D. Putnam and possibly a few 
others. Year after year the prairie and timber lands of this township were 
taken up by actual settlers who desired to build for themselves good homes 
of a permanent character, and how well they succeeded can be observed by 
one as he drives over the township now, sixty years after the first rude log 
cabin home was established by pioneer Smith. 

Eldora township has the honor of being the scat of the first school house 
within Hardin county, and also for having taught the first term of school. A 
log house was built in the summer of 1853, two and a half miles southwest of 
present Eldora city, on what came to be known as the Conger farm. For 
more concerning the educational features of the township, see Educational 
chapter. 

The first religious services in the township were also held in the log 
school house just mentioned. Rev. J. R. Low ranee, of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian faith, was the preacher in charge. A church of this denomination 
was organized in 1853 (see Church chapter). 

What was styled by early historians in this county as "representative 
men" of Eldora township were given as: Junius A. Furman, S. W. Tash, 
Henry Tolman (the pottery maker). John X. Gerhart. I. X. Hunter, John 
Hall, Watson B. Ackles, Edwin Gilchrist. Otis Hall, Reuben Billings, Henry 
Jackson. George Emerson. Clifton Clark, John Graham. Garrett Van Voorhes, 
S. W. Boyd. Theophilus S. Hudson. Edward Estabrook and Henry F. Follett. 

tow ns and villages. 

By a reference to the list of village plats in the general chapters of tin's 
volume, it will l»c observed that Eldora township has had several, including 
Xenia. Bunker Hill City and Eldora. 

Xcnia was platted June 1. 1857. by Robert Allison, deputy county sur- 
veyor, on land owned by John Parham. It ua< situated <»n the southwest 
quarter of section j8. township 87. range 1 <). It was ton near t<> Eldora to 
ever amount to much, although at one time a llourishing \ illage. with a general 
store, blacksmith shop, wagon shop, a fine mill, and about a score of building- 
In the hamlet had dwindled down to the mill an<j. a half dozen Iu-uh-. 
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The government discontinued the postoftice there in the sevenths. The village 
was possessed of a fine school, hut the place is now only a tiling of memory. 

Bunker Hill City, another defunct village of Kldora township, was 
platted in the fall of 1S56 by the Bunker family, which family consisted of a 
mother, five sons and several daughters. They are said to have heen anything 
but good citizens, hut had a notion that they might reap a reward hy selling 
town lots, as some of their neighbors had done, so they engaged in the "paper 
town" enterprise, naming it after their own family name, not after Hunker 
Hill of Massachusetts fame. The place is described in the plat records as 
being the south half of the southwest quarter of section 13, township 87, 
range 19. The plat was handsome, but never materialized or attracted busi- 
ness men. Later the land was owned by Gardner Spencer and A. Tucker, 
and long years ago w as legally vacated. 

TOW NSHIP OFFICERS, I9II. 

Justice of peace. C. F. Miller; constable, B. W. Xcwby; clerk, L. S. 
Whiting; trustees, Thomas Megan. A. Modlin, J. R. Horner; assessor, \V. F. 
Ruxton. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

ETNA TOWNSHIP. ! 

!v 

Etna is the extreme northeastern township in Hardin county, comprises 
congressional township 89, range 19, and is a beautiful rolling prarie country, 
well watered in the southwest portion by the Iowa river. The three railroads 
which traverse its territory are fully described in the railroad chapter in this 
volume. The population of this township, in 1905, exclusive of the town of 
Ackley, was one thousand four hundred a id eighty-one. It was one of the 
original ten townships organized in the county, and was set off by the county 
judge before the organization of the supervisor system in the state. 

FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 

The date of the first settlement in Etna township was in 1853, when 
Thomas Humphreys, Ichabod Lathrop, Daniel Richardson, David Hawk and 
Thomas E. Shumway laid claims to land within its borders, and erected for 
themselves cabins. In 1882 only one of these pioneer survived, Ichabod 
Lathrop. 

The settlement in 1854 was increased by the advent of William P. Hays, 
Adam Frantz, Michael Ryan, Amos Sawyer and Augustus Leiser. The last 
mentioned met death by being kicked by a horse June 9, 1882. 

In 1855 came A. G. Barnum, J. Barnum, Samuel Smith. Joseph Strahorn. 
John Albert is and John Strotser. Before 1880, the township had more actual 
settlers than any other township in Hardin county. 

Ichabod lathrop, who settled on section 34, in July, 1853. was of New 
England stock, but was a native of Genesee county, New York. He finally 
moved to Iowa and owned two hundred and forty acres of valuable farming 
lands. He was a highly successful agriculturist, a prominent Republican and 
a pillar in the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Herman Eggers, a native of Germany, born in 18 18, came to America in 
1848 and remained in New York five years working in a sugar refinery. He 
came as far west as Illinois in 1853 and to Etna township in 1854, settling 
on section 35. 

Solomon Clover, prominent among the pioneer band of this township- 
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located on section 27. May 31, 1855, and there purchased four hundred and 
twenty acres of land, now the most valuable in the township. He lost his 
thousand dollar house in 1862 by fire, but soon rebuilt. He gave to his chil- 
dren all but a little more than a hundred acres of his landed estate. 

A. Bongar, another thrifty German, was numbered among the settlers 
who braved the prairie wilds of Etna township in 1855, having lived in his 
native land until a1x>ut that date. In 1880 he gave the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern railroad (now Rock Island) seven acres of his land, thus 
securing a station known now as Cleves. 

Another 1855 pioneer was Joseph Strahorn, who purchased five hundred 
acres of land before coming to this country, but of this he gave his sons three 
hundred and forty acres. He died in 1876, owning a quarter section farm in 
Etna township. He was a native of Chester county, Pennsylvania, born in 

1805. 

IMPORTANT EVENTS. 

The first birth in Etna township was Martha, daughter of Daniel Rich- 
ardson and wife, September 7. 1854. She became the wife of Edwin Bedford, 
who settled on section 22. 

The first marriage in this township was August Leiser to Mary Ann 
Humphreys, August 5, 1855. Rev. E. C. Crippen officiated at their marriage. 
She died in 1880. and he was killed by a vicious horse two years later, both 
being buried at Hazel Green cemetery. 

The first death in the township was Thomas Downs, who was frozen to 
death March 22, 1856, the hard winter mentioned by old-time settlers. The 
next to die was Thomas E. Shumway. in June, 1856, of lung fever. He was 
the first person to be buried within Etna township. 

The first school house in this township was built in the winter of 1864- 
65, of hewed logs, by the people of the neighborhood, each one contributing 
either work, timber or cash. It stood on the southwest corner of the south- 
west quarter of the northwest quarter of section 34. on land owned by Ichabod 
Lathrop. The first term of school was taught, however, in the summer of 
1855. by Martha George, who taught twenty-one pupils. 

The first religious services in Etna township were held at the home of 
David Hawk, on section 34, in November, 1853, by Elder Crippen. the well- 
known Methodist preacher. 

Representative citizens of this township were spoken of in the early 
eighties as these: Frederick Kelocow, a German settler; Robert P. Wilson, 
native of Pennsylvania; John Windecker, of Wayne county, Xew York; Mar- 
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tin E. Ryken, of Holland, who became a land ow ner with tour hundred acres 
in this township; Herman Reitsmeyer, of Prussia, born 1829, came to America 
in 1853 and to Hardin county in 1807; James B. Hathaway, of section 31, a 
native of Vermillion county, Indiana, born in 1839, was a member of an Illi- 
nois regiment during the great Civil war. 

Samuel Patten, born in Stephenson county, Illinois, in 1848, enlisted as a 
mere boy in the Union army in 1864, was imprisoned at Andersonville prison 
pen seven months; he came to Hardin county in 1869. 

William Stiarwalt was born in Ohio, 1820, learned the carpenter's trade 
and came to Iowa in 1858, locating first at Earlville, coming here in 1870, lo- 
cating on land which later he succeeded in platting as Abbott Station. He be- 
came station agent and express agent at that point, as well as postmaster. 

THE TOWN OF ACKLEY. 

Beautifully situated on the Beaver creek, a tributary of the Cedar river, 
is the thriving town of Ackley, within one of the fertile garden spots of the 
great Northwest. It was surveyed and platted in 1857, for a company com- 
posed of William J. Ackley, Henry L. Huff, Robert P. Parriott, Abigail Par- 
riott, A. J. Parriott and Matilda Parriott. This plat was duly recorded on the 
records of Hardin county, December 12, 1857. 

When the proprietors platted this town it was believed that within a short 
time the railroad from Dubuque west would be within the new village site, 
but the financial panic of 1857 thwarted all plans and blighted all their san- 
guine hopes — another decade must be endured before the iron horse was to 
be prancing through her streets ! The war for the Union came on and all 
attention to the building up of new towns was absorbed in the one issue, "We 
must preserve the Union." Practically speaking, Ackley, named after one of 
its proprietors, was but a paper town for at least eight long years. All of the 
original proprietors sold out and Mr. Ackley was sole owner of the plat. This 
became a fortune to him, as the sequel proved. The Burns and Foster addi- 
tion made later also proved a happy hit for the proprietors. 



FIRST COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. 



Jesse C. Foster, a native of North Carolina, located in the grove hard by 
the town plat in 1863, and there opened the first general store. As the country 
settled up. he drew a large, paying trade and continued there until the advent 
of the Dubuque & Sioux City railroad, when all enterprise was being centered 
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on Ackley. proper, when he had the foresight to move to the Main street of 
the plat and there, on the north side, erected a store building. Jn>t he fore the 
road was finished from Aplington. Carton & Joseph began the erection of an 
elevator, which was. in fact, the tirst structure erected on the plat. William 
Francis completed the first building on Main street, and put in a stock of gen- 
eral merchandise, making him the pioneer dealer in Ackley. an honor indeed, 
when one looks hack over the rears of the sprightly city's history. There is. 
however, another version of the "first merchants" ami it is probably correct. 
That is. that the first store was conducted by Secrist & Mershon. in the spring 
of 1865. It was located in the same block where later stood the German 
Methodist church, and where it is stated they remained until the autumn of 
that year. 

M. Burns, who had long been engaged in the lumber trade at Cedar 
Falls, believing in the future of Ackley. established a lumber yard here. He 
hauled over a hundred thousand feet of pine lumber from Aplington over al- 
most impassable roads, a distance of more than ten miles. A Mr. F.ggert also 
started a lumber yard about the same date. J. S. Xye. an early settler, soon 
built a fine store building and engaged in the hardware trade, and the writer 
well recalls selling goods to him away back in the seventies and eighties. 

John Rath, for many years so well known as a business factor and banker 
at Ackley. got his start in the commercial world here. He was in the employ 
of Mr. Burns in his lumber yards at Ackley. and rose to the dignity of a 
partner in that business, and later owned the entire business. 

In the month of September. 1865. Ackley had but a few houses, but at the 
close of that year they boasted of five good stores, three grain warehouses, 
two lumber yards and several good residences. During the next two or three 
years the place grew rapidly. It never had a real western town boom, but has 
always kept growing in keeping with the development of the surrounding 
farming community, of which there is none more productive in the state of 
Iowa, and none better tilled by thrifty farmers, both American and German. 

FIRST THINGS. 

Let it be remembered that the first store-house in Ackley was erected by 
William Francis. 

The first grain elevator was by Carton & Joseph. 

The first livery stable was established at Ackley by George Lyman. 

The first physician was Doctor Ghrist. 

The first furniture was sold by A. F. Meyer. 
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The fn-t jeweler \\a> K. P. Ripley. 

The fir>t birth in the town was George A., son of Judd Bradley, in 
November. 1865. 

The first death was that of Sarah Xewell. daughter of B. Xewell, whowa? 
buried in the Acklcy cemetery. 

The first brick Mock was built in 1809. by Dr. W. H. Roberts, who row 
ducted a drug store in the same. 

Judd Bradley erected the fust dwelling in the place. 

The first load of wheat brought to Acklcy market was October 16, 1865. 
the same being purchased by John A. Carton. 



Long before Acklcy was projected a postofiice named Fontaine, with 
Miner Gallop as the first postmaster, was established in this vicinity. Shortly 
before it was moved to Ackley. Joseph C. Knowles was postmaster and be- 
came the first postmaster in the new village. The change to Ackley was ef- 
fected in the autumn of 1865, just after the completion of the railroad to the 
place from the east. From that date on it has been known as Ackley postofiice. 
the old name having been dropped. Ackley became a money order station in 
1 87 1. Coleman P. Cain chew order Xo. 1. amounting to two dollars, in 
favor of parties in Boston. Massachusetts. The business of the Ackley money 
order office during the last year amounted to $3,391. It has six free rural 
deliveries extending out into the surrounding country, the first being established 
in 1900. 

The following have served as postmasters at Ackley : Joseph C. Knowles. 
who continued until he was let out by President Andrew Johnson, in 1867. 
when Julius Hoffman was appointed, and server! until President Grant ap- 
pointed E. P. Ripley, who held the office until February, 1879, being suc- 
ceeded by William Francis, the pioneer merchant. Then came these post- 
masters: E. Ci. Higgins, 1886; A. \Y. Jamison. 1890; August Xeunian. 
1894 ; S. D. Rrenning, 1899, the present incumbent. It is now a third-class 
office. This office has been fortunate in never having loss by fire or robbery. 



Ackley is now a "town." It became incorporated as such in 1869. with 
the following as its first officers: William Francis, mayor; William H. R° b ' 
erts. recorder : E. S. Ensign, F. Eggert. IT. Trainor. J. S. Xye and E. J. Hig- 
gins. trustees; John DiJler. marshal; John A. Carton, treasurer. 



ro.STOFFICE HISTORY. 



MUNICIPAL INCORPORATION. 
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The following have served as mayors since the town was first incorpor- 
ate*! : W illiam Francis. 1869-71 ; Winthrop Uyer, 1871-72; William Francis. 
1X72-73 ; M. F. Obrccht, 1873-75. when he died; E. S. F'risign, June, 1875 to 
March. 1877; John Rath. 1877-79; \Y. V. Allen, 1879-80; J. H. Reese. 1880- 
Si: S. Huh. 1881-82; \V. II. Bennacker. 1882-83; J. Scaton Kelso, 1883-84; 
1. II. Scales. 1884; T. G. Tiddens. 1885: J. C. Lusch, 1887-1892; J. S. Rob- 
erts. 1892-1901 : D. Eiler. 1902- 1906: J. S. Roberts. 1906-1912. 

Tlie iminicipal officers in 191 1 are: Mayor, J. S. Roberts: J. B. Rleeker, 
W. P. I'lossa. William Bush. F. G. Gocttcl. H. A. Carstens. councilmen ; mar- 
shal. C. H. Pcpperling; city physician, C. W. Yroom : treasurer. S. Y. Egbert; 
a«e>sor. August Xenman. 

In 1906 John Rath donated the small electric plant he had to the town 
and they have greatly added to and improved it. It had been established as a 
private plant in 1894. 

The water works is a private concern, that leases to the city. It was 
established in 1894. ■ 

The fire company of Ackley is an old volunteer body of men. who give 
their services. They are aided by a hose cart, hand engine and the city 
In drams. 

I. C. Lusch donated to the town the fine park site in 1892 and it has been 
Wautified by many shade trees and generally improved. It is the pride of the 

tow It. 

The milling interests of Ackley commenced in 1870. when the Ackley 
Steam li ming Mills were erected. This was a three-story, forty by sixty-foot 
hnil.ling. with four run of stones, propelled by a forty-five horse-power en- 
gine. Je>se Fo>ter built this mill at a cost of thirteen thousand dollars. In 
1K74 it was purchased by William Roosexelt. It is now the property of Roose- 
u'lt Brothers, who do an extensive business. 

I'd. 11. Mix Post Xo. 311. Grand Army of the Republic, was organized 
in the early eighties, but with removals and deaths has been reduced to about 
seventeen member*, who seldom meet. Decoration day in Ackley has always 
heen maintained by the efforts of these old veterans, who plan the interesting 
program annually, and the populace from far and near come into town that 
d.iv. an<l the stores and shop* all close. 

The hotel historv of Ackley i> one with considerable interest attached 
thereto. For more than a \ear after the town began to show signs of real 
activity, the old Fontaine postoftice building was the only place the weary 
traveler coiild find lodging and something to sustain the natural w ants at meal 
time. The G raw ford House was erected in 1800. but w ithin a few years this 
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hotel was burned. R. Bolander's Ackley House came in next as a stopping 
place, and a good cheerful place it was. too. 

The third hotel was the unfortunate Bolar House, erected in 1870. at n 
co-t of twenty thousand dollars, and was called the finest hotel in all north- 
western Iowa. 'Within a >hort time after it was opened to the traveling pub- 
lic, it was burned to the ground. Two lives were lost in this sad fire. Nest 
were built the Revere, Central and Commercial hotels, the first named being 
in all ways a first-class hotel, for the western country. The Revere served 
well its day and was finally torn down and on the site now stands one of 
Ackley's best residences. The old-time hotels have all disappeared and today 
the Hotel Ackley. built a do/en or more years ago by a stock company, is the 
only first-class hotel in the town. There are two other houses of the dollar-a- 
day type. 

PKIISFNT TOW N SI I IP OFHCKKS. 

The present (1911) township officers arc: Justices of the peace, John 
Bleeker, \V. A. Young: constable. F. J. Schrader. J. H. Chbcn : clerk. W.J 
Sconrick; trustees. Den Bleeker. Jake Bleeker: assessor, H. Strahorn. 

VILLAGE OF ABBOTT. 

This village was laid out by the construction company 01 the Iowa (Vi- 
tral railway, on sections ^4 and 35. in 1870. It ha^ never materialized into a 
large trading center, it being too elo>ely surrounded by otlier towns of nuioi 
more importance. The first store here was opened in 1871. by Willian 
Stiarwalt. An elevator was built in 1880. A potoffice was secured in I'Sp- 
with the first merchant as postmaster. The hamlet had only forty inhabitant*- 
in 1880. In 1004 it had fifty people. Its business was carried on largely by 
the following persons: Hotel. \Y. T. ( ireen : Cenner <K: Johns, stock shipped 
Wav- Johnson-l.ec Company, ^rain dealers: W'ickert & Ziellcr. general mer- 
chandise. 

VILLAGE OF CI.F.VF.S. 

The \ 'illage of Cleves. about a mile to the southeast of Abbott, and a 
station point on the Rock Tsland road, is on section 36. It was platted :n 
1880 by the railroad company, and an addition made by X. Bonier, in 1881. 
A postoffice was secured here in August. 1881. w ith K. Arends as postmaster 
Martin Brothers, dealers of Ackley. opened the first store at this point in 
1 88 1. In 1880. Lusch. Carton & Company erected an elevator. The village 
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now has a population of about one hundred, with the following business in- 
terests represented in 1904. according to the State Gazetteer: Agricultural 
implements. A. Gerdes: blacksmith. H. Hartman ; grain dealer. Martin Jans- 
sen; lumber and stock, King & Janssen ; general dealers. John Koolinan. H. & 
J. Meyer. 

The postoffice was established as stated, in 188 1. It has no rural routes 
as vet, but was made a money order station in 1902. Three mails arrive 
daily. The office is of the fourth class. The postmasters have been E. 
Arends, Herman Goettell. George Bleeker, John Koolinan and Simon Janssen. 

THE VILLAGE OF ROBERTSON. 

Robertson is situated on section 19. on the line of the Rock Island rail- 
way, southwest from Ackley, and was platted by a company. The first store 
was opened here by A. Risse in 1880. The follow ing year an elevator was 
erected by A. A. Robertson and a blacksmith shop put in operation by A. 
Doan. A postoffice was secured in 1880. but no mail received until 188 1. 
A. Risse was appointed first postmaster. 



'10, 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



KI.LIS TOWNSHIP. 
(Uy Lois Oviatt McMillen.) 

Kllis township lies in the northwest quarter of Hardin county, its south- 
east corner being the county's center, and. like most of the townships of Iowa, 
it contains thirty-six square miles of the earth's surface. It is officially de- 
scribed as township 88, range 21 west of the fifth principal meridian. The 
correction line forms its northern boundary. 

The south fork of the Iowa river is its only stream of water. This en- 
ters from the west, two and one-half miles south of the northwest corner, 
and flows, with numberless turnings, nearly across it. passing out into Tip- 
ton township a mile west of the southeast corner. Along this creek are sev- 
eral fine mineral springs and many acres of heavy timber. The rest of the 
land is rolling prairie, the soil a rich black loam. 

FIRST SKTTLERS. 

This township was first settled in 1854. by Miles Manning, who, with 
his wife and children, located in the edge of the woods on section 20. Only 
a few weeks Inter Henry Cooper came with his family and pre-empted a 
part of section 18. which he continued to own until his death, in 1009. and 
where the family always lived, except for a few years spent in Kansas. This 
land is still the property of his heirs. 

Allen Downs also made a home this year a little farther down the creek 
on section 2<). He died there in April. 1855. This was the first death in the 
township. Joshua Allen then became owner of this place and lived there 
several years with his wife and five children. He was a United Brethren 
preacher, whose eccentricities are not yet forgotten. This family later went 
to Missouri and all trace of them is lost. 

During the year 1855 several others settled along the creek. Of these 
we have the names of George Ihirdick. William Ford. Ebenezer Gould. Sid- 
nev Peck and lames lVck. Xanthus Kennedy also came this year, accom- 
panied by hi- three -ous. Rezin. Milton and Daniel. Thev soon became own- 
ers of many acres of hnth timber and prairie land. Rezin Inn ing the home ot 
Mr. Manning, the first settler, as a part of his farm. The Manning family 
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then left this vicinity and settled again on the Coon river, near the present 
site of Perry. Xanthus Kennedy and his wife have long since passed away. 
None of the family remain here but Rezin. lie had been married just be- 
fore coming to Iowa. He made their home on section 30, where they still 
reside, on their fine three-hundred-acre farm. Here five children were born 
to them. March 8, 191 1, was their fifty-sixth wedding anniversary. Daniel 
White pre-empted the northeast quarter of section 9 and built a house in 
March. 1856. This was the first building on the prairie. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The township was organized early in the year 1856. This organization 
included two congressional townships, and reached to the west line of the 
county and was named in honor of Judge Ellis Parker, of Eldora. 

The first election was held at the house of Henry Cooper and these men 
eleded to office: Sidney Peck and Xanthus Kennedy, justices of the peace; 
George Burdick, X. S. Kennedy and Rezin Kennedy, trustees; Milton Ken- 
nedy, assessor; L. T. Beard, clerk. The other men who voted at this elec- 
tion were James Peck. Ebenezer Gould, William Crist, Henry Cooper, Henry 
Betz, Frederic Haverling, William Ford. P. O. Fenix, Miles Manning, James 
Manning and John Snider. 

Other families came that year of 1856. Thomas Xott built his house on 
section 27. J. M. B. Oviatt. J. A. Conklin, R. F. McLearn made their homes 
on the prairie, on sections 8 and 9. 

EARLY EVENTS. 

Sometime in July, 1856, a Sunday school was organized by Fabian 
Beard, who was chosen superintendent. A little later the same summer, the 
Rev. Mr. Hocomb. pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church at Eldora. formed 
the first church organization at the home of J. M. B. Oviatt. The members 
of this class were Mr. and Mrs. Oviatt, their two daughters, Mary and Lydia 
Lucretia, Mrs. Jane Cooper, Mrs. Margaret Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Peck. 

Another important item in the history of this township was the birth of 
the first white child. This was on Xovcmber 6. 1856, when Nathanial C. 
Crockett was born in the family's new home on section 35. He grew and 
prospered, married and was the father of two children before he left the 
township for another home. 
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The first marriage to take place in the township was that of 
Daniel White and Lvdia L. Oviatt, who were married by Sidney Peck, justice 
of the peace. March 13. 1857. They began housekeeping in his home on sec- 
tion 9, where they have lived continuously ever since, a larger and mole modern 
house occupying the site of the fust one. Here they have raised a family of 
nine children and up to this date (1911), death has never claimed a victim 
from this family or from the family of any of their children. 

Sylvester Axtell settled on section 27, in 1857. and began what has since 
developed into a fine farm home. Mrs. Axtell died some years ago. hut all 
their six children still live in this vicinity, the youngest son, Orin, on the old 
homestead; the older son, Sylvester, Jr.. lives on the farm adjoining. Mr. 
Axtell making his home with his youngest daughter. Mrs. Robert Caine. 

During the summer of 1858, \V. R. Coppock built what was then the best 
house in the township, on section 8. I le and his wife were both fine musicians 
and brought with them the first piano. This house is still standing and is 
occupied by the present owner. II. J. Ellis. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The first school was in a little log house built for the purpose by the 
Kenned v brothers, on section 19. a few rods south of the present site of Asa 
Gilbert's house. Miss Roseline Rice, of Alden. was the first teacher. This 
was in the summer of 1858. There were about twenty pupils enrolled, some 
of them walking a distance of three miles. 

G. L. Morriell was the teacher there the follow ing w inter. For several 
vears this sehoolhouse was the place of all public meetings, either of a religious 
or political nature. Miss Rice was afterwards married to James Mitchell, of 
Iowa Falls. She and her husband are lx>th buried in the Iow a Falls cemetery. 
Their two sons, William and Frank, still live near that city. 

A steam saw mill was built this same year by Crouse cv Harper on the 
south side of the creek, section 28. Another was erected several years later 
bv D. J. Kimball farther up the creek on section 19. 

No one who lived in Iowa through this stage of her development, ever 
forgot the menace of the rattlesnakes all through the summer, or the piercing 
winds and drifting snows of w inter, but. save the ever-present consciousness 
of possible danger from the Indians, the foe most feared was prairie fire. As 
soon as the early frosts had killed the grass, a strip was plowed or burned 
around the buildings, and though hay stacks, hay-covered sheds, and even 
grain were sometimes burned, there is no record of any house or any human 
life being lost in this way. 
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The nearest approach to a tragedy was on October i, 1S59. when Robert 
Caraway, with his wife and child, walking home from a neighbor's, were met 
by a prairie fire, which was swept tow ards them by a heavy w ind. Mr. Cara- 
way held the baby inside his coat and said to his wife. "Hold fast to me and 
keep behind." hut when the flames swept over them, taking her breath, making 
her frantic with pain and fear, she released her hold, turned and ran with the 
fire. For a moment he could not see her for the encircling flames rose far 
above their heads, then passed 011 leaving a hot and smoking plain of black 
desolation. With the baby still in his arms, he tore the burning clothing from 
her. It was said, only her wool undergarments saved her life. She recovered 
after weeks of suffering, but the cruel fire had left deep and lasting scars, her 
face being sadly seamed and her fingers drawn and tw isted. 

Deer and elk were seen here by the early settlers as late as the fall of 
185^.. Wild geese, ducks, plover, prairie-chickens, even the meadow -larks and 
hoMink, nested in the wild grass, but the cranes chose the tops of the musk- 
rats' houses for their nests. Wolves were numerous and troublesome for 
many years, their prey being chickens and young pigs (after the settlers had 
begun to raise them) ; still these were of little value except as food for their 
owners, for there was little sale for surplus products. As late as 1861, eggs 
were sold in Iowa Falls for three cents per dozen, and sometimes they could 
not he sold, and at times the finest butter found no purchaser. 

ELLIS TOWNSHIP SOLDIERS. 

All through the Civil war. Ellis, considering her sparse population, made 
generous response to the President's oft-repeated call for volunteers. The 
following is a list, as nearly accurate as can now be made from record and 
memory, of those who risked their lives in defense of their country, in her time 
of peril. This list includes the names of those from that part of the town- 
ship, now Buckeye, but then Ellis: William H. Oviatt. J. Lawrence Linn. 
Hamilton Buckingham, Lewis L. Durham, William Leffler, Earl H. McMillen. 
Joseph B. Caraway, W. Allen Caraway. William S. Linn, Ryerson E. Kellogg. 
Chauncey B. Stratton. Dark E. Kinney. Leroy J. Xott. Luther Snider. Wil- 
liam Allen. G. L. Morriell. R. F. McLearn. 

William Leffler was the first of these to fall in battle, a rebel bullet ending 
his young wife at Pittsburg Landing. April 6. 1862. 

It was the fate of Joseph Caraway to meet death in an army hospital, in 
St. Louis. October 9, 1862. 

Hamilton Buckingham was shot in the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, June 
^7, 1864, on the eve of the expiration of his term of enlistment. He had been 
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married less than a year lie fore his death to Sarah Howell while home on 
furlough. 

Lawrence Linn was destined to lie for sonic months in the famous Libby 
prison, was exchanged, came home, married Emerett Oviatt, then went to 
Nebraska, where he was later elected state representative, then senator. He 
died in 1892. 

William Oviatt was one of those who re-enlisted. He held a first lieuten- 
ant's commission when mustered out of service at the close of the war. He 
now lives in San Diego. California. 

Karl McMillen, Clark Kimiev. Allen Caraway and Lcroy Nott are still 
living in this vicinity. W illiam Linn, Ryerson Kellogg, G. L. Morriell, R. F. 
McLcarn have responded to the last roll-call. The wherealxnits of the others 
is unknown. 

A Sons of Temperance lodge \va> organized in the fall of 1865. holding 
meetings in the school house on the southeast corner of section 5. Later the 
Grange held meetings in the same place. This house has since been moved a 
mile farther west, and is now known as the Maplegrove school house. 

In the summer of 1897. K. IL McMillen began the manufacture of cheese, 
the first effort in that line in the county. Later his father, George McMillen, 
carried on the husiness very successfully and on a larger scale until his death, 
in 1880. His sou. G. D. McMillen. continued the business for some time then 
transformed the factory into a dwelling, which he still occupies with his fam- 
ily on the old homestead in section 5. 

After this the Kllis Cheese Company was formed and a factory built on 
section 9. W. J. Clark in time became sole owner of this and continued to 
make cheese there until he moved to Minnesota in 1910. 

George McMillen was the first county supervisor, when each township 
elected one. After there were but three in the county, Walter Carpenter, of 
Ellis tow nship, was repeatedly elected to that office, and w as succeeded by A. 
B. Baxter. Both of these men then lived on section 16 and both now live in 
Iowa Falls. 

Some time in 1870. William. Stacy secured a patent on a ditcher and im- 
mediately l>egan to manufacture them and washing machines in a building 
erected for the purpose on his home farm, section 26. 

POSTOFFICES. 

Cottage postoffice had been established in i860, at the home of the new 
postmaster, Sidney Peck, on section 29. but in 1870 a town was laid out at the 
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corners of sections 28, 29, 32 and 33, named Cottage, and the postoflfice was 
moved to that place. A general store was opened by Andrew Bronson, a 
blacksmith shop hy Peter Jensen and a cheese factory 4 by Allen Caraway. 
There was a church as well as several dwelling bouses, a school house in the 
suburbs. A good business w as carried on here for several years. The people 
interested always hoped for a railroad, but w hen the Des Moines & St. Faul 
road was built, with the depot of Buckeye only a few miles west of them, 
this hope was abandoned and the town deserted. 

Another postoflfice was established in 1872. near the north line of the 
township and named HI lis. Roth postofficcs passed out of existence with the 
introduction of free rural mail delivery. 

The earliest settlers had chosen as a place of burial for their dead a 
knoll in the north edge of Burr Oak grove, section 18. 

The Cottage Cemetery Association was organized in 1873. The first 
officers were: William Caverhill, president; Mrs. Florantine Lake, treasurer; 
I-evi J. Shepherd, secretary. They bought a tract of land a little north of 
Cottage, and after having it surveyed began the work of improvement, which 
they are still carrying on. This cemetery is now surrounded by iron palings. 
In the enclosure are many beautiful and imposing monuments, and many rare 
plants. It has been so well cared for by the members of the Association that 
it has become a place of beauty. The present officers are: Mrs. Delia Lake, 
president; Mrs. Etta Whaley. treasurer: Mrs. O. L. Axtell. secretary; Mrs. 
Ada Katcli. Mrs. Minnie Thayer. Thomas Whaley. trustees: Chester Sheldon, 
sexton. 

There is another cemetery adjoining the Lincoln church. This is much 
newer but is rapidly developing many attractive features. 

In 1877 a stock company was formed lor the purpose of establishing a 
library and buying books for it. They adopted the name of the Rllis Library 
Association. The shares were originally two dollars each, but the price was 
soon raised to four dollars. Several hundred volumes were purchased, that 
arc xtdl giving pleasure to the families of the stockholders, for the books have 
recently been divided between them, and the library has ceased to exist. The 
first officers of this association were: T. J. McChcsncy. president: D. White, 
librarian: Walter Carpenter, treasurer: C. II. Packard, secretary. 

There are now three organizations of the Methodist church, and each has 
a good hou^e of worship. Of those who have held membership in the>e 
chinches and in the Sunday schools ,»f the township, these nine are now preach- 
ing the faith: James \V. Larkin. Cara G. Coulter. James Coulter. Olin B. 
Chassell. Charles II. Sanders. Asa X. Conklin. John Campbell. W. Xiel Bump. 
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Roscoc Sires. All of those are preaching in Iowa, except the first three. 
James Larkin is in Nebraska; Cara Coulter in Arizona; James Coulter in 
Colorado. 

Three other young men from Kllis township have made a success in the 
practice of medicine. C. Walter Packard, in Gary. Indiana. J. Lan^lon 
Chassell, in South Dakota, and Edward Burke in California. Ellis T. White 
is a successful lawyer in Twin Falls. Idaho, and Thaddeus Stewart, in Mon- 
tana. J. B. Stewart. Jr.. horn ami still living in Ellis, has recently published 
a book of poems. Edward Chassell has been repeatedly elected to represent 
his county (Plymouth) in the Legislature and is now state binder, and Harry 
Chassell has been honored in the same w ay in Wyoming. James Caine seems 
to be the only man in the township who had a part in the Spanish war, but to 
mention all who deserve special mention here would be to write the names of 
the entire population. 

Half a century has w rought many changes here. The Chicago & North- 
western railroad crosses the northeast corner of the township, the Des Moines 
& St. Paul, the northwest corner. There are now nine independent school 
districts, each with a good school house. Several flowing wells have been 
developed near the creek. The low land that w as originally wet and untillable 
has been tiled and made very productive a piece of ground with wild grass 
growing on it has become a rare spectacle. Tall trees surround comfortable 
homes where the log cabins once stood anil the United States mail is brought 
daily to their doors, a network of telephone wires connects these homes with 
each other and with the world at large. And the future gives promises of 
still better things, not only for Ellis township but for all Iowa. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICKRS, I9IO. 

Justices of peace. G. W. Hall and G. D. McMillen; constables, L. F 
Thayer and C. H. Sanders ; clerk. G. A. Bump; trustees, J. F. Huffman. J. ? 
Lake and E. A. Yanpatter; assessor, E. D. Dunn. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP. 

Congressional township 88, range 20. known now as the civil township 
of Jackson, is bounded on the north by Hardin and Ktna townships; on the 
east by Clay and Ktna townships; on the south by Pleasant township and on 
the west by Ellis township. It contains thirty-six sections and is hence six 
miles square. The old Chicago, Iowa & Dakota (now the Chicago & North- 
western) railroad runs diagonally from southeast to northwest. Eagle City, 
Berlin and Hardin City were all once village plats of this township, which 
was settled very early in the county's history. 

ORGANIZATION. 

This sub-division of Hardin county was organized into a municipality or 
civil township in 1853, under the administration of County Judge Alexander 
Smith. The early records have long since been lost, hence the fir>t officers 
cannot here be appended. 

CONCERNING TIIK EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

It was on a beautiful bright autumn day in October. 1850. when a num- 
ber of emigrant wagons, drawn by five yoke of strong oxen and one span of 
horses, made a halt upon the picturesque bank* of the Iowa river, on section 
2. in what is now known as Jackson township. These pioneer wagons con- 
tained Jacob Kidwiler, wife and nine children. Adam Crim and Erancis 
Mitchel. w ho had just completed their long, tedious journey from Craw ford s- 
ville. Indiana, and now became the first settlers in Jackson township, and in- 
deed among the first to locate within Hardin county. A rude shanty was at 
once erected, and in this the hand of homeseekers remained until the follow- 
ing springtime, existing as best they could. Iowa City. Johnson count v, was 
their nearest trading post, and that city was then still the capital of Iowa, 
which had only been admitted into the Union four years. Hut "going to store 
to trade*' did not have to be accomplished very frequently, as they had brought 
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some provisions with them, to which they, from time to time, added fish, wild 
turkey, venison, duck, coon and other fine wild game. In this way. the families 
did not suffer much for things enough to sustain life and keep reasonably 
healthy. The corn they ground in wooden mortars made by Mr. Kidwiler 
The Indians, some of whom still roamed about over the valley, were friendly, 
because Mrs. Kidwiler was thoughtful enough to give them bread and meat, 
thereby making friends of them. Mr. Kidwiler made one trip to Oskaloosa, 
which he found fortified against the Indians. The people down there tried to 
persuade him to return at once and get his family, before the "uprising" of 
the hostile savages massacred them all in a supposed northern flight in the 
early spring of 1S51. But he informed them that he and the Indians were on 
good terms and that ended the matter. Mr. Kidwiler built a double log house 
in the spring of 1851 and in this he lived until his death, in 1863. His wife 
laid down the burdens of pioneer life only one week after the death of her 
husband. The husband was a native of old Virginia, born in 1806. of Ger- 
man descent. They had a family of ten children, all living but one at the 
death of their parents. Joseph 1 1. Kidwiler. the youngest, was the first white 
child born in Hardin county, the date being June 26, 1851. In May. 1805. 
Joseph, with others, started for Oregon, with a train of "prairie schooners, 
the trip occupying five months. He remained in Oregon anil Washington 
territories until 1S71. then returned to Hardin county and started a general 
>t<»re at Hagle City, of which further detailed mention will be made. 

Adam ("rim. who accompanied the Kidwiler f.unilv here, was from \ *r- 
ginia also. He was a single man ( said to have been too stingy to marry) and 
he located a large quantity of land and resided in the township until the close 
of the Civil war. when he moved to Missouri and later died, the character of 
a miser, it is related. 

[n 1851 came to this township for permanent settlement Levi \V. South- 
ard. Joshua Hall, who later moved to Kansas. Levi Livengood and Solomon 
Li vengood. 

[11 iS;_> and 1853 came R. D. Simpson, J. W. Simpson. John Lcitner. 
Winthrop Dyer. Louis Hayden. James Fairehild. William Shafer. Thoma« 
Huff. A. L. Walling. Rev. F.. C. Crippcn. Jesse Griffin. Reynolds Hayden. 
Lewis Hayden. Peter Haddock. James Hall and Patrick Burns. 

At this late day but little of general interest can be given concerning the 
following w ho effected settlement in Jackson township in either 1854 or 1855: 
David Bowers. I. H. Bowers. William J. Bowers. Joseph Knowles. Patrick 
Muldoon. Kdwin Steele. Henry Bliss. Henry L. Huff, C. G. Ankney. Krastns 
Pardee. John Brile. D. C. Puree]). Adam Sheely. Amos Doan. Beriah Wright. 
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George Haydcn, George Pattec, a Mr. Jordan. William Dean. Henry Smith, 
George Teller. John Edick atul Walter Hayden. 

LOW PRICED GRAIN. 

In reading a sketch of A. B. Hughe?, one of the men who came to Hardin 
county as late as 1859. it is gleaned that wheat crops did not repay for the 
sowing, seed and reaping. One instance is here given : Iowa City and later 
Cedar Falls were the nearest real market points for the pioneers of Hardin 
county. Cedar Falls is only forty miles distant from Jackson township, which 
seemed «|uite near at home then. The trips to "the Falls." as they called it 
then, usually consumed three full days, the teamster having to camp out going 
and coming. The average price of wheat was only thirty cents a bushel. 
One of these grain marketing trips in 1864 turned out as follows : Mr. Hughes 
loaded up a large load of wheat (forty odd bushels) into a sled, and started 
off for Cedar Falls, rpiite jubilant at the prospects of getting his winter sup- 
plies of provisions and clothing for his family. Soon after starting out. a 
heavy snow commenced falling and the roads became so blockaded that it 
required eleven days to make the trip, and when he returned to F.ldora he found 
his net proceeds consisted of thirty cents. This he gave to Josph Furry, a 
merchant of the place, to whom he was owing sixty cents, and had agreed to 
pay him on his return. In those days it took two bushels of wheat to purchase 
a pound of tobacco. 

Concerning the public schools of this township let the reader turn to the 
chapter on Education and there read much concerning the whereabouts of 
early scholars from this township. It is good reading and true history and 
should be preserved in the annals of Jackson township and Hardin county. 

Of the lodges, churches, etc., the general chapters will contain an account. 

VILLAGES OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

In 1855, Hardin City was known as one of the flourishing towns of north- 
western Iowa, but fate seemed to have it marked as its own bright and shining 
mark. It became defunct and exists now only in memory. The plat of this 
village was filed for record February 14, 1854. It was located upon the north- 
cast quarter of the southeast quarter and the southeast quarter of the north- 
east quarter of section 12, township 88. range 20. Lewis Hayden. who erected 
a saw mill and corn cracker, conceived the idea of founding this town. He 
had County Surveyor John Shepherd do the platting of his village, in which 
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its proprietor had great faith at the time. William Dean made an addition 
to the place, calling it East Hardin City. After the mill of Mr. Harden got 
fairly under good running order, he erected a two-story frame building to be 
used for hotel purposes. This was early in 1854. He conducted tins house 
over a \ear himself, then sold to Edwin Steele, who continued it several years. 
In February. 1880. the last named landlord, after building his usual morning 
fire, returned to his bed. while the family was getting breakfast, but when 
called to his morning meal, he did not reply, so examination was made and it 
was found that he was dead, having a peaceful expression upon his pallid 
face. 

In 1854 Beriah Wright opened a stock of general merchandise in Hardin 
City. The next year he was followed in the same line by another merchant, 
Erastus Pardee, both of whom had a good trade in the palmy days of the 
town. 

As to the milling operations at this point, it might here be said that after 
the saw mill came a small corn-cracker. In 1854, Mr. Havden bought a set 
of burrs that came from Cedar county, displacing the roughly-made mill stones 
of the original "cracker." which were none other than prairie bowlders. 

The first election after organization of Jackson township was held at this 
mill. The election judges sat upon a saw log, with a keg of genuine whisky 
between them, and every legal voter was entitled to a drink. 

Amos Doan started the first blacksmith shop here in 1854. The next 
season came the pioneer shoemaker. Mr. Horback. The first lawyer was John 
Fairchild. w ho came in 1854 and hung out his shingle, "Lawyer." His career 
was cut short by his death. 

Henry L. Huff, so well and favorably known in later years in Eldora 
and Hardin county in general, came to Hardin City in the spring of 1855. 
Dr. Winthrop Dyer was the pioneer physician, coming in 1854 and remaining 
until 1858. It is stated that he was the only "regular" physician who ever 
practiced as a resident of the tow nship. Doctor Hiserote. who was a sort of 
a homeopathic doctor, not a full fledged physician, came to the rescue of the 
ill portion of the community in 1857. 

In the spring of 1855 a postoflice was secured, with James Fairchild as 
its postmaster, who after a short time was succeeded by Edwin Steele, who 
held it for twenty-five years and until released by death. Hiller Rickard fol- 
lowed him as postmaster. 

As a review, it may be said that Havden erected his mill in 1853. enlarged 
it in 1855 and it w as destroyed by fire in 1855. He was offered eighteen thou- 
sand dollars for his mill and water power by an Ohio company, but. having 
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rejected it, lost all in the fire. The mill site was then sold to a Mr. Mitchell, 
who built a mill costing six thousand dollars and this was supplied with two 
run of mill-stones. In 1865 the mill was sold to John Fossler for twenty-one 
thousand dollars. Dr. Vary, of Ackley. finally held the property which has 
long since gone the way of all the earth. 

With the locating of the county seat at Eldora. the construction of rail- 
roads, which missed the town of Hardin City, and other advancements, the 
place has gone to decay. 

VILLAGE OF BERLIN. 

In the autumn of 1857 Berlin was laid out. the surveying being executed 
• in a workmanlike manner by Deputy County Surveyor Robert Allison, and 
, duly filed on the record books of Hardin county. The founders of the place 
were Allen Greer and J. S. Hiserote. It was situated on the east half of sec- 
tion 22, and west half of section 23, township 88, range 20. Allen Greer 
seems to have been the moving spirit of the place, for he it was that put in the 
first store after he laid out the town and also built a steam saw mill which was 
operated about five years. While a post office was badly needed by the sur- 
rounding community, the same was not obtained until 1863, when John Ross 
1 was appointed postmaster; he was succeeded by Messrs. G. H. Specrs, Thomp- 
son Wilier, D. Slocum and Orris Frisbie. Possibly a number followed these. 
; When the Civil war broke out, Berlin was a sprightly village, having 

< twenty-five dwellings, a general store, blacksmith shop and a wagon repair 
shop. In 1882 nothing of business or industry remained in the once prosper- 
( ous place save one small store, a blacksmith shop, a school house, and seven or 
: eight dwellings. Several fires destroyed much of the property of the town at 
different times, three stores being included in such conflagrations. At this 
date (1911) there are only two or three buildings left, the Methodist church, 
a school house and a shop. 

EAGLE CITY. 

Another of the defunct towns of Jackson tow nship is Fagle City, on the 
southwest corner of the southwest quarter of section 31, township 80,, range 
19. It was platted by its owner, Samuel Fossler. and recorded for legal refer- 
ence in the county records of villages. May 18, 1878. This was not quite a 
"paper town." but of little consequence in a commercial sense. In 1883 it 
contained only one store, owned by J. H. Kidwiler; a blacksmith shop, by 
Jeremiah Hubbard; one grist mill, the property of Samuel Fossler. and about 
a half dozen dwelling houses. A saw mill was among the early day industries 
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and in 1865 the waterpower site was sold to Samuel Fossler, who erected the 
Eagle City Flouring Mills. A large turbine wheel propelled the mill, which 
had three run of burrs. The mill was a substantial, three-story structure. At 
this point on the Iowa river the head, or "fall" for water power is nine feet, 
a good power indeed. With the saw mill attached, the plant was valued in 
1880 at ten thousand dollars. 

A postoffice was obtained here in 1878, with Joseph Kidwiler as post- 
master. Mail was received twice each week from the Eldora office. 

VILLAGE OF OWASA. 

Owasa is situated in Jackson township, a station point on the Chicago, 
Iowa & Dakota (now Northwestern) railroad line, on section 17. It was 
platted by K. II Smith and son, of Eldora, in 1883. It now contains about 
one hundred people, and it is trying hard to become an incorporated village, 
which may be effected during this year. 

A postoffice was established in 1884. the year after the railroad went 
through. The station agent. M. Frisbie, was the postmaster. Following him 
came O. D. Nichols, engaged in the mercantile business and who held the office 
in his store building. September 1, 1894, S. I. Nichols, the widow of 0. D. 
Nichols, was appointed, and she served until February 12, 1901, when Arthur 
Sanders was appointed and served until February 22. 1904, and was succeeded 
by B. Luella Sanders, who served until March 23, 1905, and was followed by 
Joseph Fuller, who is still in office. 

A rural route was established from this postoffice in 1904. July 27. 
1905, under postmaster Joseph Fuller, the office was entered, by the back way, 
the safe opened and rifled to the extent of seventy-two dollars in stamps and 
cash. The robber was never caught. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS. 

The first general dealers in .Owasa were J. H. Smith & Son, of Eldora, 
who put in a stock ot goods in 1883. 

The first to deal in grain was a Mr. Abbott, from Marshalltown. 

The first hardware was sold by T. J. Buchanan. 

The first grocery was established by Ransom Brothers. 

The earliest blacksmith was H. G. Manley. 

The first harness makers were Tisher & Van Avery. 

The first restaurant was established in 1908 by Clarence Frisbie. 
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J. H. Smith sold the first lumber and established a yard. 
The first meat market was established by Cash & Glass. 
Kay Mathews established the first drug store. 
The Savings Bank was established in 1907. 

The business of 191 1 (month of January) was in the hands of the fol- 
lowing persons : 

Bank — Owasa Savings Bank. 

General dealers — Joseph Fuller, S. Jackson. 

Hardware — C. Ruggles, J. A. Nichols. 

Restaurant and hotel — John Lackey. 

Blacksmith — J. F. Kirkpatrick. 

Drugs — F. B. Downs. 

Meats— Carl Conklin. 

Physicians — Dr. L. O. Carey. 

Grocery Gaton. 

Pool Hall — G. S. Kasch. 
Harness shop— O. C. Stubbins. 
Feed Barn— Leslie & Van Orsdel. 
Station agent— V. Kenney. 

Grain dealers — Farmers Co-operative Company and Davis & Moser. 
Live stock-Kirkhuff & Glass. 
Lumber— Davis & Moser. 

A creamery was established at this point in 1898 and run about five years, 
and where it stood now stands the Farmers Co-operative Elevator. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS IN I9I I. 

The following named are the township officials in 191 1 : Justices of the 
pence. J. Gunn. G. Bailey: constable. J. lackey: clerk, F. L. Guthrie; trustees. 
P. Ransom. A. J. Bear. J. L. Simpson. 
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PROVIDENCE TOWN SHIP. 



One of the wealthiest townships in Hardin county, as far back as 1880. 
was Providence, that Rood old Quaker settlement, which is situated on the 
Marshall county line, bounded on its east by Union, on its north by Pleasant, 
and on the west by Grant township. It comprises congressional township 86, 
range 20. west of the fifth principal meridian. 

It was organized by the county judge in 1856. being set off from Union 
township. The first election was held at the village of Xew Providence in 
April that year, when the following officers were elected : Justices of the peace. 
A. M. Mill ford and James Fitzgerald: trusters, Daniel Dillon, John Bouennan 
and William Andrews: constables. J. O. Hickerman; clerk. Cyrus MoCrackcn: 
assessor. Fdward J. Recce. 

Honey creek, which is the only stream of any great importance within the 
township, flows from the northwest to the southeast, through the entire width 
of the territory. The land is of an excellent Iowa makeup, rich and very 
productive of all crops common to this country. 

PIONEFR SKTTI.KRS. 

The original settlement was made in this township in the autumn cd 
iS;j bv 1a-\ i Reece. William Dobbins. F. I. Recce and |<>hn J. Thornl<>n. 
who landed here on the fir-it day of September and immediately commence! 
tlie erection of their cabins. The next sellers who came in to claim some 
part of this beautiful township were James L. Tulbert. William Hobson and 
Samuel Dillon. In the spring follow ing came the father. Joseph Dillon, and 
Tames Fitzgerald, each erecting log houses and commencing to turn over the 
virgin sod. This little band of pioneers are entitled to much credit in braving 
the dangers and enduring the hardships of the wild country, far from markets 
and mill*. 

The first to settle in 1853 was William Recce, who had claimed his land 
in the fall of 1851. Then came David and Thomas Bennett, in 1854. David 
Bennett and a son of Thomas Bennett subsequently lost their lives by being 
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struck by lightning while out breaking prairie. John Allen Hay worth also 
came in 1854. as did J. A. Allgood and William Flemming. 

John S. Bond, one of the early settlers of Hardin county, was born in 
Indiana in 1828 and emigrated to Iowa in 1854, locating in Providence town- 
ship. 

A. M. Mulford, native of Ontario county, New York, born 1827. emi- 
grated in 1855 to Hardin county, Iowa, locating on section 5 of Providence 
township. Two years later he settled on section 2. In 1856 he was elected 
justice of the peace and held the office for eighteen years. He served as 
county supervisor many terms and held other local offices. 

E. Andrews, born in Virginia in 1824, moved with his parents to Ohio 
and to Illinois in 1836. In the fall of 1840 they moved to Jefferson county. 
Iowa, and in 1855 to Hardin county, locating in Providence township, where 
he erected a fine residence, which was destroyed by the fearful cyclone of 
i860, when the results of his years of toil were swept away in less than a 
moment of time. He was a member of the Friends Society: was a trustee of 
the Iowa Reform School for Boys and Girls, now known as the Industrial 
School. 

Other settlers were James Lund, T. D. Hinshaw. Marcus Blair. W. H. 
Cook. J. B. McCormick, Asher Kersey. William F. Andrews. Jonathan S. 
Hockett. P. C. Hadley, Jeremiah S. Hadley. Joseph Spurgin, Benjamin Mills. 
S. S. Mulford, George W. Mitchell. Seneca Wildman. William Wildman and 
Daniel H. Martin. A majority, if not all. of this number were counted among 
the members of the Society of Friends. 

FIRST EVENTS OF INTEREST. 

The first settlement in the tow nship w as effected in 1851. 

The first birth was that of Sarah B.. daughter of John J. and Julia 
Thornton, born in the autumn of 185 r. 

The first death in the township was that of William Dobbins, September 
6, 18^2. 

The first couple married was that of the union of James Dillon and the 
widow of Patrick Fitzgerald. 

The first church erected w as that of the Society of Friends, in 1854. 

The first public school taught was by James Tulbert. in a building erected 
the same year. 

The first steam mill w as built in 1854 by Reuben Bond. 
(20) 
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The first water mill was erected by L. Lawrence; it was later sold to J. S. 
Hadley and then always known as Hadley's Mill. But by f88o no trace of this 
mill could be found, save the old flume and fragments of the dam. 

A VKRY TKM PI RATE PEOPLE. 

Among the virtues to be commended among the Friends and other citi- 
zens of this township is that of letting alcoholic liquors entirely alone. When 
the vote came to be counted, after the heated temperance campaign of 1882 
over the proposed constitutional amendment, which finally carried by thirty 
thousand majority in Iowa, and was killed by the wisdom ( ?) of the powers 
that be. on a technicality of the reading in the House, the neglect of an en- 
grossing clerk and the rulings of the supreme court, it was found that out of 
the two hundred and fifty votes cast in Providence township, only two soli- 
tary votes were cast "For" the saloon in Iowa, a record such as has never 
before been recorded in any vote of this size. The election was held June 27. 
i88_\ and the township has never had a saloon before or since within its 
borders. 

A M I I I' AL INSURANCE COMPANY. 

The people of this section of the county have ever been progressive and 
thrifty, and believe in insurance on their property, after the safer, cheaper 
plan of "mutual" companies. In November. 1870. the citizens organized the 
Providence Township Mutual Insurance Company, by electing Cyrus Lundy. 
William P. Ilunnicut. Caleb Baldwin. William Wildman. William P. An- 
drews. I.. G. Hunt, and C. A. Lundy. a board of directors, who completed 
the organization, by electing William Wildman. president: William F. An- 
drews, vice-president ; Cyrus Lundy. secretary and treasurer. For many years 
the company carried hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of farm risks at 
not to exceed foe dollars per thousand on five-year policies. 

The company is still in existence and doing a prosperous business. 

TOW N OF NEW PROV IDENCE. 

This town wa- platted in 1855. by F. Andrews. Dr. F.Ii Jessup and Daniel 
Dillon, and was filed for record February 8. 1856. It is described in the 
county plat book as being situated "on the south half of the southwest quarter 
of section t *. and the north half of the northwest quarter of section 10. town- 
ship 80. range jo." It stands on very high ground. 
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Merchandise was first sold at this point in 1856 by Calvin McCracken, 
who continued a short time and was followed by Reach & Ketch. Robert 
King was also an early dealer in the town, continuing until his death in 1864. 
Other merchants were Joseph White. Wildman. Owen & Company. Wildnian 
Brothers and C. R. Haworth. who removed the stock to Union. 

A hardware store was established in the tall of 1863 by J. R. Mulford. 
who continued until 1865. when the firm became S. S. Multord &• Brother. 
The firm later was Mulford & Andrews, and in 1869 was again under the sole 
head of S. S. Mulford. 

The town always lacked the redeeming feature of a western town, 
namely, railroad facilities. It has. however, always been a good country town 
trading point, the business being carried on by the best of honest men and 
the people have been well served. With the building of the Northwestern 
railway line through the south part of the county, and the establishment of a 
station point at Lawn Hill, the town has not held its own, at least never in- 
creased much in size and business houses. 

The business firms in the autumn of 1910 consisted of these: Bank, 
hotel, livery, blacksmiths, wagon shop, telephone exchange, three physicians, 
two general stores, barber shop, garage, hardware, restaurant, meat market, 
harness shop. 

New Providence was struck by the cyclone in i860, and somewhat 
crippled, as was the surrounding farming community, but worst of all, came 
the great fire that occurred on the night of December 30, 1910. when, through 
a fire started in a butcher shop, it is supposed, the most of the business houses 
were totally destroyed, leaving only the bank and postofflce untouched. The 
loss was estimated at seventy thousand dollars. The following buildings, 
with their stocks of goods, were lost : New Providence Hardware Company, 
Stmther Brothers. W. S. Andrew, two buildings, meat market and restaurant, 
owned by Loler. Will L. Thornton's harness shop. The Mutual Telephone 
Company lost heavily. 

When the railroad went through and Lawn Hill was established, many 
"f the business houses of New Providence established themselves at the new 
railroad town, only a mile or so to the north, but after about ten years local 
difficulty arose between the dealers who were mostly of the Friends Society 
and would not affiliate with those who held to more liberal moral and business 
methods, hence they all moved back to New Providence and re-located. In 
1005 the town had a imputation of two hundred and forty. It is one of 
Hardin county's oldest places, and its Friends Academy is well known 
throughout the entire West. 
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Had it not been for the fact tlint many owning property there have al- 
ways opposed the construction of a water works system, on account of ta.xe>. 
the hamlet might have been saved the great losses it has from time to time 
sustained. The Friends church was destroyed a few years since, causing an 
expenditure on the part of the church of more than seven thousand dollars. 
Then came the recent sweeping tire. There were a few who have ever wanted 
protection from fire ravages, and agitated the matter at different times, ami 
when the old creamery property was sold a year or so ago was their golden 
opportunity to purchase at less than a thousand dollars a plant including en- 
gine, which could have been converted into a water works system and saved 
the loss in these tires, hut here, as in many places, delay was added to delay 
until all was lost. 

Several of the business houses burned out are rebuilding and others are 
seeking other locations. The tow n is situated finely and w ithin the heart of a 
magnificent farming section. 

After the great tire of December, kjio. the business of Xew Providence 
was in the hands of the following persons and firms: 

General dealers — F. L. Rash. 

Hardware — The Xew Providence Hardware Company. 

Auto garage — \V. L. Thornton. 

Bank— Xew Prov idence State Hank. 

Hotel — Globe, by A. C. Kersey. 

Livery — A. C. Kersey. 

Barber — M. Reese. 

Blacksmith— A. C. Smallwood. George Campbell. 
Wagon shop— Alberry Bros. 
Physicians— Pr. S. Mahee. Dr. Feltss. 
Academy — Society of Friends. 

INCORPORATION HISTORY. 

New Providence was incorporated as a town in February. 1803. and the 
following have served as its mayors: F. L. Lewis, E. J. Wood. C W. Yeach. 
F. P. Rodgers, H. Cartright, F. P. Rodgers. O. Bunker, C. C. Miller. The 
municipal officers in January, iqn. were: Mayor, C. C. Miller: recorder. W. 
H. Alberry: treasurer. A. C. Smallwood: assessor. E. V. Moore; councilmen. 
N. S. Martin, Z. Reese. J. F. Batton, O. Bunker and S. D. Moon. 

The records w ere all lost in the great fire in necember, 1910. except the 
books of the treasurer. 
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Several years ago a fine stock company creamery was established here 
and tor a time flourished well, but later went down from mismanagement, 
and the property was sold at about six hundred dollars, far less than its value. 

POSTOFFICE HISTORY. 

This office was established about i860. The records are incomplete, but 
it is known that there are three rural routes extending out from the town and 
that they were established in September, 1897. There have never been rob- 
beries or fires to molest this postofhce. Three mails arrive daily. It is thought 
the first postmaster was either Stephen or Millard Mulford. The amount of 
money order business in December. 1010. was on orders issued, $1,252; paid 
on orders, $191.98. The present postmaster is W. T. Kersey. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, igil. 

Justices of the peace, O. E. Bunker and A. C. Smallwood ; constables, B. 
C. Lybarger and J. H. Shelton ; clerk, H. W. Andrews; trustees, L. V. Carter, 
S. D. Moon and B. F. Morris; assessor, E. F. Morris. 
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CONCORD TOWNSHIP. 

Concord, the extreme southwestern sub-division of Hardin county, by 
reason of its being owned each other section by the Iowa Railroad and hand 
Company, and other causes, was the last in the county to lie settled up. but it 
is now well populated and lias some of the most fertile and highly cultivated 
farms w ithin the entire county . It comprises township 86 north, of range 22. 
It had no natural timher. no considerable streams or springs of running water. 
Its 1905 population was fixed at nine hundred and sixty-five by the state 
census lx>oks. 

The first to settle in this purely prairie township was Watson Dean, who 
entered land on section 30. in 1869. locating upon the same that fall. After 
one vcar he sold to William C. Paul and removed to Kansas. The second 
settler was Frank I). Cooledge, who. in about 1866. came from Stephens 
countv. Illinois, to Steamboat Rock. He bought land in Concord township in 
1868, remained there during the summers until 1871. when he brought k* 
familv and made his permanent home there. 

Prior to about 1882. the principal settlers were listed as follows: Richard 
loin's. William l!otchkis>. William Fee. Isaac Pierce, Robert McFarlaml. H 
C. Cutler. A. S. DeWitt. Frank Cooledge. Cabin Sime. Peter Segleiu. Hans 
lirandlind. Frank Clark. William Cooledge. David Ilodson. F. Griffith. Henry 
Hilts. A. H. Fink, James Fudwig. W. C. Rose. S. A. Summers. D. F Sum- 
mers. J. R. Hammond. A. C. Kinley. CI. A. Hubbard. Michael Mover. J. A. 
Fee. Fugcne Coats, John Jonas. F. A. Slater. Cornelius Ingalls. Hiram I-ee. 
F. Johnson. F Christiansen. Harney Jacobson. H. P. Cutler. Jonathan Cox. 
George Patrick. Concord was organized into a civil township in the autumn 
of 1872. the first township meeting being held at the house of F. 0. Cool- 
edge Six of the nine legal voters of the township were present at this elec- 
tion. These were elected to hold the first township offices: Trustees, H. F- 
Cutter. William C. Paul. R. R. Mul ford : clerk. F. D. Cooledge : assessor. 1. B. 
MoFarland; justice of the peace, Matthew Biddick. 
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FIRST EVENTS. 

The first birth in this township was Harry \\\. son of W. C. and Hannah 
Paul, born October 17, 1872; died August 13, 1879. 

The earliest marriage was that uniting, in November, 1873. David Giltner 
and Mary E. Biddick. who later settled in Hamilton county. 

The first religious services were held in this township in the house of F. 
D. Cooledge. by Rev. S. Carhart, of the Primitive Methodist church, in 1872. 
A Free Methodist society was formed in 1876. The class was organized by 
Rev. Eli C. Mossman, of Pleasant township, it being the first class of this 
denomination formed in Hardin county. 

The Society of Friends held services at the Center school house at an 
early day in the township's history. 

The first cemetery to be laid out in Concord township was platted in 
1881. on section 9, and contained one acre of land. 

The first blacksmith in the township was in 1878, when Albert Thomp- 
son commenced to blow the fire and pound the anvil, on section 29, he con- 
tinuing, however, only one year, when he packed up and emigrated to the Red 
River of the North. In 1880. Carl Bye opened a shop on section 20. where 
lie had a large business in horse shoeing and plow work, for this has always 
been a stirring agricultural section and made up of the most energetic hus- 
bandmen. 

A Sunday school was organized in the Paul neighborhood before 1872, 
across the line in Hamilton county, and continued more than twenty years. 

Among the first school teachers were Jane Hunter. Anna Eliza Hunter 
and Alice Hunter, three sisters. Their brother. Doctor Hunter, was an early 
teacher in Grant township. 

GARDEN CITY. 

The only town within this township is Garden City, platted when the 
St. Paul & lie-; Moines railroad went through the township in 1901. 

A jx>stol"hcc was established here in 1003 and the following have been 
]>oMmasters : T. E. Johnson, a short time, and succeeded by the present in- 
cumVnt. M. T. Xessa. It has been a money order office since 1908. 

The churches represented here have been the United Evangelical and the 
Norwegian Lutheran church. The former has gone down on account of re- 
movals. 
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Since 1895 this township has had a successful creamery, situated about 
three miles north and west from Garden City. 

The business of Garden City is largely in the hands of the Norwegian 
element and is as follows : General dealers, Tungland Brothers, I. W. Vallem; 
hardware. Nessa & Vallem; furniture, Hendrickson & Company; lumber, 
Oscar Sampson ; grain and coal, Farmers' Elevator Company, Diamond Grain 
Company; blacksmithing, S. R. Bjelde; meat shop, S. Holland; restaurant, L. 
J. Thorson; banking, Farmers' Bank; barber, Ole T. Olson. 

Garden City is situated less than five miles from the Radcliffe railroad 
crossing of the Short Line and the Northwestern railroads. The history of 
the place dates really from the spring of 1902. 

The present ( 191 1 ) township officers are: Justices of the peace, T. J. 
Sime and O. Sampson ; constables, Ed Johnson and E. Tungland ; clerk, Ole 
T. Tungland; trustees, J. A. Lee, E. Wircson, O. A. T. Larson; assessor, 0. 
E. Feedan. 
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PLEASANT TOWNSHIP. 

Pleasant is one of the southeastern townships in Hardin county, being 
bounded on the north by Jackson, on the east by Fldora. on the south by 
Providence and on the west by Tipton townships. The South Fork of the 
Iowa river flows from the northwestern part to the southeastern part of this 
township. It comprises all of congressional township No. 87, range 20, thus 
containing thirty-six sections of land. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES. 

This is a high and rolling prairie township, containing also considerable 
fine bottom land, rich and very productive in its composition of soil. The 
streams are the South Fork, the Beaver creek, the Little Beaver creek, with 
numerous smaller streams not named on the maps of the county. At an early 
day much good timber of various varieties was found growing along the 
streams of the township. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Pleasant township was organized in 1854. under County Judge Alexander 
Smith. It then comprised the west half of the present townships of Tipton 
and Sherman. In 1859 Tipton was organized from this original territory. 

FIRST EVENTS. 

Some of the known facts about the first happenings in this township are 
as follows : 

The first marriage in the township was that uniting Peter Miller and 
Laura Duke, in the spring of 1853. 

The first birth was that of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miller, in 
the autumn of 185 J. 

The first death was that of the passing - f Martha F., daughter of Isaac 
S. and Mary A. Moore, who died October 4, 1853. 
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The first school was taught in the winter of 1853-54, in a log cabin 
erected by Jesse Waggle, on section 28. Isaac S. Moore was the first teacher 
in the school. 

The first election was held at the home of James^ Miller, in April, 1854. 
The first physician in the township was Dr. D. C. Atwater, who located 
in the township in 1862. 

PIONEER SETTLEMENT. 

The first attempt at settling this goodly portion of Hardin county was 
during the fall of 1851, by Isaac S. Moore, who located on section 2i. After 
a short residence there, he removed to Tipton township, where he come to be 
a county officer and an important factor in the politics of the county. He was 
born in Highland county. Ohio, in 1819. His father was twice a representa- 
tive to the Ohio State Legislature. In 1861 he enlisted in the Sixth Iowa In- 
fantry, being a member of Company C. He was discharged for physical dis- 
ability. Mr. Moore was active and aggressive in the county-seat contest and 
law suits growing out of the question. He represented and headed the fac- 
tion from Pleasant township that insisted on the seat of justice being located 
there. Alter a long and bitter contest in the courts, the supreme court de- 
cided against them, in favor of Kldora. 

James and Frank Miller and Ca vender Deere each took claims in Pleas- 
ant township prior to Mr. Moore, and James Moore broke the first land here 
in 1851. on section 28. The Millers were from Kentucky. They were standi. 
Uncompromising Democrats. James died in 1850 and his brother Frank a 
few months afterwards. 

Peter Miller was a son of James Miller and came with his father. He 
was married in 1853 to Laura Duke. 

Cavender Deere was a Virginian by birth, and after a time moved to 
Mar-hall county. Iowa. 

Another of the settlers of 185 1 was Thomas Pennett. who claimed land 
on section 29. He drifted in from Washington county. Iowa. He was Har- 
din county's first sheriff. In 1860 he removed to Michigan, but later settled 
in Iowa again and still later in Kansas. 

In 1852 came L. L. Park from Ohio. He was a blacksmith and fanner 
and a man of much native ability. He set up the pioneer blacksmith shop it: 
Plea-ant township, beginning his work here beside the glowing forge in 1S53. 
Later he moved to Missouri. 

Another settler of 1852 was Lewis Green, who did not remain very lone. 

John Taylor Duke came in 1853. locating on the South Fork, in Pleasant 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



315 



township. He was a native of old Kentucky, horn in 1805. He was one of 
the first men to settle in Iowa, there being only sixty-six w hite persons in the 
territory, and they lived at Flint Hills, now Burlington. 

Jasper X. Rowan was a son of one of the first settlers of Hardin county. 
Iowa, coming here in 1850 from Washington county, having moved to that 
section of the state from Indiana. In 1864 Jasper X. Rowan enlisted as a 
member of Company B. Eleventh Iowa Infantry, under General Sherman on 
his Atlanta campaign and on his famous "march to the sea." 

Another early settler in this township was John Marling, of section 28. 
He was born in Indiana in 1832. He was foremost in offering his services 
to his country when the Civil war broke out in all of its fury. On June 24. 
1861. he enlisted in Company C, Sixth Iowa Infantry, being in many a hard- 
fought battle and receiving an honorable discharge in 1862 for disability. 

Leonidas Smith, one of the earliest ones to locate in Pleasant township, 
was horn in Washington county. Virginia, in 1822. He was among the num- 
ber who braved a western plain trip in the gold excitement days of 1850-51. 
He went w ith an ox team train and met many hardships both going and com- 
ing. He returned to Des Moines county and in 1853 moved to Hardin county. 
Truly he was a pioneer of pioneers, having seen frontier life in many states 
and territories. 

In the spring of 1854 came Alpheus Mclntyre. a native of Salem. Massa- 
chusetts, born in 1792. He made improvements in Pleasant tow nship and died 
in 1868. highly respected for his many excellent traits of character. 

E. C. Mossman, another Virginian, who located in this township, was 
born in Grayson county. Virginia, the date of his birth being 1825. In 1850 
be caught the "gold fever" and Went West, remaining until 1852. when he 
returned to Illinois and married, coming to Hardin county in 1854. locating 
on section 30. w here, in 1884. he owned a fine farm of more than one hundred 
and fifty acres, valued then at thirty dollars per acre, but would sell now for 
one hundred dollars. He joined the Methodist church in 1856 and l>ecame a 
licensed preacher. 

William Elerding was another early settler here, locating on section 26. 
He was twice married and reared a, large family. He was an ardent Demo- 
crat and much interested in educational affairs. In church connection he was 
of the Lutheran faith. 

Frederick Booth, who came to be known as one of the wealthiest of 
Pleasant township farmers, was a native of Hanover. Germany, born 1825. 
He came to this country when twenty-eight years of age. lived some time in 
Indiana and Illinois before locating in this county in 1854. 
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George Brooks, a native of New York state, born in 1803, located in this 
township, on section 17, in 1855. Politically, he was a supporter of the 
Democratic party and belonged to the Presbyterian church. 

Other pioneers who helped to open up this township to thrift and a good 
state of cultivation are the following: M. J. Crosscr, of Ohio, who located 
here in 1855 > George C. Meyers, of New York state, who came in 1855 and, 
single-handed, went to work and succeeded in making a comfortable home 
for himself and family. He was a Democrat and a Baptist. 

John Ely, an Ohioan, born in 1824 in Knox county, married and moved 
to Marshall county, Iowa, about 1853 and to Hardin county in the fall of 
1856. He finally owned a half section of land in Pleasant township and paid 
much attention to bee culture, having at one date the largest number of bee 
stands in Hardin county. 

Among the interesting careers of settlers in Pleasant township may be 
named John \V. Linn, born in 1827 in Fayette county, Pennsylvania. He 
came west to Rock Island and in 1853 started for California, going by stage 
and rail to New York and from there by water. On his return he stopped at 
Philadelphia and other Pennsylvania points. The result of his trip to the 
land of gold was that upon arriving at his father's place he had only fifty 
cents in his pocket and none outside of it. In June, 1865, he arrived on Har- 
din county soil, and settled at Xenia, F.ldora township, and in 1868 removed to 
Pleasant township, locating on section 18. By 1882 he had accumulated land 
amounting to three hundred and seven acres of prairie and twenty-eight acres 
of excellent timber. He then had over three hundred rods of Osage orange 
hedge on his farm and at that day he called his place worth thirty-five dollars 
per acre; now it will sell for more than a hundred dollars. 

Others of a little later date, but very early, are these: S. B. Hubbard. 
1857 ; Peter H. Doty. 1855; Oliver S. Wildman ; John Downend, an English- 
man, born in 1825. settled here in 1859: Joseph Race, an Englishman, born in 
181 7, located in this township in 1866; and there are dozens more whose names 
have been forgotten with the shifting of years and because of their removals 
from the county. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, I9IO. 

Justice of the peace. F. H. Meyers; constable, E. Kadolph ; clerk, John 
Clary; trustees, F. E. Sprain. H. A. Hall and \V. H. Wchrman ; assessor, 
Thomas Lytic 
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VILLAGES OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

Of the three village plattings of Pleasant township, the oldest is Point 
Pleasant, platted in May. 1855. on the east half of the southeast quarter of the 
northeast quarter of section 13, township 87. range 21. and the west half of 
the southwest quarter of section 18, township 87. range 20, by proprietors 
(full of hope) Joshua and Catherine Allen. 

Improvements were first made there by Thomas J. Sheldon, who put in 
a stock of general merchandise and resided in the same building. It made 
some growth and in 1858 had a population of not far from three hundred, 
with several stores and shops, usually found in the new country hamlets. Dur- 
ing the year 1858 the question was submitted to the people as to whether the 
county seat should be moved from Eldora to that point. The election returns 
counted and the vote showed that Point Pleasant had won out in the spirited 
contest, but the other side contested and the general chapters of this work 
will show the facts about the ten-year contest in the courts, before the matter 
was finally settled by Chief Justice Cole's decision in favor of Eldora; hence 
the town was doomed to eternal disappointment, it having lost the coveted 
prize as the county seat of Hardin county. The building of the Iowa Central 
railroad, in the meantime, had also sealed the transportation question for Point 
Pleasant. 

Soon after the platting of the village, in 1855. a postoffice was established 
at Point Pleasant and T. J. Sheldon was appointed postmaster, he being suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Cosgrove. When the free rural routes were established this 
office was discontinued. 

VILLAGE OF QUEBEC. 

Quebec was the name given to a village platted in 1856 by D. B. Blair, 
this being situated on section 22, township 87. range 20. The first building 
erected in this place was constructed for Marcus Blair and the first store 
opened by D. B. Blair. There never was a time when there were to be seen 
more than a half dozen houses in the hamlet. 1856 was a good year in which 
to start towns, but the panic of 1857 was a good year to destroy them! 

VILLAGE OF LAWN HILL. 

Lawn Hill is the railroad town of this township, and sprang up as one 
of the station points along the Northwestern line, in the south portion of Har- 
din county, in October. 1880, when it was platted by the railroad company, 
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as they found no encouragement to run the line through New Providence and 
on account of the heavy grade it would have to encounter in doing so. Provi- 
dence was the name first given to the railroad station, hut later it was changed 
t<> Lawn Hill to ohviate mixup in hilling freight. New Providence and Provi- 
dence 1km ng mistaken, one for the other. The postal department would not 
consent to have names so similar within the same county. 

The place is situated on section 34 of Pleasant township. The first town 
lot sales w ere made October 18, 1880. and T. C. Cook soon moved a house to 
the plat. Miles Reese erected the first building the same autumn, it being six- 
teen by twenty-two feet. In it a drug store was opened and Mr. Cook also 
dealt in groceries to a certain extent also. In 1881 a shoe shop, by C. Palmer, 
and a blacksmith shop, by J. \Y. New by, were started. A Presbyterian minis- 
ter of Clifford preached the first sermon in the new village in the early spring 
of 188 1. Dr. C. J. Cook was the first physician of the place. The postoffice 
was established in January. i88j, and H. C. Allgood was appointed postmas- 
ter. He operated a hardware store, which was destroyed by fire in October. 
1 88 1. consuming the postal and village records. The postmasters have been: 
Henry Allgood. Clark Cook, Jerry Albery, G. B. Strayer. John Dodson, G. W. 
Beecher, J. H. Taylor, Henry Butt and the present one, George Elerding. 

In 1 88 1 the Cooks and Miles Reese erected the Monitor House, which 
was conducted later by J. D. Ltmdy. 

The State Gazetteer for 1905 gave the following on Lawn Hill business 
interests: Population, fifty: general dealer, H. F. Butt; livery, A. Hall: 
grain and lumber dealers. K. J. W ood : blacksmith, G. Hate & Son. 

In January, 191 1, the only business houses are the general store of George 
Elerding and the Farmers Co-operative P'levator and Lumber Company 
There is one church, the United Evangelical, Rev. O. S. Davis, pastor. 
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SHERMAN TOWNSHIP. 

ForCeneral W illiam T. Sherman, of Civil war fame, was named a town- 
ship named Sherman, comprising township 87. range j_\ It is the one in 
which tlie town of Radcliffe is situated. Of its organization let it he stated that 
it date- its history from 1870. the first election heing held at the house of Her- 
man Wiltzein. when the following were elected township officials: Trustees. 
F. Heinzerling. Fred Winterfield. S. Knudson ; clerk. Philo Williams. 

The only running streams in this township are Honey and Tipton creeks. 
It is entirely a prairie section, and when first settled was full of many marshes 
aii'l ponds, which were not looked upon with much favor, hut as the country 
was settled up these ponds were drained hy open ditches, hi hid ditches and now 
by miles of tiling, which has carried off the surface water, making the town- 
ship one of unsurpassed richness for all kinds of agricultural purposes. 

SETTLEMENT. 

.Milton Kennedy was the first man to make a permanent settlement in 
Sherman township. He had. for several years, resided in Ellis township, this 
or.iuty. hut in 1864 he built and began to make a home on section 1 of this 
t">\n>hip. 

Cnfortimately. the majority of the land within Sherman township was 
"gobbled up" by speculators, and by them held, which greatly retarded actual 
settlement heing made as soon as in other parts of Hardin count}'. Then 
again the fact that the township was timberless had much to do with its fair, 
fertile domain not being improved sooner than it was. It was but natural that 
tanners, then as they ever h;ue in new countries up to within recent vears. 
selected lands where they could get timber with which to build and to provide 
themselves with fuel. This was certainly true in Sherman township's settle- 
ment. Many a pioneer was content with a tract of (piite inferior land, if he 
could only have a small piece of timber for fire- wood and rails with which to 
bfild fences about his place. The items of fuel and fencing have long since 
heen changed by the coal field developments m Iowa and the introduction. 
Jtb.ut 1S74. of the barbed wire fencing material. 
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During the years from 1864 to 1871 the following came to this town- 
ship for the purpose of making homes for themselves and families : 

T. Knutson, 1866; Adolph Bucholtz, Fred Winterfield, William Davis, 
Michael Nestor, Samuel Young, 1869; E. Heinzerling, Charles Hough, J. L. 
Liscom, Fred Finn, Samuel Elliott, Herman Wielzin, .1870. 

EARLY EVENTS. 

The first birth in Sherman township was Mary, daughter of Philo Wil- 
liams and wife, born July, 1869. 

The first marriage was that uniting Fred Winterfield and Wena Radhoe, 
married in the autumn of 1872, by Andrew Bronson, a justice of the peace of 
Ellis township. 

The first death in this township was Ole Anderson, who committed 
suicide in 1869. He had lost his wife and, under a depression of spirits, ended 
his own existence. 

A smallpox epidemic broke out in this township in 1871, when Fred 
Wagner, wife, daughter and son-in-law, Henry Kreuger, arrived from Ger- 
many. The physician did not respond to the call, but sent a young medical 
student, who soon pronounced it the dread disease. Five deaths ensued be- 
fore the scourge could be stopped. This caused a demand for the first ceme- 
tery, which was located on section 1. 

TOWN OF RADCLIFFE. 

The largest town platted in Sherman township is RadcIifTe. laid out in 
the fall of 1880, when all the station points along the then newly constructed 
line of the Northwestern railway were started. It is situated on section 29 
and was named by Mr. Bliss, land man for the company. No improvement 
was made until 1881, when A. N. Drake erected the firsj building, the lumber 
being hauled from Hubbard by teams. In this was started the first store of 
the town. 

postoffice. 

A postoffice was established here, before the railroad had been completed 
and A. N. Drake was appointed postmaster. The persons who have held this 
position are: A. N. Drake, William Wiemer, Alonzo Garrison, O. J. Heng. 
George W. Jones, F. E. Drake, the last named having served thirteen years to 
present date. Four rural routes go from this office, all established November 
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15. K)0i. and average twenty-four and a half miles. The busings of this 
office in December. 19 10. amounted to $1,598.10. 

The first white child born in Raddiffe was Mamie Drake, daughter of 
Addison and Carrie Drake. F. D. Cooledge and his son-in-law. who were 
among the first settlers of Raddiffe. started a store and Mr. Drake was the 
first postmaster. 

The railroad was completed to Raddiffe (Toledo branch of the Chicago 
& Northwestern railroad) July 15. 1881. R. C. Hungerford was the fust 
station agent. 

The getieral dealers of this place in i8H_>. second year of the town's hi>- 
tory, were. I'ergfield & Baer, Stukenberg cv Thalman. Rorem Brothers, A X. 
Drake and I. Goodman. The drug business was in the hands of Bently & 
Adams. In the lumber trade, there were 11. D. Ballard and \V. H. Nash 
Thomas Mollis followed in this line, as did J. M Huffman & Company. George 
Minn commenced in the furniture trade in i88_>. Thomas Hollis & Company 
established tile first grain elevator in 1882. An early fire swept away some of 
the st,, res and grain warehouse. 

Bl'SINI-SS IXTKRKSTS OF 1 Q I I. 

General Dealers— -George Sampson. A. Gronsdalil. ].. C. Thalman. John 
Airundson. Martin Sevold. Henry Stukcnhurg. F. T. Reisetter ( F. T. Rei^et- 
*«t X G.mpam I. Raddiffe Mercantile Company ( A. and F. T. Rorem). 

Drugs |-. K. ]\. Marsha. M. I.. H altered. 

Furniture- C. I. Few is. 

Clo!l'iug - < ) I. F ersi»n. 

Hardware — f'riest Brothers \- Com]. .my. Raddttte I lardw are Company. 

I arm Implements - John>< m Brother,. I. II l.uglan. 

Mdhnen ■ Wade \- Miller. Minnie l\ei-on. 

Meat Market G 1 ) Shcld' m 

Harness Shop- -J. H. foster. -- — Williams. 

I'h .t'.giaphs- 1*. S. Howe. 

Blacksmiths - Mason & B.utler. Tli«»ni.> Tweet. 

Restaurant -Fred I'iest. W C,. Honck. 

Hotel— l he Finn, by Henry Luglan. 

Banks -Drake & Ballard Investment Company, Bank of Raddiffe. Far- 
mers" Rank and First National Bank. 
Livery — G. D. Sheldon. 

Grain Elevators — Farmers' F.levator Coir.pany. Kunz Grain Company 
l -'I ) 
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Lumber — Hoffman & Himmel. 
Live Stock — G. H. Stout. 
Newspaper — Radcliffe Signal. 

Auto Garage — Amundson & Thorson Auto Company. 

Physicians — Drs. G. A. Stalford, R. R. Gaard. 

Dentist — F. M. Preston. 

Opera House— "Finn's Opera Hall." 

Music Store — A. C. Amundson. 

INCORPORATION HISTORY. 

Radcliffe was incorporated in July, 1891, and the following November 
the first officers were elected as follows: Frederick Finn, mayor; R. B. Bal- 
lard, recorder; A. Hemmelman, treasurer; O. J. Heng, assessor; councilmcn, 
Dr. F. E. DeMarsha, A. P. Baer, William Wiemer, A. Garrison, W. A. Drake, 
J. W. Pearce. The original incorporation included a section of land, but only 
fourteen blocks were platted at first. 

The following have been the mayors in Radcliffe to date: Frederick 
Finn, 1891 to 1894; A. N. Drake, 1894 to 1895 ; T. S. Waud, 1895 to 1896; 
Frederick Finn from 1896 to 1901 ; F. L. Howe, 1901 to 1904; S. L. Iver- 
son, 1904 to 1906; C. E. Myers, 1906 to 1908; Fred Stuckenberg, 1908 to 
1910; S. L. Iverson, 1910 and still in office. 

The officers of the town in January, 191 1, were: Mayor, S. L. Iverson; 
recorder, E. T. Rorem; assessor, John Thompson; treasurer, C. T. Weimer; 
marshal, J. D. Mason ; councilmen, A. Rorem, H. A. Drake, 0. J. Johnson, 
T. T. Friest, C. E. Myers. 

In 1 901 the town was bonded for water works to the amount of eight 
thousand dollars, drawing five per cent, interest. Three wells were sunk and 
a steady, ample supply of the best water was obtained and this has given the 
place an abundance of pure drinking water and also protects the town from 
fires. A stand-pipe tank was constructed, twenty by twenty feet, and this is 
elevated to a height of ninety-two feet, giving a fine water pressure. A volun- 
teer fire department makes the town safe, as every business firm is represented 
in the fire company. The present fire chief, T. S. Butler, has served in all 
now about six years. 

A private gas company, producing gas from gasoline, furnishes private 
and street lamps to all parts of the town. 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



323 



VILLAGE OF SHERMAN. 

A postoffice was established at Sherman, which is a new station point 
on the Short Line railway, in Sherman township, in the spring of 1903, a 
year or two after the roar! was constructed through the township. It is a 
fourth-class postoffice and no money order or rural delivery business is as yet 
transacted there. Two mails are received each way daily. The postmasters 
having served at this point thus far are : Frederick Finn, Marie Schmedika. 
John Ellerbrook, Elmer McFarland. Otto W. Topp and the present postmas- 
ter. Dr. J. C. R. Hochstetler. 

The present business of the village consists of a good general merchandise 
store, a few shops, and warehouses and the depot. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, I9IO. 

Justices of peace, G. W. Jones and S. L. Iverson ; constables, A. J. Jones 
and J. B. Fister; clerk, G. W. Jones; trustees. R. H. Bergfield, J. J. Himmel 
and H. F. Winterfield; assessor, N. L. Webster. 
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TIPTON TOWNSHIP. 

Second from the west and second from the south line of the county is 
Tipton township, named from Tipton creek, and that from Gen. John Tipton, 
of Indiana early Indian war fame, connected with the campaigns of Gen. 
William Henry Harrison, including the famous battle of Tippecanoe. This 
civil township is six miles square and is well watered and drained by the pretty 
streams, the South Fork of the Iowa, the Tipton and Honey creeks. These 
all flow in a southeastern direction. Originally, along the South Fork and 
Tipton creek there was considerable good native timber, but with the settle- 
ment of the township most of the heavier timber has been cut off or sa\ve<I 
up into lumber in making improvements in the township. 

Tipton was set off from Pleasant township in 1859, and its first election 
was held at Point Pleasant. It then included all of the present township of 
Sherman. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

To a man named Keith must be given the honor of being the first settler 
to invade the wilds of this portion of Hardin count v with a view of Incoming 
a permanent settler. He located on section 12, in 1852. but about two years 
later he concluded to pull up stakes and go to northern Illinois, where it is 
supposed he shortly afterwards died. 

The settlers who came in 1854 included Amasa Collins, who came from 
Pleasant township, where he had previously located on a piece of govern- 
ment land. In Tipton township he settled on section 22, where he erected a 
jxjle cabin, in which he resided until the summer of 1861. He remained on 
this land until 1865, when he engaged in merchandising at Point Pleasant for 
one year, then moved to Monroe county, Iowa, where he was last heard of in 
1883. 

John Cayton came from Hancock county, Ohio, in the early spring of 
1854. locating on section 26. where he purchased a claim and there remained 
until his death, in April. 1863, dying of congestion of the lungs, and was laid 
away to rest in the cemetery located on the Roylan farm. 

T. J. Sheldon came the same season and embarked in the mercantile busi- 
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ness; also engaged in fanning. After 1858 he quit the store and moved to 
his farm on section 1 1. He at one time owned fourteen hundred acres of land 
in Hardin county. 

George YY. Diltz, from Ohio, settled on section 22 about the year 1854, 
possibly a year later. In 1864 he removed to Pleasant township. Travelers 
and land lookers frequently stopped at his place, and many an emigrant was 
pulled out of the muddy streams and swamps found there in the fifties. His 
oxen and horses were in great demand during the spring of the year. During 
the years 01 the Civil war the stage line from Marshalltown to Webster City 
had this for a stopping station and the late Hon. Gilbert B. Pray, later clerk 
of the supreme court of Iowa, used to relate many incidents of good cheer 
and excellent cooking furnished him while a stage driver on this route. 

Israel A. Johnson came from Ohio and located in Pleasant township 
early in the fifties, and in Tipton in 1868. 

Samuel E. Mossman, of Mercer county, Illinois, born in 1841, came with 
his parents, George and Hannah Mossman, to Hardin county in 1854, en- 
listed in 1862 in the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry Regiment, serving till the 
conflict had ended victoriously for the Union. He was under Capt. Joseph 
Edgington, and served in nine hard fought battles. His father settled in this 
county in 1854 and the following season bought land in Tipton township. 

Isaac Barnhart came from Butler county, Pennsylvania, in 1854 and first 
settled in Marshall county, but the following year located in Tipton township, 
at least took land on section 4, coming there to live in 1870. 

Among the early German pioneers here may be remembered Augustus 
Mitterer, born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1823. He came to America in 
1846, settled in Virginia, remained until 1855, when he moved to Hardin 
county. Iowa, settling at Point Pleasant, there being but one house when he 
arrived, but during the next few months he built four houses which he sold, 
one after the other. He was prominent in the building of the Presbyterian 
church at that place. He it was who laid the stone foundation and also drove 
home the last nail in the building. He served in the Thirty-Second Iowa In- 
fantry Regiment, and was in hospital at Little Rock, being finally discharged 
for disability. 

Jacob Hough, born in 181 5. came to Tipton township in 1856. settling on 
action 36, purchasing a farm consisting of one hundred and twenty acres. He 
was a justice of the peace for twelve years. 

Leonard Van Patter, a Canadian, born in 1833, came to the present site 
of Mason City, Iowa, in 1854, and to section 11, Tipton township, Hardin 
county, Iowa. He was a justice of the peace for fourteen years. 
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Charles Hammer, Sr., a native of Wurtemberg, Germany, born in 1813. 
came to America in 1840. settled in Maryland, remained three years following 
the vocation of a cloth weaver. He then worked at that twelve years in Vir- 
ginia, coming to Linn county, Jowa, in 1855, and on to Point Pleasant, Har- 
din county, in 1856. In Point Pleasant he settled in 1862 and bought a farm 
on section 24. He served as justice, constable, clerk and was postmaster at 
Point Pleasant eight years. 

Other settlers were D. C. Crosser, \V. W. Boylan, Jacob S. Rodgers, 
William How ell, L. 1). Gordon, A. D. Meeker and E. C. Austin. 

The first marriage in Tipton township was John M. C. Potts and Eliza- 
beth Collins, in 1858. The ceremony was performed by Rev. Peter Shamp, a 
Protestant Methodist minister. Mr. Potts enlisted in the Sixth Iowa In- 
fantry and was killed at Dallas, Georgia. He held the office of corporal. 

The first person to die within Tipton township was a stranger, named 
Carpenter, who stopped over night at the house of George W. Diltz, and was 
taken ill and found dead in his bed the following morning. He was decently 
buried, in a lonely sj>ot in the woods on Tipton creek. 

The first cemetery of this township was laid out on the northeast corner 
of the southwest quarter of section 22. Ida. daughter of George \V. Diltz and 
wife, was the first person to be interred there. The township now has several 
well-cared- for cemeteries. 

The first public school was taught in the summer of 1857, in a temporary 
log cabin, by Sarah Howell, who became the wife of J. M. Boyd. 

It may he said that this township was struck by the great tornado of 
June. i860, that swept over Iowa and worked such wreck and ruin at New 
Providence and Camanche. Really all the damage sustained in Tipton town- 
ship was the blowing down of many miles of fences and the unroofing of a 
double log house owned by pioneer Jacob Hough, on section 36. 

TIPTOXS PART IN THE CIVIL WAR. 

This township furnished its full quota of soldiers in the Union army, 
under various calls for men. but. owing to a miscount, a draft was made and 
readily honored. Several from Tipton township lost their lives in that war. 
In 1864 general funeral services were held on the farm of Amasa Collins for 
the dead heroes. John M. C. Potts. Francis M. Collins and Leander Collins. 

A military company was organized at Point Pleasant, known as the Union 
Home Guard, with Sidney Peck, captain; Perry HifTner, first lieutenant, and 
\\\ W. Boylan, second lieutenant. 



Digitized by GoogI : 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



327 



EARLY POSTOFFICES. 

Tipton township was provided for in mail and postoffice service by the 
establishment of an office at Point Pleasant, in 1855, and by an office known 
as Tipton Grove postoffice. established in 1865, of which John Boylan was 
postmaster. It was held at his house on section 22. This office was discon- 
tinued when, in 1880, Hubbard was established. 

THE TOWN OF HUBBARD. 

Among the more modern tow ns of Hardin county is Hubbard, a station 
on the Chicago & Northwestern railway line, in Tipton tow nship. In 1880 a 
town by this name was platted on the open prairie on land owned by V J. 
Hunter, w ho deeded to the railroad company, for town site uses. October 1 2, 
1880. parts of the west half of the northeast quarter of section 33, township 
87. range 21. On October 26. that year, there was made an addition to this 
platting, on lands on section 34, by H. D. Hoover. The lot sale was con- 
ducted by land agent Pdiss. for the company in Octolier, when sixteen lots were 
sold to the following persons: 

T. YV. Strother. J. C. Moorman. He Roy Ellsworth. Webb &• Christie. J. 
P. Marshall. 7. L. Martin. T. J. Hunter, George Lohr. Asa Rushnell. Vinton 
& Law ton, R. Rilling and J. J. Parsons. Prices ranged from one hundred 
dollars to one hundred and seventy-tive dollars each. Each person bound 
himself to build a building upon the lot bought, within six months, at a cost of 
not less than four hundred dollars. Law ton & Vinton, of Belle Plain, erected 
the first structure, it being used for a boarding house. J. M. Christie opened 
the fust .store in the new town. October 27. 1880. a hardware store. J. X. 
Marshall opened the first general store November 17, 1880. 

October 20. j88o. there was not a single house on the town plat, but 
January 1. 1S81. there were several stores, and a population estimated at fully 
three hundred. The town now has a population of six hundred, but it has 
not materialized into anywhere near what was believed it would by its pro- 
jectors. 

The old postoffice at Tipton Grove was ordered discontinued in Decem- 
ber. 1880. and one established at Hubbard. J. J. Parsons was appointed post- 
master. It became a money order station in July. 1881. the first order being 
drawn in favor of J. E. Simpson. Dubuque, for three dollars and seventy-five 
cents, sent by E. P>. Card. The first year's money order business amounted 
to twelve thousand dollars. 
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The postmasters here liave included these: J. J. Parsons. T. W. Strother, 
William W. Hoylan, May. 1884. to April. 1886: E. H. Sheldon, four years; 
James 11. Johnson, and he by Owen Ilecker. and he hy Aaron F. Boylan and 
he hy William W. Hoylan, in Octoher, 1899. and he hy William M. Boylan, 
the present postmaster, who commenced in April. 10/*). 

The office has been a third-class office since 1902. Postmaster Parsons 
was a defaulter to the sum of seven hundred dollars; his bondsmen paid it 
and he was never arrested. He moved to Minnesota. 

In May. 1890. four rural deliveries were extended out from Hubbard, 
averaging about twenty-six miles. This has been a money order business 
office ever since the office was established. 

The first office near this w as old Tipton Grove office, established in 1867, 
with John Boylan as postmaster, followed in 1870 by his son, William W. 
Hoylan. The office was on section 22, township 87, range 21. Before that 
the mail had to come from Point Pleasant office, on route between Webster 
City and Marshal ltown. 

I N C( )R POR A TION HI STO R V. 

Hubbard was incorporated as a town by Hon. I). D. Miracle, judge of 
the circuit court, who appointed the following commissioners: J. L. Marshall. 
J. M. Christie. E. B. Gard. Mark J. Kelley and Pliney Fry. The election was 
set for November 1. 1 88 1 . Seventy-six votes were cast for and five against 
incorporation. The first election ( regular) for town officers was held Febru- 
ary 8. 1882. when these were successful candidates; Madison Slack, mayor; 
J. L. Marshall. G. S. Gift. D. M. Shetlenberger. J. K. Millner and H. D. 
Hoover, trustees; Ruins A. Johnson, recorder; Irvin Milk treasurer; Charles 
XV. Whitney, marshal : S. F. Hammer, assessor. 

The mayors who have serv ed the incorporation ever *ince have been : J. 
K. Millner. 1884-5: William J. Neumann. 1886; W. W. Ray. 1887-8N; J. K. 
Millner. 1889-90: '/.. Martin. 1892: W. M. Boylan. 1893: W. E. Koeneman. 
1894: J. V. White. 1895-99: G. C. Cable. 1899-01 : R. R. Swallum. 1901-04; 
K. D. Thompson. 1904-08: Dr. J. F. R. Brubaker. 1908 to present time. 

The present officers arc: Ma\.n\ Dr. Brubaker; clerk, Calvin Hoylan: 
treasurer. William Hoefer: n-s^-nr, C. C. A. Marshmann: marshal. R. Edick; 
councihuen. W. C. Hoelchcr. J. J. Hines. W. V. Greenfield. August Boeke, 
Simon Engelking. 

An ordinance was passed June 9. 1891. for the construction of a system 
of water works, which est the town four thousand dollars. \ wooden tank 
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was made, hut in 1904 a steel tank, highly elevated, was built at a cost of three 
thousand dollars more. Water from wells is pumped by a gasoline engine. A 
volunteer fire department aided by the water supply and hook and ladder make 
the town comparatively safe from the fire fiend's work 

COMMERCIAL INTERESTS IN l88_\ 

Aside from the various professions, which are elsewhere mentioned, as 
well as banking, etc., the business factors in Hubbard, when less than two 
years old. were as follows : 

The Hubbard and Card Hotels; grain elevators, J. & S. Nichols. Fran- 
cis & Valentine; general merchandise dealers, J. I.. Marshall. J. J. Neumann, 
Strother & Millncr, J. C. Moorman and T. J. Hunter; hardware, J. M. Chris- 
tie. Hadley & Webb; meat market. Hayworth & Mills; lumber. 1). M. Shel- 
lenberger & Company, S. F. Hammer & Company; then there were al- 
most all kinds of tradesmen here found, needed in a small country town w ith 
bright building hopes before it. 

HUBBARD IN IOJ I. 

Agricultural Implements— Thompson Brothers & Bovlan, Simon Boeke. 
Banking — Hubbard State Bank. First National Bank of Hubbard. 
Hotel— The Park. 

Hardware — C. A. Clancy. Van Patter & Greenfiels. 
Furniture — Simon Boeke, H. S. Boeke. 

General Dealers — R. R. Swallum. Strother Bros., Ernest Helker. 
Drugs — L. J. Rice, O. E. Oleson. 

Lumber — Townsend & Merrill. Farmers' Co-operative Co. (formerly 
C C. Buck). 

Grain Dealers — Farmers' Co-operative Co.. Western Grain Co. 
Live Stock— Simon Fngleking. J. A. Marshman. O. G. Lewison. 
Creamery— Hubbard Co-operative Creamery Co.. established 1906. 
Blacksmiths— C. A. Clancy. R. Fdick. 
Harness— Carl La Cour and Albcry & Mai>el. 
Meats— Simon Fngleking. 

Millinery— Miss Catherine Frederick. Jensen & Sheldon. 
Livery — C. A. Schrader. 

Physicians— Drs. J- F. R. Brubakcr. J. T. Livingood. J. F. Reed. 
Thomas Cosgrove. 
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Dentist — F. H. Herrald. 

Veterinary — J. J. Harmon. 

Jewelers — S. J. Leuwin, Torlif Feive. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS IQI I. 

The township officers serving in 191 1 are: Justice of the peace, E. E- 
McFarland, A. L. Bushnell ; constables. G. W. Alsup, Calvin Bovlan; clerk, 
G. G. Marshtnan; trustees. \Y. G. Hornung. F. C. Dryer. Philip Knowles; 
assessor, \V. R. Thompson. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



CLAY TOWNSHIP. 

Congressional township 88 north, of range 19 west, is known as Clay 
township, in speaking of it as a subdivision of Hardin county. It was or- 
ganized in the month of October, 1855, under the old county judge system. 
It is the township in which Steamboat Rock is situated. The first election 
held in this township was at Steamboat Rock, when the following were duly 
elected to township office: Porter Eastbrook, Samuel L. Higenbotham and 
Isaac Fail, trustees; Samuel H. Rathbine, town clerk. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND MINERALS. 

The principal stream of Clay township is the Iowa river, and it presents 
about the same appearance as at Eldora and in Jackson and Hardin town- 
ships, of finding its way through an immense fissure, which in time w idened 
more or less into bottoms of considerable width, as seen now. The country 
here is much higher than the Cedar, torty miles to the east, and the South 
Fork, west. It was written m 1879 of this section that, "Besides minerals, 
gold and sulphur, clays, paints, etc., are brought up and made more or less 
visible, although very limited investigation has been made. It looks as 
though the river runs through an immense ridge, with a very zigzag fissure 
through the center, in some places hardly wider than the stream. Above and 
below it is as other streams. The township is mostly beautiful prairie land, 
except a fine skirt of timber along the river. Soft coal alnninds to a consid- 
erable extent and underlies the township in greater or less veins, and at one 
day was believed to be of great commercial mining value, but of recent years, 
with much thicker veins farther south in Iowa, these coal lands have not 
been worked much." The expert committee who examined these lands when 
the Central railroad was l>eing proposed, said. "Clay was undoubtedly origin- 
ally the most heavily timbered township in this county, being about half cov- 
ered with heavy timber. The timber is white oak and red oak; also black 
walnut, hickory, basswood, white walnut and elm." 

In 1857 and in 1876 there were gold excitements in this county and with- 
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in this township was the center of attraction. In 1857 gold was discovered 
on section 29, on the west bank of the Iowa, being worked by O. M. Hokomb 
and others, he being an old gold miner of California gold diggings. The 
shining metal was also found in small amounts on the northwest quarter of 
section 22, in 1858-59, in the east bank of the river, north from Steamboat 
Rock. 

THE PIONEER SETTLERS. 

Without going into detail about when and where all of the first set- 
tlers in Clay township made their claims, it will suffice to state that it was first 
settled in 185 1 and that prior to 1854 the following came in and made per- 
manent settlements: 

Nicholas Rice, 1851; S. A. Williamson, 1851 ; Bolivar Fail, John Wil- 
liams, Mathias Jackson. Gideon Rathbone, Samuel W. Hoover, Isaac N. Lesch, 
William Ranesberger, George Hayden, Elijah Hayden, Henry Isebrands, Gran- 
ville Arnold, Henry Johns, William Leverton, Benjamin F. Reed, Charles 
H. Rockwell, S. B. Cunningham, Porter Esterbrook, Sidney Ellis, Daniel 
Bates, John Wright, J. W. Higenbotham, Ebenezer B. Wilcox, James D 
Fuson, F. H. Sterns, L. E. Campbell, A. S. Root, S. F. Lathrop, Anthony 
Robertson, William Robertson, William Haynes, William Scott, James 
McConchie, John A. Moore, William Freeborn, 1852; N. W. Doud, George 
Ranesberger, Ezra Hunger ford, Asher Park, Charles Boyle, Sanford Bald- 
win, Rev. E. C. Crippen, Geo. Hayden, John Giles. John Kelso, Joseph Felk- 
ner, James Tucker, Ellis Parker. A majority of these men have long since 
been called from earth, while others have found homes in distant sections 
of the country. A few of the original pioneer band still remain in Hardin 
county, enjoying the fruit of their early-day labors. 

The first school in Clay township was taught by Mrs. Samuel Hoover 
in her residence, on section 29, on land later owned by John H. Hoover. 

The following will give a brief outline of some of the settlers who first 
broke sod in Gay township : Benjamin F. Reed was a native of New Hamp- 
shire and went to California when a young man, remained some years and 
after visiting his old New England home, came West, locating near Steam- 
boat Rock, Iowa. He reared a large and intelligent family, several sons of 
which are now engaged in drug and other mercantile business in Iowa, includ- 
ing one son, a druggist, at Eldora. 

Isaac N. Lesh. a native of Preble county, Ohio, born in 1813. moved to 
Clay township in 18^2. entering the land on which now stands the town of 
Steamboat Rock. In 1861 he moved to Nebraska, but soon returned ami 
settled on section 20. 
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Samuel \V. Hoover, a native of Kentucky, located in this township in 
1852, on section 20, where he built a small cabin and there lived until the 
Civil war came on, when he enlisted and served his country until his death, 
at Savannah, Tennessee, in 1862. 

William Leverton came to this county in the summer of 1854, locating 
on section 3, Clay township, but later moved to section 4. He was a native 
of England, born in 1812, and emigrated to America in 183 1. He first came 
to Canada and later to Joliet, Illinois, where he worked on the canal. He suc- 
ceeded in Clay township as a farmer and was a strict Democrat in politics. 

Henry Johns came to Clay township in 1854. He was a native of 
England, born in London in 1829. The father located on section 4, where 
he died in 1864. 

Isaiah Frost came in 1854, locating at the village of Steamboat Rock. He 
built a small blacksmith shop, and worked at his trade, he being the first black- 
smith in the vicinity, Later he moved to a farm three miles out of town and 
there died. 

John Kelso, a native of Licking county, Ohio, came to Hardin county in 
the autumn of 1854, settling in Gay township where he was a successful 
farmer for many years. 

Other quite early settlers were : William Haynes, John C. McConkle, 
Martin Snider, William Scott, Meno Harms, James D. Fuson, George Hath- 
away, Samuel W. Stewart, John T. Hardin, John A. Fisher, Myron Conklin. 
John T. Hardin and others whose names are now forgotten, but whose im- 
provements in the township are enjoyed today by others. 

WILD ANIMALS. 

In 1852-3 the snow fell November 18, and remained on the ground 
until the late springtime. During that memorable winter, elk, deer and buf- 
falo were found in abundance. A large number were killed that winter, but 
since then but few have been seen here. 

In the latter part of the winter of 1854-55. a bear was found by C. J. 
McClure. and followed by him and J. G. Vansickle on horseback. They 
finally captured and killed the bear and her cubs, over in the edge of Grundy 
county. 

When the Civil war came on, the patriotic men of Clay township entered 
the Union army in goodly numbers and the writer wishes to record in this 
connection a paragraph concerning 
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A TRUE VETERAN. 

Asel Wickhani, who was a native of Ohio, served as a soldier in the 
war with Mexico; was past fifty years of age when he enlisted in the Twelfth 
Iowa Infantry Regiment; was taken prisoner and laid in Libby Prison for 
eighteen months. He was captured at the famous battle of Shiloh. He drew 
a patent for six hundred acres of land in Texas for his services in the Mex- 
ican war. While trying to escape from Libby Prison, he was struck with the 
butt end of a musket, which broke a rib which ultimately caused his sudden 
death, in Clay township, while operating a weaving loom, March 26, 1880. 
It appears that the piece of broken rib worked its way to near the heart and 
after all those years punctured that vital organ and caused him to drop dead. 
His military career was one checkered and seldom surpassed. 

TOWN OF STEAMBOAT ROCK. 

Steamboat Rock is one of the oldest places in Hardin county, it having 
been platted in May, 1855, by John Shepherd, the first surveyor of the 
county. It is situated handsomely on the bank of the Iowa river, on section 
28, township 88, range 19. The original owners of this town site were Isaac 
N. Lesh, Charles Boyle and John Royal. The town took its name from a 
large projecting rock on the river bluff, which at a distance presented the 
appearance of a number of steamboats lying at anchor. On one of these was 
what resembled a wheel-house, and on this grew a large pine tree which in 
1858 was struck by lightning and the shock cut off the "wheel-house" and 
ruined the appearance of the rock resembling the steamboat. Freshets later 
completely washed away the piece of rock known as the wheelhouse. While 
it might have had to draw largely on fancy and imagination to ever have 
seen a steamboat on the bank of the Iowa at that point, it was enough to 
forever give a pretty name to a townsite. 

FIRST EVENTS. 

To the reader of local history there is always more or less interest awak- 
ened in tracing the first settlers and the first of a long series of events, such as 
here follows, hence they have been collected from the memory of pioneers, 
and some have been published in a former county history, so are reliable, for 
they were handed to the historian by men and women who had personal knowl- 
edge of the facts herein narrated. 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



335 



The first person to locate here, after the platting was made, was San ford 
Baldwin, in a house built by Isaac N. Lesh, in December, 1855. It stood on 
the northeast corner of the northwest quarter of section ?8. It was subse- 
quently burned. 

The first stock of goods was opened in that building by pioneer Lcsh. 
who was followed by Joseph Furry. 

Isaac Frost was the first "village blacksmith." 
I. M. Silverthorn was the first wagonmaker. 

The first shoemaker was E. G. Smith, who years later moved to 
Nebraska. 

The first school taught in Steamboat Rock was by Lizzie Kadoo. 
The first religious services were held by Rev. Lowrance, a Cumberland 
Presbyterian preacher. 

Dr. O. G. Fisher was the pioneer physician. 

The earliest hotel was conducted by Reuben Wright, who later resided in 
Washington Territory. 

S. B. Cunningham was the first attorney of the place. 

The above nearly all located in Steamboat Rock prior to 1855. Some 
came, however, as late as 1857. 

POSTOFFICE HISTORY. 

The postoftice at Steamboat Rock was established in 1855. then known 
as Lithopolis, a station on a mail route from Waterloo to Eldora. The name 
SteanilHtat Rock was given to it later. Mail was received once a week over 
the old stage line to Waterloo when this office was first established. The fol- 
lowing have served as postmasters: Jack Sccley. who was followed by S. B. 
Cunningham and he by R. C. Wright. Next came D. B. Morse, who held 
the position until 1876 and then came Mrs. Phcl>e Wales, who held it until 
August jo. 1877, ann * xvas succeeded by R. IT. Waite and he in turn by F. 
II. Sterns. September 18. 1885. came the commission to Henry Lnken. who 
served until April _'<). 1889. when R. M. Wheeler took charge and resigned 
in 180.V when W. T. Xeessen succeeded him. serving until June 6. 1897. when 
came Henry Lukcn again and who is still postmaster. In October. 1910, Mr. 
Luken moved the office to his new building on the corner of Market and 
Sixth streets. For the year ending June 30. 1910. this office had issued one 
thousand six hundred and fifty money orders. Four mails are received and 
sent daily now. 

Rural route No. 1 was established December 4. 1809. with Henry Eilers 
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carrier, salary four hundred dollars per year; route Xo. 2, established Febru- 
ary I. 1902, Howard H. Turner carrier, salary five hundred dollars; both 
carriers now receive eight hundred and sixty- four dollars per year each. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS 191 I. 

Justices of peace. \V. F. Ashen, G. L. Fiske; constables, W. C. Cable, H. 
H. Filers; clerk. R. S. Ward well ; trustees, II. A. Gellhom, John Eilers. Harry 
Grieves; assessor. J. M. Higginbotham. 

A literary society was organized during the winter of 1856-57, at Steam- 
boat Rock, which met to discuss various literary topics during the long, cold 
winter season. From time to time there have been other similar societies, all 
being of an uplifting character. 

MILLING HISTORY. 

With the founding of the town, Isaac N. Lesh, Charles Boyle and Samuel 
Higenbotham put in a saw-mill and dam, forcing the waters of the Iowa 
river to propel their mill in the cutting of lumber. In 1857 this property was 
purchased of Charles Boyle by S. F. Lathrop, who at once commenced the 
erection of a three-story grist mill, thirty by forty feet in dimension, the same 
costing ten thousand dollars. It had two run of buhrs and had a capacity of 
one hundred and twentv-rive barrels per day of twenty- four hours. In 1862. 
during a great freshet, the dam was washed out and swept down stream, as 
was also the old saw-mill. In 1867 the dam was replaced, after it had been 
washed out a second time. It never changed hands for years and in if$i it 
was greatly enlarged and much improved. W. C. Baker, of Cedar Falls, had 
the management of the mill for a number of years. 

In the fall of 1910 this mill was burned and the water power and mill- 
site was sold to the Eldora Electric Light and Power Company, who are using 
the same, together with the power at Eldora. for the production of electricity 
to light both Eldora and Steamboat Rock. The loss of his milling plant is a 
severe blow, commercially, to Steamboat Rock. 

GENERAL BUSINESS HISTORY. 

Steamboat Rock has always been a good trading point. The first to 
deal in lumber by having a regular yard was the firm of Lathrop & Thomas in 
the summer of 1868. They sold two years later to Hall & Conger and two 
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years later they sold to D. \V. Turner. After the town got a railroad, Noye? 
& Tunier began to handle grain. P. H. Hayden, in 1870, started in the grain 
trade and a year later erected an elevator holding ten thousand bushels. In 
1873 D. \V. Turner became sole proprietor and was soon handling two hun- 
dred thousand bushels of grain annually. He also handled lumber to the 
extent of about half a million feet annually. 

The buying and selling of wood was for many years an important indus- 
try at Steamboat Rock. It was first commenced in 1870 by Messrs. Dickey, 
Lathrop, Turner and Bigelow. Their shipments averaged over a thousand 
cords of fire wood annually. A dozen men were employed in cutting wood 
for the market. 

TOWN INCORPORATION. 

Under the general laws of Iowa, Steamboat Rock was incorporated as 
a town in 1875, and the first officers elected were: Mayor, A. W. Wales; 
recorder, R. H. Waite; councilmen, H. W. Kelley, J. C. Root, Jerome Sea- 
bun- , Thomas W. Neeson and D. B. Cartwright. 

The following have served the town as mayors since its organization : 
A. M. Wales, 1875-1878; D. W. Turner. 1878; E. 1). Campbell, 1879; M. 
Ackerman, 1880; (no record found to 1887) ; A. W. Wales, 1887 to 1896; 
Walter Nussen. 1896 to 1898; P. Christians, 1898 to 1900; T. P. Gearhart, 
ioooto 1903; F. W. Eilers, 1903 to 1907; A. S. Root, 1907 to 1910; Dr. J. 
W. Caldwell, 1 910 to 191 1. 

The present town officers are: Dr. J. W. Caldwell, mayor; P. W. 
Xoyes. clerk: R. S. Wardwell, assessor: H. H. Turner, treasurer; C. P. 
Howell, marshal; councilmen, W. Rriggs. W. Cartwright. W. Asher, L>. P. 
Morse. Henry Grieves. 

The town is without fire protection or water works. A move is now 
being agitated to secure such improvements, but is being opposed by the slow- 
going citizens who later may lose their property by fire. 

A first-class school building is found here, occupying a public park, with 
a lnndsome hand-stand and many ornamental shade trees. The town is not 
as thrifty, in many ways, as in years gone by. The recent fire destroying 
the excellent water-mill and the closing of the creamery has. with other causes, 
given the place a temporary setback. 

business in* 191 1. 

The following have charge of the business interests of Steamboat Rock 
in January. 191 1 : 
(22) 
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Agricultural implements — Sanders & Eekhoff, Luken & Cramer. 
Hardware dealers — Sanders & Eekhoff, Cramer Brothers. 
Drugs — T. K. Reed. 
Furniture — Sanders & Eekhoff. 

General dealers — Johnson Bros., Asher & Son, Eilers Mercantile Com- 
pany. 

Lumber — Steamboat Rock Lumber Company, of which E. W. Noyes is 
manager. 

Grain— H. Potgster. 
Livery — Briggs & Hughes. 
Harness shop — John Cramer. 
Blacksmiths — William Hartman. 
Meats — Ole Matherson. 

Physicians— Dr. J. W. and Dr. J. Willard Caldwell. 

Bank — Farmers' Exchange Bank. 

Restaurants — C. L. Fiske. R B. Morse. 

Barber — William Hathaway. 

Notary Publics — H. H. Turner, Henry Lukens. 

There are also a jewelry and shoe shop. The stock company creamery 
closed in the fall of 1910. 

The Masonic order sustains a good lodge at this point and is mentioned 
in the lodge chapter of this work. The churches are the Methodist, Congre- 
gational and German Baptist, mentioned in the Church chapter at length. 
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GRANT TOWNSHIP. 

Congressional township H(>, range 21. was organized in 1868. the year of 
the "Grant, Colfax and Peace" political campaign, when Gen. U. S. Grant was 
elected on the Republican ticket as President. Hence many new townships 
and counties in the country were named for him, and this included Grant 
township, Hardin county. Iowa. It had previously been included in Provi- 
dence township. The first township officers were: Trustees, James Mor- 
gan, Alex. Mills. B. R. Gogerty ; clerk, Philip Shintaffer; assessor. John Fero; 
justices of the peace, J. L. Myers and Edwin Davis; constable, Charles Rales. 

Of the natural surface of this township, let it be stated that it was or- 
iginally almost exclusively a prairie township and what native timber found 
was growing on section 12. Honey and Minerva creeks are the chief streams 
flowing through this territory. Grant is on the south line of the county, sec- 
ond from the western border. 

PIONEER SETTLERS. 

The first to locate within what is now Grant township was R. R. Gogerty, 
who effected his settlement in 1855. He was soon followed by George Hob- 
son, who later removed to Kansas. Hobson settled in 1856. Hiram Ham- 
mer was next to claim a residence and purchase land in the township; he came 
in 1857. and has long since been numbered among the deceased of Hardin 
county. In 1859 George Hayworth came in. No other settlers came until 
ifr'q when Edwin Davis and Irvin Mills settled. David and Alexander 
Mills were also numlxrred among the quite early settlers of the township. In 
1 8* A Burnett Mulford settled, but a few years later removed to Kansas. 
One of the settlers of 1868 was Charles Hoelscher ; James Morgan came in 
i860 and Miles YY. Carr. another enterprising fanner, came in 1870. remained 
a while and removed to Kansas, when the flood-tide of emigration swept so 
many Iowa men farther on toward the setting sun. J. C. Bailey, who first 
lived in I'nion township, moved to Grant in 1877 and X. S. Martin and Wil- 
liam Anderson came in 1871. This tow nship was not settled very rapidly, but 
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when the Northwestern railroad was extended through the south part of Har- 
din county and market towns sprung up, things were soon changed and land 
rose in value and was all taken up during the latter part of the eighties. 

FIRST AND IMPORTANT EVENTS. 

The first settler was R. R. Gogerty, in 185 1. 

The first birth in the township was Francis A., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gogerty. born July 23, 1856. 

The first death was Willie Minkins, in the w inter of 1860-61. He was 
buried at Illinois Grove. Marshall county. 

The first couple residing in the township to be united in marriage was 
Wyatt Albertson and Barbara L. Hockett, September 29, 1870. 

The Society of Friends held the first religious services in the Center 
school house in 1869. 

A postofTicc was established on section 17 in 1876 called Idaho. After 
railroads sprung up all about it and there was no use for it, the department at 
Washington discontinued it. 

During the great prohibition amendment days of 1882, a petition was 
circulated in Grant township and signed by nearly every woman within the 
confines of the township. It was headed, "We, the wives, mothers and daugh- 
ters and sisters of Grant township, respectfully request you to cast a vote in 
favor of the constitutional amendment for prohibition." It had almost one 
hundred and forty signatures of Grant township ladies attached to it, and 
had its effect at the polls on June 27. when the vote was taken all over the 
state. 

PIONEER GOGERTY. 

The history of Grant township would not be complete without some per- 
sonal mention of its first settler. 

B. R. Gogerty was a native of Orange county. New York, born in 1827, 
son of William Gogerty, a native of France. He first started in life as a 
varnisher and finisher, learning his trade in New York city. He married and 
in 1855 settled in Marshall county, Iowa, moving to Grant township, this 
county. July 2. 1856, having been up here and broken some land the spring 
before and built a house. He had a family of eleven sons and daughters 
Politically, he was a stanch supporter of the general principles of the Demo- 
cratic party, and held numerous local official positions. In 1859 he had the 
misfortune to he burned out by a prairie fire, which caused him to return to 
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the East for three years, but once having a taste of the free and enterprising 
prairie land of Iowa, he could not longer remain East, but returned to sec- 
tion 33 of Grant township. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

The township officers in 191 1 are: Justices of the peace, C. E. Hankey, 
P. D. Harvey; constable. H. P. Bailey; trustees, Hy. Weichman, Hy. 
Klemme, Fred Klemme; assessor, H. F. Patzer ; clerk. Gust. Hoelscher. 
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BUCKEYE TOWNSHIP. 

Buckeye is the second township from the north line and in the western 
tier of Hardin county townships. It was organized in 1865 by the board of 
county supervisors, and the first township meeting was held at the Kellogg 
school house, then on section 11. This is an almost exclusive prairie town- 
ship, the only timber being along the small streams. The South Fork of the 
Iowa river enters the township on section 6. passes through nine sections of 
the township, and then enters Kllis township. Tipton creek enters on section 
30. passes through sections 29 and 32 and from 33 enters Sherman township. 
Originally, there were several small springs, affording an abundance of pure 
water, some containing medicinal qualities. 

EARTHWORKS. 

On section 26 there are strong indications of pre-historic fortifications, 
but by whom and when built no man will ever know. It has generally been 
believed that it was an old Indian burying ground, but others have believed 
that it was where a body of Mormon emigrants encamped while en route 
from Nauvoo to Salt Lake, after being driven from that place in 1846. These 
earthworks are in the shape of a half-moon, with two rows of rifle pits in the 
circle. As late as 1885 these works were easily discernible. L. J. Shepherd, 
of Kllis. found a flint-lock gun. with its stock rotted away, which led him to 
believe it a modern-day burial place. It is usually thought, however, to be of 
very ancient origin. 

EARLY -SETTLEMENTS. 

This township was first settled by two brothers, named Pilgrim, who 
located on the southwest quarter of section 12 in the summer of 1853. There 
they built a double log house, each part being about sixteen feet square and 
one story high. It was covered with shakes. This building stood on the 
stage route from Dubuque to Fort Dodge, and was the only house between 
Cedar Falls and Webster City. It is related of this place, that the Pilgrims, 
while agents at this stage station, would feast their guests by spreading the 



Digitized by Googl 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



343 



cloth on a dry goods box for a table. When the meal was completed, the 
cover of the box was removed, and what remained of the repast, together with 
the dishes, were placed inside. These Pilgrim brothers, who were true pio- 
neers, remained until 1855, when they sold out and went on farther west. 

The next settler in the township was John Snider, formerly from Ohio, 
but who came from Illinois in the spring of 1854, entering nine hundred and 
sixty acres of land, including most of Snider's Grove. He built the second 
house in the township on the southwest quarter of section 2. He remained 
a resident of the township until he died in 1861. 

In 1855 came L. T. Beard and his brother, D. A. Beard, entering a half 
of section 15 and a part of section 10. L. T. Beard built the first frame house 
in the township. 

During 1856 the settlement was increased by the advent of several fami- 
lies, including Richard Linn and T. Kellogg. Richard Linn bought the old 
homestead place of the Pilgrims, the township's first settlers. Together with 
a brother, Mr. Linn purchased eight hundred acres of land. He was prominent 
in political and religious movements and was once the president of the Hardin 
County Agricultural Society. He moved to Table Rock, Nebraska, in 1865, 
where he died in 1881. 

In the spring of 1854 came J. I. Lyon, a native of New York city. He 
only remained six weeks, returned to his old home in Illinois, and came back in 
1866. when he moved to his farm in Buckeye township. 

Other pioneer settlers were G. L. Morriell, Alexander Barhite and A. 
P. Kellogg. From 1863 settlement was rapidly made and it cannot now be 
interestingly traced : suffice to say the township is dotted thickly with fine farm 
houses and the land, every acre, is well tilled and valued at far higher a figure 
than was ever dreamed of by the settlers of the fifties and sixties. 

FIRST EVENTS. 

The first couple married in Buckeye township was L. T. Beard and Mary 
E. White, by Rev. John Wilcox, on July 27, 1857. 

The first child born in the township was the infant born to Mr. and Mrs. 
John Snider, in the autumn of 1855. It lived but a short time and its death 
was the first to chronicle within the township. 

The first school house was a frame building erected in the fall of 1857. 
on the southwest quarter of section 11, by L. T. Beard, at a cost of seven 
hundred and fifty dollars. Mary Ross taught the first term of school there 
in the summer of 1858; there were only eight pupils. L. T. Beard taught the 
winter term in the same house. 
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This township was without a railroad until about 1901, when the Des 
Moines & Iowa Falls "Short Line" was built through to Iowa Falls, with a 
station point at Buckeye, now a thriving hamlet. 

VILLAGE OF BUCKEYE. 

One of the latest town plattings within Hardin county is Buckeye, in this 
township. When the "Short Line" railroad was constructed through the 
township about 1900-01, this village was platted and has come to be a pros- 
perous hamlet of much commercial importance, and is rapidly growing. In 
1904 it had a population of two hundred ; had a good bank, a history of which 
appears in the Banking chapter ; a newspaper, see Press chapter; a good hard- 
ware store owned by B. F. Baker; a general merchandise stock, by George H. 
Bailey and a number of smaller concerns. Since then the town has made rapid 
strides in the way of improvements. Other pioneers of this place are: Louis 
Barrick, grocer; R. H. Bowman, drugs; Buckeye Mercantile Company; Dia- 
mond Grain Company; Hammond & Fluke, hardware dealers; C. A. Rummell, 
hardware; the Iowa Lumber Company; Charles W. Litchfield, liveryman; 
Mrs. A. I. Totten, groceries. 

The present (January, 191 1 ) business interests of the place may be 
named as follows : 

General Dealers — Buckeye Mercantile Company, established in Decem- 
ber, 1 901, is an incorporated concern having a capital of ten thousand dollars, 
with officers, president, W. V. Shipley; secretary and treasurer, George H. 
Bailey ; directors, Messrs. Shipley, Bailey and H. J. Bruhns. They erected a 
double store building, fifty by sixty-five feet, which has been added to. 

Hardware Dealers — Fred Nolte, G. Lutschwager. 
Lumber — Schull Lumber Company. 
Meats — George Lutterman. 
Furniture — E. Stringer. 

Grain — Farmers' Elevator Company, Western Elevator Company. 
Coal — The lumber and grain men. 
Livery — H. Wiringa. 

Banking — The (private) Bank of Buckeye. 
Physicians— Dr. C. S. Trimble. 
Drugs— Burroughs Drug Company. 
Millinery— Buckeye Mercantile Company. 
Restaurant— S. H. Davis. 
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Live Stock — Gehrke & Son, \V. M. Schedmidaka. 
Blacksmithing — A. Underwood. 
Harness — E. Stringer. 

A stock company engaged in the creamery business and run a number 
of years, but dosed down in 1910. 

POSTOFFICE HISTORY. 

May 26, 1902, a postoffice was established at Buckeye. It is a fourth- 
class office and has issued money orders since April 4. 1904. The postmasters 
have been. Ed. KaufTman, who served a short time and was succeeded by the 
present incuml>ent, George H. Bailey, of the Buckeye Mercantile Company, 
in which business house the office is held. He took the office September 13, 
1902. 

MUNICIPAL INTERESTS. 

Buckeye was incorporated as a town, under the laws of Iowa. May 25. 
1903. and the mayor's office has been held by these men : L. D. Van Patter, 
Dr. C. S. Trimble. C. S. Van Patter and E. Stringer. The present officers 
are: E. S. Stringer, mayor; R. S. Cornell, clerk; G. C. Kinney, assessor; H. 
I. Rrtihns, treasurer; A. Underwood, marshal; councilmen, G. H. Bailey S. 
J. Hartman. Fred Xolte. C. E. King. Gus Runge, C. S. Trimble. 

The town is now laboring under a heavy tax with which drainage ditches 
arc king cut through the platting of the town, and when that is completed 
thev will likely take up the matter of providing a system of water works for 
fire protection. 

The only lodge in town is the Odd Fellow s order, of which R. S. Cornell 
i* the secretary. See Lodge chapter. 

The churches are German Evangelical. German Lutheran and Congrega- 
tional. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

The 191 1 township officers arc: Justices of the peace. A. P. Kellogg. M. 
K. Gehrke ; constables. YY. Weringa. Aite Wirds; clerk, Jacob Fish; trustees. 
S W. Benshoof. John Lutschwager. Emil Vierkandt ; assessor, X. Xeucn- 
feldt. 
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UNION TOWNSHIP. 

This is the subdivision of Hardin county to which belongs the distinction 
of having first been entered for actual settlement. It was Grcenberry Haggin. 
a genuine pioneer character, who preferred the outskirts of civilization rather 
than the more thoroughly developed sections of country in which to abide. 
He loved the wild prairie, its tall grass, its nodding wild flowers, its game 
and its meandering streamlets and skirted timbered streams. He entered this 
fair, untouched domain in 1849. with his family, and built him a rude log 
cabin on section 23. He had several sons, all of whom took claims on sections 
10. 14 and 23. After a few years it became too "civilized" for this sturdy 
pioneer and. with members of his family, he removed to the wilds of Minne- 
sota, since which the people of this county have lost all track of his career. 
He with his kin folk were all the white persons residing in Hardin county in 

1849- 

Tn 1850 to Union township came James Austin Dawdy. William Robeson. 
Samuel Smith, Sr., with his two sons. Alexander and Samuel Smith. Jr., all 
from Knox county, Illinois. Jacob Miller and a Mr. Grimsley and Thomas 
Mauser came the same year. William Robeson located on section 14. removed 
several times, but finally died on this section. Grimsley settled on section 10. 
where he opened up a farm, and did blacksmithing under an old oak tree, in 
the spring and summer of 1851. He later erected a good shop and it is sup- 
posed was the first blacksmith that ever tested the coal from a Hardin county 
coal mine. It is related by Samuel Smith. Jr., that in the spring of 1851. he 
went with Mr. Grimsley down the Iowa near where the mines of Moran & 
Buckner were later developed, and from the bottom of the river dug out a load 
of soft coal which they hauled back to Grimslcy's shop and it was there used 
in his pioneer forge. Grimsley died in 1852 and his was probably the first 
death of a white man in this township. 

ORGANIZATION OF UNION TOWNSHIP. 

Alexander Smith, the county judge of Hardin county, organized this 
township in 1853. The first election of township officers was held at the house 
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of Cyrus Rowen, a half mile north of the present site of the town of Union. 
Thomas Hauser was elected justice of the peace. An election had been held 
in the township prior to this, the first in Hardin county, which was held at 
the house of Henry Abrams, for the election of county officers. 

SURFACE AND NATURAL FEATURES. 

Union township is situated in the extreme southeastern corner of the 
county, bounded on the north by Eldora township, on the east by Grundy 
county, on the south by Marshall county, on the west by Providence town- 
ship, Hardin county. The territory is traversed by the two lines of the north- 
western system of railroads and the Iowa Central. Its towns are Whitten, 
Union and Gifford. Its chief water course is the Iowa river, that flows from 
section 4 on the north line, down through the township, leaving the county 
from section 36. Honey creek touches the extreme southwestern corner of 
the territory. The Iowa river is. or at an early day was, heavily timbered. 
There are numerous small streams flowing into the Iowa river within this 
township, affording plenty of excellent drainage and an abundance of pure 
water. Honey creek derived its name from the many wild honey bees found 
in the timber section through which the pretty stream meanders. 

PIONEERS OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

Samuel Smith, Sr., was a native of Virginia. After his marriage he 
moved to Ohio, where the family lived until after the last war with England. 
He enlisted and was present at the battle of Fort Meigs. In 1824 the family 
moved to Indiana and in 1837 to Knox county, Illinois, where they remained 
until 1849, then moved to Keokuk county, Iowa, remained until the spring of 
1850. then came to Hardin county. He died in 1854 and the good wife in 
1858. 

In 1 85 1 the only settlers who came in were John Q. Irvin. L. W. Price. 
Daniel Spurlin and family and Washington Asher. 

In 1852 the township rapidly filled up with an enterprising class of citizens 
and prosperity was seen on every hand until the coming on of the panic of 
1857 and later the great Civil war. 

It may be added that during the first ten years in the history of Union 
township that these also effected their settlement: L. H. Lockwood, William 
Lockard, James Druary, James Long and family and George Whitney. 

Having given the beginning of settlement here, it will be in order to in- 
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form the reader concerning sonic of the men and women who came in al>out 
that date and also of a later tide of immigration. 

T. N. Hanser, a native of North Carolina, born in 1822, married in 1844 
and in 1850 emigrated to Iowa, coming through with teams, camping out. 
Their first cabin in Hardin county was twelve by fourteen feet, made of round 
poles, without windows, and for a light depended on a log cut away in the side, 
over which was placed a greased paper, lie paid a Mr. Haggin fifteen dollars 
for a claim right. Being a poor man, at the time of his coming he engaged 
to split two thousand fence rails for a Mr. Smith, for fifty cents per hundred, 
and during the same winter split enough rails to surround his own land. He 
also hewed timber from which to erect for himself a new log house. This 
pioneer palace was supplied with furniture made by him from native lumber. 
The summer of 185 1 was known as the "wet season" to pioneers, and pro- 
visions were extremely scarce. For six weeks he had to live on borrowed 
com. which, on account of high waters and bad roads, he had to pound into 
meal in a wooden mortar. After a third of a century, in 1882. this pioneer 
had accumulated much property, had aided his large family of sons and daugh- 
ters and held a half section of valuable land in Union township. He was a 
Republican in politics and when the Old Settlers Association was organized 
he was selected as its first president. His was a checkered, but highly interest- 
ing and successful career. 

William Montz. another settler of 1850, was born in Frederick county, 
Maryland, in 181 3, and was of a family of eighteen children. He accompanied 
his parents to Ohio when four years of age and gained an education in a 
pioneer school house. He married in 1849 anf l came to Hardin county. Iowa, 
in 1850. In 1882 he lived in the town of Whitten and owned a farm of over 
two hundred acres, valued at forty dollars per acre. 

James A. Dawdy, a native of Kentucky, born in 1819. in an early day 
moved to Illinois and in 1848 to Keokuk county, Iowa. The following year 
he moved to Hardin county, where he bought wild land and remained until 
his death, in May. 1864- He was an honored member of the Christian church 
He succeeded and left a handsome competency for his family. His wife used 
to relate how she had to grind buckwheat in a coffee mill, and pound corn in 
a stump burnt out for that purpose. 

Other prominent settlers in their day were : J. Q. Irvin, of East Tennes- 
see : L. W. Price, of Rush county. Indiana; William Lockwood, of Virginia; 
Daniel Spurlin. a North Carolinan ; M. V. Savers, of Ohio; J. Q. Adams, 
born in Ohio in 1820; John Moore, of Kentucky; Lyman H. Lockwood. native 
of Ohio, born in 1821 ; William Martin, of Kentucky, born in 1818, came to 
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Hardin county in 1855 and located at Eldora until 1859, when he moved to 
Union township. 

James Reed was also counted among the early pioneer band in this town- 
ship. He was a native of Pennsylvania, born in 181 9, moved when a boy to 
Ohio, married in 1844, and came to Hardin county in 1855, locating in this 
township. He entered the Union army in 1862 in the Thirty-second Iowa 
Infantry Regiment and saw much hard fighting and this included the last 
battle in the great Civil conflict, Fort Blakely. 

John Benson, a native of New York state, born in 1796, was a mill 
builder; was married in 1830. moved to Iowa in 1844. stopping a year in 
Muscatine county ; and the following year moved to Jackson county. Iowa, 
where he embarked in the manufacture of farm fanning mills. In 1852 he 
went to Delaware county, this state, and there erected a saw mill, followed uiat 
nineteen years and in 1856 (possibly 1855) came to Hardin county, where he 
purchased a large tract of land and built one of the first saw mills in this 
county. The family did not remove to this county until after the close of 
the Civil war. He was judge in Delaware county and was school fund com- 
missioner in 1849, before the office of school superintendent was established. 

William Bates, an Englishman, was born in Herfordshire in 1834. hi 
1849 he came to America, going to Morris. Grundy county, Illinois, where he 
became a farm laborer. In 1853 he started to California where he followed 
mining and drove pack mules on the Bear river. In Octolvcr. 1855. he left 
California and came East by way of the Isthmus and Xew York, back to 
.Morris. Illinois. In 1858 he married and came to this county. In i860, when 
the cyclone struck this township and destroyed so much of life and property, 
his house was blown away and he with his family escaped by entering their 
cellar. 

A. F. Wood, another pioneer, was born in New York state in 1829. came 
to Carroll county, Illinois, in 1844. was married in 185 1 . and in 1856 located 
in Hardin county, near Berlin, and in 1859 removed to Union township. In 
i8fo he went to Pike's Peak, and in 1862 enlisted as a member of Company 
F. Twenty-second Iowa Infantry ; was made sergeant in 1863 and lieutenant 
in 1865. After the close of the war he was elected sheriff of Hardin county, 
on the Republican ticket. By 1882 he had accumulated property sufficient to 
own a half section of valuable land in Union township. 

Joshua W. Lounsberry, born in Broome county. New York, in 1809, mar- 
ried in 1 83 1, emigrated in 1835 to Trumbull county. Ohio, and later settled 
in Richland county, that state. He followed millwright work many years and 
personally knew Governor Kirk wood, in Ohio, before our Iowa war governor 
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had emigrated to Iowa. In 1855 he built a mill for Kirk wood & Clark, at 
Iowa C ity. He moved to Fldora in the fall of 1856. 

Robert Campbell, born in Perry county, Pennsylvania, in 1827, emigrated 
in 1 83 j to Crawford county. Ohio. He was married in 1850 and in 1855 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, settling in this township, a poor man, but 
finally became well-to-do and prosperous. He owned a farm of more than 
two hundred and fifty acres. 

Last but not least in the list of pioneer characters who have made Union 
township to blossom like the" rose, transforming a prairie wilderness into a 
veritable garden spot, was the late O. B. Chapin, of Union, who was born in 
Massachusetts in 1830; emigrated to Marshall county, in 1856, with his par- 
ents, who finally died there. In 1859 he came to Hardin county and lived 
in a log house of the rudest type. In 1876 he moved to this township and was 
connected with the development of the town of Union. He was among the 
most influential men of this section of Iowa. He died in the autumn of 1910, 
beloved by all. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

The first postoffice in Union township was established in 1855. with 
Thomas N. Hauser as postmaster, the office being held in his house, the name 
being Union Postoffice. Mr. Hauser held the office about five years and re- 
signed. After that, it was kept by different men and moved to various places 
within Union township, having no regular abiding place until 1869, when it 
was located permanently at the towp of Union. 

The first mill erected in Union township was for sawing lumber from out 
the native forests. It was constructed by L. F. Sanders, in 1854, and was a 
water-power mill. The dam did not last long and the mill soon ceased to be 
of service. The first grist mill was the one built on section 22, a mile from 
the present town of Union by the heirs of the Benson estate. Prior to the 
construction of this mill, the early settlers were dependent on the mill in 
Marshall county, known as the Timber Creek mill. That was but a small 
affair and caused the customers much delay in waiting to have their grists 
ground out while they waited at much expense for the same. It was located 
on Timber creek. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, IQII. 

The 191 1 township officials are: Justices of the peace, F. K. Long, J- 
Meyers; constable, N. Dillon; clerk. J. V. Williams; trustees. S. R. Collins. 
W. H. Rowen, C. L. Rogers; assessor, N. O. Hauser. 
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The first regular church building was erected by the Congregational 
denomination. 

The first school house was built in 1854. on section 14. It was a log build- 
ing of the early-day type and was eighteen feet square. Ezra Abbott was the 
first master and wielded a ferrule forcibly sometimes, it is related. He taught 
from the mysteries of Webster's elementary speller, McGuffey's readers, Ray's 
and Pike's arithmetics. The second teacher in this school was known as 
"Old Greasy Breeches" or "Montezuma." whose school was reduced to but 
one scholar, who was E. J. Hauser, later elected county treasurer, and who 
said that after he had recited his lesson the teacher would take a long sleep 
until he thought it time to hear him recite again! 

But before any of these schools were taught, there was a select school 
taught by a Mr. Whitehead, in the winter of 1853-54, at the house of James 
A. Dawdy. From this beginning came the present fine school system of the 
township as enjoyed today. In 1882 there were thirteen school houses two 
miles apart each way, and each had a value estimated at eight hundred dollars. 

The first religious services in Union township were held at private houses 
by Rev. E. C. Crippen, a Methodist minister, who figured in all the early 
Methodist churches of this county. 

THE TOWN OF UNION. 

One of Hardin county's most enterprising towns is Union, in Union 
township, the date of its platting being 1868. It was laid out by R. J. Davis, 
on the southwest quarter of section 21. and many additions have been laid out 
since, eight as early as 1881. two by O. D. Wood, one by S. R. Benson, one 
by a Mr. Rambo, and one by Mr. Irvin and three by R. J. Davis. This place 
i« pleasantly situated on the Iowa Central railway, a distance of ten miles south 
< t F.Mora, and eighteen miles north of Marshalltown. 

A postoffice was established at this place in i860 and the postmasters 
who have served to date are as follows: Farwell Barnes. J. O. Adams. D. W. 
Walker. J. H. Ingalls. 1882: E. L. Wood, Mary E. Wood. George Lcplcy, 
J. C. Haas, eight years, succeeded by O. E. Wood, present postmaster, in 
June. 1905. In 1875 this was made a money order station. The first order 
was drawn in favor of William Bcnbaw. payable to Joseph Roundslev, Van- 
couver. Washington territory, the amount being twenty dollars. The amount 
of postoftice business transacted in 1910 was two thousand five hundred 
twentv-three dollars and ninetv-three cents. There arc now three rural routes 
running out from Union, the first being established on April 16, 1900; in 
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U)Oi two more were started. They run a distance of about twenty-five miles 
each. It was made a third class postoffice in 1908. 

T1IK CKMKTKRY ASSOCIATION. 

Tlie proper care for the resting place of the departed dead in L'nion be- 
speaks well for the populace of the town. And to the ladies must be jjiven 
the credit for first establishing a society by which these ends could be brought 
about. December 24, 1875. the Ladies* Cemetery Association was formed 
with the following officers: Mrs. Farwell Barnes, president; Miss Ada 
Bcechcr, vice-president: Mrs. John Devine. secretary: Mrs. O. B. Chapin. 
treasurer; trustees. Mrs. Crider, Mrs. Wood and Mr. Thompson. Articles 
of incorporation were filed August 15, 1876. Four and a half acres of land 
were purchased at first, at seventy-five dollars per acre. These grounds area 
half mile to the south of the town and present a fine view to the passer-by. 
The first lot was sold to O. B. Chapin at thirty dollars. Rev. J. \Y\ Clinto, 
then a Methodist minister stationed at Marshalltown. dedicated these sacred 
grounds November ii. 1870. Evergreen and forest shade trees were sow 
added and since then fencing and proper improvement has made it a desirable 
resting spot for the deceased members of l'nion and its surrounding com- 
munity. Some fine monuments now grace the cemetery, and with the return 
of each Memorial day the populace assemble in loving and tender manner ami 
smooth down the little mounds where repose the silent sleepers, among which 
are numbered many of the pioneers of this portion of Hardin county, wlm 
long ago dropped into a dreamless sleep and their mortal remains are sacredly 
guarded by the living friends. 

INCORPORATION II ISTORY. 

Union w as incorporated as a town on October 27, 1874. The first munic- 
ipal officers were: J. YY. Lawrence, mayor; J. A. Ingalls. clerk; II. L. Barnes, 
treasurer. The first council was made up as follows: J. A. Rover. William 
Bates, F. Barnes. S. J. Arnett, O. I). Wood. 

It became a "city"' in 1902. with the following officers: II. C. Chapin. 
mayor; W. II. Bates, clerk; C. K. Lawrence, treasurer. The councilmen were 
C. S. Anderson, J. R. Alexander. F. M. Lockwood. M. W. McLain. A. Read- 
out and A. L. Wood. 

The following have served as mayors of the town and recent citv munici- 
pality : H. C. Chapin. 1S74; F. W. Pillsbury, J. W. Lawrence. James Spec:*. 
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Nathaniel Dillon. Will C. Dilley, J. G. Lounsberry, A. P. Mason, A. P. Moran. 
H. C. Chapin, H. S. Crider, W. Barnes (under city) ; H. C. Chapin, 1902; 
A. P. Mason, 1897 to 1900; H. C. Chapin, 1900 to 1904; C. L. Anderson, 
1004; A. L. Wood, 1904; E. C. Kauffman, 1905 to 1908; N. Dillon 1908 to 
1910; D. Hauser, 1910 to present date. 

The 191 1 city officers are: Mayor, D. Hauser; clerk, Lyman Sheets; 
councilmen. H. J. Benson, A. I.. Wood, J. H. Carter, C. L. Rogers, R. L. 
Bixby. 

The tax-levy in 1899 was: Corporation tax, ten mills; streets and alleys, 
four mills; water works, four mills; sinking fund, one mill. 

An ordinance providing for a water works system was passed in May, 
1896, under which a bonded indebtedness could be had and was secured for 
the construction of water works, costing four thousand dollars. A wooden 
tank was made which served until a few years ago, about 1908, when the 
works were improved by putting up a steel tank on the hill overlooking the 
main street, and this is filled by dynamo pumps with excellent water from 
deep wells. 

A home stock company, in 1909, put in one of the best electric lighting 
plants in this section of Iowa. It is generally used by the people of the city. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS. 

As a commercial center for this part of Hardin county, Union is an ex- 
cellent point. The first to engage in business was John Snively. a Pennsyl- 
vanian, who in 1869 established a general store. He remained a few years 
and sold and moved to Kansas. Then followed Boyer & Robinson. The 
third merchant was E. L. Lyon, who later became a banker of note at Marshall- 
town. Then came Barnes & Sons, who also had a grain warehouse, as did 
S. F. Benson. 

The present business is represented as follows : 

Banking — Union Savings, Citizens Bank. 
Hotels — The Union, F. C. Townsend, proprietor. 

Agricultural Implements — Watson & Company, A. P. Peterson, Geo. 
Pierce. Wood Carriage and Auto Company. 

General Dealers— Wilson & Chapin, F. Z. Whinery, E. D. Doty. 

Grocers— W. Barnes. 

Restaurant— G. W. Miller, M. Hire. 

Drugs Weldin, W. H. Corfe. 

(23) 
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Stock buyer — L. W. Fox. 
Grain and Coal — H. C. Moore. 
Sorghum Works — Lundy & Sons. 
Hardware — George Lepley, Jr. 
Harness — Reece & Rowen. 
Furniture and Undertaking — O. W. Rowley. 
Meat Market— Ha vender & Schryver, J. R. Alexander. 
Bowling Alley — J. Biggs. 
Blacksmith — L. \V. Johnson. A. P. Peterson. 
Newspaper — The Union Star, C. E. Sentman. publisher. 
Electric Light & Power Company — The Union. 
Barber — F. B. Chamncss. 
Millinery — Mrs. H. E. Humphries. 
Pool and Billiards — B. B. Bryson. 
Union Produce Company — O. W. Dillon, manager. 
Livery and Feed Stable — Belden & Son. 
Union Lumber Company — \Y. A. Sentman. manager. 
Farmers Mutual Co-operative Company— Elevator, etc., H. J. Benson, 
manager. 

Dentist — R. L. Bixby. 

Physicians— Drs. C. D. Bothwell. E. C. Kauffman. 

WHITTF.N. 

Whitten. named for C. C. Whitten. its original proprietor, an official 
of the Northwestern railway system, was platted in the autumn of 1880. 
with all the station points along the Toledo branch of the Chicago & North- 
western railroad. It is situated on section 13. township 86. range 19. of 
Union township. It is situated thirty-five miles from Tama City. Tama 
county. The first to engage in business here was the firm of G. Barnes & 
Sons, general dealers, in 18X1. William A. Reynolds & Lockwood put in a 
good stock of groceries in 1880. The place has never grown to be a place of 
great importance, but a convenient trading place for the prosperous farming 
community round about. 

The following is the principal business standing of Whitten: 

Agricultural implements—Price & Olmstcad. 
Banking— Hank of Whitten. Mr. Lindeman. cashier 
Hotel -William R. Day. 
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General Dealers— Lyon & Hauser. 
Drugs — Vinton Drug Company. 
Furniture — Frank Pool. 
Hardware — Frank Pool. 
Physician— Dr. F. P. Butler. 
Grain dealer— A. J. Mabee. 
Lumber— FJdora Lumber Company. 
Live Stock— Samuel Melick. 
Blacksmith — F. W. Esig. 
Liven— Will Day. 
Groceries — George Reynolds. 
Millinery— Mrs. John Spurlin. 

MUNICIPAL HISTORY. 

Whitten was incorporated as a town in 1882. and the following have 
served as its mayors: J. B. Meyers, 1882 to 1884; Samuel Lupton. 1884; 
VV. E. Mighell. 1885-86; J. J. Jones, 1887-89; S. Lupton. 1889; J. B. Meyers. 
1890-91 ; Samuel Lupton. 1892-93; C. P. Sutton, 1894; F. P. Butler, 1895-96; 
M. \V. McLain. 1896-97; H. C. Willett, 1897-1902; William Knox, 1902- 
1905; C. A. Willett, 1906; E. C. Stanley, 1907-08; A. J. Mabie, 1908-09; 
Samuel Melick, 19 10, present mayor. 

The present officers are: Mayor. Samuel Melick; clerk. M. L. Barnes; 
marshal, L. W. Thompson, who also serves as street commissioner. 

A postoffice was established at Whitten in 1880. The following have 
served as p< .stmasters : Dr. Whitacrc w as first postmaster, but resigned as 
so<*n as his commission came. The next was W. A. Reynolds, serving six 
ye.irs and was succeeded by J. B. Meyers, who held the office about four years; 
the next was John Trcvcrthen. four years: J. H. Lyon, four years; Elias 
Long, three years: Mary Ix>ng. ten years. Two mails are received from the 
east daily and one from the west, each way sends mail daily, making a total 
of six mails each twenty-four hours. This is still a fourth class office. Its 
money order business for the month of November. 1010, was $521.02; fees 
Ss.52. There is one rural route extending out from Whitten. established in 
Septemfx-r. 1 90 1 . 

Robl»ers gained entrance to this post office by breaking or cutting the 
glass panel out of the front door. The contents of a small safe, unlocked, 
were strewn over the floor and one drawer containing papers was missing. 
Two cash drawers were smashed, because they only contained a few pennies. 
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Some stamps were left in the stamp box, hy the delivery window am! these 
were taken. The total loss was hut slight, as the postmaster never left hut a 
little change in the office. 1 his happened sometime during the ni^ht of Dc- 
cemher i. 1904. 

THK TOW N OF OIK FORD. 

Clifford was laid out in 1875, hy C. T. GifTord and filed for record in 
September of that year. It is situated "on the part of the southwest quarter 
of the northeast quarter of section 5. township 80. range 19. lying south and 
west of the track of the Iowa Central railroad." 

In 1880 it became the junction of the Iowa Central and Chicago & North- 
western railways, and is twenty-one miles northwest of Marshalltown. It is 
handsomely located on the Iowa river, on high rolling land. It had come to 
he a town of some importance in 1883, when it contained numerous stores and 
shops and a large pottery concern, owned and operated by \Y. & G. H. Tol- 
man; had two hotels and various up-to-date business places. The pottery 
plant made nine thousand gallons of ware monthly. 

GifTord of today consists of: The general merchandise store of C. T. 
GifTord: a grocery and restaurant, with rooming accommodations, by R. A. 
Fuller: billiards and groceries. R. A. Fuller; a cement block factory by R. A. 
Fuller & Company, w ho manufacture all kinds of cement blocks, posts, build- 
ing- blocks for residences, barns, ice houses, hog houses, hen houses, etc. This 
was established in 1007 and will this season add pressed cement brick. Other 
interests are the grocery and notions of Mrs. F. F. Crider: the coal busine« 
of Fuller & Company, who also have a grain elevator: hotel by F.rick Erick- 
son; two large sand-pits, the GifTord Sand-pit Company's and Fuller. Carder & 
Troy: blacksmithing by William F. Cross: the stone quarry of C. T. GifTord; 
the livery of C. T. Clifford; boarding house by Mrs. John Lepley. 

A postoffice was established at GifTord soon after the platting was made. 
The town and postoftice takes its name from C. T. GifTord, its founder and 
who is still living there. He served as postmaster at different times in the 
town's history. The first postmaster was J. \Y. Bishop. The office was dis- 
continued in 1906 and re-established in 1908; Mrs. K. E. Carder is the present 
postmistress. From December. T909, to December 25. 1910. the office receipts 
amounted to $8,133. Two mails are received from the south, one from the 
west and one from the cast, daily. The following have been postmasters at 
GifTord: J. \Y. Bishop. C. T. Clifford. M. V. Allen. C. T. Clifford. Mr. Statton. 
C. T. GifTord, W illiam Wilson. C. T. GifTord. Xettic Benson. George \V. 
Kanan. L. Collins. C. T. GifTord. Mrs. E. E. Crider. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS OF INTEREST. 

The following is a collection of facts of themselves of much historic im- 
portance, but not readily applicable to any one special chapter, hence have 
been grouped together by themselves in this connection. 

POPULATION. 

The census returns, at various decades and semi-decade periods, give the 
following concerning the population of Hardin county : 

In 1850 there were not sufficient people to be counted, had the regular 
organization of the county been effected. In i860 the population was 5.440; 
in 1870 it had reached 13.684: in 1880. 17.808; in 1890, 19.003; in 1900. it 
was 22.794. and according to the Iowa half decade enumeration it was 
21.859. 

BY TOW NSHIPS. 



According to the state census for 
in the various precincts : 

AMen township 1.018 

Town of Allien 775 

Buckeye township 561 

Buckeye, town of 122 

Clay township 650 

Steamboat Rock 436 

Concord township 965 

Eldora township 569 

Eldora City 2.27^ 

Ellis township 651 

Etna 'ownship 905 

Ackley. town of 1. 48 1 

•'rant township 707 

Hardin township 991 



1905. the following was the population 

Iowa Falls 3.049 

Jackson town-hip 703 

Pleasant township 863 

Providence township 681 

Xew Providence 240 

Sherman township 608 

Radcliffc 629 

Tipton township 633 

Hubbard, town of 594 

I'nion township 893 

Town of Union 535 

Whitten 232 

Total 21.850 
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FIRST FA K NTS IN HARDIN COIXTY. 

Let it be remembered that, from the best obtainable evidence, the first 
family to permanently settle in Hardin county was that of Greenhorn Mar- 
gin, who located here in 1S40. 

I-'ir-t election beld March 2. 1853, at the house of Henry Ahrams. 

First blacksmith in county. Abram Grimsley, in Union township in 1850. 

FiiM school in county, in Kldora township. 1853. 

First saw mill on the Iowa river alwjve the present site of Steamboat 
Rock, in the spring of 1X53.. 

First grist mill, at Point Pleasant on the Iowa river, where Hardin City 
was later located. It commenced grinding in 1854. 

First political convention was held at the house of Reuben King, in the 
spring of 1853. 

hirst frame house in Hardin county was built by the Edgington Brothers 
at Fldora in the fall of 1853. 

hirst reaper brought to the county was by William Fagg in 1857. 

hirst dairy started in the county in 1866 by George Reed. 

hirst child born was stated in all former historical accounts to have 
been Joseph H. Kidwiler. But later came the president of the Old Settlers' 
Association away back in the eighties, claiming that his wife (Mrs. Samuel 
Smith ) gave birth to a child that lived several months, and that said child 
was born in 1850. which would make it the first in Hardin county. 

hirst town platted was Fldora. in 1853. 

hirst railroad was the old Dubuque & Sioux City (now the Illinois Cen- 
tral) line, completed to Acklev in 1806. 

The first sermon in Fldora and Hardin county was preached by a Pres- 
byterian minister. 

The earlv mills of Hardin county were built as follows: First flour mill 
built at Hardin City, 1853; at (near) Union, 1855: at Iowa Falls, 185;: at 
Steamboat Rock. 1857; at Xenia. 1857-58; at Alden. 1859; at Fldora, 1867. 

THE FIRST FKRRY. 

The first ferry on Honey creek was at Hadley's mills; it was built for 
the construction of a dam. In the spring of 1858 the water on Honey creek- 
was very high, and people would come for miles to cross the creek, there 
being no bridges at that time. The Lladley boys tell of a little circumstance 
of a party crossing w hile on their way to attend court at Eldora. One of the 
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party was the judge of the court. Hon. C. F. McFarlawl, who. not wishing 
to swim his horse, persuaded the boys to take him over on their boat, which 
they did. the Judge taking passage also; when in about the center of the 
stream, the old horse got uneasy and commenced to back itp. stepping on one 
side, capsized the boat, throwing the Judge, horse and the two Hadley boys 
into the stream. The boys soon swam out. and secured the horse, while the 
Judge stood in the water up to his arms, having taken out his gold watch and 
linng it upon a limb. The boys brought the old horse around, loaded on the 
Judge, and finally landed him on terra firma. The two lawyers concluded to 
swim their horse and get across without accident. 

"claim jumping" 

hi almost all new countries there are always some disreputable men 
who take advantage of a man who has had the hardihood to brave the dangers 
coincident to looking up a good location and sticking his claim stakes on gov- 
ernment land which later he expected to enter in the regular way. when the 
i.ind office was opened for such business transactions, but have been thwarted 
l»v some fellow of less courage and foresight, who would go to the location 
and take personal possession of such land, claiming it as his own. 

In order to obviate this claim jumping business, there were generally 
organized Claim Clubs, which protected the rights of the original claimant, 
and. if need be. used violence and sometimes lynch law. to carrv out their 
rnles Such an organization existed in Hardin county, at a very early day. 
but only one case was ever "tried.'* A man. about 1853. came from Marshall 
count v and undertook to hold a claim alreadv entered bv another worthv 

• • • m 

citizen, who was for a short time necessarily absent from the county. The 
original claimant was one of the Miller brothers, living in Pleasant township. 
The offender was "arrested." taken before the club and duly tried. He con- 
cluded the U-st and safest policy for him to pursue was to give up the land, 
saving further trouble. 

patrons of husbandry — GRANGE movement. 

In Hardin, as well as in nearly all counties in Iowa and the West, there 
was organized what was known as the Cirange. a society of farmers banded 
together for mutual protection. Tlii> fad started about i8~i and went like 
wild-tire through the countrv until in many sections it was a strong political 
organization and it sent its representatives to the state Legislature. It "cut 
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some figure" in -hapini^ the law s of Iowa more to the liking of farmers than 
had been the rule when laws were made altogether by lawyers and town-folk. 
It was. in fact, the forerunner <>f Cireenbackism. People's party ami. finally, 
the Populist party, which brought forth the fad of free silver, which had its 
advocates in all political parties from iScjh on for two presidential campaigns. 
This (irange movement was not practical, seeking as it did to do away with 
al! middle men in commerce — yet it must now be admitted, in the light of alt 
that has come about in political reforms, that it was not w ithout its good fea- 
tures. At least it brought farmers closer together, and in their clubs ami 
monthly meetings there was a feeling of fraternity engendered which has 
brought about many food results to farmer and business men alike. At one 
time, early in the history of this Husbandry movement, there were sixteen 
or more < iranges in operation in Hardin countv. On June 5, 1873, a great 
mas- meeting was held by these various (Iranges at Kldora, at which the loci! 
panel's tell us there was an assembly of not less than five thousand people. 
But because of better times in the country, more honorable laws being enacted, 
the control of railroads, cheaper rates and the other matter of the men who 
constituted the (irange not agreeing, and all wanting to lie the "big Injin" 
and hold high othce. these (iranges, one by one. fell by the wayside until no 
one knows of such an organization in this county at the present time. 

THE CY CLONK OF I S6o. 

In many ways th 0 greatest tornado, or cyclone, that e\er passed over 
Iowa soil, destroying life and property, was the one of June 3. 1800. which 
Started in Cherokee county, in western Iowa, and sped eastward through 
Hamilton county, where it did some damage to farm property, and increased 
ill its fury as it progressed eastward to the Mississippi riser, taking in its 
track the little town of Camauche. Clinton county, ending the river and on 
to the shores of Lake .Michigan. In point of territory covered and damage 
done in its path, nothing has ever surpassed it in Iowa. In Hardin county 
it struck hardest in the vicinity of Xew Providence. The following letter 
from pioneer A. M. Mulford. of Providence township, written to hi- -i<cr, 
gives a graphic description of this fearful storm, as viewed by him in thi- 
county : 

"My Dear Sister— Agreeable to promise. I now attempt to write yon a 
description of a tornado. The weather here bad been dry and warm all the 
spring and unusually warm tor a lew days prc\iou- to the storm. The morn- 
ing was clear, there being some appearance of rain, with a -light sulky wind 
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from the 5011th. until about ten o'clock, when light, scattering clouds came up. 
hut did not indicate a storm. The genera! appearance was that we might 
have a thunderstorm, until about one o'clock, when a cloud appeared in the 
northwest, that looked like the forerunner of a shower. The air was very 
sultry and hot. This cloud continued to approach and others gathered to it 
until it )>egan to thunder. Other clouds came up. and about three o'clock Har- 
riet and Miller went to meeting, leaving the children with me at home. It 
was hy my request that Harriet went. The sun was then sinning brightly. 
Snon after they left, the clouds gathered together very fast, and appeared to 
he very low and dark and strangling, with very heavy thunder. About this 
time a cloud, dark and heavy, but not very large, as I could see all of it. 
Slathered up to the south of us very fast. Clouds seemed to come to it from 
all directions, as 1 stood watching it. There soon appeared a bulge on the 
lower side of it. shaped like a corn basket, only larger, which continued to in- 
crease and go down till it reached the ground. I could not sec the ground, 
frotn where I stood, but as soon as it reached the ground. I saw straw, boards 
rmd die roof of a house carried up the pipe, which looked about three feet 
acros.,. to me. Things would go up the center and be thrown out on the <>ut- 
-i'le. and fall down again. This cloud passed about fne miles south of us, and 
u.is ahnut six miles long from where it started, until the pipe was drawn up 
and it ceased its destruction. It destroyed three vacant houses and some 
tences. Most of it- course was across open prairie. 

"During the time this was passing, the clouds at the west continued to 
<'<»'.ue up with very hcavv thunder, which appeared \ ery close to the ground. 
A! -.out a mile west of where our hoiw stood the ground is considerably higher 
than where the house stood. On this high ground stood the village of \'cw 
Providence, so I could not see the cloud lower down. As it came up it ap- 
peared to bulge out on the lower side, but 1 could not see that it come very 
!'>w. The bulging part looked to me to be about one hundred feet across dur- 
ing all this time. The clouds were of a dark greenish-purple color, looking 
fearful enough to cause fear in the strongest heart. As it approached nearer 
:t changed to a white, misty color, as though there was much rain falling, and 
o.ining so slow that 1 thought there was not much wind with it. W hat 1 took 
t"r the front edge of the approaching rain reached New Providence. It was 
hid iMppletelv from view ; the rain, or rather mist, for it was very fine, came mi 
as s],,v, as usual. 1 have often watched an approaching shower from our 
li '"-v. When it va« within a< - :-t one bundled vaob of the hoiw I no;i. ed 
tli it there was a part of the rain in advance of the rest, as 1 could see back- a 
mile f tin south -ide. and the front part looked like a shower of thj ( -|< snow. 
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with -\ moderate wind. I aNo noticed that it advanced along the soiitl: side 
and turned -hurt north, making an advancing cyclone of frightful appear- 
ance. Where the mist struck the house it was very fine, and not any wind, 
and so thick 1 could not see the fence thirty feet from the house. Immediately 
the wind began to blow with a fearful, hollow, roaring sound, which contin- 
ue! 1 , until the house was gone from over me; mvself and children having gone 
to the cellar for safely . The storm continued so severe that I could not stand 
on my feet. 1 should think, for two minutes, when it gradually decreased, and 
in about twenty minutes was entirely passed. While it was raging it was ?o 
thick and dark that 1 could not see the top of the bank eight feet away. As 
soon as the noise of the storm was passed, I again heard the thunder as loud 
a 1 - before, but during the storm 1 could not see any lightning. Hail fell in 
considerable quantity, doing some damage outside of the track of the cyclone, 
which was one-half mile wide, though the whole storm was some ten mile? 
wide from one edge of the rain to the other, the whirl being on the south 
edge of the storm. A. M. Mllford. 

The above has described the natural features of this awful tornado and 
the following extract from the Hardin Sentinel will give a very accurate ac- 
count of the damage done by it in this county : 

"On last Sunday afternoon a tremendous storm passed over this county 
spreading devastation and death in it^ train. It appeared to arise immediately 
northwest of New Providence and travel in a northeasterly direction. There 
were ten or twelve houses blown down in New Providence, and several per- 
son- -eriously injured. Ow ing to the fact that nearly all the citizens were 
attending meeting at a place southeast of town, out of the main course of the 
storm, many escaped who otherwise must have perished in the ruins. 

- The scene presented after the storm at the premises of Michael Devine. 
in L'nion township, about seven miles south of KUlora, beggars all descrip- 
tion. About four p. m. a messenger arrived in town, informing the citizen* 
that Mr. Ik-vine's house had been blown down and several of the family 
killed. In company with many of our citizens we repaired to the spot of the 
tragic scene, and there beheld what we hope to God we mav never again he 
called upon to witness. The house of Mr. Devine, which was a two-story 
brick building, was leveled to the earth, scarcely one brick remaining upon 
another. Out of the nine persons comprising the family, four were instantly 
killed, and the remaining live more or less injured. Two of the wounded—a 
little boy and girl have since died. Mr. Devine himself escaped with a 
severe injury on the shoulder. John Birch, a son-in-law of Mr. Devine. to- 
gether with his wife and child, escaped, although Mr. Birch had his thigh 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



363 



broken and was otherwise injured. His wife and child received but very little 
injury. The appearance of the mangled bodies, as they were taken from the 
ruins or picked up from the prairie, was truly horrifying and awful. The 
body of Mrs. Devine was picked up several rods from the house, with the head 
completely severed from it, and which had not been found at dusk on Sunday 
evening. Two children, apparently between the ages of ten and twelve years, 
and a son about twenty, were so crushed that it was impossible to recognize 
them as human beings. 

"The house of the widow, Mrs. Christ, standing within a few rods of 
Mr. Devine's, was literally torn to atoms and scattered broadcast over the 
prairie. The family consisted 1 of Mrs. Christ, two sons and two daughters, 
who were all more or less wounded, the old lady probably mortally. As near 
as we can ascertain, it appears that most of the family took refuge in the 
cellar, and consequently escaped with but slight injuries. The old lady, how- 
ever, did not succeed in getting into the cellar, and was dashed out amid the 
flying timbers and furniture. The house being a small, wooden one, afforded 
more chance of escape than that of Mr. Devine's, which is probably the only 
reason why the Christ family were not all instantly killed. 

"To look at the ruins of the two houses, one would suppose that it was 
an utter impossibility for a single individual to escape a certain and terrible 
death, yet, out of thirteen persons who were in the houses, seven are living, of 
whom six will probably recover, and possibly the seventh may also recover. 

"It is impossible to convey a correct idea of the effect and fury of this 
terrible storm to the minds of those who were not on the ground to witness the 
devastation and ruin that was left in its path. School houses, barns, sheds 
and fences were blown for miles across the prairie, and the lifeless carcasses 
of horses, cattle, hogs, etc., were strewn in every direction along the trail of 
the storm. Scarcely a vestige of anything pertaining to household goods or 
furniture can be seen in the vicinity of where Mr. Devine's house stood. The 
very corn growing in the fields is torn out by the roots, and the ground looks 
as though the locusts of Egypt had made a devouring march through the 
country. 

"The tornado crossed the Iowa river ai Sanderson's mill, blowing down 
houses, trees, fences, etc., in its roaring march. In the vicinity of the mill, 
several buildings were torn from their foundations and riven to atoms. A 
Mrs. Garrison was instantly killed, and others in the house more or less 
wounded. 

"After crossing the river the furious tornado did sad havoc among the 
timber and settlements that came in its way. The house of Alexander Smith 
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was completely destroyed, and every one of the inmates more or less injured. 
So far as we have been able to trace it, this tornado was doing its work of 
destruction with unspent fury. We have been informed that an auxiliary of 
the main tornado passed through the north end of Marshall county, some 
three miles south of its course, uprooting large trees and tearing down fences, 
but causing no destruction of life. Our informant says that it produced a 
noise similar to that of a hundred trains of cars all in motion at one time." 

More than a score of farm houses were totally destroyed, while many 
more were partly destroyed. But more a thing to be recorded in local his- 
tory is a list of those who suffered life and limb, which was published at the 
time as follows : 

KILLED. 

Mrs. Michael Devine, William Devine, Eva Devine, George Devine, 
Mrs. Isaac Garrison and a child whose name was not learned. 

WOUNDED. 

John Birch, thigh broken; Michael Devine, shoulder broken and badly 
bruised; Safrona Devine, shoulder and collar bone broken and badly injured; 
the widow, Mrs. Christ, thigh and shoulder badly broken and fatally wounded; 
Elizabeth Christ, Catherine Christ and Job Christ, injured; Adam Christ, | 
badly injured; two children of Isaac Garrison; Daniel Wentworth and wife; 
the widow, Mrs. Christ, thigh and shoulder badly broken and fatally wounded; 
Jesse Turner; Alex. Smith, wife and child; Wesley Smith; John Galaway. 
wife and child; B. S. Parish and Alanson Banks, all injured, some very badly 

In Providence, Henry Witham, wife and son, Martin Witham, badly 
injured; Alfred Dorlad, skull fractured, supposed fatally; Sarah Hansly and 
Samuel Sherman, badly injured, supposed fatally; Henry Bliss, badly hurt; 
wife of Dr. Tuller and small son of E. Andrews, slightly injured. There 
were several persons injured at and about Quebec. 

GOLD EXCITEMENT IN HARDIN COUNTY. 

Gold was first discovered in California in 1849 by Sutter; large num- 
bers of gold seekers sought that far-away country, by overland route and by 
stormy seas by way of New York and around to the isthmus of Panama in 
1850-1-2-3. These exciting days were fresh in the minds of our fellow-coun- 
trymen, and now they were ready for a gold discovery nearer home, whicii 
they realized here in Hardin county, Iowa. 
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It was in the spring of 1853, soon after this county had been organized, 
that John Ellsworth imparted the information to a faithful few that he had 
discovered the real thing — shining gold — upon his farm a short distance 
south of the present site of the city of Eldora. Farm operations were neglected 
in many localities, and with pick and shovel, the farmer went out to search for 
the gold that was sure to be hid among the rocks on his place. 

It was but a short time when the news spread far and wide that gold had 
been discovered in Hardin county. The press of the country took it up, and 
the farther from home the news reached, the more marvelous were the stories 
told, and instead of having an Eldora here in Hardin, it was certain that it 
was a veritable Eldorado. 

Soon the prairie schooners wended their way hither, and during the 
summer it is estimated that between five and seven hundred men came here 
for gold. An account given of this gold fever and a subsequent excitement, 
was published by men who knew the facts, the same appearing in print in 
the seventies : 

"Some would spend a few days in the neighborhood, while others would 
not remain an hour. Often, it is stated, that on arriving within a few miles 
of the place, the men would stop to enquire the way, and ask after the pros- 
pects of the mines. When told that there was probably no gold to be found, 
they would drive on, swearing that the people here did not want any one to 
come, but desired to keep all the gold themselves. On returning with blasted 
hopes they never thought to stop and apologize for their rude conduct. 

•'Many were the threats made against the life of John Ellsworth by the 
infuriated miners, and it is probable that if he could have been found on one 
or two occasions, that he would have suffered at their hands. But the excite- 
ment soon died away. Ellsworth continued to provide 'entertainment for 
man or beast,' and affairs in Hardin settled down to its normal condition, the 
inhabitants content to get their gold as some would-be fishermen secure their 
fish, by rendering an equivalent. 

"The matter was not allowed to rest here. In 1857, O. M. Holcomb. the 
first publisher of the Hardin County Sentinel, spent the entire summer in 
prospecting up and down the river, and reported that he, too, had found gold. 
His discoveries, however, caused no excitement, the people being determined 
to take matters coolly and philosophically, and if gold was really found in 
paying quantities, there -would be time enough to purchase a pick and shovel. 

"Twenty-four years — almost a quarter of a century — had passed away, 
and the gold fever of 1853 had almost passed from the recollection of the 
oldest inhabitants, when, on Thursday, April 5, 1877, the memories were 
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revived, and people became once more excited. About seven miles north of 
Eldora, on the Iowa river, a bed of black sand was noticed, and sparkling 
among the emery-like particles were glittering specks, as of brass fillings. 
Some old miners, drawn to the spot by instinct, got pans and went to work 
eagerly and in silence. Kach pan of the black sand worked out fifty cents of 
the bright metal, w hich they pronounced, with a most confident air, pure gold. 
The Eldora Ledger, of April 6, says: 'William A. Saucer, of Eldora, hap- 
pened along at the time, gathered up a lot on the point of his knife from the 
work shop of Lew Lytle, wrapped it in paper, and brought it to the Ledger 
office for inspection. It is gold beyond a question. A portion was taken to 
our jeweler, Mr. Nuckolls, who submitted it to every test, and then declared 
it to be 'true grit.' From whence these diminutive nuggets and fine particles 
of gold are washed, we are unable to state, but there must be a magazine near 
by from whence the gold-dust drifted. 

"Like the first, the excitement about this discovery soon passed away, 
and no one became millionaires. That pure gold does exist among the rocks 
and hills along the Iowa river through Hardin county, can hardly be ques- 
tioned ; but that it can ever be found in paying quantities, is extremely doubt- 
ful." 

MUTUAL PROTECTION SOCIETIES. 

Early in the history of Hardin county a band of horse thieves infested 
the country, and many depredations were committed by those living within 
the county, and who were supposed to be good citizens at the date of their 
settlement. There seemed no way by process of law of compelling them to be 
just and upright men, hence the more interested and energetic class of settlers, 
who had settled here with the sole intention of being just and loyal citizens, 
but who would not allow outlaws to overrun the neighborhood, formed them- 
selves into what they were pleased to call Hardin County Mutual Protection 
Society. The heavy timber along the Iowa and other lesser streams afforded 
these thieves, who stole all kinds of stock, from a young calf up to valuable 
horses and cattle, a very good hiding place. Clay. Jackson and Hardin town- 
ships were a safe retreat for such characters, who had outside confederates 
to whom they turned the stolen property over to. Forbearance ceased to be a 
virtue. The good men of the settlement determined to forever put an end to 
this sort of unlawful practice. July 4, 1857, a meeting was called at Eldora. 
and an association organized by some of the best citizens in Hardin county. 
J. W. Jones was its president; J. M. Scott, secretary, and Jonathan Edgington 
its treasurer. From this association was selected a vigilance committee. T. B. 
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Knapp, Joshua Ball, Daniel Dillon, James W. Miller, T. N. Hauser, L. F. 
Sanderson, James M. Buckner, A. W. Parke, GranvilU Arnold and Henry 
Graham. This committee had a general oversight of the work in hand. The 
society only existed about one year, but in 1858 another association was 
formed having about the same object. It had a good effect on law-breakers, 
and only one case came to trial, the end of which was banishment from the 
state. A man living in Hardin City, or very close to that place, was strongly 
suspected of belonging to a gang of thieves. He was brought before the com- 
mittee at the old court house at Eldora and "tried." No positive proof was 
furnished against him, but enough circumstantial evidence was obtained in 
the case to warrant the committee in deciding that he was guilty, and they 
passed the sentence of death upon him. A rope was secured with which he 
was to be hanged, but before sentence was carried out an attempt was made 
to gain a confession from him. He would not — said he could not — make one, 
as he knew nothing of the crimes they mentioned. He denied being a horse 
thief or of having an\ knowledge of such a gang. A few of the committee 
believed he might possibly be innocent. While giving him time to write a 
letter to his mother, before swinging him into eternity, it was quietly whis- 
pered around that it might be best to banish him from the state, in place of 
taking his life. Before he had finished writing his letter home, this seemed to 
be the opinion of the majority. So they told him that he must leave the state 
of Iowa within a specified time— not long either. He. was glad enough to get 
off this easy and departed for New York, where he remained about six years, 
then returned to Clay township and settled down and ever after lived a re- 
spectable life. 

This same committee officially notified a family named Bunker, living in 
the east part of Eldora township, that their room was better than their com- 
pany and were given a few days in which to pack up and leave Hardin county, 
which they did without complaint. This ended the horse thief enterprise here 
for a number of years, though later — in war days and after that — there was 
some trouble, but the courts were resorted to, rather than "associations" of 
citizens. 

THE CHANGES OF SIXTY YEARS. 

Hardin county was invaded by the first white man, Greenberry Haggin, 
in 1849. sixty-two years ago. The transformation has indeed been great in 
these three score years. The red man had just taken his departure. He had 
said farewell to his former hunting grounds and had, by the edict of white 
men, been hurried on to the West. The smoke of his camp-fire had just dis- 
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appeared, and he had rolled up his wigwam, to give place for the cozy cabin 
home of the first pioneers of his white brothers. The waters of the pretty 
Iowa swept down toward the far-away ocean, in greater flood-tide than now. 
The forests skirting the streams were alive with wild game and sweet singing 
birds, only heard in new countries. The prairie landscape resembled a great, 
almost boundless, sea. The perfume of the wild flowers scented the air in 
June time and all nature seemed at its highest glory 

Then came the log-cabin era, when pioneers were content with what they 
could obtain. Men and women met on an equal and the styles and fashions 
were but little observed. 

Another decade went by and then were seen, here and there, over the 
county, numerous frame houses, made from lumber cut from the timber of 
the native forests. The stove took the place of the fire-place and the back- 
logs were split into small siove wood. Kerosene oil took the place of the 
tallow candle and the "dip" lights. 

Then came the railroad era. when the iron horse sent his shrill whistle 
over valley and plain to the supreme delight of all the settlement. 

Then came the higher civilization, with the telephone and electric light, 
the hot and cold water service, the daily paper delivered by the rural mail de- 
livery wagon, and the electric trolley lines. Villages and towns, and even 
cities, have sprung up on every hand. School house and churches stand on 
every hillside, while prosperity is seen in bank accounts and well improved 
farm lands, ranging from seventy to one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. 

But few of the real pioneers are still with us today. They have long since 
been gathered to their fathers and rest beneath some grass-covered mound in 
a secluded spot in some village or country burying ground. 

OLD SONGS. 

Among the songs which were sung by male quartets and other singers, 
during the campaign of 1891 in Iowa, the following are brief extracts, show- 
ing the sentiment held by one party, and which were frequently used in 
Hardin county : 

Bring out the party banner, boys, we'll fight one more campaign. 
Fight it as we used to fight it, under James G. Blaine. 
Fight it for Protection, and fight it for the home, 
When we're marching on to victory. 
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Refrain — 

Hur-rah, hur-rah. 'twill bring the jubilee. 
Hur-rah, hur-rah, 'twill make the party free. 
And so we'll rouse the voters from Fremont to Alamakee, 
While we're marching to vict'ry. 
(Tune— "Marching Through Georgia.") 

Another campaign song that season ran : 

Rum shall not be our King! 
We hate the cursed thing! 

We'll crown the Home. 
Thus shall our verdict be. 
And rum shall not be free, 
But from our State must flee — 

An outlaw still. 
( Tune — "America." ) 

The chorus of another song, quite popular, was set to the tune of "Hear 
Dem Bells." and was thus : 

Dat McKinley Bill. Bill McKinley's Bill, 

Protects de Yankee farm, an' mine and mill, 

Dat McKinley Bill. Our McKinlev's Bill. 
Tally four fer Bill McKinley's Bill. 

Of all the mighty nations. 

In the East or in the West, 
This glorious Yankee Nation 

Is the greatest and the best. 
With a tariff for Protection 

To all our laborers in the land. 
Uncle Sam is doing business 

At the same old stand. 

Another runs thus: 

American tin and "cheap sugar," too, 
"On this" we will win from now till '02. 

NOTED PRODUCTS OF HARDIN COUNTY MEN AND WOMEN. 

Not long since, Stephen Whitcd. of Eldora. and a pioneer of Alden. 
thought it was high time that some record be made of some of the "human 
(24) 
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products of this county." and set about compiling a list of the many boys and 
girls native to this soil, who by force of native ability and the advantages 
they availed themselves of in attending the schools of this county and the in- 
stitutions of the state, have gone out into the great world of professional and 
commercial activities, to make for themselves a name among men and to 
make the world the better for their having lived in it. After fairly commenced 
in his task, he found it too great, at his age, to undertake to complete in the 
manner he wanted to present it to the public, so he kindly turned over to the 
publishers of this work some of his notes, and the main body of this article 
has been taken from his pencil memoranda, with such other items as could be 
secured. The introductory remarks made by Mr. Whitcd, run as follows: 

"We have heard much of the productions of Hardin county soil — of the 
field crops, such as corn and oats and hay; and of the number and superior 
quality of animals raised here, such as horses and cattle and hogs; and also of 
the milk and butter and cheese, the products of our dairies; and also of the 
numl>er and value of the fowls and the eggs they have laid, for all of which 
we have reason to be proud. Few localities can surpass old Hardin in the 
quantity and quality of the articles that I have mentioned. 

"But I propose to call attention to another class of products. We shall 
not be able to estimate their value by the pound or the bushel or the quart. 
Such measures will not apply in this case. But to give a broad intimation of 
the class of which I speak, I will refer to a trilling incident that occurred in 
one of the Xew England states. A gentleman was traveling through one nf 
the least attractive portions of that state, and noticing the hills and rocks and 
sterile soil, he observed to a companion. 'What can the people raise here?" The 
reply came quick and sharp: 'The soil is so poor we can raise little from that, 
so we build school houses and churches and raise men!' I use the word 
men in its generic sense, so I beg leave to mention a few names of men that 
we have raised in Hardin county. It is impossible to name all that deserve 
mention and I trust you will pardon me for any apparent neglect." 

Of the Devine sons in Union township, one is a Doctor of Divinity and 
pastor of a prominent church in New York city and is president of the National 
Board of Charities of the United States. A second son is practicing medicine 
near Marshalltown and a third is a successful real estate agent in Chicago. 

Wade Hinshaw. another Union boy. conducts a dramatic school in 
Chicago, besides is a teacher and composer of vocal and instrumental music in 
that citv. His brother is practicing medicine there. 

Willet Hays, born and reared there, graduated at the Agricultural Col- 
lege at Ames, later filled a chair in the faculty of the Minnesota Agricultural 
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College and is now assistant secretary of the department of agriculture in 
Washington. D. C. He is a brother of Attorney Hays, of F.ldora. 

I". 0. W hitney, son of George Whitney, was county attorney of Wood- 
bury county, and resided at Sioux City: he is now representing that district 
in the Legislature, we believe. 

J. H. Galloway, reared in Union township, now living in Hastings. 
Nebraska, holds the position of pension agent for the United States. 

Two other young men from Union township must not be omitted — Mr. 
Harlan, who preaches in one of the largest churches in Brooklyn. Xew York, 
and Rev. A. A. Adams, a quite prominent minister. 

E. H. Lundy and Charles L. Hays, both reared in Union township, of 
whom no mention need be made, as they are living and highly respected here 
today. 

Passing to Eldora township, the names of celebrities is legion. Here 
sons and daughters have fitted themselves for teaching, a goodly proportion 
of them having received their diplomas from some college, deserve honorable 
mention, but time and space will not permit! To mention a few names, we 
might refer to Frank Fannon. who became a preacher and has had charge of 
great churches in Buffalo. St. Louis and Springfield. Missouri: James Burling 
chose the same calling and has reached an eminent position in the ministry. 
He first graduated at Grinnell. Iowa, and later at Harvard, where he studied 
thcnlogv; Xed Burling, a brother, also graduated at Grinnell and at Harvard, 
taking the law course and is now a highly successful lawyer in Chicago; Fan- 
nie Hurling, a sister, graduated at the State Normal, at Cedar Falls, has been 
a prominent teacher in several states, now engaged in the public schools of 
Sioux City. 

Of the Moran family, one son was a publisher and is now a professor in 
the Michigan University at Ann Arbor; another is a prominent physician in 
Detroit. 

And the half has not been told concerning those who have been reared in 
and near Eldora. and made a mark worthy of record and of emulation. 

At Iowa Falls, perhaps the same has l>een true, but we lack data. It 
should be said, however, that while Hon. E. S. ("Gene") Ellsworth, was born 
in Milwaukee, that his life was largely spent in Hardin county, at Iowa Falls 
where he. after having served under his father in the Civil war. as a drummer- 
boy, came home, attended business college and located with the family at 
b'wa Falls, where he made an enviable record as a business man and also, 
greater still, became a philanthropist in that he founded Ellsworth College 
and in his last will becpieathed five thousand acres of land, worth three bun- 
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dred thousand dollars, to sustain the institution in way of an endowment 
fund. This was but one of the many donations he made, another being his 
part in the founding of the Carnegie-Ellsworth Public Library, at Iowa Falls. 

The earl}- pioneers in and around Aldcn. this county, were from the 
better families of the East and believed in education on broad plans. They 
sacrificed that their sons and daughters might have good schooling, and the 
residt was that from that town went forth into the busy marts of men several 
bright, well-trained young men and women, who have left the old home town 
to bless and enrich the world in various capacities. 

Willis Whited, son of Stephen and Helen M. Whited, was born in 
Alden, Hardin county, Iowa, November 4. 1858, living there with his par- 
ents until 1878, when he entered the junior class of the Agricultural College, 
at Ames, graduating with honors in November, 1879, as Bachelor of Mechani- 
cal Engineering, remaining at the college the following summer, then after 
spending a few months at Wausan. Wisconsin, he went to New York city, in 
l88r, thence to Westerly, Rhode Island, later was engaged in large shops in 
Wilmington, Delaware, returning home in 1883 for a few months. In Novem- 
ber of that year he went to Montreal, Canada, there spent several months; he 
entered the bridge shops of the Dominion Bridge Company, at Lachine, a 
suburb of Montreal, where he spent six years. He was united in marriage 
April 27. 1887, to Lizzie Carson, of Lachine. He then moved to New York 
city in 1889, spending a year in the employ of the New York Central railroad, 
having charge of bridges on a division of that road. In Deceml>er, 1890, he 
removed to Trenton, New Jersey, and was a draftsman in the great shops of 
the Cooper-Hewitt Iron and Steel Company. Later he was employed in the 
shops of the East Berlin Bridge Company, New Britain, Connecticut, from 
1892 to 1896. then removed to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, remained there 
until August, 1898, in the service of the Pennsylvania Steel Company. He 
then moved to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, working for a few months for the 
Keystone Bridge Company. In 1899 he entered the office of the city engineer 
of Pittsburg, where he is at this writing (February, 191 1), having charge of 
the bridge work in Pittsburg. In 1900 he visited his parents in Iowa for the 
first time in seventeen years. In 1903 he again visited Iowa on the occasion 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the marriage of his parents. Willis Whited is 
well and favorably known for his studious habits and his scientific attain- 
ments, being a member of the National Society for the Advancement of 
Science; also a member of the National Association of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineers. A worthy son of a worthy sire, of whom Hardin county has a 
just pride. 
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Alonzo E. Taylor was born at Alden, Hardin county. Iowa, in 1871. and 
his mother and sister still reside there. Professor Taylor, after attending the 
Alden public school, went to Cornell College, Mt. Vernon. Iowa, and then to 
Depauw University. He afterward studied at the University of Berlin and 
then took the medical course at the University of Pennsylvania, graduating 
second in a class of two hundred and fifty-three, l or three years he was 
assistant to the provost of that university and then was elected to the chair of 
pathology at the University of California. President Roosevelt selected him 
as a member of the pure food board of referees owing to his high standing as 
a chemist, ranking as he does among the foremost in this country. It was he 
who overruled Doctor Wiley, who had declared benzoate of soda injurious as 
a preservative in foods. The House of Representatives has jnst refused to 
curb the action of the referee board, though a vigorous right was made 
against it by the friends of Doctor Wiley, who resents the revision of his pure 
food decisions. President Roosevelt and Secretary Wilson have stood by the 
board of chemists, and it now seems certain to be continued as a permanent 
part of the pure food inspection service. At present (February 15, 191 1 ) 
Professor Taylor is abroad studying at the University of Stockholm. 

The following is an abstract from an article showing that important addi- 
tions are to be made in the faculty of the famous Pennsylvania Medical Uni- 
versity, in which Doctor Taylor takes a prominent place : "Dr. Alonzo F. 
Taylor, of the University of California, will occupy the newly created chair of 
physiological chemistry, which has been endowed with the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. The occupants of the new chairs are all leaders in 
their specialty. Doctor Taylor received his medical degree at Pennsylvania 
in 1894. shortly thereafter he became the assistant to the late Dr. William 
Pepper, and remained associated with the library till 1899. when he was called 
to the University of California. His best known studies have been upon Fer- 
ments." 

Dr. Carl W. Rummel was born July 8, 1873, at Alden. Iowa, where he 
lived until early manhood. He attended the Alden public school, and was 
graduated from the high school in 1892. He was also a graduate from the 
Iowa State Teachers' College at- Cedar Falls, where in three years he com- 
pleted a four-years' course. Later he attended Rush Medical College, in Chi- 
cago, from which .institution, after four years' study, he received the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine. He was married in 1901 to Miss fhttette. of Inde- 
pendence. Iowa. In 1900 he commenced to practice his profession at Webster 
City, where up to the time of his death he enjoyed a successful professional 
career. Of his personal character much could be said to his credit. Years 
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ago he became a meinl)er of the Congregational church and his life has given 
good evidence of the fact that a man in the busy walks of life can be a con- 
sistent Christian. He enjoyed the confidence of all who knew him. He died 
at his home in Webster City, January 31, 191 1, and was buried at Inde- 
pendence. 

Dr. Rummel came from a family somewhat noted. He was first cousin 
to the distinguished Prof. Alonzo E. Taylor, now of Philadelphia, and was 
also a cousin of Will Rummel, a noted pianist for some time connected with 
the well known Thomas orchestra of Chicago. All three of these cousins 
were born in Alden, Iowa. 

Among the men who have made a mark in Iowa politics and succeeded 
well financially and otherwise, may be named Hon. Edward D. Chassell, 
whose parents were early-day settlers in Ellis township. Mr. Chassell grad- 
uatede from Cedar Falls Normal School, taught school, conducted the Lc Mars 
Sentinel, a semi-weekly paper in northwestern Iowa, many years. He was 
twice elected representative from his district as a member of the Iowa General 
Assembly: was the author of several excellent bills that became laws; was a 
candidate for secretary of state in the nineties, missing the nomination by but 
few votes; was later made state binder for Iowa, which position he still holds. 
He has large landed interests in Canada and property in Iowa. 

At the September, 1880, session of the board of supervisors the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 

"Whereas, the pauperism and crime suffered and committed in this coun- 
ty, and, as a consequence thereof, a large part of the expenses borne by the 
tax-payers of the county are directly and indirectly attributable to the traffic 
in and use of intoxicating liquors and like beverages; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, that John Porter be and is hereby delegated and appointed 
attorney for and on behalf of this county to prosecute by action, civil or 
criminal, all persons violating the provisions of section 1539 of the Code of 
Iowa, and other statutes of the state, to the end that crime and suffering may 
be, in that regard, avoided, and a due respect for the law maintained; pro- 
vided said attorney shall retain of the sum so collected not exceeding one- 
fourth part thereof, and make no other or further charges against the county 
for fees, nor any costs against the county whatever." 

PROHIBITION AMENDMENT VOTE. 

On June 27, 1882, there occurred the famous state amendment vote in 
which the several counties voted on the question of adding an amendment to 
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the state constitution which should forever prohibit the sale of intoicating 
liquors within the state. It was carried by about thirty thousand majority in 
favor of state-wide prohibition. But the technicalities of law and the ruling 
of the supreme court set it aside and hence it did not become effective. But 
for the purpose of showing the sentiment in Hardin county, at that date, the 
following figures are here given from the only election record that seems to be 
extant now: Total vote in the county, 3,154; for the amendment to the state 
constitution, 2,175; against the amendment, 979; majority for the amend- 
ment, 1,196. 
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EARLY-DAY REMINISCENCES. 

Nearly all of the hardy pioneers have crossed the divide into that coun- 
try from which none ever return. The men and women who first tilled the soil 
and taught the schools and sold the merchandise of Hardin county, as well as 
the brave boys who faced the foe on many a Southern battlefield in defense of 
the Union, are nearly all gone hence. 

While the few survivors remain in possession of their memory, it has 
been thought best by the writers of this county historical work, to record a 
few of the reminiscences which they have kindly furnished, or those handed 
in by their sons and daughters. We only regret the number of these early-day 
sketches is so small. 

EARLY-DAY EXPERIENCES. 
(By John Gunn.) 

The following reminiscences have kindly been furnished the editor by 
John Gunn, of Owasa. and will doubtless Ihj read with much interest by pio- 
neers and the children of early settlers. These are no imaginary, fancy pic- 
tures, but the facts as they occurred in Hardin county in the fifties, sixties and 
seventies : 

PRAIRIE FIRES. 

Among the things that had to be encountered by the pioneer were the 
annual prairie fires that swept ruthlessly over this county. The early settlers 
had to plow a wide strip all around their houses, stables and stacks, or early in 
the autumn mow a wide strip of prairie grass which after sufficiently cured 
and dry they would burn ofT. before the balance of the prairie grass was killed 
by frosts and dry enough to burn: even then sometimes they would meet 
with a great loss. Hardly a year passed without a day or night or more were 
spent in fighting prairie fires, to guard life and property. Often the fire would 
come with a high wind, traveling very fast ; sparks and spears of grass flying 
rods in advance of the main fire. Frequently a fire would burn everything for 
miles, except here and there where a place had been plowed around. Some- 
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times thousands of tons of hay would be consumed in the stacks and again 
many acres of corn in the field would go up in smoke, when almost ready to 
ripen. During these fearful prairie fires stock, and, in cases, persons were 
caught by the flames and perished before their clothing could be removed from 
their bodies. 

About 1867, possibly 1868, a neighbor's stable caught fire by one of 
these prairie fires, and in getting his stock out his clothes caught fire and he 
was so severely burned that he died within a few days. 

FLOODS. 

People nowadays, with bridges on every road and over every stream, 
do not know what it used to be to ford streams in high water times. One day 
my father, in company with two other men and two women, went to the vil- 
lage of Eldora, and during the day a heavy shower came up, and when they 
sought to return home they found the streams all out of their banks. This 
was at a point about a half mile to the east of the present village of Owasa. 
near their home. It come to be a roaring torrent. It was decided not safe to 
try to ford the angry prairie creek, without first swimming a horse over and 
testing the fording for a wagon. It was determined to have my father try to 
swim the stream with one of his horses, which he attempted, and he finally 
safely reached the opposite shore, but not without great danger, as was soon 
seen. He started in at a point high up stream, but the swift, deep current car- 
ried horse and rider far below the point where he had expected to land. It 
was then decided unsafe to try to attempt to get the wagon and company over 
until the water went down. My father was on one side, with one horse, and 
two women, two men and one horse and wagon on the opposite side. One 
man with the single horse started for the nearest house to get a rig to come out 
and meet the women, who had started to walk, in company with the third man. 
with the result that the man with the horse got lost, and the women walked a 
distance — long to be sure — wading water, crossing next to impassable sloughs, 
in the darkness of the night. 

On another occasion, father tried to swim a stream with a load of rails, 
the stream having risen after he left home in the morning, before he could 
return in the afternoon. The result was that the rails left the wagon and went 
down stream, and my father in some way managed to get hold of the wagon 
and so got out. as the team managed to strike the ford on the opposite side, 
all right. 

Again, once before this, he had a similar experience trying to swim an 
ox team, in which case he came near losing his life. 
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These experiences may now seem a sort of romance to the present-day 
reader, but in fact were very much of realities in the day in which they hap- 
pened in Hardin county. 

INDIAN TROUBLES. 

Hardin county was never the scene of many Indian depredations after 
the white race located here, but the following will serve to show what did. in 
fact, occur. Indians frequently called upon the settlers and they seldom 
wanted very much, if there chanced to be a man about the premises, but they 
frequently frightened the women quite badly, until the latter got familiar 
with their customs. On one occasion a party of Indians and their ponies 
came along and stopped. Two squaws entered the house of my parents. My 
mother was at home alone with the baby, and so frightened was she that she 
gave them a half barrel of flour and some beef which was lying on the table. 
They had just butchered a beef and Mr. Gunn had carried a part of it to a 
neighbor's, three miles distant. The Indians took plenty of pepper and salt, a 
couple of sacks of corn, and everything they wanted, except the clothes off the 
baby's cradle, which she refused to give them. 

A couple of weeks later, the same year, they came again, but got much 
less than on the former visit, as the good housewife was less frightened and 
soon learned she could not, and was not expected to, give the Indians every- 
thing they might ask her for. A neighbor woman seeing them coming, went 
to the field where her husband was working and watched the team while he 
got the swill-pail and was feeding the pigs. When the Indians got there he 
asked them if they had ever had the smallpox, and told them there was a 
severe case of that dread disease in the house. The Indians, becoming greatly 
alarmed, left as quick as ever they could, and the grass did not grow much 
beneath their moccasins either! Of course this was a "white lie," as no case 
of smallpox existed within the entire county at that time, but the good angel 
at the bar of justice will doubtless wink at such a deception. 

LOST IN A BLIZZARD. 

At an early day, in Hardin county, it was no unusual thing for a man to 
get lost in daylight and very commonly did this happen at night time. Houses 
were then from two to ten miles apart, and no fences or groves to pilot the 
weary traveler to and from the little settlements. 

Frequently a person would be caught away from home, during a ragiuS 
blizzard, the snow blowing with a violent wind so that neither man iv»r 
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horses could possibly face the cutting storm and keep a straight course. Some- 
times they would travel for hours and cover many miles before they found a 
house or shelter. 

One time father was within a mile and a quarter of his home, at about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, when a fearful blizzard struck him. He trav- 
eled around on the prairie until almost, if not fully, nine o'clock when he 
came to a house, and he was so turned around he did not know the directions, 
so one of the men went with him ; the storm kept getting worse for a time, 
then abated somewhat, so that he saw a light from the window, which enabled 
him to reach his home sometime after ten o'clock, the friend and neighbor re- 
maining all night at his house, not daring to make the return trip. 

One night a stage driver and his passengers got lost in a storm, and 
drove around over the wild, treeless prairies until between two and three o'clock 
in the morning, when they caught sight of the light in the window, which was 
always kept burning during the entire night, for a signal to stages and travel- 
ers. The stage drove up to our house, where they put up for the balance of the 
night and ate breakfast there, after which they resumed their journey. 

One evening at dark, a neighbor of the writer was within a half tnile of 
his own house, had traveled and traveled and yet did not know where he was, 
so he decided to unhitch his team and wait until morning, the night being so 
dark he could not pick his way home without great danger of becoming hope- 
lessly lost on the broad prairies. After adjusting his team best he could by 
hitching them to the sides of his wagon, he got ready to cover himself up 
with what robes and quilts he had along, when all of a sudden he heard a 
rooster crow, seemingly a few rods distant. Upon investigation it proved to 
be his own barn-yard and his own rooster crowing for morning (it was then 
four o'clock). He thus escaped uninjured and made his family happy by 
entering the house, safe and sound. 

Scores of such cases might be narrated of early-day experiences in Har- 
din and adjoining counties, prior to 1876, after which the country had roads, 
fences and artificial groves sufficient to enable the day and night travelers to 
travel in safety, save in the worst winter storms when no man was safe far 
from an enclosure or grove. 

KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE. 

After the death of pioneer Silas Hays there were found among his papers 
preserved by his son. Willet M. Hays, now assistant secretary of agriculture. 
Washington. D. C, who suggested for historical purposes the facts found be 
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published in the local paper at Union, this county, which thing was carried out 
and it is from this that we are at liberty to quote that the county history may 
contain a permanent record of same. Charles L. Hays published the fol- 
lowing : 

"The proceedings reveal conditions of life during the pioneer times and 
the war times in Union township. The society had two purposes (referring 
to the Home Guards, or the Union Township Protection Society). One was 
to loyally serve the Union cause at home by supporting the army at the front 
and by opposing a society known as the Knights of the Golden Circle, which 
was suspected of hostility toward the Union and sympathy with the South. 
The Home Guards proposed to allow no hostile acts at home in the rear of the 
army of the Union, hence the organization, with its captain and lieutenants 
and rank and file. 

"The other purpose is revealed by the document called Constitution, to 
protect the live stock of the settlers. At that time all stock was allowed to ran 
at large over the un fenced prairies and in the woods, and all the fields were 
required to be fenced 'hog tight.' But there were many depredations by 
which stock was killed and injured, and the abuses were carried so far that 
the society provided secret vigilance committees, to be known only to the 
president, who were to proceed against offenders according to law at first, but 
i f the laws proved insufficient were to act outside the law as they thought best, 
after the manner of vigilance committees everywhere in the new communities. 

"The names of the company will be recalled by all old settlers. Those 
were times of war and times that tried men's souls, at home as well as at the 
front. These pioneer patriots, from Capt. A. F. Wood, through the list, 
with their wives, furnished no less than their share of heroism." 

A PROTECTION SOCIETY MEETING, AUGUST 23, 1 862. 

Meeting called to order by electing David Swain president. 
On motion Silas Hays was elected secretary. 

On motion a committee of five, consisting of Benjamin Xeigus, Alason 
W ood. L. F. Sanderson, J. Q. Hutson and Silas Hays, to draw up a constitu- 
tion and by-laws for the organization of a company of Home Guards. 

We. the undersigned, hereby pledge ourselves into an independent com- 
pany of Home Guards for the purpose of sustaining the constitution and laws 
of our country and for mutual protection: Lewis Rash, John Hutson. David 
Swain. F. S. Swain. J. B. Carter, J. E. Carter, Jasper Rowen, Andrew Reed. 
V. H. Rickard. David RatlifT, J. T. Baker, Isaac Garrison, J. L. Turner. J. L 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



Slyan, Aristo Wilson, William Lockard, John Valentine, John Reed, Alfred 
Wilson, G. H. Williams, Joseph Hunter, H. W. Abbott, W. A. Sloan, Ziba 
Valentine, Calvin Hutson, O. B. Chapin, Thomas Lockard, C. P. Marshall, 
L. F. Sanderson, Benjamin Negus, Silas Hays. A. F. Wood, J. Q. Hutson, 
G. A. Sawin, Malvin Rash, Salem Hartinger, J. C. Hartinger, O. Wood, F. 
Hutson, Dijah Wilcox, Charles Betts, Thomas Hutson, Jove Crist, Perry 
Boyer, S. B. Collins, Jacob Zufall, Hudson Cramer, W. H. Moore. N. B. 
Learner, John Rogers, D. B. Kinsey, G. W. Lockard, James Valentine, M. 
Cover, Gilbert Haas, J. B. Wilcox. 

On August 30, 1862, they met and elected officers as follows: Alanson 
Wood was elected captain on the first ballot ; Ezekiel Sawin, first lieutenant, 
and Silas Hays, second lieutenant. 

Section 2 of their constitution read as follows : "They shall have power 
to direct all suits in law, for which the funds of this society are to be used, 
and after the law has been tried, and found insufficient for the protection of 
property, they shall have full power to proceed against any person, or per- 
sons, who are in their opinion found guilty of any flagrant violation of the 
laws of the country, viz : Any person who shall be found dogging, killing, or 
in any way injuring stock of any kind, which is not his or their own, provided 
said stock when injured be found running on the commons, or inside of any 
field not inclosed with a fence, not sufficient to turn ordinary stock." 

Section 5 read thus : "The society shall elect a president who shall pre- 
side at all meetings of the society, and who shall appoint a committee of not 
less than ten or more than fifteen, whose names he shall keep secret from all 
except the members of said committee and shall receive all reports of the com- 
mittee, which report he shall use as he sees proper, and he shall be the treas- 
urer of the society." 

Section 2 of the by-laws read : "Any person having stock killed or in- 
jured, shall lay in his complaint to the president of this society, and he shall 
call a meeting of the committee, and lay the case before them, and they shall 
deliberate on it and determine the course of action, and if there can be suffi- 
cient evidence solicited to sustain an action in court, they shall advise that 
course and if not they shall have discretionary power for action in that case 
and that president shall inform the person so aggrieved of their determination. 

"J. C. Adams, 
"Silas Hays, 
"John Cramer, 

"Committee." 
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It may be added that the organization of this Home Guard had a good 
effect on the community, which had many outlaws and resisters of drafts into 
the army and also of the tendency to kill and steal live stock by such charac- 
ters. The United States, state and county laws were much more rigidly en- 
forced and lived up to after this. The above list of names were never made 
known until after the death of Mr. Hays. The obligations taken were oath 
bound and secret as the grave. What the Knights of the Golden Circle was 
as a law-violating organization, the Home Guards was as a means of restor- 
ing order, honesty and loyalty In Hardin county during the years covering the 
period of the Civil war. 

NEGRO REFUGEES AT FLOOR A WAR DAYS. 

The following article was written by Attorney C. L. Hays, of Eldora, 
and has been thought worthy of preservation in the Public Library, hence 
will be incorporated in this chapter of the history of Hardin county, as it has 
historic value : 

Rx-slaves were brought from the South to Eldora to the number of 
twelve or fourteen in 1864 and 1865. Daniel V. Ellsworth and other return- 
ing soldiers were active in securing their passage, and expected to be repaid 
bv the service of the refugees on reaching here. When they reached Eldora 
several of them were cared for temporarily by patriotic Eldora citizens, nota- 
bly Mortimer Hulbert and wife and Joseph Edgington and wife. Of these 
worthy couples only Mrs. Ellen Hulbert remains. 

The most striking character among these colored folk, as they were im- 
pressed upon the mind of a six-year-old boy. was Aunt Sarah, a large, strong 
black mammy, who was housekeeper for a year or so for Mr. and Mrs. Hul- 
bert at fair wages. She had with her a son. Abe, about eight years old. a 
genuine picaninny. with whom the writer used to play. My brother, who had 
never seen a negro before, but who had heard they had thick skulls, asked Abf 
to show him how hard he could butt his head against the house without hurt- 
ing himself. Aunt Sarah was a busy, bustling, honest, cheerful, capable 
woman at housework. She and Abe soon removed to Marshalltown, where 
Abe was for many years an honest and industrious plasterer. 

Among them was a girl of comely appearance about twenty years old 
who had worked in the fields. She had contracted consumption from the 
change to a cold climate and from sleeping in a cold room. Indeed it was 
charged that she had been given a corn crib to sleep in without sufficient pro- 
tection by a careless or heartless farmer. She was cared for by the Hulbert. 5 
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as tenderly as one of their own during the long months of her decline, and 
then she was buried in their lot in the Eldora cemetery.' The care of these 
three in their own house was but a part of the good done by Mr. and Mrs. 
Hulbert. 

The other refugees, men, women and children, were found shelter and 
employment about the town for a time until they all finally moved away, 
among them a stone mason and plasterer, a very capable and reliable 
man, highly respected during the two or three years he lived here. Joseph 
Edgington also actively interested himself in behalf of the colored people, 
saw that they secured their civil rights and helped them to get started. 

While the group were yet all in town they used to attend religious ser- 
vices through the efforts of Mr. Hulbert, in the court room of the old court 
house where they used to sing with feeling and gusto the old familiar planta- 
tion melodies of a religious character. Their singing of "On Jordan's Stormy 
Banks I Stand" and other favorites of the day possessed all the peculiar mel- 
ody and pathos of their race. They were still garbed in the poor clothing of 
their suffering condition in the South with such indifferently fitting additions 
as were given to them by friendly northerners. 

The men who helped them were objects of some misunderstanding on 
the part of some Eldora people. Human nature is not always able to under- 
stand a noble deed or unselfish course. 

There was none of the underground railroad in this bit of slave flight to 
the North, because it was after the Emancipation Proclamation, and they were 
brought openly to Eldora. where they received their first political lessons in 
self-support and citizenship. 

It is impossible for us to fully apprehend the passions and prejudices of 
those tense and tragic years of war. Eldora was so overwhelmingly patriotic, 
anti-slavery and pro-union that it would brook no whisper of sympathy for 
the South, for the men at home would allow no fire in the rear of the brave 
boys at the front, whose battling at the front was the object of the most 
intense home interest in those days when so much destiny hung in the bal- 
ance of war. It was under such circumstances that Eldora, then a new pio- 
neer town, did its share at the front and at home to free and care for the black 
slave people. 



BIOGRAPHICAL 



HON. SILAS M. WEAVER. 

In the largest and best sense of the term, Hon. Silas M. Weaver, of 
Iowa Falls, Hardin county, judge of the supreme court of Iowa, is distinct- 
ively one of the notable men of his day and generation, and as such is en- 
titled to a conspicuous place in the annals of his city, county and state. As a 
citizen he is public-spirited and enterprising, as a friend and neighbor he com- 
bines the qualities of head and heart that win confidence and command respect 
and as a lawyer and jurist, who has a comprehensive grasp upon the philoso- 
phy of jurisprudence, and who has brought honor and dignity to the position 
he fills with such distinguished success, he is easily the peer of his profes- 
sional brethren of the Iowa bar. It is scarcely less than supererogation in out- 
lining the leading facts in his life to refer to him as an attorney in the ordi- 
nary phraseology which meets requirements when dealing with the average 
member of the legal profession. He has indeed been much more than 
eminently successful in his legal career, as those at all familiar with his 
long, praiseworthy career at the bar and his honorable course on the bench, 
will readily concede. He is a master of his profession, a leader among men 
distinguished for the high order of their legal ability, and his lofty attain- 
ments and ripe judgment have rendered him an authority on all matters in- 
volving a profound knowledge of jurisprudence and vexed and intricate ques- 
tions growing out of its interpretation. 

Judge Weaver is a scion of a sterling old family of the Empire state and 
his birth occurred in Chautauqua county. New York, December i8, 1843. He 
is the son of Caleb and Matilda (Matteson) Weaver. The paternal grand- 
father was also named Caleb and he was in the New York militia during the 
war of 18 1 2. 

Judge Weavers boyhood was spent on a farm in his native county, 
where he laid up a splendid reserve force of potential energy by outdoor life 
in the fields during the crop seasons, attending the common schools during 
the winter months, later taking a course at Fredonia Academy. While a mere 
boy he conceived a strong liking for the law and the few hours he could save 
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from his labors and regular school work were devoted to a careful reading 
of Blackstone, the early hours of the morning not infrequently finding him 
poring over the pages of his much prized volume, and' in due time he ob- 
tained a sound, practical knowledge of the principles of law, which, with his 
recognized judgment, sound common sense and eminent fairness, gave prom- 
ise of his later achievements in his chosen profession. Later he was enabled 
to devote himself exclusively to the study of law at Fredonia, New York, and 
on May 4. 1868, he was admitted to the bar at Buffalo. Believing that the 
new country of Iowa offered peculiar advantages at that time, he came to 
Iowa Falls, where he located for the practice of his profession in August. 
1868, and this has since remained his home. He was successful from the 
first and soon enjoyed a large and ever-growing clientele, in due course of 
time taking rank with the leading lawyers of a locality widely noted for the 
high order of its legal profession. 

Politically, he is a Republican and has ever been loyal to its principles 
and party leaders began to be attracted to him in early life and he has been 
called upon to fill many positions of public trust. From about 1873 t0 ! ^ 
he was mayor of Iowa Falls, and in 1883 he was elected to the state Legisla- 
ture, serving two terms in the twentieth and twenty-first General Assemblies, 
in 1884 and 1886, in which he made his influence felt for the good of his con- 
stituents. In the fall of 1886 he was elected judge of the district court, and 
his record was so satisfactory that he was re-elected in 1890, for a third term 
in 1894 and a fourth term in 1898. In this capacity he attracted attention far 
bevond the bounds of his jurisdiction and in the election of 1902 he was 
elected to the supreme bench and re-elected in 1908 and he is still an incum- 
bent of this important office. During his long career on the bench Judge 
Weaver has ever discharged his official functions in an able and satisfactory 
manner and won recognition among the learned and distinguished jurists of 
the state. As a judge he brought to the bench a mind enriched by years of 
close study and profound research, which eminently qualified him for the 
duties of the position, and among lawyers and litigants as well as the public 
at large he is held in high esteem. By his courage and energy he climbed 
steadily and persistently and stood firmly upon each rung of the ladder until 
he could reach the next above and plant himself firmly thereon. Whatever 
of success he has achieved during his long and strenuous career has been due 
to careful preparation, a high sense of justice, candor as a counselor, a relig- 
ious regard for the truth and courteous demeanor and gentlemanly conduct 
in all relations with his fellow men. 
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The domestic life of Judge Weaver began on October 9, 1867, when he 
was united in marriage with Eldora Lewis, of Fredonia, New York, whose 
untimely death occurred in 1872, leaving a son, Clinton L., who followed 
her to the mystic country when eleven years of age ; also a daughter, now 
Mrs. Jennie Miller, who resides at Champaign. Illinois. Judge Weaver was 
again married on September 17, 1874, to Sarah C. Lucas, of Albion, Iowa, 
and four children of this union are now living, namely: Walter L., George 
E., Helen M., all of Iowa Falls, and Ben C, of Champaign, Illinois. 

Cornell College conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws upon Judge 
Weaver in 1908, and in that year he was a delegate to the general conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal church at Baltimore, Maryland. He and his wife 
are active members of the church of this denomination at Iowa Falls, and 
he has been a trustee in the same many years. Fraternally, he belongs to the 
Masonic lodge at Iowa Falls, also the Knights Templar commandery at his 
home town and the Royal Arch chapter at Eldora. 

As a practitioner or on the bench no charge or suspicion of any wrong- 
doing has ever tarnished the Judge's name or marred his official record, his 
personal honor having never been compromised and his private life always 
pure and free from fault. His friendships are warm, steadfast and his sterl- 
ing worth renders him a power for good among all with whom he comes into 
contact. 



IDO FRANKLIN MEYER. 

Of high professional and academic attainments and ranking among the 
foremost educators of the state, Ido Franklin Meyer, the efficient and popular 
president of Ellsworth College, Iowa Falls, Hardin county, has achieved 
marked distinction in the noble work to which his talents and energies have so 
long been devoted, and, judging by the past, it is safe to predict for him a 
future of still greater usefulness and honor. Not only as a teacher and mana- 
ger of schools has he made his presence felt, but as a citizen in the daily walks 
of life his influence has tended to the advancement of the community and the 
welfare of his fellow men, the several responsible positions to which he has 
been called from time to time bearing testimony to his ability to fill worthily 
high and important trusts. His name with eminent fitness occupies a con- 
spicuous place in the profession which he adorns and his career, presenting a 
series of successes such as few attain, has gained for him much more than 
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local reputation as a successful organizer and manager of educational inter- 
ests, and he has justly earned the high esteem in which he is universally held. 

Professor Meyer is a worthy scion of sterling German and English an- 
cestors, but he was born in McDonough county, Illinois, on August 24, 1864. 
He is the son of Franklin F. and Mary Ann (Tomlinson) Meyer, the mother 
emigrating to this country from Manchester, England, and the father's par- 
ents from Alsace. Germany. 

The son, Ido Franklin Meyer, was reared on a farm and there laid the 
foundation for a sturdy manhood which has stood him well in hand in sub- 
sequent life; he alternated farm work with primary educational work in the 
common schools of McDonough county, later attending a high school and 
then to the academy at McComb, Illinois. The principal at that time was 
Professor John L. Whittey, A. M., a graduate of Dublin University, a man 
fine in scholarship and rigid in discipline. One of President Meyer's class- 
mates while here was Professor John E. Boodin, now professor of philosophy 
in Kansas University. It is to Professor Whittey that President Meyer owes 
much of his early inspiration for higher education; and it was while still in 
the academy that he formed the since unaltered purpose to devote his life to 
the work of school administration. After his graduation he remained five or 
six years teaching in the academy, assisting in its management and discipline 
and in continuing his studies. Later he entered Hedding College at Abbing- 
don, then took a course at Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, from which he 
was graduated in 1904, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy, and 
at Hedding he received the degree of Master of Literature in 1895. After 
leaving Grinnell he took a post-graduate course in the Illinois State Univer- 
sity and graduated in June, 1905, receiving the degree of Master of Arts. 
He made a brilliant record for scholarship in all these institutions and thus 
became exceptionally well equipped for his life work. He was nineteen years 
of age when he left his father's farm and since then he has turned his atten- 
tion to educational affairs almost exclusively. In 1895 he was elected presi- 
dent of Western Illinois Normal School at McComb and continued there in a 
manner most acceptable to the board, pupils and patrons until 1903, building 
up the school from an attendance of one hundred twenty -five to four hun- 
dred twenty-five students, drawing them from fifty counties of Illinois and 
from several other states. In 1903 he entered Grinnell College, having pre- 
viously completed his work at Hedding. It was in the fall of 1905 that he 
came to Iowa Falls as president of Ellsworth College, the duties of which he 
has worthily and satisfactorily discharged to the present time, building up the 
institution until it now ranks with the best of its kind in the Middle West, if 
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not throughout the country, in many respects, principally in point of thorough- 
ness in which the work is done. The growth of this college since he became 
its head is the highest testimonial that could possibly be paid to his ability and 
foresight as an executive and to his eminent standing as a broad-minded, 
scholarly and enterprising educator. Since taking charge of the responsible 
position which he now so worthily holds and so signally honors, the advance- 
ment of the college has kept pace with the leading institutions of the kind in 
Iowa, the attendance constantly increasing from year to year while the value 
of the college property has advanced very materially, and has assembled about 
him some of the ablest educators in the country, each member of his corps of 
teachers being specially adapted to the department to which they have been 
assigned, no pains or expense being spared in securing the best ability obtain- 
able in order to keep the institution at the high standard to which it has 
been raised since the present administration has directed and controlled its 
policies and affairs. Its work is so thorough and its reputation so high that 
hundreds of students from various localities are attracted to its halls from 
year to year, satisfied that a degree from the institution affords the best and 
surest passport to a successful and honorable career in this world of industry 
or scholarship. 

President Meyer has always stood for the highest grade of work in the 
class room, economy in the use of the public funds and thoroughness in all 
matters coming within the sphere of his authority. He exercises the greatest 
care over the buildings and grounds, looks after the comfort and welfare of 
students, and, being proud of the college and jealous of its good name and 
honorable reputation, it is easily understood why he enjoys such great popu- 
larity with all connected with the institution and is so well and favorably 
known in educational circles throughout the country. Though having at- 
tained only the meridian of life, he has achieved very marked success, but not 
satisfied with past results, he is pressing forward to still wider fields and 
higher honors, although his place among the eminent educators of his genera- 
tion is secure. He has ever pursued a straightforward course and his manly, 
independent spirit commands for him universal approbation. He has proved 
himself equal to every emergency in which he has been placed and to every 
position with which honored, and as a ripe scholar and gentleman of culti- 
vated tastes and high ideals he fills a large place in the public view and en- 
joys to a marked degree the esteem and confidence of all with whom he comes 
into contact. He has been in great demand as a public speaker, especially in 
educational work and never fails to instruct and entertain his audiences in a 
masterly manner. His record in Illinois for efficiency in (he normal school. 
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mentioned above, which is widely known over that state, was highly com- 
mendable. There were only two buildings for use at Ellsworth College. He 
went to work with a will and since he came the library, Caroline Hall (the 
girls' dormitory), the heating plant and other extensive and valuable addi- 
tions and equipment have been added. He induced Andrew Carnegie to give 
ten thousand dollars and the citizens of Iowa Falls twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars to the institution. When he came there was only a two years' junior 
course taught, now the work embraces a regular college course in liberal arts, 
and the music department is of specially high grade, the course being given 
credit hour per hour at Oberlm. His idea is to perfect the work here, mak- 
ing this institution rank with the old line and modern eastern colleges. He 
has unified the community in the support of the school. As evidence of its 
local favor it may be mentioned that more than half the students now come 
from the locality that obtains its mail at Iowa Falls postoffice. The plan is 
to grow from within outward, and now many pupils enroll from other states, 
especially Illinois and Minnesota. He is heart and soul in the work thinks 
constantly of raising the efficiency and standing of the college. During the 
course of a year he addresses many teachers' institutes and fills many pulpits, 
and his ideas are utilized in many institutions, for his wonderful success in 
raising an academy to a high grade college, giving the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, has been widely noted, and he is universally admired for this work as 
well as for his energy, persistency of application, his sociable and unassuming 
nature. He has kept fully abreast of the times and is a deep and profound 
investigator, always versed in the current affairs of the world in a general 
way as well as in scientific and literary lines. He is a member of the Metho- 
dist church and Masonic and Knights of Pythias fraternities. 

On August 21, 1890, Professor Meyer was married to Justenia Susanna 
BIythe, of McComb, McDonough county, Illinois, daughter of William and 
Mary BIythe, of English ancestry. To Mr. and Mrs. Meyer two children 
have been born, Ivan I. and Harold B., both bright and promising youths. 



JOHN EDWARD KING, M. D. 

Dr. John E. King, a prominent and long established physician in Eldora, 
Hardin county, is a native of Boardman, Mahoning county, Ohio, born near 
Youngstown, on the 9th of June, 1825. His parents located in eastern Ohio 
about the year 1800 and soon became prominently identified with the pioneer 
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history of that country. They were a family of farmers and physicians. At 
the age of about nine years the subject of this sketch left the parental farm 
and went to live in the family of an uncle in Youngstown and there learned 
the shoemaker's trade, and also continued his educational' work until prepared 
to enter college. When a mere lad he entered upon a course of study at 
Western Reserve College at Hudson, Ohio, and pursued medical studies at 
irregular intervals. Finally he entered upon a systematic course in medicine 
in the office of a prominent physician in Akron, Ohio, and gradually worked 
into a lucrative practice with his preceptor. Doctor King then started on a 
tour of the extreme South and practiced medicine in the West Indies, in the 
Central and South American states, in Cuba and Porto Rico. lie was also in 
Jamaica, this leisurely trip covering the years 1848, 1849 an( l l %5°- He re- 
turned to his home in Akron, Ohio, but only for a short time, and went to 
California in 1851 and engaged in practice in Sacramento. In 1852 an epi- 
demic of Asiatic cholera spread ovei the western coast, and the mortality 
among the residents was something appalling. The deaths in Sacramento 
averaged a hundred a day for thirty days. Men would drop dead in the road, 
far from home or friends, or anybody who knew them. After the cholera 
was under control, or had spent its force, it was immediately succeeded by a 
violent epidemic of smallpox. Doctor King had charge of a local hospital, 
wherein he treated from twenty to a hundred and fifty patients, of whom 
about fifty per cent, died, because of the ignorance which then prevailed among 
physicians as to the methods of treatment. Vaccination was not then a uni- 
versally accepted method of prevention, and the disease was master of the 
situation, and so continued until its violence was exhausted. Elderly people 
of today well remember the violence and apparent hopelessness which at- 
$ tended the introduction of these two diseases into any community. 

While in California the Doctor engaged in gardening and fruit raising 
on a large scale for three or four years. But he returned to Akron in 1855, 
and the year following he emigrated to the then extremely wild and unde- 
veloped region in northern Wisconsin. He settled at New Lisbon, in Juneau 
county, where he entered some government land and continued in the active 
and successful practice of medicine until 1861. In the meantime he had 
signed a bail bond to accommodate a friend and the Doctor was "accommo- 
dated" in turn, by being obliged to pay it. This left him with but little means 
and he decided to go to Lawrence, Kansas, and start over again. On his way 
he stopped at Eldora, Hardin county, Iowa, and there learned of the burning 
of the town in Kansas which was his objective point. Eldora at that time 
had but four or five hundred inhabitants and the country was new and un- 
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developed. Doctor Cusick, the only physician in Eldora, was also the county 
treasurer, hence his time was divided. Doctor Underwood was at Steamboat 
Rock, a few miles away, but he soon entered the army as a surgeon, leaving 
the coast clear for a new physician to build up a lucrative practice. Doctor 
King therefore decided to remain in Eldora, and began practice in 1861. In 
1863 the Doctor took a course at Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, since 
which time he has been a devoted adherent to the system and doctrines of 
homeopathy, but previously followed eclectic practice. He was graduated 
from Hahnemann in 1864, and is the oldest physician in the state represent- 
ing that school of medicine, as well as the oldest in years of continuous prac- 
tice. Doctor King is the oldest homeopathic physician in Hardin county. He 
has been remarkably successful in the treatment of diphtheria and smallpox, 
having passed through two epidemics of these dangerous diseases in Eldora, 
with very low rate of mortality among them. Though now in his eighty- 
eighth year, Doctor King is still in active practice, and takes as much interest 
in the State and National Medical Societies, of which he is a worthy mem- 
ber, as he did when in the prime of life. The Doctor has been a frequent con- 
tributor to the medical journals and the general literature of his profession. 

He lias been connected with the Congregational church practically all 
his life, but actively connected with the church at Eldora for the last thirty 
years. He was made a Mason soon after his arrival in Eldora, and is the 
oldest member of the Masonic lodge at that place. 

Doctor King has always taken a very active part in public affairs, and 
his interest has not been allowed to wane because he has passed the octogen- 
arian period on life's journey. He says he never misses attending the morn- 
ing service at church, and this has been his custom through life. He could 
always find time to attend religious services, though for many years he kept 
from three to five horses busy in his extensive practice. This but emphasizes 
the pertinence of the old quotation, "Where there's a will there's a way!" 

Doctor King was one of the foremost movers in the establishment of the 
Library Society and in the development of that profitable and useful adjunct 
to the literary functions of Eldora. He took an active interest in the Eldora 
cemetery and helped in making of it the beautiful spot it now is. He is a 
member of the County Medical Society of the "regular" school, and takes 
pleasure in attending their meetings and recounting to interested listeners his 
experiences as a pioneer physician covering half a continent. 

The Doctor has always taken an active interest in the development oi 
agriculture and was identified with the Hardin County Agricultural Society 
for many years. He served two or three years as president of the society 
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and ten or fifteen years as superintendent. In political affiliations Doctor King 
has been a Republican since the organization of that party in 1856. In the 
year last written he organized a Fremort club and served as its president. He 
has never accepted any nomination to elective offices, excepting that of coroner 
of Hardin county. 

Doctor King has been four times married, his first wife being Anna 
Jackson, who accompanied him to Iowa in 1861. Six children were born to 
this union, but no issue followed his marriage with his other wives. The 
children are named and located as follows: The eldest is Jay A., a prosper- 
ous business man at Nevada, Iowa, who served as county treasurer, and is 
now engaged in banking, lumber and coal business ; George Henry is engaged 
in the jewelry business and fruit ranching, in western Colorado; Ina Corilla 
is deceased; Elizabeth, a widow, is living in Saint Paul, Minnesota; Oliver 
Jackson is a real estate dealer at Zearing, Story county, Iowa; John Edward, 
Jr., is editor and proprietor of a publishing house in Saint Paul. He is also 
proprietor of the Hotel Kendall, and engaged in real estate business in that 
place. Doctor King's present companion, with whom he has lived for five 
years, was Florence Lindsay. 



GRANT TYLER. 

In this review is mentioned a man who during his residence in Eldora 
has become favorably known to the people of its vicinity, as one capable in his 
trade, and much interested in public affairs, who is at present efficiently serving 
as the mayor of his city. Himself a lifelong resident of the town, he is the son 
of one of the early settlers, a man whose handiwork yet remains as his best 
monument and whose plain and sturdy virtues are well remembered by those 
who knew him. 

John J. Tyler, the father of Grant Tyler, was born in London, England, 
in 1824. He served seven years in London as an apprentice, learning the stone 
mason's trade, and after coming to the United States worked at his trade in 
Vinton and Cedar Rapids. Iowa. He married Lucinda Burke, of Russell 
county. Virginia, who was born on November 29, 1833. the daughter of lohn 
and Mary Burke. In 1856 he removed to Eldora, Hardin county, driving 
through from Benton county, where he had l>een married. Here he re- 
mained until his death, in 1869. working at his trade, and there are many 
houses yet standing in Eldora on foundations erected by John Tyler. He 



Digitized by Google 



394 



HARDIN* COUNTY', IOWA. 



purchased several city lots in Eldora. all south of the present court house. In 
politics he was a Republican, in religious faith a Methodist. Mrs. Luanda 
Tyler died on SeptemWr 4, 1902, in Pocahontas county. Iowa, and is buried 
in Kldora cemetery heside her husband. Mr. and Mrs. John J. Tyler were 
the parents of four children: Frances ]., who married L. H. Klein, and is 
living in Chanute, Kansas; Joseph J., who married Samantlia Strauss, and 
lives in Turon. Kansas; Edna, who married J. L. Sauer, and lives at Albert 
City. Iowa; and Grant. 

Grant Tyler was horn on March 15, 1864, in Eldora, Iowa, and has al- 
ways made this city his home, here receiving his schooling and here growing 
to manhood. He has spent the greater portion of his time in working at the 
printing business, of which he as a master in all its details. In politics he is a 
Republican, yet does not believe in allowing party loyalty to obscure the 
merits of a good man on the opposite ticket. As a delegate to the Republican 
state convention he has represented his county three times. For six years he 
was a councilman in Eldora, and is at present mayor, serving on his second 
term. While in office he has given a clean and honest administration of the 
affairs of the city, which has won general approval, and Mr. Tyler stands high 
in the regard of the people of Eldora as a faithful public servant, who has 
fulfilled the duties of his position in the interests of the whole population of 
the city. Although not a member of the Methodist church, Mr. Tyler is a 
loyal supporter of this, the church of his parents. He is unmarried. A man 
in whom the attributes of good citizenship are strongly marked, and who is 
in his social relations a true comrade, Mr. Tyler is much esteemed by those 
who know him. 



CHARLES McKEEN DUREX. 

There is both lesson and incentive in contemplating a career like that of 
Charles McKeen Duren. well known banker of Eldora, Hardin county, whose 
enterprise, force of character, sterling integrity, fortitude amid discouraging 
situations, and his marked success in bringing to completion large business 
plans, have contributed in no small measure toward the development of this 
section of the Hawkeye state. He has always been a strong man, both physi- 
cally and mentally, of great business capacity, a thorough organizer, good in 
the generalities of business, strong in his friendships, and never willing to 
give one up whom he trusted until that one had fully proven his unworthiness 
of that trust. Strong in his convictions of right and in his hatred of the 
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tricks of business, of which some men even boast, his integrity stands as an 
unquestioned fact today among friends, acquaintances and business associates. 

Mr. Duren hails from the old Pine Tree state, his birth having occurred 
at Sangerville, Maine, November 26, 1842, and he is the son of Rev. Charles 
and Serena (McKeen) Duren, the father a prominent minister in the Con- 
gregational church. When the subject was six months old the family moved 
to Vermont. He spent his boyhood at home and received a good education 
in the New England schools, and he began life for himself in 1858 in a gen- 
eral store at Sheldon, Vermont, and in 1864 he went to St. Albans. Vermont, 
and entered the drug business as a member of the firm of Wead & Duren. 
Leaving Vermont in 1866, he traveled about a year for a New York paper 
warehouse and in May, 1867, he came to Dubuque, Iowa, where he secured 
employment as bookkeeper for the Merchants National Bank. In November. 
1868, he left there and came to Eldora, Iowa. Here he became the first cash- 
ier and manager of the Hardin County Bank, of which he was one of the 
organizers. In 1893 he was elected president of this institution, which posi- 
tion he has held ever since, the duties of which he has discharged in a man- 
ner that has reflected much credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction 
of the stockholders and which has resulted in greatly increasing the prestige 
of this sound, safe and popular institution. As told in the chapter on banks 
and banking, appearing in this work, the law of 1904 required the banks to 
vise the word "state" in the name of any institution organized under the state 
banking laws, and this change was made in the name of the Hardin County 
Bank. When it was converted into a national bank in 1908 and the Hardin 
County Savings Bank was organized to handle business not pertaining to 
national banks. Mr. Duren also became president of that bank. In 1906 the 
Providence State Bank was organized at New Providence and Mr. Duren 
became president of that institution, and he still holds the presidency of all 
three banks, the large success of each being due principally to his wise counsel 
and judicious management. 

Mr. Duren was married on June 1, 1868, to Gertrude E. Whiting, of 
Dubuque, and a native of South Brookfield, Massachusetts, a lady of culture 
and refinement, and the representative of a fine old New England family, 
being the daughter of Rev. Dr. Lyman Whiting, a well known and influential 
minister in the Congregational church, who was preaching at Dubuque, Iowa, 
at the time of Mr. Duren's marriage. It is worthy of notice that the father of 
i Mr. Duren, the father of his wife and the father of his mother were all min- 
isters in the Congregational church. 

Two sons and three daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs. Duren. The 
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first two, sons, being twins, died when a year and a half old, then a daughter 
died at the age of four years. The other children are Mabel and Fanny; the 
former married J. T. Harnett and lived in Eldora until her death, in October, 
1907; Fanny is librarian at the public library in Waterloo, Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duren are members of the Congregational church, of 
which he has been clerk since 1869 and a deacon for a number of years 
and is a liberal supporter of the same. Politically, he is a Republican and has 
manifested an abiding interest in public affairs. In 1878 he was elected treas- 
urer of the city of Eldora, which office he held until 1881, when he was re- 
elected and he has discharged the duties of the same most worthily ever since, 
having been treasurer the greater portion of the time since Eldora became a 
city. 

Personally, Mr. Duren is a pleasant gentleman to know, kind, generous, 
honest in all relations of life, easily approached and unassuming, conse- 
quently he is eminently deserving of the large success he has attained by his 
own efforts, of the confidence reposed in him by all and of the high esteem in 
which he is held. 



ZENO K. HOAG. 

He to whom this sketch is dedicated is a member of one of the old and 
most highly honored pioneer families whose name is inseparably linked with 
the history of Hardin county, and he has personally lived up to the full tension 
of the primitive days when here was initiated the march of civilization in 
which he has played a conspicuous role, performing his every duty with a 
fidelity and unselfishness that has earned for him not only material success, 
but also the high esteem of all classes, and no man is better known, more in- 
fluential or held in higher favor in the northern part of the county than he. 
so that there is peculiar interest attached to his career. Iowa Falls and vicin- 
ity owe much of their development to him, for he has always been active in 
promoting whatever tended toward their upbuilding, being a man of broad 
and liberal ideas, charitable, generous and obliging. 

Zeno K. Hoag is the scion of a sterling old New England family, and 
he himself was born in New Hampshire, having first seen the light of day 
in Wolfboro, October 10, 1842. He is the son of Lindley Murray and Hul- 
dah ( Varney) Hoag. The family is of Welsh descent and have been worthy 
American citizens for many generations. 

Rev. Lindley Murray Hoag was the son of Joseph and Huldah Hoag. and 
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he was born in Charlotte, Virginia, September 29. 1808. His parents were 
early settlers in that part of the state and had to endure many of the privations 
and hardships incident to pioneer life, consequently they could not give to their 
children, eight in number, all the educational advantages that they desired. 
They were both ministers of the gospel, Joseph Hoag being prominent in the 
affairs of the Friends church in Vermont, traveled extensively, and was ab- 
sent from his home more than half the time for twenty years. He was a mem- 
ber of the famous "underground railroad" system while living in Vermont 
and he helped many slaves to escape. Lindley M. Hoag's early training de- 
volved principally upon his mother, and he bore witness to her faithfulness to 
this trust. He learned to read at a very early age and. other books being 
scarce, he became a great Bible student, so that it could be said of him as of 
Timothy, "He knew the Scriptures from a child." He was recorded a min- 
ister of the gospel, of the society of Friends, in his twenty-first year, and be- 
came one of their most famous preachers. His preaching* was remarkably in 
accordance with the injunction of the apostle, "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God." So copious were his quotations from the Bible 
and from doctrinal authors, and so just and illustrative his application, that 
some who hard him queried, "How knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?" In his twenty-first and twenty-second years he traveled, as an 
evangelist, in the state of New York, in the New England states, lower Cana- 
da and some of the adjacent Atlantic islands. In 1831 he located on a farm 
at Wolfboro, New Hampshire, and soon afterwards married Iluldah B. Var- 
ney, of that place. She possessed a conspicuous and lucid mind, a vivacious 
and amiable disposition, combined with engaging manners. Their married 
life was a very happy one. Four children were born to them, three of whom 
are living. The oldest, Mrs. Hannah H. Liggett, lived in New York; she 
was widely known and conspicuous as a minister and evangelist and temper- 
ance worker, and lived a beautiful life, gaining the love and esteem of very 
many people; her death occurred in January, 1910, at Batavia, New York. 
Zeno K. Hoag, the immediate subject of this sketch; and Joseph L. Hoag, 
who was the second in order of birth. The last named came to Iowa Falls. 
Iowa, in the fall of 1855 with his father. The first year or two he engaged 
in the fur business, then turned his attention to farming a few years, and in 
1873 he and Doctor Foster engaged in the drug business a year, and were 
getting a good start when, in 1874, the town, with the exception of the post- 
office building, was burned up. He and the Doctor were burned out. but re- 
built and continued in the drug business until 1877, after which Mr. Hoag 
continued the same business alone until in the nineties, when he sold out and 
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moved to California on account of failing health, and his death occurred in 
that state in 1902. Joseph L. Hoag was a very prominent Mason and he was 
a member of the council of the city of Iowa Falls for a number of years. He 
married Emma Frost, a native of New Hampshire, and two children were 
born to them, one dying in infancy; the other, now Mrs. Bertha Harrington, 
resides with her mother in California. 

After his marriage, Rev. Lindley M. Hoag, father of the subject, was. 
as the apostle exhorts, "Diligent in business and fervent in spirit," working 
on his farm to provide things comfortable for his family and still faithful to 
the calls of his Master. He visited the churches of his own denomination and 
held public meetings in the towns and many of the cities of New England. 
New York, and some of the Middle, Western and Southern states. His wife 
passed to her reward in 1843. She also was a minister, highly esteemed in 
the church and society for both her Christian and native graces. Soon after 
this bereavement Rev. Mr. Hoag visited Europe, preaching in England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, France, Germany and Switzerland, preaching before several 
European monarchs. Upon his return he produced to the church abundant 
testimonials to the appreciation of the value of his labors from those amongst 
whom he traveled. lie was absent about three years, and, as Paul resumed 
his occupation of "tent-maker," so did Rev. Mr. Hoag again grasp the han- 
dles of the plow, on the banks of Lake Winnipissiogee, and he could say, like 
the apostle. "Mine own hands have ministered to my necessities, and to the 
wants of those dependent upon me." In 1853 he re-visited Great Britain, 
also Norway and Denmark, where he found many seeking to know the truth, 
and he was absent on this trip about a year. Soon after his return he sold 
his property in New Hampshire, and in the summer of 1854 came to Iowa 
and bought land in Hardin and Marshall counties and returned to New Hamp- 
shire. For a time he conducted a store in New York, but he handled no goods 
except those produced by free labor, no slave products being accepted or sold 
In the spring of 1855 he came again to Iowa, and was married to Anna C. 
Darlington, of Muscatine, this state, and with her he came to Hardin county in 
November of that year. One child, Ella Hoag, was born to this union, who 
became an accomplished teacher. 

Lindley M. Hoag was one of the proprietors of the village of Rocksyl- 
vania, living on a farm adjoining. During the remaining twenty-five years 
of his active and useful life he was often engaged, with others, in organizing 
churches of his own denomination in different parts of the state, spending 
much of his time away from home in missionary work, in the states of Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, and some parts of New England. 
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Canada, New York. Kansas and Missouri. He was a life-long friend of the 
slave and the Indian. He was first a Whig, later a Republican. As a citizen 
he was ever ready to do his part to promote the interests of the community. 
As a neighbor he was kind and obliging. In his family he was genial, affec- 
tionate and sympathetic. "Having fought the good fight and kept the faith, 
he finished his course (on the 27th of November, 1880, in the seventy-third 
year of his age), to receive a crown of righteousness from Christ, the right- 
eous Judge." Mr. Hoag was gifted with a wonderful memory and he caused 
his hearers to wonder at his ability to quote so extensively from the Scriptures, 
having, it seemed, a profound insight into the word of God. He had a style 
of delivery peculiarly his own, and often would thrill his hearers with the most 
beautiful imagery and word painting. His personal magnetism was wonder- 
ful. It is the opinion of many persons who have listened to our great pulpit 
orators, Beecher, Talmagc, Brooks, Chapin and others, that Mr. Hoag had 
the natural ability, if placed where circumstances would draw it out, to equal 
any of them. Remarkable as this may seem, yet it is true; and this gifted 
man gave his time and great talents to the society of Friends, among whom 
he stood as one of the chief pillars, not only in this country but across the 
ocean in foreign lands. His wife, Anna Hoag, was a great help to him in his 
life work. Gifted herself with more than ordinary talent, she served to in- 
crease and widen her husband's influence. During her entire life she has been 
known as a lovely Christian character, exerting her influence in all the avenues 
of Christian influence and being a power for good in her society. She was a 
teacher in Hardin county in the early days and had few equals, filling many 
stations as an educator with great success. She remains to continue the good 
work which her lamented husband laid down, being now a resident of Iowa 
Falls, advanced in years, but still influential for good, and a crown awaits her 
as a faithful, efficient, self-sacrificing servant of the Master. 

Zeno K. Hoag, the immediate subject of this biographical review, lived 
in New Hampshire until he was about fourteen years of age, then he accom- 
panied the family to Iowa Falls, Iowa, where, after a somewhat tedious trip, 
they arrived in the month of June, 1856. This country was then a wild and 
sparsely settled prairie, the nearest railroad to Hardin county being at Iowa 
City. They began life in typical pioneer fashion and never murmured at 
hardships, for they had the sagacity to foresee that this was destined to be a 
great country. Here the father entered a whole section of land from the 
government, northwest and east of the town of Iowa Falls, which was devel- 
oped in due course of time into one of the valuable and choice landed estates 
in the county. 
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Before leaving New England, Zeno K. Hoag attended the Brown school 
at Providence, Rhode Island. His boyhood here was spent in farming, which 
he continued until he was about twenty-eight years of age; he then entered 
the lumber, coal and salt business here. Since then, at different times, he has 
been in partnership with J. D. Steere and J. B. Griffith, but is now in business 
alone again, having been engaged longer in his special line than any other man 
of Iowa Falls, and with one exception is the oldest merchant in any line in 
this city. He has been very successful in whatever he has turned his atten- 
tion to and has long been regarded as one of the leading business men of this 
part of the county. 

Always an active Republican, Zeno K. Hoag has long been an influential 
factor in public affairs, having faithfully discharged the duties of various of- 
fices within the gift of the people in this community. He is progressive in his 
ideas in both public and business affairs. Fraternally, he is a member of the 
Modern Woodmen. 

In 1874 Mr. Hoag was united in marriage with Anna Griffith, daughter 
of Daniel P. Griffith, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
volume. He has one son by this marriage, Lindley Murray Hoag, who is suc- 
cessfully engaged in the banking business at Thief River Falls, Minnesota 
Mr. and Mrs. Ploag are both worthy members of the Friends church. Like 
his honored father before him, Mr. Hoag stands high with all who know him 
and he has a wide circle of friends, being a man of scrupulous honesty, genial 
and obliging disposition. 



LEWIS OSCAR BLISS. 

The student interested in the history of Hardin county does not have to 
carry his investigations far into its annals before learning that the late Lewis 
Oscar Bliss was long an active and leading representative of its business in- 
terests and that his labors proved to be a potent force in making this one ot 
the leading agricultural regions of the great Iowa commonwealth. While he 
prospered in his chosen lines of endeavor he also found ample opportunity to 
assist in the material development of the county and his co-operation was ot 
value for the general good, consequently he will long be remembered for the 
many good and kindly deeds he did and for the w f holesome example he set 
through his exemplary life. 

Mr. Bliss was the representative of a sterling old family of the Empire 
state, his birth having occurred in Union Springs, Cayuga county. New York. 
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July 29, 1826. He was of Revolutionary stock, one of his ancestors, Beriah 
Bliss, of Thetford, Vermont, having served in the war of 1770. 

When Mr. Bliss was eight years old the family moved to Sheffield, Ohio, 
in 1834, and his boyhood was spent there and at Ashtabula. He was edu- 
cated at the Kingsville Academy and from 1847 to 1850 taught school in 
Ohio and Kentucky. In the early fifties he learned the mercantile business 
with a firm in Ashtabula, Ohio. On January 13. 1853, he was united in mar- 
riage with Ruth A. Seymour, who was of English and French extraction. 
She traced her lineage back to the famous Jane Seymour, wife of Henry VIII, 
King of England, and her grandfather was Capt. Stephen Seymour, of 
Waterbury, Connecticut, who served in the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Bliss 
was born at Plymouth, Ashtabula county, Ohio. May 9, 1834. 

The year following their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Bliss moved to Grant 
county, Wisconsin, where Mr. Bliss engaged in business. Later they moved 
to Elliota, Minnesota, where they remained until 1864. While living in 
Minnesota during the Civil war he joined with other citizen volunteers and, 
without hope of reward, went to the defense of the sparsely settled districts 
of that state against the Indians, thus aiding in saving besieged settlements 
until the government could send regular troops to defend the same. 

In 1864 Mr. Bliss brought his family in a covered wagon to Iowa Falls, 
Hardin county, and this has remained the family home ever since. Here Mr. 
Bliss at once engaged in the mercantile business, keeping his stock of goods 
first in a frame building on the south side of Washington avenue, west of 
Main street. Later he entered into partnership with William Wilde, under 
the firm name of Wilde & Bliss, which continued until the death of Mr. 
Wilde, after which Mr. Bliss continued business alone, building up an exten- 
sive and lucrative trade. He built a substantial and commodious stone double 
store building which is a credit to the city and he continued successfully in 
business until 1900, in which year he retired, after thirty-six years of busi- 
ness activity in Iowa Falls, during which time he had Income widely known 
and universally regarded as one of the city's leading business men and one 
of the county's most representative citizens. Mr. Bliss was one of the organ- 
izers of the old Commercial Bank, now the First National, and he was allied 
with the banking interests for many years. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Bliss three children were born — Byron B., Frank E. 
and Mary H. The wife and mother was called to her rest on November 21, 
1906. She was a social favorite and she did much good in church work, 
being loved and esteemed by all for her many deeds of kindness and charity. 

(26) 
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Mr. Bliss always took an active interest in politics and public affairs and 
he was a member of the fourteenth General Assembly, in which he made his 
influence felt for the good of his locality and won the hearty commendation 
of his constituents, — in fact, he was a potent factor in county and state poli- 
tics for years. He took an active part in the pioneer Law Makers' Associa- 
tion and attended many of its gatherings. lie was a member of the .Masonic 
lodge for over forty years. Mr. Bliss's tastes were literary and scientific and 
it is said that he was the leading antiquarian of the state, and at his death he 
left one of the most extensive collections of Mound Builders' relics and Indian 
curios to he found in the west. 

This distinguished citizen and successful business man was called to his 
reward at the advanced age of eighty- four years. He was a man of positive 
convictions and stood in the open, ready to meet friend or foe; there was no 
equivocating, no side-stepping with him. He had courage, stamina, virile 
manhood. I le was a man of integrity and family pride. He held his word, 
as did all others who knew him well, as good as a bond, and ne believed that 
every man should be held to strict accountability for his agreements and his 
deeds. He thought much of the family name and strove to keep it untar- 
nished; he took pride in his children and grandchildren and did everything 
he could for their welfare. He was the enemy of every sham, every hypoc- 
risy, holding fast to the substance of things. He always gave liberally of his 
time and money in occasions of distress. Many a man has been aided by him, 
tided over during financial stringencies, and started afresh on the highway of 
success. By those who were very near to him and knew him well, he was 
regarded as a grand and noble man, honest and accommodating in business; 
faithful, true and consistent in politics; a kind neighbor, an honor to his city, 
county and state. 



HON'. EXOCH WORTH EN EASTMAN. 

This distinguished Iowan was born in the town of Deerfield, Rocking- 
ham county, Xcw Hampshire, on the 15th day of April, 1810, of English 
descent. His was the seventh generation from the emigrant ancestor, who 
settled, on his arrival in America, in Salisbury, Massachusetts. His grand- 
father, Ephraim Eastman, who was a native of Xew Hampshire, served as a 
lieutenant in the war of 1812. Enoch was the third in a family of seven chil- 
dren. His father was not a man of wealth and he was obliged to rely upon his 
own resources to a great extent in obtaining an education. Often his path- 
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way seemed beset with obstacles almost insurmountable, but his great energy 
and indomitable perseverance enabled him to succeed in a manner that was 
highly gratifying to the many friends of his youthful days. He lived at 
home during a large period of his minority, worked on his father's farm, and 
in a saw mill, attended the district school until he obtained a fair common 
school education, and taught several terms of school as a means of support, as 
nearly all great men have done. Not content with a common school education, 
by his own energy he earned means to attend the academies of Pembrook and 
Pittsfield. 

After thus preparing himself as thoroughly as possible in the usual aca- 
demic branches, he began the study of law about the year 1825, choosing the 
legal profession as the one best adapted to his tastes and one from which he 
might gain a livelihood in after life. He studied law under the direction of 
the Hon. Moses Norris. of Pittsfield. New Hampshire, who was one of the 
leading attorneys of that state. Under his able instruction he received a 
thorough knowledge of his profession and was honorably admitted to the bar 
at the June tenn of the supreme court in 1840. in Concord. New Hampshire, 
and practiced his profession in his native state successfully for several years. 

Desiring a larger field for his life work, he obeyed Horace Greeley s in- 
junction. "Go west, young man," and in 1844 migrated across the Mississippi, 
settling in Burlington, where he found, to his great satisfaction, plenty of 
room in which to gratify his ambitious mind. He remained in Burlington 
until 1847. when he removed to Oskaloosa. Iowa, where he practiced law 
with renewed success until 1857; at that time he came to Eldora. Iowa, where 
he resided until January 9. 1885. when he crossed that sea on which sail no 
return vessels. 

During his professional career Mr. Eastman occupied a leading position, 
and was engaged in most of the important cases in the state. He was gener- 
ally successful and in the long-to-be-remembered county-seat contest between 
Eldora and Point Pleasant he was the leading attorney for Eldora. and to his 
shrewdness, energy and ability the people of that town are largely indebted 
for the retention of the county seat. 

In personal appearance Mr. Eastman was somewhat angular; he had a 
spare form, but was quite muscular and capable of enduring much fatigue. He 
was about six feet and two inches in height, and weighed over one hundred 
and eighty pounds when in good health. He had an active brain and very 
expressive features, and his head was covered with heavy, dark hair, that the 
frosts of time tinged with gray some time before he died. As a neighbor, he 
was loyal and true, and as a husband and father he was kind and affectionate. 
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Mr. Eastman was united in marriage January 8, 1845, to Sarah C. Green- 
ough, of Canterbury, New Hampshire, a graduate of Mount Holyoke Semi- 
nary at South Iladley, Massachusetts. From her parents she inherited strong 
New England proclivities, which shown conspicuously during her whole life. 
She was an excellent neighbor and a loving and affectionate wife and mother. 
She died in i8<>i, leaving three daughters and one son. In 1865 he was again 
united in marriage with Amanda Hall, who was a native of Xew York, a 
highly educated lady, a graduate of Binghamton Seminary; by her one son 
was born to Mr. Eastman, now deceased. 

From early manhood, all through his long eventful life, he was relig- 
iously inclined, a close Biblical student, and was ever ready with a quotation 
from the Bible to sustain a theme or round out an argument. In early lite he 
was a member of the Unitarian church, and after he came to Eldora, while he 
did not become a regular member of the Congregational church, he was a 
member of the Congregational society and a regular church attendant. He 
taught a Bible class in the Sunday school and gave liberally to the support of 
the church. He played the violin and often led the choir in the various 
churches that he attended in his younger days. He was of a kind and benevo- 
lent disposition, never suing a man for a debt due himself. To illustrate, on 
one occasion he called his son to his side, took from his desk a bunch of prom- 
issory notes, some fairly good, some doubtful, and some barred by statute, and 
upon ascertaining the full amount to be over five thousand dollars, said. 
"These notes are all against poor men. I am better able to waive payment than 
they are to pay them. Burn them!" This was accordingly done and five 
thousand dollars in notes went up in flames, and came down in ashes. 

In 1850 Mr. Eastman first received light in Masonry, in Triluminar 
Lodge No. 18. at Oskaloosa, Iowa, and served as master of his lodge for 
several years. In 1854 he was exalted to the degree of Royal Arch Mason 
in Hiram Chapter No. 6, at Oskaloosa, and in 1857 became its high priest. 
In the same year he was called by his companions to preside over the grand 
chapter as its grand high priest, and I am informed by his brother Masons 
that his career in Masonry was a highly successful one. Upon all questions 
coming before him, in his official capacity, he brought to bear that practical 
good sense with which he was so bountifully endowed. 

Politically, Mr. Eastman was a Democrat until the development of those 
principles that culminated finally in the rebellion of the Southern states. He 
did not believe in the doctrines promulgated by the Democratic party, which 
nominated James Buchanan for Fresident, in 1856, and he refused to support 
him. In 1857 he allied himself with the Republican party (others think he 
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did not leave the party quite as early). About this time he published an arti- 
cle in which he said : 

"How now stands the Democratic party, headed by James Buchanan? 
We have acquired New Mexico and Arizona from Mexico, embracing a ter- 
ritory as large as five states like Iowa. Mr. Buchanan says that slavery now 
exists there under the guardianship of the federal constitution, and must so 
remain as long as the territorial condition remains. This I call extending 
slaven r . I will neither advocate or support such doctrines, nor will I remain in 
a political party that does. As Major Jack Downing once said, 'I am going 
to shoulder my ax and be off.' " 

His old-time friends sneeringly asked, "Where will Enoch go now to get 
his ax ground?" In his characteristic manner he replied: "1 regret to see 
my old friends take such a deep interest in having my ax ground. For 
twenty-eight years I have chopped for the Democratic party with that same 
ax. and not one of these men in all that time has complained of its dullness, 
or thought of having it ground. You can say to them that I do not propose 
to have it ground. I have done chopping. I think I will split a while now , 
and every axman knows that a dull ax is best to split with. I w ill not crawl 
onto this platform, new-fangled (the Buchanan heresy), but will use my ax 
to split it down and will most heartily co-operate with any and all others who 
are engaged in the same holy cause." 

During the Rebellion, the subject of reconstruction by leaving Xew Eng- 
land out, was being mooted by a portion of the people and press of the coun- 
try. Being a New Englander, he expressed himself in very emphatic language 
against such a movement. In a speech made in Eldora, February 22, 1863, 
he said : 

"And there is now a scheme on foot in Congress, and in some of the 
Mates, to reconstruct the government, connect the West with the South and 
leave Xew England out. I have no desire to survive the day when I cannot 
claim Boston, Lexington and Bunker Hill as a part of my country. No! 
Come war and poverty, distress and persecution, and death, come what may, 
I never will cut loose from my own native New England. Where it goes I 
will go, where it lies, if fall it must. I will lie, and her people shall be my peo- 
ple and her Cod my God." 

He ever aimed to be a statesman, rather than a politician. He never was 
an office-seeker. But without any solicitation upon his part, and very unex- 
pectedly to him, the Republican state convention of 1863. that nominated 
Hon. W illiam M. Stone for governor, nominated him for lieutenant-governor. 
He was elected, receiving the largest majority which up to that time had ever 
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been given to any candidate for any siate office. He presided over the Sen- 
ate during the session of 1804. Being a member of the House of Representa- 
tives during that session. I had a good opportunity to judge of his ability as a 
presiding officer. Coming from my own town, I watched him, and was 
proud of him. While at times somewhat eccentric, yet he was acknowledged, 
by both Democrats and Republicans, to be fair and impartial in his rulings 
and a good parliamentarian. He took the gavel in hand while the Rebellion 
was still progressing. Some idea of the boldness and patriotism of the man. 
and the spirit of the times, may be seen by referring to short extracts from 
his speech, made on taking the chair, and which is found on page 65, journal 
of the Senate. 1864. He referred to the perilous times in which we were then 
living, to the fact that there were disloyal men in Iowa, and of there being a 
possibility of there being some member of the state Senate whose devotion to 
the Union had ceased to exist, and then added: 

"If, unfortunately, such an one is here, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God is. that his tongue may be paralyzed and cleave to the roof of his mouth, 
whenever he attempts to utter the intent of his heart. For the honor of the 
state, I do hope that the patriotic men of Iowa who have taken their lives in 
their hands, and gone to the tented field, will not receive a shot in the rear 
from any member of this honorable Senate. 

"Every one goes beyond the bounds of loyalty, who talks the govern- 
ment into disrepute with the people. Sedition and treason are first promul- 
gated, and then consummated by licentious exercise of speech. I hold that no 
man has a legal, moral or political right to begin to do, or even to advocate, 
that which the law will punish him for consummating." 

Golden words, applicable as well today as when they were uttered in the 
Iowa Senate. He further added : 

"Believing, therefore as I do, that the axe should be laid at the root of 
the tree. I will hold it unparliamentary for anyone to talk treason, or advo- 
cate the cause of secession, or any dismemberment of the Union or in any 
way give aid and comfort to the Rebellion, by pleading the cause of the 
traitors, or denouncing or disparaging the government, in this Senate, while I 
preside over it. The right of speech in a legislative assembly does not extend 
beyond the bounds of loyalty." 

During that session there were no treasonable speeches in the Iowa Sen- 
ate. All knew that his words were gospel truth ; they will stand as such until 
the last syllable of recording time. 

In 1883 he was called by the people of Hardin and Grundy county to 
represent them in the twentieth Assembly, as senator, and he took a leading 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



part in shaping legislation that session. Many more matters might be re- 
ferred to that would add luster to the fair fame of our friends, did time and 
space permit. Two more will suffice. 

The territorial Legislature of Iowa passed an act which was approved 
February 12, 1844, submitting to the people the question of the formation of 
a state constitution, and providing for the selection of delegates to a conven- 
tion to be convened for that purpose. This measure carried by a large 
majority and the delegates selected assembled in Iowa City, October 7, 1844. 
The convention completed its work and the first state constitution was 
adopted, so far as that convention was concerned. Hon. Shepard Leffler, the 
president of the convention, was instructed to transmit to Congress a certified 
copy of the constitution, in which it was also provided that it should be sub- 
mitted, together with any change that might be made by Congress, to the 
people of the territory, for their approval or rejection, at the township elec- 
tion in April, 1845. In tn « constitution thus adopted at Iowa City in conven- 
tion, the state boundaries were fixed and were considerably more extended 
than other Western states, taking in a large part of what is now Minnesota. 
Congress therefore amended the constitution, by an act of March, 1845, fixing 
the western boundary line on the meridian seventeen degrees thirty minutes 
west of the meridian at Washington, D. C, which is on a line between what 
is now Kossuth and Emmet counties, on the north, and Taylor and Ringgold, 
on the south. 

The radical change in the boundary by Congress was distasteful to the 
people, and had the constitution been adopted we should have had a state 
whose shape we should have detested every hour of our lives, instead of hav- 
ing the best shaped state in the Union. Something must be done and done 
quickly. Enoch W. Eastman, Major Fred D. Mills, who fell in the war with 
Mexico, and T. S. Parvin, of Cedar Rapids, at once took active measures to 
defeat if possible the adoption of that constitution, and white Mr. Parvin 
visited the counties in the second judicial district, where he had for some time 
been district attorney, Mr. Eastman visited a large portion of the then terri- 
tory, and spent much time and money, traveling by day and by night, some- 
times on foot and sometimes by stage coach (as the iron horse was not then 
known in Iowa). It is an undeniable fact that but for Mr. Eastman primarily, 
and the aid rendered him by Messrs. Parvin and Mills, the constitution of 
1844 would have been adopted, thus cutting off about one-third of the western 
portion of our state. Many of those who lived at that time feel that the peo- 
ple of the state of Iowa owe to Cknernor Eastman a debt of gratitude, and 
that they should repay him by some tangible demonstration in recognition of 
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his services so rendered in thus assisting in shaping the destiny of the bound- 
aries of the state of Iowa. But it is an old saying, and also a true one, that 
"Republics are ungrateful." By the hardest kind of work the people were in- 
duced to reject the constitution at an election held in August, 1845, bv a vote 
of 7.656 against 7,235. 

When the Washington monument was projected in Washington, D. C, 
the state of Iowa was invited to furnish a stone to be placed therein. The in- 
vitation was accepted. The stone was taken from a quarry in Van Burcn 
county, and the secretary of state, being from that county, advertised for a 
motto to be inscribed on the stone. Several mottoes were presented, among 
them one from Mr. Eastman, which was accepted. It read as follows: 
"Iowa, the affections of her people, like the rivers of her borders, flow to an 
inseparable Union." In making the inscription the stone cutter found it im- 
practicable to insert all the words, hence the motto appears today on the great- 
est monument in the world, as follows: "Iowa, her affections, like the rivers 
of her borders, flow to an inseparable Union." This never could have been 
given or accepted, had the constitution of 1844 been adopted. Thus I have 
briefly outlined some of the principal events in the life of my friend. Asa 
writer he was forceful, vigorous and original. As a speaker he was one of 
the most w idely known as well as most popular in the state. No man has ever 
lived in the state of Iowa who had done more to shape public opinion, and to 
carry wise principles to a successful issue than Enoch Worthen Eastman. 

William J. Moir. 



THOMAS J. BIRDSALL. 

The name of Thomas J. Birdsall, banker at Alden, Hardin county, is too 
well know n to the reader of this work to need much special comment on the 
part of the biographer, who will confine his paragraphs to a clear statement of 
facts, rather than engage in any fulsome laudation. Suffice it to say that he 
has won a large and permanent place in the business circles, and in the specific 
lines of effort to which his energies have been devoted, have given him much 
more than a local reputation and today his name is a familiar sound through- 
out this locality, for as a citizen he is public-spirited and energetic, fully m 
sympathy with the progressive ideas of the age and ready at all times to len<I 
his aid and influences to whatever promises to be for the best interests of the 
community. 

Mr. Birdsall represents a sterling family of the Badger state, his birth 
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having occurred in the village of Weyauwcga. Waupaca county, W isconsin, 
on October 5, 1851. He is the son of Benjamin and Anna (Hyde) Birdsall, 
both natives of the state of New York, he of Green, Chenango county, and 
she of Cattaraugus county, the elder Birdsall having been l>orn on January 8. 
l8lO. He was the son of Morris Birdsall. This family always followed 
agricultural pursuits. Benjamin Birdsall came west in 1835 and located in 
LaSalle county. Illinois, where he purchased two hundred and sixty acres of 
land. He was a bachelor in those days, but successfully conducted his farm, 
hauling his products to Chicago by ox team, selling dressed pork at five shil- 
lings per hundredweight. Later he conducted a grocery store in Peru, Illi- 
nois. After selling his farm in the Sucker state, he went to Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin, but remained there only a few months, then settled in the village of 
Weyauwega, that state. There he, with two associates, built a dam and saw 
mill, and afterwards built a grist mill. He was successful in his milling ven- 
tures and lived there until the spring of 1871, when he moved to Wright 
county, Iowa, where he bought a farm and located his family, his death oc- 
curring there in July, 1888, after he had established a good home and developed 
a fine farm. In 1873 he. in company with C. M. Xagle. established the bank 
of Alden. Mr. Naglc retired from the business in 1876 and the bank has 
since been conducted under the name of Benjamin Birdsall & Son, and is one 
of the best known and most popular in this part of the country. 

The elder Birdsall was married in 1850 and the following children were 
born to him : Thomas J., of this review, is the oldest ; Mary Louise is the wife 
of Albert Brown, of Iowa Falls; Charles A. lives at Albuquerque, New Mexi- 
co; Benjamin P., ex-United States senator, representative and judge, is now 
practicing law in Clarion, Iowa; John H. died at the age of forty-two years; 
Anna M. is the wife of Oliver P. Morton, of Wright county. Iowa; Catharine 
E. is the wife of Clarence Marsh, now in Clarion, Iowa ; Raymond W. is cash- 
ier of the bank at Dows, Iowa; Morris died when sixteen years of age. in 
1879; Emma C. is the wife of W. H. Brown, of Clarion. Iowa. The wife 
and mother died in 1904. at the age of seventy-five years. 

Thomas J. Birdsall had a limited common school education in the Wis- 
consin schools, and he spent several years of his youth in the logging and 
lumber camps, and he came with his parents to Iowa in 1871. and to Alden in 
1872. He studied law with C. M. Naglc for a short time, and in 187^ he 
entered the l>ank with his father. The panic of that year made it difficult for 
the bank to pull through, but it weathered the storm. 

Mr. Birdsall was married in 1874 to Julia Lorcna Xagle. daughter of 
John Nagle, a native of Canada, and to this union two children have been 
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born. May L., born in 1878, is the wife of A. W. D. Weis, a prominent manu- 
facturer at Waterloo. Iowa, and they have two children, Arlene and Henry B. 
John Xagle, the subject's second child, born August 18, 1^75, married Grace L. 
Todd, and is in the bank with his father; he and his wife are the parent? of 
one daughter. Josephine, born March 25, 191 1. 

Mr. Birdsall seems to have inherited some of his father's financial ability 
and is one of the leading bankers of the county. lie is also interested in the 
flour mill here, also owns and operates an elevator on the Illinois Central 
railroad here, and he has other property interests. He has been very success- 
ful as a business man all along the line. 

Mr. Birdsall is a prominent Mason, a Republican in politics, but never 
held public office. He is a liberal supporter of churches, is popular and well 
liked by all classes. 



ALFRED J. SCALES. 

The motto, "Merit always commands its reward," is strikingly exem- 
plified in the career of Alfred J. Scales, the able and popular young editor 
of the Inter-County Journal at Ackley, Hardin county. He early learned that 
knowledge, backed by well directed energy, is the key with which the ambi- 
tious youth could open the door of success and cull the choicest fruits. The 
result is that he has steadily advanced, overcoming by persevering toil even- 
obstacle in the pathway of progress, until now he occupies a conspicuous place 
in business circles and an influential position in the public and political affairs 
of Hardin county, his popularity with the people extending beyond political 
ties. 

Mr. Scales was born in Ackley, Iowa, May 20, 1881, and he has been 
contented to spend his life in his home community, having had the wisdom to 
foresee the future possibilities of the same. He is the son of James H. and 
Elizabeth (Ivy) Scales, a complete sketch of whom is to be found on another 
page of this work. 

Mr. Scales attended the public schools at Ackley, after which he attend- 
ed Coc College at Cedar Rapids and also attended the State University two 
vears at Iowa City. Deciding to follow in his father's footsteps in a pro- 
fessional way. he took up the study of law in his father's law oOke at Ackley 
after returning home from college, and he was admitted to the bar in June. 
1009. He at once began practicing his profession at Ackley and from the 
first he gave promise of a brilliant career at the bar. but journalism seems to 
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have had its attractions for him and soon after returning from Iowa City, 
about 1903, he became owner of the Weekly Phonograph at Ackley, which 
he successfully edited about a year, then sold out to his sister. Mrs. O. E. 
Winter, who continued the paper until 1910. While she owned the paper, 
about 1905, the name of the paper was changed to the Inter-County Journal 

In 1910 Mr. Scales and C. J. Carlson formed a partnership and pur- 
chased the paper mentioned above and have continued to publish it to the 
present time, Mr. Carlson IxHng manager and Mr. Scales editor. Pie is a 
clear and concise writer, and in discussing the various questions of the day, 
is a keen, though courteous, antagonist and his influence has brought him to 
the favorable notice of the leaders of the Republican party in this section of 
the state, he having long been active in the affairs of his party. He has been 
a delegate to the state convention several times, in fact, he is probably the 
youngest delegate ever sent to the state convention, having been only eighteen 
years of age when he was first selected for that duty. He is a member of the 
Methodist church, while his wife affiliates with the Congregationalists. 

Mr. Scales was married on April 4, 1910, to Alys Susmilch, a young lady 
of refinement and the daughter of C. H. Susmilch and wife, a well known 
and highly respected family of Eldora. 

In a business sense the Inter-County Journal has brought liberal financial 
returns upon the capital invested and, as already indicated, has proved a ser- 
ies of successes, with an ever-increasing circulation and its columns teem with 
the latest and brightest news of the day. As an advertising medium it has 
grown in favor and importance and has a neat and attractive mechanical ap- 
pearance. As a moulder of public opinion it exerts a potent influence and 
ranks with the best papers of its type in the great Hawkeye state. 

Personally, Mr. Scales is a kind and obliging gentleman who makes 
friends easily and has no effort in retaining them. 



WILLIAM CHASSELL. 

On the 4th of July. 1867. William Chasscll stuck a cane into the ground 
on a knoll on the northwest quarter of section 15. Ellis township, and said to 
deorge B. McMillan, who was with him: "I will buy this quarter section and 
here I will build my home." The cane was a branch of a cottonwood and it 
grew until it became a large shade tree. The house was built near that spot. 
Mr. Chassell, after leaving his home in Holland Patent, Oneida county, Xew 
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York, had been looking for a location in several states, and a few days before 
had visited an old boyhood friend at Des Moines, Iowa, Hon. D. Franklin 
Wells, then the Iowa state superintendent of public instruction. Mr. Wells 
suggested to him that he go to Hardin county and look at this land, which he 
owned and desired to sell. Mr. Chassell went to Iowa Falls and then out to 
Kllis township, where he attended a Fourth of July picnic. There he met .Mr. 
McMillan and Walter Carpenter and others who had come from New York 
and other Eastern states. He was so well pleased with the people that he 
decided to locate in the community, which became his permanent home. The 
house was built that summer and some breaking was done, and in the fall he 
brought the family from their Eastern home. It was over a mile to the 
nearest house on the west, and in other directions much farther. Toward 
Iowa Falls, a trail across the fenceless prairie was followed for three miles to 
the first house and across the treeless billows of trackless grass to the east it 
was four or five miles to the first settler's cabin, which was the location where 
the town of Owasa has since been built. 

Seed wheat was two dollars per bushel in the spring of 1868, but the 
price went down to seventy-five cents before the crop was sold the next fall 
War prices for wheat and flour were never restored and wheat raising did 
not turn out to be profitable. Mr. Chassell soon engaged in the stock and 
dairv business, which he followed during his years of active life. After sell- 
ing milk for a few years to the cheese factory at Iowa Falls, he became one 
of the organizers of a company which built a factory and made cheese in 
Ellis township. During all the years of pioneer life, he was always active and 
interested in the establishment of schools and in the development of the new- 
country. 

William Chassell was born March 4, 1829, in Fairfield, Herkimer county, 
New York, the son of Rev. David Chassell, D. D., and his wife. Anstiss Olin 
Chassell. whom he had married in southern Vermont. His education was re- 
ceived in the public schools and in Fairfield Seminary, of which his father 
was for many years the president. When a young man he went to New York 
citv to engage in business w ith his brother, but his health would not permit 
of close confinement. He subsequently went to Terre Haute, Indiana, where 
he was engaged in the mercantile business and in teaching. Later he returned 
to Holland Patent, Oneida county, New York, where he engaged in farming 
and other enterprises. Shortly before locating in Iowa he visited a brother for 
several weeks at Houghton, Michigan, but decided that Iowa was preferable 
for a man interested in farming for profit. 

He was married June 4, 1857, in Bradford county, Pennsylvania, to 
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Frances A. Jones, daughter of Edward Wadsworth Jones. To them six 
children were horn, all of whom are now living: Edward D. Chassell. of Le- 
Mars, was for many years editor of the LcMors Sentinel, hut is now tempor- 
arily in Dcs Moines, being state hinder; Xorval \V. Chassell. of Gillette, 
Wyoming, is extensively engaged in the sheep business; Rev. Olin B. Chas- 
sell. of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, is a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church: 
Harry J. Chassell, of Gillette, Wyoming, is engaged in the stock and real es- 
tate business and during the last two sessions has been n member of the 
Wyoming Legislature; J. L. Chassell, M. D., is a successful practicing physi- 
cian of Belle Fourche, South Dakota; Anstiss A. Chassell resides with her 
mother in Des Moines. 

After over thirty years of patient industry, developing the prairie farm 
and in educating his children, Mr. Chassell retired in 1899 to Iowa Falls, 
where his last years were passed in the enjoyment of the pleasures and com- 
forts of life among old friends. His life closed on the 18th of March. 1910, 
in the eighty-second year of his age, his death being the first break in the 
family circle after nearly fifty-three years of wedded life. He was a man of 
strong convictions and high ideals, always meriting the respect and considera- 
tion of his acquaintances. 



JAMES H. SCALES. 

Hardin county has been, and is, signally favored in the class of public 
and professional men who have controlled and directed its affairs, especially 
along legal lines. Xo one is better known in this connection than James H. 
Scales, of Ackley, the oldest attorney in point of service in the county and one 
of the leading lights of central Iowa. He has Wen identified with the county's 
general development from its early history and has been an important factor 
in shaping its course. He achieved a brilliant record at the bar at an age when 
most men are merely starting on their life work, for from the beginning he 
was intensely methodical and unswervingly scientific in search and seizure of 
the true light and of the essential morality and inspiration of the legal foun- 
dations, and in sources of legal conception and thought, conscientious and in- 
tensely pure, having an exalted firmness with which he has always recognized 
the morality of the fixed principles of judicial systems, holding devoutly to the 
highly embellished record of equity, the invariable theorems of law, the sure, 
certain, invincible methods of practice; therefore abundant success could not 
help crowning his efforts and placing him on the topmost rung of the legal 
ladder and winning for him the well merited laudation of his fellow men. 
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Mr. Scales was born in Galena, Illinois, December 18, 1843, and he is 
the son of Joseph and Nancy (Trumbeau) Scales, the mother being of French 
extraction, while the Scales family is of Scotch-Irish ancestry and came to 
America before the Revolution, some members of the family serving in the 
patriot army in that war, and from the colonial days to the present members 
of this family have been more or less conspicuous in various walks of life 
wherever they have dispersed. 

The boyhood of James H. Scales was spent at or near Galena, Illinois, 
and when he was a boy the family moved to a farm in Wisconsin, just a tew 
miles across the border, north of* Galena. This was in 1855 and there young 
Scales remained until he was eighteen years old, assisting with the general 
work about the place and attending the public schools during the winter 
months. lie then went to Chicago and attended the University of the Like 
for two years and from there he went to Iowa and entered the State Uni- 
versity, from which he was graduated in June, 1867. Prior to the Civil war 
his father and uncles engaged in operating a steamboat and James H. went 
with them on a trip to St. Paul, Minnesota, and while on a trip up the river 
he enlisted in Company C, in the Minnesota militia, and was taken to Fort 
Snelling. where he was discharged on account of physical disability incurred 
during the service. He then returned to the University of Chicago. After 
finishing his college course, Mr. Scales went home to take up the study of law 
under Senator Simpson, of Wisconsin, and he was admitted to the har on 
April 29, 1869. In March. 1870, he came to Ackley, Hardin county, Iowa, 
where he began practicing his profession. It had been his intention to locate 
at Hampton, but there being no railroad to that place, he selected Ackley 
instead. He started in with very little means and only three or four law 
books, but he was successful almost from the first and his clients increased with 
the years until he took first rank with the leading lawyers of the locality in 
due course of time, and he has remained at Ackley ever since and has been 
active in the affairs of the town and community and won a wide reputation as a 
painstaking, honorable and learned lawyer who has kept fully abreast of the 
times. 

On March 3, 1870. Mr. Scales was united in marriage with Eliza Ivy. 
daughter of Richard and Mary (Dennis) Ivy. She was born and reared m 
Shullsburg. Wisconsin, where her people were well known in the early days 
and where she received a good education. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Scales ten children have been born, six of whom arc 
deceased, four dying in infancy; Minnie died in the tall of 1904 while at- 
tending Northwestern University ai Chicago; Bernicc died in September. 
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1910, while a senior at Iowa State University ; they were both ambitious and 
talented and studied very hard ; Elmo R., who has resided at Newark, New 
Jersey, for the past ten years, is superintendent of the po\ver department of 
(he General Electric Company, the third largest corporation in the United 
States; he is a graduate of the Iowa State University and a young man of 
rare ability in his chosen line of work. Ora E. Scales married O. E. Winter 
and they reside at Ackley; Alfred J. is editor of the Inter-County Journal at 
Ackley; Margery was graduated from the Ackley high school in 1910 and i? 
at home with her parents. Mr. Scales has given his children every educational 
advantage, sending four of them to the university, three having attended at 
the same time. He has been very successful in a business way and is the 
owner of two farms, one in Wright county and the other in Hardin county; 
they are both well improved and well cultivated and are very desirable and 
valuable properties. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scales are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
For the past thirty-six years Mr. Scales has been the attorney at Ackley for 
the Illinois Central railroad and he has been the local attorney for the Iowa 
Central railroad for the past thirty-three years, rendering each very faithful 
and efficient service. He is the oldest atto iey in point of service that the 
Illinois Central has in Iowa. He has ttied many cases that have attracted 
widespread attention. He is one of the leading citizens of Hardin county and 
is widely known, but is unassuming, generous and charitable, having often 
assisted those whom misfortune had overtaken. He has always been popular 
with children and young people. He has been prominent in many lines. He 
was a delegate to the national grand lodge of Knights of Honor at Boston. 
He was one of the invited guests at Chicago at the unveiling of Grant's mon- 
ument. He is a very entertaining conversationalist, especially in recalling 
reminiscences of the early days. W r hen a boy he was at Grant's home at 
Galena. Illinois, and frequently saw him there and he recalls many interest- 
ing incidents about him. He also saw other eminent men there, such as Lin- 
coln, Washburn and many others of national repute. 



WILLIAM ELY WELDEX. 

It cannot be other than interesting to note in the series of personal 
sketches appearing in this work the varying conditions that have compassed 
those whose careers are outlined, and the effort has been made in each case to 
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throw well focused light onto the individual and to bring into proper per- 
spective the scheme of each respective career. Each man who strives to 
fulfill his part in connection with human life and human activities is deserving 
of recognition, whatever may be his field of endeavor, and it is the function 
of works of this nature to perpetuate for future generations an authentic 
record concerning those represented in its pages, and the value of such publi- 
cations is certain to be cumulative for all time to come, showing forth the 
individual and specific accomplishments of which generic history is ever en- 
gendered. One of Hardin county's deserving young men is the able yet un- 
assuming postmaster at Iowa Falls. William Ely Welden, whose birth oc- 
curred in this city on July 3, 1^83. He is the son of S. H. and Mary (Ely) 
Welden, one of the highly respected early families of this locality. 

The subject grew to maturity at Iowa Falls and attended school here, 
passing through the public schools and then took a course at Ellsworth Col- 
lege. In 1902 he became a clerk in the postoftice at Iowa Falls, in which posi- 
tion he remained until February 22, 191 1, when he was appointed postmaster 
of the local office, which position he now holds, the duties of which he is well 
qualified to discharge owing to his long service in the office as clerk. 

Mr. Welden's parents came here about the close of the Civil war, the 
father of the subject having been brought here by his parents from Wiscon- 
sin, and here S. H. Welden has remained ever since, being now engaged in 
the bottling business. Fraternally, William E. Welden is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. 

On August 5, 1907, occurred the marriage of Mr. Welden and Beth 
Wilkinson, the daughter of D. K. and Elizabeth Wilkinson. Her parents 
came to Hardin county from Vermont in an early day, locating six miles 
east of Iowa Falls among the first settlers and there they became well estab- 
lished. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Welden has been blessed by the birth of 
two children, Richard and Robert. 



JOHN RATH. 

Our nation owes much of its progrcssiveness to the infusion of the 
Germanic element amongst its population, for in all walks of life they have 
been found efficient, energetic and patient, enduring with fortitude the hard- 
ships of pioneer life and doing their full share in the work of pushing for- 
ward the wheels of progress wherever they have located. There is scarcely 
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a locality in the Union that has not felt their strong and ameliorating influ- 
ence, consequently they have ever been most welcome here and all honor is 
due them. 

John Rath, of Ackley, Hardin county, is one of that large horde who 
have come to us from the great empire across the sea, his birth having 
occurred in Wurtemberg, Germany, November 26, 1840. lie is the son of 
Andrew and Anna (Reich) Rath, and there he spent his early boyhood, 
being thirteen years of age when, in 18^3, he and his brother George emi- 
grated to America, the latter being only a year the senior of the subject. It 
required fony-seven days for the old sailing vessel on which they took pass- 
age to reach Xew York from Havre de Grace. After spending a week or 
two in the American metropolis, the two boys struck out across the continent 
to Dubuque, Iowa, coming by way of Albany, Lake Erie and around by the 
other great lakes to Chicago, thence by rail to Freeport, Illinois, and by stage 
to Galena. They reached there with only eighty cents, having been fre- 
quently overcharged and taken advantage of while en route. From Galena 
they walked to Dubuque, where they had an uncle who was engaged in the 
pork packing and candle manufacturing business and they worked for him 
until the spring of 1861, when John came to Cedar Falls and was employed 
in a lumber yard and grain elevator. He proved his loyalty to his adopted 
land by enlisting for service in the Union army in August, 1862, in Company 
B, Thirty-first Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He saw some hard service under 
General Grant at the siege of Vicksburg. battle of Jackson, Mississippi, 
march to the relief of Chattanooga, battle of Lookout Mountain, above the 
clouds. Missionary Ridge near Chattanooga, and under General Sherman in 
the Atlanta campaign leading to the capture of Atlanta. Georgia, march to the 
sea. capture of Savannah, Georgia, march through South and North Car- 
olina. Virginia, and on to Washington. D. C. including the capture of Colum- 
bia. South Carolina; took part in the grand review at Washington, D. C. 
and received an honorable discharge. He made a very faithful soldier. After 
he was mustered out he returned to Cedar Falls, Iowa, and soon thereafter 
located at Ackley where he was employed by Mr. Burns in the grain and lum- 
ber business for two years, then he became a partner in the business. Two 
years later he and a Mr. Banks purchased this business from Mr. Burns, then 
Mr. Rath bought the interest of P. M. Banks, becoming sole owner and he 
continued the lumber and grain business on a large scale, with ever increasing 
success, for about twenty-five years or until 1892, his brother having been a 
partner with him during a large part of that time. 

(27) 
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In 1 88 1 Mr. Rath started a private bank in AckJey, known as the 
Exchange Bank, which was a success from the first under his able manage- 
ment. He and his brother, Andrew, continued the grrin and lumber busi- 
ness at the same time until about 1892, during which period they became 
known as leading financiers and business men of Hardin county. About 1890 
they sold their lumber interests to the Wilbur Lumber Company, and a year 
or two later the grain business was sold to his brother. 

John Rath has taken an abiding interest in public affairs since he came 
to Hardin county and for a number of years he was a member of the city 
council, was mayor of Acklcy for one term, a member of the county board oi 
supervisors for three years and he was a member of the Ackley school board 
about twenty years, fie has done as .much, if not more, for the general 
development of this city than any one else, having contributed largely of his 
time and means for the general upbuilding of the place. Politically, he is a 
loyal Republican. He has been in the county since pioneer days, coming here 
when there were no railroads in the state, none west of Freeport, Illinois. 
When at Dubuque he often saw the wagon teams starting for Sioux City, or 
up the river on the ice in winter, hauling heavy loads of merchandise, ma- 
chines, mill equipment, etc. It was in 1865 that he came to Ackley. and 
they were compelled to haul lumber from Arlington with which to build 
houses, until the railroad was finished to this city. The country was sparsely 
settled and little developed until the railroad came. Mr. Rath had the 
sagacity and rare foresight to see that this locality had a. great future and he 
wisely decided to cast his lot here. He is by nature an organizer and a man 
of keen discernment, quick to see and grasp a situation, and. having started 
in life a poor boy in a foreign country, with no one to counsel or aid him. 
he is certainly deserving of the large success that has attended his effort*, for 
his dealings with his fellow men have ever been honest and straightforward 

Mr. Rath was married on October 5, 1865, to Elizabeth Moser, daugh- 
ter of Benedict Moser, a highly respected family, and this union resulted in 
the birth of nine children, eight of whom are living, five sons and three daugh- 
ters, one daughter dying when between three and four years of age. Those 
living are: W. T. S., generally known as "Sherman," who is in the bank 
with his father ; John W. lives at Waterloo, where he is president of the 
Rath Packing Company; Charles E. is a missionary in the Philippines; 
Walter F. is foreman in an automobile factory in Chicago; Howard G. is an 
investment broker in Los Angeles, California; Amelia M. is living at home: 
Elizabeth, the widow of J. B. Berner, is residing in Los Angeles; Clara E 
is with her parents in Ackley. These children have been given every advan- 
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tage of education and they are all well situated in life and are highly respected 
wherever they are known, all reflecting the influence of the wholesome home 
atmosphere in which they were reared. 



WILLIAM REECE. 

0 

The Reece family, whose members are so well known in Hardin county, 
Iowa, all trace their descent to Abraham Reece. who was taken as a bound l>oy 
from Pennsylvania to Surry (now Yadkin) comity. North Carolina, about the 
year 1755. He was one of the first settlers in that section, alxnit three miles 
south of the Yadkin river, near the present site of the town of Roonville. He 
was married about 1870 to Man* Hough, and from this pair are descended 
the Hardin county branch of the Reece family. The name has come through 
many changes, being originally of Welsh origin. 

To Abraham and Mary Reece were born eight sous and four daughters, 
namely: Daniel. Jemima, Eli. Levi, Abraham. Mary, Joel, Jesse. Keziah. 
Thomas. Sarah and John. Of these sons, the ones more generally mentioned 
are Levi. Joel. Thomas and John, although it may be that the descendants of 
the others are just as worthy. This review is concerned with the family of 
Levi. 

Levi Reece married Sarah Shugart about 1790. and to them were born 
the following children : Mary. Daniel. Zachariah. Abraham. Katharine, F.li. 
Levi. Jesse, Sarah, Franklin, Miles. William and Keziah. Of these, Mary 
married a York and moved to Virginia, where she lived to advanced years. 
Daniel moved to Missouri, where he also lived to be very old. Zachariah. Eli 
and Jesse all went to Indiana about 1840, where each lived to be nearly ninety 
years old. Levi, William, and Keziah. who married Levi Southard, all went to 
Iowa in 1851, taking with them their father and mother, Levi and Sarah 
Reece. also William and Mary Dobbins, the father-in law and mother-in-law 
of Ijoth Levi and William Reece. they having married sisters, Ruth and Mary 
Ann Dobbins. William Recce and Mary Ann Dobbins were married on 
September 5, 1839. About 1870 Abraham Reece also moved to Iowa. All 
these lived to be nearly eighty, and Levi saw ninety-four years. Miles went 
to Georgia, where his descendants still live and where he died at an advanced 
age. At present the Reeccs seem to be more densely grouped about two cen- 
ters, the original home in Yadkin county. Xorth Carolina, and in Hardin 
county. Iowa, where Levi, William and Abraham settled and lived and died. 
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These large families have continued to increase until they have "'taken" a 
large section of the country in southern Hardin county, which is now called 
the "Reece Settlement.*' 

The stories of pioneer life as related by those who went to Indiana and 
Iowa in an early day are most thrilling indeed. In making this entire trip of 
twelve hundred miles by wagon, not a single railroad was crossed. The 
journey was begun on April 24th and continued until June 24th, when they 
arrived at Salem. Iowa, where Friends had already settled. Here they rested 
a week, and then continued their journey as far as Richland, another settlement 
of Friends, where they remained six weeks. Again they took up their journey 
toward the north and west : where Marshalltown now stands a lone cabin »a> 
found on the bluff overlooking the river. Marietta, the first county seat of 
Marshall county, was being laid out on the day the emigrants passed that way. 

This interesting company was composed of the following persons: Wil- 
liam Reece and Mary Ann. his wife, their children, Martha, Keziah, Elkanah, 
Mary. Miles and Daniel ; also I^evi and Sarah Reece, the parents of William; 
William and Mary Dobbins, the parents of Mary Ann Reece, and their 
daughter, Martha, who later married B. I. Talbott ; Levi Reece, Ruth, his 
wife, and the following children : Julia, Delancy, Sylvira, Lucinda, Sarah Ann, 
Mary. Rebecca, William and San ford: William Dobbins, his wife Rebecca and 
the following children : Daniel. Levi, Hiram, Joshua and John ; Levi Southard, 
wife Keziah. and children Nancy, Sarah Ann, William. Mary, Abraham, 
Emma, Caroline and Celia ; J. J. Thornton and E. I. Reece, sons-in-law of 
Levi Reece. and William Baker, who later married and settled at Richland, 
Iowa. 

Little did these people realize the privations and hardships that were 
before them; their log houses afforded but slight protection from the rigors 
of an Iowa winter. Clapboard roofs were very poor protection from the aw- 
ful blizzards that came, driving the snow up under the boards until everything 
inside the house was covered by it. After the new homes were established, 
as a people, rhey took steps to provide for their religious well-being; in 185- 
a "meeting" was established, the first meeting being held in the b <lllie 
of William Dobbins, northeast of where Honey Creek meeting house now 
stands; Jeremiah Grinnell. a minister, and Israel Negus, his companion, were 
present at this meeting, which was the organization of the first religious body 
in Hardin county. The religious gatherings of these people were times of 
great interest. At monthly or quarterly meeting times the people would come 
for miles and find a most hearty welcome and care and shelter for themselves 
and their animals. 
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William Keece, never too busy to attend "midweek meeting," also at- 
tended "quarterly meeting" at Rangor, with his family, making the trip with 
an ox team; here they met with acquaintances from a wide range of country. 

The first land entered in Providence township was by William Reecc in 
1852. and lies near Honey Creek church. A few years later it became known 
that part of the land was numbered wrongly ; a man had discovered this, started 
to Des Moines on horseback early one "fifthday" morning to get the land for 
himself. William knew of his going, but. true to his principles of life, he 
waited until after midweek meeting, and then started on foot for Des Moines, 
after he had eaten his dinner, to correct the mistake, and get the proper num- 
bers. All the afternoon and most all of the night he walked on, now wading 
a stream, again picking his way over some marshy place, and then out onto 
the broad prairie with its waving grasses. He reached Des Moines in the 
early morning, wondering which had won ; entering the land office, he found 
that he was first; the mistake was quickly corrected and William, going out, 
met the man. coming into the office, who would have taken from him the land. 

In September, 1852, the hand of the grim reaper, Death, came into the 
taiiet settlement and four from the home of William Reece passed away, Will- 
iam Dobbins, on September 6th : Daniel Reece. the youngest son. on Septem- 
ber 1 2th; Mary Dobbins, on September 26th. and Mary Reece, a daughter, on 
September 30th. The whole family were sick with the exception of the hus- 
band and one daughter. Martha; yet in tho^c days of heavy burdens and deep 
bereavement they found an unfailing source of comfort in the Heavenly 
Father. 

In 1854 they had their first school, conducted in a log house just west of 
Honey Creek cemetery. The first teacher was James Talbott. and a term was 
taught the next spring or summer by Susannah Rales, and William Hobson 
taught the winter term of 1855. Their milling was done sixty miles away at 
Linn Grove, and the first lumber for doors and tables was brought from 
Timber creek, forty miles away. Waterloo was the market for their hogs. It 
was years after they had made their settlement before the railroad reached 
Marshalltown. which then became their trading point. 

Amid scenes such as these, William and Mary Ann Reece lived and 
reared their familv — simple, thrifty, frugal, honest. God-fearing people, who 
counted character and moral worth and intelligence a greater legacy than 
anything else they could bestow upon their children. When sickness and af- 
fliction came into the community, their hands were never too full to help 
minister; when suffering and need presented themselves, they shared what 
they had. that it might be relieved ; for the erring they had words of counsel, 



Digitized by Google 



A 22 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



for the tempted, words, of encouragement. The afflictions of life which came 
to them were borne with patience and fortitude. 

The last fourteen years of William Recce's life were spent in total blind- 
ness, yet through it all he was the same cheerful, energetic man as of yore. 
On September 23, 1895, he went peacefully to the one who said. "Come unto 
me and 1 will give you rot." his day's work well done. Thus with an af- 
fectionate farewell he passed from earthly scenes to scenes of glory, leaving 
behind the wife who had so faithfully walked by his side, sharing his joys 
and sorrow s throughout their years of wedded life. During these years of 
lonely widowhood she has manifested her faith in God by kind words and 
loving ministrations to those about her; in her faithful attendance at church 
K-rvices and Sabbath school and in prayer and in testimony in the congrega- 
tion of the people, and now. at the advanced age of ninety-five, is a living 
witness of God's power to keep those who tru^t him. Truly it may be said 
of her, "The hoary head is a crown of glory if it be found in the way of 
righteousness." 

The children of William and Mary Ann Recce were Martha, who mar- 
ried I.ycurgus Armstrong; Kcziah. who married Zimri Wilson Lundy:Elka- 
nah, whose sketch see; Mary, who died at the age of seven. - Miles, who mar- 
ried Nettie Adams, and after her death Georgia Griffith; Daniel, who died aged 
one; Sarah, who married Lindley M. Baldwin; William S.. who married 
Laura L. Fainter; Ruth, who married Franklin Pierce Lewis; Eli. who mar- 
ried Lima Birdsall ; and James Lindley. w ho was born on November 2. 1S61. 
and married, on March 24. 1887. Effie L. Clampitt. who was born on Novem- 
ber 25. i86f». To this marriage were horn two children. Russell L.. on Octo- 
ber 11. 1888, and Agnes M.. on February 13, 1899. James Lindley Reecc is a 
man who has taken his full share in all the activities of the community tn 
which he lives, and who. like all the descendants of William Reece. has lived 
a life in conformity with the teachings of that worthy man, and who highly 
esteems the memory of his father's character as the noblest heritage which he 
could receive. 

He is one of the prominent farmers of Hardin county and the proprietor 
of the Brookside stock farm, of Scotch Short Horn cattle, stocked with a 
specially fine herd of this famous breed of cattle. 

s 

ERNEST HILKER. 

This land of ours owes a debt of gratitude to the stalwart and hardy 
European races whose sons have come in large numbers, especially during 
the past half century, where there was a crying need of fearless men to assist 
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in the work of winning and developing the Western states from their primi- 
tive wildness. The people of Germany have formed a large contingent and 
have ever been most welcome owing to their willingness to give their best 
efforts to this work, being, almost without exception, industrious and law- 
abiding, willing to upbuild and support our institutions and. while holding in 
grateful remembrance the Fatherland, vet at the same time cherishing the 
Stars and Stripes. In their ranks were numbered Ernest Hilker, one of Hub- 
bard's best known business men and one of Hardin county's highly respected 
citizens. 

Mr. Hilker was born in the province of Dieppe-Detmold. Germany, in 
1854. He is the son of Christopher and Caroline Hilker. He grew to man- 
hood in a small village and engaged in farm work as a l*>y, farming and at- 
tending school during his youth, and he continued to till the soil in his native 
land until he emigrated to America in 1880, coming at once to Hardin county. 
Iowa, and bought eighty acres of wild prairie land in Grant township for 
which he paid eight dollars per acre. After working on this one year, he 
bought forty-seven acres more, then an eighty-acre tract, making him a splen- 
did farm of two hundred and seven acres. He worked hard and managed 
well and in due course of time had a good farm and a comfortable home. 
After living there about six years, lie moved to the town of Hubbard, and 
dealt in horses for about four years. About 1890 he bought out J. Ncumons 
in the general merchandise business, which he continued to conduct himself to 
the present time, enjoying an ever-increasing patronage and a satisfactory 
business, building up the same with the surrounding locality through his tact 
in keeping what the people desired and in fair and courteous dealing with 
them, consequently he has the confidence and good will of all who know him 
and is one of the leading citizens of the southern half of the county. He has 
a large, neat and convenient store and. with possibly one exception, he has 
been engaged in business in Hubbard longer than anyone else. He owns the 
building in which his up-to-date stock of goods is housed, besides a modern 
and attractive residence, also owns five farms of one hundred and sixty acres 
each. Thus he has been very successful in a business way, this. too. by his 
individual and unaided efforts, proving that he is a man of progressive ideas, 
rare ability and foresight. However, being unassuming and modest by 
nature, he does not think he has done anything out of the ordinary in the 
business world; he attributes his success, very largely, to persistent application 
and unswerving energy. He has not permitted obstacles and misfortunes, 
which confront everyone, to thwart his purpose. He is conservative, weighs 
every problem carefully and then goes forward in a prudent, cautious manner 
to the end desired. 
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Fraternally, Mr. Hilker was a member of the Knights of Pythias until 
the local lodge surrendered its charter, and he now belongs to the Modern 
Woodmen. He and his wife are faithful members and liberal supporters of 
the Zion Evangelical church at Hubbard. 

Mr. Hilker was united in marriage in 1882 with Lena Bollmeier, a native 
of the same locality in Germany from which he came. There she grew to 
maturity and was educated, emigrating to the United States about 1876. 
locating first in Wisconsin, then went to Minnesota, and from there to El- 
dora, Hardin county, Iowa, where she continued to reside until her marriage. 
She is a woman of many praiseworthy attributes of head and heart, which, 
like Mr. Hilker, render her popular with a wide circle of friends. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hilker, namely: Lillie, who 
is the wife of Charley Lightfield, of Buckeye, and they have one son, Clar- 
ence; Hugo is in the store with his father, as is also Rosa; Emma married 
Matt Wasson and lives on a farm near Lawn Hill ; Hulda is in Chicago at- 
tending an art institute ; Elsa is at home attending school. 



PROF. ALBERT F. STYLES. 

The life of the scholarly or professional man seldom exhibits any of 
those striking incidents that seize upon public feeling and attract attention to 
himself. His character is generally made up of the aggregate qualities and 
qualifications he may possess as these may be elicited by the exercise of the 
duties of his vocation or the particular profession to which he belongs. But 
when such a man has so impressed his individuality upon his fellow men as 
to gain their confidence, and through that confidence rises to important public 
trust, he at once Incomes a conspicuous figure in the body politic of the 
community. Prof. Albert F. Styles, of the Xew Providence Academy of the 
Societv of Friends, is regarded as one of the scholarly men of Hardin 
county, who. not content to hide his talents amid life's sequestered ways, has 
by the force of will and a laudable ambition forged to the front in a responsi- 
ble and exacting calling and earned an honorable reputation in one of the 
most important branches of public service. His life has been one of hard 
study and rest-arch from his youth and. since maturity, of laborious profes- 
sional duty in the several relations in which he has been placed; and the high 
position to which he has attained is evidence that the qualities he possesses 
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afford the means of distinction under a system of government in which 
places of honor and usefulness are open to all who may be found worthy of 
them. 

Professor Styles is the scion of a sterling old Hoosier family, his birth 
having occurred at Blue River. Washington county. Indiana, February 21. 
1866. He was the youngest child of Robert and Rachael Styles, the former 
being a native of England where he spent his boyhood, having emigrated to 
the United States when nineteen years of age. The family came to Iowa in 
1807 and settled on a farm near New Sharon, Mahaska county, where the 
son. Albert F., grew to manhood, and there he attended the public schools, 
then the high school of New Sharon, from which he was graduated in 1883. 
The elder Styles had also enjoyed the advantages of a liberal education and 
became a school teacher, which vocation he followed with great success for 
more than a half century, becoming known as the veteran schoolmaster of 
Imva. was widely known and highly esteemed not only for his ability as an 
instructor but also because of his strong characteristics as a man. so order- 
ing his life in all its relations with his fellows as to gain their respect and con- 
fidence. Following in the footsteps of his father, Allxrt F. Styles Look up the 
work as teacher and then entered upon his college course, making his own 
way. meanwhile obtaining valuable experience in his chosen profession. At 
Penu College. Oskaloosa. Iowa, he made an excellent record for scholarship 
and was graduated in 1892. taking his degree of Master of Arts the follow- 
ing year. He subsequently took a graduate course in the University of Chi- 
cago. Thus exceptionally well equipped for his life work. Mr. Styles returned 
to teaching and has been engaged continuously in school work, chiefly as a 
school manager, for which he seems to have been well endowed by nature as 
well as training, and he has met with a large degree of success in the several 
capacities to which he has l*-en called, lie holds a life diploma, the highest 
professional certificate granted by the state of Iowa. 

The domestic life of Professor Styles began in 1893. when he was united 
in marriage with Cora Knowlton, a lady of talent and refinement, the repre- 
sentative of an influential family. This union has been graced by one inter- 
esting child. Ellen, now sixteen years of age. 

In 1897 the family came to Hardin county, and with the exception of 
two years, from 1899 to 1901. when he was superintendent of schools at 
Ottawa. Iowa. Professor Styles has l>een principal of the New Providence 
Academy. Under his management the institution has been unusually pros- 
perous, and while designed especially to fill a local need it has never had 
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students from less than three or four counties. He came to this institution 
under a contract by which he furnished the capital to erect a new building, 
the result being a substantial, modern and attractive structure well adapted 
to school purposes. 

Professor Styles is a man of some property, having flnnacial interests in 
several places, and he is thoroughly public-spirited. He has given freely of 
his time and money for the building of churches and in furthering any laud- 
able movement looking to the general good. He assisted in organizing the 
first bank in New Providence and became its president, his able management 
and wise counsel rendering it at once popular with the people who regard it 
as one of the safe, sound and conservative institutions of its kind in central 
Iowa. Mr. Styles has taken stock in an association organized to erect a busi- 
ness block in the thriving town of New Providence and is one of the pro- 
moters. He has also been one of the promoters of the lecture course for 3 
dozen years. He stands, thus, for whatever is good for the community, 
morally, financially and every other way. He is actively interested in poli- 
tics, and is a loyal supporter of the Republican party, but maintains that we 
should not try to live on a dead past, but rather adapt our policies to the need 
of the hour, and he keeps widely and favorably informed on the leading 
questions and issues of the day with the courage of his convictions when it 
becomes necessary for him to express them. Although something of a party 
leader and an aggressive worker, he does not permit political affairs to inter- 
fere with his duties as head of the academy, being first of all a school man 
and making every other consideration subordinate to his interests as such. 
He is in the very prime of vigorous physical and mental powers and in pos- 
sessing genial manners, superior scholarship, which with his years of prac- 
tical experience from country school to city principalship, it is eminently 
proper to bespeak for him a future of still greater efficiency and distinguished 
service in his chosen field of endeavor. 



STATE BANK OF HUBBARD. 

The State Bank of Hubbard, of which D. E. Byam. one of the best 
known financiers of this locality, is president, is universally considered one 
of the soundest and safest in>titutions of its kind in this part of the state, and 
its prestige and popularity have increased from year to year until today ll 
plays a very important part in the financial and business circles of this and 
adjoining counties. It was organized on May 7. 1891. with the following 
officers: J. H. Bales, president: J. H. Wintermute. vice-president; J. K. Mil- 
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ner, cashier. The capital stock was then twenty-five thousand dollars. It is 
now fifty thousand dollars, having been increased to this amount on June 13, 
1892. 

The first bank of Hubbard was established by J. Q. Ilutton, of Belle 
Plain. Iowa, in i88r. lie soon sold out to S. S. Sweet. W. P. Thompson and 
E. G. Swem in less than a year. They operated it about three years, then 
Mr. Thompson sold his share to C. O. Byam, who, three years later, bought 
out the other two partners, and he continued to run it until his death. When 
operated as a private bank the partners each put seven thousand dollars in it, 
and drew no dividends or interest, permitting their profits to accumulate until 
they sold out. 

For a more complete history of this thriving and popular institution, the 
reader is directed to the chapter on "Banks and Banking," appearing in the 
historical section of this work, also to the biography of D. E. Byam. 



SIMON B. STOXEROOK. 

Simon B. Stonerook, well known editor of the Ioiva Falls Sentinel, is 
known as a man of high attainments and practical ability, and as one who 
has achieved success in his profession because he has worked for it persistent- 
ly and in channels of honest endeavor. His prestige as a journalist stands in 
evidence of his ability and likewise serves as a voucher for intrinsic worth of 
character. He has used his intellect to the best purpose, has directed his ener- 
gies along legitimate courses, and his career has been based upon the wise 
assumption that nothing save industry, sturdy integrity and fidelity to duty 
will lead to success. 

Mr. Stonerook was born near Martinsburg, Pennsylvania, October 14, 
1868. the son of Henry and Mary (Burket) Stonerook, and he is the grandson 
of Christopher and Nancy Stonerook, a sturdy old pioneer family of Blair 
county, Pennsylvania. 

The boyhood days of Mr. Stonerook were spent on a farm. He at- 
tended a classical institute at Woodbury. Pennsylvania, then came to Iowa 
expressly to attend the State Teachers College of Iowa at Cedar Falls, from 
which he was graduated in 1891, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
Soon afterwards, while on a visit to a relative, he was offered the superin- 
tendency of schools at New London, Iowa, and after inquiring about the 
moral status of the place and its attitude toward saloons, etc., he accepted the 
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offer, although it had been his intention all along to return East when his 
college course was finished. He remained in charge of the schools at New 
London seven years, then resigned in 1897 to accept a more lucrative position 
as superintendent of the seminary at Springdale, Iowa. After four years of 
successful work there, he abandoned teaching, seeing that it was not suffi- 
ciently promising to follow for a life work, although he was rapidly becoming 
known as one of the leading educators of this section of the state, hi the 
spring of 1900 he was employed by E. li. Taylor as assistant editor and busi- 
ness manager of the Truer Star-Clipper, one of the best country weeklies in 
America. The valuable training he received under Mr. Taylor has been ot 
especial value in the achievement of his present success. In August. 1901. he 
purchased the Iozea Falls Sentinel, one of the oldest and best known weeklies 
in the state, published at Iowa Falls, and in less than two years he almost 
trebled the earning capacity of the office and has had a remarkably successful 
career ever since. The Sentinel was changed at once from a seven-column 
(juarto. with four page home print, to a six-column quarto, with eight to 
twelve pages of home print, and a Chicago newspaper union supplement of 
four pages. The mechanical appearance of the paper is now all that could be 
desired, new type and various kinds of new machinery having been added 
from time to time, until every department is exceptionally well equipped. It 
has been said of the job work turned out that customers, readily perceiving: 
the high grade of the finished product, frequently exclaim: "That job came 
from the Sentinel." Mr. Stonerook did not depend on premium offers and 
other schemes to boost circulation, but built up his paper along legitimate and 
modern lines, secured a good, live corps of correspondents, thoroughly com- 
petent help in his office and made an effort to give his readers the latest, best 
and crispest news of the day. and his editorial page shows the work of a man 
of education and a wide knowledge of current questions ami experience in 
dealing with the problems of the day. of vital import to the human race. Me 
has traveled extensively, not only in his own country, but also in Mexico, 
Canada and Alaska, and. being a keen observer, with both perceptive and re- 
flective faculties well developed, he has gained a vast fund of knowledge first- 
handed and has written numerous versatile, entertaining and instructive arti- 
cles for weeklies, dailies and magazines. He also wrote a book of much merit, 
entitled "A Summer in Yellowstone National Park."' His trip to Alaska was 
a notable one of five thousand miles, with a large company of editors, on a 
vessel chartered solely for them; they were entertained in the best of style 
and gathered material of much value for many articles. While teaching he 
was sometimes induced to lecture on his travels, but of late years he lias 
not taken sufficient time from his travels to do so. 



Digitized by Goog e 



HARDIN 1 COUNTY, IOWA. 



429 



Politically, Mr. Stonerook is a Republican, and while he has ever been 
loyal in support of its principles and his paper is a strong' advocate of the 
progressive wing of the party, he has never sought public office. He is a 
member of the Modern Woodmen, the Masons and the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle. 

On November 28, 1901, Mr. Stonerook was united in marriage with Inn 
Sprole, a lady of many estimable attributes; she lived at Traer. Iowa, and is 
the daughter of William and Margaret (Watt) Sprole. an excellent family 
of that place. This union has been graced by the birth of two children, Wil- 
liam Homer, born May 26, 1905, and Margaret Lucile. born March 30, 1909. 



FRANK Z. WHINERY. 

A leading merchant and influential citizen of Union, Hardin county. 
Iowa, is F. Z. Whinery, a man who has gained a definite success in life be- 
cause he has worked for it along definite lines and has pursued such ideals 
and principles as to lead to the best goals in the annals of human endeavor. 
He was born on February 27, 1858, in Clinton county. Iowa, and is the son of 
Benjamin Whinery, a native of Columbiana county, Ohio, who was born on 
November 3, 1825, and he was the son of Zimri and Judith (Wright) Whin- 
ery, both of Columbiana county, Ohio, where Mr. Whinery was a large and 
successful farmer and an influential man in the early days. The maiden name 
of the mother of the subject was Ruth Linton, who was born on April 23. 
1827. Benjamin Whinery was educated in the public schools of his native 
community in Ohio and for some time engaged successfully in merchandising 
at Wilmington and he also conducted a large farm. He emigrated west and 
located in Marshall county, Iowa, in 1865. He lived in Marshalltown one 
year, then moved to a farm at Bangor, Iowa, where he resided until 1873. 
when he came to Union. Hardin county. He was engaged in the mercantile 
business about ten years under the firm name of B. Whinery & Son. He was 
successful in building up a large trade and he sold out in 1885. when he re- 
tired from active business and spent the last two years of his life at Marshall- 
town. Iowa, where his death occurred on April 4. 1900, his wife having pre- 
ceded him in death on December 30, 1891. Politically he was a Republican 
and in religious matters a Quaker. He was regarded as a good and useful 
man by all who knew him. 

The following children were born to Zimri Whinery and wife: Edward, 
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Elizabeth, James, Benjamin, Ezra. Abigail ; Samuel is living at Marshalltown, 
Iowa; Sarah Jane makes her home at Bangor, Iowa; Isabelle. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Whinery these children were born: Calvin, 
who was in business at l'nion. this county, for a number of years, is now a 
resident of Ozark. Missouri, where he is in the mining business; Rachael. 
Jane, deceased, married first S. O. Kinzcr, and later C. A. Billings, and lived 
at Marshalltown. Iowa; Edwin died when two years of age; Frank Z.. of this 
review ; James L., who practiced dentistry at Marshalltown, Iowa, died in 
1907; Samuel (i. died when ten years of age. 

Frank Z. Whinery was "educated in the home schools and took a busi- 
ness course at l)es Moines, also attended school at Iowa City, and therefore 
received a very liberal education. In 1895 he entered the store with his 
brother. Calvin, at l'nion. buying the latter's interest nine years later and has 
since been in business alone. In 1898 he w as burned out. but, nothing daunted, 
he started up again on a larger scale, building his present substantial and at- 
tractive store room the same year. It is a two-story brick, forty-eight by utic 
hundred feet. He has one of the best stocked general stores in Hardin county, 
his goods being tastily arranged and carefully selected and he has built up an 
excellent trade with the people of the entire southeastern part of the county 
and surrounding territory. His uniform courtesy and fair dealing has given 
him a prestige second to none. 

Mr. Whinery has been twice married, first on March 13. 1883. to Jennie 
A. Hobbs. of l'nion. Iowa, a daughter of Hon. Alexander Hobbs, of Morton, 
Kansas. Two children were born of this first union, Reba. a teacher in .Mar- 
shalltown. Iowa, and ('.ail. who is living at home. Mr. Whinery was again 
married on September 19. 1900, to Mary II. Hobbs. a sister of his first wife, 
and to this union three children have been born, George L.. Jean and James C 

Fraternally, Mr. Whinery is a Mason, belonging to Alhambra Lodge No. 
602. at l'nion, Iowa; he also holds membership with the Knights of Pythias 
and the Modern Woodmen of America at Union, and he affiliates with the 
Congregational church at this place, being a liberal supporter of the same. He 
has been very successful as a business man and has done much for the general 
good of L'nion and vicinity, and he is held in high regard by all classes. 



DAN E. BVAM. 



It is always pleasant and profitable to contemplate the career of a man 
who has made a success of life and won the honor and respect of his fellow 
citizens. Such is the record, briefly stated, of Dan E. Byam, one of Hub- 
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bard's most progressive business men, than whom a more representative, gen- 
ial and popular gentleman it would be difficult co find within the limits of 
Hardin county, where he has long maintained his home and whose interests 
he has ever had at heart, for in all the relations of life he has proved true to 
every trust reposed in him and no citizen of this locality is worthier of the 
high esteem which they enjoy than Mr. Byam. He was born in Jones county, 
Iowa, April 29, 1862, and he is the son of Cheney O. and Elizabeth A. 
(Starry) Byam. The paternal grandfather, Jesse Gay ton Byam. was a native 
of Wales. The father of the subject was born in Crown Point, New York, 
on Lake Champlain, in Essex county ; his mother, who was known in her 
maidenhood as Betsey L. Swinton, came from Scotland, it is supposed. Eliza- 
beth A. Starry was born in Jones county, Iowa, in 1841, where her parents 
had located in a very early day, when the country was wild and unsettled, 
Jones county being practically a wilderness, they having made the long over- 
land journey from Pennsylvania. 

The father, Cheney O. Byam, came to Iowa about 1854 or 1855 and set- 
tled in Jones county. In the spring of 1868 he brought his family to Benton 
county, this state, and bought a farm there, and on this Dan E., the subject, 
grew to maturity, remaining at home until he was twenty-two years of age. 
After attending the public schools he took a course in Blairstown Academy. 
In 1884 he came to Hubbard, Hardin county, and took a place as bookkeeper 
in the private bank of Eli G. Swem, in which his father purchased an interest. 
There he had strict and valuable training, for Mr. Swem was very exacting 
and particular as to his books being kept just right. After continuing in this 
position three years, Cheney O. Byam bought out the interest of his partner, 
becoming president of the bank and installing his son, the subject, as cashier, 
the latter being in practical control of the institution and managed the same 
for his father in a manner that reflected much credit upon himself and to the 
satisfaction of the patrons of the bank and all concerned, proving himself to 
be an able, alert, conscientious and progressive business man. He continued 
in this position until June, 1892, when this institution, which had been known 
as the Bank of Hubbard, was consolidated with the Hubbard State Bank and 
Mr. Byam was elected cashier of the same, which position he held with his 
tiMi.tl success ami popularity until January, 1908, at which time he was elected 
president of the bank, the duties of which he has continued to discharge with 
faithfulness and according to the most modern and approved banking meth- 
ods, the large and rapidly growing success and popularity of this sound, safe 
and conservative institution being due in no small measure to his able man- 
agement. 
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Cheney Byam, who moved to Hubbard early in 1890 or 1891, died in 
September, 1891. lie was a man of fine business qualities and exemplar)' 
character, and he was highly respected by all with whom he came into contact. 

Besides his banking interests, Dan E. Byam has for years dealt in farm 
land and live stock, dealing in North Dakota lands for the past ten years with 
great success in a financial way, and he is now the owner of twenty-five hun- 
dred acres there. At one time he owned over six thousand acres in partner- 
ship with A. M. Drake, formerly of Radcliffe. now living in Minnesota. 

Politically, Mr. Byam is a Republican and has long taken an abiding in- 
terest in local affairs, and has generally held some office at Hubbard, being 
school treasurer at present, though he is not an active aspirant for political 
positions. He always supports any measure looking to the development of his 
community in any way. Fraternally, he is a member of the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows, and was a member of the local lodge of Knights of 
Pythias until they surrendered their charter. He and his wife belong to the 
Methodist church and are liberal supporters of the same. 

On June 8, 1887, Mr. Byam was united in marriage with Kitty Kerr, a 
lady of culture and refinement, the daughter of Joseph A. and Rebecca (Sei- 
bert) Kerr, an excellent and worthy old family. She was born at Ridott. 
Stephenson county, Illinois, and came to Hubbard, Hardin county, Iowa, in 
1883, her father having bought a farm within the corporate limits of Hub- 
bard. He lived here until in March, 1887, then moved to Ames, this state. 
He now lives in Oregon, his wife being deceased. Three children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Byam, namely : L. Vera, who married Glen B. Whit- 
nev. lives in Hubbard; Cheney A. and Dannie E. are the younger members of 
the family. 

Personally, Mr. Byam is a pleasant gentleman to meet, being a genial, 
obliging, optimistic and well informed man, who has long been regarded as a 
leader in this community. 



JOSEPH WALLACE. 

The life of the eminent and successful business man. though filled to re- 
pletion with activity and incident, presents fewer salient features to excite the 
interest of the general reader than the man whose place in the public eye ^ 
been won through the glamour and display of military achievement. But tf> 
acquire distinction or great prosperity in the business pursuits which give to 
the country its financial strength and credit requires ability <>f as high if not 
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higher order than that which leads to victory on the field of battle. This w ill 
be readily appreciated by all who tread the busy thoroughfares of trade. 
Ordinarily merit may attain a respectable position and enjoy a moderate com- 
petence, but to spring from the common walks of life to a place of credit 
and power can only be the fortune of the rarely gifted. Eminent business 
talent is composed of a combination of high mental and moral attributes. It 
is not simply energy and industry: there must be sound judgment, breadth of 
capacity, rapidity of thought, justice and firmness, the foresight to perceive 
the course of the drifting tides of business and the will and ability to control 
them, and, withal, a collection of minor but important qualities to regulate the 
details of the pursuits which engage attention. Joseph Wallace, one of the 
leading citizens of central Iowa, affords an exemplification of the talent set 
forth above, if not in its highest development, yet an extraordinary character, 
and he has achieved a reputation which places him among the first of this sec- 
tion's business and public men. 

Mr. Wallace, who maintains his home at Eldora, Hardin county, is one 
of that large and worthy class of citizens from the fair Emerald Isle, who 
have come to our new republic and helped so materially to develop it. his 
birth having occurred in county Tyrone. Ireland, on January 2". 1854. his 
forefathers having recently come there from Scotland, he l>eing the son of 
John and Eleanor (Graham) Wallace. In 1862 the family came to America 
and settled on a farm in Marshall county. Iowa, and it was here that the son 
Joseph grew to maturity and attended the public school and the Albion Semin- 
ary. He was compelled to spend most of each year working on the home 
place, but being ambitious to succeed and naturally an insatiable student, he 
prepared himself for a teacher at the age of twenty, and two years later he 
became principal of the public school in Union. Hardin county. After two 
years of faithful service he was elected to a better position, that of superin- 
tendent of the city schools of Waseca. Minnesota. In order to advance in 
the teaching profession and to gratify his ambitions to become highly educated, 
he remained a very close student during his school work. Although having 
made a start in this vocation that seemed to mark him as one of the leading 
educators of the middle west in future years. Mr. Wallace, after he had been 
at Waseca a year, decided to abandon the school room and turn his attention 
to the business world, so in 1879 he began dealing in stock and buying land 
in Hardin county. He soon had a good start in this line, which he has con- 
tinued to the present time, with an unusual degree of success attending his 
efforts. He is regarded as one of the best judges of live stock of all kind-, in 
this part of the state, and he has pcrsistentlv followed a systematic, conservative 
(28) 
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and honorable course which has led to the desired goal. Besides large ranch 
interests in the West, he conducted a large feeding farm near St. Paul, and 
also his fine farm of eight hundred and eighty acres in 1 Hardin county. He 
has fattened cattle and sent them to market by the train loads and in this way 
has accumulated a handsome fortune. His residence in Eldora is one of the 
finest, most modern and attractive in this and surrounding cities. It is pre- 
sided over with rare grace and dignity by a lady of many estimable attributes, 
known in her maidenhood as Florence C. Doty, whom Mr. Wallace married 
on September 1 1, 1878. She is the representative of a fine old English family, 
the daughter of David and Esther (Canfield) Doty, her birth occurring at 
Ingersol, Canada. This union has been graced by the birth of two children: 
Mabel Canfield Wallace, born in 1879, married Wendel Huston, an attorney 
of Blandinsville, Illinois; he practiced law in Chicago six years, and he is now- 
living in Carrington. North Dakota. The other child, Bruce Graham Wal- 
lace, who was born in 1885. is now a partner and interested with his father 
in the real estate and live stock business in Iowa, Minnesota and the Dakotas. 
The daughter was graduated from Cornell College in the collegiate and ora- 
torical classes in 1900, and afterwards traveled in Europe. She is a lady of 
talent and culture, and her brother gives promise of a successful man of 
affairs. Mr. Wallace has been a liberal contributor to the above educational 
institution. Joseph Wallace at one time owned ten sections of land, six in one 
body near Carrington. North Dakota, where he still has extensive interests. 

Mr. Wallace has long been a very potential factor in political circles and 
has wielded a wide influence for the general good of the people and the 
Republican party. For six years he was a member of the board of super- 
visors of Hardin county and during that period the new court house was built 
in Eldora. In 1807 ll,s P art > f nominated him as senator from the district 
composed of Hardin. Wright and Hamilton counties, and while in the Legis- 
lature he made a very commendable and satisfactory record, making his in- 
fluence felt for the good of his constituents and the state in general and be- 
came popular throughout the state through his commendable course. His 
rare business judgment was of much benefit to the Senate and his counsel was 
often sought in important political matters and various policies. Following 
his own convictions and accurately voicing the sentiments of the people, he 
did many things that stamped him as a public servant of exceptional ability and 
foresight, one of the most notable being the passage through the Senate of 
what was known as the five-mile-limit bill in the session of 1900. This bill 
prohibited the existence of saloons within five miles of anv state institutions 
The general public was of the opinion that the bill would not pass the Senate, 
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but it was done through the influence of Senator Wallace. Many specific 
items could be recited to indicate that his four years' service in this important 
body were replete with honor and success and duty ably and conscientiously 
performed, his record being without the suspicion of evil or the shadow of 
wrong, being ever characterized by lofty purpose, proper ideals and progress- 
ive ideas. A criterion of his popularity is seen from the fact that every time 
he has been a candidate for office he has had but little opposition and has run 
ahead of his ticket. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
the Senator having been superintendent of Sunday schools for a period of 
fifteen years and he has been a steward in the church for about thirty-two 
years, giving much of his talents, time and means to the furtherance of relig- 
ious work as well as educational and other lines in this locality, whose every 
interest he has always had at heart and which he has sought to promulgate 
whenever occasion presented itself. Personally he is a most courteous and 
pleasant gentleman to know, obliging, generous, plain and unassuming, a 
man who has kept well abreast of the times, politically and materially as well 
as in the world of science and literature. He is cosmopolitan in his tastes, a 
man of the people in all that the term implies, proud of his distinction as a 
citizen of a state and nation for whose laws and institutions he has the most 
profound admiration and respect, while his strong mentality, ripe judgment 
and unimpeachable integrity demonstrate to the satisfaction of all his ability 
to fill honorably important official positions and to discharge worthily the duties 
of high trusts. His position in the business, civic and social circles of the 
country is firmly established, and he stands today among the leaders of 
thought and moulders of public opinion in a locality prolific of talent and 
power. 



EDWARD H. LUXDY. 

n 

Through struggle to triumph seems to be the maxim which holds sway 
for the majority of our citizens, and. though it is undoubtedly true that many 
fall exhausted in the conflict, a few , by their inherent force of character and 
strong mentality, rise above their environment and all which seems to hinder 
them, until they reach the plane of affluence toward which their face was set 
through the long years of struggle that must necessarily precede any accom- 
plishment of great magnitude. Such has been the history of Edward H. 
Lundy, of Eldora, one of the leaders of the Hardin county bar and one of our 
most progressive and public-spirited citizens. 
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Mr. Lundy was born near Union, this county, on July 3, 1871, the son 
of E. W. and H. L. (Morlan) Lundy, natives of Ohio, and one of the in- 
fluential and honored pioneer families of Hardin county, Iowa, the father 
having come overland and settled here in 1856. He developed an excellent 
farm from the wild prairie near Union and he has lived in that community 
ever since, becoming well established and well known as a leading agricultur- 
ist and stock man. The Morlan family also came in an early day and settled 
at Marrietta, Marshall county, Iowa, and established a good home there. Four 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. E. \Y. Lundy, namely: Mrs. Lela Cromer, 
of Anamosa, Iowa, is the wife of K. A. Cromer, who has charge of the edu- 
cational department of the Anamosa State Reformatory; John C. is fanning 
near Union, Hardin county ; Bessie married L. E. Butler, who has charge of 
the electric railway lines at Evansville, Indiana; Edward H„ of this review, 
is the oldest of the children. 

Mr. Lundy was reared on the home farm, where he early learned the 
lessons of thrift and frugality and built up a robust constitution which has 
served him well in later life. He received his preliminary education in the 
Union high school, from which he was graduated in 1886. He then attended 
Albion Seminary, during its flourishing days, finishing the course there. He 
taught school very acceptably for two years, and while he found the work en- 
tirely to his liking he determined to cast his lot with the legal profession, com- 
ing to Eldora on June 2, 1893. and took up the study of law with Judge All- 
brook. He was admitted to the bar in May, 1894, and has been in the prac- 
tice here ever since, enjoying a large and ever growing clientele, and he has 
for some time figured prominently in the local courts, where he is regarded as 
a master of legal science in all its ramifications. The common law, the stat- 
utes of Iowa, the history, progress and growth of jurisprudence, as well as 
the higher and more abstruse principles of equity, all seem to be completely 
at his command. He is ever painstaking, vigilant and persistent and in the 
trial of cases he is logical, forceful and masterful. He has ever taken an 
abiding interest in public affairs and the general progress and good of his 
countv, and is a loyal supporter of the Republican party. In 1895 he was 
elected county attorney and served two terms in a manner that reflected much 
credit upon himself and to the general satisfaction of the people, irrespective 
of party ties. He was in partnership with Judge Allbrook from July 1, 1894- 
to October 5. 1909. He is now associated with George \V. Wood under the 
firm name of Lundy & Wood, Mr. Allbrook having been elevated to the 
bench. Mr. Lundy has been engaged in much of the important litigation 
the county. He was one of the attorneys for the state in the Blydenburg 
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trial, also in the Winter trial, both murder cases. He also tried the case of 
Elzy vs. the Des Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern Railroad, one of the most 
important cases ever held here, judgment having l>ecn given for over forty 
thousand dollars. In the line of litigation his services have l>een on the side 
of the people rather than corporate interests. 

Mr. Lundy is the original organizer of the Co-Operative Gas & Electric 
Light System in Eldora, a corporation with a capital stock of sixty thousand 
dollars, being on a purely co-operative basis, operating a gas and electric light 
system, Mr. Lundy being president of the company, and the pronounced suc- 
cess of this, one of the most beneficial enterprises Eldora has ever known, has 
been due for the most part to the wise counsel and judicious management of 
Mr. Lundy, who has proven himself to be a business man of rare discernment 
and keen acumen, always looking to the interests of the community in gen- 
eral while advancing his own. He has an elegant suite of offices, equipped 
with a carefully selected, modern and extensive law library, over the Hardin 
County National Bank. 

The domestic life of Mr. Lundy began on August 14, 1895, when he 
was united in marriage with Lula M. Rew, a lady of talent and refinement, 
the daughter of Joseph and Betsy Rew, both now deceased. Mrs. Lundy was 
born at Wautoma, Wisconsin, May 15, 1871, and she came to Eldora with 
her parents when five or six years old. This union has been graced by the 
birth of two children, namely: Lyman R., born July 7, 1896, and Lee L., 
born September 12, 1903. 

Fraternally. Mr. Lundy is a Mason, belonging to the chapter at Eldora 
and the Knights Templar at Iowa Falls; he also belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias. Personally, he is a very pleasant gentleman, genial, obliging, unas- 
suming, honest and straightforward in all the relations of life, enjoying the 
confidence, good will and esteem of all classes. 

«—"•———— 

BOYD R. BRYSON. 

0 

The character of a community is determined in a large measure by the 
lives of a comparatively few of its members. If its moral and intellectual 
status be good, if in a social way it is a pleasant place in which to reside, if 
its reputation for the integrity of its citizens has extended into other locali- 
ties, it will be found that the standard set by the leading men have been high 
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and their influence such as to mould their characters and shape the lives of 
those with whom they mingle. In placing Boyd R. Bryson, the present popu- 
lar and efficient mayor of Iowa Falls, Hardin county, in the front rank of 
such men, justice is rendered a biographical fact recognized throughout this 
locality by those at all familiar with his history. 

Mr. Bryson has preferred to spend his life in his home community rather 
than seek uncertain fortune elsewhere, having had the wisdom in his youth 
to foresee the future greatness of this favored locality. He was born at Ack- 
ley, in the extreme northeast corner of the county, on September 29, 1877, 
the son of Alexander M. and Cartha H. (Allen) Bryson, the father born in 
Connecticut, the son of James Bryson and wife, who emigrated from Scotland 
about 1840 and settled in that state, becoming engaged extensively in the 
manufacture of woolen goods. The family came west about 1848 and located 
in Allamakee county, Iowa, where they took up government land. There were 
over seventy Indian tepees on the farm when they came; this was along Paint 
creek, so named because of the paintings made upon the rocks by the Indians. 
There the old folks spent the rest of their lives and there the father of the 
subject grew to manhood. He received an excellent education in the public 
schools and Upper Iowa University and while in school there he met Cartha 
H. Allen, whom he afterwards married. Her parents were missionaries to the 
Indians in the Indian territory and her father, Samuel Allen, died in that 
country. Ethan Allen, the noted patriot, was descended from the same family- 
tree. 

The father of the subject attended a business college in the East and 
also the Iowa State University, in addition to the schooling mentioned above, 
and finally studied law. located at Ackley, Hardin county, and became one of 
the leading lawyers of this section of the state. He had started in life as a 
merchant, but did not follow that line of endeavor long. He was in school 
when the Civil war began and he enlisted with a number of classmates in the 
Twenty-seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry and was wounded during the ser- 
vice. After he returned home he resumed his studies. He continued practice 
at Ackley until 1892. when he moved to Iowa Falls, where he remained until 
his death, in November. 1899. 

Boyd R. Bryson lived at Ackley until he was sixteen years of age. then 
moved with the family to Iowa Falls. He attended the high school at Ackley 
and was in his senior year when he came to Iowa Falls. Here he attended 
Ellsworth College, from which he was graduated in the science department 
in June, 1896. Deciding upon the law as his life work, he attended the law- 
department of Drake University at Des Moines in 1897 and 1898 and was 
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admitted to the bar in January, 1899. Returning to Iowa Falls, he began 
practicing with his father, with whom he continued until the latter's death. A 
month later he was joined in the practice with his brother, Cassius A. Bryson, 
who had just finished school at Des Moines, and they have remained in prac- 
tice here ever since under the firm name of Bryson & Bryson, which firm has 
figured very prominently in all the important legal work of this locality and 
is enjoying a large and ever increasing clientele. 

Boyd R. Bryson is a close student of all that pertains to the legal pro- 
fession and he is painstaking and ever vigilant of the interests of his client. 
For three terms he filled the office of justice of the peace in a most able and 
satisfactory manner. In 1906 he became a candidate for nomination for mayor 
of Iowa Falls against J. H. Funk, ex-speaker of the house in the Legislature. 
Mr. Bryson was not active himself in seeking election, but his friends in- 
sisted on his making the race, and he was nominated by an overwhelming ma- 
jority and elected almost unanimously on a citizens' ticket. He has dis- 
charged the duties of the office in a manner that reflects much credit upon him- 
self and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned, having done much to 
improve the city along all lines and handling its affairs in a straightforward, 
business-like manner. 

The domestic life of Mr. Bryson began in September, 1897, when he mar- 
ried Alma C. Collins, who was then residing in Iowa Falls. She is a lady of 
refinement and is the representative of an excellent old family of this county, 
being the daughter of Eugene C. and Alice E. Collins. This union has been 
graced by the birth of a daughter, Muriel A. Bryson. 

Fraternally, Mr. Bryson belongs to the Knights of Pythias at Iowa Falls, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge No. 302, at Webster 
City, Iowa, having filled all the chairs of the former and he was a member of 
the grand lodge. His every-day life among his fellow men has been such as 
to gain their confidence, good will and respect and he is one of the leading 
citizens of his city and county. The Bryson family has been one of the most 
influential in the affairs of Hardin county since its earliest history. 

t 



FRED C. BOEKE. 

Although the character of the immigrants that come to America today 
seems to be changing, yet there is not a single doubt but that in years past some 
of the most sturdy, energetic and progressive people living upon our soil were 
the ones that came to us from foreign lands. They have brought to us not 
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only the spirit of thrift and endurance, but have contributed to the loyal 
American spirit to a degree which can hardly be over estimated. Among the 
many worthy of mention in this connection we refer to Fred C. Boeke, popular 
and successful plumber and heating specialist at Hubbard, Hardin county. 
He was born in Asendorf, Lippe-Detmold, Germany, January 15. 1869, and 
he is the son of Herman Boeke, who emigrated to America in 188 1 and first 
settled in Grant township. Hardin county, Iowa. He devoted his life to 
farming and became very well established in the new world. He was born 
in 1837 and his death occurred in this county in 1889, at the age of fifty-two 
years. His widow is still living, being now seventy-three years of age. 

The son. Fred C. Boeke, of this review, was reared on the home farm, 
he being one of a family of five children, namely: Minnie, who married Ed- 
ward Lehmeycr, died December 29. 1909. leaving nine children; Simon H. 
lives in Hubbard ; Matilda is the wife of Simon Brand and they live near Hub- 
bard; August C. is engaged in the hardware business in Melvin, Iowa; Gustav 
is living on the old homestead. 

Fred C. Boeke was united in marriage with Caroline Hoelscher, whose 
death occurred on February 17. 1905, at the age of thirty-five years, leaving 
the following children: Alice M., Agnes H., Eugene C, Herman F. and 
Calvin H. 

Mr. Boeke resides in Hubbard where he has a pleasant home, and is 
employed in the heating and plumbing business, at which he has worked for 
twenty years. 

Politically he is a Democrat and in fraternal matters he belongs to the 
Masons and the Woodmen. Pie is a member of the Zion Evangelical church. 

Personally, Mr. Boeke is a very pleasant gentleman, generous, friendly 
and obliging, taking the interest of a good citizen in the affairs of his town- 
ship and county. 



ALFRED C. HARRIS. 

Prominently identified with the town of Eldora is Mr. Harris, who was 
for many years its postmaster and has spent the greater portion of his lite 
in its vicinity, and who is known as a man whose devotion to the good of the 
community is very great. Efficiently he has served his country, in her armies 
in time of war. in her civil service in times of peace, and never has his loyalty 
been questioned, for he is recognized as one always faithful to a trust. 
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Alfred C. Harris was born in Lemington, Vermont, on February 18. 
1845. In July, 1861, he enlisted in Company F, Third Vermont Infantry, and 
later re-enlisted in the same regiment, serving four years or until the close 
of the war. He was promoted from the ranks to be first sergeant, and at the 
battle of Petersburg had command of his company, as the captain was seized 
with an attack of cowardice in the thick of the battle and left his men, Sergeant 
Harris leading them throughout the remainder of the battle, in which they 
suffered heavy loss. The captain never came back to the company, but re- 
signed. During the Wilderness battles Mr. Harris received a musket ball in 
his right shoulder, but did not even go to the hospital, returning to the ranks 
and following the army until he was able again to take his place in the com- 
pany. He took part also in the battles of Gettysburg. Antietam and Fred- 
ericksburg, and was with Grant at Appomattox. After Appomattox his corps 
was sent to North Carolina to meet Johnson and Sherman. They marched 
back to Nashville, and some weeks later took part in the Grand Review at 
Washington, and in a special review for this, the Sixth Corps, then under 
General Wright. In September, 1865, he was discharged, and returned to 
Vermont, working in the lumber camps during the winter. 

In 1866 Alfred Harris went to Detroit, Michigan, and later to Grand 
Haven and to Milwaukee, at which latter place he met a friend who secured 
for him a place as a brakeman on a freight train. But the night was stormy 
and he jumped the job, this being the extent of his railroading. He went to 
Prairie du Sac, and worked two years, then ran a meat market there for two 
years. In 1869 he came to Eldora. Iowa, in company with one who had 
bought land there. He bought horses and drove through. He sold his team 
and, though he could buy land at eight or ten dollars per acre, preferred to 
work in a grocery three or four years. Then he rented a building and en- 
gaged in the operation of a restaurant. Meantime he had been married, on 
April 6, 1870, to Caroline Bernard, who had come to Eldora in the spring of 
1869 and was living with an aunt. For six years he followed the restaurant 
business, with success, clearing ten thousand dollars in that time. Then he 
bought the building, which he still owns, and converted it into a grocery 
store, which he kept for fourteen years, also with success. 

In 1899, at the solicitation of friends, Mr. Harris became postmaster and 
held the office until February 15, 1910, having given the office personal at- 
tention during that time. He, in company with Charles Stauffer and Harry 
Hammond, erected the building for a postofhee, and he fitted it up as it 
now stands. During his term the office was changed from a third to a sec- 
ond-class office, bringing to its holder a salary of one thousand eight hundred 
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dollars to two thousand one hundred dollars. Mr. Harris took steps to cover 
the county with rural free delivery routes, of which there were but two when 
he went into office in the county, as compared with forty-two now, seven of 
which start from Eldora, and his influence had much to do with the establish- 
ment of the various routes in the county. His old building is now occupied 
by a restaurant. Mr. Harris is a stockholder in the First National Bank. 
He is now retired and is living in a handsome home which he built some ft f teen- 
years ago. Mrs. Harris died on February 8. 1908, after thirty-eight years of 
happy married life. She was the mother of one child, Addison Arthur, now 
a dentist at Brookings, South Dakota, who took courses at Michigan Uni- 
versity and Iowa State University. 

Alfred C. Harris has been active in the affairs of the Republican party, 
and has been a delegate to state conventions and a member of committees. 
He was a member of the town council for over thirteen years. He was a 
charter member of E. C. Buckner Post of the Grand Army, was several times 
commander, and has attended several national encampments. He is a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen, and was a charter member of the Eldora lodge 
of Knights of Pythias, of which he has been chancellor commander and 
which he has represented in the grand lodge. Mr. Harris is one of the in- 
fluential and substantial citizens of the town of Eldora, whose abilities and 
worth are such as to command the esteem of all who know him. 



EUGENE O. KOENEMAN, M. D. 

• 

Hardin county has been fortunate in the high grade of her professional 
men. Especially is this true of the medical fraternity, and of this class the 
name of Dr. Eugene O. Koeneman, of Eldora, is deserving of special mention, 
he being one of those strong, self-reliant and determined characters who are 
occasionally met with and who are of such a distinct type as to seem to be 
born leaders of their fellow men. Not that Doctor Koeneman courts that 
distinction, for he is entirely unassuming, but his record proves that he is the 
possessor of such traits and attributes as to insure success in any walk of life 
and the medical profession has been fortunate in securing him. 

Doctor Koeneman was born in St. Louis. Missouri. August 13. 1S70, 
and he is the son of W. E. and Helen (Gucnther) Koeneman. When he was 
about ten years of age the family moved to State Center. Marshall county, 
Iowa, where they lived four years, then moved to Odebolt, Sac county, and in 
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1889 came on to Hubbard, Hardin county. After receiving a good education 
in the public schools, the subject began life for himself by clerking in a drug 
store at Odebolt from 1885 to 1889. Coming with the family to Hubbard, he 
worked there six months. Then opened and managed a drug store at Whit- 
ten for G. \V. Reynolds, of Conrad, having charge of that store from 1889 to 
1892. when he purchased it himself. In 1895 ne turned the store over to his 
father and entered Drake University at Des Moines, from which he was grad- 
uated in pharmacy. He then went to the University of Illinois, where he took 
a medical course and was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
in 1899. He was registered as- a pharmacist in 1889 and was the youngest 
registered pharmacist in the state at that time, being only eighteen years of 
age. In 1897 he took the degree of Graduate Pharmacist at Drake Univer- 
sity. On June 15, 1899, he located at Eldora, this county, where he has en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession ever since, being successful from the 
first and building up a very lucrative and satisfactory practice with the town 
and county. He has been very successful as a general practitioner and has 
kept up with the trend of medical science in all branches. 

The Doctor is a member of the Hardin County Medical Society, also the 
State Medical Association and the National Medical Association. Fraternally, 
he belongs to the Masonic order. He is a Knight Templar and belongs to the 
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is one of the 
prominent members of this time-honored order in this section of the state, and 
one would judge from his daily life that he tries to live up to its high precepts. 

Doctor Koeneman was married in 1891 to Effie Miller, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. J. Miller, of Whitten, Iowa, a complete sketch of whom appears 
elsewhere in this work. Mrs. Koeneman passed away on August 17, 1892, 
leaving one daughter, Vera. The Doctor w as again married in 1898 to Bessie 
K. Kentner, of Whitten. She is the daughter of C. H. Kentner and wife, a 
highly respected family of this county. To the Doctor's second marriage two 
daughters and one son have been born, Margaret, Janette and John. 



WILLIAM H. WOODS. 

The life of the eminent and successful business man, though filled to 
repletion with activity and incident, presents fewer salient features to excite 
the interest of the general reader than the man whose place in the public eye 
has been won through the glamour and display of military achievement. But 
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to acquire distinction or great prosperity in the business pursuits which give 
to the country its financial strength and credit requires ability of as high if not 
higher order than that which leads to victory on the field of battle. This will be 
readily appreciated by all who tread the busy thoroughfare of trade. Ordi- 
narily, merit may attain a respectable position and enjoy a moderate compe- 
tence, but to spring from the common walks of life to the first place of mone- 
tary credit and power can only be the fortune of a rarely gifted personage. 
Eminent business talent is composed of a combination of high mental and 
moral attributes. It is not only energy and industry ; there must be sound 
judgment, breadth of capacity, rapidity of thought, justice and firmness, the 
foresight to perceive the course of the drifting tides of business and the will 
and ability to control them, and withal, a collection of minor but important 
oualities to regulate the details of the pursuits which engage attention. Will- 
iam H. Woods, well known and popular banker of Iowa Falls, Hardin county, 
is an exemplification of this talent, if not in its highest development, yet an 
extraordinary character, and notwithstanding his unpromising early environ- 
ment and his limited theater of operations he has achieved a reputation which 
places him among the first of eminent financiers and distinguished business 
men in central Iowa. 

Mr. Woods is the scion of a sterling old New England family from 
which he has evidently inherited many of the qualities that win in life's bat- 
tle, which everyone must fight single handed if he would secure for his brow 
the victor's myrtle-wreath. His birth occurred at Factory Point, Bennington 
county, Vermont, October 28, 1851, and he was the son of Joseph and Bridget 
(Covn) Burchall. When he was a small boy he was brought by his parents 
to Wisconsin, and when scarcely more than five years of age he was left an 
orphan and was adopted into the family of Alfred Woods, and moved with 
them to Iowa Falls, Iowa, in 1861, and here Alfred Woods built the Woods 
hotel. The Woods family treated him with every consideration and gave him 
every advantage possible in those early days in a new country, and he lived with 
them until he reached manhood's estate, and from them took the name of 
Woods. A lameness overtook him when he was about twelve years of age, 
from which he has never recovered. 

When the subject was about nineteen years of age he learned the har- 
nessmaker's trade, and from that time to the present he has made his own 
way absolutely unaided, his career presenting a series of successes such as few 
attain. He followed his trade of harnessmaking until about 1875. When 
about twenty-four years old he went into the law office of Judge S. M. 
Weaver, under the firm name of Weaver & Woods, the junior member of the 
firm giving especial attention to the collection department of their work, 
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continuing in that line of endeavor until 1881, when he turned his attention 
to banking and took a position as cashier of the Commercial Bank of Iowa 
Falls. When the First National Bank was formed and the Commercial Hank 
was merged into it, Mr. Woods remained with the new concern, rendering 
efficient service until he was promoted to the presidency, which position he 
held with much credit to himself and to the entire satisfaction of the stock- 
holders and patrons for several years. Mr. Woods is now president of the 
Security Savings Bank at Iowa Falls, vice-president of the Bank of Buckeye 
at Buckeye, Iowa, and he is a stockholder in the State Bank of Lcdyard at 
Ledyard, Iowa, and of the Dolliver Savings Bank at Dolliver, Iowa. The 
widespread prestige and popularity of these institutions have been due in no 
small measure to the able management or wise counsel of Mr. Woods, who 
seems to be by nature essentially an organizer, a man of keen business dis- 
cernment, . vigilant, straightforward and honest m all the relations of life, 
consequently he has the confidence and good will of all with whom he has had 
dealings. 

Politically, Mr. Woods is a Republican and has been more or less active 
in party affairs for some time. lie was mayor of Iowa Falls several terms, 
during which time he did much for the general upbuilding of the city, looking 
after its interests in the same carefid and painstaking manner that has always 
characterized his business life. For eighteen years he was treasurer of the 
independent school district of Iowa Falls, and he has held other local positions 
of trust, always to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

Fraternally, Mr. Woods is past eminent commander of St. Flmo Com- 
mandery, Knights Templar, at Iowa Falls ; he also lndongs to EI Kahir Tem- 
ple. Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 

Mr. Woods has remained unmarried, and he and bis sister. Jennie M. 
Cummins, have their home together at Iowa Falls. She took the name Cum- 
mins from the family that reared her. 

By a life consistent in motive and action and because of his many fine 
personal qualities, Mr. Woods has earned the sincere regard of all who know 
him, and in his beautiful home, which is the center of a large social circle, 
there is always in evidence a spirit of generous hospitality and good cheer. 

t i 

PAUL C. WOODS. 

It is a well recognized fact that the most powerful influence in shaping 
and controlling public life is the press. It reaches a greater number of people 
than any other agency and thus has always been, and in the hands of persons 
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competent to direct it it always will be, a most important factor in moulding 
public opinion and shaping the destiny of the nation. The gentleman to a brief 
review of whose life these lines arc devoted is prominently connected with 
journalism in central Iowa and at this time is editor of the Eldora Ledger, 
one of the most popular papers of Hardin county, comparing very favorably 
with the best papers of its type in the state in the brightness of its news col- 
umns, editorial ability and mechanical execution. This locality recognizes in 
Paul C. Woods not only one of the keenest newspaper men, whose facile pen 
delights thousands of readers. continuously, but also a representative citizen, 
whose interests in all that affects the general welfare has been of such a char- 
acter as to win for him a high place in the confidence and esteem of the people. 

Mr. Woods was bom September 10, 1876, at Ossian, Iowa, and he is the 
son of a sterling old family of the Hawkeye state, Philo R. and Emily J. 
(Churchill) Woods. When their son, Paul C. was four years old this family 
moved to Fayette, Iowa, and there the subject grew to maturity and was edu- 
cated, attending the public schools and the Upper Iowa University, where he 
made a splendid record and from which institution he was graduated with the 
class of 1898. Both his parents had been students at this institution, the 
father having left college with a number of other students and members of the 
faculty, among the former being David B. Henderson, for the purpose of 
serving the Union during the great war of the Rebellion. Philo R. Woods 
served very faithfully and gallantly all through the war, then returned to co 1 
lege and was graduated, preparing himself for a professional teacher, which 
line of endeavor he followed most successfully for a number of years. 

In 1896 the Woods family moved to Spencer, Iowa, Paul C. remaining in 
college. In 1898 they moved to McGregor. Iowa, where the young man, 
having decided on a newspaper career, took the position of editor of the 
North Iotca Times, of which A. Huebsch was proprietor. He has long enter- 
tained a laudable desire to be a journalist and while in college began bending 
his steps in that direction and he edited in a very creditable manner the college 
paper. The Collegian. He continued as editor of the North Iowa Times until 
1904, when he moved to Eldora, having rendered high grade service and given 
evidence of unusual ability at McGregor. He purchased the Eldora Ledger 
and bought a large job printing plant at the same time, the latter having been 
formerly owned by C. G. Sargent, and he was successful in the management 
of the same from the first. About two years later he bought the Eldora Ln- 
terprise from Capp Sargent and combined the two papers under the compound 
name the Ledger-Enterprise ; about a year later he changed the name back to 
the Eldora Ledger, by which it has since been known. Throwing his energy 
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and talent into his work, he has improved every department and increased its 
circulation to a figure much in excess of any previous figure and rendered it 
much more valuable as an advertising medium, having a good, clean sub- 
scription list of two thousand in 191 1, and it is rapidly growing. 

Politically, Mr. Woods is loyal to the tenets of the Republican party, and 
fraternally, he belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen, the 
Maccabees and the American Yeomen, and he and his wife are worthy mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

The domestic life of Mr. Woods began in 1898, when he was united in 
marriage with Amy L. Luther, of New Albin, Iowa, whom he met while they 
were fellow students at Upper Iowa University. She is a lady of culture and 
refinement and the representative of a highly honored family, being the 
daughter of Jacob and Emily J. (Smart) Luther. The union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Woods has been graced by the birth of three children, Kenneth, eleven 
years old; Lucile, six years of age, and Carol, now two years old. 



CHARLES MOSER. 

The subject of this review, a member of the business firm of Davis & 
Moser, dealers in lumber, coal, seeds, etc., Eldora, Iowa, is a native of Ma- 
honing county, Ohio, but accompanied his parents to Grundy county, Iowa, 
when a child of six years. His parents were Benjamin F. and Louisa Moser. 
They located on a farm in Grundy county and lived there until after the death 
of the father, some thirty years ago, when the maternal home was transferred 
to Eldora some nineteen years ago. The mother died in this city, March 30, 
1910. 

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood years on the parental farm 
in Grundy county. He attended the public schools, and later the academy at 
Eldora. The latter was taught by Miss Susan Collins, a most successful and 
popular educator. 

Mr. Moser engaged in farming in Sioux county, Iowa, in 1883, and re- 
mained there about two years. He was married in Eldora, November 18, 
1891. to Lucy F., daughter of W. J. and Emily Brooks, her father being a 
fanner in Eldora township. Her parents came from Illinois to Hardin county 
when Mrs. Moser was a child and her life has been spent in this county since. 
She is a graduate of the Eldora high school, and was a successful teacher in 
the Eldora schools. Mr. and Mrs. Moser have three children: Helen, who 
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was graduated from the Eldora high school in the class of 1909. and is now a 
student at the Northwestern University, at Evanston, Illinois; Harry B., a 
graduate of the Eldora high school, and Edna L., pursuing the school work in 
the grades. 

The subject of this article is an active member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which he has served as class leader, trustee and steward. He is a 
Democrat in political faith. 

In May. 1885, Mr. Moser formed a partnership with P. S. Davis, a 
prosperous business man in Hardin county, and engaged in handling luml>er. 
builders' supplies, coal, etc. In 1894 they opened a branch business at Owasa. 
in the same county, and their business has grow n from a small beginning until 
it assumes large proportions, both in Eldora and in Owasa. At the last nanw: 
place they have a grain elevator with a capacity of ten thousand bushels, and 
ship annually one hundred thousand bushels of grain. Their lunil>er and coal 
stock in that place invoices about four thousand dollars, and at Eldora it ap- 
proaches twelve thousand dollars. Their yards arc well equipped and com- 
plete in all appointments, and their business is entirely satisfactory to all con- 
cerned, whether patron or proprietor. Mr. Moser is a stockholder in the 
Hardin County National Bank, and has been successful in his business ven- 
tures. 



LYMAN E. WISNER. 

The babe sparkles and is exhaled ; old age. fully ripened, like the grain 
in the shock, yields to the inevitable and is gathered to its fathers, but where 
man. in the full strength of his years, glorying in the conscious power of his 
manhood, falls, overcome by the burden he bears, the will of Him whose law 
is inscrutable is accepted with bleeding hearts, and we yearn that the hill 
fruition was not permitted here. 

The gift of life is so mysterious that when that other mystery which we 
call death interrupts the current of human hopes and aspiration*, we know 
not in what new channel the spirit may be turned, but it the life has been char- 
acterized by strength and *:gor everything that it has touched in its onward 
passage must have received a beneficent inspiration. 

No man who has ever lived in Hardin county is entitled to a mure con 
spicuous place in her history than the late Lyman l\ Wisner. whose Midden 
and untimely death. August 28. 1889. was not only a profound per-oiial be- 
reavement to hundreds of friends, but a distressing public calamity as well. 
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In a broad sense, Mr. Wisner belonged to Iowa, and the state has a right to 
claim her privilege in honoring a citizen so notable. As all men of general 
excellence in life deserve and command the spontaneous homage of their fel- 
lowmen, so did Mr. Wisner possess to a marked degree those attributes of 
character that made him a leader among men and a peer of any of his con- 
temporaries of the great commonwealth of Iowa. Though not a native of 
Iowa, he was really a product of the state, and was a splendid type of that 
western spirit and thrift that has transformed a wilderness and builded a 
modern civilization. 

Mr. Wisner's life and work were a part of the growth and development 
of Hardin county, and so intimately* intermingled with its rise and progress 
that to place emphasis upon this or that particular achievement were merely 
random acknowledgment of a career singularly fruitful of just and honorable 
deeds. He was one of those solid men of brains and substance who con- 
stitute the creative capacity of a community. He was essentially a business 
man, trained in that fine old school where the highest integrity, implacable 
justice and rugged honesty are the prerequisites of success. But behind the 
man of business was a devoted husband and father, helpful neighbor and loyal 
friend. 

Mr. Wisner was born in Orange county. New York, July i, 1832. He 
was reared on the parental farm and early acquired habits of industry and 
learned by precept and example those plain and sturdy virtues that character- 
ized the pioneers. Early in life he started out for himself and soon found 
employment with a large mercantile establishment in Xew York where he re- 
ceived his methodical business training. He came to Hardin county in 1856, 
a poor young man. He located at Iowa Falls and for some time drove a 
peddling wagon about the country. Getting a little start in life, he engaged 
in the mercantile business at Iowa Falls, and for several years was a member 
of the well known firm of Wisner & Sayre. While a meml>er of this firm 
he got to dealing some in real estate and soon sold out to engage in the real 
estate and loan business. During the war Mr. Wisner spent some time in the 
South, and one time, by a rebel raid, lost every dollar he had in the world and 
had contracted debts amounting to fifteen thousand dollars. He did not lose 
his head, however, but applied himself more closely to business than ever. 
At the close of the war he returned to Hardin county, having repaid every 
dollar he owed and had accumulated a few thousand dollars as a nest egg. 
He then engaged in the banking and real otate business at Iowa Falls, which 
he followed until 1875, when he removed to F.Idora. which was afterwards his 
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home, though he had probably more business interests at Iowa Falls, for which 
place he always had a strong affection. 

Mr. Wisner was married December u, 1858, to Julia A. Hatch, and to 
them was born one son, George H., who died January 11, 1893, and who is 
mentioned at length elsewhere in this volume. There was a strong attach- 
ment between father and son. 

Mr. Wisner met death in a tragic manner, being killed by the accidental ' 
discharge of a gun while hunting with his son George on August 28, 18891 
At the time of his death Mr. Wisner was president of the Hardin County 
Bank and was interested in numerous business enterprises, besides being the 
possessor of large landed estates. 

Possessed of the strictest business integrity and honor, Mr. Wisner had 
acquired a reputation for square dealing possessed by few men. With him 
his word was as good as his bond, and he would often put himself to great 
inconvenience to keep an engagement. Although he sold thousands of acres 
of land to poor men on time and loaned them money to make needed im- 
provements, he was never known to oppress his debtors, and the right of fore- 
closure was only used as a last resort. His life was a model of honor and 
probity. While he was devoted to his business, he found much time to enjoy 
life and the company of his friends. He gave away probably more money 
than any man living in Hardin county, and expended thousands of dollars 
for the improvement of Eldora and Iowa Falls. His gift and subscription 
to the Chicago. Iowa & Dakota railroad alone would make a man rich. 

Mr. Wisner long enjoyed being the wealthiest man in Iowa, and this 
great wealth, controlled as it was by him, made him a benefactor of his kind. 
He was not a man of pretense. He never courted favor and disliked ostenta- 
tion. Others have made more display, but this quiet, unassuming man was 
more sincerely mourned and sorely missed than any other of his generation in 
this community. No chaplet of words that we can weave can add to or detract 
from the estimate of the man held by those who knew him This was ex- 
emplified by the universal sorrow felt at his death and the expressions so heart- 
felt for his memory. In this community where his life work was done he 
wrought better than he knew, and he died rich in the wealth of a legion of 
friends beyond any dream he might have cherished of what name it would be 
possible for him to leave behind. 



GADE BROTHERS MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

Eminent business talent is composed of a combination of high mental and 
moral attributes; although these are essential, there must be sound judgment. 
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breadth of capacity and rapidity of thought, justice and firmness, the fore- 
sight to perceive the course of the drifting tides of business and the will and 
ability to control them. The well known (jade brothers of Iowa Falls. Mar- 
din county, afford a striking exemplification of this talent, in a very high 
order of development and of such character as to gain them worthy business 
prestige and positions of commanding influence in the industrial world, it is 
doubtful if any manufacturing concern in central Iowa is better known or en- 
joys a more substantial growth than the one of which they arc the promoters, 
a detailed description of which is given in the following paragraphs. 

These gentlemen, doing business under the firm name of the Gade Broth- 
ers' Manufacturing Company, at Iowa Falls, Hardin county, are engaged in 
manufacturing what is believed to be the first air-cooled gasoline engine to be 
successful. They now do a large and rapidly growing business, employing 
about sixty men, most of whom are skilled machinists. Their market is not 
limited to local trade by any. means, but their trade covers a very wide terri- 
tory, wherever gasoline engines are used. They are well equipped with many 
pieces of modern, high-grade and expensive machinery, their plant being one 
of the best in every respect of its kind in the state, though, perhaps, not so 
large as some. They have always turned out an engine of high quality and 
perfect mechanism, which the public has been quick to recognize, its superior- 
ity over like engines being quickly detected. 

The institution was first started in a very small way by Hardenrook & 
Rice. In 1903 Carl L. Gade became a partner with them, and about six 
months later the first two proprietors were succeeded by Mr. Gade's three 
brothers. Fred J.. William H. and Louis A., under the name of Gade Broth- 
ers. They remodeled the engine and improved it. Making quality of work- 
manship a prime factor, their business grew; more machinery was added, 
more men employed, the buildings enlarged as the business expanded until its 
present extensive proportions have been reached. On March 4, 191 1, the firm 
was changed to a corporation, known as Gade Brothers' Manufacturing Com- 
pany, authorized capital stock one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
The present officers are. Carl L. Gade, president and treasurer; Fred J. 
Gade. vice-president ; William H. Gade. secretary. 

The engines manufactured by this firm which are so rapidly invading the 
industrial world are guaranteed by the firm to be made of the best material 
and workmanship, and they guarantee to replace or repair any part found de- 
fective free of charge, if returned to the factory within five years from date of 
purchase, if freight or express charges be paid. These engines are from two 
to twelve horse-power, portable or stationary; they have no complicated fans 
to get out of order, no fan boxes to wear out, no water tank to be filled and 
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emptied every winter day and no bursting of cylinders or water pipes in cold 
weather. It cools all day without the w ater nuisance, and it cannot possibly 
be overheated under full load, any temperature, any length of time. No fan 
is used, the fresh air being drawn directly inside the combustion chamber 
Aside from the air cooling part, are the electric igniter, auxiliary exhaust port, 
solid billet steel crank shaft, circuit breaker, prolonging the life of the bat- 
teries four hundred per cent., all parts easy of access and guaranteed inter- 
changeable, with small number of moving parts, every part being amply 
strong. The finished engine, which is shipped ready to run, has a galvanized 
gasoline tank, drive pully, piping and fitting for same; also batteries, spark 
coil, wire, muffler and a can of cylinder oil, all necessary pipe, tank and bat- 
tery connections being made before the engine leaves the factory. Each en- 
gine is tested out after all these connections have l>een made, to be sure that 
everything is in perfect order. The Gade engine uses at least thirty-three and 
one-third per cent, less gasoline than any other make engine. On account of 
few parts and extreme simplicity, it costs practically nothing to operate this 
engine. It will start quickly in cold weather, whereas a water-cooled engine 
will not. This engine is used for a great many things, in fact, is almost indis- 
pensable to the general farmer. It is used successfully for all kinds of pump- 
ing purposes, shelling corn, grinding feed, to run a wood saw, cream separa- 
tor, churn, washing machine, in fact, do most of the work required on a farm. 
Their pumpjack may be attached to any kind of iron pump, fastened by means 
of a clamp and four bolts, belting being furnished with the jack. This firm 
also has a line shifting pumping outfit consisting of the necessary shafting 
and pulleys for running the pump. 

This concern would do credit to a city of much larger size than Iowa 
Falls and it is a credit to Hardin county. The Gade brothers are among the 
leading business men and representative citizens of central Iowa and are 
worthy in every respect of the large success they have achieved and of the high 
esteem in which they are universally held. 



HOWARD E. MOFFETT. 

To the average mortal so-called success is the reward of persistent striv- 
ing and grim determination. It is sometimes gained through selfish rivalry 
and competition and frequently is attained through the aid of "pull,'* prefer- 
ence and influence. So powerful and necessary seem these aids that the one 
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who cannot command them is often disheartened at his prospects of success, 
but on the other hand there are some who have learned to achieve true success 
through the wisdom of which Solomon said, "Length of days is in her right 
hand, and in her left hand riches and honor." Howard E. MofTett, the well 
known editor of the Eldora Herald and one of Hardin county's influential 
citizens, has achieved success without other aid than a strong mind and heart, 
backed by courage and hands willing to work. He was born at Cincinnati. 
Ohio, August 27, 1871, and is the son of William and Sarah (Tharp) Mof- 
fett. He lived in Cincinnati until 1883 when the family mcved to Grundy 
Center, Iowa, and there Howard E. attended the public schools and later Coe 
College at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he made an excellent record and from 
which institution he was graduated in 1894. Along w ith his early education, 
he learned the printer's trade. After leaving college he went to Ventura, Cali- 
fornia, where he turned his attention to newspaper work, editing a paper about 
two years. Returning to Cedar Rapids, he was employed in the printing busi- 
ness about three years; then he was called home to assist his father in the 
abstract business at Grundy Center, and there he remained about two years. 
At this period he was also deputy county treasurer of Grundy county for 
eighteen months. In 1902 he bought the Grundy Republican, which he man- 
aged successfully until 1907. during which time he built up the propertv. in- 
creased the circulation, made it more attractive in mechanical appearance, 
and when he sold out it was one of the best papers in central Iowa. 

Then he spent two years in Ohio engaged in the newspaper business, but 
the damp climate of northern Ohio not agreeing with his health, in 1909 he 
came to Eldora, Iowa, and purchased the Eldora Herald of Oliver J. Smith 
and he has continued to own and operate the same in a manner that stamps 
him as an enterprising, alert, capable and modern newspaper man. building up 
the plant in every department. He has rendered this publication one of the 
best of its type in the state, his plant being exceptionally well equipped with 
linotype and other up-to-date machinery. His subscription list is rapidly grow- 
ing and the advertising department put on a strong basis and the paper is a 
strong organ. — a moulder of public opinion. — its columns always filled with 
well written and timely editorials and containing the latest and best news of 
the day. He has now a fine place in the business circles of this locality. 

The domestic life of Mr. Moffett began on June 27. 1900. when he was 
united in marriage with Eleanor Sturgeon, of Exira. Audubon county. Iowa, 
she being a lady of refinement and genial address and representing an excel- 
lent old family of the Hawkeye state. She is a graduate of the Iowa State 
Teachers College of Cedar Falls. To this union two children have been born. 
Josephine, born in 1902. and John William, born in 1905. 
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Mr. and Mrs. MorTett belong to the Congregational church, and frater- 
nally he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Mrs. Mot- 
fett is a member of the P. K. O. organization and also a member of local 
musical and literary clubs. 



ISAAC BLACK MAN. 



The American nation has been built up from its foundations to the present 
time with an adventurous and freedom-loving people, and the founders of the 
Union had the sagacity to forsee that such an asylum as they had to offer to 
the oppressed or those of limited opportunities of all lands would result in its 
quick and satisfactory upbuilding. In proportion to population, few foreign 
countries have sent so many desirable citizens to the United States as Holland. 
They have been coming for four hundred years and incalculable and far- 
reaching good has been accomplished by them in every phase of our national 
life, for they have ever been true to our institutions, ready to defend our flag 
in times of war and willingly bore the hardships of pioneer life in all sections; 
thus while benefiting themselves they have contributed much to the general 
good. Of this vast number the Blackmail family is deserving of special men- 
tion. For over thirty years they have figured prominently in the history and 
development of Hardin county. Iowa, one of the best known and most pro- 
gressive members of this worthy family being Isaac Blackman. an able and 
popular contractor and builder of Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Blackman was born on October 6. 1854. near Amsterdam, Holland, 
and he emigrated to the United States when ten years of age, in 1864, with 
his father, Frank Blackman. his mother having died previously in Holland. 
They were the parents of three children, namely: John, now deceased; Isaac, 
of this review, and Frank, who died on board ship while on the voyage to this 
country, and was buried at sea. The family settled in Wayne county, New 
York, and the father's death occurred at the age of fifty-five years. 

Isaac Blackman came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1878 and engaged in 
carpenter work and he has continued building and contracting to the present 
time, and, being a very skilled workman and honest in his dealings with his 
fellow men. he has been kept busy, his services having always been in great 
demand. He has built several public buildings, including the city hospital, the 
public library, the opera house, some of the buildings of Ellsworth College, 
and many of the finest dwelling houses in the city, in fact. Iowa Falls, can show 
many splendid structures which will stand for generations as monuments to 
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his skill. Being a close observer and an assiduous student of text books 
bearing on his profession, he has kept well abreast of the times in all that 
pertains to his line of endeavor. 

Mr. Blackmail was married in 1879 to Xettie Dillon, daughter of Daniel 
Dillon and wife, a highly respected family of Iowa Falls, and to this union 
four children have been born, namely: Nellie, wife of Jesse Capwell. lives in 
Iowa Falls; Milo, who followed railroading, having been employed on the 
Illinois Central, died February 6, 191 1, at the age of twenty-eight years; Ray 
lives in California; Leta lives at home. The wife and mother was called 
to her rest on November 21, 1903. 

Fraternally, Mr. Blackman is a member of the Woodman lodge. lie 
belongs to the Baptist church and is a Republican in politics. For some time 
he served very acceptably as city councilman, and he has always manifested 
much interest in the upbuilding and general progress of Iowa Falls. 



WILLIAM BRAND. 

Like most of his countrymen from the distant land of the Kaiser. William 
Brand came to our republic with little of this world's goods, but although start- 
ing in life with practically nothing, he is a man of indomitable energy and 
thrift and has been successful, as only a casual glance over his splendidly im- 
proved and desirable farm in Grant township. Hardin county, would indicate, 
and he is therefore deserving of much credit for what he has accomplished, for 
it has not only been by hard work, individually done, but also along legitimate 
and honest lines. 

Mr. Brand was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, November 10. 1863. 
and he is the son of Fred and Wilhehnina Brand. He spent his youth in his 
native land and was educated there, emigrating to America in 1884 and locat- 
ing near Truxton, Warren county, Missouri, where he worked one vear, then 
went to Kansas, where he spent a year, then went back to Missouri for a year 
and there married Sophia Rothaus, a native of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. This 
union resulted in the birth of one daughter, Armeta. now at home with her 
father. 

Mr. Brand moved to Hardin county. Iowa, about 1887. locating first at 
Hubbard and worked out one \ear by the month, then rented a year, after 
which he bought eighty acres in Grant township, section 14. He remained 
<-n that place until 1900. then bought the farm where he now lives. Selling 
his first farm he bought a place consisting of three hundred and twenty acres 
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in the southwestern part of Grant township, formerly owned by 0. F. Ander- 
son, and in the fall of 1909 he bought eighty acres, making four hundred acres 
in all. This land is well kept and is very productive, being well located and 
as good as any land in this part of the county. He has been most successful 
as a general fanner and stock raiser, his entire family being very industrious. 
He keeps his farm free from unsightly weeds and makes a good showing at 
all seasons. While living on his first eighty-acre farm, Mr. Brand's wife died, 
about three years after their marriage. He subsequently married Lina Brand, 
sister of Simon Brand, a sketch of which family appears herein. This last 
union resulted in the birth of the following children: John, Ida, Will, Erne, 
Ernest, Carl, Walter. Selma and Alice, all at home. 

Mr. Brand had but ten dollars when he came here. He went to work 
with a will, was economical, and stuck closely to his work, and these qualities 
have been the secret of his success all through life. He is a member of the 
Zion Evangelical church and is a good citizen in every respect. In politics he 
is independent, casting his vote for the man who in his opinion is best fitted for 
the office. 



GEORGE H. WISNER. 

A man who was easily the peer of any of his fellows during the life of the 
past generation in Hardin county, in the qualities that constitute correct man- 
hood and good citizenship, was the late George H. Wisner, who was what he 
was from natural endowment and self-culture, having attained his eminent 
standing in the life of the community solely through the impelling force of his 
own genius. He possessed not only those powers that render men efficient 
in the business world, but also the gentler traits that mark genial and refined 
social intercourse. In his daily affairs he manifested a generous regard for 
his fellows and as a large-hearted, whole-souled, companionable gentleman, 
actuated by principles of honesty and integrity, no man who has lived in this 
county more fully merited and commanded the good will of the people. 

Mr. Wisner, who for many years was one of Eldora's representative 
citizens, was born at Iowa Falls, Iowa. September 9, 1864, and although his 
span of life was short he made his mark in an indelible manner, liis death 
occurring at Eldora on January 11, 1893, at the age of twenty-eight years, 
four months and two days. He was the son of Lyman F. and Julia A. 
Wisner. the former dying on August 21. 1889. He was the only child and 
succeeded to two-thirds of his father's immense property, which made him the 
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wealthiest man in central Iowa. He was a young man of rare business acu- 
men, sagacity and foresight and at the time of his death he was president of 
the Hardin County Bank and director of the First National Bank at Iowa 
Falls, the State Bank at Radcliffe and the State Bank at Ledyard, Kossuth 
county, and he was fast taking his place in the business world as an enterpris- 
ing, wide-awake, prudent business man of keen discernment, and during the 
three short years of his active business career he endeared himself to every 
citizen of Eldora and Hardin county by his enterprise, liberality and genial 
disposition, winning the confidence and good will of all with whom he came 
into contact. He was the life and moving spirit in every undertaking for the 
improvement of Fldora. The fine opera house which bears his name was com- 
pleted at a cost of seventy-five thousand dollars. 

Mr. Wisner came to Eldora when eleven years old and grew to manhood 
here. After a thorough preparation in the public schools he attended Shattuek 
Military Academy at Faribault. Minnesota, where he made a splendid record, 
graduating therefrom with the rank of captain. 

Fraternally Mr. Wisner was a member of St. Elmo Commandery, 
Knights of Pythias, of Iowa Falls; of Evergreen Chapter and Montague 
Lodge of Eldora, and a short time before his death he had been elected com- 
mander of Wisner Division No. 7, and was a member of Evergreen Lodge 
No. 56, Knights of Pythias. He also belonged to Lodge No. 77. Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and the Masons, belonging also to the Ancient Arabic 
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

Although Mr. Wisner possessed great wealth, his generous and unaffected 
nature held every man as worthy of his esteem and friendly regard until for- 
feited by some unworthy action. The poor and humble were as free to ap- 
proach him as the exalted and powerful, and every one who knew him admired 
and loved him, and when his untimely death occurred the whole central part 
of the state mourned him. He used his money for the benefit of the com- 
munity. He was very liberal in his subscription to the court-house fund. 
It was said during his life that he was worth a million dollars, but he was unas- 
suming, plain, quiet and "homespun" as a common day laborer; he gauged 
men by what they were within themselves and not by their money or political 
power. He was a loving son, very devoted to his mother, w illing to sacrifice 
anything, if need be. for her comfort and pleasure. He was also one of the 
best of husbands, having married, on October 8. 1889, Fannie W. Gilman. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Gilman. a prominent and influential family 
of Eldora. a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. Mrs. 
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Wisner is a lady of culture and refinement and has long been a social favorite 
in this city and community. This union was graced by the birth of two bright 
and interesting children, Gilman H. and Lois Julia. 

It is worthy of note that while the opera house, mentioned above, was in 
course of construction, a friend said to Mr. Wisner, addressing him by his 
first name by which he was familiarly known : "George, some of your friends 
think you are not going to receive a very large per cent, on this investment 
of yours." Mr. Wisner's face lighted up with the well known smile and he 
said : "You can tell my friends that I did not erect this building for per cent. 
I built it for Eldora, and," he added with words that proved of prophetic 
significance, "it is my monument." While the structure was yet new he was 
called to take up his work on a higher plane of action, and his funeral was 
held there, special trains bringing many from neighboring cities. This part 
of the state never saw such a funeral, during which one could not help recall- 
ing a line of Shakespeare's from Mary Antony's famous address, "There was 
a Caesar; when shall there be such another?" 

Mr. Wisner bore an active part in every laudable enterprise having as its 
object the upbuilding of Eldora and the general development of the county. 
No one was more liberal or more enthusiastic for the new Young Men's 
Christian Association building than he. He was always most liberal at church 
dedications in assisting to lift the indebtedness. In securing modern public 
buildings for this city no one had more to do or advocated them more strongly, 
and when there was sorrow, distress or trouble of any kind in private homes, 
there was no one more interested or charitable than he. One of nature's 
noblemen is gone, but the good deeds he did and the example he set the young 
men of the present generation will live and the world will long be better and 
brighter for his having passed through if 



THOMAS T. WICKS. 

There is little that interests one more than to observe how different men 
begin and continue the duties of life. Some commence in hesitation and 
seem to hesitate at every obstacle they encounter. Others begin boldly, but 
after a time show by some defect in execution that they have not properly 
mastered their tasks. Still others commence with a steady grasp of the situa- 
tion, and show by their subsequent accomplishments that they have compassed 
the problem of life; to the last class success always comes and they are the 
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men to leave behind them good names and large properties honorably won in 
life's struggle. Their children are left to reap the harvest of good actions. 
Among such active and enterprising men is Thomas T. Wicks, well known 
in Hardin county and one of the largest land owners in this section of the 
state. No man is worthier of the large success that has attended his efforts, 
for he came to this country from foreign shores, finding here strange people, 
customs, language and environment ; but, having much innate tact, he mastered 
all and, although starting with nothing in the way of material wealth, he grad- 
ually overcame all obstacle^ and today is one of the substantial men of his 
loclity. 

Mr. Wicks was born in Bergen, Norway, December 16. 1854, and is the 
son of Thomas J. and Lizzie (Wogen) Wicks, of the same locality in Nor- 
way in which the subject was born. The father devoted his life to farming, 
grew to maturity and was educated and married in his native land, emigrating 
to America in 1893, and located two miles east of Randall, Iowa. Here his 
first wife died and he subsequently married Alice Wogen. of Bergen, Nor- 
way, whose death occurred at Randall, Iowa. They were members of the 
Lutheran church. There were four children by the first marriage, namely : 
Matilda lives in Hamilton county, Iowa ; Godman is a sailor and fisherman in 
Norway; Ole died in W r right county, Iowa, in May, 191 1 ; Thomas J. of this 
review. The following children were born of the second 'marriage of the 
subject's father : Lizzie lives in Story county, Iowa ; Alice is deceased ; Thomas 
lives in Wright county, Iowa; Alex. lives in Clark county, South Dakota; 
Thomas lives near Story City, Iowa; Bjorgen lives in Ogden, Minnesota; 
Gerniel lives in Bergen, Norway. 

Thomas T. Wicks had little chance to attend school in Norway in view of 
the fact that he had to work hard as a boy. He engaged in farming and 
sailing there when a young man and in 1873 emigrated to America, locating 
near Lisbon, Kendall county, Illinois, where he worked out for a period of 
twelve years, then came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in section 6, Sherman township. He lived there eighteen 
years, improved a good farm on which he prospered Since then he has bought 
and sold various farms. In 1905 he bought one hundred and twenty acres in 
Lincoln township. Hamilton county, where he has since resided, having a 
beautiful modern home and everything to make farming desirable as well as 
profitable. He still retains one hundred and sixty acres in Sherman town- 
ship, Hardin county; also owns eight hundred and thirty acres in Hutchison 
and Hanson counties, South Dakota; also five hundred and sixty acres in 
Winnebago county, Iowa, all valuable land, and much of it well improved. 
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Mr. Wicks is regarded as an excellent judge of all kinds of live stock 
and he makes a specialty of raising Belgian horses and Durham cattle. 

Mr. Wicks was married first in 1885 to Lizzie Larson, of Norway, and 
her death occurred the same year of their marriage. In 1886 Mr. Wicks was 
married to Dora Thompson, also a native of Norway, to which union one 
child, Tunis, was born, dying when young. 

Politically, Mr. Wicks is a Republican, but he has held no public offices, 
being too busy with his large individual affairs. He belongs to the Lutheran 
church and is a liberal supporter of the same. 



CHARLES HERVEY PACKARD. 

Among the sterling New Englanders who have settled in Hardin county 
since the pioneer days, none have shown more worthy traits of character or 
been more active in the development of the community than the gentleman 
whose biography we herewith present. Mr. Packard, who is now living re- 
tired after a long, industrious and useful career, is the owner of a fine farm 
in Ellis township which has been developed from a wild state to one of the 
best in the locality through his skillful management. 

Charles Hervey Packard was born in Franklin county, Massachusetts. 
January 31, 1836, and is the son of Willard and Rosina (Beals) Packard, 
both natives of the vicinity where the subject was born. The paternal grand- 
father, Caleb Packard, was also of the old Bay state, in fact, the Packards have 
been well known in Massachusetts for many generations. The first member of 
the family to come to America was Joshua Packard, who emigrated from 
Hingham. England, in 1638, he having been a farmer in his native land, as 
were the rest of the family. The father of the subject was born in 1800 
and his death occurred in 1868. There were the following children in his 
familv : Chester, who became a soldier in the Union army, lost his health dur- 
ing the Civil war and died a few years afterwards; Philena married Martin 
Phillips ; Cynthia became the wife of Jacob White and is now living in Orleans, 
Michigan; Christie married Stephen Remington; Charles Hervey of this re- 
view; Cornelius died in youth; Cornelia married Hiram Lyon, of New Lon- 
don. Wisconsin; Leavitt died in New London. Wisconsin, in i860. 

Mr. Packard of this review received his elementary education in the com- 
mon schools, and in 1858 he was united rn marriage with Lovina Lyon, daugh- 
ter of David and Sarah (Wilbur) Lyon. Mrs. Packard was born June 26, 
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1838, in Genesee county, New York. Her paternal grandfather. Thomas 
Lyon, followed school teaching for many years in the state of New York. 
The Lyon family is of French origin. David Lyon was horn in 1797 and 
died in 1874; his wife, who was born on November 24, 1800, died in 1886. 

Charles H. Packard came to Wisconsin in 1856, locating near Lyons, 
where he lived eight years. In 1864 he brought his family in a wagon over- 
land to Hardin county, Iowa, and engaged in farming and school teaching in 
Ellis township where he soon became well known and well established and he 
now owns a farm there which he has placed under a high state of improvement 
and cultivation; but he and his wife are now living in their pleasant and sub- 
stantial home in Georgetown, a hamlet near Iowa Falls. They are the par- 
ents of the following children: Elsie is the wife of J. W. Bullis, of Iowa 
Falls; Anna is the wife of L C Bullis, of Ellis township, this county; Chester 
W. is a physician at Gary, Indiana; Judson L. is a hardware merchant at 
Ocheyedan, Iowa. 

About twenty years ago Mr. Packard promoted and organized the Farm- 
ers Mutual Insurance Company which he has managed almost during its entire 
existence, he having filled the position of president in a manner that has re- 
flected much credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, 
and the wide popularity of this excellent company has been due very largely to 
his energy, his foresight and judicious management. There are now over 
thirteen hundred members and they carry over three million dollars in risks. 
The company operates mostly in Hardin and Franklin counties and is rapidly 
growing. 

Mr. Packard is a Republican, has long been more or less active in political 
affairs and has held township offices. He has always taken much interest in 
whatever pertained to the general progress of this locality and not withheld his 
support from any worthy movement looking to the betterment of local condi- 



FREDERICK A. WINTER, JR. 

Holding prestige among the successful farmers and stock raisers of Grant 
township and ever since his birth an honored resident of the same, Frederick 
A. Winter, Jr.. is entitled to more than passing notice in the biographical his- 
tory of this section of Iowa, for he has ever had the upbuilding of his home 
community at heart and has led the life of a good citizen in every respect, for 
while laboring to advance himself along material lines he has not neglected 
his larger duties to his ncighlx>rs and the public in general. 

Mr. Winter was born on August 18. 1872. in the northeastern part of 
Grant township, this county, and he is the son of Frederick A., Sr., and 
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Henrietta (Brunemeier) Winter, one of the honored and influential families 
here, a sketch of whom appears on another page of this work. 

The subject grew up on the home farm, in the development of which he 
assisted when of proper age, attending the district schools in the winter 
months. In 1889 he was united in marriage with Amelia Hoelscher, daughter 
of Henry and Charlotte (Miller) Hoelscher, the father having been born and 
reared in Germany. In 1867 he came to America and joined his brother 
Charles, who had located in Monroe county, Wisconsin, in i860. In the fall 
of 1868 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, and on September 3. 1871, Henry 
was married to Charlotte Miller^ daughter of Fred and Caroline Miller. She 
was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany. Mr. Hoelscher and wife continued to 
live in Grant township until the death of the former, which occurred on Aug- 
ust 16, 1879. He was a very industrious, honest man, devoting his entire life 
to farming, becoming the owner of two hundred and twelve acres of good 
land. There were five children in his family, namely : William is now living 
on the eastern edge of Grant township; Lizzie is the wife of Henry Boeke 
and lives in Hubbard ; Lottie is the wife of Fred Mesch and lives in Providence 
township; Amelia, wife of Mr. Winter of this review; Henry is living in the 
northeastern part of Grant township. 

After the death of Mr. Hoelscher, his widow married Fred Klemme. a 
prominent farmer living in the northeastern part of Grant township, where she 
now resides. 

After his marriage Mr. Winter began farming for himself, buying eighty- 
acres where he now lives, in section 14. Here he prospered from the start 
and about five years later he bought forty acres more, and later, in 1908. he 
bought eighty acres additional, making him a fine farm at present of two 
hundred acres, which he has placed under excellent improvements and high 
cultivation, carrying on most successfully general farming and stock raising. 
He has a very pleasant home and such outbuildings and modern farming 
implements as his every need requires. A good grade of live stock is to be 
seen about his place at all times. 

Mr. Winter has two children, Arthur, born November 27, 1901, and 
Gilbert, born May 19, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Winter belong to Zion Evangelical 



HENRY MOON. 

From the far-famed and beloved Emerald Isle have come to the new- 
republic of the west during the past three centuries a large percentage of its 
best and most enterprising citizens. They are found, too few, within the 
borders of Hardin county. One of the worthiest and best known of the agri- 
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cultural element of this horde of Erin's fair land is Henry Moon, of Grant 
township, who was born in county Tipperary, Ireland, about 183 1 and he is 
therefore now advanced in years; but having lived a wholesome life along 
conservative paths, he is hearty and can look backward over a life well spent 
and forward with no apprehension for the future. 

Mr. Moon grew to maturity in Ireland and in 1854 emigrated to America, 
landing at New York City where he lived about two years, engaged in garden- 
ing. He came to Iowa about 1856 and lived in Cedar county twelve or fifteen 
years, then rented a farm and began tilling the soil for himself, and he has been 
very successful in his chief life work, having worked hard and managed well. 

Mr. Moon was married in 1857 to Martha Myers, daughter of Henry 
and Susanna (Leedy) Myers. She was born in Richland county, Ohio. 
June 2, 1836, and there she lived until she was about thirteen years of age, 
when her folks moved to Cedar county, Iowa, where she lived until her mar- 
riage. About 1875 Henry Moon and wife moved to Hardin county and 
located in the southeastern part of Grant township, and there bought eighty 
acres, all wild prairie land. He broke it and put it under cultivation and 
here made his home, later buying forty acres more near by. Here he has 
lived ever since, being one of the pioneers, having taken an interesting part 
in the development of the township from the first. Fourteen children have 
been born to Mr. Moon and wife, four of whom died in infancy; John grew 
to manhood, married Annie McDonald, and his death occurred alwut 1905 
at Joliet, Illinois, leaving a wife and four sons, Edward. Lewis, Henry and 
George W. Dewey. The nine children of Mr. and Mrs. Moon who are still 
living are as follows: William Henry is at home; Mary is the wife of F. A. 
Gogerty, whose sketch appears in this work; Frank married Emma Crosser 
and lives in the northwestern part of Hubbard, and they have one son and one 
daughter, Vera and Marion; Susanna married Harry Hicks and they live in 
Portland, Oregon, and have four children living and one dead; those living 
are Day, Charlotte, Louisa and Mabel. Jane Moon married Frank Rose- 
borough and lives at Zearing, and has three sons and one daughter, Henry, 
Joseph, Lewis and Annie. Lewis Moon married Alta Fitch, lives at Zearing 
and has four children, three sons and one daughter, Ivan and Ivo are twins, 
Stella and Lewis. Jr. Martha Moon married Amos Patzer, lives at Iowa Falls, 
and has one son and two daughters, Edith, Blanche and Frank. Charley 
Moon married Edith Davis and lives at Zearing. and they have three sons 
and a daughter. Claude. Richard. Earl and Louise. Margaret Moon married 
Thomas J. Miller and lives at Mt. Vernon, South Dakota, on a farm; they 
have one son, Edward Day. 
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Mr. Moon and family are members of the Catholic church at Zearing. 
Iowa. 

When the subject and wife came to Grant township there were only about 
four other families in the whole township and west of them was all swamp 
and marsh land. They regretted having come to such a place, finding it very 
unpromising. Now that the same wild land is drained, cultivated and covered 
with pleasant homes and valuable land, they see where they were wise in re- 
maining and growing up with the same. They have a beautiful view over the 
country from their home and are spending life's evening in serenity and com- 
fort, surrounded by all the blessings as the result of former years of toil and 
application, and they do not regret the days when they had to undergo the 
hardships and privations of the pioneers. They still retain much of the good 
cheer of youth. They now have twenty-five grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. The old couple are blessed with good health, and have noth- 
ing to regret. They never had a doctor to attend them but three times in 
their lives. It is indeed a pleasure to visit their neat and well kept home and 
share their true old-time hospitality. They are popular and well known 
throughout the county and are deserving of the high esteem in which they are 
held. 



CHARLES CARROLL GILMAN. 

Human life is like the waves of the sea which flash a few brief moments 
in the sunlight, marvels of power and beauty, and then are dashed upon the 
remorseless shores of death and disappear forever. As the mighty deep has 
rolled for ages past and chanted its sublime requiem and will continue to full 
during the coming ages until time shall be no more, so will the waves of human 
life follow each other in countless succession until they mingle at last with 
eternity's boundless sea. The passing of any human life, however humble and 
unknown, is sure to give rise to a pang of anguish to some heart, but when 
the fell destroyer knocks audibly at the door of the useful and great and re- 
moves from earthly scenes the man of honor and influence and the benefactor 
of his kind, it not only means bereavement to kindred and friends, but a public 
calamity as well. In the largest and best sense of the term the late Charles 
Carroll Oilman, of Kldora. Hardin county, was distinctively one of the notable 
men of his day and generation in the vicinity of which this history treats, and 
as such is entitled to a conspicuous place in the annals of central Iowa.— in 
fact, he was one of the state's great men. 
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Mr. Gilman was born February 22, 1833, at Brooks, Waldo county. 
Maine, the scion of a sterling old family of the Pine Tree state, and he was 
named after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, who died shortly before the subject was born. The father of 
Charles C. Gilman was Dr. Noah Gilman, an eminent physician, who was a 
native of New Hampshire and known as belonging to the New Market branch 
of the family. He married Lois P. Webb, who was descended from the 
Pollard family of Kennebec county, Maine. 

Charles C. Gilman received an academic education in Frankfort, now 
Winterport, Maine, where his parents resided ten years, and he fitted himself 
at home for the sophomore class of Waterville College, now Colby Uni- 
versity, and at the same time completed two years of study in a medical course 
with his father, who was a graduate of Bowdoin. His health failing, Charles 
C. went to work as a lumberman and in two years gave up the study of medi- 
cine entirely and entered upon what proved to be a very active business life. 
In 1853 he started west, halting three years in Michigan, where he conducted 
a saw-mill in the summers and spent the winters in exploring and locating 
pine lands owned by the government. In 1857 he pushed farther to the south- 
west and located at Dubuque, Iowa, where he engaged in the wholesale lumber 
trade and in 1858 and 1859 he established retail yards at Earlville, Dyers- 
ville, Independence, Waterloo, Cedar Falls, Sand Spring, Anamosa, Monti- 
cello and Marion. 

At the outbreak of the Civil war in 1861 Mr. Gilman devoted a short 
time to enlisting soldiers, raising four companies of infantry for the brigade 
of Gen. F. J. Heron, his friend and neighbor in Dubuque. From the time he 
first came to Iowa he maintained a large private business with various partners, 
but his chief labors were expended on what he was pleased to call outside 
operations. In 1858. the Dubuque & Sioux City railroad coming to a halt on 
the prairies thirty-eight miles west of Dubuque, he started the town of Earl- 
ville by building twenty-eight stores and dwelling houses during that and the 
following year. In i860 and 1861 he built grain elevators at Monticello, 
Marion and Cedar Falls and opened a large farm in Delaware county. Alxmt 
this time he purchased a water privilege on the Maquoketa river, north of Cas- 
cade, erecting there a saw-mill and flouring mill and founded the town of 
Hillside. In 1864, by a series of able articles in the Dubuque and St. Louis 
daily papers, he called the attention of the public to the necessity of unimpeded 
navigation of the Mississippi river as a competing outlet for the products of 
the Mississippi valley, which resulted, after great personal effort on the part 
of Mr. Gilman, in conventions being held at Dubuque and St. Louis and 
(3o) 
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finally in appropriations by Congress which removed the rapids near Daven- 
port and Keokuk. Frank Gilbert, who became one of the editors of the 
Chicago Evening Journal, Stilson Hutchins, afterwards editor of the 5"/. 
Louis Times, both at that time residents of Dubuque, also Gen. William 
Vandever, B. B. Richards, Patrick Robb and others were his faithful coad- 
jutors in this great work. In 1865, m conjunction with other influential 
business men of Dubuque, Mr. Gilman secured the incorporation of the Du- 
buque Produce Exchange, an institution which will long be remembered by 
people of that city as inaugurating a new era in Dubuque's relations to the sur- 
rounding country tributary to it. In 1866 Mr. Gilman made the first sound- 
ings of the Mississippi river at Dubuque with the view of erecting a bridge, 
and the next year he was appointed chairman of a convention of the Produce 
Exchange whose directors were to call a public meeting for the purpose of 
incorporating a company to build it. This was done and, although not built 
oy the company thus formed, the result was the immediate organization of the 
Dubuque & Dunleith Bridge Company, which carried on that important work. 
In that effort Mr. Gilman was ably seconded by Hon. Piatt Smith, Senator 
William B. Allison and Henry L. Stout. 

In 1867 Mr. Gilman originated the construction of the Eldora Railroad 
& Coal Company's line from Eldora to Ackley, and he removed from Dubuque 
to Eldora where he established his family home in one of the city's most at- 
tractive and pretentious residences. The line mentioned above was later ex- 
tended south from Eldora to Marshalltown. In 1868 Mr. Gilman took all the 
parties identified with this enterprise to New York City and formed a new 
company, engaging the services of W. B. Shattuck as financial agent. This 
gentleman had previously sold the ten to forty government bonds as well as 
the bonds of the Union Pacific railroad. The l>onds of the Iowa road were 
promptly sold and the road as promptly built, one hundred and thirty-two 
miles of the two hundred miles being constructed in eight months. The 
peculiar feature in this transaction was that no land grant or subsidy was at- 
tached to the enterprise and for the first time in the history of western rail- 
road enterprise two hundred miles of railroad was built on the merits which 
the surrounding country offered for business. It was the first built running 
north and south through the state. In 1870 when this line, which was built 
in sections, was united in Mahaska county at North Skunk river bridge, with 
loaded freight trains from both the north and south waiting to pass. President 
Gilman happily remarked as he drove the last spike. "To southern Iowa we 
have brought the lumlier of Minnesota; to northern Iowa and Minnesota we 
introduce the cheap fuel, the magnificent coal of Mahaska county." In 1873 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



467 



he resigned the presidency of this road and immediately began mining coal in 
Mahaska county, in connection with his old secretary, H. \V. McNeill, form- 
ing a company for this purpose under the name of the Consolidation Coal 
Company. These works were increased from the delivery of one hundred 
and ten cars in 1871 to twelve thousand seven hundred and eighty cars in 
1875. In the latter year he sold his interest in the coal business to Hon. 
Ezekiel Clark, of Iowa City, and he immediately began to develop the re- 
sources around his new home at Eldora. The railroad car shops had recently 
been removed from Eldora, the interests of the many stockholders of the road 
demanding it. For this Mr. Gilman was severely criticized by his fellow 
townsmen who were not fully aware of Mr. Gilman's obligations to the stock- 
holders for whom he acted. After the shops were taken away he organized 
a company at Eldora for manufacturing sewer pipe, drain tile and terra cotta 
from the superior fire-clay found near Eldora. The company was known as 
the Iowa Terra Cotta & Fire-Clay Company, of which Mr. Gilman was 
president and chief owner. He had made a very careful study of the subject 
of making clay products and he invented what was known as terra cotta lum- 
ber and other articles 01 terra cotta used in fireproof construction. The ma- 
terial is now very widely used and to be found in many noted buildings 
throughout the United States and Canada. He sold the rights tr> manufac- 
ture it in many localities as far east as the Atlantic coast and north intc 
Canada. The local factory at Eldora employed more men than had been 
employed in the shops whose removal caused such unjust criticism of Mr. 
Gilman. Besides being president and chief owner of this company, he was 
also president and chief owner of the telegraph company whose headquarters 
was at Eldora. He proved himself to be a man of indomitable energy and 
great force of character and intellect, of keen discernment, being able to 
foresee with remarkable accuracy the future outcome of a present transaction, 
nature having endowed him with rare ability as an organizer and promoter and 
the vast competency he collected was through honest and painstaking effort. 
His notably straightforward methods gained the confidence and good will of 
all who knew him best and hp was in every way deserving of the high esteem 
in which he was held by all classes, having done as much for the early business 
development of the great Iowa commonwealth as any other man. He kept 
well abreast of the times, was a wide reader and clear thinker and he always 
had the courage of his convictions. He was a prolific and lucid writer, and 
he used bis hands as well as his brain in carrying great enterprises to com- 
pletion. 

1 
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The domestic life of Mr. Gilman began in 1858, when he was united in 
marriage with Ahbie Williams, of Saginaw, Michigan, a lady of culture and 
refinement and the representative of a prominent old family. This union re- 
sulted in the birth of five children, namely : George, who developed into an 
excellent business man, was well liked by all who knew him, being friendly 
and generous; his death occurred in April, 1909, and he is survived by a wife 
and six children. Charles Gilman died in Dubuque when about six months 
old ; Brenda Gilman died there when three years old ; Abbie W. died in Eldora 
in her eleventh year ; and Fannie W. 

Mr. Gilman and his daughter Fannie were enjoying a little fishing ex- 
cursion near Eldora when he was taken suddenly ill and at once went to the 
tent of Dr. Gethman, .nearby, but all efforts to save him were of no avail and 
he passed peacefully to his rest on July 31, 1899. 



WILLIAM A. MADOLE. 

The importance that attaches to the lives, character and work of the early 
settlers of Hardin county and the influence they have exerted upon the cause 
of humanity and civilization is one of the most absorbing themes that can 
possibly attract the attention of the local chronicler or historian. If great 
and beneficent results — results that endure and bless mankind— are the 
proper measure of the good men do, then who is there in the world's history 
that may take their places above the hardy pioneer? Although not arriving 
in Hardin county as early as some. William A. Madole, of Grant township, 
has been a resident here through the locality's period of upbuilding and has 
played well his part in the same, ever manifesting an abiding interest in his 
adopted country and leading a life of meritorious industry and integrity, so 
that, now the twilight of life has enveloped him, he can look backward over 
a career well spent and forward with no apprehension for the future. 

Mr. Madole was born in Manchester, England, November 8, 1837. He 
is the son of William and Margaret (Balfour) Madole, the father a native 
of England and the mother of Aberdeen, Scotland. The son. William A. 
came to this country when twelve years old and received a limited education 
here. He emigrated to America in 1852. He and his cousin were attend- 
ing school, when the uncle of the latter, who was a sea captain, brought them 
to America on a sailing vessel. Mr. Madole went to Plainfield, New Jersey, 
lived with his brother James for some time, and then the two went to live at 
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Kingston, Canada. lie had an older brother in Toronto, Canada, and in 1854, 
the year of the cholera epidemic, the subject went to the last named city to 
visit his brother Robert. One day after his arrival he received a telegram 
stating that his brother, James, had been seriously injured and he went back. 
Two hours after he left his brother Robert, to make his return trip, the latter 
died on the street of cholera. On the way down to the wharf with Robert 
they walked over a dozen corpses, victims of cholera, who had died in the 
streets. A year or two later William A. and James moved to Sandwich, 
Illinois, where James engaged in the butcher business. Remaining there 
until 1858, they left that place and came to Hardin county. Iowa, and located 
in Union township. James traded for property two or three miles east of 
Whitten, William A. buying an adjoining farm. The latter was married in 
1857 in LaSalle county, Illinois, to Sarah E. Gifford, daughter of James and 
Centralia (Manchester) Gifford, both natives of Rhode Island or the state 
of New York. 

William A. Madole lived in Union township until 1877, then traded for 
a farm in the southeastern part of Grant township and has made his home 
there ever since, becoming well established by reason of close application and 
g"od management. His wife was called to her rest in October, 1903. They 
were the parents of nine children, four sons and three daughters living and 
two deceased, namely: Mary died when four years old ; Lettie is at home with 
her father; Althea, a twin sister to Lettie, died when one year and six months 
old; Maggie Jane married Sam Norton and lives in the south end of Grant 
township; William J. married Rose Miller, daughter of Jacob Miller of Union 
township, and they live in Hancock county, two miles west of Wodin; Charles 
is at home with his father; George W. married Nellie Gohring and they live 
in Franklin county, between Popejoy and Dow s; Toby is at home with his 
father; Jessie Isabel is the wife of Charles Wickham and lives in Story county, 
south of Grant township. 

Mr. Madole well remembers when the southwestern part of this county 
was so sparsely settled that in 1864 he went there for the purpose of placing 
.. some colts out to graze, and he saw only one or two houses after leaving the 
west line of Providence township, and he could find no place to get dinner. 
The country was wild and undeveloped, there being considerable wild game 
here in those days, and the settlers had to go a long ways to do their trading 
and get their mail. There were few railroads anywhere in the state. 

Mr. Madole has been very successful as a general farmer and stock man 
and, having laid by a competency, has retired from active life, having sold 
u his farm to his two sons who now operate it. 
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While living in Union township. Mr. Maclolc was a faithful member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, but he docs not now attend owing to 
his advanced age ; however, he is well preserved, hale, active and jovial, a 
man whom it is a pleasure to meet. 



HENRY WINTER. 

The following is a brief sketch of the life of one who, by close attention 
to his individual affairs, has been successful in agricultural affairs beyond the 
average person. Henry Winter is a representative of one of the county's old 
and highly respected families, and he has ever striven as best he could to keep 
their name untarnished and that he has succeeded admirably well is evinced 
from the fact that no one who has had dealings with him in any relation of 
life can speak aught against him or hold a spirit of malevolence or vindictive- 
ness toward him. While primarily engaged in furthering his own interests, he 
has not lost sight of his larger duties to his county and state and ever sup- 
ports such measures as make for the general good. 

Mr. Winter was born in Grant township, this county, on February io, 
1875. and he is the son of Frederick A., Sr.. and Henrietta (Brunemeier) 
Winter, a sketch of whom is to be found on another page of this work. Suf- 
fice it to say here that they were early settlers of the county and prominent in 
the life of the pioneer days. 

Henry Winter grew to manhood on the home farm and there made him- 
self generally useful during the summer seasons, attending the common 
schools in the winter time. On January 16, 1907, he was united in marriage 
with Anna Koeppcn, daughter of Fred Koeppen and wife. She was born in 
Brandenburg. Germany, and came to America in 1891 with her parents and 
the rest of the family, who located near Hubbard, Iowa, where they engaged 
in farming for eight years, becoming well established here. The family now 
lives in the town of Hubbard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Winter have one son. Walter. This family belongs to the 
Lutheran church at Hubbard. 

Mr. Winter's career has been a very successful one. He has been a 
tactful manager and his labors are annually rewarded with large crops. His 
farm of three hundred and twenty acres is well improved, well tilled and is a 
very productive and valuable tract. On it stands a pleasant home and sub- 
stantial outbuildings, everything denoting thrift and industry. 
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The fami 1 -' of Frederick Winter, Sr., consisted 01 the following children, 
in order of birth: Maria, born June 7. 1869; Margaretta, born December 19, 
1870; Frederick A., Jr., August 18, 1872; Louis P., March 2. 1874; Henry 
G.. February 10, 1875; Henryetta M., born January 2, 1877; Wilhelmina, 
September 14, 1879; Frederika R., born April 9, 188 1 ; Alvina, deceased, 
born January 19, 1883; Anna A., born November 4, 1884. All are married 
but Frederika, who lives with her mother. All live in Hardin county, except 
Wilhelmina, who married Rev. Carl Roehmer, a minister of the Evangelical 
Lutheran church, Farnhamville, Iowa. Mrs. Winter is a refined lady whom 
it is a pleasure to meet. She lives in a neat cottage near her son, Henry, sur- 
rounded with all the comforts of life, of which she is very much deserving. 



GUSTAVE BOEKE. 

The methods followed by Gustave Boeke, farmer and stock raiser of 
Grant township, are those which ever insure ultimate success; they are the 
methods of an up-to-date tiller of the soil and a man who believes in relent- 
lessly pursuing those ideals and principles which bring not only material suc- 
cess, but which are calculated to redound in various blessings. He seems to 
be most loyal to this, his adopted country, being as patriotic, if not more so. 
as many of our own native citizens, for he has never been known to refuse 
his support to all worthy movements looking to the general good of the com- 
munity in which he has cast his lot. He has therefore made many lasting 
friends here who bear him no ill will in anything. 

Mr. Boeke was born in the village of Asendorf, Lippe-Delmold, Ger- 
many, on April 5, 1880, and he is the son of Herman and Minnie (Kuhfuss) 
Boeke. the father being a brother of August Boeke. a sketch of whom appears 
in this work. Herman Roeke was born in the year 1837 at Asendorf, Lippe- 
Detmold, Germany, and his death occurred in 1888, at the age of fifty-two 
years. His widow survives, making her home in Hubbard, being now seventy- 
three years old. Their family consisted of eight children, two of whom died 
in childhood in the old country, and Minnie, who became the wife of Ed. 
I-chmeier. died January 2, 1910; those living are Fred, who makes his home 
in Hubbard and runs a hardware store in Garden City; Simon, who lives in 
Hubbard, is an extensive dealer in the produce, ice and coal business there; 
Matilda married Simon Brandt and lives in the east part of Grant township; 
August lives at Mclvin. Osceola county, Iowa; Gustave. of this review. 
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In September, 1881, the Boeke family emigrated to America and lo- 
cated at Hubbard, Hardin county, Iowa. In the spring of 1882 they bought 
a farm a short distance southeast of Hubbard, consisting of one hundred and 
sixty acres, for which they paid twenty-one dollars and fifty cents per acre. 
A large part of it was new, unbroken ground, but they set to work diligently 
and placed it under excellent improvement and cultivation, making of it as 
good a farm as any in the township, and here they have established a very 
pleasant home. Here the family lived together until the death of the father, 
on March 12, 1888. Not long afterwards the children began to scatter, some 
marrying and now doing for themselves, all being very comfortably situated 
in different places. Gustave, of this review, remained with his mother on 
the home place and has successfully continued the work inaugurated by his 
father. 

On October 19. 1904. Gustave Boeke was united in marriage with Anna 
Hilker. daughter of Fred and Sophia (Klemme) Hilker, and this union has 
resulted in the birth of three children, Yelma. born October 19. 1905; Ber- 
nicc, born August 24, 1908, and Glen, born September 20, 1910. 

As stated above, the subject continued farming the homestead and in the 
spring of 1905 he bought out the other heirs and has since owned and oper- 
ated the place. In 191 1 he built a new house, attractive and modern in e.ery 
appointment. He keeps a good grade of stock. Religiously he is a member of 
the Zion Evangelical church at Hubbard. 



HON. WILLIAM J. MOIR. 

William J. Moir, who is deservedly numbered among the most highly 
respected and truly honorable of Hardin county's pioneer professional men. 
was born in Banffishire, Scotland, October 19, 1824, and came to Loner 
Canada with his parents in 1830. He received a limited education in the com- 
mon schools and Derby Academy. Derby, Vermont. He spent his early man- 
hood in teaching school and taught for about eight years, summer and winter. 
He had an ambition to enter a broader field and one for which he seemed to 
be by nature especially fitted. He chose law as his profession, and studied 
with the Hon. C. H. Reeve, of Plymouth, Indiana, being admitted to the 
practice in 1856. 

Believing that the great New West, as Iowa was then called, afforded 
better opportunities for a young man entering upon a professional career, he 
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came to Hardin county, Iowa, landing in Eldora with a covered wagon. May 
8, 1856, and has resided there ever since and been in the active practice of law 
for more than a half century, during which period he has been eminently suc- 
cessful and has been engaged in many of the more important legal battles of 
his county and district. His career as a lawyer has always been one of dig- 
nity and hence he has been an ornament to his profession, as has been testified 
to by every judge and attorney practicing in the judicial district, as well as 
in the higher courts of the state. 

Politically, Mr. Moir has always been an ardent supporter of the Repub- 
lican party, in which he has held many positions of trust, all of which he has 
filled with credit and honor to himself and his party. He served for twelve 
years as president of the Eldora school board ; was always interested in the 
subject of education, and has sought out the best, most improved and ad- 
vanced methods for conducting the public schools. He was mayor of Eldora 
two terms; member of the board of supervisors of Hardin county two terms; 
was president of the Hardin County Agricultural Society two years, when his 
counsel was of much value "in establishing the society which has proven so 
successful in many ways with the passing years. He represented his county 
in the Iowa Legislature two terms ( 1861-1863) during the Civil war period. 
He was a charter member of the board of trustees of the Iowa Industrial 
School, appointed in 1868, and remained in that position, with t he exception 
of two years, until the board of control took charge of the institutions of the 
state in 1898. He was for many years treasurer of the Industrial School, 
during which time he received and disbursed the sum of $1,228,557.25, for 
which he neither received nor asked for any compensation whatever. He has 
ever taken great pride in this institution for the education and reformation of 
erring boys of Iowa, and the chapter on this institution will show what he has 
been able to do in the way of founding and maintaining the school. If no 
other monument were to be erected to his memory, this institution, with its 
many beautiful buildings and vast acreage of land, will stand so long as the 
commonwealth stands, as a befitting memorial to his kindness and good judg- 
ment in all that has made it successful, while hundreds of boys now grown to 
mature manhood owe their present good conduct and successful lives to him 
of whom this notice is written. 

Mr. Moir is a veteran in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Iowa, 
having joined Eldora Lodge N T o. 77 on January 27, 1857, and was grand 
patriarch of the grand encampment of Iowa in the thirty-seventh annual 
session held in Des Moines in 1887. Up to this date (1911) he has been 
treasurer of the Eldora lodge for eighty-five terms, a record unexcelled, per- 
haps, in any state in the Union. 
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Whether one views this venerable gentleman in the role of an instructor, 
in his young manhood; as an active attorney at law; as one of the early law- 
makers of Iowa; as an officer in educational institutions; as holding the high- 
est chair in the fraternity to which he belongs, or as a kind and charitable 
citizen, he must be regarded as a man of great integrity, honor and value lo 
the work! in which he has now lived and labored for seven years past his ton 
score years. 

Of his domestic affairs let it be said that he was happily united in mar- 
riage October 27, 1847, to Olive J. Ball, by whom he has two children, Marcus 
W. and George J. Moir. 

During his lifetime, Mr. Moir by industry and frugality has been enabled 
to accumulate a handsome competency and now owns much valuable realty 
and is interested in banking at Eldora to a considerable extent. 



MOSES MARSHALL. 

The gentleman of whom the biographer writes in this connection is es- 
sentially a self-made man and as such is entitled to notice among the enter- 
prising farmers and representative citizens of the community in which he 
resides. He commenced the struggle of life at the foot of the ladder and by 
persevering and long-continued effort, mounted round by round until reach- 
ing the position of independence and influence which he now occupies. Such 
a career may be studied with profit by the young man at the parting of the 
wavs. and it is hoped that the lesson may prove of no little value to those 
whom it is specially calculated to benefit. Moses Marshall is a native ot Eng- 
hind, having been born in Warwickshire, on March 1, 1858. lie was reared 
near the place of his birth and at the early age of twelve years he began making 
his own way as a coal miner, which occupation he followed until reaching 
manhood's estate, 1881, w hen he came to America and embarked in the coal 
business upon his own responsibility in Peoria county, Illinois. Here he con- 
tinued until i8g_>. part of the time in Peoria county, Illinois, where he 
achieved only partial success. When, later, with about twenty-five others, he 
engaged in the business upon the co-operative plan, he was more fortunate, as 
it enabled him to make substantial headway and lay aside a modest amount of 
capital for future exigencies. 

Severing his connection with the coal industry in 1892. Mr. Marshall, in 
company with his cousin. John Tidman, came to Iowa to look at the country, 
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and while on their tour of inspection they passed through Hardin county, 
with certain parts of which they were greatly pleased. With only a modest 
amount of capital in his possession, however, Mr. Marshall was not able to 
invest in the kind of land he most desired, the best he could do being to select 
a partially improved tract of prairie land in Alden township, which he bought 
in due time and at once began to improve. This land abounded in a number 
of ponds, swamps and low places which long interfered with its sale, but 
after the land was broken and properly drained, those defective spots were 
found to contain a very fertile soil and they are today the finest and most 
productive parts of the farm. 

Mr. Marshall was able to pay only a small portion of the purchase price 
of his land and it required hard work and continuous struggle to meet the 
other payments as they became due. He applied himself resolutely to his 
labors and by sound judgment and good management finally succeeded in 
clearing the farm of incumbrances, after which his advancement was more 
rapid and satisfactory. Without narrating his struggles in detail, suffice it to 
state that he added to his original purchase from time to time until his place 
now contains one hundred and eighty-seven and one-half acres of land, 
which is now conservatively estimated as worth considerably in excess of one 
hundred dollars per acre. Mr. Marshall's improvements kept pace with the 
steadv advance in the value of his real estate and within a few years he found 
himself in easy circumstances and the owner of one of the finest farms in the 
township. He has been remarkably successful as a tiller of the soil, and in 
connection therewith devotes considerable attention to live stock, which has 
proven a sure source of income. He makes a specialty of fine milch cows, of 
which he keeps from fourteen to twenty of the best breeds, the milk from 
which finds a ready sale at good prices and adds very materially to the earn- 
ings of the farm. 

Mr. Marshall is highly respected by his neighbors and fellow citizens 
and enjoys to a marked degree the confidence of all with whom he comes in 
contact. Intelligent and enterprising, he has borne an active part in advanc- 
ing the interests of his fellow men along material lines and all means for the 
social improvement and moral progress of the community have his encour- 
agement and practical help. Mr. Marshall was married in England in the 
year 1887 to Catherine Veneers, daughter of Henry and Ann (Cowley) 
Veneers, who spent their lives in England and died there. Five children 
were born to this union. 

Religiously, he is identified with the Episcopal church, while in politics 
\, he is a Republican. 
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FRED W. GRANZOW. 

The number of Prussians who have cast their lot with the people of 
Hardin and adjoining counties is not large, but it has been noted repeatedly 
that those who have located in our midst have proven to be most desirable 
and splendid citizens in every sense of the word; for they have been indus- 
trious, improving good farms, supporting such measures as made for the 
general public good and leading peaceable and honorable lives. One of the 
best known and highly respected of this class is Fred W. Granzow, a suc- 
cessful farmer and stock raiser of Alden township. He was born in Kleis 
county, Slava. at the town of Altwick, Prussia, December 24, 1853, and 
he is the son of Henry and Frederica (SielafT) Granzow. He spent his boy- 
hood in his native country and was educated there, and he and the older 
members of the family emigrated to America in 1869, the family arriving in 
Eldora, Iowa, on June 18th. Besides the subject, the other children compos- 
ing the family of Henry Granzow and wife were: Minnie, Alvina. Augusta. 
Mary, Charlie. John, Bertha and Amanda. The last two were born here and 
the others in Germany. 

The family settled about two and one-half miles west of Steamboat 
Rock and bought forty acres of the old Rembold farm. Four or five years 
later the family moved to about four miles west of Eldora and there bought 
two hundred acres of prairie land, which, by the assistance of the boys, was, 
in due course of time, transformed into a splendid farm, one of the best, in 
fact, in that locality. The farmer ran a blacksmith shop while improving 
his farm here. About two years later Fred W., of this review, moved 
to the south part of Tipton township and bought one hundred and twenty 
acres a mile west of where Hubbard is now located. Later he bought one 
hundred and sixty acres adjoining, this being all prairie sod, having never 
known the plowshare, the subject having broken the first furrow ever upturned 
on that land. There he built a good home and soon had an excellent start. 

On May 21, 1881, Mr. Granzow was united in marriage with Anna 
Gellhorn, daughter of Henry and Ulricka (Hegar) Gellhorn. She was born 
at the village of Paulnow, in the same part of Prussia where Mr. Granzow 
was born, about forty miles north of Berlin. She came to America with her 
people in 1868. and they located at Hardin City, Iowa, where Mr. Gellhorn 
conducted a mill about two years, he having been a miller by trade. Then 
they moved near Steamboat Rock, where her father bought a farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres, lying two miles north of that town. He improved 
this land, built a good house and also erected a saw mill there. After im- 
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proving his farm he moved to Ackley and was the first miller in the steam 
mill in that town, remaining there two years. During this time the family 
remained on the farm, to which Mr. Gellhorn returned after giving up his 
work at the mill. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Granzow lived on the farm west of 
Hubbard until 1903, and besides tending his farm there he also rented a 
place where the town of Hubbard is now located, and he was compelled to 
gather his crops earlier than desired in order to make way for the erection of 
new buildings for the town then starting. He continued to reside west of 
Hubbard until about 1903, when he moved into the town of Hubbard, where 
he continued to reside until the spring of 191 1, then moved to a farm near 
Alden, where he continued to reside. About 1896 he moved to Hubbard and 
he and Hoelscher & Meyer were partners in the general merchandise business. 
Indoor work not agreeing with him, Mr. Granzow, in two years, sold his inter- 
est and returned to the farm. He has been most successful as an agriculturist 
and stock raiser, and he has a pleasant and substantial home. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Granzow have been born these children: Emma, who 
married Simon Engelking, who was formerly engaged in the butcher busi- 
ness at Hubbard and shipped live stock extensively; he has also owned a 
good farm for years and is now living on his well improved place near Alden: 
they have four children, two sons and two daughters, Herbert, Leslie, Elba 
and Hortense. Leonora Granzow married Daniel Wilson and lives in Des 
Moines, and they have one child, a son, Robert, born June 17, 1910. Meta 
Granzow is living at home. Henry, the next in order of birth, married Irma 
Swallum, daughter of R. R. Swallum, whose sketch appears elsewhere in 
this work. Henry Granzow lives at Edmund, Oklahoma, and is cashier of 
the Citizens Bank there, he and H. F. Carter owning a controlling interest in 
this institution, which was established in 1908 with a capital stock of twenty- 
five thousand dollars: the bank has the reputation of being very ably man- 
aged and is quite a success in a financial way. Henry Granzow attended 
business college at Des Moines. Martha Granzow. the next child in order of 
birth, who is still at home, attended Morningside College. William Granzow, 
who is at home, is the youngest of the family of six children. 

Politically, Fred W. Granzow is a Democrat and he and his family are 
members of the Evangelical church of North America. Personally, he is a 
fine specimen of manhood, tall, robust, active and a hard and persistent work- 
er, a man who is kind natured, fond of home and family. 
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CHRIST HEINZEROTH. 

Many young men have come to the United States from Germany whc 
have built up fortunes or at least became the possessors of good homes ano 
competencies large enough to insure their old age from want. Most of their 
had nothing to start with, but, being persons of good common sense and nc 
small degree of tact and industry, they have seized such opportunities as 
presented themselves and, step by step, climbed the ladder to prosperity. They 
become excellent citizens, attending, as a rule, strictly to their individual af- 
fairs, but while advancing their, own interests they do not neglect their larger 
duties as citizens. One of this worthy number is Christ Heinzeroth, one of the 
leading and prosperous farmers of Alden township, Hardin county, who was 
born in Hessen-Xassau, Germany, June 24, 1864. He is the son of Christ 
and Dorotha (Lohrburnt) Heinzeroth, both natives of the above named 
place. The father of the subject was a farmer, spent his early life in Ger- 
many, emigrating to America in 1872 and settled in Ottawa county, Ohio, 
where he got a farm and spent the rest of his life, dying in 1907. having be- 
come very well established in the new world. His widow is still living, mak- 
ing her home with her son, Christ, of this sketch. This family consisted 01 
five children, namely: Dorothy, deceased; Marcia lives in Franklin county. 
Iowa; Christ, of this review; John is farming in Alden township, this county; 
Lizzie also lives in Alden township. 

Christ Hienzeroth, of this review, received a good education in the Ger- 
man schools, and is self-taught in English. He started in life for himself in 
1887 and soon had a very good start. He was married in 1899 to Barbara 
Kranz. of Sandusky, Ohio, and this union has resulted in the birth of five 
children, namely: John. Paul, George. Bertha and Christena. 

In 1886 Mr. Heinzeroth came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in Har- 
din township, later moved to Alden township, where he is now the owner of 
one of the choice and valuable farms of this part of the county, consisting of 
two hundred and forty acres. This he has placed under a high state of im- 
provement and cultivation, which yields abundant crops from year to year 
under his skillful management. He built a substantial and pleasant home in 
1899 and a large and convenient barn in 1906. He has erected in all eleven 
buildings on the place. Everything about him indicates thrift and prosperity 
and shows exceptionally good management. No small part of his annua! 
income is derived from live stock, of which he is a good judge, making a 
specialty of short-horn cattle. Poland China hogs, besides a good grade of 
horses and other stock. 
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Mr. Heinzeroth is a Republican, but he has never been an aspirant for 
public office. He belongs to the German Lutheran church at Alden. Con- 
sidering what he has accomplished by his own persistent efforts and honest 
dealings, Mr. Heinzeroth is certainly deserving of much credit. 



JOHN FREDERICK SCHUNEMANN. 

Among the many Germans who have cast their lot in Hardin county 
none have proven more worthy of the large success their thrift has brought 
or shown themselves to be worthier of the confidence and respect reposed in 
them by their neighbors and the public in general than John Frederick Schtine- 
mann, of Buckeye township, a man who has never permitted obstacles to 
stand in his way and who has been watchful of the interests of the township 
and county in which he resides while forwarding those of his own. 

Mr. Schunemann was born on October 13. 1849. in Pommern. Germany, 
the son of John and Mary (Rubow) Schunemann, also of the province men- 
tioned above, the father having been a manufacturer of spinning wheels all 
his life; both parents spent their lives in Germany. They were the parents 
of seven children, namely: Anna and Minnie both live in Germany, Charlie. 
Lottie, John F.. Guste and Reka. 

John F. Schunemann was the only one of the family to emigrate to 
America. He was educated in the common schools of his native country, and 
when twenty years of age he began serving the usual three years in the Ger- 
man army. l>eing a member of the Fifth Company. Forty-ninth Regiment. 
He took part in the great war w ith France, righting in a number of the prin- 
cipal engagements and skirmishes. He returned home after the war and. in 
May. 1873. came to America. He first went to Eldora. Iowa, where he re- 
mained a short time, then went to Grundy county, this state, for two years. 
He lived three years at Steamboat Rock. then, in 1878. he moved to Buckeye 
township, Hardin county, where he first purchased eighty acres, later eighty 
acres more, all new land. Being a hard worker, he soon had an excellent farm 
developed and a good home established here and took his place among the 
thriving agriculturists of the community. 

Mr. Schunemann was twice married, first in 1869 to Gusta Xuenfeldt. 
who was born in Pommern. Germany. Her death occurred in 1800 and the 
subject then married Bertha Wambier, also a native of Pommern. Germany. 
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Four children were born of the subject's first marriage, namely: Adie, 
deceased ; Emma, deceased ; Carl, who married Grace Leech, is farming the 
old homestead ; Laura married Emil Wambier, of Buckeye township, this 
county, and they have two children, Emma and a son, John. One son has 
been born to the subject and his second wife, Arthur John, who is farming in 
Buckeye township. 

Mr. Schunemann has devoted his life to farming and has been success- 
ful. In connection with general farming he raised Durham cattle, grade 
horses and hogs. Politically, he is a Democrat, and has been a director on 
the school board in Buckeye township for the past three years. He and his 
wife are members of the Zion Evangelical Association of Buckeye, Iowa. In 
1906 he retired from active farming and moved to the village of Buckeye, 
where he has a pleasant home and is taking life easy in his declining years. 
He is truly a self-made man, having started in life practically empty handed 
and has now valuable property and a competency. He has led an upright life 
and has made many friends here. 



WILLIAM LARSH KUSER. 

The life of the scholarly or professional man seldom exhibits any of those 
striking incidents that seize upon public feeling and attract attention to him- 
self. His character is generally made up of the aggregate qualities and quali- 
fications he may possess, as these may be elicited by the exercise of the duties 
of his vocation or the particular profession to which he belongs. But when 
such a man has so impressed his individuality upon his fellow men as to gain 
their confidence, and through that confidence rises to high and important 
public trust, he at once becomes a conspicuous figure in the body politics of the 
community and state. William Larsh Kuser, the efficient and popular super- 
intendent of the Industrial School at Eldora. Hardin county, is one of the 
scholarly men of central Iowa, who, not content to hide his talents amid lifes 
sequestered ways, has by the force of an indomitable will and a laudable am- 
bition forged to the front in an exacting and responsible calling and earned an 
honorable reputation as the head of one of the most important branches of 
public service. His life has been one of hard study and research from his 
youth and since maturity his laborious professional duties in the several rela- 
tions in which he has been placed, and the high position to which he has at- 
tained is evidence that the qualities he possesses afford the means of distinc- 
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tion under a system of government in which places of honor and usefulness 
are open to all who may be found worthy of them. 

Mr. Kuser was born May 6, 1875. near Southport, Marion county, Indi- 
ana. He is the son of Samuel Jacob and Minerva J. (Larsh) Kuser. In 1879 
the family came to Nebraska and l>ought a farm in Lancaster county, twelve 
miles southeast of Lincoln, and there the son, William L., grew to maturity, 
assisting with the general work on the farm in the summer months and at- 
tending the rural schools in the wintertime, later attending Lincoln Normal 
University where he made an excellent record and from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1895, from the commercial department, later taking post-graduate 
work in the commercial and academic departments. .After finishing his course 
he became financially interested in that institution and remained as secretary 
of the same two or three years. Then, turning his attention to the legal pro- 
fession, he entered the law department of the University of Nebraska, but 
because of circumstances over which he had no control he was compelled to 
give up the law in 1898, although he had made an excellent start. Financial 
reverses overtaking him at this time, also had something to do with sending 
him back to the school room, and he secured a position in the Industrial 
School for Boys at Kearney, Nebraska, and remained there two years, then 
accepted a position in the Industrial School for Boys at Eldora, Iowa, as fam- 
ily manager. lie was also principal of the schools and he taught the higher 
grades with his usual pronounced success, remaining in that capacity until 
1904. when he resigned to finish his law course, which was done that year, 
having been graduated from the law department of the University of 
Nebraska. He then came back to Eldora to take up the work in the Industrial 
School. He was appointed assistant superintendent in 1904. in which capac- 
ity he served until 1907, when his work having been so eminently satisfactory 
he was appointed superintendent of the school, which position he has con- 
tinued to hold to the present time, discharging his duties in a manner that 
lias reflected much credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction of all. 
There were over fifty applicants for the position when he was appointed 
superintendent, he having been chosen solely for merit over many strong 
men. some with excellent political "pulls." applications having poured in 
from Oklahoma to Michigan, and the able manner in which he has managed 
the school is sufficient criterion to prove the wisdom of his selection. Besides 
superintending the general school work, he looks after teaching the trades, 
such as carpentering, brick laying, printing, farming, etc. His appointment 
was urged by many of Eldora' s prominent citizens who had taken note of his 
splendid work as assistant superintendent. He has conducted the school's 
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affairs successfully and without friction, his work meeting with the universal 
approval of the people of Eldora. One who has had extensive experience with 
truant boys said that this institution was ideal in every respect and he de- 
clares that the training, mental, physical and moral, given the boys here is 
vastly superior to that which would l>e afforded them in a shockingly large 
number of the homes throughout the country today. He puts the boys on 
their honor whenever possible. As an example of how attached the boys be- 
come to this school, the fact is cited that there are boys nineteen and twenty 
years old whose terms have expired, but who are not willing to leave until 
thev have become sufficiently capable tradesmen along various lines to go out 
and find honorable work for themselves. Mr. Kuser depends upon discipline 
and kindness, instead of fences and locked gates, to keep the boys at the 
school, and there is no politics in the management of the institution. He im- 
presses one as a thorough gentleman, free from pretense or bias, and he is 
engaging in personality, kind, generous and profoundly educated, keeping 
abreast of the times in all matters pertaining to his work. Since coming to 
Eldora he and his wife have been identified with the soctal life of the com- 
munitv and they have made a host of friends here. The interest he has 
shown in the educational and industrial phases of the school have won the 
heartv commendation of all concerned. lie has always stood for the highest 
grade of work in the class room, economy in the use of the public funds and 
thoroughness in all matters coming within the sphere of his authority. He 
exercises the greatest care ov er the buildings and grounds and looks after the 
comfort and welfare of all those under his care. Though still a young man. 
he has achieved success such as few attain in his line of work, but, not satis- 
fied with past results, he is pressing forward to still wider fields and higher 
honors and more efficient and far-reaching service. Mr. Kuser has ever pur- 
sued a straightforward course and his manly, independent spirit commands 
for him universal approbation. He has proven himself equal to every emcr- 
gencv in which he has been placed and to every position with which honored, 
and as a ripe scholar and gentleman of cultivated tastes and high ideals he 
fills a large place in the public view and enjoys to a marked degree the esteem 
and confidence of all with whom he comes into contact. 

The domestic life of Mr. Kuser began in 1897, when he was united in 
marriage w ith Lola K. Greene, a lady of culture and refinement and the 
daughter of \\ . L. and Emma Greene. Mrs. Kuser was born near Shoals. 
Indiana, and was a student at the Lincoln Normal University in Nebraska 
when she met Mr. Kuser. Her father was a prominent attorney at Kearney. 
Nelnaska. and served as congressman from the sixth congressional district of 
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that state. When Mr. Kuser was appointed assistant superintendent of the 
Industrial School at Eldora, Mrs. Kuser was assigned to the duties of matron 
of the school, which position she has filled in a manner reflecting much credit 
upon herself and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned. Two children 
have graced the union of Mr. and Mrs. Kuser, William Greene, seven years 
old, and Ruth Elizabeth, now two years old. 

Mr. Kuser is prominent in Masonic circles, having attained the thirty- 
second degree. He belongs to the blue lodge of Masons at Eldora and the 
consistory at Des Moines. He is also a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of America. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, while his wife affiliates with the Baptist church. 



WILLIAM KLAFFKE. 

It is a fact patent to all that the United States can boast of no better or 
law-abiding class of citizens than the great number of Germans who have 
found homes within her borders. Though holding dear and sacred the be- 
loved fatherland, they are none the less devoted to the fair country of their 
adoption, and should necessity require it would be willing to go forth to 
battle for the maintenance of its institutions. Among this large and highly 
respected class is the subject of this sketch, who for a number of years has 
been ranked as one of the up-to-date farmers of Buckeye township, Hardin 
county. 

William Klaffke was born in Suco, Germany, November 23, 1857. He 
is the son of Carl and Johanna (Ratke) Klaffke, both natives of the above 
named place. The father was a laborer in Germany and he emigrated to 
America in 1884, locating at Eldora, Iowa, where he remained four years, 
then lived in Radcliffe, Iowa, one year. He then moved to Sherman town- 
ship, Hardin county, where he made his home three years, later moving to 
Buckeye township. Being a hard worker, he secured a very good home and 
valuable property in the new world. His death occurred on July 27, 1896 ; 
his wife, who is now eighty years old, makes her home with her son, Will- 
iam, of this review. He was a member of the Evangelical church, to which 
his family also belongs. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Klaffke, named as follows: William, of this review; Caroline married Al- 
bert Foreman, of Buckeye township; Wilhelmina, Johanna and Bertha are 
deceased; Charlie is farming in Buckeye township. 
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William Klaffke was educated in Germany and was reared to manhood 
there. He emigrated to America in 1883 and lived at Eldora, Iowa, four 
years. On February 24, 1888, he was married to Adeline Radke, of Ques- 
dow, Germany. She was the daughter of Ernest and Caroline (Wetten- 
burg) Radke, both natives of the above named place. The father's death oc- 
curred in Germany, after which his widow and three children came to Ameri- 
ca in 1884 and located in Eldora, Iowa, and her death occurred at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Joachim Topp, in Sherman township, this county; her 
children are: Johanna, wife of Mr. Topp; Adeline, wife of Mr. Klaffke, of 
this review; Ernest, who is farming in Alden township. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. KlafTke, all still living 
at home, namely : Anna B. M., Emma A. P. and Herman Carl. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. KlafTke located in Sherman town- 
ship, Hardin county, where they lived four years. In 1891 they bought their 
home place of one hundred and sixty acres in section 16, Buckeye township, 
formerly known as the John Ellis place. Most of the improvements have 
been made by the subject, there having been only a small shanty and stable 
on it when Mr. Klaffke took possession. He has built a fine large home and 
good outbuildings, and his fields show careful tillage and scientific manage- 
ment. He built his residence in 1901 and his barn in 1903. He raises mixed 
stock, making a specialty of Duroc-Jersey Red hogs. He is an independent 
voter and has never been an office holder or seeker. He is also the owner of 
a valuable farm of one hundred and sixty acres in section 3, Ellis township, a 
part of the L. T. Beard place. He is deserving of much credit for what he 
has accomplished, having started in life a poor boy, worked most diligently 
for what he has and dealt honestly with his fellow men. 



E. C. AUSTIN. 

If for no other reason, the life history of E. C. Austin, well known 
farmer of Tipton township, Hardin county, should be contained in this work 
because he is one of the honored veterans of the great war of the Rebellion, 
who unhesitatingly gave up the pleasure of home associations and the oppor- 
tunities of business and offered his services and his life if need be in order 
that the nation might be perpetuated and the Stars and Stripes saved from 
treason and dishonor: but there are other reasons, one of which is that he 
has led a life of honesty and sobriety and another is that he has done much 
for the general good of his community here. 
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Mr. Austin comes to us from the old Bay state, his birth having occurred 
in Essex county, Massachusetts, on August 27, 1830. He is the son of 
Hiram and Harriet B. (Spauford) Austin, both of whom were born in the 
same vicinity as the subject, and there they grew to maturity, were educated 
and married, lived and died there. The father was of Irish descent and the 
mother of English extraction. They became the parents of seven children, 
namely: E. C, of this review; Nathan died during the Civil war at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, having been a member of Company F, Thirty-second Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry ; George is living in Essex county, Massachusetts, where 
Mary and Hattie also reside; Frank died in Los Angeles, California; Joseph 
lived at Hubbard, Iowa, but has now moved to Topeka, Kansas. 

E. C. Austin attended the common schools in Massachusetts and lived 
at home until the age of nineteen. In his youth he learned the shoemaker's 
trade. Believing that the newer state of Iowa held for him greater oppor- 
tunities, he came to Hardin county in 1862 and located at Point Pleasant, 
Tipton township. He lived there one year, then, on August 15, 1862, he 
enlisted in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, at Eldon, 
and was sent to the southern part of Missouri, and to Rock Island, Illinois, 
to guard prisoners. He was sent to Washington, D. C, where he remained 
one year, guai*ling fortifications, then was sent to Springfield, Illinois, where 
he was mustered out of the service in August, 1865. He was never wounded 
or in prison, but was sick for some time in the hospital at Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. 

After his career in the army Mr. Austin returned to Hardin county, 
Iowa, and secured wild land which he improved, transforming it into an ex- 
cellent farm, erected substantial and convenient buildings and where he has 
continued to reside to the present time, having made a very comfortable 
living and laid by a competency for his old age, owning a half section of 
valuable land in Tipton township. He has devoted his attention exclusively 
to farming and stock raising since the war. He raises grade cattle, draft 
horses and Duroc and Jersey Red hogs. No small part of his income has 
been derived from his fine stock which has ever found a very ready market 
owing to their superior quality. 

Politically, Mr. Austin is a Republican and he has always been loyal to 
party principles. He started in life in a small way, and by hard work and 
the exercise of good judgment he has become well fixed and is highly re- 
spected throughout the county. 

Mr. Austin was married in 1862 to Margaret J. Fryer, of Pennsylvania, 
who died in 1909. In January. 191 1, he was married to Georgia Layton, of 
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Iowa Falls, the widow of William Layton. Mrs. Austin's parents were James 
and Nancy Kane. The father, who was a veteran of the Civil war, died in 
1893; his widow is still living at Iowa Falls. 



WILLIAM ISAIAH REEP. 

An enumeration of those men of the present generation in Tipton town- 
ship, Hardin county, who have won honor and success for themselves and at 
the same time have benefited the locality to which they belong, would be in- 
complete were there failure to make specific mention of William Isaiah Ree{ 
who has sustained an enviable reputation in agricultural circles. Mr. Reep 
was born in Butler county, Pennsylvania, August 17. 1846, the son of Will- 
iam B. and Jane (Titus) Reep, both natives of Pennsylvania, where they 
grew to maturity and married, Mr. Reep devoting his life to farming. In 
1854 he moved with his family to Davenport, Iowa, and later to Rock Island 
county, Illinois, remaining there until about 1863, when he moved to Le- 
Claire, Scott county, Iowa, and after remaining there three years moved to 
Chickasaw, this state, and bought a farm which he operated three years, then 
came to Hardin county, securing one hundred and sixty acres in section 3, 
Tipton township. Here he improved his place, established a good home and 
remained until his death, in 1883, his wife having preceded him to the grave 
in 1875. He was a Republican and active in politics. He and his wife were 
members of the Lutheran church. They were the parents of the following 
ten children : Lewis died of the measles in Arkansas in the early sixties while 
in the Union army ; Henry lives at LeClaire, Iowa ; Mary Ann is the widow 
of Isaac Bamhart, of Tipton township, this county ; William Isaiah, of this 
review; Amos lives at Des Moines, Iowa; Sarah Jane lives in Tipton town- 
ship, this county; Fannie married Joseph Wagner and they live in South 
Dakota; Lavina was the wife of Luke Taylor, both of whom are deceased; 
a son died in infancy; Hannah was the youngest child. 

William I. Reep received his education in the rural schools and grew up 
on the home farm. As a boy he had to work hard during the crop seasons 
and walk two and a half miles to school during the brief winter months. He 
remained at home until his marriage, on April 10, 1867. to Margaret Jane 
Hall, of Wabash county, Indiana, the daughter of Joseph X. and Susan 
(Shoe) Hall, the father a native of Maryland and the mother of Ohio. Mov- 
ing from Ohio to Wabash county, Indiana, they lived there several years, then. 
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in 1863, went to Mitchell county. Iowa, locating on wild land near Osage, 
where they established a good home and in 1866 went to Chickasaw county. 
Iowa, and located near North Washington, later moving to Beloit. Kansas, 
where they got a claim and where Mrs. Hall died. In 1868 Mr. Hall came to 
Hardin county, Iowa, where he lived until his death in 1886, having been a 
very successful farmer. He was a Republican and he and his wife belonged 
to the United Brethren church. They were the parents of nine children, 
namely: Eli died of smallpox during the Civil war; Martha, who married 
James Simpson, is deceased ; John is farming near Portland, Oregon ; George 
is farming in Ellis township, this county; Nicholas is farming at Sidney, 
Nebraska; Margaret Jane, wife of Mr. Reep; Julia, who married John Smith, 
is deceased; Hannah is the widow of Asa Meeker, of Tipton township, this 
county; Sarah, who married James Rogers, is deceased. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Reep, namely: Laura is 
the wife of Ora Axtell, of Ellis township, this county; Mary is the wife of 
Homer Clinton, of Seward county, North Dakota, and they had eight chil- 
dren, Eugene, Calvin, Millard, Rosetta, Morilla, George, Lucy and one daugh- 
ter deceased. William Reep, who is farming in Mitchell county, Iowa, mar- 
ried Mary Shrodes and they have four children. Belle Reep married John 
Wood, of Seard county. North Dakota, and trtey have one child. Maude; 
Jennie married Miner Riley, of Pleasant township, this county, and they had 
eight children, Ralph, Clarence, Ray, Calvin (deceased), Ida, Lucile, Leah, 
Grace. 

About 1868 Mr. and Mrs. Reep located in Ellis township, Hardin 
county, where they remained one year, then moved to Tipton township, where 
they have since made their home. Mr. Reep owns sixty-eight acres in section 
3- He pays special attention to raising blooded stock, short-horn cattle, 
Chester White and Duroc-Jersey Red hogs, also Morgan horses. He finds a 
very ready market for his excellent live stock. 

Politically, Mr. Reep is a Republican and he has held some of the offices 
of his township. He and his wife are members of the Methodist church, of 
which he has been head of the Bible class for ten years and is active in church 
work. 



CARL KRUEGER. 

l> 

Of the large number of enterprising citizens which the far-away province 
of Pommern, Germany, has sent to Hardin county, Iowa, none of the younger 
generation have proven themselves to be men of greater aptitude in modern 
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agricultural work than Carl Krueger, of Grant township, his birth having 
occurred in Pomerania, Germany, on June 18, 1 871, and he is the son oi 
Albert and Caroline ( Bahr) Krueger. He grew up in his native land and 
there attended school, being twenty-three years old when, in 1895, he left his 
hearth and emigrated to America, having worked at various occupations. The 
following year his parents came. The subject came direct to Hubbard, Har- 
din county, Iowa, and in order to get a start worked out three years, then 
rented land in Grant township for two years, then moved into Tipton town- 
ship, where he continued farming, also farmed a year in Pleasant township. 
About 1903 he bought one hundred and sixty acres of good land in Grant 
township, where he now lives and which he has brought up to a high state of 
cultivation and improvement and on which he has made a very comfortable 
living. He raises a diversity of crops, live stock and orchard and garden prod- 
ucts, dealing in staple crops principally for a livelihood. 

On May 27, 1904, Mr. Krueger was united in marriage with Carrie 
Reifschneider, daughter of Peter Reifschneider and wife. Se was born at 
Laurel, Marshall county, Iowa. Her parents were from Hessen-Darmstadt, 
Germany, and they settled in Marshall county about 1880 and are still living 
there. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Krueger, Alice, Emma, 
Elmer and Man'. He and his family are members of the German Evangelical 
church at Hubbard. 

Mr. Krueger's mother is making her home with him, the father having 
died in 1907. Two brothers of the subject are living, Fred, of Rosten, Cana- 
da, and Albert, of Grant township, this county. Mr. Krueger is a progressive, 
honest and reliable gentleman who has won his way in life unaided. 



REV. W ILLIAM EDWIN STANLEY. 

No estimate of the immense amount of good that comes from a long, 
active and useful life like that of Rev. William Edwin Stanley, the well- 
known minister of Eldora, Hardin county, can be made, for it is far-reach- 
ing in its effects and will continue through coming generations, like the 
"light that shines more and more unto the perfect day." Few lives have beer: 
so unselfish, so pregnated with good deeds and so controlled by an insatiable 
desire to be kind and beneficial to his fellow men, but notwithstanding the un- 
bounded influence he wields in moulding public opinion and of the high trib- 
utes of praise freely accorded him by a vast horde of admirers wherever he 
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is known, he is entirely unassuming and unpretentious, content in the thought 
that he is continuously putting forth his best efforts in following the footsteps 
of the lowly Nazarene. 

Rev. Mr. Stanley is the scion of a sterling old New England family and 
he himself was born in the town of North Attleboro, Massachusetts, Septem- 
ber 28, 1844. He is the son of Sylvan and Susannah (Frye) Stanley. The 
Frye family came from the north of Ireland, and after the siege of London- 
derry, in which they took part, emigrated to the United States, locating in 
New Hampshire, with others of their countrymen, which colony founded 
Londonderry in that state. In the year 1700 they located at Andover, Massa- 
chusetts, and from these early colonial days to the present members of this 
family have figured more or less conspicuously in the development and 
progress of this country in various avenues of endeavor. Col. John Frye, the 
maternal great-grandfather of the subject, was an officer under Washington 
from July 4, 1775, to November, 1783, all through the Revolutionary war. 
rendering most faithful and efficient service in all the noted campaigns and 
battles in which the great leader took part, such as crossing the Delaware, at 
Valley Forge and many others. 

The Stanley family originally came from Derbyshire, England, emi- 
grating to America about the beginning of the eighteenth century, locating at 
Boston. During the war for independence the subject's great-grandfather 
Stanley was a public officer of the town of Attleboro, Massachusetts, and 
had charge of the prisoners and those who would not take the oath of alle- 
giance to the colonies. 

With the blood of such ancestors in his veins, it is no wonder that, al- 
though a mere boy. William E. Stanley should offer his services and his life, 
if need be, in defense of the old flag when the tocsin of war sounded in the 
early sixties, and he proved to be a very gallant soldier, according to his com- 
rades, as a member of the Fourth Heavy Artillery of Massachusetts, which 
was assigned to the Twenty-second Army Corps. He was honorably dis- 
charged from the service on June 16, 1865. and on May 23d of that year he 
was present at the Grand Review in Washington City. 

Returning to his native state, Mr. Stanley entered Phillips Academy at 
Andover, Massachusetts, where he made a splendid record and from which 
institution he was graduated with the class of 1869. Turning his attention 
to the ministry, he pursued a special course of study for a year, then entered 
Newton Theological Seminary and was a member of the graduating class 
there of 1873. He at once entered upon his career, having been called to and 
ordained in the First Baptist church at St. Cloud. Minnesota. July 31. 1873. 
and his work has since been confined for the most part to the Middle West. 
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He was the pastor at Red Wing. Minnesota, in 1876, at Troy, Ohio, in i8/<), 
at Austin, Minnesota, in 1882, at Wintersett, Iowa, in 1891. In 1892 he wis 
appointed financial secretary of Des Moines College, and in 1893 he was called 
to Atlantic, Iowa, and to Eldora in 1900. For five years he served as de- 
partment chaplain of Minnesota for the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
since 1900 lie has been chaplain of E. C. Buckner Post, Iowa department of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. During his pastorate at Eldora, the ne v 
Baptist parsonage, a large, attractive and modern dwelling, was erected. He 
is president of the lecture course committee of Eldora, which has been a suc- 
cess for nine years. He is trustee of the Eldora Public Library and chairman 
of the book committee. Fraternally, he is a member of the Modern Wood- 
men of America. Rev. Mr. Stanley is quite actively interested in public 
affairs, taking the part of a good citizen in public measures and reforms; 
strong and alert, energetic and persistent, he has marked influence for good 
in his community. He is independent in politics. In all the pastorates he held 
during his active ministry he was popular and built up the congregations, 
strengthened the work in all its departments and won his way quickly into 
the affections of his congregations. He is profundly versed in theology, a 
scholarly, high-minded, whole-souled gentleman, fearless and tireless as an 
investigator and he has the courage of his convictions. As a pulpit orator he 
is surpassed by few, always logical, forceful, earnest and often truly eloquent, 
never failing to interest and instruct his audience on whatever theme he 
chooses to discuss. Truly, he is a born leader of men. 

The happy and harmonious domestic life of Rev. Mr. Stanley began on 
November 22, 1877, at St. Cloud, Minnesota, when he was united in mar- 
riage with Anna Estella Spicer, of that city, she being the representative of 
an influential and highly honored family there and a lady of culture and re- 
finement. This union has been blessed with three children, living: Jessie L 
married T. S. Ford, of Chicago; Mamie L. married A. \V. Crane, superinten- 
dent of schools at Belle Plain, Iowa; Florence M. is art instructor in Central 
Wesleyan College at Warrenton, Missouri. They were all highly educated 
and are popular wherever they are known, reflecting in their daily lives the 
wholesome home atmosphere in which they were reared. 



GEORGE \V. SMITH. 

Few farmers in the locality of which this history treats seem to under- 
stand better the way in which to manage Iowa soil in order to get the largest 
returns from it than George W. Smith, of Tipton township, a man who has 
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succeeded because he has given his exclusive attention to his individual af- 
fairs, studied carefully the relation of soil to crops, climate and all the phases 
relating to improved farming. 

Mr. Smith was born in Coshocton county. Ohio, on February 14, 1854. 
He is the son of Christopher and Harriet (Sheldon) Smith, the father a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio, the former growing up in his 
native state, coming to Ohio when young and marrying there. They came to 
Hardin county, Iowa, in 1856 and settled in Pleasant township, north of 
Lawn Hill, and later moved to section 1, Tipton township, where they lived 
eighteen years. They then moved to Franklin county and remained there two 
years and there they both died. They were members of the Baptist church, 
and politically he was a Democrat and always a farmer. Their family con- 
sisted of fourteen children, namely: Margaret, wife of Henry Danger, lives 
in Pleasant township; Squire J. is deceased; John is living in this state; 
Thomas lives at Phillips. South Dakota ; Cloe lives at Iowa Falls, Iowa ; Mary 
P. lives at Waterloo, Iowa; Jennie is deceased; George \V., of this review; 
Sarah is deceased; Fannie is living at Cannon Ball, South Dakota; Emma 
lives in Kansas; Nettie lives in Bismarck. North Dakota; Clark is deceased; 
Joseph C. lives at Crystal Lake. Iowa. 

George W. Smith received a limited education in the public schools, and 
he started to work out at the age of fourteen. Thus he worked by the month 
until he was twenty-seven years of age. He farmed the home place one 
year and rented land and thereby got a start. He was first married in March. 
1&81, to Mary Swark, a native of Germany. She died in 1884. leaving one 
son, Charlie, who is nosv farming at Sioux Falls. South Dakota. In 1885 Mr. 
Smith married Martha Jones, who was born in Tipton township, this county, 
the daughter of Emalous and Charlotte Jones, of Colon, Michigan, who came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1856, and located on government land; he died on 
his farm here, but his widow is still living on the old place. 

Ten children were born to Mr. Smith and his second wife, namely: An- 
drew J. is farming at Crystal Lake, Iowa; Frank J., Joe C, George W., Jr.. 
Fannie, Leo. Daisy. Walter; Mary died October 12. 1896, and Bessie. 

After his marriage Mr. Smith settled in Tipton township and bought 
one hundred and twenty acres of land in sections 29 and 30, remaining there 
three years, then he lived at different places until 1886. when he bought where 
he now lives in section 19, Tipton township. He has two hundred and forty 
acres in the home place, also one hundred and fifty-three acres in another part 
of this township, and one hundred and twenty acres east of the home place. 
He has some of the choicest land of Hardin county, and he keeps it well im- 
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proved and in first-class condition and carefully tilled. He has a beautiful 
home, modern and well furnished and many substantial outbuildings and 
farming machinery of latest designs. In connection with general farming, hi 
raises Durham cattle and does quite a dairy business. He feeds a great many 
cattle and also raises Poland-China hogs, draft horses, and owing to the high 
grade stock he handles they always bring fancy prices. He is regarded as on! 
of the best judges of live stock in the county. Everything about his place 
denotes thrift, good management and industry. He is held in high esteem 
by all who know him, being honorable in all life's relations. Mr. Smith is a 
Republican. 



HENRY B. GOGERTY. 

The life of Henry B. Gogerty, one of Grant township's progressive and 
enterprising farmers, has been one of unceasing industry and perseverance 
and the systematic and honorable methods he has followed have won him the 
unbounded confidence of his neighbors and all with whom he has had dealings. 

Mr. Gogerty was born on November 3, 1857, at Illinois Grove, Marshall 
county. Iowa, whither the family had gone to spend the winter, the regular 
home of the family at that time being in section 33, Grant township, Hardin 
county. He is the son of Bernard R. Gogerty and wife, a sketch of whom 
is to be found elsewhere in this book. 

Henry B. Gogerty grew to manhood on the home farm, where he worked 
in the summer and attended the common schools in the winter months. He 
grew up when the country was wild and he saw and took part in its develop- 
ment, so that, although he is only in the prime of life, he may be called a 
pioneer of this locality. 

Mr. Gogerty was married in i88q to Anna L. Patzer, daughter of Louis 
Patzer and wife, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere. After his marriage 
the subject went to live on a farm of forty acres, in section 28, Grant town- 
ship, having previously bought the land. Here he farmed two years, then 
rented it out and went on the road as traveling salesman for L. C. Austin & 
Company, of Chicago, selling road machinery, etc., being with them four 
years, then went with the Western Wheel Scraper Company, of Aurora. Illi- 
nois, for two years, later being with the Deering Harvester Company. He 
made a marked success as a traveling salesman and was regarded by each of 
the firms which he represented as one of their ablest and most trusted em- 
ployes. During this time he made his home at Tracy, Minnesota. In 1901 he 
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returned to Grant township, Hardin county, and took up farming again, 
which he continued with ever increasing success to the present time. Start- 
ing with forty acres which he purchased with his own earnings, he now has 
one hundred and sixty acres in sections 27 and 28. This he has well im- 
proved and on it stand a pleasant home and good outbuildings. He always 
keeps a good grade of live stock. 

Mr. Gogerty and wife have two children, William H. and Louis F. The 
former married Nellie Adams, of Lincoln township, Story county, and is 
now fanning on his father's farm ; they have one daughter, Mary Catherine. 
The other son of the subject is at home. 

Mr. Gogerty is a Republican and he has held a number of township 
offices, always with much credit. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias. 
He is a genial, obliging, public-spirited gentleman whom it is a pleasure to 
meet. 



ARCH MOSSMAN. 

One of the leading farmers and stock men of Tipton township, Hardin 
county, and a man whom to know is to respect and confide in is Arch Moss- 
man, who was born in Mercer county, Illinois, January 23, 1844. He is the 
son of George and Hannah (Brown) Mossman, an excellent family of the 
Sucker state, both natives of Virginia, where they spent their early lives, mov- 
ing to La Porte county, Indiana. In 1850, they removed to Mercer county, 
Illinois, locating near Keithsburg, where Mr. Mossman followed his trade 
cf blacksmith and also engaged in farming, having secured wild land in Illi- 
nois, which he cleared and improved. He became very comfortably estab- 
lished here and made his home here until 1854, when he moved to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and settled ten miles west of Eldora, in section II, Tipton 
township. He obtained government land, bought and sold land for awhile, 
and made a success farming and stock raising, becoming well established and 
well known here, influential in the early days. He continued to reside on his 
farm until his death, on October 23, 1866, his wife dying in about 1888. They 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal church and their family consisted 
of the following children : Eli, who married Louisa Van Etten and became a 
farmer in this county, is now deceased ; Margaret lives in Mercer county, Illi- 
nois; Isam is a retired furniture dealer, living in Portland, Oregon; George, 
who married Sarah Warington, became a farmer in Hardin county, Iowa, 
and is now deceased; Henry, who married Hester Southwick, is deceased; 
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Samuel E., who was a farmer in this county, is now deceased; Arch, of this 
review ; Andrew is farming in Tipton township, this county. 

Arch Mossman, of this review, received only a limited education, but he 
has become a widely read man. He lived at home until his marriage, in 
March, 1874, to Julia Simplot, of Dubuque, Iowa, the daughter of Francis 
and Julia Simplot, the father a blacksmith who located at Iowa Falls, this 
state, and there his death occurred in about 1892; his widow is still living. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mossman: Lena May 
married Henry Palo, a farmer in Tipton township, this county, and they are 
the parents of four children, Harry, Cora, Frank and Willie; Frank Moss- 
man married Daisy Wiseman, is living on a farm in this township, and they 
have one child, Barbara; Rosie Mossman married, on March 31, 1907, Henry 
Coomer, of Hardin county, the son of John and Matilda (Follet) Coomer, 
and his death occurred in 1897; his widow, who is now living in Wichita, 
Kansas, has one son, Loyd. 

The wife of Mr. Mossman was called to her rest on October 16. 1909. 
She was an excellent woman and had many friends in this township. 

After 1874 Mr. Mossman located on section II, Tipton township, this 
county, and has lived here continuously to the present time, retiring from 
active work in 1908. He is the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and 
seventy-five acres of valuable land. He has always been a farmer and stock 
raiser and has been very successful. He has been a breeder of short-horn 
cattle, Poland-China hogs and draft horses, his fine stock always finding a 
very ready sale. He is loyal to Republican policies and has held very' *a tis * 
factorily many of the township offices. 



CLARK E. MAINE. 

It would not be an easy task to find a more progressive citizen in Hardin 
county than Clark E. Maine, substantial farmer and stock man, who, by an 
unusually active and industrious career, in which he has relied solely upon his 
own tact and judgment, has accumulated a very valuable landed estate and a 
competency, and is deserving of the favor in which he is held by all who know 
him. 

Mr. Maine was born on March 21, 1859, in Sussex, New Jersey, the son 
of Jacob D. and Elizabeth (Emery) Maine, both of that place. The father 
was an old-line Whig and prominent in public affairs, having been a member 
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of the Legislature and he held other offices, and he was a stanch Methodist. 
He was the son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Divas) Maine, also natives of 
that county, but of German extraction. They spent their lives on a farm and 
on their farm the first Methodist church was organized in that county. There 
were six children in their family : Jacob D.. born in 1806. father of the subject ; 
William, Abraham, John W.. Frederick and Eveline, all now deceased. George 
Emery, maternal grandfather of the subject, was born March 15. 1788. and 
married Elizabeth Hein, June 6, 1809; she was born June 10. 1786. They 
were both natives of Sussex county, New Jersey, and they were the parents 
of these children: John H., born June 6, 1810; Hannah, born April 9. 1812; 
Jacob, born January 22, 1815; Elizabeth, born August 17, 1817; Margaret, 
born December 16, 1820; Nathan, born July 26. 1823; Mary J., born June 7, 
1826; David, born April 28, 1829. 

Jacob D. Maine, father of the subject, was educated in the common 
schools and he learned the carpenter's trade early in life and worked for John 
I. Blair, well known in New Jersey, later he bought a large farm in Sussex 
county, that state, and there he lived until his death. December 19. 1877, his 
widow dying on April 5, 1878. lie first married Elizabeth T. Middleswarth. 
who was born November 24, 1809, and died June 20, 1836. Two children 
were born to them, Elizabeth, who died September 28, 1855, and Mary, who 
married John Airs, of Sussex county, New Jersey. His second wife was 
Elizabeth Emery and they were the parents of these children: Delia, born 
October 1. 1839, married Charles Starkhouse and is now deceased; Julia A., 
born December 4, 1841 : Jane, born August 5, 1843 ; Nelson, born June 23, 
1846, died when seven years old; Martha, born March 16, 1848, is deceased; 
Hannah, born May 5, 1850; Charles, born May 13. 1852, is a minister now 
living retired in Minneapolis, Minnesota; Eveline, born March 28, 1855, lives 
?t Eldora, Iowa; George \V., born November 17. 1856, is a minister in the 
Methodist church at Valiska. Iowa. 

Clark E. Maine, of this review, was educated at Albion and Dexter, 
Iowa. He came to Hardin county, this state, on April 4, 1883, and located in 
Tipton township, and here he has applied himself to his chosen vocation with 
pronounced results, being now the owner of one of the model farms of the 
county, consisting of three hundred and fourteen acres, which is in a high 
state of cultivation and improvement and which yields abundant harvests 
under his skillful management. He has made all the present improvements, 
including his substantial and beautiful home. In connection with general 
farming he devotes special attention to raising blooded stock, short-horn cat- 
tle, Duroc-Jersey Red hogs and draft horses, all of which find a very ready 
sale owing to their superior quality. 
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Mr. Maine was married on January i, 1887, to Sadie C. Doty, who wis 
born June 19, 1864, in Pleasant township, Hardin county. She is the daughter 
of Peter II. Doty, who was born November 24, 1830, in Orange county, Nrv 
York, from which place he went to Sussex county, New York, where hs 
early life was spent, his parents having been natives of that state. The father 
died in 1842 and the mother in 1851. They were the parents of four children: 
Margaret ]., widow of Jeptha Meeker, of New Jersey, John, Hannah and 
Peter. Peter H. Doty married Mary E. Mead on November 25, 1854. She 
was born in Orange county, New York. Soon afterwards they went to In- 
diana, where they remained a short time, then moved to Eldora, Iowa, locat- 
ing in Eldora township, whence, after a brief residence, they moved to Union 
township, and on November 9, 1855, moved to Pleasant township, locating in 
section 32 ; their children were : George E.. born September 30, 1857; Charles 
A., born February 26, i860; Sadie C, wife of the subject; James F., born 
April 4, 1869; Martha, born April 27, 1872. Mr. Doty was always a Demo- 
crat, and held several local offices, including that of constable. His wife was 
a native of Connecticut. The mother was born in New Jersey, where they 
were married. The father died July 25, 1862. They were well known and 
highly respected. Mr. Doty died April 7, 1909, and Mrs. Doty's death oc- 
curred on April 29, 1906. 

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Maine, namely: Elmer 
Scott, born August 16, 1890, was graduated from the high school at Hubbard 
in 1909 and has been teaching successfully in the district schools the past two 
years; he is a skillful electrician and mechanic by trade. Clarence Elwood 
Maine, who was born July 28, 1893, is attending school at Iowa Falls. 

Politically, Mr. Maine is a Republican and he was township trustee, 
school director for several years and treasurer of Tipton township for six- 
teen years. He and his wife are members of the Methodist church at Hub- 
bard, Iowa. Mr. Maine has a modern home. He has his own private electric 
plant, from which his home is lighted. 



HON. JAMES H. FUNK. 

One of the notable men of his day and generation, who has gained 
success and recognition for himself and at the same time honored his county 
and state by distinguished services in important trusts, is Hon. James H 
Funk, of Iowa Falls, who has long held worthy prestige among the profes- 
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sional and public men of central Iowa. Distinctively a man of affairs, whose 
broad and liberal ideas command respect, he has for many years filled a con- 
spicuous place in the public eye. and as a leader in many important civic enter- 
prises as well as a notable figure in the political arena of his day. he has con- 
tributed much to the welfare of his fellow men and attained distinction in a 
field of endeavor where sound erudition, mature judgment and talents of a 
high order are required. Aside from his honorable standing in private and 
public life, there is further propriety in according him representation in a 
biographical compendium of the province of the one at hand, for Hardin 
county has been the scene of the major part of his life's earnest efforts and 
extensive achievements, having for many years been a potent factor in busi- 
ness enterprises of extensive magnitude and where he also commands the 
esteem and confidence of all classes and conditions of the populace, a man 
widely admired for his uniform and never- failing courtesy, his honorable 
methods of business and his unquestioned public spirit. 

Mr. Funk belongs to an old, influential and highly esteemed family that 
figured more or less conspicuously in various walks of life in the early his- 
tory of the Buckeye state, he himself having been born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, on February 15, 1842. He is the son of Abraham and Margaret (Hutch- 
inson) Funk, and is the oldest of a family of ten children. He is a fine 
type of the self-made, self-educated successful American who, in the face of 
all obstacles, rises, unaided, to positions of influence and prominence. In all 
his life he attended school only seventeen days. He was brought up on the 
home farm and was obliged to work hard during his lxnhood days, assisting 
in the support of the family, but, having an insatiable thirst for knowledge, 
he managed to find time to study in the evenings and he has been a wide and 
miscellaneous reader, thus becoming familiar with general topics in the world 
of literature, science and civic life. In i860 he began to teach school in the 
w inter and farm in the crop season, but all the while pursuing his studies sys- 
tematically. The family had moved to LaSalle county, Illinois, in 1850. 

James H. Funk was one of the loyal sons of the Union who. when the 
tocsin of war sounded, gladly offered his services and. if need be. his life, in 
its defense, enlisting in 1862 in what was afterwards known as the Fifty- 
third Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but before being mustered in he was placed 
on detached service. After the war he returned home and in 1866, having 
previously married, he and his wife settled on a farm in Livingston county. 
Illinois, but he soon took up the study of law and was admitted to the bar in 
187 1 and moved at once to Odell. that state, where he began the practice of 
his profession. He immediately made his debut into politics, and, his talents 
(32) 
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being readily recognized by party leaders, he was elected prosecuting attorney 
of Livingston county in 1872, which position he held with great success for a 
period of four years. He was then elected city attorney* for seven successive 
years. Meanwhile he had been making rapid strides as a lawyer, figuring 
prominently in the important cases of that county. In 1884 ill health com- 
pelled him to retire from the law, although he enjoyed the best practice of any 
lawyer in Livingston county at that time. He resumed farming, but kept in 
an active interest in public affairs and he served with distinction two terms in 
the Illinois Legislature and held various other offices of trust and responsibil- 
ity. In 1890 he came to Iowa and located on a farm near Iowa Falls. He 
was for some time extensively engaged in the horse business, and, prospering 
by reason of close application and good management, he became the pos- 
sessor of several as good farms as the great Hawkeve state can boast, and 
he still owns them. His reputation as a public official had transcended the 
borders of Illinois and he soon became a prominent figure in Iowa politics 
and in 1893 was elected a member of the House in the twenty-fifth General 
Assembly, in which he made his influence felt for the good of his locality and 
the state. He was chairman of the committee on the suppresson of intem- 
perance, introducing and taking a leading part in the management of the bill 
now known as the "mulct law," which law has stood the test of various su- 
preme court decisions and is still the accepted solution of the liquor problem 
in Iowa. Mr. Funk spent a great deal of time on the bill and he deserves much 
credit for the wisdom with which it was drafted and the clever work done in 
securing its passage. He made such a brilliant and universally commendable 
record in the House that he was re-elected to the twenty-sixth General As- 
sembly, of which he was chairman of the ways and means committee and as 
such took a prominent part in revising the revenue laws. He was also chair- 
man of the special committee charged with the duty of investigating the 
expenditure of the public money in the various departments of state govern- 
ment of Iowa. As a result of his investigations many additional safeguards 
of the people's money were enacted into laws. His record had been such as 
to make him the logical leader of the House and his election to the speaker- 
ship of the next Legislature was freely predicted during that session. He 
might easily have been nominated and elected state senator had he desired it. 
but he preferred to remain in the House and he was re-elected by a very large 
majority. He was unanimously chosen speaker of the twenty-seventh Gen- 
eral Assembly, in which capacity he won the admiration, commendation and 
respect of men of all parties by his upright conduct, his opposition to every- 
thing that had the appearance of extravagance or irregularity and his pro- 
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found knowledge of questions and issues of the day. As speaker of the 
House he was independent, seeking to do his full duty as he saw and under- 
stood the right, refusing to be biased or dictated to by any man or set of 
men. being fearless and unswerving in defending the rights of the common- 
wealth, an original and tireless investigator and ever vigilant of the rights of 
the people whom he sought to serve in the light of justice. 

Mr. Funk has at all times manifested a lively interest in political affairs 
and has been an active and valuable campaigner for the Republican party in 
5 all the campaigns since he entered the political arena, often speaking not only 
* in Iowa but in other states, such as Michigan, Illinois and South Dakota, and 
he has always attracted attention by his sane, logical and masterly presentation 
of facts, having few equals and no superiors as a stump speaker, his argu- 
ments being earnestly and forcefully, often eloquently, presented and defended 
adroitly and convincingly, having long made a careful study of political mat- 
ters and kept fully abreast of the times on all current topics — in fact, few men 
: '' are better posted on national affairs. 

After his term as speaker of the House expired, Mr. Funk. William 
Welden, \V. V. Shipley, \V. H. Woods and E. S. Ellsworth promoted and 
built the Des Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern railroad, now the St. Paul & 
Des Moines railroad, from Des Moines to Mason City, much of the financial 
success and popularity of this excellent road being due to the rare business 
acumen, foresight, keen discernment and able management of Mr. Funk, who 
was secretary of the road for eight years, a member of the board of directors 
for seven years and he has been its general counsel for eleven years, still 
holding that position in a manner that stamps him as a man thoroughly 
grounded in all phases of jurisprudence. He was mayor of the city of Iowa 
Falls from April. 1902, until April, 1906. 

Mr. Funk was first married to Elizabeth J. Gibson, of Livingston county, 
Illinois, on August 15, 1862. Her death occurred on July 3. 1865. leaving a 
daughter eighteen months old. named Lucinda Idilla. now the wife of Hon. 
J. R. Gammon, of Buffalo. Wyoming. Mr. Funk was again married on 
November 7, 1866. his last wife" being known in her maidenhood as Emily J. 
Gardiner, of Chautauqua county. New York, the daughter of Benjamin and 
Leah (Brownell) Gardiner, an excellent family of the Empire state. Mrs. 
Funk is a lady of culture and the possessor of many winning attributes. Two 
children have graced this union, namely: Cynthia A., who married C. S. 
Coats, now of Iowa Falls, and Edna E.. who married L. W. Ball, now en- 
gaged in the mercantile business at Williams. Iowa. They both received 
every educational advantage and are women of refinement. 
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Fraternally. Mr. Funk is a Mason, having attained the Knight Templa' 
degree; he also belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and lias 
taken the degrees in the encampment and the canton. Religiously, he is a 
Unitarian. 

Sufficient has been said to indicate the esteem in which Mr. Funk is held 
bv the mas>es and to show that he is essentially cosmopolitan in liis ideas, a 
man of the people in all the term implies and in the best sense of the word?, 
representative type of that strong, virile American manhood which commands 
and retains respect by reason of inherent worth, sound sense and correct con- 
duct. None have made letter use of their time and opportunities and he stands 
today one of the m<>st representative men in Iowa, and, measured by the 
accepted standard of excellence, his career has been eminently honorable and 
useful and his life fraught with great good to his fellow men and to the world. 



ISAAC BARNHART. 

No citizen has lived in Tipton township, Hardin county, in recent years 
who has left behind him a worthier record and a cleaner reputation than the 
late Tsaac Barnhart. a man whom to know w as to respect and admire, for he 
was industrious, public-spirited, generous and a good neighbor and loyal 
friend. 

Mr. Barnhart was born in Butler county, Pennsylvania. September 22. 
18 jl, and there he spent his early youth, moving with his parents to Miami 
countv. Indiana, in 1844. where the family lived ten years. They moved from 
there to Marshall county, Iowa, then took up a claim in section 4. Tipton 
township, Hardin county, in November, 1855. but they did not settle there 
until 1870. Isaac Barnhart is the son of Daniel and Susanna (Reis) Barn- 
hart. natives of Butler county, Pennsylvania, the father having been a cabi- 
netmaker in early life, later a farmer. There were five children in his fam- 
ilv, namely: Amos, Joel, Henry, Phoebe and Isaac. The subject received a 
limited education in the common schools, and in 1854 he went to Winneshiek 
county. Iowa, and in November. 1855, selected a claim in section 4. Tipton 
township, Hardin county, of one hundred and twenty-six acres. lie did not 
begin to improve the same until 1870. It w as w ild land and he placed all the 
improvements on the same. Prior to this he had lived in various parts of the 
county. On June 2, 1870. he married Mary Ann Reep. born in Butler county. 
Pennsylvania, and the daughter of William and Jane (Titus) Reep. both 
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natives of Butler county, Pennsylvania. In 1855 this family moved to Rock 
Island county, Illinois, and after living there several years, moved to Scott 
county, Iowa, where they remained three years and then moved to Chickasaw 
county, Iowa, and lived there three years, thence moved to Tipton township, 
Hardin county. The father's death occurred in March, 1883. and the mother 
died in 1875. They were members of the Lutheran church, and politically 
he was a Republican, but never aspired to public office. They were the par- 
ents of ten children : Lewis, w ho as a member of Company K, Twentieth Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, died at Holly Springs, Mississippi; Henry, who lives at 
LeClaire, Iowa, married Elizabeth Miller; Mary Ann, wife of the subject; 
William I. is farming in Tipton township, this county; Sarah Jane married 
Andrew Mossman, of Grant township, this county: Amos T. is a farmer; 
Fannie married Joseph Wagner, of Flora. Iowa; Lavina. who married L. 
Taylor, is deceased ; Hannah is also deceased. 

Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Barnhart, namely: Daniel 
F., Susanna Jane. John Henry. Martha Catherine. Isaac Albert and Edwin 
Oliver. They have all been well educated. Edwin and Isaac having attended 
Ellsworth College in 1908 and 1909. 

Isaac Barnhart started in life in a small way, but he succeeded and left 
his family a very desirable property- Politically he was a Democrat and a 
member of the Methodist church, as is also his wife. The death of this ex- 
cellent citizen occurred on Noverber 3. 1908. 



ROBERT McBRIDE. 

No more painstaking or up-to-date farmer could be found within the 
limits of Hardin county than Robert McBride, as a glance over his well cul- 
tivated and well kept fields will show, his place in Tipton township being in 
every respect a model twentieth-century farm. 

Mr. McBride was born in Bureau county. Illinois, February 28. 1858. 
He is the son of James and Martha (Alexander) McBride. both natives of 
Ireland, the father born in county Antrim and the mother in county Derry. 
She came to Canada as a child with her parents and there they died, after 
which she came to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with her brothers. James 
McBride emigrated to America in 1847 and located in Philadelphia, where 
he remained seven years and where he and Martha Alexander were married, 
after which they went to Bureau county, Illinois, where they lived on a farm 
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until 1863, when they moved to Clinton county, Iowa, where they lived on a 
farm until 1866, when they moved to Hardin county, this state, securing a 
farm in Eldora township, southeast of Eldora. Remaining there three years, 
they moved to Tipton township, one-half mile west of Point Pleasant, secur- 
ing a good farm of one hundred and sixty acres in section 9, but they did not 
move on the place until tour years after they had bought it. There they re- 
mained until 1879, when they moved to Tipton township, where Mr. McBride 
still resides, having there a fine farm. His wife passed away in April, 1910. 
She was a good woman, a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, as is 
also Mr. McBride. Eight children were born to them, namely : Jane is living 
in Colorado: Martha lives in Johnson county. Missouri; Annie lives in Tama 
county, Iowa; Robert, of this review; William is farming in Buckeye town- 
ship, this county; Sara died January 19, 1882, when eighteen years of age; 
Thomas died December 29, 1881, when fifteen years old; John is farming in 
Buckeye township, this county. 

Robert McBride received only a limited schooling, but he has become a 
widely read man. He lived at home until his marriage, on March 18, 1885. 
to Anna M. Montgomery, a native of county Cavan, Ireland, the daughter of 
Hugh and Maria (Lang) Montgomery, both natives of county Cavan, Ire- 
land; the father was a farmer and spent his life in his home country, dying in 
J 876. His widow came to America and died in Tama county, Iowa, in 
1901 ; it was in 1880 that she brought her eight children to America, locating 
in Tama county. Six of the children are living, namely : William died in 
August, 1892; Maggie lives in Ames, Iowa; Robert lives in Tama county, 
Iowa; Anna M., wife of the subject; Sarah lives in Tama county. Iowa; and 
there also resides Martha; Hugh died January 6, 191 1; Eliza died Sep- 
tember 17, 1 901. 

To Mr. and Mrs. McBride seven children were born, namely : Martha is 
the wife of Henry Kcilsmeier, of Hubbard, Iowa; Lucy is the wife of Roy 
Redout, of Buckeye township, this county; Sadie, William, Thomas, Hattie 
and Wesley arc all at home. They, have all been educated in the home schools, 
Thomas attending school at Hubbard. 

Since their marriage Mr. and Mrs. McBride have lived on their present 
farm in Tipton township. He has a well improved place and a very substan- 
tial and pleasant home and outbuildings. He has devoted his life to farming 
and stock raising and has been repaid with a large measure of success. He is 
known as a raiser of short-horn cattle, and for many years he has been a 
breeder of thoroughbred Jersey Red hogs, and he raises a most excellent grade 
of Percheron horses, all of his live stock finding a very ready sale owing to 
their fine quality. 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN* COUNTY. IOWA. 



Mr. McBride and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
in their neighborhood. He always voted the Republican ticket, but is now a 
Prohibitionist. He has never been an aspirant for any public ofrice. 



OLIVER E. CURTIS. 

The biographies of enterprising men, especially of good men, arc in- 
structive as guides and incentives to others. The examples they furnish of 
patient purpose and steadfast integrity strongly illustrate what is in the 
power of each to accomplish. Some men belong to no exclusive class in life; 
apparently insurmountable obstacles have in many instances awakened their 
dormant faculties and served as a stimulus to carry them to ultimate success, if 
not renown. The instances of success in the face of adverse fate would seem 
almost to justify the conclusion that self-reliance, with a half chance, can ac- 
complish any reasonable object. The life of Oliver E. Curtis, well known 
and successful carpenter and contractor of Steamboat Rock, Clay township. 
Hardin county, is an example in point, for, by his individual efforts and close 
adherence to his every duty, he has overcome the obstacles encountered on the 
highway of life and is now very comfortably fixed regarding this world's 
affairs and has at the same time won a reputation for right living among his 
fellow men. 

Mr. Curtis, like many of the enterprising citizens of Hardin and adjoin- 
ing counties, is a native of the old Buckeye state, his birth having occurred in 
the city of Ashtabula. Ohio, on July 14, 1846. He is the son of Charles Curtis, 
a native of Vermont, who spent his life in agricultural pursuits, the last few- 
years at Union, Tuscola county. Iowa. He was a sterling Xew Englander 
and succeeded in establishing a comfortable family home. 

Oliver E. Curtis, of this review, came to Steamboat Rock, Iowa, in the 
fall of 1863. He received a good common school education and started out 
in life as a wagonmaker. which he followed some years with reasonable suc- 
cess, but later turned his attention to farming, which he made pay, and spent 
several years tilling the soil. Finally he took up carpentering and contracting, 
in which line of endeavor he is still engaged, enjoying a large and ever in- 
creasing business. He is regarded as one of the most skilled and careful 
workmen in the countv and his services arc in great demand. 

Mr. Curtis was married in 1S76 to Margaret Pence, daughter of William 
Pence, a highly honored early settler in this part of Hardin county. Two 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, namely: Carrie, wife of 
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John Williamson, of this county, and Ettie, wife of Peter Wheeligan, living 
in Marshalltown. The first wife of Mr. Curtis passed to her rest in 1884 and 
in 1888 he married Ella Pence, sister of his first wife. This union was with- 
out issue, and she died in August, 1908. 

Politically, Mr. Curtis is a Republican and he has always been deeply in- 
terested in the general progress of his community and county in civic as well 
as material affairs. 



I 

JESSE B. MEYERS. 

Among the influential citizens and prominent business men of Whitten. 
Hardin county, Iowa, none has been more successful or holds a higher place 
in the regard of the community than does Jesse B. Meyers. His long life has 
been full of interesting events and has been one of much service to the world. 

Jesse B. Meyers was born in Claiborne county, Tennessee, on January 4. 
1846. the son of Isaac and Catherine (Trease) Meyers. Isaac Meyers fanned 
in Claiborne county, the native county of himself and his wife, until 1848. 
when he, with the Trease family, drove an ox team through to Jasper county, 
Iowa. They encountered terrible roads and many hardships. He located a 
timber tract, and in 185 1 entered one hundred and twenty acres where Mar- 
shalltown now stands. After remaining there one year he moved to the 
neighborhood of Liscomb, Hardin county, and took up three hundred and 
twenty acres of wild land which he improved and on which he lived until his 
death. At first the only meat which his family had was wild game, which 
was killed and salted down, and Isaac Meyers has shot deer from his front 
door. He died in 1900, at the age of eighty-two, his wife in 1906. aged 
eighty-five. Isaac Meyers was always a rugged, hearty man. and in his life 
never required a doctor's services; his wife was in poor health for many 
years. He was a man of prominence in his community, was a Democrat, 
and held the office of justice of the peace for many years, in which capacity 
he won much recognition for the justice of his decisions and also served as 
postmaster. He was a member of the Christian church. 

Isaac and Catherine Meyers were the parents of eleven children, namely : 
James served in the Civil war for four years, was in mercantile business at 
Liscomb after the war, and is now a butter and egg merchant at Marshall- 
town; William served in Company B, Eleventh Iowa Infantry, with his 
brother James, and was killed on July 22, 1864, at Atlanta, Georgia ; J. B. ; 
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John W. was a teacher and died in 1869; Thomas was the second white child 
l>orn in Marshall county, Iowa, and owns part of the old place in Marshall 
county, where he lives; Samuel is a ranchman in Boulder, Wyoming; Caro- 
line lives in Oregon; Rosaline, the widow of Sylvester Hauser. lives in Lis- 
conib, Iowa; Nelson is much of a traveler, and was last heard from in Alaska; 
Alice and Celeste are deceased. 

J. B. Meyers attended the old log schools, and later went to Albion Col- 
lege, which he left to go to war. In January, 1864, he enlisted in Company B, 
Eleventh Iowa Infantry, at Marshalltow n, and was sent to Yicksburg. His 
regiment was in the Atlanta campaign, and on July 22, 1864. Mr. Meyers 
was captured, and confined for five months in Andersonvillc prison, then was 
transferred to Florence prison, in South Carolina, from which he was paroled 
in 1865, and came out almost a walking skeleton, weighing only seventy 
pounds with his overcoat. In 1906. under happier circumstances. Mr. Meyers 
attended the unveiling of the Andersom ille monument, and he has in his 
possession a cane made from the wood of the old prison. James Meyers, who 
enlisted in 186 r . served to the close of the war. and took part in the Grand 
Review under Sherman. William enlisted in 1862. was wounded on July 21, 
1863. but in spite of wounds kept on until the day on which his brother was 
captured, July 22. 1864. when he met his death. 

At the close of the war J. B. Meyers was too weak for physical labor, so 
he attended school at Albion for awhile, then was in the dry goods business 
at Liscomb for four years, bought the store and owned it seven years, then 
tried to farm, but on account of his health had to give it up. Me was married 
on Deceml)er 24, 1873. to Nettie K. Springer, of Grundy county. Iowa, the 
daughter of A. J. and Cynthia W. (Weed) Springer, natives of New York 
who came to Jackson county, Iowa, in 1854. and later moved to McHenry 
county, Illinois, and in May. 1861. to Grundy county. Mr. Springer was an 
able farmer, and on his retirement moved to Whitten, where he died in 1889, 
and where his wife still lives. Two of their children are living. James R.. a 
farmer and fruit raiser at Halley. Oregon, and Mrs. Meyers. Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyers are the parents of two daughters. Ada I., at home, and Bessie A., the 
wife of the Rev. Thomas N. Hauser, pastor of the Christian church at 
Union, Iowa, living at No. 990 Twenty-fifth street. Des Moines. Iowa, where 
he is attending Drake University. 

In 1880 Mr. Meyers moved to Whitten and opened the first hardware 
store in the village, which he kept for twenty-six and one-half years, and on ac- 
count of his unswerving integrity and keen business ability, was very success- 
ful. He sold this business in 1907 and in the spring of 1910 laid out the 
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Meyers addition to Whitten. Mr. Meyers was prominent in the organization 
of the Whitten State Savings Bank, and was made president. This bank has 
a capital of fifteen thousand dollars, and is progressing in a manner gratifying 
to its organizers. Truman Welton is vice-president; Frank Lindeman, cash- 
ier; the directors arc J. B. Meyers, Truman Welton, Ed. Lockard, Wesley 
Allen, William Parrish, Thomas Stanborough and N. O. Hauser. For four 
years Mr. Meyers was postmaster at Whitten. In politics he is a Democrat 
and was the first mayor of Whitten and for nine years a school director. Fra- 
ternally, he is a member of the Odd Fellows at Liscomb, and is also a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic at Union. Mr. Meyers is known to many 
people about Whitten and his character and attainments command much re- 
spect. As a man and as a merchant, he has ever been upright and honorable, 
in family relations kind and loving, while in social assemblages he is a good 
companion, a man of whom any community would be proud. 



ALBERT ALFRED LEVERTON. 

The people who constitute the bone and sinew of this country are not 
those who are unstable and unsettled, who fly from this occupation to that, 
and who take no active interest in affairs affecting the government, their 
schools, churches and property. The backbone of this country is made up of 
the families who have made their homes, who are alive to the best interests 
of the community in which they reside, who are so honest that it is no trouble 
for their neighbors to know it, and who attend to their own business and are 
too busy to attend to that of others, who work on steadily from day to day, 
taking the sunshine with the storm and who rear a family to comfortable 
home and honest life. Such people are always welcome in any community. 
They are wealth producers and Hardin county is blessed with many of them, 
among which is the Leverton family, one of the best known members of which 
is Albert Alfred Leverton, of section 4, Clay township. He was born near 
where he now resides on September 5. 1860, and he has been content to spend 
his life in his native community, wisely concluding that it would be useless to 
seek a better country. He has not only been an interested spectator, but an 
active participant in the wonderful work of development that has taken place 
here since he first saw the light of day a half century ago. 

Mr. Leverton is the son of W illiam and Mary Ann ( Killey) Leverton. 
the father born in England, June 16. 181 _>. there grew up and was educated. 
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emigrating to America in 1833 and locating in Canada. He had the distinc- 
tion of assisting in building the famous Welland canal around Niagara Falls. 
Later in life he settled in Illinois, near Wilmington. He first married Mary 
Lyons, which union resulted in the birth of three children. His second wife 
was Mary Ann Killey, and the following children were born to them : Eliza- 
beth, Harriet, Mary Ann, Margaret Jane, George Washington, Frances, Caro- 
line D., John William, Albert Alfred, of this review, and Sarah Amanda, 
deceased. 

William Leverton, father of the above named children, came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, in 1853, being among the pioneers, the country at that time 
having been a wild, sparsely settled plain over which roamed varieties of 
wild game and numerous tribes of Indians. But he was a man of courage and 
hardships never daunted him, so he became fairly well established in the new 
country. His death occurred here in 1882 at the age of seventy years. 

Albert A. Leverton, of this review, grew up on the home farm and as- 
sisted in its development, working hard during the crop seasons when a boy, 
and attending the common schools in his district during the winter months. 
He has devoted his life to farming and has met with encouraging success as a 
general farmer and stock raiser in his native township where he still resides, 
as already intimated. He lives in one of the oldest houses in the county, but 
it is still substantial and the years have but served to make it attractive if not 
picturesque. 

Mr. Leverton was married to Margaret Eggers, and to them the follow- 
ing children have been born: William, Herman and George Washington. 
They are still at home and assist their father with the general farm work. 

Mr. Leverton has taken considerable interest in local affairs and has held 
a number of township offices, always satisfactorily, especially that of justice 
of the peace. Fraternally, he belongs to the Masonic order. 

t 

k 

JAMES MADISON HIGGINBOTHAM. 

3 

The early impressions of James Madison Higginbotham, one of the lead- 
ing agriculturists and stock men of Clay township, Hardin county, were 
( gained on the wild prairies or in the primeval woods of the pioneer period of 
our country and he now tells many interesting stories of those eventful times, 
for he is one of the early settlers of Hardin county and has taken part in its 
development at all stages, and it is to such sturdy spirits as he that she owes her 
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present-day advancement and prosperity. Like many of the leading families 
of this section of the state, the Higginbothams hail from the old Buckeye 
state, the immediate subject of this sketch having been born near Xenia, in 
Greene county, Ohio, on July 25, 1841, and he is the son of John W. and 
Jane Elizabeth (January) Higginbotham, the father of English descent and 
the mother of French extraction. The father was born on January 28, 
1 82 1, devoted his life to farming, became influential in his community, and 
his death occurred on July 27, 1894. His father, James Higginbotham, was 
a native of Virginia, born there in 1792. He married Susan Chapman, a 
native of Kentucky, whose death occurred on June 29, 1859, at the age 
of seventy-two years. Grandfather Higginbotham was a soldier in the war 
of 181 2. His death occurred on July 23, 1871. 

The paternal grandparents and parents of James M. Higginbotham of 
this review, emigrated from Greene county, Ohio, to Hardin county, Iowa, 
in 1856, making the long overland trip in wagons over rough roads and across 
unbridged streams. They began life here in typical pioneer fashion and 
underwent the hardships incident to the lives of first settlers, but in due course 
of time they had a good farm developed and a good home established, and 
from that time to this, the family has been well known and highly respected 
in this locality. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. John W. Higgin- 
botham, parents of the subject, all born in Greene county, Ohio: Joseph H., 
born April 10, 1840. is living in Hardin county; James M., of this review; 
Sallie M., born October 30, 1842, died September 22, 1843; Robert M., born 
February 7, 1844, is living in Eldora, Iowa; Mary E. is the wife of Zebulon 
Jones, now living in Jackson township, this county; she was born February 
15, 1846; William H., born May 20, 1847, died in Colorado on April 12, 
1883; Amanda J., born June 11, 1849, married William Wright, and her 
death occurred on December 31, 1907; Susan M., born February 7, 1851, first 
married Jason Pickett, and later Capt. A. E. Webb, both these gentlemen 
being now deceased; she is living in Aitkin, Minnesota; Florence J., born 
October 14, 1854, married George A. Link, and her death occurred on Decem- 
ber 2, 1873. 

James M. Higginbotham of this review was fifteen years of age when he 
accompanied the family to Hardin county. He early in life knew the mean- 
ing of hard work, for he helped clear up and place under cultivation the farm 
here in the raw land ; but he had an opportunity to get a fairly good educa- 
tion which he improved, and he began life for himself by teaching school for 
some time, but farming, offering the greater inducements, soon claimed him 
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again and this has been his chief life work; he is the owner of a well im- 
proved and productive farm of one hundred and six acres, under an excellent 
btate of cultivation and on which stand a substantial and pleasant home and 
good outbuildings. Stock raising has formed a large part of his life work 
and he always keeps an excellent grade. He has now turned the active opera- 
tion of the farm over to his two sons, and is practically retired from active 
b: labor. 

Mr. Higginbotham was married in 1864 to Sarah Jane Rhodes, daughter 
of Peachy Rhodes, a native of Virginia who emigrated to Hardin county, 
Iowa, in 1856 and became one of the worthy citizens of the community. 
( The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Higginbotham: 

A. E., born February 19, 1865, lives at Kingsley, Iowa; H. W., born August 
29, 1868; Edith A., born July 3, 1870, married Richard Lawrence, of Union, 
Iowa; Eva M., born May 20, 1874, is the wife of Ezra A. Albertson, of Alden, 
Iowa. 

Politically, Mr. Higginbotham is a Democrat and has been more or less 
active in local affairs and is now serving as township assessor. He and his 
family attend the Christian church. 

The subject's maternal grandmother, whose maiden name was Wadman, 
came from England on a sailboat, being six weeks on the water. 



RICHARD PALMER. 

Though no land is richer in opportunities or offers greater advantages 
to its citizens than America, success is not to be attained through desire, but 
must be persistently sought. In this country "labor is king," and the man 
who resolutely sets to work to accomplish a given purpose is certain of suc- 
cess if he has but the qualities of perseverance, untiring energy and practical 
common sense. One of the worthy citizens of Hardin county who, through 
diligence and persistent efforts, has attained definite success and has won the 
respect of all who know him through his fair dealing with his fellow men is 
Richard Palmer, who spent his early life in our sister kingdom across the 
Atlantic, but who realized that this country held greater opportunities for 
advancement if one applied the right principles. 

Mr. Palmer was born September 21, 1829, in Northamptonshire, Eng- 
land, and he is the son of William and Elizabeth (Fieldsend) Palmer, both 
natives of the above named place, and they spent their lives engaged in farm- 
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ing in England. Ten children were born to them, namely: William, de- 
ceased; Richard, of this review; Charlotte, deceased; George lives in Eng- 
land ; James is deceased ; John lives in England ; Harry, Rosanna, Jane and 
Charles. The subject was the only one of the family to come to the United 
States. 

Richard Palmer had little opportunity to obtain an education, being com- 
pelled to work hard as a boy. He was married in February, 1856, to Mary 
Nailor, of Yorkshire, England, the daughter of James and Margaret Nailor, 
who lived and died in England. Three children of this family came to 
America, namely : James lives in Colorado ; Ellen married John Watson and 
lived in Williams, Iowa, though now deceased; Mary, wife of the subject. 
Mrs. Palmer, who was a woman of many praiseworthy traits, passed to her 
rest on May 17, 1906, at the age of seventy-two years. 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Palmer, six of whom are now 
living, namely: Ellen, who married Alphus Hurd, of Marshall, Minnesota, 
and they have four children, Nettie, Gertrude, Harold and Mary. George 
W., a carpenter at Alden, Iowa, married Cora B. Allen and they have one 
daughter, Cecil. Margaret Palmer died in infancy; Margaret Ann, who mar- 
ried Henry Sheldon, died when twenty-two years of age; she had three 
children, Essie, deceased, Mary E. and Richard H. Elizabeth Alice married 
Henry Sheldon. Palmer married Ella Rankin; they live near Hollister, 
Idaho, and have two children, Robert and Gladys. Charles Henry Palmer, 
who lives in Hamilton county. Iowa, married Luella Wood, and they have 
five children : Bertha, Richard, deceased. Albert, Clifford and Bessie. Susie 
A. married, on November 8, 1899, William A. Crabtree, of Buckeye town- 
ship, this county, the son of John and Lena (Berg) Crabtree, of Boone, Iowa; 
they were early settlers of Buckeye township, Hardin county. Susie A. and 
husband have four children, Letha Rose, Maggie May, Vivian Mary and an 
infant son, deceased. 

After his marriage Richard Palmer lived at Wentworth, England, two 
years and emigrated to America in 1858 on the sailing vessel "Ellen Austin," 
which was thirty-one days making the tedious voyage, landing at New York 
city. From that place Mr. Palmer came west to Fairplay, Wisconsin, where 
he worked at farming for nine years, and, having got a good start there, he 
came to Alden township. Hardin county, Iowa, in 1870, and on June 14th of 
that year bought eighty acres of John C. Nibs in section 34. Alden township, 
which was all wild land. Here Mr. Palmer put up a small house and stable 
and began developing the place. On July 9, 1887, he bought of James A. 
Townsend and wife eighty acres in section 33, Alden township, and in the 
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fall of 1892 bought forty acres more in section 33. He is now the owner 
of one of the choice farms of the township, consisting of two hundred acres, 
on which he has made all the improvements, which are modern and extensive, 
and his place is under a high state of cultivation. He has been very success- 
ful as a general farmer and stock raiser, making a specialty of short-horn and 
V* Durham cattle, Poland-China hogs and draft horses. His stock is of such a 
superior quality that they find a ready market at any time they are offered 
for sale. Mr. Palmer has a substantial home and outbuildings and has suc- 
ceeded admirably well as a general farmer since coming to this county. Politi- 
cally, he is a Republican and he has held a number of township offices. He 
started in life a poor plowboy, and his large success in his old age has been 
richly deserved. He is now living practically retired, not having done much 
regular farm work since 1901. Since that time the place has been operated 
by his son-in-law, Mr. Crabtree. Mr. Palmer is a member of the Congrega- 
tional church and a man of known honesty and sobriety. 

>.? 

t« 

fe* CHARLES BOODY. 

irnec 

Another of the prosperous and skillful farmers of Pleasant township, 
Hardin county, is Charles Boody. who was born in Hanover, Germany, Janu- 
ary 12, 1835, and. like others of his blood who have cast their lot with us, 
he has proven to be a most excellent citizen in every respect. He is the son 
of Frederick and Doretta (Fredericks) Boody, both natives of Hanover, 
Germany, where they spent their lives and where they died, the father passing 
away in 1838 and the mother in 1872, after reaching an advanced age. Their 
son Charles received a fairly good education in his native land and when nine- 
teen years of age emigrated to the United States, locating in Morgan county, 
Missouri, later taking up his abode in Clayton and Jones county, Iowa, thence 
to Hardin county, settling in section 18, Pleasant township, where he still re- 
sides. On October 27. i860, he married Sarah Rousseau, of Marshall county. 
Iowa, who was born March 17. 1837, the daughter of Reuben and Sarah 
(Baugus) Rousseau. Her parents were among the earliest settlers of that 
county and there they played a . conspicuous part in its early development. 
Her father was born August 23, 1814, and died December 12, 1874, and the 
birth of her mother occurred on December 12, 1803, and her death on October 
12. 1869. They became the parents of the following children: Mary, who 
was born in 1826 and died in September, 1905, married Mark Weaver, a 
carpenter, and they lived in Hartford City, Indiana; Robert, born April 4, 
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1828, died February 28, 1898, married Evelin Harmon, who is also now de- 
ceased ; they lived in Marshall county, Iowa, and in Nebraska ; Nancy, born 
May 12, 1831, married John Reed, a tailor of Ohio, and she died December 

5, 1903; they lived in Marshall county, Iowa; Julia, born October 5, 1834, 
married John Hixson, of Marshalltown, Iowa; Sarah, wife of the subject, was 
born March 8, 1837; Sylphia, born Septerhber 9, 1840, married Ullry Patton, 
who is deceased, but she is living at Audubon, Iowa ; Elenore, born December 
8, 1842, died November 24, 1889; Emily C, born May 22, 1855, married 
Robert Roberts and they are living in Missouri. 

Mrs. Boody's father came from North Carolina, where he spent his 
early life, coming to Indiana first, thence to Marshall county, Iowa, in 1850. 
He was the son of David and Nancy Rousseau, a prominent family in Caro- 
lina in the early days, being descendants of the famous Rosseaus of France. 
David Rousseau was a soldier in the war of 1812. Ten children constituted 
the family of Mr. and Mrs. David Rousseau. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boody seven children have been born, two of 
whom are deceased: Estella J., born August 17, 1861, became a successful 
school teacher and taught sixty terms of school; Robert E., born February 
7, 1863, died January 9, 1908 ; he married and one child, Bessie, was born to 
the union; Otis S. and Orley S. (twins), born January 27, 1865, the former 
now living at home; Reuben, born August 14, 1868, married Ellen Blair, 
daughter of James and Hester (Shelton) Blair; the father, a native of Ohio, 
was a pioneer in Hardin county, Iowa; Frederick, born August 20, 1873, mar- 
ried Abigail Brown, and they have one child, Gene R. ; Tinnie, born March 

6. 1877, married William Sheldon and they have five children. 

Mr. Boody is a Democrat and a member of the Lutheran church. While 
he is always glad to note any progress made in his township and county along 
all lines, he does not find time to take any special part in public affairs. He 
has always been a farmer and his efforts in this direction have been crowned 
with success. His large farm is well improved and under a high state of 
cultivation. He handles an excellent grade of live stock, especially horses, 
and his cattle and hogs are of an excellent quality. He has a very pleasant 
and well kept home. 



JOHN HUNT FOSTER, M. D. 

The pioneer physician in the undeveloped country found in central Iowa 
in the fifties shared the joys and sorrows of the community possibly more than 
any other one person, and it is no wonder that when the final summons came 
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to Dr. J. H. Foster in 1894, that old and young felt that a most sacred tie 
had been severed, since, for years gone by, the old family doctor had been a 
welcome guest in health as well as in time of sickness. His ministrations in 
time of need were those of a man who sought to do good to his fellow men, 
and while this venerable man of medicine failed to succeed in life in material 
things by accumulating plenty of this world's goods, he seemed to have found 
the pleasure that many have in accumulating dollars, diverted to other chan- 
nels, and his time and energies were devoted to the relief of the distressed. 
By his kindly ministrations, this good old doctor of the old school won a 
place in the hearts and minds of the people of northern Hardin county that 
was probably never held by any one man before or since. In sunshine or rain, 
in the heat of summer or the blizzards of the winter, he never faltered in the 
appeal for help, no matter how far the summons might come, and afoot, on 
horseback or in a buck-board, he hastened to the bedside of the suffering in 
hopes of relieving the distressed. Remuneration counted for naught. If the 
patient was willing and able to pay, very well, it was welcome; but if poor 
and unable to pay a fee, it was all the same, for the rich and poor alike re- 
ceived his ministrations and many a hand was raised to call him blessad. He 
left behind him no bulky estate to tell of his business acumen, but rather the 
sweetest memory any man can leave, the thought that "he lived to bless man- 
kind." 

Such is a sidelight on the life of Dr. John H. Foster, whose name was a 
household word in Hardin county for over forty years. He was born in Guil- 
ford county, North Carolina, in 1826, and on attaining his majority moved to 
Indiana. He was a descendant of Hugh Foster, one of the Carolina pioneers 
who came from England and located in the South. The family were Quakers 
and with the development of the slavery agitation moved North. Attracted 
by the "gold fever" in the West, he crossed the plains, enduring the priva- 
tions of that perilous trip. Finding no success in California, he moved north 
into Oregon and while there became a member of the territorial Legislature. 
Returning east, he entered Rush Medical College at Chicago, from which he 
was graduated with honors. He came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1855, a "d 
remained a citizen of the place until his death, in 1894, at the age of sixty- 
eight years. 

In those early days Doctor Foster was the only physician within a radius 
of thirty miles and frequent trips were made as far as Hampton, Eldora, 
Webster City and other points that were remote in those days because of 
there being no mode of transportation except afoot and by horse. 

(33) 
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In June, 1864, Doctor Foster was married to Abbie J. Estes, the only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Estes. To the Doctor and wife one son was 
born, Frank Estes Foster. 

Aside from his prominence as a physician, Doctor Foster was a leader 
in the affairs of his city and county and held a number of offices in the govern- 
ment of Iowa Falls during his life. He was the first secretary of the local 
lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, but did not take an active part in 
the order in later years. The Doctor was reared a Quaker and seemed to 
exemplify the quiet and unassuming traits of those good people. At the time 
of his death many tributes were paid to his memory by the press and by in- 
dividuals who had known him for years and appreciated his true character, 
shadowed at times by a grufT, blunt exterior that to a stranger sometimes hid 
the kindlier spirit that dwelt vvithin and always manifested itself whenever 
touched by an appeal for aid. 

In closing this account of the life of a man whose career is so intimately 
associated with the history of the county for so many years, the following 
tribute and sidelight on the man seems fitting. In an address made before an 
old settlers' reunion many years ago, M. C. Woodruff, then editor of the 
Ioiva Falls Sentinel, in referring to the Doctor, said: "It was on a bright 
September afternoon that I met a tall, broad-shouldered, serious- faced man. of 
uncertain age, down by the old mill. Neither waited for a formal introduction, 
but exchanged the simple 'How d'ye do?' in true western style. He was a 
sun-burned, substantial, pleasant-eyed and rather careless looking man. Like * 
everybody else, he wanted a corner lot, a quarter section and a home. When 
he told me he was a physician and of Quaker parentage, I was doubly glad to 
welcome him ; but when, a few minutes later, he told me he had been a mem- 
ber of the territorial Legislature of Oregon I excused myself, hastened to my 
room and locked up my trunk. It was Doctor Foster, and what one of us all 
has been so much to Iowa Falls, or is so widely or intimately interwoven into 
the very web and woof of this village as he? With those of us who wear 
gray hairs, he has been the patient, skillful and ready healer; with the young, 
he has been the physical guardian from the cradle to this hour, and to all, a 
kind friend and generous neighbor. His goodness (I like that honest Saxon 
word) has given Doctor Foster an endearing title to the gratitude and af- 
fection of all." 

In pronouncing the eulogy at the Doctor's funeral, Rev. B. F. Snook, of 
Webster City, said : "Doctor Foster was, without exception, the best known 
man in Hardin county. For years he was the leading physician in this section 
of the partially settled Northwest. He was everybody's doctor, and every- 
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body's friend. He never failed to respond to the call of the sick and suffer- 
ing. Men loved and reverenced him because his personality compelled them 
to do so. 

"Personally, Doctor Foster was one of the grandest of men. There was 
a great deal of individuality about him. It was as striking as it was pleasing. 
His was a character of stern honesty and one that naturally inspired confi- 
dence. He was open-hearted, liberal and kind and considerate at all times and 
in all things. True it is that few men ever had such tenderness, such kind- 
ness, such love and charity as Doctor Foster. And yet his settled convictions, 
when given expression, often made him appear to the misunderstanding ones as 
harsh and cold. It was because he could not — would not — compromise with 
wrong, as he saw the wrong. He seemed to love almost everybody, and his 
lips never uttered a harsh word with intending injury." 



CHARLES STRUCK. 

One of the leading farmers and progressive, public spirited citizens of 
Pleasant township, Hardin county, Iowa, is Charles Struck, who, as his name 
implies,, is an American by adoption only, having been born in Rugenweld, in 
the northern part of Germany, November 11, 1842, and, like many of those 
claiming Germanic blood in this country, he is most loyal to our institutions 
and is a man of whom any community might well be proud. He is the son 
of Martin and Maria (Schwartz) Struck, both natives of the locality where 
the subject was born. They spent their lives there where the father was for 
many years a successful stock breeder and dealer. They were the parents 
of four children, namely : Charles, of this review ; Henry, who was a miller, 
was killed at Cheboygan, Michigan ; Maria is living in Germany ; Lettie is also 
living in the fatherland. 

Charles Struck was educated in the schools of his native land, and when 
twenty-six years of age, 1868, he emigrated to America, locating in Detroit, 
Michigan, where he remained nine months. In 1870 he came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, locating in Eldora township. After working there four years 
he went to Marshalltown, Iowa, where he secured employment with the 
Illinois Central railroad in the roundhouse. He also worked at Gifford, 
Iowa, for a while. In 1873 he located in Pleasant township, Hardin county, 
first purchasing seventy-one acres. By reason of good management and close 
application he has added to his original purchase until he now has one of the 
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best and finest farms in the county, consisting of five hundred and forty 
acres, which he has brought up to a high state of improvement, keeping well 
abreast of the times in agricultural affairs. He has a substantial, attractive 
and neatly kept dwelling and numerous good outbuildings. It was in 1907 
that he moved on his present farm in Pleasant township. He is regarded 
as one of the best judges of live stock in this vicinity and he always keeps a fine 
variety of all kinds of good stock which are admired by all who sees them. 
He handles Jersey Red and Poland-China hogs. 

Mr. Struck was married in March, 1876, to Bertha Bonen, who was bom 
in the same locality in Germany as was the subject. She was the daughter 
of William and Caroline (Parks) Bonen, of the same country in the father- 
land. From there this family emigrated to America and settled in Clay town- 
ship, Hardin county, Iowa, later locating at Steamboat Rock, this state. Mr. 
Bonen was a successful farmer and an influential and highly respected man. 
His death occurred in March, 1903. His widow is still living on the old 
home place in Clay township. They were the parents of three children: 
Bertha, wife of Mr. Struck of this review; Minnie married Charles Elsig, a 
farmer and they are living in Hardin county; Frank is a carpenter and is 
living in South Dakota. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Struck: Cora 
married Ross Hartman, of Pleasant township, this county, and they have six 
children, Harold, Charles, Pearly, George, Caroline and Myrtle, their home 
now being at Spirit Lake, Iowa; Fred is farming in Pleasant township; 
Herbert is living, at home, as are also Carl and Frank. 

Politically, Mr. Struck is a Democrat and he has been a member of 
the local school board, and while he is always interested in the general good 
of his county he does not find time to take a very active interest in political 
or public affairs. He is a member of the Lutheran church and a liberal 
supporter of the same, while his wife affiliates with the Presbyterian church 
and is more or less active in church affairs. They are both very well known 
and highly esteemed in this community. 



ZEBULON F. JONES. 

The name of Zebulon F. Jones, honored and substantial farmer and 
stock raiser of Jackson township, Hardin county, needs no introduction to the 
readers of this book, for he is well known throughout this locality, having 
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lived here a long time and always assisted in whatever way possible in further- 
ing the general interests of the same. 

Mr. Jones was born in Greene county, Ohio, June 7, 1836. He is the son 
of Eber and Laura E. (Dakin) Jones, the father a native of Clinton county, 
Ohio, and the mother of Rensselaer county, New York, he of Welsh stock 
and she of English descent. The paternal grandfather. Rev. Ambers Jones, 
was a minister in the Methodist church in Massachusetts, New York and Ohio, 
preaching for several years in Cincinnati. His father came to this country 
from Wales. The maternal grandfather, William Dakin, was a native of 
New York; he married a Miss Belchencr and they settled in Clinton county, 
Ohio, on a farm. Mr. Dakin was a good business man and at one time 
owned three thousand acres; his family consisted of fourteen children, all of 
whom received large tracts of land from their father. Eber Jones, father of 
the subject, received only a limited education, but he was a splendid business 
man and became the owner of four hundred acres of good land in Greene 
county, Ohio, whither he moved after marrying in Clinton county, that state. 
He maintained a large dairy of sixty-five cows, made cheese and shipped them 
to New Orleans, where his brother. Nathan, contracted the yellow fever, hav- 
ing gone there with a boat load of cheese, and the cheese was lost. Eber 
Jones was also a pork packer in Cincinnati for four years. In 1853 he moved 
to Bureau county. Illinois, taking eighteen hundred sheep and other live stock 
with him. and there he lost seven hundred sheep in one night in a blizzard. 
He sold out in that county in 1856 and came to Hardin county, Iowa, bringing 
fourteen head of horses and thirty head of stock in all. He settled east of 
Hubbard, in Tipton township, and liecame well established there, his son, 
Zebulon P., hauling the lumber from Iowa City with which to construct the 
l'ouse: here he owned about four hundred acres. He sold out in al>out 1870 
and went to Macon county, Illinois, where he purchased a large and valuable 
farm, moving later to Red Oak, Iowa, where he bought one hundred and 
sixty acres of good land. He was prominent in all the communities where he 
lived; his death occurred on April 4. 1880, and his wife died on September 
24. 1886; they were active workers in the Methodist church. Mr. Jones dealt 
extensively in live stock. His family consisted of eleven children, namelv : 
Akon. who was a farmer in Hamilton county. Iowa, is deceased ; Elanson, who 
taught school for some time in Illinois and Ohio, is now living in Texas: 
William is living in Colorado: Zebulon F.. of this review; Mary Jane, who 
married Thomas Hay. is deceased : Silas died on August 31. 1858. in Hardin 
county. Iowa; Sylvester lives in Macon county. Illinois; James H. lives in 
Oklahoma; Alexander lives in Ogden. Utah; Henry lives in Missouri; Gran- 
ville lives in Oklahoma. 
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Zebulon F. Jones received only a common schooling, and he came West 
when eighteen years of age with his parents. He was married on June 15. 
1865, to Mary E. Higginbotham of Greene county, Ohio. She was the 
daughter of John and Jane E. (January) Higginbotham, both natives of 
Greene county, Ohio, the father the son of James Higginbotham, a native of 
Pennsylvania; he married Susan Chapman of Virginia; they lived in Ohio, 
and they came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1856, where they died. James 
January was the son of Robert and Mary E. (Woodman) January, of Eng- 
land ; they spent the latter part of their lives in Jamestown, Ohio, where they 
died. John and Jane (January) Higginbotham were the parents of the fol- 
lowing nine children: Joseph H. is living in Hardin county, Iowa; James A., 
living on the old place in Hardin county ; Sallie M. died when eighteen months 
eld; Robert R., of Eldora, Iowa; Mary E., wife of the subject; William H. 
died in Leadville, Colorado; Amanda died in 1907 in Illinois; Susan M. lives 
in Atkins county, Minnesota; Florence, who was the wife of George A. Link, 
died in November, 1872, when nineteen years old, leaving one child, a daugh- 
ter, who lived to be fifteen years old, when she also died. 

John Higginbotham was the owner of a fine farm near Springfield, 
Illinois, but he did not live there. In 1856 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and bought five hundred acres in Clay and Jackson townships, making his home 
in Clay township; his death occurred in 1894, and his wife died on September 
24, 1 89 1. He was an extensive stock dealer and shipped a great deal to 
Chicago. He was a Democrat, held several township offices, and was a mem- 
ber of the Christian church and a man of influence in his community. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Zebulon M. 
Jones: Henry F., born May 8, 1866, is a large contractor at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; he married Clara Wright and they have two children, Florence and 
Leta; Harley died in January, 1868; William W., born April 17, 1870, mar- 
ried Gertrude Ayers, and they live on the old homestead, which he operates 
for the subject; Ida May, born December 6, 1873, married Captain Sargent, of 
Eldora, Iowa, and they have four children: Russell and Margaret E. were 
twins, Margaret being now deceased; Lyle and Dorotha are the other two 
children. Walter L. Jones, who is unmarried, was born February 14, 1877; 
he was a school teacher, later learning the merchant tailor's business with 
J. J. Mitchell & Company, of New York City, and is now engaged in his 
trade at Ft. Dodge, Iowa; Jennie E. Jones, born December 12, 1880, married 
William E. Fain, a commission merchant of Houston, Texas, and they have 
two children, Ruth and Sinclair. Mr. Jones's children all received good edu- 
cation and some of them made successful teachers. 
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After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Jones located on the land opposite 
where they now live in Jackson township. Mr. Jones hauled the lumber from 
Marshalltown with which to build his house. He erected his present home 
in 1892, and he has made all the improvements on the place. He has devoted 
considerable attention to live stock, raising short-horn cattle and a good 
grade of horses and hogs. He has a fine and well improved farm and is one 
of the substantial citizens of his township. Politically he is a Republican and 
in religious matters a member of the Christian church. 



SIMON H. BRAND. 



In looking over the well kept and well tilled farm of Simon H. Brand, 
one of the successful young farmers of Grant township, Hardin county, the 
stranger cannot help admiring his industry and sound judgment. He repre- 
sents that class of earnest, foreign-born citizens who have done so much for 
the development of the United States, while at the same time they have bene- 
fited themselves in a very material manner. 

Mr. Brand was born August 26, 1872, in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, and 
he is the son of Henry and Louise (Steiman) Brand, the former being the 
son of Hans Heinrich Brand. Henry Brand died in May, 1893. There were 
seven children in his family, namely: Louise married John Hagendorn in 
y Germany, before she came to America, and she now lives near Ledyard, Kos- 
suth county, Iowa ; Lena married William Brand and lives in the southwest- 
em part of Grant township; Simon H., of this review; Henry lives near the 
center of Grant township; Hermina married Simon Goeke and lives near 
Ledyard, Kossuth county; Augusta married Henry Ploeger and lives three 
miles north of Hubbard; Matilda married August Junkermaier; they live in 
the eastern part of Grant township and have two children, Alvin and Regina. 
Of these children, Lena came to America in March, 1891, locating in Hub- 
bard, Iowa, and Louise came the following fall. When the family reached 
Hubbard Simon H. and Henry, who had grown to maturity in the father- 
land, worked out at farm work by the month for four years, then Simon 
rented a farm in the eastern part of Grant township and lived there one year, 
then lived on the Kuhlman farm, south of the Center school, six years. Thus 
he got a good start and has since been very comfortably established. The sec- 
ond year he was on the above mentioned place he bought the farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres where he now resides in section 23, Grant town- 
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ship, which he moved to after spending- six years on the Kuhlman place, and 
this has been his home to the present time. Adding to his original purchase, 
he now has one hundred and sixty acres, all very productive, well improved 
and on which stand a very pleasant home and good outbuildings. He always 
keeps a good grade of live stock. 

In 1899 Mr. Brand was united in marriage with Matilda Boeke, daughter 
of Herman Boeke and wife, a record of whom is contained in the sketch of 
Gus Boeke, brother of Mrs. Brand. 

To the subject and wife seven children have been born, namely: Her- 
man, Annie, John, Elbert, Edward, Minnie and Otto. Mr. Brand is a worthy 
member of the Zion Evangelical church at Hubbard. 



COL. MATTHEW VAN BUSKIRK. 

A man of sterling worth and exemplary character was the late Col. Mat- 
thew Van Buskirk, for many years one of the best known citizens in northern 
Hardin county, a man who, being public-spirited and of progressive ideas, 
sought to do his full duty as a citizen, both in times of war and peace.' He 
was a clear-brained, noble-minded man of action and his life record is worthy 
of emulation by the youth of this locality whose careers are yet matters for 
the future to determine. 

Colonel Van Buskirk was born at Buckmantown, New York, January 1, 
1835, and his death occurred near Iowa Falls, Iowa, on January 10, 1901. He 
was the son of Lorenzo Dow and Louisa (Brown) Van Buskirk. 

Colonel Van Buskirk went to Illinois in 185 1, where he lived a year at 
LaSalle, later moved to Polo, that state, where he remained until 1862. when, 
unable to suppress his patriotism when his country was in peril, he offered his 
services in defense of the Union, in the Ninety-second Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry. Upon the organization of Company E of that regiment he was elected 
captain and served in that capacity with distinction until February, 1864, 
when, for gallant conduct in action, he was promoted to lieutenant-colonel, 
and from October. 1864. until the close of the war he had command of the 
regiment, seeing active service from the time he enlisted until the close of the 
war and was in many hard- fought battles, including Chickamauga and others 
almost as sanguinary. His regiment engaged in the desperate fighting around 
Atlanta and, as a part of the Fourteenth Army Corps, it followed Sherman on 
bis march to the sea. In 1863 this regiment was mounted and served with 



Digitized by Goog 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



521 



Kilpatrick's cavalry, and it was while serving in this capacity that Colonel 
Van Buskirk was specially mentioned by General Kilpatrick for valorous con- 
duct. He was popular with his soldiers and admired and trusted by his su- 
perior officers. 

At the close of the war Colonel Van Buskirk came to Iowa and in the 
fall of 1865 established himself as a general merchant in Iowa Falls, suc- 
cessfully maintaining a store on Washington avenue. For many years he 
was a traveling man after leaving the store. Later he retired and moved to 
his farm just southwest of Iowa Falls, where he spent the remainder of his 
days, becoming one of the leading agriculturists of that community. 

Colonel Van Buskirk was married in Iowa Falls in 1866 to Nellie C. 
McGiven, a lady of many charming qualities, and to this union seven children 
were born, namely: H. A.. Mrs. Frank H. Perry, Mrs. George A. Adams, 
Mrs. Albert M. McWhirter, Irving and Mrs. McVicker, of North Dakota. 
Frank died in infancy. 

The Colonel was a man of fine personality and, though modest, as all 
courageous men are, he never held back when there was any duty to be per- 
formed of a public nature, if he could be of service. He was a man admired 
and respected by all who met him. 



GEORGE FOWLER. 

The name of George Fowler has long been prominent in connection with 
the agricultural life of Hardin county, he being one of the progressive tillers 
of the soil in Pleasant township. Like many of the best citizens of this sec- 
tion of the state, he is a Buckeye by birth, having been born in Union county, 
Ohio. February 2. 185 1. and he is the son of William B. and Sarah Jane 
(Witcraft) Fowler, natives of New Jersey, from which state they emigrated 
to Ohio with their parents where they grew to maturity and were married. 
There the mother died in 1861 and not long afterwards the father enlisted in 
the Union army, from that state, and served faithfully for three years, when 
he was discharged on account of disability. After the war he made his home 
in Logan county, Ohio, until his death in 1899. He devoted his life to farm- 
ing. He was a Republican and his wife was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. They were the parents of six children who grew to ma- 
turity, two having died in infancy, namely : Elizabeth, who married Charles 
Jones, is deceased; George, of this review; Charles is farming in Union 
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county, Ohio ; John is farming in Hardin county, Iowa ; David H., who was 
a farmer in Union county, Ohio, died February 22, 1910; Elida, now de- 
ceased, was the wife of Theodore Farrington. 

George Fowler attended the public schools, and in September, 1861, he 
went to live with William Witcraft, with whom he remained until 1866, in 
which year he started to work out for himself. He remained in Ohio until 
1876 when he emigrated with his brother John to Hardin county, Iowa; they 
located in Pleasant township and has since made his home here. 

On July 4, 1878, Mr. Fowler was married to Mary D; Knowles, daugh- 
ter of John and Mary B. (Benedict) Knowles, the former a native of Hyde 
Parish, Stockport county, Chester, England, where his birth occurred on 
August 15, 1817; he died on October 5, 1879. He was the son of William 
and Mary (Cleg) Knowles, the father a cloth weaver. They came to 
Canada in 1834 and died here. In their family were sixteen children, four 
of whom emigrated to Canada, John, Daniel, Martha and Elizabeth. Daniel, 
who was a blacksmith, came to the United States, and on February 8, 1861, he 
enlisted at St. Louis, Missouri, in Company E, Third Regiment Light 
Artillery, and served until February 8, 1864. On July 9, 1864, he re-enlisted 
in Company D, Eighty-sixth New York Volunteer Infantry, and was dis- 
charged from the service on June 27, 1865 ; but he enlisted again, on July 5, 
1865, in Company A, Fourth Regiment United States Artillery, and served 
until July 6, 1868. During his service he was at the bombardment of Hilton 
Head, Pulaski, Jans Island. Fort Lamar, Alaska Island, Fort Wagoner and 
the siege of the latter. In the fall of 1869 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and remained one year. He farmed ten years in Jasper county, returning to 
Hardin county in 1880 and made his home with Mr. and Mrs. George Fowler 
until his death, on April 11, 1909, at an advanced age, having been born on 
April 10, 1824. 

John Knowles, mentioned above, was educated in England, came to Can- 
ada in 1834, and in 1850 he was married and came to Lee county, Iowa, where 
he farmed until i860, then moved to Hardin county, buying eighty acres of 
wild land in Providence township, of which he later secured eighty acres 
more, where Mr. and Mrs. George Fowler now reside. He was a shoemaker 
by trade, but a large part of his time was devoted to farming. Politically, 
he was a Republican, and belonged to the Friends church. His death occurred 
on October 5, 1879. and that of his wife on December 31, 1907. Nine 
children were born to them, two of whom died in childhood, namely : J. B. 
is retired and living in Hubbard. Iowa; Catherine married H. H. Graham, 
a farmer of Pleasant township, Hardin county. Iowa; William is a farmer and 
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also operates a threshing machine in North Dakota ; John P. is farming in 
Tipton township, Hardin county ; Francis F. died when twenty-seven years of 
age, in Hardin county; Mary D., wife of the subject; Ida married S. E. Mills 
and lives in Ellis township, this county. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. George Fowler: 
Mary J. married R. F. Martin, of Providence township; Ida A. married E. L. 
Gordon, of Tipton township, this county ; Ray and Ethel are living at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Fowler located on the farm which he now owns 
and which he has brought up to a high state of cultivation and improvement, 
having made his home here all the while. He has been very successful as a 
general farmer and stock raiser and has a good home. Politically he is a 
Republican, belongs to the Friends church and the Modern Woodmen of 
America at Hubbard, Iowa. 



SIMON D. BREUNING. 

A citizen of Hardin county especially deserving of mention in this work 
is S. D. Breuning, the popular postmaster at Ackley. He was born in Holland 
on April 18, 185 1, and was educated in a private college as a civil engineer. 
His father, who was a sea captain, came to Canada in 1871 with his family, 
and died there. The subject spent about three years as traveling salesman 
and four years later moved to Michigan, then to Illinois, and finally to Hardin 
county, Iowa, where his mother, who had married J. W. Eeckhoff, located 
on a farm near Ackley. Here S. D. followed farming for two years, and then 
bought the Ackley machine shop and foundry, and converted it into a plow 
factory, making both walking and riding plows. The plows manufactured 
were excellent, but for lack of capital the company stranded after three years, 
meaning a great loss to the village. 

In 1883 S. D. Breuning and his brother, H. D. Breuning, started the 
Ackley electric light plant, at a time when electricity was just coming into use, 
and Ackley was one of the first cities in Iowa to install a light plant. The 
original plant is still in existence. The brothers soon added to their estab- 
ishment a steam heating plant to supply heat for public and private houses. 
Next Mr. Breuning started the Ackley Telephone Company, adding rural 
lines as well as city. This was one of the earliest telephone companies and 
had a struggle for existence, but the efficiency of its organizer finally brought 
the enterprise to success. In 1899 Mr. Breuning was given the Ackley post- 
office, after a hard fight. He received the office through Colonel Henderson 
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HUGH PERRY HUGHES. 

The record of Hugh Perry Hughes, who is one of the leading citizens 
and progressive farmers of Jackson township, Hardin county, is that of a 
man who, from a modest beginning, has, without the aid of anyone, made a 
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from President McKinley. Since April, 1899, Mr. Breuning has been in 
charge of this office, and during that time the volume of mail passing through 
it has greatly increased. He started with one rural route, six have been 
established since he took office, and the entire county covered with routes. 
Those starting from Ackley reach into four counties, Butler, Hardin, Frank- 
lin and Grundy. He started with two assistants ten years ago, now has 
eight. The first year of his incumbency the receipts of the office were three 
thousand two hundred dollars per annum; now they are five thousand twc 
hundred dollars per annum. 

About 1905 Mr. Breuning sold his interests in the electric light and 
telephone companies, and has purchased lands, some near to Ackley, some in 
Alberta, Canada. Active in his party, he has been prominent in Republican 
conventions and was formerly at times a member of the county committee. 
Fraternally, he is a charter member of the Knights of Pythias at Ackley, and 
is a past chancellor and local leader of the Uniform Rank. He has repre- 
sented his lodge in grand bodies, and has been deputy grand chancellor, taking 
much interest in the order. He is also a charter member of the Modem 
Woodmen. As a recreation Mr. Breuning enjoys nothing better than hunt- 
ing, fishing and outdoor sports, and often takes an outing where he may enjoy 
these. 

In 1878 Mr. Breuning was married in Port Huron, Michigan, to Laura 
P. Elmslee. who was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. To this union were 
born two children, Edwin, now a student in a business college at Cedar Rapids. 
Iowa, and Julia, the wife of J. J. Junkerman, of Ackley. 

Mr. Breuning is known as one of the most sagacious business men of 
Ackley, and as a citizen of much public spirit, always active in the common 
good. He has many friends, and is a pleasant social companion. Among the 
pleasant outings taken by Mr. Breuning was a trip to his native Holland, 
during the summer of 191 1, and which was highly enjoyed by him. In his 
beautiful home at Ackley every caller receives a cordial welcome and it is a 
popular rendezvous for a large social circle. Mrs. Breuning is a lady of re- 
finement and rare social qualities and presides over her home with a becoming 
grace which makes her guests feel they are welcome. 
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comfortable living, secured a valuable farm and laid by a competency for his 
old age, and at the same time won the undivided respect of all who know him 
as a result of his clean living and evident desire to promote the community in 
which he resides. 

Mr. Hughes was born in 1826 at Jacksonville, Morgan county, Illinois. 
He is the son of Allen B. and Elizabeth (Kilton) Hughes, the father a native 
cf Virginia and the mother of Kentucky. Mr. Hughes moved to the last 
named state when a young man and there he married and later moved to 
Morgan county, Illinois, secured government land, developed a good farm, 
established a comfortable home and became prominent among the pioneers 
there, of which he was one of the earliest. In early life he was a surveyor, 
but devoted most of his life to farming. He died at the age of seventy-three 
years. His wife died in Carroll county, Illinois. They were members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and led quiet, honest lives, and reared a 
large family of fourteen children, only two of whom are now living, Hugh 
P., of this sketch, and Allen, of Eldora, Iowa. The former grew to maturity 
in Illinois and received such education as those early times afforded. His 
father died when he was a lad of seven years, and as the family was thus left 
to care for themselves, Hugh P. went to work out as soon as old enough. He 
went to Wisconsin in 1848, where he remained until 1849. For a time he 
was on the police force in Chicago, Illinois. During the war he went to 
Elkhorn Grove, Illinois, where he engaged in farming for some time. 

Mr. Hughes was married twice, his first union being with Rosemond 
Cuttler, of Chicago, who died two years later. A child born to this union 
died in infancy. Mr. Hughes was married in 1855 to Henrietta Stewart, a 
native of New York and the daughter of Hiram Stewart, who came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, in 1855, locating in Jackson township where the parents spent 
the balance of their lives on a farm. The death of Mrs. Hughes occurred in 
the spring of 1909. after a long life of faithful companionship with Mr. 
Hughes in which she proved to be a most faithful and congenial helpmeet. 
This union was without issue. 

It was in 1864 that Mr. Hughes came to Hardin county, Iowa, securing 
one hundred and sixty acres of land in Jackson township. It was wild, un- 
improved prairie land, but by persistent hard work he transformed it into an 
excellent farm and established a comfortable home, and has added improve- 
ments from time to time, bringing the place up to a high standard of cultiva- 
tion and here he resided until the spring of 1907, when he sold out. He has 
devoted his life to farming and stock raising and has raised some good horses. 

Politically, Mr. Hughes is a Republican and a member of the Independent 
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Order of Odd Fellows at Eldora. He started in life with but little money, 
but he bought what proved to be good land at six dollars and fifty cents per 
acre and has been successful. For many years he has been in declining health. 
He is one of the best known men in this part of the county. Hughes Station 
was named for him. 



HARVEY E. BATESON. 

No one of a contemplative turn of mind could study the life history of a 
man like Harvey E. Bateson, well known in industrial circles of Hardin and 
adjoining counties and one of the representative and substantial citizens of 
Eldora, without being benefited thereby. His record, showing industry, pub- 
lic-spirit and uprightness, is, in the main, like that of many other men, — a 
general mingling of life's joys and sorrows, triumphs and defeats, — yet we 
shall see how he brought success out of situations where weaker souls would 
have surrendered to the enemy, despaired and consequently failed. 

Mr. Bateson was born near McGregor, Allamakee county, Iowa, Janu- 
ary 26, 1862, and he is the son of Edward and Roxana (Pike) Bateson, the 
father born in Dublin, Ireland, of Scotch-Irish ancestry ; the mother was bom 
at Concord, Ohio. Edward Bateson died when his son, Harvey E., was three 
years old. He emigrated to America in a sailing vessel in an early day, the 
voyage requiring six weeks to cross the ocean. The Pike family were also 
hardy pioneers, coming to the vicinity of McGregor about the time Iowa was 
admitted to the Union. Eli Pike, brother of the subject's mother, was in the 
employ of the government and helped escort the Winnebago Indians to Minne- 
sota. The maternal grandmother was known for miles around as an excep- 
tionally good nurse of the old pioneer type, was familiar with the curative 
properties of all roots and herbs, and she was called in all sickness and child 
births for many miles around her neighborhood. She possessed an abundance 
of common sense and sound judgment, was a grand character, greatly beloved 
in her community and was long remembered there. Soon after the death of 
Edward Bateson, the mother and the four children and Eli Pike, mentioned 
above, moved to Grundy county, Iowa, driving their teams across the sparsely 
settled prairies about 1865, and settled near New Hartford where they lived 
until the fall of the year of the Chicago fire, 1871, then moved back to Alla- 
makee county, settling at Postville. There the son, Harvey E., went through 
the public schools, remaining there until 1877, when he was fifteen years of 
age. In that year he came to Hardin county, worked on a farm and attended 
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Eldora high school, being in the senior class. He remained there until he 
was old enough to teach, which line of endeavor he began when twenty-one 
years old and continued successfully for three years. On April 9, 1886, he 
entered the employ of the North Western Loan & Trust Company of 
Eldora and remained with them until they sold out to Albrook & Hardin, and 
he continued in tl\eir employ until Albrook sold his interest to Hardin. It 
was a loan, trust and abstract business. Mr. Bateson has continued with Mr. 
Hardin ever since. On April 9, 191 1, he completed his twenty-fifth year with 
this well known and popular institution, in the abstract business, which is now 
in connection with the Citizens Savings Bank. He is regarded as one of the 
ablest, most accurate and conscientious abstractors the county has ever had. 

On June 28, 1886, Mr. Bateson was married to Ella McDonald, daughter 
of Alexander W. McDonald, whose record appears in full on another page 
of this work. Mrs. Bateson was also a teacher and was employed in the city 
schools at Eldora at the time of her marriage. To this union four children 
have been born, all living, namely : Hazel, who lives at home, is teaching in 
the public schools; Donald M., who is now teacher of English in the Sioux 
City high school, was graduated from the State University of Iowa in June, 
1910; Gladys M. is now attending the State University of Iowa, being in her 
junior year; Rexford R., named after the families of his parents' grandparents, 
is in the eighth grade in the Eldora public schools. 

The subject has one brother, Dr. J. C. Bateson, who is located at Scran- 
ton, Pennsylvania, and one sister, Mrs. Sarah J. Noble, who lives on a farm 
near Luverne, Minnesota, the wife of Henry Noble, who owns a large farm 
there which he operates successfully. 

Mr. Bateson was secretary of the school board for sixteen years, was 
president of the board in 1910 and re-elected in 191 1. He was at one time a 
member of the city council. While he was teaching school he acted for a 
lime as county superintendent. He was formerly city clerk of Eldora and 
for a time was secretary of the Hardin County Agricultural Society. Fra- 
ternally, he is a Mason. Politically, he is a Republican, and while he has been 
active in the party, assisting friends and worthy candidates, he has never 
sought office himself. For several years he found time to act as correspond- 
ent for a number of newspapers at various points, and he gave evidence of 
possessing much natural ability as a journalist. He is a stockholder in the 
Mutual Telephone Company; he is also a stockholder and director in the Park 
Dam Power Company and is a member of the Eldora Commercial Club. 

In all of the twenty-five years of his abstract work his mistakes have 
been remarkably rare. He enjoys a reputation far beyond the limits of his 
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county, his work being accepted without question as to its accuracy by insur- 
ance companies or wherever it is known. To be successful in this line of 
endeavor much depends upon sound judgment, a knowledge of law, of probate, 
real estate and courts, as to what can affect title. Mr. Bateson also does 
much work in connection with the quieting and perfecting of titles. He has 
w ritten an enormous amount of records, kept systematically, showing every 
transfer afTecting real estate in the county, indexed both ways as to the prop- 
erty and in the name of the owner. It requires twenty-one copy books of one 
thousand pages each, to hold the copies of abstracts made, each page being 
equal to two pages of legal cap. He makes abstracts for every bank in the 
county and probably every attorney. 



LEON IDAS LEACH. 

One of the oldest residents of Aetna township, a man who has taken his 
full share in all its activities, is an able farmer, and a member of a family who 
have been prominent in Hardin county, is Leonidas Leach, who was born on 
April 4, 1830, in Niagara county, New York, the son of Hiram and Mariah 
(Farnum) Leach. His parents were natives of New York, both born in the 
year 1810, and they were married in 1829 in Niagara county. His grand- 
father Leach was a native of New York, of English descent, and two of his 
grandparents lived to be more than ninety years of age. His parents moved to 
Lee county, Illinois, in 1850, and there followed farming. His father died on 
this farm in 1856, while his wife survived him for several years, and died at 
the home of her youngest daughter in Red Oak, Montgomery county, Iowa. 
Both his parents were members of the Presbyterian church, and his father was 
a stanch Democrat. Of their eleven children, nine are living: Leonidas, the 
oldest; Alexander M., Edwin F., Marquis, Mrs. Barnard, Noble, De Loss D., 
Mathias and Mariah, Mrs. Kreider, of Wyoming. The deceased are James 
S., Adelia, and Eugene, the latter of whom died in the army from disease 
during the Civil war at the age of twenty-one. 

Leonidas Leach grew to manhood and received his education in the home 
of his birth, his early schooling being in the log school house, but he later at- 
tended Wilson Academy of New York for three terms. He was married, on 
July 25, 1852, to Sarah Jane Shumway, who was born in Bradford, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1830, the only daughter of Alvah and Rhoda Shumway, of Lee 
county, Illinois. Her parents were natives of New York and died when com- 
paratively young. Mrs. Leach had nine brothers, all of whom are dead. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Leach began their married life in Lee county, Illinois, on 
his farm, where they lived from 1852 to 1859. In this county Mr. Leach sold 
and owned three different farms, but on account of crop failures in 1856 and 
1857. and security debts which he had to pay, he came in 1859 to Hardin coun- 
ty, without a dollar, having suffered losses of ten thousand dollars. He con- 
tracted for a farm of forty acres, improved it, and put a tenant on it. The 
next year, 1860, so well known to the people of Iowa, his house and timber 
were utterly destroyed by a cyclone. His tenant, as well as many of his neigh- 
bors, was attending a Quaker meeting a few miles away, and thus saved his 
life, as those whose homes were in the path of the storm and who remained 
at home were all killed. Mr. Leach on first coming to Hardin county rented a 
farm, and in 1888 removed to Ackley, where he bought a lot, and erected the 
residence in which he has lived for the past twenty-two years. 

Mr. Leach holds a veterinary 's diploma issued by the Iowa state board of 
examiners, and enjoys the distinction of being the oldest practicing veterinary 
in the state, as well as the longest in the service, having been active in prac- 
tice and successful for forty years. Notwithstanding his early reverses, Mr. 
Leach has by strict honesty and perseverance succeeded in again accumulating 
a competence. He is most generous and kind-hearted, ever ready to help the 
needy and the worthy. He now owns one of the choice farms of the county, 
of two hundred acres, well improved, one mile west of Ackley, and also owns 
one hundred and sixty acres in Nebraska. 

Mr. Leach is the oldest living Mason of Fountain Lodge No. 219, of 
Ackley. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, and has served his township as 
trustee, holding this office when Lincoln was first elected to the Presidency. 
He was the father of two children, a son and a daughter. The son, Hiram 
W., was born on December 20, 1858, and died on December 1, 1872. 

The daughter, who lives with her father and mother, is Emma J. Leach, 
whose name, portrait and talents have become widely known from newspaper 
and magazine publications. The Des Moines Register and Leader of Decem- 
ber 5, 1909, speaks of her as follows : "One of the most remarkable women 
in the state of Iowa, in more ways than one, is Miss Emma J. Leach, of Ack- 
ley, in this (Hardin) county. She has lived in this state and in the country 
nearly all her life. She enjoys priority among her sex as the champion female 
carpenter, mason, painter and cabinetmaker in America. In the work of her 
lifetime she has been able to master the perplexing and intricate details of the 
crafts of house building, and to her credit today stand at Ackley her master- 
pieces, the result of her handiwork at a trade in which men sometimes excel, 
but seldom, if ever, women. Miss Leach never had any kind of instruction 
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from 'those who know' in the art of mechanism, but during the years of her 
existence has been ardently pursuing a vocation which has appealed to her, 
and whenever she saw the demand for anything that Vas needed to be built 
with tools, she went at it. From early childhood she has loved the out of 
doors and was always handy with tools. Even in her girlhood at school the 
work she did with a knife at wood carving and whittling was interesting to 
the boys and girls, and the wonder and the marvel of teachers and pupils 
When a small girl she constructed a small wagon that would have taken first 
prize as a model from any manufacturer, and with its rounds, axles, bolsters 
and reach, everything complete, such as a wagonmaker could make. The 
spark of genius was evident and has since been allowed to light itself into the 
development of a workwoman that has cast much credit upon herself and her 
parents. Some months ago the Leach family purchased property in the town 
of Ackley, and around the three town lots purchased Miss Leach erected a 
fine iron picket fence, doing all the work of post-hole digging, placing the 
pickets, etc., herself. The energetic girl next saw the need of a good sub- 
stantial barn, and went to work. She hauled the rock, cement and stone for 
the foundation, framed the building, drove every nail, and then mixed the 
paint and put it on the barn, which is fourteen by twenty-two feet in size, 
with twelve-foot posts, and over a good substantial foundation. The barn 
is the wonder and admiration of all who see the remarkable work of this 
bright Ackley girl, who can also sew and cook, and is a tidy housekeeper. She 
constructed other substantial buildings on her father's property in town, as 
well as a cement tank for the watering of stock on the farm, laying the moulds 
and doing the necessary planning and labor to successfully complete the task. 
A number of years ago this plucky and energetic Ackley girl went to Nebras- 
ka, where she took up a claim. Then and there she began to improve the 
property, and erected all the buildings necessary for the opening up of a 
homestead in a new country. While living in Nebraska, Miss Leach learned 
the printer's trade, became a good compositor, and also edited a newspaper. 
She came back to her home. She is an artistic violinist, and is a natural born 
musician. She loves all kinds of pets, and horses are her best friends." 



JOSEPH LAWLESS. 

The life of Joseph Lawless, well known, influential and highly respected 
citizen of Jackson township, Hardin county, has been one of signal usefulness 
and honor, and his memory links the early pioneer epoch, with its primitive 
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surroundings and equipments, inseparably with the latter era of prosperity and 
achievement and conditions which have marked the advent of the glorious 
twentieth century. 

Mr. Lawless was born in the parish of Wicklow, townland of Coolinkilla, 
near Ashford, Ireland, in 1842. He is the son of James Lawless, who was 
born in the parish of Barnlarig, Ireland, in 1794. The latter's father, Mathew 
Lawless, was born in the same parish. The mother of the subject was known 
m her maidenhood as Elnor Madden, and she was born in the town of Arklow, 
Ireland, in 1804, the daughter of Andrew Madden; her mother's name was 
Murray, a near relative of Archbishop Murray, of Dublin. There were ten 
children in the family of James Lawless, namely : Mary, Mathew, John, Jane, 
James, Andrew, Lucy, Ellen, Joseph, of this sketch, and Augustine. 

The subject's paternal grandfather was a steward for a Quaker named 
Penrose. He was a "united" man in the rebellion of 1798 or what the 
English termed a rebel, and he was active in asserting his rights against 
English oppression. Mr. and Mrs. James Lawless were married about 1822. 
After the death of the former's father, James Lawless succeeded him as Mr. 
Penrose's steward, later working for others in the same capacity. Later he 
took up farming, but times continuing hard, he finally emigrated to America 
with his family, the trip to New York on the old sailing vessel "Abyprat" 
requiring seven weeks. There the father and children soon found remunera- 
tive employment, later returning to Ireland for the purpose of disposing of 
some of his wife's property in Arklow, after which he returned to New 
York, bringing the subject, who had been left in the home land, he being about 
five years old at that time. It was a trying voyage, many deaths occurring on 
the ship from plague, the trip requiring twenty-eight days. For a time after 
landing there was sickness in the family and they had a hard time. Later the 
father took his family to Beloit, Rock county, Wisconsin, where he found em- 
ployment on the farm, digging wells and doing whatever he could to earn an 
honest living. He soon had a start in the new country, securing some good 
land where he established a good home and made a comfortable living, clear- 
ing and developing the land into a good farm, after undergoing the usual 
hardships incident to pioneer life in the north sixty years ago. In 1855 James 
Lawless added to his place by buying forty acres more and farmed successfully 
until he met death in a runaway accident, September 1, 1857, after which the 
subject and his brothers had to work hard to support the family and keep the 
farm up, Joseph then being fifteen years of age. The place being divided, 
he and his mother remained on one half of it. Joseph remained at home dur- 
ing the war, he being the only support of his mother. He worked in a butcher 
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shop for some time and farmed some. His brother Andrew had gone to 
Nevada and returned home on a visit, and in the spring of 1864 Joseph re- 
turned to the far West with him, making the long overland journey across the 
plains in a wagon, there being several in the party. The trip was both a 
pleasant and eventful one, their experiences being somewhat trying at times, 
and it is very interesting to hear the subject relate the various incidents of 
this trip. He is a fluent conversationalist, and having always been a keen 
observer, his accounts not only of this trip, but his voyage from Ireland to 
America, then from New York to Wisconsin along the route of the Great 
Lakes, are both interesting and instructive, bringing back as they do vivid 
pictures of pioneer days and conditions of another and much different period 
than that of the present. They arrived in Nevada the following summer, 
having been over four months on the way, and there they went to farming 
and were successful. After remaining in that state a few years, Joseph Law- 
less went into California and visited many different places in 1866. Boarding 
a steamship at San Francisco, he started, in the fall of that year, back to New 
York city, by way of the isthmus of Panama, which they crossed by train, 
then boarded the steamship "Arizona," and proceeded up the Atlantic coast, 
landing in New York November 1, 1866, the entire trip from San Francisco 
requiring twenty-one days. Mr. Lawless and three other young men, whom 
he had met on board the ship, one bound for Wisconsin and the other two for 
Iowa, started West the following day, making the trip by rail and boat back to 
his old home near Beloit, Wisconsin. He spent the following winter visiting 
with his mother, now grown old, and with relatives and friends in that locality. 
Joseph Lawless had saved about a thousand dollars while in the West, which, 
together with the proceeds from the old home place which was sold soon after 
his return, gave him sufficient capital to start up anew. He decided to make 
his future home in the state of Iowa, having been very favorably impressed 
with the same upon his trip west, so he came to Hardin county, leaving Beloit. 
Wisconsin, March 1, 1867, but after visiting awhile in the southern part of 
the state he returned to Wisconsin somewhat discouraged, but soon afterwards 
he started again for Hardin county, Iowa. Here he purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres at three dollars and fifty cents per acre. He was pleased with 
the new country, and found numerous species of wild game and such condi- 
tions as one would expect to find in a new country at that period. He began 
improving his wild land and, by dint of hard toil and perseverance, soon had 
a good farm developed and a good home established, having in the meantime 
purchased five acres of timber near by. Hardin county was then practically 
all wild, only a few scattering houses here and there on the prairie, and there 
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were practically no roads and few conveniences of modern civilization. But 
he in time had made preparation to bring his mother here, and begin the work 
of home building in earnest, Mr. Lawless having remained in Iowa until the 
latter part of 1867 when he went back to the old home for his mother. He 
remained among his kinsfolk until February 10, 1868, and after a somewhat 
trying trip through the snow over the bleak, treeless prairies, they reached their 
new home. In time newcomers settled about them and the country was de- 
veloped until today it has quite a different aspect, fine farms lying in all direc- 
tions and elegant large dwellings standing all about. To the subject credit 
must be given for a full share in this work of transformation, for his bravery 

1? and courage in coming to a wild country and bearing its hardships and priva- 
tions until it could be made to "blossom as the rose" and take rank, as it does 
today, with the best sections of the great Hawkeye state. Renting his farm 
about 1869, he took his mother back to Wisconsin and spent part of his time 
there and in Illinois, resuming work on his place in 1872. On August 15th 
of that year Joseph Lawless was married to Mary Doll, in Ackley, Hardin 
county, by Father O'Dowd. She was born near Shannon, Illinois, on Christ- 
mas day, 1856. They began to keep house on their farm in October, 1872. 
The mother of Mr. Lawless, to whom he was ever very much devoted, passed 
to the other world in March, 1873, and was buried in Beloit, Wisconsin, beside 
her husband, who had preceded her to the grave sixteen years. 

With the assistance of his young wife, Mr. Lawless was soon making 
money, and by thrift and industry added to his original place until he has one 
of the choice farms of the county, consisting of three hundred and twenty 
acres, which he has brought up to a high state of improvement and cultiva- 
tion, and he has a beautiful home and substantial outbuildings. He has been 
very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser, having long been out of 
debt and had laid by for old age a comfortable competency. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lawless, namely : James, 
born October 28, 1873, 1S farming in this (Jackson) township; Joseph, Jr., 
born February 11, 1876, is managing the old home place, his father having re- 
tired from active farming; Bertha, born June 25, 1878, remained single, and 
died when twenty-five years of age; John, born July 4, 1881, married Jennie 
Sharpshear, and they are living on a farm in Jackson township. They all 
received very good educations in the local schools and are well situated in 

ti life. 

Joseph Lawless is a man whom everybody likes and respects, having led 
an exemplary and useful life, and he and his wife number their friends by the 
i scores wherever they are known. 



Digitized by Google 



534 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



OLIVER HUFFMAN. 

From the Badger state has come to us a gentleman evidently endowed 
with the characteristics that would win in any environment, for Oliver Huff- 
man, successful farmer and stock man of Jackson township, Hardin county, 
is one of those men who are never subdued by adverse fortune and unfavorable 
luck. He believes in getting up and forging ahead again, and thereby he 
has won in the battle of life. 

Mr. Huffman was born in Green county, Wisconsin, August 23, 1865. 
He is the son of Absalom and Mary (Baughman) Huffman, both natives of 
Ohio who went to Green county, Wisconsin, when young with their parents, 
and there they grew to maturity and married. The elder Huffman secured 
wild, unimproved timber land, which he developed, and in May, 1866, he came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in Jackson township in section 20, securing 
one hundred and sixty acres of wild land, on which he made all the improve- 
ments, farming successfully until his death in 1889; his widow is still living, 
making her home in Ellis township with her children, in which township her 
husband also owned one hundred and twenty acres. He raised a great deal of 
stock of all kinds. He was a Democrat and a member of the Methodist church 
at O'wasa. He reared a large family, he and wife becoming the parents of 
fifteen children, namely: Ruanna, George, Solomon, Sarah, Clara, all de- 
ceased; Frank is farming in Ellis township, this county; James, deceased; 
Oliver, of this review; Addie, deceased; William is farming in South Dakota; 
Margaret lives in Ellis township, this county; Martha is deceased; Samuel is 
farming in Ellis township, this county ; Lottie also lives in this townshp. as 
does also Otto, with whom the mother makes her home. 

Oliver Huffman was educated in the common schools, and when a boy 
he was compelled to work hard. He lived at home until his marriage, which 
occurred on March 1, 1891, to Bessie Verbeck, of Lena, Illinois, the daughter 
of Benjamin and Esther (Wmegart) Verbeck, the former a native of Illinois 
and the latter of Pennsylvania. They married in Illinois. The wife died in 
1882 and Mr. Verbeck married later Hattie Drew, a native of Columbia 
county, Wisconsin. He was the father of five children by his first wife, 
namely: Lillie married Eugene Manseau, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Belle 
married William Waffle, of Kirksville, Missouri; Irwm lives in Montana; 
Bessie, wife of Mr. Huffman; Delilah married Samuel Hoffman, of Ellis 
township, this county. 
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Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Huffman, one of whom 
is deceased, namely: Ray H., Esther (died when eight years old), Mary, 
Lester, Irwin, Ruth and Ula. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Huffman lived on the old Huffman 
homestead until 1905 and then located on their present farm. They built their 
commodious and attractive home in 1908 and the barn in 1906, also built other 
substantial buildings on the place, in fact, made all necessary improvements. 
They started with one hundred and twenty acres in the home place. In 1910 
they bought eighty-eight acres in section 19, the G. A. Mix place, all in Jack- 
son township. Mr. Huffman raises short-horn cattle, draft horses and Pol- 
and-China hogs and he is very successful as a stock raiser and general farmer. 
Politically he is a Democrat and has been school director for twelve years. 
He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Eldora; the Modern 
Brotherhood of America at Owasa, and the Methodist Episcopal church at 
Owasa. 



FREDERICK BERTOG. 

4 

Hardin county, as well as many another section of our nation, owes much 
of its progressiveness to the infusion of the German element amongst its 
population, and especially is this apparent in the realm of agriculture. One 
of the worthiest and best known of this vast element in the locality of which 
this history treats is Frederick Bertog, one of the painstaking and successful 
farmers of Buckeye township. 

Mr. Bertog was born on March 14, 1845, in Pomerania, Germany, and 
he is the son of John Bertog and wife, of the same country and locality, and 
there the parents spent their lives on a farm, never coming to America. They 
were the parents of three children, Ernestina, Wilhimina and Frederick, of 
this review. 

The subject grew to maturity in Germany and received a very limited 
education in the schools of his native country. He had to work hard when 
a boy. He was first married in 1881 to Bertha Blossi, of Pommern, Ger- 
many; her death occurred on January 17, 1897, and to this union six chil- 
dren were born, namely: Ella, who married John Luttschwager, of Buckeye 
township; Charles F. married Cora Yager and they live in Buckeye town- 
ship; Clara, who married Clarence Schaub, lives in Worthington, Minnesota; 
Lillie married Joseph Liettermann and they live in Buckeye township; Luie 
and Fred. 
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Mr. Bertog was married a second time, his last wife being Johanna Kani- 
per, of Ostfriesland. Germany. She was the widow of John Kampern, of 
Germany, and was the mother of four children by her first marriage, namely: 
Annie, Catherine, John and Fuller. Four children were also born of her 
union with Mr. Bertog of this review, namely: Walter, Florence,. Margareta 
and Emma. 

Mr. Bertog emigrated to America in 1882, landing in the new world with 
a total capital of five cents, but he was rich in energy, ambition and tact and 
he went to work with a will and soon had a good start. He first located at 
Eldora, Iowa, and worked on the Chicago & Northwestern railroad, which 
was then building through this country. After working one season on the 
railroad, he came to Buckeye township and rented land for four years. He 
was economical, managed well and worked hard and was enabled to buy a 
good farm of one hundred and sixty acres, where he still resides and which 
he has brought up to a high state of cultivation and improvement. His land 
is well located in section 28. It was all wild when he purchased it. In con- 
nection with diversified farming, he raises a good grade of horses, cattle and 
hogs. He is a Democrat, but has never aspired to office. He attends the 
Lutheran church at Buckeye. 



JASON L. ESTES. 

The names of Estes and Foster seem inseparably connected with the his- 
tory of Hardin county, and especially the northern portion, where both fami- 
lies have been prominent in the affairs of Iowa Falls for a half century. 

Jason L. Estes was a pioneer who looked far into the future and sought 
to lay a broad foundation for a future city, and many are the stories told of 
those early days when he fought for a larger and broader plan upon which 
Iowa Falls was ultimately to mature. Mr. Estes came of sturdy New Eng- 
land stock, and he was born in South Adams, Massachusetts, October 1, 181 7, 
the son of John and Sarah Estes, who moved to Manlius, New York, when 
their son, Jason L., was yet a lad ; they subsequently moved to Genesee county, 
that state. Until he was of age, Jason L. Estes resided at the home farm, in 
the meantime securing, as best he could, with limited time, an education. He 
taught school and at the same time took up the subject of civil engineering, a 
profession he planned to follow all his life. Feeling that greater opportunities 
were offered a young man in the West, he came to Du Page county, Illinois, 
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where he farmed for several years and then took up civil engineering, work- 
ing on the line of the first railroad ever built in that state. In 1851 he was at- 
tracted to California by the gold discovery craze, but, owing to poor health, 
returned East after a few months sojourn on the coast. 

It was in 1855 that Hardin county first knew Mr. Estes, and no name is 
more prominently mentioned in the early history of Iowa Falls than that of 
Mr. Estes. Associated with Hosmer Stevens and James R. Larkin, Mr. Estes 
platted the town of Iowa Falls, purchasing the interests of Captain White in 
1856. Mr. Estes in those early days of the city evidently had visions of a 
thriving municipality on the land that was then but a clearing in the timber 
that bordered the Iowa river in section 13, for he waged a strenuous campaign 
for public grounds and, although he met with opposition, he succeeded in 
having the public square set aside as a park and in later years the city council 
passed an ordinance designating the place as Estes Park. Mr. Estes also 
contended for a whole block for public schools, but was defeated in his plans 
and a half block was set aside, but in later years his wisdom was verified, for 
the school district purchased the balance of the block where the school build- 
ings now stand, at a fancy figure. It was Mr. Estes who contended that block 
A in North addition should be reserved for a "seminary" and he was partly 
successful, and for years the west two-thirds of the block was unused, but to- 
day it affords a commanding location for the principal buildings of Ellsworth 
College. 

In May, 1843, Mr. Estes was united in marriage with Sarah M. Sargent, 
a daughter of Richard A. and Sally Sargent, who lived at Colesburg, New 
York. To Mr. and Mrs. Estes were born two daughters, Mary A., who died 
at the age of eighteen, and Abbie J., who was married to Dr. J. H. Foster, a 
pioneer physician, in June, 1864. 

The death of Mr. Estes occurred on October 12, 1876, and the responsi- 
ble duties of his business interests fell upon the shoulders of his wife, who, 
for years, handled the property entrusted to her with wonderful business 
sagacity. Mrs. Estes died in October, 1906. 

Besides being one of the three proprietors of the town plat of Iowa Falls, 
Mr. Estes was one of the builders of the old stone grist mill, which was built 
in 1857 ar| d has been in continuous operation ever since. He was identified 
with every public interest and proved by his excellent judgment and acute 
business foresight to be just the sort of a man that was needed in forming a 
new community that was destined to become one of the leading cities of cen- 
tral Iowa. He was prominent in all the affairs of the new town and left the 
impress of his active life on the early pages of the city's history. 
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Mrs. Estes was called upon to take up the duties that devolved upon her 
at her husband's death, showed a wonderful business ability and until her 
death, at the advanced age of eighty-three, she gave her business affairs her 
careful attention. Mrs. Estes was one of the incorporators of the Ladies 
Social Gathering, a woman's society that has developed and managed Union 
cemetery since the early sixties. Mrs. Estes served as president of the society 
until her death and much of the success of the undertaking was due to her 
deep interest and active work in the society. She was a Universalist by faith 
and a devoted member of that church all her life. 

In official and civic life, Mr. Estes served for many years as county sur- 
veyor and was a member of the blue lodge of the Masonic fraternity. 



MATTHEW THOMPSON. 

No citizen in Pleasant township, Hardin county, is better known or held 
in higher favor generally than Matthew Thompson, for his long life has been 
most judiciously lived and now, with life's gloaming about him, he can look 
back over the years without regret for any misspent days or wrong deeds, for 
his life has been lived in a manner that has brought only good to himself and 
to others. 

Mr. Thompson was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, July 30, 1831, and 
he is the son of John Thompson, who was a native of county Tyrone, Ireland. 
When he was two years old his father brought him and the rest of the family 
to the United States and located in Jefferson county, Ohio, among the pio- 
neers. John Thompson, the subject's grandfather, died there on his farm, 
and there his son, John, grew to maturity and was married when a young man 
to Maria Ross, who was a native of Jefferson county, Ohio. In 1850 they 
came to Washington county, Iowa, and entered wild prairie land from the 
government and here spent their latter years. Mr. Thompson dying at the 
age of seventy-two. Twelve children were born to them, two of whom died 
early, namely : William, deceased ; John, also now deceased, lived in Pleasant 
township, this county; Mary, Moore, Nancy, Margaret, Caroline. Thomas, 
Robert. Matthew, of this review, was the third child in order of birth in 
his father's family. He had little chance to go to school, but improved what 
he did have. He lived at home assisting with the work about the place until 
he was twenty years of age, then he went to Jersey county. Illinois, where he 
remained six years. In 1862 he married Louisa R. Ray, who was a native 
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of Monroe county, Missouri. She proved to be a most faithful helpmeet 
and her death occurred in 1910. To this union five children were born, name- 
ly : Mary married John Wasson, a prominent farmer in Pleasant township. 
Hardin county; William, who lives in Tipton township, this county, is assessor 
of the same; Ann Belle, who received a good education and was for some 
time a teacher, married George Elerding, of Lawn Hill, Iowa, where he is 
engaged in mechandising ; Edward, who married Aurora Clark, is farming 
on the old home place; Margaret, who is teaching in Marshalltown, Iowa, has 
been teaching most successfully many years, having a fine education and 
being naturally adapted for this line of work. 

The subject lived in Jersey county, Illinois, in 1864 and he drove overland 
to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in Pleasant township, where he has since 
remained and where he has been signally successful in his general agricultural 
and stock raising operations. He at first purchased one hundred and fifteen 
acres, and he has added to this as he has prospered until he now owns a fine 
farm of two hundred and seventy-eight acres. He has kept his land well 
improved and has a good dwelling and outbuildings and has always kept an 
excellent grade of stock, being a good judge of all kinds of live stock. He 
has made a specialty of Poland-China hogs and "grade" cattle. He deserves 
a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, having started in life a 
poor boy, but by hard work and judicious management he has forged to the 
front and is now one of the substantial men of his township. 

The parents of the subject were forty-four days making the tedious and 
somewhat dangerous overland journey from the Buckeye state to Washington 
county, Iowa, bringing with them three wagons and nine horses. They had 
hard work getting through in many places. The father secured one hundred 
and sixty acres of land here for which he paid five dollars per acre. He began 
life in typical pioneer fashion, erecting a log cabin and stable which, as he 
prospered, gave way to more substantial buildings, for in time he had a very 
comfortable home and an excellent farm. He was a good citizen and did a 
great deal for his community in many ways. 



RICHARD J. HEATH. 

Such a citizen as Richard J. Heath, of Jackson township, Hardin county, 
is deserving of a conspicuous place in the history of his locality for he has 
been an advocate of all that is wholesome in social life, altruistic in public life 
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and progressive in civic and business affairs. He was born in Erie county, 
Pennsylvania, December 10, 1837, and he is the son of Joseph Heath, born 
in 1800, in Whitehall county, New York, whose wife was Elizabeth Rich- 
mond, born in 1801 in Genesee county, New York, and in that state they grew 
up and married. The former was the son of Joseph Heath, who was born 
in Vermont, from which state he went to Whitehall county, New York. He 
married Mary Spencer, of Vermont, and they spent their lives on a farm in 
New York, and became the parents of five sons and three daughters. 

Grandfather Richmond was born in Genesee county, New York, of 
Scotch descent ; he married Elizabeth Ackley and he died in Fairport, Ohio, 
having devoted his life to farming; his family consisted of five sons and four 
daughters. 

The subject's father, Joseph Heath, received a common school education 
and devoted his life to farming. In 1834 he went to Erie county, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he remained three years, then moved to Lorain county, Ohio, 
where he became owner of a farm. In 1846 he went to Carroll county, 
Illinois, where he got wild land for which he paid one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, which he developed into a good farm, and in 1870 he went to 
Minnesota, and his death occurred at Wabesha, that state, his wife dying in 
Carroll county, Illinois, in i860. They were the parents of the following 
children: Horace, who was a farmer, died in Florida; Charles, who was a 
farmer in Carroll county, Illinois, is deceased; Richard J. of this review; 
Joseph, who was a farmer in Carroll county, Illinois, died in i860; William 
Henry is farming at New Washburn, North Dakota. 

Richard J. Heath was educated in the home schools and when sixteen 
years of age he started to learn the carpenter's trade, at which he worked for 
twenty-five years, being very skillful with tools. In 1869 he came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and secured eighty acres in section 31, Jackson township, on 
which he built a small house and which he rented until 1880, making his home 
in Berlin, Iowa, working at his trade. In 1904 he built his present com- 
modious and attractive home and his substantial barn in 1909 and he made 
all the other improvements on the place, having now a very choice farm. 

Mr. Heath was married on September 26, 1866, to Martha E. McNama, 
of Carroll county, Illinois, the daughter of Hiram and Emily (Lockett) 
McNama, the former born in Madrid, Mississippi, and the latter in Richmond. 
Virginia ; they lived in Owensboro, Kentucky, for a time, then in 1832 went 
to Carroll county, Illinois. The father was compelled to follow an Indian 
trail twenty miles in order to reach his claim ; they began life in typical pioneer 
fashion and there they spent the rest of their days. Mr. McNama was born 
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in 1 81 2 and he died in 1890; his wife was born in 18 14 and she died in 
1844. He married a second time, his last wife being Maria Stewart, a native 
of New York. She died in Carroll county, Illinois, in 1900. Martha, wife 
of Mr. Heath, was the only child by the first marriage; there were three 
children by the second marriage. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Heath, namely : Fred 
R. is an electrician in Salt Lake City, Utah; he was in the Spanish-American 
war; Robert Eugene died in early life. 

Mr. Heath was one of the patriotic sons of the North who fought to 
preserve the union, having enlisted, first, in the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, at Freeport, Illinois, in which he served three months, having en- 
listed on May 7, 1861 ; on August 25th following he re-enlisted in the Thirty- 
fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry at Sterling, and was assigned to duty in 
the Army of the Cumberland, which went into winter quarters at Green 
river. In the spring of 1862, after the surrender of Fort Donelson, he was 
in the second day's fight at Shiloh, after which he was sent to the Tennessee 
river and to Bridgeport, Alabama, coining north to Louisville, Kentucky, on 
August 20, 1862. He participated in the battle of Stone's river, and remained 
in that vicinity until June, 1863, when he went on the Tullahoma campaign, 
then came back to Chattanooga, and took part in the great battle of Chicka- 
mauga in September, 1863; then engaged in the battle of Missionary Ridge, 
after which he went to Atlanta into winter quarters. On January 3, 1864, 
Mr. Heath re-enlisted in the same company and regiment. He came home on 
a thirty-day furlough, then returned to Chattanooga, later engaged in the 
Atlanta campaign and was in the attack when the city was taken. He was 
with Sherman in his march to the sea and was in the Grand Review at Wash- 
ington. He was never away from his company or regiment except on duty 
during all his term of service of four years and three months. He entered 
as a private, but was promoted to fourth sergeant for gallant conduct; he 
was also orderly one year, and was second lieutenant, later first lieutenant, 
and was in command of his company from May, 1864, to July 12, 1865. 
He received an honorable discharge at Chicago upon the last mentioned date. 
He has been a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at Eldora, Iowa. 

Mr. Heath has taken considerable interest in political affairs, and he has 
been assessor of Jackson township since 1875, and school director for thirty 
years. He is a loyal Democrat. No man is better known in Hardin county 
or has more warm friends than Mr. Heath. He is well informed, is a wide 
reader and has an excellent memory. He is remarkably well preserved for 
one of his age, has all of his faculties in perfect condition and is an interesting 
man to meet. 
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WILLIAM O. BURDICK. 

As a twentieth-century farmer and stock raiser, William O. Burdick 
seems to have no superiors in Ellis township, Hardin county, as all who have 
occasion to see his well tilled and well kept farm can testify, for he trained 
himself to do everything systematically and never leaves for tomorrow what 
should be done today. He comes of an excellent agricultural family of the 
Sucker state and his birth occurred on June 15, 1854, in Stephenson county, 
Illinois, seven miles west of Freeport. He is the son of George D. and Sarah 
J. (Christy) Burdick, both natives of Pennsylvania, who in an early day 
moved to Stephenson county, Illinois, where the father bought land. In 1855 
they moved to Hardin county, Iowa, driving through with an ox team and 
bringing a heifer among their scant earthly possessions. They settled in sec- 
tion 17, Ellis township, where he bought eighty acres of wild land upon which 
he erected a log cabin, starting life in typical pioneer fashion. He prospered 
here and later added eighty and forty acres. In 1862 he traded the place for 
one hundred and eighty-one acres in Benton county, Iowa, twenty acres of 
which was timbered. At Vinton, Iowa, he enlisted for service in the Union 
army and was killed in Georgia and buried there, having made a most gallant 
soldier in defense of the flag. He had also served in the Mexican war. 
After his death the widow and four children went to Crawford county, 
Pennsylvania, to her father, Henry Christie, and were there two years, then 
came to Benton county, Iowa, and later to Ellis township, Hardin county, 
settling on a farm of one hundred and five acres that G. D. Burdick had bought 
previously. It was wild land, but they put up a dwelling and went to work 
and made a very comfortable living, remaining there two years. They then 
traded for the farm which the subject now owns and lived there until 1872, 
when the mother went to Kansas, Colorado, Idaho and Arizona, driving 
through with a team most of the way, and she made two similar trips from 
Kansas to Arizona. There were four children in her family, namely: Will- 
iam O., of this review; Lucina, the widow of Z. Roberts, of Alden. Iowa; 
George R., a miner and ranchman at Malta, Idaho, who went west with his 
mother when twelve years of age and began work at forty dollars per month; 
he remained with one man four years and worked up to sixty dollars per month 
in a short time. He saved his money and finally became well-to-do; he was 
a cowboy in the early days. James Perry Burdick is with his brother at 
Malta, Idaho, engaged in business. The mother of these children married a 
second time, her last husband being Frank Cooley, of Illinois, who died in 
Arizona; this union was without issue. The widow now lives with her chil- 
dren in the West. 
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William O. Burdick had little opportunity to attend school. He started 
in life for himself when sixteen years old, and he has spent the major part 
of his life in Ellis and Buckeye townships. He was manried on June 22, 
1877, to Margaret Palmer, of McLean county, Illinois, near Bloomington. 
She was the daughter of Thomas and Rachael (Dearth) Palmer, of the last 
named place. In an early day they moved to Pierce county, Wisconsin, 
where the mother died, after which the father came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and his death occurred here on August 12, 1890, his wife having passed 
away in 1871. They were the parents of nine children, eight of whom are 
still living, namely: Elias, who lives at Logan, Iowa, was in the Civil war 
six months; Randolph, who lived in Oklahoma, went in the army when 
only sixteen years of age and served through the war; Elizabeth lives at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana; Nancy lives in Oklahoma; J. J. lives at Caldwell, 
Idaho; Margaret, wife of Mr. Burdick of this review; Benson lives at 
Waterloo, Iowa; Ludy is deceased; Asal lives in Iowa Falls. 

Three children have been born to the subject and wife : George Edward, 
married, on November 5, 1903, Lucretia Cooper and they have two children, 
Ruby and Inez ; on March 5, 1906, he went to Smith county, South Dakota, 
where he has since farmed; he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America. Neoma J. Burdick, who married John Eason, a farmer of Ellis 
township, has two children, Enola and Fern ; Bertie Euguene is at home. 

In connection with farming, Mr. Burdick has become well known 
throughout the county as a threshing machine man, having operated a 
thresher for forty years in this locality. He has always been a farmer and 
stock raiser. He owns a well improved farm of sixty-nine acres in Ellis 
township, where he has a pleasant home. Politically, he is a Republican, 
and has served as a member of the school board many years. He is a mem- 
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Buckeye, also the Modern 
Woodmen of America at Alden, Iowa. 



FRANK WILSON RHODES. 

Among the young farmers of Grant township, Hardin county, to whom 
the future seems to hold a great deal in store is Frank Wilson Rhodes, one 
of the honored native sons of the county and the representative of an honored 
early family, so that the name he bears has been a very familiar one in this 
vicinity for many decades. It has always stood for progressive ideas, whole- 
some living and patriotism, and while the life of the immediate subject 
has been practically without incident of an unusual nature, it has shown that 
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steady, consecutive endeavor, coupled with an honesty of purpose, will 
accomplish large results in the end. 

Mr. Rhodes was born on February 5, 1877, a short distance west of 
Eldora, this county. He is the son of Asbury and Emeline (Walton) 
Rhodes, now living in their pleasant home in the town of Providence. They 
have a complete sketch in another part of this work. 

When he was two years of age. the parents of Frank \V. Rhodes moved 
to the southwestern part of Providence township where the father bought a 
farm and there established the family home. There the son, Frank W., grew 
to maturity, assisted in developing the place and attended the neighboring 
schools in the winter time, remaining at home until he was married in March, 
1899, to Ruth Andrews, daughter of S. D. Andrews, of Hubbard, a sketch of 
whom is to be found on another page of this work. 

After his marriage Mr. Rhodes farmed for two years on his father's 
farm and one year in Story county; then, in 1902, he bought the farm where 
he now lives in the southeastern part of Grant township, consisting of one 
hundred and sixty acres, which he has kept well cultivated and is improving 
from year to year. He has a good farm and a very comfortable home. 

Mr. Rhodes and wife have five children, namely: Irene Myrtle, Vern 
Wilson, Wayne Asbury, Roy Dexter, Bernice Frankie. This family belongs 
to the Friends church. 



JOHN S. CAINE. 

Although John S. Caine has been called to another field of action, "be- 
yond the vale of shadows." his memory is fresh to the minds of his many 
friends of Hardin county and elsewhere, who were the recipients of his pleas- 
ant greetings and valued friendship during his lifetime. He was a man who 
believed in lending what aid he could in pushing forward the car of civiliza- 
tion while advancing his individual interests. He carried on extensively farm- 
ing and stock raising and was more than ordinarily successful, as is shown by 
the valuable and desirable property he accumulated in Ellis township. He was 
essentially a self-made man and always took pride, and, justly, too. in the fact 
that his own unaided endeavors had made him what he was and had brought 
him his success in life. 

Mr. Caine was born March 4, 1866, in Livingston county, Illinois, and. 
after an active and useful life of less than forty years, he was summoned to 
an untimely grave on October 9, 1905. He was the son of William and Man- 
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Ann (Cool) Caine, both natives of the Isle of Man, from which they emi- 
grated to America in early life and while yet young located in Livingston 
county, Illinois, where, in due course of time, they established a good home, 
spending the balance of their lives on a farm. They were the parents of seven 
child :n, namely : Nelson, Robert, Joseph, Walter, Lydia, Mary and John S., 
whose . ~ne initiates this sketch. 

John S. Caine grew to maturity in Livingston county, Illinois, received 
his educational training in the public schools and remained with his parents, 
assisting them in the work about the farm, until 1893, when he moved to 
Hardin county, Iowa, locating on one hundred and sixty acres of valuable 
land in section 15, Ellis township. He made many improvements on the 
place and soon had one of the most desirable farms in the vicinity and there 
carried on most successfully general farming and stock raising, specializing on 
Percheron horses, which he bred for a number of years, also raised a good 
grade of cattle and hogs. He took an interest in public affairs and held sev- 
eral township offices, always with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of 
the people. 

In March, 1901, Mr. Caine was united in marriage with Mrs. Siba 
Nichols, of Iowa county, Iowa, the widow of O. D. Nichols and a daughter of 
John and Annie (Ernsperger) Myers, natives of Ohio, having come to Iowa 
county, this state, in the early period of its development and secured a good 
farm and became well established and were highly respected. Mrs. Caine is a 
woman of many strong characteristics and she is a member of the Presbyter- 
ian church at Owasa, Iowa. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Caine, John William, Vera and Lorna A., who are now at home. By her 
previous marriage, Mrs. Caine was the mother of four children, named as 
follows: Huber E. Nichols is engaged in gardening and the poultry business 
at Owasa, Iowa ; Oliver W. Nichols works in a garage at Iowa Falls ; Ralph 
A. Nichols and Owen D. Nichols are with their mother on the farm. These 
children all received their education in the home schools. This family has 
made many valuable friends since coming to this county. 



THOMAS H. WILSON. 

The present sketch is concerned with the history of a representative 
farmer of Aetna township, Hardin county, a man well and favorably known 
to his neighbors, an excellent farmer, and an honest and honorable citizen. 

(35) 
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Thomas H. Wilson was born on April 9, 1833, m Clinton county, Penn- 
sylvania, the son of James and Elizabeth (Henry) Wilson, both natives of 
Pennsylvania. In 1850, James Wilson and his family <jame to Stephenson 
county, Illinois, where he purchased a farm of raw prairie land and improved 
the same. In 1864 he sold this and came to Hardin township, Hardin county, 
Iowa, where he purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, partially 
improved. He was a shoemaker by trade, but preferred farming and stock 
raising, in which he passed his mature life. The Wilson family is of Irish 
descent. James Wilson was in earlier times a Whig, and later a Republican. 
Both he and his wife were members of the Methodist church. They were 
the parents of eleven children, three of whom died in infancy, and seven 
of whom are living in Iowa. Samantha, Mrs. Hoskins, is deceased. The 
living are: Jane, now Mrs. Shaner; Samuel L., Thomas H., George W., 
Margaret, the twin of George W., now Mrs. Klapp, Robert P., and Ellen, 
now Mrs. Reynolds. 

Thomas H. Wilson remained in his father's home until he was of age, 
receiving his education in a log school house in Pennsylvania, having a slab 
with legs affixed for a seat, and a desk as rude. He was married on March 
9. 1865, to Hannah E. Stotser, a daughter of John and Hannah Stotser. 
of Hardin county. Her father was a native of Switzerland and her mother of 
Ohio, and they were married in Ohio and came to Stephenson county, Illinois, 
in the early settlement of the state, entering land from the govern- 
ment. In 1857 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, where they bought a farm, 
and lived until their death. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson began married life in 
Hardin township on rented land, and in 1874 bought a farm in that town- 
ship, which was sold in 1883, in which year Mr. Wilson purchased his pres- 
ent farm of one hundred acres in Aetna township. This is excellent farming 
land and has good buildings on it. Mr. Wilson has been successful, and no 
man in the township is better known or more highly respected for good citi- 
zenship. 

In 1 861 Mr. Wilson enlisted in Company A, Twelfth Iowa Infantry, 
and served three years and three months until he was honorably discharged. 
He served under Grant and took part in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shi- 
loh, Corinth, Vicksburg and Pleasant Hill. Many of his comrades fell at 
his side, but he returned to his parents without a scratch. 

In politics Thomas H. Wilson is a stanch Republican and cast his first 
vote for Abraham Lincoln. He and his wife are members of the Disciples 
church at Robertson, and he is a deacon in the church and lives up to his 
religious belief in his daily life. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are the parents of 
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seven children living, and have fifteen grandchildren. Five of their twelve 
children are dead. Those living are Lillie F., born on November 21, 1871, 
the wife of Edwin Cross; Elizabeth Jane, born on April 7, 1877; Ruie B., 
born on May 5, 1879, now Mrs. Strahorn; Alva H., born on October 24, 
1883; Irvin T., born on June 27, 1881 ; Myrtie E., born on May 15, 1886, 
now Mrs. Bacon, and Rose Velma, born on December 6, 1891. The de- 
ceased, with dates of their birth, are: James Alvin, July 29, 1866, died 
May 17, 1874; William H., born March 27, 1868, died May 23, 1874; 
Charles H., born February 27, 1873, died May 30, 1874; George E., born 
April 5, 1875, and died on October 31, 1885; Clinton Leroy, born on Oc- 
tober 20, 1889, died on February 15, 1909. Elizabeth Jane, Ruie B. and 
Rose Velma were teachers in the public schools of the county, and attended 
Ellsworth College at Iowa Falls and Ames College. 



HARRISON H. GRAHAM. 

Although now advanced in years, Harrison H. Graham, one of the lead- 
ing agriculturists of Pleasant township, Hardin county, is regarded as one 
of the most progressive of his community, believing in keeping fully abreast 
of the times in all matters pertaining to his line of endeavor and in advocat- 
ing such movements as are calculated to be of general good to the community, 
therefore he is justly held in the highest esteem by all who know him. 

Mr. Graham was born February 25, 1836, in Ashtabula county, Ohio, 
and he is the son of Joseph and Sarah (Sharp) Graham, the father a native 
of Canada and the latter of Pennsylvania. For some time they made their 
home in Ashtabula county, Ohio, and in Hendricks county, Illinois, later 
moving to Lee county, Iowa, in 1842 or 1843. Mr. Graham entered gov- 
ernment land and improved it and lived on the same several years, then 
moved to Scotland county, Missouri, where he continued to reside for twelve 
years. He was a good farmer and made a success in life. He and his wife 
finally returned to Iowa and died at the home of their son. Harrison II . of 
this review. The father was also a stone mason by trade and worked at 
this for many years, but not continuously. He was a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. His family consisted of fourteen children. 

Harrison H. Graham had little chance to attend school, and he remained 
at home, assisting with the general work until he was twenty-eight years of 
age. On September 25, 1863, he married Catherine Knowles, daughter of 
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John Knowles, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. This union has 
been graced by the birth of three children, namely : Edward married Carrie 
Jones and they live on their farm near Lake Park, Iowa, being the parents of 
four children, Francis I., Isola May, Rollie and Mabel. Nellie Ann Graham 
married Orlando Mossman, of Mason City, Iowa, and they have six children, 
Louisa A., Catherine S., Claude E., Grace F., Claire E. and Freda. Estella 
D. Graham married Jacob Clingerman, of Pleasant township, this county, and 
they have one son, Edward Claire. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Graham located in the state of Mis- 
souri, where they remained for a time, and then moved to Pleasant township, 
Hardin county, Iowa, where Mr. Graham secured eighty acres of prairie 
land, which he brought up to a high state of improvement and which has 
yielded him a good income from year to year. He has devoted his entire 
life to farming and understands well every phase of this line of work. He 
started out in life in a small way, but by hard work he has been successful. 
While living in Missouri he served one year as a member of the state militia. 
Politically he is a Republican and has held some of the township offices of 
Pleasant township, giving the utmost satisfaction in each instance. He is a 
public-spirited man and likes to help improve his community in an) waj 
possible. 



DAVID L. ALLEN. 



Among those men of Hardin county who by the mere force of their 
personality have forged their way to the front ranks of that class of citizens 
who may justly be termed progressive, is David L. Allen, who has a fine 
farm in Buckeye township, which he has taken a great interest in and which 
he has improved in a most systematic way until it is the equal of any in the 
vicinity where it is so admirably located. He is one of the honored boys in 
blue who willingly gave up the associations of home and the prospects of 
business in order to do what he could to save the nation from treason dur- 
ing the dark days of the sixties. Mr. Allen is one of the sterling Pennsyl- 
vanians who have done so much in bringing this locality to the front, his 
birth having occurred in Crawford county, the old Keystone state, on Oc- 
tober 25, 1841. He is the son of Robert and Martha (Ladner) Allen, both 
of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, where they grew to maturity, were edu- 
cated and married. The father was a farmer, also worked in the timber 
business and later conducted a hotel at Sherman's Corners. In 1848 he went 
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to Washington county, Iowa, and engaged in the mercantile business at 
Crawfordsville for several years, and he also owned farm land. In 1869 
he came to Colo, Story county, Iowa, and later moved to Ames, this state, 
where he lived retired and where he died at the age of seventy-six years, his 
wife also dying there at the age of sixty-seven. He was a strong Repub- 
lican and was justice of the peace, also held other offices. He and his wife 
were members of the Congregational church. They were the parents of 
eight children, namely: David L., of this review; Luther, who lives near 
Breckenridge, Minnesota, is a carpenter and railroad bridge builder; during 
the Civil war he was a member of the Forty-fifth Iowa Volunteer Infantry; 
John runs a dray at Alden, Iowa; Robert, now deceased, was foreman on 
bridge work for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company; Joseph 
Dudley was killed on the railroad ; he was a fireman at Des Moines ; Selenda 
is deceased; Annie lives at Breckenridge, Minnesota. 

David L. Allen had but little opportunity to obtain an education. He 
lived at home until he was about twenty years of age. On January 12, i860, 
he was united in marriage with Rebecca Gordon, of Crawfordsville, Iowa, 
the daughter of David Gordon, of Ohio. Mrs. Allen was called to her rest 
on December 4, 1904. To Mr. and Mrs. Allen the following children were 
born: Robert Samuel died in 1863; Cora Belle, of Alden, Iowa, married 
William Palmer and they have one daughter, Cecile ; Martha is at home with 
her father; John, an engineer on the Illinois Central railroad at Waterloo, 
Iowa, married Cora Swaney and they have three children, Robert, Loyd and 
Beatrice; Sadie, who married George Gardner, lives at Alden, this county, 
and has three children, George, Marjorie and David; Frank, who has re- 
mained single, lives at home and works the old place ; Loyd, who is farming, 
married Addie Whipple; David L., Jr., is a jeweler at Twin Falls, Idaho. 

After i860, Mr. Allen of this review moved on a farm near Craw- 
fordsville, Iowa, and on July 26, 1862, he enlisted at Crawfordsville in 
Company I, Twenty-fifth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and was sent to Mt. 
Pleasant, where he remained six weeks, then descended the Mississippi river 
to Helena, Arkansas. The transport carrying this regiment grounded on a 
sand bar and was fast for five days. They wintered at Helena, Arkansas, 
and did scout duty. After being a member of the party that went on the 
Coldwater expedition, Mr. Allen was sent to Vicksburg and was in the 
siege there, thence went to Memphis, later marching to Chattanooga, and 
was in the battle of Lookout Mountain and also Missionary Ridge, later in 
the battle at Ringgold, Georgia, then back to Chattanooga and east Tennessee 
and then went into winter quarters at Woodville, Alabama. In the spring 
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of 1864 they went on to Atlanta and engaged in that campaign, being with 
Sherman all through Georgia and with him on the march to the sea, thence 
went north to Washington, D. C, and took part in the Grand Review. Mr. 
Allen was discharged on June 14, 1865, and was mustered out on June 
6th of that year at Davenport, Iowa, After his career in the army he went 
back to his family in Craw fords ville and in 1869 went to Story county, 
coming to Hardin county in 1875, buying three hundred and twenty acres in 
Alden township, which he sold in 1893 and bought one hundred and seventy- 
four acres in section 5, Buckeye township, where he now resides. He has 
always been a farmer and has met with unusual success. He has a well 
improved and very productive place and carries on general farming and stock 
raising. He has also followed threshing for many years throughout this 
locality. 

Mr. Allen is a Republican and he has held some of the township of- 
fices. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at Alden, Iowa. 
He has among his heirlooms a Bible one hundred and fifty years old. Mrs. 
Allen was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 



OREN L. AXTELL. 

Conspicuous among the experienced farmers and successful live stock 
men of Ellis township is the gentleman under whose name this sketch is 
written. An enterprising man who has done much to promote the material 
growth and prosperity of the section of the country in which he resides and 
a public-spirited citizen who, while laboring for his own interests, is mind- 
ful of the interests of his neighbors and friends, his ltfe has been influential 
tor good, and it is with no little satisfaction that the following brief out- 
line of his career is accorded a place in these pages. 

Oren L. Axtell is a native of Hardin county, Iowa, born on the farm in 
Ellis township which he now owns, January 27, 1861. He first saw the light 
of day in the little log cabin which served as the parental home for a num- 
ber of years, and he spent his childhood and youth amid an environment 
which, while not altogether pleasing, was calculated to arouse what was best 
in his mind and keep him from associations which toe often develop and 
foster evil habits and start young lads on the downward grade. His father, 
Sylvester Axtell, was a plain, hard-working man of good repute, whose in- 
fluence was always salutary, and his mother combined those estimable qual- 
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ities of mind and heart so essential to true womanhood and motherhood. 
Blessed with such excellent parentage, Oren Axtell grew up with proper 
conceptions of the duties and responsibilities of life, and he became some- 
thing more than a mere passive agent among his fellows. At the proper 
age he entered the district schools, where he acquired a fair knowledge of 
the usual course of study and during the spring and summer months assisted 
his father in cultivating the farm. 

Mr. Axtell took kindly to agriculture and decided to make it the work 
of his life. To encourage him in this resolution, his father gave him every 
advantage within his power, and when the youth was approaching the age 
of young manhood the interest of one became the interest of both. In brief, 
the father made him a partner and they cultivated the farm with a mutual 
interest until 1902, when the subject bought the homestead, paying the sum 
of sixty dollars per acre. 

The Axtell farm consists of one hundred and sixty acres of fine land 
admirably situated for agricultural and live stock purposes. It lies on the 
north side of the South fork, about eight and one-half miles south of Iowa 
Falls, in the midst of an excelent farming district, and in point of fertility 
it is not excelled by any like area of land in that part of Ellis township. 
Nearly half the pace is timber and pasture land, the rest being in a high state 
of cultivation and improved with substantial buildings, good fences and 
many modern conveniences, all of which bear testimony to the interest, in- 
dustry and progressive spirit of the owner. Mr. Axtell has achieved con- 
siderable reputation as a breeder and raiser of fine live stock, in which branch 
of farming he has no superiors in his part of the county. He takes pride 
in his animals and has sold quite a number at fancy prices. His horses are 
of the best breeds for roadsters and draft ; his cattle are of high grade blooded 
stock, and he has long been noted for the excellent strains of sheep and hogs 
which he raises and for which there is always a firm demand. 

Mr. Axtell votes with the Republican party, but has never posed as a 
politician or office seeker. He has little taste for public life, being devoted to 
his home and family and finding his greatest satisfaction in attending to his 
own affairs. He served several years as president of the school board and 
proved a faithful and capable official. He is a friend of the school and of 
the church and encourages all other means for improving the minds and 
hearts of his fellow men. He is a member of the Cottage Methodist Prot- 
estant church, of which he has been a trustee ever since the present house 
of worship was erected, and he also served a number of years as superin- 
tendent of the Sunday school. 
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Mr. Axtell has been twice married, the first time in 1875, to Retta 
Thayer, of Ellis township, who bore him three children, and departed this 
life in 1898. The following are the names of the children: Alfred, Luie 
and Mamie, all living and at home. The second marriage was solemnized in 
1899 with Laura Reep, of Hardin county, the union being without issue. 



ALBERT MUNSON McWHIRTER. 

A leading farmer of northern Hardin county and the representative of 
one of the well known and influential pioneer families of this section of the 
state is Albert Munson McWhirter, a man who has endeavored to keep un- 
tarnished the good name of his forbears and continue the laudable work they 
began, and he has succeeded not only in keeping the old farm well improved 
and under a high state of cultivation, but also in winning the respect of all 
with whom he has come into contact. 

Mr. McWhirter was born near Iowa Falls, Iowa, August 17, 1871. He 
is the son of John and Bridget (McCarty) McWhirter, the father born in 
Ayreshire, Scotland, April 16, 1834; there he grew to maturity and was edu- 
cated and emigrated to America in 185 1 with his parents, James McWhirter 
and wife. They located first in Tioga county, New York, where the death of 
Mrs. James McWhirter occurred. In the fall of 1855, James and his son 
John and three daughters, Lizzie, Jeannette and Mary, came to Iowa Falls. 
Mary died unmarried, Jeannette married Will Holden and moved to Dickson 
county, where her death occurred. Lizzie married Albert Munson, of Gene- 
see, Illinois, and died there. James McWhirter homesteaded eighty acres at 
Iowa Falls, where Siloam Springs are. He also bought twenty acres adjoining 
and here he spent the rest of his days, following farming all his life and be- 
coming well known among the early settlers of the northern part of the county. 
John McWhirter, mentioned above, was in the land deal with his father and 
fanned with him, and for years was a pioneer stage driver in this part of 
Iowa. 

John McWhirter and Bridget McCarty were married at Iowa Falls 
March 14, 1863. She was born in county Galloway, Ireland, October 4. 
1833, the daughter of John and Mary McCarty; she emigrated to America 
from the Emerald Isle the same time that Mr. McWhirter came from Scot- 
land. She lived in New York city with the Cobb family, whom she accom- 
panied to Iowa Falls, Iowa, about 1856 or 1857. 
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Five children were born to John and Bridget McWhirter, namely : 
Frances married Harry Van Buskirk and they live in Portland, Oregon ; Ella 
died when twenty-two years old, in 1892; Hugh is in Abilene, Texas; Albert 
M., of this review; George is at Whittier, California. 

John McWhirter farmed near Iowa Falls until about ten years before his 
death, which occurred on January 21, 1908. He was simple in manners and 
taste, unassuming and hated shams. He was a good man and just, could 
think no evil of any one and was quick to forgive an injury or injustice done 
to him. 

Albert M. McWhirter, the immediate subject of this sketch, grew up on 
the old farm, the homestead that his grandfather secured from the govern- 
ment, which place has remained in the family continuously to the present time, 
and the subject owns this place at present. He has farmed here all his life. 
In his youth he attended the district schools in the winter months. He has 
kept the old home well improved and has had a comfortable income from year 
to year as a general farmer and stock raiser. 

On December 5, 1900, Mr. McWhirter was married to Minna Van Bus- 
kirk, daughter of Col. Matthew Van Buskirk and wife, whose record appears 
on another page of this work. 

In the summer of 1907 Mr. McWhirter bought one hundred and seven- 
teen acres lying just south of the home farm, this land having formerly been 
owned by his wife's parents, and he now makes his home there. 

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. McWhirter, Van and 
Doris, both attending school in Iowa Falls. 

The subject is a member of the Knights of Pythias. Personally he and 
his wife are industrious, cultivated, well read and hospitable, their genial and 
kindly dispositions winning them many friends. 



CLINTON E. MYERS. 

Among the earnest men whose enterprise and depth of character have 
gained for them a prominent place in the locality of which this history 
treats and the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens, is Clinton E. 
Myers, the well-known newspaper man of Radcliffe, a man who is eminently 
deserving of the large success that has attended his efforts in view of the 
fact that he has, unaided, forged his way from discouraging environments 
to a position in the front rank of the journalistic fraternity in central Iowa, 
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and while advancing his own interests he has done much for his adopted 
county and state, having their interests at heart and from the first an un- 
swerving faith in their future. 

Mr. Myers, like many of the progressive citizens of Hardin county, 
hails from the old Buckeye state, his birth having occurred at Riclnvood, 
Union county, Ohio, May 31, 1870, the scion of a sterling old family of that 
state, being the son of \Y. F. and Mary (Shephard) Myers, both natives of 
Newark, Ohio, the father born iii 1837 and the mother in 1847. The e ^ er 
Myers was a soldier in the Union army during the Civil war, having en- 
listed in Company A, One Hundred and Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, in which he served gallantly until the close of the war, participating 
in many trying campaigns and battles, some of the greatest of the war. 
including Gettysburg, Chickamauga and the Wilderness. For meritorious 
service he was promoted to captain of light artillery. He was mustered out 
at Washington, D. C. 

Clinton E. Myers spent his early boyhood in Ohio and attended the 
country schools. Believing that the West held greater advantages for a 
young man of ambition, when sixteen years of age he started toward the 
land of the setting sun. having a capital of two dollars after purchasing his 
railroad ticket. Landing at Jewell, Iowa, on March 31, 1886, he spent the 
two years following engaged in farm work in that vicinity, in order to get a 
start. Then he turned his attention to the newspaper field, in which he has 
remained for twenty-five years, or until the present time. He spent three 
years as an apprentice in the office of the Jewell Record and showed rare apti- 
tude for this line of endeavor from the start. He purchased this paper in 
1 891, which he managed for three years, then sold it in 1894, and bought 
a half interest in the Red cliff c Signal and the Hubbard Monitor. He moved 
to Hubbard in June, 1894, and after a six months' stay in that village, 
after thoroughly testing the capacity of the two towns, concluded that Rad- 
cliffe offered the greater inducements in which to continue in this line of en- 
deavor, so in December, eighteen years ago, he moved to his present loca- 
tion, and here has met with much success, building up a paper equal to any 
in the state of its type, his circulation ever increasing and the paper assuming 
a brighter and more attractive appearance from a mechanical viewpoint from 
time to time and becoming a valuable advertising medium as well as a mold- 
er of public opinion over a large area of one of the most favored sections 
of the Hawkeye state. 

Politically, Mr. Myers is a Republican and he has served his party ably. 
For ten years he discharged the duties of city clerk of Radcliffe, was coun- 



Digitized by Goog 



» 

HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



555 



cilman for four years and mayor for an equal length of time, during which 
time he proved himself to be a most conscientious and capable public servant, 
doing much for the permanent good of the town and vicinity and winning 
the commendation of the people. Religiously, he is a member of the Con- 
gregational church, and fraternally, he belongs to the Knights of Pythias, 
Lodge No. 339, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Lodge No. 487, and the 
Modern Woodmen of America, Camp No. 2749. He is president of the 
Hardin County Editorial Association. 

On July 13, 1892, Mr. Myers was united in marriage with Ida May 
Hoon, eldest daughter of D. R. and Marguerite (Kunz) Hoon, a highly 
respected family of Jewell, Iowa. To this union two children were born, 
Atlee, now fourteen years of age, and Marguerite Belle, twelve years old. 
The wife and mother, a woman of many worthy attributes, was called to 
her rest on November 10, 1910. 



J. B. KNOWLES 

The career of J. B. Knowles, formerly one of the leading agriculturists 
of Hardin county, now living retired in the village of Hubbard, has been a 
truly successful and honorable one, meriting the high esteem in which he is 
universally held. 

Mr. Knowles was born November 22, 1846, at Rockwell, Canada, the 
son of John and Mary (Benedict) Knowles, the father a native of Eng- 
land and the mother of New York. A complete sketch of John Knowles 
and wife is to be found elsewhere in this work. Suffice it to say here that he 
went to Canada when a young man with his parents, William and Cathc ; •> 
(Clay) Knowles. The father of the subject spent his early life in Canada 
and married there, coming to Lee county. Iowa, about 1848. remaining 
there until 1861, in the spring of which year he came to Hardin county. 
Iowa, and secured one hundred and sixty acres of land in Providence and 
Pleasant townships where the village of Quebec stood. It was wild land, 
hut he improved it and made a good farm and home and lived there until 
his death, his wife dying in 1908. He was a shoemaker by trade. He was a 
Republican and a member of the Friends church, and was well known and 
iwpular in this community. There were nine children in his family, six of 
whom are living, namely: Catherine married H. H. Graham, of Pleasant 
township, this county (see his sketch) ; J. B., of this review; William lives in 
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North Dakota; John P. lives in Tipton township, this county; Diantha mar- 
ried George Fowler, of Pleasant township, Hardin county (see their sketch); 
Ida married S. Mills, of Ellis township, this county. 

J. B. Knowles received only a limited schooling, being compelled to 
work as a farm hand when a boy, and he started in life for himself at the 
age of twenty-seven years. He spent his early life at home. On August I, 
1875, he was married to Alma Mclntire, of Hardin county, the daughter of 
Alpheus and Cordelia Mclntire, natives of New York state and early set- 
tlers of Pleasant township, this county, where they secured a good farm. 
After his first marriage the subject farmed in Tipton township, Hardin coun- 
ty, a year. His first wife died and he was married on November 12, 1904, 
to Mrs. Eliza Mclntire, widow of Frank Mclntire, who died in 1896. He was 
born in Linn county, Iowa, and he was a switchman on the Chicago & North- 
western railroad. Two children were born to Frank Mclntire and wife: 
Sanford, who married Alberta Willis, is a switchman on the Chicago & 
Northwestern railroad and lives at Hawarden, South Dakota ; Bemham, who 
married Victoria Nelson, is a switchman on the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroad, and lives at Hubbard, Iowa. The subject had no children by either 
wife. His second wife was a daughter of Frand Rundell, of Wisconsin, 
deceased. 

J. B. Knowles located in Tipton township about 1873, as before in- 
dicated, and he made his home a mile and a half north of Hubbard on a 
well kept and fertile eighty-acre farm, for a period of twenty-three years. 
On March 28, 1906, he moved to Hubbard, Iowa, where he has since re- 
sided, having here a very pleasant home. He is a member of the Friends 
church, while his wife belongs to the Baptist church. 



FREDERICK GEHRKE. 

Though born and reared to manhood under political conditions differing 
radically from our own and retaining many warm and tender recollections 
of his childhood's home in the fatherland, Frederick Gehrke, well known 
and successful business man of the village of Buckeye, Hardin county, is 
nevertheless loyal to his adopted country and a great admirer of' its laws and 
institutions. Public spirited and enterprising, he gives his support to all ob- 
jects calculated to advance the moral, intellectual and material interests of the 
county which he has chosen as his place of abode. 
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Mr. Gehrkc was born March 23, 1853, in Pommern, Germany, and he is 
the son of Gotleib and Bertha (VVacholtz) Gehrke, both of the same locality 
mentioned above. The father was a cheese maker by trade and lived in Ger- 
many all his life, dying in 1909, having reached an advanced :ige; his wife 
preceded him to the grave in 1886. They were members of the Lutheran 
church. Their family consisted of three children : Carl, living in Pommern, 
Germany; Frederick, of this review; Gustoft, deceased. 

The subject was educated in the German schools and when a boy learned 
the cheese making trade from his father. On September 6, 1880, he mar- 
ried Henrietta Thomes, of Pommern, Germany, the daughter of William and 
Augusta (Luethke) Thomes, a'so natives of that province. They came to 
America in 1885 and located in Ellis township, Hardin county, Iowa, where 
they secured a good farm. In 1910 they retired from active life and moved to 
Buckeye, where they have a pleasant home. These parents are members of 
the Evangelical Association at Buckeye. Their family consists of nine chil- 
dren: Henrietta, wife of Mr. Gehrke of this review; Albert is farming at 
Harrington, Kansas; Bertha married Gust Neuenfeldt, of Ellis township; 
Robert is farming in Buckeye township; Herman is also farming in this 
township; William lives at Highmore, South Dakota; Benjamin lives in Ellis 
township; Remholt is deceased; Otto is farming in Buckeye township. 

Nine children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Gehrke, namely: Max, 
who married Cora Axtell, is engaged in the live stock and elevator business 
at Buckeye ; Annie married Henry Weringor, of Buckeye, and they have two 
children, Higho and Leon; George, who is farming on the old home place, has 
remained single ; Amanda married William Lutsch wager, of Buckeye town- 
ship, and they have one child, Elba; Ogla is with her brother on the home 
farm; Ernest is at home; Bertha, Martha and Hattie are also at home. 

In 1888 Mr. Gehrke and wife, with their three children, Max, Annie and 
George, came to America. They located at Cottage, Ellis township, Hardin 
county, and there Mr. Gehrke worked at the cheese making business for four 
years, then bought one hundred and sixty acres in Buckeye township, section 
20. It was all wild land, but he set to work with a will and developed a good 
farm. He first built a small dwelling, sixteen by twenty-four feet, and lived 
in it for some time, although unplastered and rudely furnished. He built a 
substantial new home in 1889. When he first moved on the place he had six 
cows and one horse. He prospered by reason of hard work and good man- 
agement and made a success of general farming and stock raising and lived 
on that place until the spring of 1909, when they moved to their pleasant home 
in the village of Buckeye. He has fifteen valuable lots in this town, block 2. 
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Since moving to this place he and his son Max have been dealing in hogs and 
cattle. Politically, he is a Republican. He served five years as road super- 
visor and two years as a member of the school board. He was also street 
commissioner in the village of Buckeye for three years. He is a member of 
the Evangelical Association of Buckeye. He has done a great deal for this 
village, whose interests he has at heart, and tries to promote in every way 
possible. 



JOSEPH TOPP. 

When we consider the habits of the German citizens who have cast their 
lot in our midst, we are not surprised at their almost uniform success in 
whatever they turn their attention to, for they do not permit adversity or 
obstacles to down them and they adopt common sense and time-tried 
principles for their every-day life. They observe a proper economy, yet 
at the same time believe in having the necessities and some of the harmless 
luxuries of life. They are loyal to our institutions and ever willing to assist 
in the general development of the community in which they locate, thus be- 
coming most desirable citizens. One of this vast number who is deserving of 
special mention in a work of this nature is Joseph Topp, farmer and stock- 
man of Sherman township, Hardin county. He was born in Mecklenburg, 
Germany, on August 23, 1846. He is the son of Christ and Maria (Lynk) 
Topp, both born at the above named place. The father was a farmer there, 
and he came to America in 1856, locating in Waukesha county, Wisconsin, 
securing land which he cleared and made a home. In 1876 he came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and bought a farm in Ellis township, where he developed a 
good farm, established a good home and lived there until 1882. then moved to 
the home of his son Joseph in Sherman township, where he died July 1. 
1894, his wife having preceded him to the grave in April, 1877. They were 
members of the Lutheran church. Their family consisted of the following 
children: Joseph, of this review; Christ is single and lives with the sub- 
ject; John is a retired farmer and lives in Buckeye township; Mary married 
William Luttschwager, of Buckeye township; Christina i . deceased; Minnie, 
who married William Bucholtz, lives in Seattle. Washington; Carl is de- 
ceased. 

Joseph Topp received only a limited schooling in the schools of Wiscon- 
sin, and he lived at home until he was twenty- four years of age. He has been 
married three times, first in 1871 to Dora Bult. of Mecklenburg, Germany, 
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and she died in 1873, leaving one son, John, a farmer in Eddy county, North 
Dakota, who married Minnie Vierkaut. The subject's second marriage was 
on December 26, 1873, t0 Matilda Lutsch wager, of Fomaria, Germany, whose 
death occurred on June 27, 1883. Six children were born of this union, 
namely: Gustav, who is farming in Eddy county, North Dakota, married 
Bertha Habeline, and they have seven children. Ellen Topp, who married 
Gustav Vierckandt, lives in Emmet county, Iowa, and has six children. Fred 
Topp is farming in Eddy county, North Dakota, married Carrie Elles, who 
died in March, 1910, and they have five sons; Eli Topp. who is farming in 
Eddy county, North Dakota, married Annie Habeline. Otto Topp, who is a 
merchant in Osnay City, Foster county, North Dakota, married Anna Voigt. 
Henry Topp, who is farming in Eddy county, North Dakota, married Annie 
Wacholtz, and they have one daughter. 

The subject married for his third wife, on August 18, 1884, Johannah 
Radke, who was born in Pommern, Germany, a daughter of Ernest and Caro- 
line ( Wettenbarg) Radke, of Pommern. The father's death occurred there 
and then the widow and children came to America in 1884 and located in 
Eldora. Iowa ; later the mother made her home among her children, and her 
death occurred on October 7, 1903. Three members of this family came to 
America, namely: Ernest is farming in Alden township, this county; Mrs. 
William Klaffke, of Buckeye township; Johannah, wife of Mr. Topp. The 
following children were born to the subject by his third wife: William, 
Emma, Arthur, Ernest, Carl (deceased) and Benjamin. 

In 1871 Mr. Topp came to Hardin county, Iowa, and first bought one 
hundred acres of land in Sherman township where he now resides. It was all 
wild land and he began life here in true pioneer style. He put up a shack, 
fourteen by twenty feet, and started to make a home. Since then he has 
lived on the place, bringing it up to a high state of improvement and culti- 
vation, and. prospering beyond the average man. by close application and 
good management he has accumulated one of the choice and valuable farms 
of the county, consisting of five hundred and thirty acres in Sherman town- 
ship, also having one hundred and twenty acres in Tipton township; he is 
also the owner of some fine farming land in Foster county, North Dakota. 
He has paid a great deal of attention to stock raising in connection with gen- 
eral farming, making a specialty of Hereford cattle, feeding considerable 
numbers from time to time, and also raises some good grade horses and 
hogs. He has a modern and attractive home and substantial and convenient 
outbuildings, in fact, everything about his place denotes thrift and prosperity, 
as well as good taste. 
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Politically, Mr. Topp is a Democrat and has always manifested an abid- 
ing interest in public affairs. He has held a number of offices in Sherman 
township, this county. He is a member of the Evangelical Association church 
of Buckeye and a liberal supporter of the same. He is certainly deserving 
of a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, considering the fact 
that when he came to this county he had but two horses and a wagon and 
started in life in a very small way. By perseverance, honest dealing and the 
employment of correct principles, he has forged to the front and is now one 
of the substantial and influential men of his township, widely known and en- 
joying the good will, confidence and esteem of all who know him. 



ARTHUR P. HILLHOUSE. 

The subject of this review was born in Poweshiek county, Iowa, near the 
city of Montezuma, on the 1 6th day of December, 1861. His parents, Dr. 
William K. S. and Lurana Jane (Richardson) Hillhouse, were natives of 
Kentucky and Illinois, respectively, having been married in the latter state. 
Doctor Hillhouse moved to Illinois with his parents when quite young and 
after residing in that state until i860, he started to Kansas, but owing to the 
disturbed conditions growing out of the political troubles of the times and 
the breaking out of the war between the North and South, he stopped in 
Poweshiek county, Iowa, through which his route to the West lay. In the 
spring of 1862, he enlisted in the Forty-second Iowa Infantry, with which he 
served for a period of eighteen months, during which time he took part in the 
siege of Vicksburg, where, by reason of exposure in the trenches and drink- 
ing water polluted by dead bodies both of men and animals, he was taken 
violently ill. Upon regaining sufficient strength to travel he was sent home on 
account of disability. After his enlistment his wife returned to Illinois and 
it was to the family home in that state that he was sent from the front. Sub- 
sequently lie returned to Iowa and located at Iowa City, where he read medi- 
cine under the direction of Doctor Robinson and in due time began the prac- 
tice of his profession at that place. 

Doctor Hillhouse soon became one of the leading r; <• ? ical men of hi* 
part of the state and during more than twenty-five years of practice he 
achieved marked success and gained much more than local repute as a physi- 
cian and surgeon. He was also a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and preached for a number of years, principally in Johnson county, through- 
out which he organized a number of churches and was instrumental in induc- 
ing thousands of people to accept the claims of religion and lead better lives. 
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In 1873 ne went t0 Kansas and settled a short distance south of Emporia, 
where he engaged in farming, in connection with which he continued his 
medical practice and religious work, besides doing considerable writing for 
the newspapers and other periodicals. In 1875 ne started back to Iowa with 
Marshalltown as his objective point, but, stopping at Barnard, Missouri, en- 
gaged temporarily in the timber and wood business. In 1876 he located at 
Marshalltown, but after a brief residence there went to Grundy county, where 
he spent two years, returning to the former place at the expiration of that 
time. In 1880 he moved to Ellis township, Hardin county, where he con- 
tinued to preach for two years, when he transferred his residence to Monona 
county, leaving his sons, Arthur P. and Justin W., in the township and taking 
two of his children with him, his wife having died in the meantime. Doctor 
Hillhouse was married the second time in Hamilton county, this state, to Re- 
becca Williams, some time after which he moved to Missouri, later to Kan- 
sas and finally to Bartlesville, Oklahoma, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. He was a man of more than ordinary mental capacity, a successful phy- 
sician and an eloquent and forceful preacher and during a long and strenuous 
life he accomplished a vast amount of good in the cause of God and human- 
ity. His death came suddenly August 9, 1906, while absent from home on a 
visit to a son in New Mexico and was profoundly regretted by his church and 
the people of the different states among whom he had labored so effectively. 
During his residence at Bartlesville, he was untiring in his efforts to adjust 
the differences between the residents of the North and those from the South ; 
he was also influential in the religious and educational work of the city and as 
a broad-minded, public-spirited man of affairs, he commanded the respect and 
esteem of the entire community. 

Arthur P. Hillhouse was reared to agriculture and received a fair educa- 
tion during the years of his childhood and youth. He worked at various 
places until 1886, when he was united in marriage with Clara E. White, 
daughter of Daniel and Lucretia (Oviatt) White, the ceremony having been 
solemnized on October 21st of the year indicated. Mrs. Hillhouse's father 
was a native of Maine, who came to Hardin county in January, 1856, and 
settled in Ellis township, where in due time his marriage with Lucretia Oviatt 
took place, the latter having been born in Warren county, Ohio. Mrs. Hill- 
house was born in Ellis township and for about sixteen years previous to her 
marriage taught in the public schools. She was educated in the Eldora Aca- 
demy and the State Normal School at Cedar Falls and is a lady of fine intel- 
lect, cultured and refined, and popular among the many friends and associates 
with whom she mingles. 
(36) 
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From the time of his marriage until 1891 Mr. Hillhouse cultivated the 
soil as a renter, but in that year he purchased the beautiful farm of one hun- 
dred and seventy-three acres in Ellis township, on which he has since lived 
and prospered. He is easily one of the leading agriculturists of the town- 
ship; his career presents a series of successes such as few of his calling achieve 
and as a breeder and raiser of fine stock he likewise ranks among the most 
enterprising men of the community. He has made a number of improvements 
in the way of buildings, fences and tile drainage, and by judiciously expending 
a portion of his means he has added greatly to the beauty and attractiveness 
of his farm, which is conceded to be one of the most desirable places of resi- 
dence in Ellis township, also one of the most valuable. Mr. Hillhouse raises 
abundant crops of the grains, vegetables and fruits indigenous to this part of 
Iowa ; he feeds all the corn grown on the farm and relies upon his live stock 
as his chief source of income. He breeds and raises high grade blooded cat- 
tle, for which there is a greater demand than he can supply, and his hogs are 
also of the best strain and represent no small amount of capital. A man of 
progressive ideas and tendencies, he has made decided advancement in the 
vocation to which his energies are being devoted, and as a citizen he is wide- 
awake, enterprising and a typical representative of the large and intelligent 
class of yeomanry which give character and stability to the body politic and 
to which Iowa is so largely indebted for the proud position which she today 
occupies among her sister states. 

Mr. Hillhouse is a Republican in politics; he served as trustee of his 
township a number of terms and proved a very capable and obliging official. 
Religiously, he is a Methodist and with his wife belongs to the church of that 
denomination in Ellis township, both being active in the various lines of work 
and zealous in disseminating the cause of the Master at home and among 
people who know not the gospel. Mr. and Mrs. Hillhouse have two children. 
Elva, a student of Ellsworth College and a music teacher of acknowledged 
ability, and Irma, who also is attending the .above institution, both living at 
home. 



EMIL C. NEUENFELDT. 

Holding prestige among the successful farmers and stock raisers of 
Buckeye township, and during the major part of his active and useful l» Ie 
an honored resident of Hardin county. Emil C. Xeuenfeldt, the present effi- 
cient and popular county assessor, is entitled to more than passing notice in 
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the biographical history of this section of the great Hawkeye state. He was 
born in far-away Wieck, Germany, on October 15, 1868, and although he 
was but about a year old when he left the fatherland for the United States, 
he has the usual characteristics of the people of his blood that always win in 
the battle of life, when properly directed. He is the son of William and 
Maria (Grangow r ) Neuenfeldt, both born in Pommern, Germany, the father 
on December 21, 1822, and his death occurred on March 29, 191 1, in his 
eighty-ninth year, his wife having preceded him to the grave on May 25, 
1902. They grew up in Germany and married there, and emigrated to Amer- 
ica in the spring of 1869, first locating at Ann Arbor, Michigan, where they 
remained three years, then mo'ved to Grand Rapids, that state, and remained 
in that city for three years. The father was a cabinet-maker by trade, which 
he followed practically all his life. In 1875 ne came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and located in Clay township, where he remained three years, working at the 
carpenter's trade after coming to this state. He first rented land and then 
purchased one hundred and sixty acres in Buckeye township, later adding 
forty acres more ; he made practically all the improvements on the place, and 
also worked at his trade, while the children operated the farm. He was a hard 
worker and became well established here and was considered a good man in 
every respect. Politically, he was a Democrat, but never held office. He be- 
longed to the Lutheran church. His family was a large one, consisting of 
fourteen children, but only four of them are now living, namely: Frederika 
married Jacob Frederick, whose sketch appears in this work ; Carl is de- 
ceased; Herman lives in Germany; Reinholt and Augusta are deceased; the 
latter married John Schuneman, of Buckeye, Iowa; William is deceased; 
Gustav lives in Ellis township, this county ; Emil C, of this review. 

The subject was educated in the common schools of Hardin county. He 
always lived at home and took care of his parents in their old age, looking 
after the general work on the farm and doing all he could for his parents' 
comfort. 

On July 19, 1899, Mr. Neuenfeldt was united in marriage with Maria 
Radke, of Suwkon, Germany. She is the daughter of Frederick and Caroline 
(KlafTke) Radke, natives of the -same locality in which their daughter was 
born. They came to America in 1892 and located first in Eldora, Iowa. They 
now live on the farm with the subject. They became the parents of five chil- 
dren, namely: Augusta, who lives with her parents; Caroline married Wil- 
liam Andeas and they live in Buckeye township; Johanna married Reinhold 
Ohls, of Jeffries, Minnesota; Minnie, who has remained single, lives in Des 
Moines, Iowa; Maria, wife of the subject, being the youngest child. 
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Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Neuenfeldt, Irene A., 
Dorotha M. and Gertrude E. 

The subject has devoted his life to farming and has met with success in 
its diversified phrases. He is regarded as an excellent judge of live stock 
and he has long raised an excellent grade, making a specialty of Duroc-Jersey 
Red hogs. He has kept his place well improved and well cultivated and has a 
good home. 

This family l>elongs to the Lutheran church at Buckeye and are faithful 
in their attendance and support of the same. 

Mr. Neuenfeldt has long taken an abiding interest in the affairs of his 
vicinity and county and he has been assessor of Buckeye township for the 
past two years and has also been school director for two years, filling the of- 
fices in a manner that reflects much credit upon himself and to the general 
satisfaction of all concerned. He votes independently, endeavoring to sup- 
port the men best qualified, in his estimation, for the offices sought. 



THOMAS KNUTSON. 

Without making any invidious comparisons, it is safe to say no class of 
foreigners who have cast their lots with the people of our great republic have 
proven better, more industrious or law-abiding than those from the Scandi- 
navian peninsula. Although the percentage coming from the rugged kingdom 
of Norway is not so large as from other European countries, yet they have 
played a most conspicuous part in promoting our civilization, for while ad- 
vancing their individual interests they have promoted the general good. One 
of this large class who is eminently worthy of a place in the history of this 
locality is Thomas Knutson, one of the honored pioneers of Buckeye town- 
ship, Hardin county, where he has accumulated valuable property by his 
close application and good management. He was born at Shien, Norway, 
December 27, 1840. the son of Tolef and Helen (Hortwet) Knutson, also 
natives of the above named place. He was a farmer in Norway, but having 
heard so much of the vast opportunities in the western -hemisphere, the father 
decided to bring his family here and in 1849 boarded an old-fashioned sailing 
vessel which voyaged the Atlantic for nine weeks, came near being wrecked, 
finally landing on the shores of Canada. The province of Quebec was the 
first to greet their eyes, but not being pleased with the country they boarded 
a boat for Milwaukee. Wisconsin, where they Were met by Alec Knutson, a 
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brother, who took the family by team to Dane county, that state, and they 
settled near Stoughton, where they remained for a time, then went to Fill- 
more county, Minnesota, where the father bought one hundred and sixty acres 
of land. Being without means, he had a hard time getting a start, but he was 
a hard worker, a man of unusual grit and courage and he became very com- 
fortably established in due course of time. After remaining in Minnesota 
about six years, he went to Kansas, and was in different places in that state 
for a year, then, on account of the drouth, returned to Iowa. The next move 
of the family was to Gark county, Iowa, thence to Story county, Iowa, where 
they remained a year. In 1861 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, and rented 
land for two years between Iowa Falls and Alden, and then bought eighty 
acres in Sherman township, where the family home remained until the father's 
death, in 1907, at the advanced age of ninety-six years. The mother returned 
to Norway, where her death occurred. They were members of the Lutheran 
church. The following children constituted their family : Knute, who lived 
at Albert Lea, Minnesota, is now deceased; Mary, Carrie and Helen are de- 
ceased; Samuel is a stone mason at Albert Lea, Minnesota ; Olive married Ell- 
ring Ellingson and they are both deceased ; Thomas of this review. 

Thomas Knutson received a limited education in the public schools of 
Norway. He lived with his father until 1871. In 1873 he was married to 
Randie Olson, of northern Norway, daughter of Jerman and Julia (Neyla- 
gan) Olson, of Norway. They came to America in 1864 and located in Ellis 
township, Hardin county, Iowa. They later bought a farm in Story county, 
this state, and lived there eighteen years, then sold out and returned to Nor- 
way and there the father's, death occurred in 1894; his wife preceded him to 
the grave thirty-six years, having died in 1858. They were the parents of 
three children : Randie, wife of Mr. Knutson; Mary, who married Lawrence 
Kahrs, of Tipton township, this county; Carrie married Peter Hanson and 
they live in Missouri. 

Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Knutson, namely: Fred, 
who died in 1905, was a ranchman and extensive cattle dealer at Linton, 
North Dakota; Gilbert and Harvey are deceased; Matilda married Isaac Moe, 
of Buckeye township, this county ; Julia married Lewis Newgoard, of Alexan- 
der, Iowa, and they have one son, Otis; Annie is deceased; George, who mar- 
ried Marie Leckbergs, is farming part of the father's farm ; John, who mar- 
ried Betsy Boyd, is farming in Buckeye township, and has one child, Silas; 
Gilbert is farming part of the old home place and is regarded as one of the 
leading young farmers of the county; Harvey is also at home engaged in 
farming. 
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After 1 87 1 the subject and his brother Alexander bought forty acres in 
section 36, Buckeye township. It was wild land and they had few neighbors, 
as south of their home there was not a house in twenty miles. Thomas later 
bought out his brother and added other land until he has now one of the 
choice farms of this part of the county, consisting of two hundred and fort)' 
acres in Buckeye township and one hundred and twenty-nine acres in Sher- 
man township. He has made all the improvements on the place and has a 
fine home. lie has made a specialty of raising Hereford and short-horn cat- 
tle, Percheron horses and Duroc-Jersey Red and Poland-China hogs. He 
conducts a general farming business in a manner that stamps him as fully 
abreast of the times. Politically, he is a Republican and he was formerly 
school director in this township. He is a member of the Lutheran Zion 
church at Tipton. He and his wife have worked hard for their large suc- 
cess and they have made what they have honestly and they can claim a vast 
circle of friends here. 



THOMAS W. WHALEY. 

One of the conspicuous names on the list of Hardin county agricultu- 
rists is Thomas W. Whaley. proprietor of the "Sunset Park Farm," in Ellis 
township, a gentleman of high standing to whom has not been denied a full 
measure of success. Long recognized as a factor of importance in connec- 
tion with the farming and stock raising industries here, he has been promi- 
nently identified with the material growth and prosperity of this part of the 
state, the latter part of his life having been closely interwoven with the his- 
tory of the county where he has been content to live and follow his chosen 
vocation for over a quarter of a century. 

Mr. Whaley was born at Council Hill. Jo Daviess county, Illinois. June 
12, i860. He is the son of Jacob and Agnes (Brown) Whaley. the father 
born on June 23, 1824, at New Mil ford, Connecticut, the mother a native 
of Council Hill, Illinois. Jacob Whaley left the East when a young man and 
went to Chicago before any railroad reached that city. He later went to 
Galena, Illinois, where he farmed, then, the Mexican war coming on, he went 
to the front, enlisting from Galena. He also served three years and eight 
months in the Civil war. being a cavalryman. After the war he returned to 
Galena. Illinois. He had forty acres there. In 1865 he went to Nebraska, 
where he remained a short time along the Platte river, then came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and settled in Ellis township, on July 17, 1866, buying a farm 
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here on which he lived seventeen years. He then lived with his son Thomas 
fifteen years, dying on May 9, 1898, his wife having preceded him to the 
grave many years, dying in 1869. Their only child to ^each maturity was 
Thomas W., of this review. When a boy he went to live with Peter Lemon 
in Jo Daviess county, Illinois, and remained there until he was twenty-one 
years of age, attending school in the meantime. He was married on March 
28, 1883, at Apple River, Illinois, to Julia E. Cunningham, who was born 
on December 19, 1865, at Scales Mound, Illinois. She was the daughter of 
Hugh and Catherine (Deming) Cunningham, who were married on De- 
cember 25, 185 1. Mr. Cunningham was born on August 25, 1823. They 
spent their lives at Apple River, Illinois, engaged in farming and stock rais- 
ing. Mr. Cunningham was an influential man in Jo Daviess county, holding 
many of the local offices. He was a staunch Republican and a member of 
the Methodist church. There were eight children in his family, namely: 
Martha Ann. born September 5, 1853, is deceased; George Arthur, born 
July 15, 1857, is deceased; Mary Amanda, born June 31, 1862, is deceased; 
Julia Etta, born December 19, 1865; Kittie Luemma, born June 24, 1867, 
married George Hife, of Iowa Falls; Flora Adell, born October 31, 1869, 
is the wife of J. S. Lake, of Ellis township, this county; Willie Hugh, born 
in 1871, married Edna Bogenrief and is now farming in Kossuth county, 
Iowa; Charles Albert, born September 23, 1875, died when young. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Whaley, namely: Laura 
E.. born January 13, 1884, married, February 7, 1906, Amos E. Nehring, 
who owns a half section of land in Saskatchewan, Canada, and is engaged 
in farming there ; they have three children, Etta, Lloyd and Marshall ; Eva 
Aurella. born June 20, 1885, married, on February 7, 1906, Frank D. Win- 
terfield. a farmer in Hardin county, Iowa, and they have one child, Verna; 
Leo Thomas, born August 10. 1886, married Dora Sheldon on January 23, 
1907. and they have two children. Howard and Gerald; Leo T. is farming 
in Ellis township, this county; Roy Cleveland, born October 23, 1891, is at 
home; Wendell Hugh, born May 20. 1908. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Whaley came at once to Hardin 
county, Iowa, arriving here on April 3, 1883. In 1881 he had bought eighty 
acres in section 21. It was all wild, but he improved it and placed it under 
cultivation in due course of time. He first put up a house twelve by sixteen 
feet, in which he lived two years, then built his present substantial home, 
and made all the extensive improvements now to be seen on the place. He 
bought forty acres more, known as the Caverhill place, a few years later, 
l>uying the James Hartinger one hundred and twenty acres, on which his son 
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Leo now lives, and he now has a fine home and one of the best farms in the 
township, owning one hundred and twenty acres where he lives. He makes 
a specialty of raising short-horn and Hereford cattle, Duroc- Jersey hogs and 
a good grade of draft horses, besides Plymouth Rock chickens, and, being a 
good judge of live stock, no small part of his income is derived from this 
source. He and his wife started in life poor, but they have worked hard, be- 
ing economical and managed well, and today they have accumulated a com- 
petency and are surrounded with all the comforts of life, and they have 
the respect of all who know them, for their lives have been above reproach 
and they are good neighbors and obliging friends. 



JAMES MITCHELL BOYD. 

In perusing the life-history of so sterling and useful a citizen as the late 
James Mitchell Boyd, of Hardin county, one quite naturally gathers new in- 
spiration and courage to struggle on up the steeps, for it abounds both in les- 
son and incentive and the young man hesitating at the parting of the ways 
could do no better than to take his career as an object from which to pattern 
his individual course and thus attain the goal sought. 

Mr. Boyd was born in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, eighteen miles 
north of Pittsburg, February 12, 1828, of Highland Scotch-Irish and Holland 
ancestry. The paternal grandfather emigrated from Ireland about 1785, 
when but seventeen years old. He first settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
but afterwards moved to Westmoreland county, that state, where he de- 
voted his life to farming. He took an interest in public affairs and became 
magistrate. He married Nancy Namdyne, a native of Delaware, a descend- 
ant of the earliest Holland emigrants to that state. They became the parents 
of thirteen children. Robert Boyd served on the staff of General Crooks as 
judge advocate in the war of 181 2. His death occurred during the Civil war 
at a very advanced age. James Boyd, father of James M. Boyd, of this re- 
view, was born near old Fort Ligonier, Westmoreland county. Pennsylvania. 
October 2, 1802. He began life for himself when a mere boy by clerking in a 
store, which work he continued during his minority. In 1823 he married 
Sarah Boyd, a descendant of the Boyd family who came to the United States 
in 1772. Her paternal grandfather, John Boyd, with his wife and two sons. 
John and Abraham, engaged passage on a sailing vessel for the New World, 
but after going on board it was discovered that the two boys had contracted 
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the dread disease, smallpox, and the family was ordered ashore, the vessel 
sailing without them. This seeming hardship proved to be a very fortunate 
occurrence in view of the fact that that vessel was driven out of its course 
by a storm, was nineteen weeks at sea and nearly all the passengers perished. 
As soon as the boys recovered the Boyds took passage in another vessel and 
arrived in safety some six weeks before the other vessel landed. Of this 
family there were seven sons and two daughters. Four of the sons became 
noted Presbyterian ministers. Robert Boyd, the maternal grandfather of 
James M. Boyd of this review, was a farmer and magistrate in Allegheny 
county, Pennsylvania. He married Hannah Mitchell, whose parents emi- 
grated from New Jersey to western Pennsylvania and settled in the valley of 
the Allegheny, about twenty miles above Pittsburg, about 1796. James 
Mitchell was the third child in a family of twelve children ; one of the sons, 
Wilson, lost his life in the Arkansas campaign during the Civil war, on the 
first advance on Little Rock. The subject remained at home until he reached 
his majority, assisting with the general work about the place, and he received 
a limited education in the old-fashioned log school houses which he attended 
during the brief winter months. Three months after he became of age he 
determined to obtain a better education, consequently he spent two terms in 
Washington College and one term at Mansfield Normal School, preparing 
himself for teaching, which line of endeavor he followed with much success 
until the summer of 1857, when he came to Iowa, locating in Jackson town- 
ship, Hardin county, on September 1st of that year, buying a half section of 
school land, paying one-fourth down. What seemed to be a fortunate ven- 
ture proved to be quite the antithesis. As a sample of the effects of the 
financial crisis which followed in a few weeks, that land, after forty acres 
were broken and well fenced, could not be sold for half the back payments. 
But he was not discouraged and he improved his land summers and taught 
school winters, thus buffeting with fortune up to 1862, when he was com- 
missioned by Governor Kirkwood to assist in recruiting Company F, Thirty- 
second Iowa Volunteer Infantry. After performing this duty he entered the 
ranks as a private, but was appointed sergeant, which rank he held throughout 
his term of service, although part of the time he had command of the company. 
At the close of his term of service he was commissioned first lieutenant, as a 
compliment, an honor he justly deserved at the beginning of his term of enlist- 
ment. He was with the army in Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama. His first engagement was at Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, where he was in the advance skirmish line of the right wing of the 
army. He was also in the engagement at Bayou Metaire, near Little Rock, 
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Arkansas, and through the entire Red River campaign under General Banks. 
At the battle of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, they stood five infantry and two 
cavalry charges, being one of the severest engagements of the war, the Federal* 
withstanding these charges without serious loss, but were afterwards flanked 
on the right and left, in which they lost one half their number. The army 
fell back to Grand Ecore, thence to Natchitoches and Alexandria, Louisiana, 
during which time Mr. Boyd had charge of the company, carrying his gun and 
accoutrements, marching at night and skirmishing during the day. He was 
also at the battles of Lake Chicot, Mississippi, June 6, 1864; Tupelo and Old 
Town Creek, Mississippi, July 14 and 15, 1864; Nashville, Tennessee, Decem- 
ber 15 and 16, 1864, and during the entire last siege of Mobile, closing with 
the final storming of Fort Blakely on the evening of April 9, 1865. Mr. Boyd 
made the final reports of the company, balanced the company accounts, and 
was mustered out at Clinton, Iowa, August 24, 1865. After returning from 
the army Mr. Boyd retired to a small farm in Eldora township, and in June, 
1867, was appointed county superintendent of schools and the following fall 
he was elected and served a full term. In January, 1870, he entered the j 
clerk's office as deputy and in June was appointed clerk in place of Capt. S. A. 
Reed, who resigned. In the fall he was elected to the place, and re-elected in 
1872, his term expiring in January, 1875. In the fall of that year he was 
elected sheriff, and served by re-election until 1881, giving his usual high 
grade service as a public official and winning the hearty approval of all con- 
cerned. From 1881 to 1890 he gave his attention to fanning and raising 
fine live stock, but he continued to reside at Eldora. He retired from active 
life about 1890, and his death occurred on November 24, 1892. his death 
being partly the result of the recurrence of a disease contracted while in the 
army. In accordance with his desires, his funeral was entirely without osten- 
tation. 

On October 2, i860, Mr. Boyd was united in marriage to Barbara 1 
Speers. a native of York county, Pennsylvania, and the daughter of George 
H. Speers, Esq. Her death occurred on May 29, 1867, leaving two children. 
Hannah Elizabeth and Sarah Angeline. The former has spent most of her 
life in travel; the latter married William Ernest Kier, a general contractor 
of very w ide reputation as a constructor of public buildings in various states. 
Their home is at Colorado Springs. Colorado, and they have one daughter, 
Ernestine. Both Mrs. Kier and her sister, Hannah E., were teachers in their 
younger days. 

Mr. Boyd was again married on April 9, 1872, to Mrs. Sarah J. Buck- 
ingham, whose maiden name was Howell, a native of Orange county, N<« 
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York, and the daughter of Lewis and Sarah Ann (Anway) Howell. The 
ancestry of both the Howells and Anways came from Wales and were among 
the first settlers of Long Island. Her grandfather Anway was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war and his three sons were in the war of 1812. Mrs. 
Boyd has now a bill of the old continental money in which the soldiers re- 
ceived their pay, dated in 1776. Her father, Lewis Howell, was born in 
Florida, Orange county, New York. Mr. Howell came to Iowa and settled 
west of Point Pleasant, Hardin county, in 1857. Miss Howell had had ex- 
perience as a teacher in her native state, and she taught a short time after 
coming to this county, teaching the first school in Tipton township in a log 
shanty, or temporary preemption cabin, through the cracks of which the pester- 
ing little prairie snakes would crawl. This was then the only school in the 
southwestern part of the county, embracing what is now the townships of 
Tipton, Grant and Concord, there being no settlement for twenty miles west or 
southwest. There are now in those townships over thirty good and well 
furnished school houses, besides the fine new graded school building at Hub- 
bard. Wading across sloughs and swamps and enduring other hardships 
while teaching undermined Miss Howell's health. After her marriage to Mr. 
Boyd she was of great assistance to him in his official duties, doing much of 
the required clerical work. Two children were born to her marriage with 
Mr. Boyd, Fannie A. and Howell Mitchell Boyd. The former was born in 
Eldora, Iowa, August 19, 1880. In her childhood she joined the Presby- 
terian church and ever led a true Christian life ; to many poor families she was 
an angel of mercy, frequently visiting the homes where sympathy and woman's 
refining touches were strangers, and made the bleak walls of haunt and hovel 
a more abiding place because of her presence. She became an accomplished 
musician, having completed the three years' course in music at Coe College, 
along with other studies, and was prepared to teach music, but failing health 
caused her to forego teaching. Like her parents, she took a very active inter- 
est as a member of the Presbyterian church and was an earnest worker in the 
Sabbath school. Early in January, 191 1, she went to Des Moines to undergo 
an operation, which was unsuccessful, and after a brief illness she passed to 
her rest on January 15, 191 1, lamented by a wide circle of friends and admir- 
ers. Why one just entering upon woman's estate and whose life gave so 
much of promise of good to the world should pass from among us is not 
clearly apparent, but the poet painted a bright picture for the grief-stricken 
ones when it was declared that, "The things which seem so mysterious shall be 
clear and bright as the day, and the toils of the road will seem lovely when we 
get to the end of the way." 
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Howell Mitchell Boyd, mentioned above, was born at Eldora, Iowa, May 
17, 1884. He attended Coe College Academy at Cedar Rapids. Not being 
robust of constitution, he was compelled to avoid indoor work and he conse- 
quently took up farming and truck gardening. He is an earnest student and 
well read, and he has completed several courses of home study, among which 
was one in surveying and mapping, and another in book-keeping, in both of 
which he has attained proficiency. He also takas and carefully peruses a half 
dozen journals on agriculture, and studies the subject from books, which, com- 
bined with practical experience, makes him a scientific and successful agri- 
culturist. He and his mother still reside in Eldora. Their fine farm in Pleasant 
township consists of sixty acres well improved and under a high state of culti- 
vation. It lies at the east edge of Eldora, and they also own valuable property 
in various places in Eldora. Mrs. Boyd, now advanced in years, is a very 
estimable woman, one of the few of the county's early pioneers. She is a 
woman of deep religious conviction and beautiful Christian character, a lady 
of culture and intellectual attainments, and she enjoys the friendship of a wide 
circle of acquaintances. 

James M. Boyd was always a stanch Republican and he took a deep inter- 
est in the affairs of his party since its organization. Religiously, he was a 
worthy Presbyterian and he gave liberally of his means in support of the 
same. He was a good and useful man, whom to know was to admire and 
respect. 



HENRY BROER. 

The name of Henry Broer, late of Sherman township, Hardin county, but 
who has now passed on into the Silent Land, is enrolled very high on the 
list of honored and worthy citizens of a past generation in this county, for 
he was a man who made a persistent effort to lead a life in every respect in 
harmony with the higher rules of ethics and established morality, and, being 
industrious and public-spirited, he did a great deal for the general good of the 
community honored by his citizenship, leaving behind him valuable material 
property and, what is much more to be desired, a good name and an untar- 
nished reputation. Like many of the most enterprising citizens of this lo- 
cality, he was a native of Germany, born in Osofeldt on March 31, 1S46. He 
was the son of Fred and Louisa (Ostermeier) Broer, who lived and died in 
Germany. There were six sons in their family, three of whom came to 
America: Louie, who lives near Hubbard, Iowa; Herman, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Henry, of this review. 
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Henry Broer was educated in Germany and grew to maturity there, 
emigrating to America in 1874, located in Mt. Clemens, Michigan, where he 
remained six years, working on a farm in order to get a start. He later re- 
turned to Germany for a time. In February, 1881, he was united in mar- 
riage with Louisa Buschmeyer, who was born in Gohfeld, Hereford, Ger- 
many, the daughter of William and Minnie (Schurman) Buschmeyer, the 
mother a native of Gohfeld and the father of Exter, Germany. They came 
to America in 1883, locating first in Michigan, later coming to Sherman 
township, Hardin county, Iowa, and then went to Fairfax, South Dakota, 
where they spent the remainder of their lives, though the mother's death oc- 
curred at the home of the subject and wife. The father was a carpenter by 
trade and a very skilled workman. They were the parents of children as 
follows : William and Minnie are both deceased ; Fred is in Oklahoma ; Henry 
is in Fairfax, South Dakota; Louisa, wife of Mr. Broer of this review. 

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Broer, named as fol- 
lows : Minnie, who married Henry Herbst, lives in Oklahoma ; Louie, Henry, 
Lena, Clara (deceased), Willie and Fred are at home. 

In 1882 Mr. Broer and wife located in Sherman township, this county, 
when the country road about was all wild and as a rule unimproved. They 
first secured eighty acres of raw land, to which they added eighty more, which 
they developed into a good farm and home in due course of time, and this is 
still the family residence. They began life here with but little means, put up 
a rude frame house and, working hard and managing to good advantage, soon 
were very comfortably established. 

Mr. Broer was a republican and a member of the Lutheran church at 
Hubbard. The death of this splendid citizen occurred on February 21, 1903. 
His widow and children continue to operate the place in a successful manner. 



JOHN F. TOPP. 

Although but a boy when he came to the great Republic of the West, 
where he has spent his life and whose institutions he has ever upheld, John 
F. Topp, well known farmer and stock raiser of Buckeye township, Hardin 
county, has many characteristics of the German people, such as thrift, econ- 
omy, perseverance and honesty, and he has won not only material success but 
has also won the esteem of all with whom he has come into contact. 
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Mr. Topp was born on August 28, 1854, in Mecklenburg, Schwerin, 
Germany, and he is the son of Christ and Marie (Link) Topp, both natives 
of Mecklenburg, the father a farmer in that country. There they grew to 
maturity and were married, emigrating to America in 1858, locating at Wa- 
terford, Waukesha county, Wisconsin, where he got one hundred and twenty 
acres of wild land which the father cleared and made into a good farm on 
which the family lived eighteen years, when they sold out and came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, in 1875, and bought a farm in section 30, Ellis township, and 
they lived there four years. His death occurred in Sherman township at the 
home of his son, in 1887, his. wife having preceded him to the grave in 1869. 
He was a Democrat and he and his wife were members of the Lutheran 
church. They were the parents of six children, namely : Mary married Will- 
iam Lutschwager, of Buckeye township ; Christian died when eighteen years 
of age; Minnie married William Bucholtz, of Seattle, Washington; Joseph, 
who married Hannah Rotcke, lives in Sherman township; Christ is living 
with his brother Joseph in Sherman township ; John F., of this review. 

The subject of this sketch attended the common schools in Wisconsin. He 
came to this county with his parents, with whom he remained until he was 
twenty-four years of age. On October 19, 1878, he was united in marriage 
with Augusta Granzow, who was born in Pommern, Germany, the daughter 
of Henry and Frederika (Sielaf) Granzow, of Pommern, Germany. They 
came to America in 1869 and first settled in Clay township, Hardin county, 
Iowa. The father was a blacksmith by trade and had a shop at Steamboat 
Rock, later got one hundred and twenty acres of land in Pleasant township, 
to which he added until he had two hundred acres, and there established a 
good home, became well known and was highly respected, and there he and 
his wife died. They were members of the Lutheran church, and their family 
consisted of the following children: Fred lives at Hubbard, Iowa; Minnie 
married Peter Jones, of Hubbard, and Alvina, the widow of Henry Kuhfus, 
also lives at that town; Augusta, wife of Mr. Topp; Maria married August 
Boeka. of Hubbard, Iowa; Charlie, now deceased, lived in Pleasant town- 
ship ; John owns the old place in Pleasant township ; Bertha married Charles 
Sielaf, of Buckeye township; Amanda married Charles Hankin, of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Topp, namely : Alma 
is a dressmaker and lives on the home place; Minnie married Benjamin 
Thomas and they lrve in Ellis township; Lewis is farming on the old home- 
stead; Joe is also farming on the home place; Larka is at home; James is 
farming his father's place; Maria and Ora, twins, are at home. 
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Mr. Topp has devoted his life to farming and has been very successful. 
He raises Hereford cattle and a good grade of horses and hogs ; however, he 
is now living practically retired from all active work, having moved to his 
beautiful and substantial home in the village of Buckeye in 1908, turning the 
management of the farm over to his sons. He is a Democrat, but has never 
been an aspirant for office. He belongs to the Zion Evangelical Association at 
Buckeye. He and his wife, having started in life with practically nothing, 
have worked hard and managed well and today are well fixed and are spend- 
ing their declining years in quiet. 

ii 

j* , 

WILLIAM BARTLING. 

One of the largest land holders and ablest and most successful farmers 
of Hardin county is William Bartling, who was born in Polle, Germany, on 
January 20, 1838, the son of Christian and Johanna (Seelemeier) Bartling. 
His father was a native of Lippe, Germany, and a wagonmaker by trade. 
His mother died in Germany at the age of fifty- four, his father at the age 
of seventy-three. Of their family of four, William was the only one to try 
his fortunes in America. 

In 1857 William Bartling came to New York and remained there for 
one year, then went to Connecticut, where he resided for eleven years, work- 
ing in a factory. In 1869 he came to Iowa and located in Aetna town- 
ship, Harding county. He was married in Connecticut in i860 to Wilhel- 
mina Behling, the daughter of Charles and Magdelina Behling, natives of 
Germany. Mr. Bartling, on his arrival in Aetna township, purchased the 
northwest quarter of section 5 and built a temporary house and barn. In 
1898 he built a modern home and has put up other substantial buildings, 
p including a large barn, which he built in 1889. He nas added adjoining 
land to his first purchase until now he is the owner of more than a section of 
as fine farming land as is found in the county, in good condition and in a 
high state of cultivation. His farming has been verv successful, and he 
raises and purchases a large number of stock, which he feeds for the market, 
Mr. Bartling is an enterprising man, well known and progressive. In 
politics a Republican, he cast his first vote for Lincoln, he has served his 
district as school director for nine years, and served as road supervisor for 
several years, being a strong advocate of good roads. Both he and his 
wife, and their children as well, are members of the Lutheran church in 
Ackley and he has been a trustee of the church for six years. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bartling are the parents of nine children, of whom six are 
living, and the grandparents of seventeen. The living children are Mary, 
Mrs. H. Thileke, whose husband is a harness maker in Ackley; Emma, who 
married H. Butt and lives on her father's farm; Minnie, the wife of H. Ricks- 
meier, a well-to-do farmer of Butler county, Iowa; Frank, on his father's 
farm; Willie, on his father's farm; and Freddie, on a farm. All these sons 
are located in Harding county and are among the industrious and successful 
young farmers of Aetna township. 

Mr. Bartling, when he came to New York in 1857, remained nine 
months before he could find work, and then got a job in a store at four dollars 
per month. But by good management, hard work and economy he has ac- 
cumulated property, and reared his family respectably. Today he is one of 
the largest land owners in his county and owns valuable property in Ackley, 
where he has lived for ten years, having his sons and daughters on his dif- 
ferent farms, all prospering and doing well and all leading Christian lives. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartling celebrated their golden wedding on June 5, 1910, and 
their children made this a notable occasion. 



WILLIAM HARVEY ROW EN. 



The gentleman whose life is here reviewed is one of the able and well 
known farmers and stock raisers of Union township, Hardin county, Iowa, 
who owns an excellent farm on section 18. He was born on August 30, i860, 
in section 16, Union township, a son of Cyrus and Amanda (Groves) Rowen. 
Cyrus Rowen was a native of Indiana, and was an early settler of Union 
township, Hardin county. He was among the first in Union township to build 
a frame house, for which he hewed the timber from the native oak and dressed 
it by hand. He was a hard-working man, whom every one could call a friend. 
His home was used in turn as a tavern for the travellers of that day, as a 
school house, as a church, and as a court house for the early trials. William 
H. Rowen's mother died in 1862, aged forty-one, when William was but two 
years old. She was buried in the Sheppard cemetery. Her children were 
Direxy, deceased, who married Philip Cox, of Marshall county, Iowa; Albert 
L., Hiram, Cyrus Burton and William Harvey, all of L^nion township. 

After the death of his first wife, Cyrus Rowen married Hannah Dingle, 
and William lived with them until he was eight years old, when he went to 
live with his sister, and remained with her until he was eighteen, when he 
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started out for himself and went to Nebraska. He stayed in Nebraska for two 
years, then returned to Hardin county, and in 1882 purchased his first farm, 
in section 18, Union township, where he now resides. This farm is very 
fertile and well improved, and on it he raises the best of grain and stock, and 
has found his intelligently applied labor very profitable. 

In February, 1882, William H. Rowen was married to Isabella Reed, 
the daughter of James and Isabella (Hartinger) Reed. James Reed was the 
son of Andrew Reed, who died in Ohio many years ago. James was born 
in Pennsylvania on May 30, 1819, and died on May 14, 1900. In 1844 he 
married Isabella Hartinger, the daughter of John and Susan Hartinger, who 
was born on July 12, 1826, and died on December 24, 1900. She was a native 
of Ohio and there the couple were married. In 1853 James Reed drove with 
his wife and two children from Ohio to Hardin county, Iowa, and after the 
hardships of the trip located in section 17, Union township, where he im- 
proved his farm, which became one of the best in that district and where he 
and his wife died. They are buried in Xenia cemetery at Secor. James Reed 
enlisted in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, in 1862, and served 
through the war, being mustered out at Clinton, Iowa. The children of 
James and Isabella Reed, the two oldest of whom were born in Ohio, are: 
John W., born on April 15, 1845, wno married Mary J. Rickard, and is now 
in California; Catharine, born on May 6, 1847, now living with her sister 
in Union township; Susan J., born on June 16, 1849, who married D. J. Wil- 
cox, both of whom are deceased, and are buried in Sheppard cemetery ; Mary 
Ellen, who was born on December 27, 1852, and married John W. Patton of 
California; Margaret, who was born on July 22, 1855, married C. A. Munroe, 
and lives in Union township, Hardin county; Elizabeth, born on February 13, 
1858, married Hiram Rowen, of Union township; Martha, born on Septem- 
ber 24, 1861, is the wife of William H. Rowen; James F., who was born on 
May 5, 1865, married Minnie Penn, and lives in Union township; William H., 
born on January 5, 1869, single and making his home with the subject of this 
sketch. 

To Mr. and Mrs. William H. Rowen have been born the following 
children: Arminta Josephine, born on March 4, 1883, who married Roy Wil- 
son, living in Providence township, Hardin county, Iowa ; Clyde W., born on 
June 22, 1885, now at borne, married Josephine Lockard ; Ross B., born on 
January 4, 1894, now at home. 

In politics Mr. Rowen is a Republican, and he has been honored by his 
neighbors with the office of township trustee, and has held other local offices. 
Mr. Rowen has been a director in the Hardin County Agricultural Society 

(37) 
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for nine years, and has been very active in the interests of the society. Fra- 
ternally, he is a member of the Modern Woodmen ; in religion a member of 
the Christian church of Union. He is a gentleman of strong character and 
courteous demeanor, in whose company one cannot long remain without learn- 
ing to respect him, and is esteemed by all who know him. 



ISRAEL DOUD. 

Among the well known and successful farmers ot Jackson township, 
Hardin county, who have won success in their chosen life work is Israel Doud, 
a man whom to know is to respect, for his life has been an exemplary one in 
every relation with his fellowmen. 

Mr. Doud was born at Braceville, Trumbull county, Ohio, May 12, 1824, 
and he is the son of Alva and Martha (Rogers) Doud, the latter a native of 
New London, Connecticut, born near the sea shore and of English descent; 
her people were Seventh-day Baptists, and they lived in Connecticut. Jesse 
Doud, the subject's paternal grandfather, was a native of New York and 
he always lived there. The father of the subject went to Ohio, locating 
in Trumbull county in 1812 or 1813, and there secured wild timber land, which 
he began improving, being a man of unusual business ability. He assisted 
in the building of the Cross Cut and Sandy Beaver canal. He also owned 
a great deal of real estate in Trumbull county, Ohio, and he built a great many 
mammoth bridges. He was a Whig, but never sought office. His death oc- 
curred at the age of forty-nine years, while his wife lived to be eighty-two 
years old. They were the parents of nine children, namely : Alva, Hannah, 
Jessie, Lydia, Cloe, aJl deceased; D. R. is farming near Gardner, Illinois; Fay- 
ette, who was a preacher in Illinois for many years, is deceased; Martha is 
also deceased ; Israel of this review. 

The subject was reared on the farm and received a good education in 
the public schools, living at home until he was twenty-five years of age. He 
was married in September, 1845, to Margaret Hardy, who was born near 
Ned ford, Ireland, the daughter of Thomas and Martha (Brather) Hardy, 
natives of Ireland, who came to Canada in 1829. later to the United States, 
locating on Lake Cliamplain, in the state of New York, where they lived for 
four years, then moved to Trumbull county, Ohio, where they spent the re- 
mainder of their lives on a farm. They were the parents of eight children, 
namely: Ann, William, Thomas, James, John, Mary and Martha, all de- 
ceased; Margaret, wife of Mr. Doud, is living. 
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Mr. Doud and wife became the parents of six children, namely: Olive 
is the widow of Derias Williams and lives at Berlin. Iowa; Alfred H., who 
is farming near Otego, Kansas, married Margaret Hayden ; Arthur M. mar- 
ried Carrie Cross and is farming in Jackson township, Hardin county, Iowa; 
Mary F. is the widow of Samuel Stewart, and lives at Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Ella married George Lynk, a merchant and farmer, living in 
Jackson township, this county; Herbert is single and living at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Doud and his wife lived in Warren, Trumbull 
county, Ohio, until 1848, when they moved to DeKnlb county. Illinois, locat- 
ing at Genoa. He had learned the carriage-maker's trade in Ohio, which he 
worked at in Buffalo, New York, and also in Ohio. Tic ran a store in the 
latter state seven years. In 1856 he moved to Howard county, Towa, and got 
a farm of wild land which he went to work to develop, making that his; home 
for twelve years. He came to Hardin county in 1868, locating in sections 
23 and 24, Jackson township, securing one hundred and sixty acres of land, of 
which seventy were broken. There were no buildings on it, but he soon had 
a good home established here and a good farm developed, his first cabin being 
sixteen by twenty-four feet. Later he bought ten acres in section 15. He has 
been very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser, having specialized 
on Poland-China hogs, short-horn cattle, Durham cattle and some driving 
and draft horses. He has been trustee and treasurer of the school board. He 
has long manifested more or less interest in politics, first as a Whig, then as 
a Republican. In Ohio he was a member of the Christian church. He and 
his wife started in life in a small way, but by hard work and good manage- 
ment they have succeeded. Mrs. Doud worked as a tailoress for some time. 
For many years Mr. Doud had charge of the cemetery at Berlin, Iowa. He 
is one of the prominent elderly men of Hardin county, honored and liked by 
all who know him. He is in the employment of fairly good health. 



ANDREW M. BAKER. 

There is no more up-to-date farmer or public-spirited citizen in Jack- 
son township, Hardin county, than Andrew M. Baker, a man who has won 
success in his chosen line of endeavor because he has worked for it along 
legitimate lines and has dealt fairly with his fellow men. 

Mr. Baker was born on October 11, 1844, >n Carroll county, Illinois. He 
is the son of Rcseleer and Mary (Burgdef) Baker, both natives of the state 
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of New York, the father born in Saratoga Springs and the mother near 
Auburn. They were of English descent. They grew to maturity, were edu- 
cated and married in their native state, and from there they moved to Car- 
roll county, Illinois, in 1837 or 1838, where Mr. Baker secured a large tract 
of government land and there he became well established, raising a great deal 
of stock, it being his custom to sell his cattle and drive them through to Chi- 
cago, he having been in that city many times prior to the building of a rail- 
road station. He became an influential man in his community among the 
pioneers, but he never aspired to office, and was an independent voter. In 
1859 he started to freight across the plains and followed this line of work 
several years. He also contracted a great deal on railroad work. He was a 
very busy man, exercised splendid business judgment and was successful in 
whatever he turned his attention to. His family consisted of two children, 
Lucy, who is the wife of James Wood, of Union, Iowa, and Andrew M., of 
this review. 

The latter received a common school education and also attended Mt. 
Morris, Illinois, the Bryant-Stratton Business College in Chicago, and thus 
became well equipped for his life work; however, his education did not stop 
when he left the school room, for he has always been a great reader and a 
close observer and is a well informed man on all current topics and familiar 
with the world's best literature. He was married on October 10, 1868, to 
Sarah Elizabeth Eick, who was born in Somerset county, New Jersey. She 
was the daughter of John and Margaret (Barnes) Eick, the former a native 
of Sussex county, New Jersey, and the latter of Luzerne county, Pennsyl- 
vania, born near Wilkes-Barre, where they were married. In 1858 they came 
to Coles county, Illinois, and later settled in Carroll county, that state, among 
the pioneers. Mr. Eick ran a threshing machine there several years, and he 
secured government land which he developed into a good farm and became 
well established. His death occurred on November 6, 1906, and that of his 
wife on April 1, 1891. They were the parents of six children, namely: Emma 
J. is the widow of Jefferson Wade, of Polo, Illinois; Sarah Elizabeth, wife 
of the subject; Almira is the widow of Richard Mathews, of Polo, Illinois; 
George is engaged in the livery business at Hastings, Nebraska; John died 
when twenty years of age; Lou married Ed Holley, of Rockford, Illinois. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Baker: Fred 
married Jessie Cummings, lives on a farm in Jackson township, this county, 
and two children have been born to them, Guy, who died when eighteen years 
old, and Glen; Elsie Baker died in 1890, when twenty -one years of age; 
Nellie is the wife of Charles Cummings, of St. Louis, and they are the par- 
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ents of two children, Fred and Mabel ; Mellie Baker married George C. Gard- 
ner and they live at Des Moines, where he is a member of the staff of the 
Register-Leader; they have two children, Ethel and Helen. 

Andrew M. Baker was married in Whiteside county, Illinois, but he re- 
sided in Carroll county, that state, until he came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 
the fall of 1868. In 1864 he had purchased land here in section 16, Jackson 
township. After living on this place a while, he moved to where he now 
resides and in 1879 Du *^ ms present commodious and pleasant home, where he 
has since resided. He has made all the improvements on the place and 
brought it up to a high standard — in fact, he has one of the choice farms of 
the county, consisting of two hundred and fifty-five acres of valuable land. 
He has always taken a great deal of interest in stock raising and has special- 
ized on short-horn cattle, draft horses and other grades of livestock. He 
retired from active work in 1908. 

Mr. Baker votes independently and he has held several of the township 
offices. He is well known throughout the county and has a host of warm 
friends here. 



PRESTON W. RILEY. 

The name of Preston \V. Riley is too well known in the northern part 
of Hardin county, in fact throughout this locality, to need an introduction 
here, for he has long been regarded as one of the leading farmers and one 
of the influential citizens of Ellis township and his life has been such in every 
respect as to commend him most highly. 

Mr. Riley is a native of the Badger state, his birth having occurred in 
Lafayette county, Wisconsin, October 23, 1857. He is the son of John Riley 
and wife, a complete sketch of whom will be found on another page of this 
work. Preston W. Riley was educated in the common schools of Ellis town- 
ship, Hardin county, Iowa, whither he had come with his parents when a 
child, and he remained with them until he was twenty-seven years of age. 
But before that time he had purchased eighty acres in section 21, Ellis town- 
ship. He was married on March 22, 1887, to Rhoda E. Carr, who was born 
in Mercer county, Illinois, the daughter of William Carr, who was born in 
November, 1835, m Yorkshire, England. He was the son of William and 
Elizabeth Carr ; the latter died in England and the former came to America 
in 1841 and located in Mercer county, Illinois, where he lived until his death. 
Five children came to America with him, but all are now deceased. 
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William Carr had little chance to attend school. He lived with his 
father until he was married, on April 13, 1861, to Lydia Ellen Welsh, of 
Wayne county, Indiana, the daughter of Henry and Rebecca (Woodard) 
Welsh, the father a native of South Carolina and the mother of Tennessee. 
They went to Indiana as children, grew up and married there. He was a 
farmer and a mason by trade. They located in Mercer county, Illinois, about 
1855, and there his death occurred, and her death occurred in Hardin county, 
Iowa. They were the parents of twelve children. Those living are: Wiley, 
who lives in Kansas; James, in Illinois: Amanda, in Oklahoma; Lydia Ellen, 
wife of William Carr, and living in Barnesville, Minnesota. 

In the fall of 1862 William Carr enlisted in Company K, One Hundred 
and Second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at New Boston, Illinois, and was with 
the Army of the Cumberland, serving gallantly until the close of the war. 
After the close of the struggle he returned to Illinois and lived five years 
in Mercer county, then went to Neosho county, Kansas, and later returned to 
Mercer county, Illinois. There they spent five years, after which he brought 
his family to Hardin county, Iowa, and located on four hundred acres of land 
in Ellis township, which he improved and became one of the leading farmers 
of this part of the county. He went to Barnesville, Minnesota, where he pur- 
chased six hundred and forty acres, which he later sold and for many years 
he lived retired during the latter part of his life, his death occurring on June 
30, 1910, at an advanced age. He had been very successful in a financial way 
and was a good and useful man, whom everybody held in high esteem. He 
was a Republican and he and his wife belonged to the Methodist Episcopal 
church. His widow is still living in Minnesota. They were the parents of 
nine children, seven of whom are living, namely : William is a farmer and 
hotel keeper at Baker, Minnesota; Kate lives with her mother; Rhoda E., wife 
of Mr. Riley, of this review; Harvey is farming at Baker, Minnesota; Aggie 
is the wife of David Canham, of Iowa Falls; Stephen is also farming at 
Baker, Minnesota ; Grace married Charles Stewart, of Zelanda, Canada : San- 
ford and Eva are deceased. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Riley, namely : Glen \V., 
born June 24, 1889; Albert L., born October 6, 1890: Flossie E.. born Sep- 
tember 23, 1896; Floyd R., born April 5, 1903. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Riley located on their present farm. 
He first got eighty acres in section 26, in 1898, then added another eighty and 
in 1909 he bought his father's old home place of one hundred and sixty acres, 
being now the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of as valuable and 
well improved land as the county can boast, it being in a high state of cultiva- 
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tion. Mr. Riley has proven himself a scientific and modern agriculturist and 
an excellent judge of live stock. The place was not much improved when he 
took possession, but he went to work with a will and succeeded by persistent 
application, good management and honest dealings with his fellow men. He 
built his home in 1901 and his barn in 1899. He has a beautiful residence 
and substantial outbuildings, and everything about his place denotes thrift, 
good taste and the exercise of good judgment. Mr. and Mrs. Riley spent one 
season at Scotts Mills, Oregon. He makes a specialty of short horn cattle, 
also raises Norman grade horses and Chester White hogs. He has devoted 
his active life to farming and has succeeded above the average tiller of the 
soil. 

Mr. Riley has served several years as school director. He votes the 
Prohibition ticket. His wife is a member of the Methodist church in Ellis 
township, and Mr. Riley is a member of the Friends church. They are well 
known and highly respected throughout the county. 



HERMAN K. GRANNER. 

One of the well known and highly respected citizens of Hardin county is 
Herman K. Granner, who was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, October 11, 
1 86l, the son of Amelia (Riem) Granner. When a boy he worked on a 
farm and in a brick yard for four years. When twenty-one years old he 
emigrated to America and in 1883 located in Hubbard, Hardin county, 
Iowa. He worked about two years on a farm for Joe Lawles, near Eldora, 
then worked for Charles Hoelscher in Grant township, then one season benight 
cream for a creamery at Hubbard. About 1887 he rented a farm on the 
shares in Tipton township for two years. In 1890 he married Anna Faust, 
daughter of Jacob and Gertrude (Imhoof) Faust, a sketch of whom appears 
in this work. She was born in Hessen-Cassel, Germany, and came to America 
when about fifteen years of age, locating in Hubbard and lived there until 
her marriage. Mr. Granner continued renting land until 1894, when he 
bought one hundred and twenty acres in section 17, in Grant township, and 
he has continued farming successfully ever since. In 191 1 he bought a home 
in Hubbard, where he now resides. He has three children, Gustine, Marie 
and Donald. The first two named are well educated and prepared to begin 
teaching. 

Mr. Granner is a Republican and was trustee in Grant township for two 
terms of three years each. He and his family belong to the Salem Evangeli- 
cal church. 
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DANIEL LONG. 

Familiar to the residents of Whitten, among whom he is one of the 
oldest, is Daniel Long, who was for many years a prominent farmer of the 
county, and has been known to his neighbors as an industrious and hard- 
working man, of undoubted honesty and the highest moral integrity, whose 
success in life has been fully earned and deserved. 

Daniel Long was born in Hampshire county, Virginia, on July 5, 1831, 
the son of James and Susan (Leatherman) Long. James Long was a native 
of Ohio and later moved to what is now West Virginia, and in 1855 came 
with his family to Hardin county, Iowa, driving through with teams. He 
located on the old Lay farm in Union township, and the family lived in a 
tent for awhile, until a log house was built. On this farm Mr. Long died, 
and his wife died at Waterloo at the age of eighty-two. They were people 
well known among the early settlers, and were respected and esteemed for 
the excellence of their lives. They were the parents of the following children, 
John W., who died in Grundy county, Iowa, married Harriett Welsh, who 
died in Grundy county ; Benjamin, deceased, who served in the Civil war; 
Daniel; James, who died in Virginia, at the age of sixteen; Catherine, who is 
the widow of James Kelso, of Waterloo, Iowa ; David, a retired farmer of 
Conrad, Iowa ; and Mary, who died single, at Waterloo, Iowa. 

Daniel Long came to Hardin county in 1854, and when his parents came 
he lived with them. In 1861 he married Mary A. Wood, the daughter of 
Jonathan and Charlotte Wood, who came in 1856 to Hardin county, with 
seven children and located near Eldora, where Mrs. Long attended school. 
The family later moved to Grundy county, Iowa, where Mr. Wood met his 
death in 1863, as the result of a runaway accident, at the age of fifty. His 
wife moved to Providence township, Hardin county, and lived with her chil- 
dren, dying at Hubbard at the age of seventy-seven. She and her husband 
are both buried at Providence. After his marriage Daniel Long lived for a 
while on a farm adjoining that of his parents, then for some time lived in 
Grundy county, and returning to Hardin county with only thirty-three dol- 
lars, lived on various places in this county. For the past ten years he has 
lived in Whitten. retired. Mr. Long is a Republican in politics, and is inter- 
ested in school work. He has never cared for office. Mr. and Mrs. Long 
are members of the Quaker church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Long are the parents of two children, Maria Ellen, who 
married Jacob Shillinger and died in 1885. at the age of twenty-two, and 
Efne, who married Otis G. Blair, of Providence. Iowa. In the course of his 
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long life Mr. Long has gained many friends among all ages, and is now living 
in retirement, enjoying their society, with the consciousness of a life well 
spent 



EDMUND A. CARRIEL. 

The old Empire state has sent many of its sterling citizens to the newer 
Hawkeye state and they have done much toward fostering its civilization and 
progress and Hardin county has been fortunate in being so favored by nature 
as to induce many of them to settle within her borders. Of this worthy class, 
Edmund A. Carriel, one of the leading farmers and stock- men of Ellis town- 
ship, is deserving of specific mention for many reasons, not the least of which 
is the fact that he is one of the honored veterans of the great Union army who 
did what he could in preserving the nation when secession threatened to dis- 
rupt it. His birth occurred on September 24, 1843. m Broome county, New 
York, and he is the son of John and Eunice Eggleston-Smith Carriel, the 
father born on September 15, 1803, and the latter on October 2, 1804. The 
father was a native of Connecticut, but he grew to maturity in the state of 
New York and received a common school education, having igone to the latter 
state with his parents when a young man. He and his first wife were mar- 
ried on October 31, 1822, and his second marriage was with a widow, Cor- 
delia A. Martin. John Carriel was the son of Henry Carriel, who died Sep- 
tember 3, 1841, his wife, Rachael, having preceded him to the grave on De- 
cember 26, 1828. Ebenezer Smith, the maternal grandfather of the subject, 
died August 11, 1838, at the age of seventy-five years; his wife, Esther, died 
March 1, 1842, at the age of eighty years. 

The following children were born to John Carriel and his first wife: 
Calvin, born July 6, 1824, is deceased ; Esther, born July 31, 1826; Eliza V., 
born July 19, 1827, married Benjamin Groo, of Jackson county, Michigan; 
Iantha A., born March 3, 1828, married Andrew Babcock and they are both 
deceased; Henry King, born April 12, 1830, is deceased; John, born Novem- 
ber 28, 1831, is living in Potter county, Pennsylvania; Waterman T., born 
August 3, 1834, died in, Pennsylvania; Willard. born October 20, 1836, is a 
photographer in Allegany county, New York; Angeline A., born March 25, 
1833, died in Minnesota in 1874; Emily M., born March 2, 1841, died in 
Michigan; Edmund A., of this review; Emma A., born October 13, 1847, 
died in Michigan ; Amelia, the youngest, is dead. 

Edmund A. Carriel attended the home schools and also went to Wells- 
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boro Academy at Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. The war interrupted his school 
days, but after its close he took a course in a commercial school. He came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1866 and located in Eldora, where he remained a 
short time, then went to Springfield, Illinois, later to Chicago, where he re- 
mained a short time, then to Monroe county, Minnesota, and back to Eldora, 
Iowa, in 1874. During the winter months he taught school and also worked 
at the carpenter's trade. In August, 1874, he was married to Elizabeth Rich- 
ards, of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Leonard and 
Eleanor (LeBarr) Richards, both of the last named locality. They grew up 
and married there and came to Eldora, Iowa, in i860, and bought a fami in 
Pleasant township. Mr. Richards died in Independence, Iowa, and his wife 
in Pleasant township, this county. They were the parents of five children, 
namely: Rebecca, widow of John Crosby, of this county; Reuben, of Pleas- 
ant township, this county; Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Carriel, of this review; 
Samuel, of Eldora, Iowa; Jennie married Win Steenburg, of Eldora, Iowa. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Carriel, namely: Oara 
married A. R. Gilbert, of Buckeye township, this county, and they have one 
child, Loretta E. ; Ellen is the wife of Jobe Reichard, of Woosing, Illinois, 
and they have three children, Maude E., Daniel E. and one other; Arthur R. 
is at home ; Samuel E. died at six years of age on March 14, 1878. 

After his marriage Mr. Carriel went to Monroe county, Minnesota, for 
two years and taught school, then moved back to Eldora, Iowa, for two years 
and rented land in Pleasant township. In the spring of 1878 he located in 
section 19, Ellis township, where he purchased fifteen acres and also one hun- 
dred and twenty acres in Buckeye township, all unimproved. He went to 
work with a will and soon had it well improved and under a high state of 
cultivation and a good home established and carried on a (general farming 
business. For three years he was school director and secretary of the school 
board of Ellis and Buckeye townships for five years. He votes the Repub- 
lican ticket. 

On July 1, 1 86 1, Mr. Carriel enlisted in Company H, Thirty-fifth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer Infantry, at Wellsboro, Pennsylvania; in a short time 
he was taken sick and discharged. On February 24, 1864, he re-enlisted, this 
time in Company A, One Hundred and Eighty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Infantry, at Wellsboro. He went to Washington, D. C, and joined the 
army at Cold Harbor, then went to Petersburg and was in the battle there 
on July 18, 1864, and in the fall of that year he was in six different battles 
and skirmishes. He was sent to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he did 
guard duty, and engaged in taking drafted men and recruits to the front. 
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remaining in that capacity until the close of the war. He was discharged at 
Philadelphia in 1865. His company was in that city at the time the body of 
President Lincoln lay in state at the old State House and his company guarded 
the remains and escorted the body to the Kingston depot. 

Mr. Carriel is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at Iowa 
Falls, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Buckeye, Iowa. He is 
well known in the county and has borne an excellent reputation wherever he 
has lived, according to those who know him best. 



LEVI J. SHEPHARD, JR. 

Among the enterprising citizens of Ellis township, Hardin county, who 
owe their success and advancement in life to their own industry and well- 
directed efforts, is Levi J. Shephard, Jr. He hails from the Sucker state, but 
has spent the major part of his active and successful life in Iowa, where, by 
his individual and unaided efforts, he has made a success of his chosen calling 
and has won the respect of all who have had occasion to deal with him in a 
business or social way. 

Mr. Shephard was born in Montgomery county, Illinois, on December 
27, 1853, and he is the son of Levi J. Shephard, who was born near Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, January 3, 181 8, being of Scotch and English descent. 
He received a good education in the common schools and taught when a 
young man. In early life he also followed sailing and fishing for three 
and one-half years. In 1836 he went to Ohio and later to Greene county, 
secured eighty acres of land which he sold in 1864 and the following year he 
came to Hardin county, Iowa. On April 7, 1844, he was united in marriage 
with Allie Elenor Cain, a native of Kentucky, of Welsh and Irish descent. 
During the Civil war, the father of the subject bought mules and horses for 
the government, also bought and shipped large numbers of cattle. In 1865 he 
settled in section 27, Ellis township, Hardin county, where he got one 
hundred and ninety acres of good land, later adding forty acres more. It 
had on it a small house and stable and a few acres had been "broke." He set 
to work improving it and soon had an excellent farm and a good home and 
here he lived until 1902, achieving a large measure of success as a general 
fanner and stock raiser. Since the last date mentioned he has lived among 
his children. His wife was called to her rest on March 3, 1902. 

Levi J. Shephard was formerly active in politics and he was sheriff of 
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Montgomery county, Illinois, several times, and justice of the peace in Hardin 
county, also held other minor offices here, always with satisfaction to the 
people. He was formerly a Whig and later a Republican. He was flag 1 
bearer when William Henry Harrison was elected President. Fraternally, I ^ 
he is a Mason, and is a member of the United Brethren church ; his wife was a L 
Baptist. He is now ninety-three years of age. It is interesting to hear him I 
recall reminiscences of the early days, of the political and physical conditions 
of the country. He has lived to see wondrous changes take place and has 
played well his part as a citizen. He is one of the grand old men of Hardin 
county, highly respected by all. His family consisted of six children, namely. 
John W. enlisted in the Union army from Montgomery county, Illinois, and 
died in a hospital in the South; Julia A. married B. C. Baker; they lived in 
Wright county, Iowa, but are both now deceased; Mary A. first married 
James Hardinger in 1854 by whom she had two children, Charles L. and \ . 
Clarence. Mr. Hardinger died September 14, 1901, and she now is the wife 1 ^ 
of A. Valentine, of Alden, Iowa; Mary Caroline married L. M. Norton, of 
Oakdale, Nebraska; Levi J., Jr., of this review ; Charles W. was killed on the 
Old homestead when fifteen years of age. 

The subject of this review was educated mostly in the common schools 
of Hardin county, Iowa. He lived at home, assisting with the general work 
on the farm until his marriage, on October 5, 1876, to Doretta Boody, who 
was born in Pleasant township, this county, the daughter of Fred and Magda- 
lena Ecker, the father a native of Hanover, Germany, and the mother of 
Iowa. He married a second time, his last wife being Sarah Fager, of Iowa. 
His death occurred in 1906; his second wife is still living, making her home 
in Eldora. Mr. Boody came to America in 1840 and first settled in Indiana. 
He arrived in the new world a poor boy, carrying all his earthly possessions in 
small goods-box. From Indiana he went to Missouri and about 1853 he came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in Pleasant township, where he purchased 
land. He devoted his life to fanning and achieved successs. The following 
children were by his first wife: Dr. George is living at Monticello, Minne- 
sota; Joseph died in Eldora, Iowa, in 1904; Doretta, wife of Mr. Shephard 
of this review. The following children were by Mr. Boody's second wife: 
Mary married W. M. Sachel, of Eldora, Iowa; C. M. lives at Iowa Falls; Dr 
Frank Boody, of Eldora. An infant daughter, the youngest, died in infancy. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Shephard : Guy W., born 
October 15, 1877, is a farmer and stock raiser in Jackson township, this 
county ; he married Emma A. Bowman and they have two children, Helen I 
and Raymond; Charles B. Shephard was born March 25, 1880, and died in 
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1896; Rosie May, born April 21, 1884, is the wife of H. A. Munson, a 
farmer of Ellis township; Frank and Mary, twins, died in infancy. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Shephard rented land in Ellis town- 
ship until 1881, when they bought their present fine farm, now owning one 
hundred and thirty acres, all in an excellent state of cultivation and improve- 
ment. All of this he has made himself, including his substantial and pleasant 
dwelling, which he erected in 1881 and his splendid barn in 1900. His place 
is known as the "Crescent Center" farm. It is ten miles south of Iowa Falls, 
lour miles east of Buckeye, seven miles north of Hubbard and fourteen miles 
west of Eldora. Mr. Shephard has an excellent dairy and raises short-horn 
cattle, Norman horses, Duroc- Jersey Red and Chester White hogs, also Barred 
Plymouth Rock chickens. 

Mr. Shephard is a Republican and he has been constable and trustee of 
Ellis township. He belongs to the Masonic blue lodge No. 192 at Iowa Falls. 
The subject's father and his son, Guy W., are also Masons, members of the 
lodge at Alden, Iowa. Levi J. Shepard is said to be the oldest Mason in Iowa 
and Illinois. Mr. Shepard and wife are members of the United Presbyterian 
church. The latter is a woman of esthetic tastes and a lover of birds and 
flowers of all kinds, and her home and lawn is beautifully kept, many varieties 
of plants being seen here. 



GEORGE W. SHELDON. 

A man who possessed the respect and good will of all who knew him and 
was classed with the representative men of Hardin county, was the late 
George W. Sheldon, a man whom to know was to admire, for he led a most 
exemplary life and sought to do his full duty in all relations with his fellow 
men, being a man of honor, public spirit, charitable impulses and unswerving 
integrity and enterprise, consequently he is eminently deserving of conspicu- 
ous mention in a history of his county along with other well known and 
worthy pioneers who did so much for the general upbuilding of the same. 

Mr. Sheldon was born in Holmes county, Ohio, June 16, 1834, and he 
was the son of Thomas Sheldon and wife, a complete sketch of whom is to 
be found under the caption of T. J. Sheldon, appearing on another page of 
this work. 

The subject attended the public schools in Ohio and he assisted with the 
general work about the home place until he was married, on November 4, 
1854, to Aleva Sevilla Lohr, who was born in Holmes county, Ohio, June 20, 
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1834, the daughter of Henry and Eliza (Porter) Lohr, of the county men- 
tioned above. Mr. Lohr was a tinner by trade and he spent his life in Ohio. 1 ab 
He was twice married, his last wife being Rebecca Richardson, also of Holmes \ - 
county, Ohio. 

The following children constitute the family of the subject, two of whom 
are of the first union : Melissa A. married Walter Race, of Eldora township, 
this county; William H., who is farming in South Dakota, married Ada 
Biglow ; Loretta J. married Jerry Hayden, of Jackson township, this county; 
A leva Catherine died young; George D. is a merchant at Ratcliffe, Iowa; 
Leonard Lee is farming near Trenton, Nebraska; Ida May married Ralph 
Glidden, and they live near Ratcliffe, Iowa; John L. is farming in Hardin 
county, Iowa; Thomas L. is also farming in this county; Bertha Belle is at 
home. 

It was about 1856 that Mr. Sheldon and his wife came to Hardin county, 
Iowa. They settled at Point Pleasant, Tipton township, when the country 
was new and undeveloped, and although they underwent many hardships and 1 .. 
inconveniences, they persevered and succeeded. Later they bought a farm in \ 
Pleasant township and there they made their home until 1900, when they re- 
tired and moved to Hubbard, and there Mr. Sheldon lived until his death, on 
May 19, 1906. He had bought a neat and comfortable home there and had 
a small farm. His widow and daughter are living at Hubbard. He was very 
successful as a fanner and stock man and left a valuable estate to his family. 

Politically, Mr. Sheldon was a Democrat, but he was not a politician. He 
was a member of the Methodist church, as is also his widow. No family in 
the county is held in higher esteem than the Sheldons, they having been prom- 
inent here from the days of the first settlers. 



SAMUEL E. MOSSMAN. 

Few citizens who have lived in Hardin county of recent years have left 
a more indelible imprint upon the minds and hearts of the people here than 
the late Samuel E. Mossman, for he was a good and useful man and never 
failed to do the right as he saw and understood the right, in all the relations 
of life. 

Mr. Mossman was born Nevember 15, 1841, in Mercer county, Illinois, 
and he was the son of George and Hannah (Brown) Mossman, the father a 
native of England and the mother of Virginia, and they spent most of their 
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lives in Indiana, the father being a blacksmith by trade; they were the par- 
ents of thirteen children, Samuel E., of this review, having been the seventh 
in order of birth. He received his education in the common schools and grew 
up in Illinois, being sixteen years of age when he came to Hardin county, 
Iowa, with his parents. They found pioneer conditions here, there being at 
that time only two houses in what is now the city of Eldora. After remain- 
ing in that place a short time, they settled one-half mile east of Hubbard in a 
grove, later entering one hundred and sixty acres of land five miles northeast 
of Hubbard in Tipton township. Here the elder Mossman made a home and 
lived until his death. 

Samuel E. Mossman lived at home until he enlisted in the Union army, 
November 15, 1862, in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
at Eldora, Iowa, under Captain Edgerton. He was sent to St. Louis and 
later served under General Sherman and he was in the Red River expedition, 
during which he fell ill. He served very faithfully for a period of three 
years and nine months, during which he saw some hard service and was in 
many tight places. 

On August 10, 1865, Mr. Mossman married Margaret A. Hough, who 
was born ut Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, June 21, 1846, the daugh- 
ter of Jacob and Eliza (Cravens) Hough, the former a native of Allegheny 
county. Pennsylvania, and the latter of Westmoreland county, that state. 
They came to Eldora, Iowa, in the spring of 1856, locating on one hundred 
and ten acres of land in Pleasant township, three miles east of Hubbard, and 
there they remained many years. Mr. Hough was always a farmer and politi- 
cally he was a Republican, and a member of the Presbyterian church, while 
his wife was a Methodist. They became well known here and were highly 
respected by all. Six children were born to them, namely : William F. was 
in Company B, Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and was killed at the bat- 
tle of Shiloh ; Peter, who married Sarah Sweet, is farming at Miller, South 
Dakota ; Christian is farming near Hubbard, Iowa ; E. R., whose sketch ap- 
pears on another page of this work, is also farming here; George is in the 
insurance business at Hubbard; Margaret A., wife of the subject, was the 
fourth child in order of birth. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Mossman eight children were born, namely: Byron, 
born July 5, 1867, died February- 2, 1908; William L., born February 19, 
1869. died July 6, 1896; Eliza Ellen, born June 28, 1872, is the wife of Will- 
iam Thompson, a farmer and at present assessor of Tipton township, this 
county; they have two children, Edna and Wade; Frederick Clifford, born 
January 1, 1875, wno > s farming in Pleasant township, married Bertha Boy- 
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Ian and they have three children, Floy, Blanche and Ella; Isaac A., born Feb- 
ruary 1 6, 1878, married Lulu Conklin; they live in Pleasant township and 
have two sons, Lowell and Wendell; Jasper J., born October 13, 1880, mar- \ 
ried Lottie King; they live in Grant township, this county, and have one 1 
child, Bernice; Miner R., born May 6, 1883, is living on the old home place; 1 
he married May Sheldon and they have two sons, Patrick and Warren; ' 
Edna L., born September 24, 1885, is the wife of Elmer Ridout, of Ellis 1 
township, and they have three children, Derley, Russell and Burley. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Mossman located on their farm of I 
one hundred and twenty-five acres in Tipton township. The land was all wild 
at that time and it required lots of hard work to develop a farm from it, but 1 
Mr. Mossman was a hard worker and succeeded and he lived here until his 
death, June 15, 1900. He was an excellent citizen and highly honored by all 
who knew him. His widow remained in the place until 1907, when she moved 
to Hubbard, where she has since made her home. She still owns one hundred 
and five acres of the old home place, besides her neat and substantial home in 
Hubbard. She is a woman of many fine characteristics and has a host of 
friends here. 

Mr. Mossman was assessor of Tipton township and held many other 
offices always with credit and satisfaction. He was a Republican. He was a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic and of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, also the Methodist church, having belonged to the latter from 
the age of sixteen. He was a good and useful man and honored by all who 
knew him. 



JOB HARRIS. 

Specific mention is made of many of the worthy citizens of Hardin 
county within the pages of this book, citizens who have figured in the growth 
and development of this favored locality and whose interests are identified 
with its every phase of progress, each contributing in his sphere of action to 
the well being of the community in which he resides and to the advancement 
of its normal and legitimate growth. Among this number is Job Harris, one 
of the leading farmers and stock raisers of Providence township, Hardin 
county. 

Mr. Harris was born in 1849 at Winchester, Randolph county, Indiana, 
and he is the son of Phineas and Esley (Tyser) Harris. In tracing the ances- 
try of the Harris family we find that the first of the name in this country 
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emigrated from England to Virginia at an early date. The first name of which 
we have record is that of George Bren Harris, who, it is said, lived to be one 
hundred and ten years of age. He was born in Virginia and settled in Car- 
teret county, North Carolina, about 1750. His children consisted of the fol- 
lowing named : Nehemiah, Jesse, Icabod, Jeremiah, Stokely, George, Diana 
and Susie, who married a Mr. Davis; also Pharoba. who married a Mr. Mace. 
The ancestors of the Mace family emigrated from Nantucket, Massachusetts, 
about 1700 on account of prosecution of the Quakers, to which faith they 
were adherents. The direct line of descent to Job Harris, of this review, was 
through Jesse Harris, who was born probably about 1756. He married Mary 
Johnson, daughter of Amos Johnson, a native of Virginia, who was born 
November 23, 1759, and they became the parents of the following children: 
Amos, born May 16, 1780; Joseph, born November 17, 1781 ; David, born 
December 30, 1783; Anna, born July 31, 1785; Stephen, born September 29, 
1787; Simeon, born August 28, 1789; Sarah, born March 26, 1792; Jeremiah 
and Kesiah, twins, born March 27, 1795; Susanna, born March 5, 1796; 
Elijah, born March 25, 1798; Josephine, born March 16, 1802. They were 
all born in Carteret county, North Carolina. 

The first wife of Jesse Harris died about 181 5 and about 1820 he mar- 
ried Phoebe Edgerton, of Wayne county, North Carolina. He was a ship 
builder by trade and he belonged to the society of Friends, as did also all of 
his children. His second wife died about 1832. He remained in North 
Carolina until 1843, when he moved to Wayne county, Indiana, where he 
died soon afterward and he is buried at Dover. He was eighty-seven years 
old. About the year 1832, David Harris, son of Jesse Harris, with his three 
brothers, Simeon, Zemeriah and Elijah, also two sisters, Anna and Susanna, 
and two uncles, Stokeley and George, all came to Indiana, David, Simeon and 
Zemeriah and Isaac Mace all settling in Randolph county, about three miles 
east of Winchester. David Harris married Mary Mace, daughter of James 
arid Sarah (Small) Mace, and the following children were born to them: 
James, who married Matilda Pickett in 1841 ; Sarah, who married Joseph 
Pickeft; Job, who married Sarah Paddock, was born May 18, 1819, and died 
January 26, 1892; Celia married Samuel Perisho; Alice married Benjamin 
Cox; Cornelius married Patience Pierson; Phineas, father of Job, of this 
review; Rufus died in infancy. 

The death of David Harris occurred in 1855, having been preceded to 
the grave by his wife in 1848. They were buried at White River. Indiana. 

Phineas Harris, father of the subject, and his wife came from Indiana 
to Iowa in 1855 and settled in Bangor, Marshall county, where thev re- 
(38) 
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mained one year, then came to Providence township, Hardin county, and 
entered a farm in section 9, in 1856. Here he found primitive conditions, a 
wild, sparsely settled prairie, and here he built a log cabin and developed a 
splendid farm from the raw land. He was born April 10, 1825, and his 
death occurred on October 30, 1862. His wife died in 1879, at the age of 1 
sixty years, five months and two days. He is buried at Highland and she at ; 
Iowa Falls. They were members of the Friends church. Their children 
were named as follows: William Riley, born May 14, 1843, married Eliza- 
beth Ha worth in 1863 and they live in Independence, Kansas; Elizabeth, 
born May 7, 1844, married Aaron Albertson, on February 18, 1864, and they 
live in Alden, Iowa; Levi, born February 8, 1846, married Matilda True- | 
blood in June, 1868, and they live at Moon, South Dakota; Mariah, born 
November 2, 1847, married Charles Graham, August 13, 1870, and they live • 
in this state; Job, of this review; Ezekiel, born September 10, 1850, married | 
Martha Haworth, September 15, 1880, and they live at Havelin, Kansas; 
Delana, born January 1, 1852, married George Greenleaf, August 11, 1880, 
and she is now deceased; Delilah, born November 2, 1854, married Joe Gra- « 
ham, September 18, 1870, and she is now deceased; Susanna, who wa? born 
January 8, 1858, married Harry Leak, August 4, 1880, and she is now de- 



Job Harris, of this review, was married on January 10, 1869, to Edith 
Perisho, daughter of John C. and Fanny (Marsh) Perisho, a highly respected 
family. To Mr. and Mrs. Job Harris the following children have been born: 
Orin C, born August 3, 1878, died of diphtheria October 2, 1881; Mattie 
Winona, born January 11, 1881, died of diphtheria on October 12th following; 
Phineas J., born November 18, 1882, married Margaret Norman in Janu- 
ary, 1909, and they live in Providence township; Ina E., born February 7, 
1886. married Ross Mitchell; Verlin C, born April n, 1888, and Arlo B., 
born May 14, 1892, are both at home. 

John C. Perisho, father of Mrs. Job Harris, was born July II, 1826, in 
North Carolina, and his death occurred on July 5, 1884. He married in 
Indiana, March 25. 1847- They came to Iowa and settled in Providence 
township, Hardin county, in 1855, and here started in life in true pioneer 
fashion ; built a log cabin and here Mr. Perisho followed farming and also 
his trade of blacksmith. A short time before his death he moved to LeGrand. 
Marshall county. He was a member of the Friends church. His wife, Fanny 
Marsh, was the daughter of Elias and Edith Marsh. She was born June 13. 
1827, and her death occurred on December 27, 1873. The following children 
were born to them: Edith S., wife of the subject, was born November 17. 



ceased. 
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1849; Elias, born March 12, 1853, lives in Providence township ; William J., 
born October 2, 1855, the year the town of New Providence was laid out, 
lives in the town of Union; Martha Ann, born September 15, 1858, married 
Joseph Plummer and they live at Monument, Logan county, Kansas ; Thomas 
C, born April 7, 1861, lives in Greenleaf, Idaho; Allen T. B., born February 
24, 1855, ar, d Mary S., born March 17, 1866, are both deceased; Jesse, born 
August 11, 1870. married October 23, 1898; he was a pastor in the Friends 
church, and his death occurred on March 31, 1904, having been survived by 
his wife until September 13, 1909; Charles, born October 25, 1873, died 
October 22, 1881, of diphtheria. John C. married again, his last wife being 
Bulah Farquhar, and this union resulted in the birth of three children: Her- 
old, born July 13, 1875, lives in LeGrand, Iowa; May, born December 25, 
1876, married Frank King and lives at Minneapolis, Minnesota; Merle, born 
May io, 1879, lives at LeGrand, Iowa. 

John C. Perisho was the son of Nathan and Mary Perisho. They spent 
the greater part of their lives in Indiana, to which state they came from 
North Carolina. He married a second time, his last wife being Sarah Chapel. 
By the first union were born Joshua, John, Mary and Martha, and by the sec- 
ond union Catherine, Thomas and Libbie. 

Job Harris, of this review, owns a fine and well improved farm in section 
4, Providence township, Hardin county, which he has brought up to a high 
state of cultivation. He is now living practically retired from active work. 
He has never been an aspirant for public office, and religiously he is a mem- 
ber of the Friends church, to which his family also belong. He is held in 
high esteem by all who know him. 



GEORGE MARSHMAN. 

The early agriculturists of Hardin county will ever be held in the grate- 
ful memory of the present and succeeding generations, and the husbandman 
who came here two score years ago, turned the wild prairie sod, erected a 
nide hut for himself and family, and opened the country, then roadless, for 
the higher advancement of civilization, well deserves the respect which is ac- 
corded him after he has" passed the allotted span of life and been called to his 
reward. Of such as these was George Marshman. long an influential citizen 
in Tipton township, who is now sleeping the sleep of the just, but the memory 
of whose numerous charitable and good deeds will never fade from the mem- 
ories of those who knew him best. 
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Mr. Marshman was born October 27, 1828, at Canonsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, the son of George and Eliza (McGill) Marshman, the mother a native 
of Ireland and the father of Maryland. He spent his youth in Pennsylvania, 
to which state the mother came when young, and there they were married 
and began life on a farm, later moving with other pioneers to near Galion, 
Ohio, where they spent the balance of their lives, becoming well known and 
always highly respected. They were the parents of eleven children, all of 
whom are now deceased. 

George Marshman grew to maturity in Pennsylvania and Ohio and had 
the advantage of a good common school education. On March 12, 1862, he 
married Lydia A. Roberts, a native of Delaware county, Ohio. She was the 
daughter of Charles and Maria (Shaffer) Roberts, the father a native of 
Delaware county, Ohio, and the mother of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Roberts was a carpenter by trade and he located in Morrow count)', 
Ohio, and lived there until his death, after which his widow moved to Iowa, 
where her death occurred. They were members of the Baptist church, and 
their family consisted of ten children, four of whom are living, namely: 
Elizabeth, wife of D. D. Carter, of Hubbard, Iowa; Lydia A.; Emma is de- 
ceased; Eliza M. is the wife of J. C. Ibeck, of Brookings, South Dakota; 
Allen B. lives at Lake City, Iowa; Sarah Belle is the wife of D. R. Clark, of 
Hubbard, Iowa. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Marshman, name- 
ly : Mary Agnes, wife of Norman H. Austin, of Eagle Grove, Iowa, has one 
child, Agnes; G. G., who married Mary J. McCleary, is engaged in the real 
estate and insurance business at Hubbard, Iowa ; and there are three children 
in their family, George F., Robert and Blaine; Charles A., who is a carpenter 
at Hubbard, Iowa, married Edna Ibeck, and they have three children, Grace, 
Charles C. and Edna F. ; Grace E. married Alex. Whitney, of Eagle Grove, 
Iowa, and they have three children, Joseph L., Lydia M. and Everett A.; 
James A. is a stock dealer and operates a meat market at Hubbard, Iowa; he 
married Mary Caverhill, who died in March, 1904, leaving two children. 
William A. and Mamie M. 

After his marriage, in 1879, Mr. Marshman and his wife came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and lived one year west of Eldora, then located in Tipton town- 
ship, where he bought a farm which he improved, established a beautiful and 
comfortable home and at his death left his widow one of the choice farms of 
the township, consisting of two hundred acres of very valuable land, lying 
two miles south of the town of Hubbard. He had been very successful as a 
general farmer and stock man, being a hard worker and a good manager, and 
by his own efforts he climbed the ladder of success, starting with nothing. He 
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took considerable interest in politics and held all of the township offices; 
he was loyal to the Republican party, and he belonged to the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, of which his widow is also a member, being prominent in the con- 
gregation at Hubbard, in which town she has resided since 1901. The death 
of George Marshman occurred on August 12, 1900. He left behind him the 
record of a life well spent. 



JAMES M. COOPER. 

A man who boldly faces the responsibilities of life and by determined 
and untiring energy carves out for himself an honorable success exerts a 
powerful influence upon the lives of those who follow him. To them life is 
so real that they find no time to plot either mischief or vice. Their lives are 
bound up in their duties, they feel the weight of their citizenship and take 
pleasure in sowing the seeds that will spring up a golden harvest. Such men 
constitute the foundation of our republican institutions and are the pride of 
our civilization. Such has been the career of the subject of this brief notice. 

James M. Cooper, better known as Madison Cooper, was born in Ellis 
township, Hardin county, Iowa, October 23, 1859, and he has continued to 
make this favored section of the great Hawkeye state his place of abode. He 
is the son of Henry Cooper, who was born near Terre Haute, Indiana, he 
being of Scotch descent. He married Jane Rockwell, also born near Terre 
Haute, Indiana. He grew to manhood in that vicinity and received a limited 
education in the common schools. His parents died when he was a child and 
he was early thrown upon his own resources. He made the long overland 
trip to California in 1851 and was gone two years. He returned to Indiana 
and later settled in Illinois. About 1854 or 1855 he came to Hardin county, 
Iowa, and settled in Ellis township, where he got forty acres of land, most all 
timbered. He added to this until he owned an excellent farm of two hun- 
dred and twenty-three acres, which he cleared and improved and became one 
of the leading farmers of the early days in this township. He was an inde- 
pendent voter and held many of the offices of his township. He was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. His death occurred on May 4, 1909, 
his wife having preceded him to the grave on February 24, 1904. They were 
the parents of eleven children, namely : I^emucl is a lumber dealer of Alden, 
Iowa; the second son died in infancy; Sylvester died in Kansas; May mar- 
ried James Beem and lives at Ledyard, Iowa ; James M., of this review ; the 
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next child died in infancy; Eva married Christ Kinney and they live at Buck- 
eye, Iowa, where Wilder R. also lives; Ed. is farming in Missouri; Mertie 
married L. T. Briggs and they live at Linton, North Dakota ; Jennie, who re- 
mained single, is deceased. 

James M. Cooper was educated in the common schools of Ellis township 
and he lived at home, assisting with the general work about the place, until he 
was twenty-four years of age. He went to Daws county, Nebraska, where 
he remained six years, having taken a claim there. He then returned to Ellis 
township, this county, and has since resided here. On August 28, 1905, he 
married Mrs. Sarah Alice Mitferer Collins, widow of E. J. Collins, a native 
cf the state of New York, whose death occurred in 1896. Mrs. Cooper is the 
daughter of Augustus Mitterer, and he was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, 
on August 16, 1823, the son of Peter and Hannah (Ripman) Mitterer, both 
natives of Germany, where they spent their lives. Augustus Mitterer came 
to America in 1846, landing in New York; he settled in Virginia and was 
there until May, 1855, when he came to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled at 
Point Pleasant, there being but one house there when they arrived. During 
the four months following he built four houses, which he sold to settlers as 
they came in. He took an active part in building the Presbyterian church 
there, of which he laid the foundation and drove the last nail. On Septem- 
ber 2; 1849, he married Ann Z. Shipman, and this union resulted in the birth 
of nine children, namely: Clara A., Sarah A., Augustus W., Martha J., 
Joseph S., Ernest F., John L. Two died in infancy. 

Mr. Mitterer learned the trade of tanner in Virginia and he worked at 
it in Point Pleasant. In August, 1862, he enlisted in Company F, Thirty- 
second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and served in Missouri, Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee. He was seized with illness at Brownsville, Arkansas, in August. 
1863, and in October of that year he was sent to the hospital at Little Rock, 
where he remained six months and was discharged from the service on 
February 14, 1864, for disability. He was always a Republican and active 
in party affairs, and also took a great deal of interest in educational matters. 
He was a member of the Presbyterian church. After the war he devoted him- 
self to farming until his death. Mrs. Cooper had five children by her first 
marriage, namely: Louisa Ellen married Robert C. Racine, of Buckeye 
township, and they have three children, Gladys. Arlouene and Blanche; Ag- 
gie M. married Fred Palo, of Hubbard, Iowa, and they have two children, 
Alice and Herbert; J. Roy, who married Emma King, is farming in Ellis 
township, this county ; Nellie Ann, who married John Lage, lives at Hubbard, 
Iowa ; Frederick L. is single and living at home. 
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Mr. Cooper has lived on his present farm in Ellis township since 1905. 
He has made all the improvements on the place and he carries on a general 
farming business, having devoted his life to this line of endeavor. In con- 
nection with farming, he raises an excellent grade of Norman horses and 
Duroc- Jersey Red hogs. He has a well improved and well kept farm and a 
good home. He votes independently and has never aspired to political office. 



SULLIVAN D ANDREWS. 

Success has been worthily attained by Sullivan D. Andrews, better known 
as "Deck" Andrews, for many years one of Hardin county's foremost agri- 
culturists, now living in honorable retirement in his beautiful home at Hub- 
bard. He has always stood ready to do his full share in the development of 
this locality, in which he has ever had a profound interest, and thus by rea- 
son of his public spirit, his fairness and his genial address he has the good 
will and the confidence of all who know him. 

Mr. Andrews was born in Kane county, Illinois, March 3, 1850, and he 
is the son of Calvin and Eveline (Day) Andrews, the father a native of 
Hampden county, Massachusetts, born February 9, 18 16, and the mother of 
Springfield, that state, born October 30, 181 8. Calvin Andrews went to Kane 
county, Illinois, when a young man, later buying a farm near Burlington, 
that state. He went overland in a "prairie schooner" to California in 1859 
and there remained fifteen years, working in the placer mines. Returning to 
Kane county, Illinois, he remained there until his death, March 7, 1896, at 
the age of eighty years, his widow having preceded him November 29, 1884. 
He was one of the prominent and influential men of that county and held 
numerous public offices, including that of justice of the peace. He was a Re- 
publican. His family consisted of seven children, namely: William is a re- 
tired farmer, of Sycamore, Illinois; Sirenie, who married Ambrose Perry, of 
Webster City, Iowa, was educated at Bennett College, Chicago, Illinois, and 
practiced medicine successfully for twenty-five years in Sycamore, Illinois, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Webster City, Iowa ; August lives in Sycamore, 
Illinois; Sullivan D., of this review; Frank, who lives in North Dakota and 
Washington state, died at Hubbard, Iowa, in 1896; Horace, who was an im- 
plement dealer at Ackley, Iowa, died in 1903 ; Calvin D. is a real estate and 
stock dealer at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Sullivan D. Andrews received only a limited education in the common 
schools. He remained at home and helped take care of the family until he 
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was twenty-seven years of age. On January i, 1877, in DeKalb county, 
Illinois, he was united in marriage with Jennie M. Allen, of that county, the 
daughter of William Allen, of Washington county, New York, who was a 
pioneer of Sycamore, Illinois, and who is still living there at the advanced 
age of ninety-one years, and his wife, who was Mary Isabelle McMastcr, of 
Hartford, New York, is also living, being now eighty-one years old. They 
devoted their active lives to farming, and three children were bom to them, 
namely: Jennie M. ; Rhoda, deceased; Emma J. married Edward Windetta, 
of Sycamore, Illinois. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, namely : Ruth 
married F. W. Rhodes, of Grant township, this county; Mary married Guy 
Thompson, of Providence township, this county; Eunice is at home; Ray- 
mond married Mintie Martin and they live in Wyoming; Harry also lives in 
that state; Millard Dee, the youngest, is at home. 

Sullivan D. Andrews came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1874, and bought 
eighty acres of land in section 25, Grant township, which had a little im- 
provement on it. Here he went to work with a will, developed the land, es- 
tablished a good home and prospered, adding to his original holdings until 
he now has an excellent farm of two hundred and eighty acres, on which he 
lived and made a success of general farming and stock raising, until the spring 
of 1908, when he moved to Hubbard, where he is now living retired. While 
on the farm he devoted special attention, for a period of fifteen years, to the 
breeding of short-horn cattle. Poland-China hogs and Percheron horses, his 
fine stock being greatly admired by all who saw them. 

Politically, Mr. Andrews is a Republican and was trustee of his township 
for over fifteen years and he held other offices of trust. He is a member of 
the Friends church. 



NEREUS SIMON MARTIN. 

In studying the life history of Nereus Simon Martin, well known and 
popular citizen of Hardin county, who is now living in retirement in his pleas- 
ant home in New Providence, after a long and eminently successful and 
useful career, we find many qualities in his makeup that always gain definite 
success in any career if properly directed, as his has evidently been done, 
which has resulted in a life of good to others as well as in a comfortable com- 
petence to himself. 

Mr. Martin was born of an excellent family of the old Tar state, his 
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birth occurring in North Carolina, January 25, 1848, and he is the son of 
Daniel H. and Belinda (Reece) Martin, the father having been born in Surry 
county, afterwards named Yadkin, North Carolina, January 1, 1821. He was 
a minister in the Friends church, and with his wife and five children, T. A., 
Nereus S., Delphina K., Zenas L., and Penelope, came to Hardin county, 
Iowa, locating in Providence township, section 17, settling on the place now 
owned by his son, Nereus S., of this review, in 1859. Here he found a wild 
country, but he braved the hardships and soon had a good farm developed 
from the raw prairie and a good home. Daniel Martin's brother, Jesse, had 
come here a year or more previous and located this place for him and built a 
log cabin. Daniel then took up the work of improvement with very gratify- 
ing results, and here he continued to reside with the exception of a few years 
spent at Albion and Hubbard, carrying on farming and his ministerial work 
at the same time, and he became well known and influential in this locality, 
being highly respected by all who knew him. His death occurred in the 
spring of 1899 and he is buried in Honey Creek cemetery. He was prominent 
in school matters, and for many years he taught school during the winter 
months in Hardin county and elsewhere. 

On December 12, 1844, Daniel H. Martin married Belinda Reece, who 
was born December 7, 1821, the daughter of Thomas Reece and wife. Mrs. 
Martin's death occurred in 1883 and she is buried in Honey Creek cemetery. 
They were the parents of the following children : Thomas Aquila, born No- 
vember 3, 1845; Nereus Simon, of this review; Parmelia Ann, born June 1, 
1850, died in North Carolina; Dalphina, born February 20, 1852, is deceased; 
Zenas Lindley, born July 27, 1855. is now in Cuba; Penelope, born January 
11, 1858, is deceased; John Franklin, born June 18, 1862, is deceased; Mel- 
vin Greenwood, born March 24, 1873, is deceased. 

Daniel H. Martin was the son of Simon and Ruth Martin, natives of 
the Carolinas, where they spent their lives on a farm. 

The early education of Nereus S. Martin was obtained in North Caro- 
lina and in the district schools of Hardin county, Iowa. In 1871 he married 
Anna Maria Wood, who was born in Dodge county, Wisconsin, June 10, 
1850, a daughter of Jonathan F. and Charlotte Wood, the former a native of 
Massachusetts and the latter of New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin located in section 21, Grant township, Hardin 
county, and improved a fine farm from the raw prairie and became well es- 
tablished through industry and good management, and they lived there until 
1 891, when they moved to the old Martin homestead in section 17, Providence 
township, where they lived until 1909, when they retired from active life, 
moving to their fine, modern and attractive residence in New Providence. 
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They are members of the Friends church, Mr. Martin being identified with 
school interests and connected with the academy at New Providence; he 
has served many terms on the school boards in Grant township. 

Nine children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Martin, namely: Etta 
Charlotte, born May 5, 1872, married Levi Doan and they reside in Cali- 
fornia; Rosa Belinda, born August 8, 1873, married Thomas A. Tansey and 
they reside in Sherman township, Hardin county ; Frederick D., born July 10, 
1876, married Mettie Newby and they live in California; Roland F., born 
December 28, 1879, married Mary Fowler and they reside on the home place 
in Providence township, Hardin county ; John N., born July 25, 1883, re- 
sides with his brother on the home farm; David Zenas, born July 21, 1887, 
died February 17, 1888; Anna D., born April 19, 1889, married Robert 
Moore and they reside in Providence township, Hardin county; Walter W., 
born September 29, 1890, is attending college; Mary Ruth, born January 1, 
1896, is living at home and attending the district school. 



AUGUST BOEKE. 

Among the substantial and progressive German element in Hardin 
county, the name of August Boeke is certainly deserving of special mention, 
in view of the fact that he has done much for the locality in general and has 
proven himself to be an honest, loyal citizen, always ready to do his full duty 
in all the relations of life. 

Mr. Boeke was born in the village of Asandorf, Lippe-Detmold, Ger- 
many. January 29, 1852. the son of Christoft and Amelia (Henke) Boeke, 
both of the same place. There they grew up, went to school and married, the 
father being a butcher and carpenter by trade, and there they spent their lives, 
the father dying in 1868, at the age of sixty-eight years, and the mother in 
1871, when sixty-five years old. They were members of the Reformed 
church. There w ere seven children in their family, namely : Herman, who 
was a farmer in Grant township, Hardin county, died in 1888; he married 
Minnie Kuhfus, who is living in Hubbard, Iowa; Henry is a retired farmer, 
living at Hubbard; Simon is a furniture dealer at Hubbard; Amelia, the old- 
est child, died in Germany ; Henrietta, who remained single, died at the age 
of twenty-one years; Fred died at the age of fourteen years; August, of this 
review. 

The subject was educated in the common schools in Germany, where he 
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grew to maturity. During the winter he worked as a butcher and as a brick 
maker during the summer. In 187 1 he and Henry Cranner came to America, 
the balance of the family coming ten years later. 

August Boeke came to Eldora, Iowa, and worked one year in Tipton 
township for Christ Mehlenbine; then he went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where he remained two years. He worked on a farm and later in a butcher 
shop in that state for a time, then returned to Hardin county, Iowa, working 
one year for G. Spencer, then moved to the place which he now occupies at 
Hubbard. He first bought eighty acres, which he improved and added to 
from time to time. He sold 'sixty acres for lots in an addition to the town of 
Hubbard, and he has forty acres in Grant township, retaining two hundred 
and fifteen acres in his home place, all of which is well improved and valuable 
land and under a high state of cultivation. He has a modern, commodious 
and beautiful home. When he took possession of this land it was all wild. 
He put up a small house which he remodeled several times, building his 
present fine home in 1906. It has ten rooms and every convenience. He built 
his barn in 1883, and set out large orchards of an excellent variety of fruit, 
in fact he made all the improvements on the place and has one of the model 
farms of the county. He raises short-horn cattle, Duroc, Jersey Red hogs 
and draft horses, and he rents a general farming and dairy business. He is 
president of the Hubbard Creamery, the large success of which has been 
largely due to his able management. He has made what he has unaided ex- 
cept by his faithful wife, and they certainly deserve a great deal of credit for 
what they have accomplished. 

Politically, Mr. Boeke is a Republican and for many years he has been 
on the town council of Hubbard. He and his wife are members of the Zion 
Evangelical church at Hubbard. 

On August 12, 1877, Mr. Boeke married Mary Granzow, a native of 
Pommern, Germany, and the daughter of Henry and Frederika (Seilof) 
Granzow, both natives of Germany. The father was a blacksmith by trade 
and he came to America in 1869, locating at Eldora, Iowa, and later came to 
Clay township, Hardin county; where he bought a farm, subsequently buying 
a farm four miles west of Eldora, his place consisting of one hundred and 
twenty acres. His death occurred in 1902, his wife having died on December 
19, 1896. They were members of the Lutheran church, and their family 
consisted of nine children, namely : Fred, a retired farmer, lives at Hubbard, 
Iowa ; Mirmie first married I. O. Narum, and her second husband was Peter 
Jones; they live in Hubbard; Alvina, widow of Henry Kuhfus, lives in Hub- 
bard; Augusta married John Topp, of Buckeye, Iowa; Mary, wife of the sub- 
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ject; Bertha married C. Seilof and they live near Buckeye, Iowa; Carl, who 
married Emma Kadolf, lives in Jackson township; John, who married Tillic 
Kadoft, is farming in Pleasant township, this county ; Amanda married Carl 
Hanke, of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Boeke, namely: Minnie, 
born September 27, 1881, married William Beckmeier, of Tipton township, 
this county, and they are the parents of five children, Irene, Ora, Nora, Alice 
and John; John, born July 31, 1890, has always lived at home; Leona, born 
September 25, 1899, is attending school at Hubbard, Iowa; Harley, born 
September 7, 1902, is also in school at Hubbard; Clarence, born November 
14, 1904, is with his parents. 



HENRY A. KUHFUS. 

No man who has lived in Hardin county in recent years has left a more 
indelible imprint of his sterling personality upon the minds of the people here 
than the late Henry A. Kuhfus, for he was a man who sought to do his full 
duty in all the relations of life, and unselfishly performed his part as a high- 
minded citizen in all the relations of life. 

Mr. Kuhfus was born November 17, 1849, m Kurberg, Lippe-Detmold, 
Germany, and he is the son of Fred Kuhfus and wife, of the same place. They 
spent their lives in Germany on a farm. They were members of the Re- 
formed church, and they were the parents of the following children: Fred is 
deceased; William was a teacher and died in Germany; Herman came to 
California in 1869 and is still living there; Wilheimena is the widow of Her- 
man Boeke, of Hubbard, Iowa; Carl is a shoemaker in Germany; Ernest is in 
a soldiers' home in Germany; Henry A., of this review. 

Henry A. Kuhfus was educated in his native land, and on December 16, 
1869, he enlisted in the German army as a recruit and shortly afterward that 
nation was embroiled in war with France, in which he took part, being one 
of the youngest in the army. He served throughout that conflict, being a 
member of the Second Battalion, Fifth Infantry, Seventh Army Corps, under 
General Zastro. He was stationed at the garrison of Pruess Menden. West- 
phalia. He was in the regiment that besieged Metz for six months. He 
took part in many battles, among which was the great battle of Gravelotte 
and the Castle of Columbia, near Metz. There were only three hundred of 
his comrades returned from these battles, of a total of one thousand who 
went out in the regiment. This regiment was only in the siege of Metz 
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forty days. During the six weeks that the barracks and fortifications were 
building, Mr. Kuhfus slept in the open air and this exposure undermined his 
health and he was confined in the hospital for seventeen weeks. Later he as- 
sisted in buying supplies for the army, he keeping the books and assisting in 
looking after the supplies. After he was discharged from the army he re- 
turned home and remained there until 1875, when he emigrated to America. 
He worked on a farm in Grundy county, Iowa, two years, attending school in 
winter. He then bought a farm in Sherman township, Hardin county. 

Mr. Kuhfus was married on Nevember 3, 1878, to Alvina Granzow, of 
Pommern, Germany, the daughter of Henry and Frederika (Silelof) Gran- 
zow, both natives of the above named place. They came to America in 1869 
and purchased a farm four miles west of Eldora and there the father lived 
until his death, October 19, 1901, his wife having died in 1890. There were 
nine children in their family, namely : Fred, a retired farmer in Hubbard, 
Iowa; Wilheimena, wife of Peter Jones, of Hubbard, Iowa; Alvina, widow 
cf the subject; Augusta, wife of John Topp, of Buckeye, Iowa; Mary, wife 
cf August Boeke, of Hubbard, Iowa; Bertha, wife of Carl Zeloff, of Ellis 
township, this county; Charlie, who married Emma Cadolff, is deceased; 
John owns the old home place, and he married Matilda Kadolff ; Annie is the 
wife of Charles Hanke, of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kuhfus, namely: Minnie 
is the wife of Fred Kuhlman, of Tipton township, this county, and they have 
two children, John and Leona; Annie is the wife of William Ziesmann, of 
Pleasant township, this county, and they have four children, Vadna, Hazel, 
Helen and Lois; William married Marie Kuhlmann, a farmer in McHenry 
county, North Dakota; Mary married William Eller, and lives in Sherman 
township, Hardin county ; Fred, who is on the old homestead, married May 
Eller, and they have one son, Carroll; Lydia is the wife of Elmer Wygle, of 
Sherman township, this county ; Elsie and Clara are at home. 

After their marriage Mr. Kuhfus and wife moved to Sherman township, 
this county, where he had purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
of wild land, he being the first to settle in this vicinity, and although he met 
with many discouragements he pushed forward and developed a fine farm and 
a good home, and here he spent the rest of his life, dying on April 2, 1896. 
His widow and family remained on the place until January, 1910, when Mrs. 
Kuhfus and her two daughters moved to Hubbard, where they have since 
resided. Mr. Kuhfus was a Republican, but not active in party affairs. He 
was a member of the Evangelical Association, to which his family also 
belong. 
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ARMSTRONG WALTON. 

The life of the late Armstrong Walton, of Hubbard, Hardin county, 
was characterized by many public-spirited and generous acts, honesty and 
steadfastness of purpose having marked his career throughout and his many 
friends feci proud of his record as an intelligent and progressive citizen, 
whose life work has been terminated by the fate that marks the so-called 
doom of all mankind. He exercised an influence for the general good of his 
community and his life may be studied with profit by the young man who 
bewails his poverty and the hardness of his lot. 

Armstrong Walton was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, April n, 
1842, the son of Ezekiel and Catherine Walton, both natives of that county. 
Thev came west to La Salle county, Illinois, in an early day and later to Har- 
din county, Iowa, and settled in Pleasant township and got wild land and 
lived there until their deaths, making a success of farming. Their family 
consisted of six children, three of whom are now living: Daniel, of Buffalo 
Center, Iowa; Martha also lives in that place; Emeline is the wife of Asbury 
Rhodes, of Providence township, this county. 

Armstrong Walton had only a limited schooling and he lived at home 
until he enlisted in defense of his country during the Rebellion, as a mem- 
ber of Company C, One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infan- 
try, at LaSalle, Illinois, in 1864, in which he served very faithfully until the 
close of the war. After his discharge he returned to that state and made 
his home there until 1866, when he came to Hardin county, Iowa, secured a 
farm of eighty acres in Pleasant township, which he improved and where he 
established a good home. He was married on October 30, 1867, to Emily J- 
Lytle, of Sandusky county, Ohio, and a daughter of John and Catherine 
(Crawford) Lytle, of that county. In 1855 this family came west and lo- 
cated in Lee county, Illlinois. where they remained a year and a half, then 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, and located three miles and a half west of 
Eldora, in Pleasant township, where they secured land and improved it, and 
on which they spent the balance of their lives. They were the parents of four- 
teen children, only two of whom are living, Harriett, wife of Thomas Wal- 
ton, of Boulder, Colorado, and the wife of the subject. 

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong Walton, named as 
follows : James, a farmer in Providence township, this county, married Mar)' 
Crosby; Alice, wife of T. Christison, of Jackson, Minnesota; Elnora is the 
wife of S. B. Hubbard, of Armstrong, Iowa; Thomas, Walter T. and Man 
Ellen are all deceased. 
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The parents of these children lived in Pleasant township several years 
and in Grant township six years, then moved to Hubbard in 1908. where Mr. 
Walton lived retired until his death. He devoted his life to fanning and was 
successful, working hard and managing well, thereby laying up a compe- 
tency for his old age and his family. He was a Republican, but never aspired 
to any office. He was a member of the Christian church of Hubbard, was 
well known and had a host of warm personal friends throughout the county. 
The death of this excellent citizen occurred on September 21, 1905. Mrs. 
Walton, a lady of fine personal characteristics, is a member of the Christian 
church, and she is living in her pleasant and well furnished home in Hubbard. 



WILLIAM C. HOELSCHER. 

Success has been worthily attained by William C. Hoelscher, one of the 
enterprising young farmers of Hardin county, for he has always put forth 
his best efforts when there was something worth while to be done and he has 
let no obstacles thwart his purpose, and thus he finds himself very comfort- 
ably situated while yet in the zenith of life. 

Mr. Hoelscher was born March 1, 1872, in Grant township, Hardin 
county, Iowa, and he has chosen to spend his life in his home community. 
He is the son of Charles and Catherine (Imhoof) Hoelscher, the father born 
in Prussia, September 6, 1839, and the mother was born in that country on 
May 7, 1841. This family came to America in i860 and settled in Monroe 
county, Wisconsin, and there the parents of the subject were married on 
November 17, 1862. They continued to live there until 1868. when they 
moved to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled in section 2, Grant township, 
being the second family to settle in that section. They built one of the best 
homes there for those times, but it was destroyed by fire in March, 1881, and 
they soon rebuilt. There they prospered by reason of good management and 
close application, adding to the eighty acres which they first bought until they 
owned at one time six hundred and thirty acres and there, in connection with 
general farming, the elder Hoelscher raised a great deal of live stock and 
was an extensive feeder, becoming one of the substantial and influential men 
of his community. He was a Republican and held many township offices, in- 
cluding that of supervisor. He belonged to the Evangelical church. learn- 
ing the blacksmith's trade in Germany he worked at the same for eight years. 
His death occurred on November 16, 1890. his widow surviving until July 
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14, 1906. They were the parents of eight children, namely: Laura A., born 
December 22, 1863, died m May, 1893; she married W. G. Horning, of Tip- 
ton township, and they became the parents of two children. Dala, born Sep- 
tember 8, 1865, is the widow of E. H. Meyer, of Marshall, Minnesota, and 
the mother of four children : Ernest A., born August 17, 1870, is a minister 
in the Methodist church and is now residing at Boulder, Colorado; William 
C, of this review ; Emma, born October 18, 1874, is the wife of C. D. Hock- 
ett, of Redwood Falls, Minnesota, and they have one child; Charles, born 
March 31, 1876, who is a farmer at Mitchell, South Dakota, married Mabel 
White; John, born December 29, 1878, married Carrie White; they are living 
on a farm near Mitchell, South Dakota, and have two children; Catherine, 
born August 17, 188 1, is the wife of Edgar White, of Redwood Falls, South 
Dakota, and they are the parents of six children. 

William C. Hoelscher was educated in the home schools and he lived at 
home until he was twenty-three years of age. He was married on December 
26, 1895, to Augusta Kuhlmann, of Hubbard, Iowa, the daughter of Wilhelm 
Kuhlmann and wife, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 

The subject has engaged in various lines of business, all with more or 
less success, but merchandising and farming have been his chief occupations. 
He is the owner of one hundred and fifty acres of the old home place and 
also has land in South Dakota. He has taken a great deal of interest in 
politics and has held several public offices. He and his wife belong to the 
Evangelical Association of Hubbard, Iowa. They located in Hubbard several 
years ago, where they have a beautiful modern home, well supplied with a 
choice selection of literature, and no family in this part of the county are 
more popular than they. 



SYLVESTER D. MOON. 

A progressive, public-spirited and highly esteemed pioneer citizen of 
southern Hardin county who is eminently deserving of conspicuous mention 
in a historical work of the nature of the one at hand is Sylvester D. Moon, a 
worthy veteran of the great war between the states, who after a long and 
useful career finds himself in possession of valuable property and a com- 
petency, all of his own making. 

Mr. Moon is a Hoosier by birth, having been born in Morgan county. 
Indiana, September 12, 1844, and he was the son of Eli (generally known as 
Stanfield) and Judith (ShofFner) Moon, who spent their lives on a farm in 
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Morgan county, Indiana, the father having been born in North Carolina April 
20, 1822, and dying on October 21, 1895; the mother was born in North 
Carolina, March 6, 1822, and her death occurred on December 9, 1899. They 
were the parents of the following children: Milo H., born March 30, 1840, 
married Martha McKnabb and they live in Wichita, Kansas; Sylvester, of 
this review; Sylvanius, born September 14, 1846, married Kaziah Greeson, 
and they make their home in Indianapolis, Indiana ; Elmina, born April 14, 
1849, married D. F. Trogdon, and they live in Mooresville, Indiana; Eliza, 
born September 27, 185 1, married Charles Hadley, who lives in Monroe 
county, Indiana, she being deceased; Almira, born November 24, 1853, mar- 
ried H. F. Johnson, and they live in the state of Washington; Ida, born July 
16, 1856, married Abel Thompson, and they live in Mooresville, Indiana; 
Sylvania, born November 15, 1858, married F. Williams, who lives in Hamil- 
ton county, Iowa, she being deceased; Margaret, born November 28, i860, 
is deceased; Sylvia, born December 11, 1863, is deceased; she married Mahlon 
De Wees, and he is living in Morgan county, Indiana, having married a sec- 
ond time. 

Eli Moon, father of the subject, spent his early life in North Carolina, 
came to Ohio, then moved to Indiana. He was the son of Simon and Lydia 
(Harvey) Moon, the former a physician and the latter of English parentage. 
Their children were, Lorenzo, Milo, Eli (father of the subject of this sketch), 
Riley, Nancy and Elmina. 

Sylvester D. Moon, of this review, grew to maturity in Morgan county, 
Indiana, and received his education in the schools of his native community. 
He was one of the brave lads of the North who offered his services in de- 
fense of the flag, having enlisted in 1862, with his brother Milo, in Company 
D, Seventieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, under Benjamin Harrison, later 
brigadier-general and afterwards President of the United States. After serv- 
ing faithfully for six months, he was honorably discharged for disability. 
His brother served through the war, having been with Sherman on his march 
to the sea and was in the Grand Review in Washington, D. C. 

After the war Sylvester D. Moon was married to Sarah Greson, who 
was born September 19, 1844, and whose death occurred on January 22, 
1874. They were the parents of the following children: William, born De- 
cember 23, 1864, married Mary Pike, a native of North Carolina, from which 
state she came to Indiana; they now live near New Providence, Hardin 
county, Iowa; Cora, born July 31, 1869, married Carl Allison, a farmer in 
Morgan county, Indiana. 

(39) 
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On November 24, 1875, Mr. Moon was married to Mary Latta, daugh- 
ter of James C. and Sarah P. (Thompson) Latta, who came from North 
Carolina to Indiana. She was born January II, 1852, and died February 28, 
1905. James Latta was born July 23, 1819, and his death occurred about 
1904. His wife was born June 11, 1820, and died November 25, 1865; they 
were the parents of the following children: Martha E., born April 9, 1848; 
a son born in 1850, died in infancy; Sarah Jane, born June 1, 1855; John T., 
born September 1, 1857; William O., born September 11, 1859. James Latta 
was twice married, his last wife being Mary N. Dillion, and the following 
children were born to this union: Arthur E., born April 22, 1872; Elsie, 
born October 20, 1870. 

The brothers and sisters of James Latta were, Elizabeth, bom February 
7. 1818; Thomas A., born July 2, 1821 ; John D., born February 6, 1822; 
Martha E., born March 18, 1825 ; Sarah C, born October 16, 1826; Mary A., 
born January 7, 1829; Joseph L., born October 18, 1830; Nancy J., born 
November 7, 1832; Irena, born June 29, 1835; William G., bom July 8, 
1837; Alexander B., born August 4, 1839, and Oliver C, bom August 10. 

1843. 

The brothers and sisters of Sarah Thompson were: John H., born Sep 
tember 16, 18 16; Margaret, born June II, 181 8; Lydia E., bom June 15. 
1822: Harriet, born February 21, 1823; William, born November 17, 1825; 
Enoch, born August 15, 1828; Martha J., born March 27, 1830; Mary E., 
born July 27, 1832. 

After his second marriage, which occurred in Morgan county, Indiana, 
Mr. Moon, of this review, came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1882. By hard 
work and good management he became well-to-do, owning several farms, and 
in 1896 he confined his attention to his excellent place in section 3, Providence 
township, where he continued to reside, successfully engaged in general farm- 
ing and stock raising, until the death of his wife, when he moved to his mod- 
ern and attractive home in New Providence, the corporate limits of which 
covers a part of his valuable farm. 

Mr. Moon is a Republican in politics, but he has never aspired to office, 
though he has held the office of township trustees for eleven years in a most 
able and satisfactory manner. Fraternally, he belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias and he is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, local post. 
He has taken considerable interest in local affairs and stands high in the 
esteem of the people throughout the county. 

The following children were born to Mr. Moon by his second marriage: 
Otto, born April 8, 1877, died in Wellington, Kansas, March 24, i9°3 : 
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Ernest, born June 17, 1879, married May Albery, and they live in Providence 
township; Carrie, born December 27, 1881, married Bies Waldo, and they 
live in Providence township; Everett, born April 8, 1885, married Blanche 
Long; Grace, born March l, 1887, is living at home; Thomas, born August 
19, 1890, died June 17, 1898; Laura, born February 17, 1894, and Howard, 
born February 5, 1896, are both at home. 



WAREHAM JONES. 

Among the residents of Hardin county who are especially worthy of 
notice as having been active in the improvement and prosperity of this local- 
ity and have built up reputations which shall endure for decades to come, none 
have exerted a more beneficial influence on those about him than the gentle- 
man whose history we here present. 

Wareham (better known as "Wy") Jones was born March 11, 1832, in 
Geauga county, Ohio, the son of James and Lucy (French) Jones, both also 
natives of the above named county, the father of Scotch-English descent and 
the son of James Jones, a native of England, who married Lettie Cure, of 
Scotland. James Jones, the grandfather, came to America when a young 
man and settled in Geauga county, Ohio, and married there, later moving to 
Lee county, Illinois, where his death occurred, after a life of hard work on 
the farm. There were eight children in his family : James. Wheaton, Emu- 
lous, Julius, Elias, Hannah, Polly, Eliza. William French, the subject's ma- 
ternal grandfather, was a native of Ohio. He married Lois Fuller, of that 
state, and they spent their lives on a farm there. To them ten children were 
born, Calvin, Luther. Moses, James, William, Martin, Eliza, Susan, Susie and 
Olive. The subject's father had but little chance to attend school ; he stayed at 
home and cut cord-wood and helped clear and develop the land. He was a man 
whom everybody trusted and honored. Politically, he was a Republican, but 
held no office. He and his wife were members of the Mormon church. They 
went to Lee county, Illinois, in 1851 and there the wife died, and in 1864 
he moved to Butler county, Iowa, moving to Hardin county the following 
year, buying a farm in Tipton township, on which he lived until his death, on 
April 6, 1876. His wife having died on July 13, 1850, he married again, his 
second wife being Lucinda Seymour, a widow, of Illinois, who died in Cali- 
fornia. His third wife was Hannah Boylen, and she died in Hardin county, 
Iowa. The following children were born to his first union : Calvin is living 
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in Eldora, Iowa ; Wareham, of this review ; Harriett is deceased ; Hiram is 
deceased; Olive lives in Lee county, Illinois, and Emily also lives there; 
Julia married Ed. Weatherspoon, of Hubbard, Iowa; Uranie married C R 
Hough, of Hubbard, Iowa; Susie married Sylvester Jones and she is now 
deceased. There were no children by the second marriage, and only one by 
the third, Efiie, who for many years was a successful school teacher, lives in 
Hubbard, this county. 

James Jones, the father, was one of the noted band of "forty-niners" 
who went to the gold fields of California, across the great plains, being ab- 
sent five years, during which time he was not heard from. 

Wareham Jones received a limited education in the old-fashioned log 
school houses of his day, furnished with puncheons for seats, etc. He was 
compelled to work hard on the farm during the crop seasons, helping to 
keep the family together while the father was in the West, they believing 
that he was dead until he was seen walking in home after his long absence. 

On November 20, 1854, the subject was married to Zady Hinkston. of 
Geauga county, Ohio, who was born November 7, 1836, and was the daugh- 
ter of Philo and Emily (McPeace) Hinkston, the father a native of Ohio 
and the mother of Pennsylvania. They spent their lives on a farm, moving 
from Ohio to Lee county, Illinois, and in 1848 they moved to Allegan county. 
Michigan, and there the father's death occurred, his wife dying in Winona. 
Minnesota. She was a member of the Christian church. There were seven 
children in this family: Harrison is deceased; Henderson lives in Ohio; 
Henry is deceased; Zady, wife of the subject; Laura Ann lives at Battle 
Lake, Minnesota; Olive lives in Oregon; Rosella lives at Battle Lake, Min- 
nesota. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Jones: Willis, who 
is farming at Lake Park. Iowa, married Julia Edwards, and they have five 
children ; Ed. lives in Wright county, Iowa, married Annie Crosser and they 
have three children : Lewis, who is farming at Stillwater, Oklahoma, mar- 
ried Mary Hines; Carrie married Ed. Graham, of Lake Park, Iowa, and they 
have four children; Emily is the wife of Fred Bowman, of Tipton township, 
this county, and they have two children ; Ella is the wife of John Hines, of 
Hubbard, Iowa, and they have one child; Minnie is the wife of Ernest Shar- 
er, of Tipton township, this county. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Jones lived in Lee county, Illinois, 
several years, then lived in Macon county, Missouri, four years, after which 
they returned to Lee county, Illinois, making the trip with an ox team and old- 
time wagon. In 1865 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled on one 
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hundred and twenty acres of land in Jackson township. It was all wild and 
unimproved, but they set to work assiduously and soon had a good home and 
a valuable farm, which they later sold and went to Wright county, Iowa, 
where they bought three hundred and twenty acres. After remaining there 
a year they returned to Hardin county and bought one hundred acres, and 
after living on that place three years sold it and went to Dickinson county, 
Iowa, and got one hundred and sixty acres of land there. In 1904 they re- 
turned to Hardin county, and bought a home and two acres of land in the 
town of Hubbard, where they have since lived retired, enjoying the fruits of 
their former years of hard endeavor. 

Mr. Jones is a Republican, but he has never sought to be a politician 
or an office holder. He and his wife are members of the Friends church. 



WILHELM KUHLMANN. 

The gentleman whose name heads this paragraph is widely known in 
Hardin county and is one of the honored citizens of the town of Hubbard, 
where he is living in honorable retirement after a strenuous life of activity in 
connection with agricultural pursuits. His well directed efforts in the prac- 
tical affairs of life, his capable management of his business interests and his 
sound judgment have brought to him prosperity, and his life demonstrates 
what may be accomplished by any man of energy and ambition who is not 
afraid to work and has the perseverance to continue his labors in the face of 
any disaster or discouragement that may arise. In all the relations of life 
Mr. Kuhlman has commanded the confidence and respect of those with whom 
he has been brought into contact and a biographical history of this locality 
would not be complete without a record of his career. 

Wilhelm Kuhlmann, like many of the leading citizens of Hardin county, 
was born in Germany, having first opened his eyes to the light of day in 
Snaubeck, on February 5, 1843. He is the son of Fred and Mollie (Noltons- 
meier) Kuhlmann, natives of Lour, Germany, where they always lived on a 
farm. They were members of the Evangelical church and there were eight 
children in their family, namely : Fred, who lives on the old home place in 
Germany; Wilhelm, of this review; Mollie and August both live in Ger- 
many; Carl is farming in the vicinity of Hubbard, Iowa; Henry is farming 
in Grant township, this county; Amelia is deceased; Augusta lives in Ger- 
many. 
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Wilhelm Kuhlmann was educated both in German and in English. He 
remained at home until 1868, when he came to America, first locating in Cook 
county, Illinois, thirty-two miles from Chicago, at Barringston, living on a 
farm there until 1868, when he came to Hardin county, Iowa, having had an 
uncle in Tipton township. In the spring of 1870 he bought eighty-seven 
acres of land in Tipton township. It had been partly improved, including a 
small house. He set to work with a will and in due course of time had im- 
proved the place, established a comfortable home, and as he prospered added 
to his original purchase until he is now the owner of three hundred acres of 
as valuable and productive land as the county can boast. He carried on gen- 
eral farming and stock raising in a most successful manner, lived well and 
laid by an ample competency for his family and his old age, bringing his place 
up to a high state of cultivation and improvement, and there he remained 
until the spring of 1900, when he retired from active work and moved to 
Hubbard, where he has a beautiful, modern and elegantly furnished home. 
He is deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, hav- 
ing started out with nothing, not so very many years ago and having accepted 
assistance from no one but his faithful wife, who was known in her maiden- 
hood as Christina Weichmann, and whom he married in Cook county, Illi- 
nois, on October 28, 1869. She was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, the 
daughter of Henry and Maria (Wenicka) Weichmann, both natives of that 
place. This family emigrated to America in 1870 and settled in Boscobell. 
Wisconsin, where they procured land, but later they came to Tipton township. 
Hardin county, Iowa, and the father's death occurred in 1894, his widow sur- 
viving until 1900. They were members of the Evangelical church, and eight 
children were born to them, namely : Henry is farming in Grant township, 
this county; Christina, wife of Mr. Kuhlmann, of this review; Louisa is 
the wife of Christ Draw, of Hubbard, Iowa; Mary married Fred Bickman 
and both are now deceased: Lottie is the wife of Herman Bornemeier. of 
Grant township, this county; Minnie is deceased; Fred lives at Lake Park. 
Iowa; Annie is the wife of Henry Kuhlman and they live in Hardin county 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wilhelm Kuhlmann. 
namely: Mollie is the wife of Ernest Schlue, of Benton county, Iowa; 
Christina is the wife of August Hoelscher, of Hubbard, Iowa; Augusta is the 
wife of William Hoelscher, of Hubbard, Iowa; Fred, who married Minnie 
Kuhfus, is farming in Tipton township, this county; Minnie is living at 
home. 

Mr. Kuhlmann is a Republican and he has held a number ot township 
offices, always to his credit and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned- 
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He is a worthy member of the Evangelical Association of Hubbard and he 
assisted in building the first church here, and he has always been a liberal 
contributor to the same. This is one of the prominent families of Hardin 
county and merits the high respect in which it is held. 



MELVILLE WATTS. 

In the respect that is accorded to men who have fought their own way 
to success through unfavorable environment we find an unconscious recogni- 
tion of the intrinsic worth of a character which not only can endure so rough 
a test, but gain new strength through the discipline. Melville Watts, of El- 
dora, who has engaged longer in blacksmithing than any other man in Hardin 
county and who is one of the best known and most skillful workmen of his 
line in this locality, was not favored by inherited wealth or the assistance of 
influential friends, but in spite of this, by perseverance, industry and a wise 
economy, he has attained a comfortable station in life. Mr. Watts hails from 
the old Pine Tree state, but his active years have been spent in this county, 
the wonderful growth of which he has witnessed and taken part in. He was 
born in Ellsworth, Maine, March 17, 1847, and he is the son of Francis M. 
and Susan B. (Moore) Watts, each representing an old and sterling New 
England family. 

Mr. Watts lived at Ellsworth until he was twenty-one years of age. He 
learned the trade of blacksmith under his father, who maintained a shop 
at Ellsworth. That was in the days when blacksmiths made their own nails 
and bolts and their horse shoes of old tires or by placing two old shoes together, 
etc. After learning to do work that would stand the test, young Watts went 
to Portland, Maine, and secured employment in the Portland Manufacturing 
Company's plant, an extensive machine shop which has done contracting on a 
large scale for the past half century or more, doing a great deal of work on 
the Panama railroad after the Civil war. After working for that concern a 
year, he came to Eldora, Iowa, in 1869. and here went to work for the Iowa 
River Railroad & Coal Mining Company as a blacksmith, he and a Mr. Bach- 
man having been the first blacksmiths in their new shops then at Eldora. He 
worked for them until 1872, when he and Allen Meader and James Bachman 
formed a partnership and built the blacksmith shop on North Marion street. 
Eldora. where Mr. Watts is still located. A year later Mr. Bachman sold his 
interest to the other two, and the business was continued by Messrs. Meader 
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and Watts until 1884, when Mr. Watts sold his interest to Mr. Meader; then 
Mr. Meader went into the sheriff's office and Mr. Watts ran the shop for him 
eight years, then bought him out, and since then he has continued the busi- 
ness alone. In the early days they also made wagons and buggies and em- 
ployed quite a crew of men and turned out vehicles of such a superior quality 
that they were eagerly sought after. Finally they were compelled to give way 
to the big wagon factories over the country, and since then Mr. Watts has con- 
ducted a repair shop chiefly. He has always had all the work he could well 
look after, being an unusually good workman and honest in all his dealings 
with his fellow men. He has been a Republican all his life, but never a politi- 
cian. He has voted for every Republican President elected since he became of 
age. He is a quiet, plain and kind-hearted gentleman, respected by all who 
know him, and that includes most everyone within a radius of many miles of 
Eldora. 



JOSEPH J. WOOD. 

Among the farmers and stock raisers of Providence township, Hardin 
county, is Joseph J. Wood, who owns land in sections 2 and 3, where he has 
resided many years, and who by his long residence in the county is well ac- 
quainted with the history of his neighborhood, in which he is reckoned among 
the substantial and solid citizens. He was born on December 12, i8'38, in 
Washington county, New York, the son of Jonathan F. Wood. His father, 
soon after Joseph's birth, moved to Wisconsin, and there Joseph grew up and 
lived until he was nineteen, when he came to Grundy county, Iowa. 

On February' 28. 1867, Joseph J. Wood was married to Teresa P. Gidley, 
who was born in Morgan county, Ohio, on August 6, 1845, the daughter of 
Daniel A. and Deborah (Hickok) Gidley. Daniel Gidley was a son of Will- 
iam and Hannah Gidley and was born in New York. His boyhood was spent 
in Ohio, and there he learned the trades of carriage and wagonmaker and 
millwright. While in Ohio he ran a saw and grist mill, and also a grocery 
store, to accommodate his neighbors, as they were some distance from a large 
market town. At an early day he came to Lynn county, Iowa, and settled, 
living in a small one-room log cabin with a fireplace. Here he joined the 
Friends church. The first winter they spent in their cabin and Mr. Gidley 
made their only bedstead from cottonwood timber. On the overland trip from 
Ohio they had brought with them only a box chest and a bureau. (Mrs. Wood 
has now this bureau in her possession.) Shortly after Mr. Gidley bought an 
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old house and one hundred and sixty acres of new land, which he fenced with 
a stake and rider fence. The first crops he planted were chopped into the 
ground with an axe. In 1850 the family moved to Marshall county, and 
located at Bangor, where Mr. Gidley set up a grocery store on a small scale, 
the nearest trading place being Iowa Falls. Here he remained during the 
remainder of his life, and prospered. He was much interested in education. 
His death occurred on May 5, 1875. His wife died December 4, 1906. Deb- 
orah (Hickok) Gidley was the daughter of Harvey and (Mackin- 

worth) Hickok. The children of Daniel and Deborah Gidley were: Teresa, 
Victoria, Hennington, Ellen, Brinton, Rosabell and Orabell, twins, Mary 
and Moses. To Mr. and Mrs. Wood the following children have been born: 
Oliver, born in 1870, married Margaret Peckam; Clara, born in 1873, died in 
1897; Roy, born in 1880, married Edna Buncker; Herbert, born in 1885, 
married Lucille Kersey. 

Joseph J. Wood first located in Hardin county on the farm where he 
now lives, and planted the first trees now standing about his house from 
seed picked up on Honey creek. He has improved the farm greatly, and has 
recently built a large and comfortable modern home. His farming has been 
general in character, and while not making a specialty of stock raising, that 
which he does raise is of the best, without a superior in the county. He at- 
tends mainly to his farming and gives little attention to politics. In religion 
he was born a member of the Friends church. Mr. Wood is an active mem- 
ber of the Mutual Insurance Company of Providence, and has been for some 
time its efficient secretary. He is a man well known in the region of Provi- 
dence, and favorably thought of as a man of strong character and a capable 
and successful farmer. 



WILLIAM EDWARD BRIGHTWELL. 

One of the owners of extensive fanning interests in Hardin county and 
one of the progressive and public-spirited citizens of Ellis township is Will- 
iam Edward Brightwell, proprietor of "Cottage Ridge Farm." His valua- 
ble property has been acquired through his own efforts, his persistency of 
purpose and his determination, and the prosperity which is the legitimate re- 
ward of all earnest effort is today his. 

Mr. Brightwell was born in Tipton township, this county, on November 
30, 1870. He is the son of William and Maria (Sheldon) Brightwell, both 
natives of Ohio, the father of Coshocton county. They grew to maturity, 
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were educated and married in their native state. The father first came to 
Iowa in 1866, locating in Tipton township, Hardin count}, on one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, which was then a wild prairie, but he set to work with 
a will and soon developed it into a good farm. Here his wife died in 1869, 
and the following year, 1870, he returned to Ohio, where he remained five 
years, and again came to Iowa, settling in Tipton township, Hardin count)-, 
where he lived several years, then went to Guthrie county, Iowa, for awhile 
and then to West Liberty, Iowa, where he died in the spring of 1909. He 
was in the elevator and grain business at Stewart, Iowa, about eleven years, 
and later returned and lived at West Liberty, this state. He was successful 
in business, became well known and was highly respected wherever he lived. 
He took an interest in public affairs and held several township offices. He was 
a Democrat and a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. William Brightwell, namely: 
Irvin is farming in Pleasant township, this county ; Albert is farming in Etna 
township, this county; Lizzie is the wife of Elmer Ostheimer, of Eldora; 
William Edward, of this review. 

The subject grew to maturity on the home farm and assisted with the 
general work about the place, attending the public schools in the winter time. 
He started out in life for himself when only fifteen years of age, and worked 
five years for G. B. Smith, east of Eldora, working out altogether fourteen 
years. He was economical, saved his money and thereby got a start. On 
January 29, 1896, in Tipton township, this county, he was united in marriage 
to Mary J. Mossman, of Hubbard, Iowa, the daughter of A. J. and Sarah 
(Reep) Mossman, natives of Illinois and Pennsylvania, respectively, and she 
was born in Hardin county. They came to Tipton township, Hardin county. 
Iowa, in an early day and became owners of a good farm. Their family con- 
sisted of six children, namely: Mary J., Edith, Samuel, Elsie, Lovesta and 
Thomas. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Brightwell, name- 
ly : Mabel, Hazel (died in infancy), Floy, Alma, Evelyn, Marie and Mar- 
jorie. 

After marriage Mr. Brightwell and wife located in Buckeye township, this 
county, where they remained two years, also lived in Sherman township two 
years. In the spring of 1900 they came to Ellis township and bought one 
hundred and twenty acres of good land, eighty of which was known as the 
Riley place, the other forty being known as the Thomas place. In the winter 
of 1 910 Mr. Brightwell bought forty acres more, so he now has one hundred 
and sixty acres of valuable, well improved and very productive land, all in a 
good state of cultivation. He has made many valuable and extensive inv 
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provements on the place, including a large and substantial barn, built in 1909. 
He carries on general farming successfully, also stock raising, making a spe- 
cialty of Hereford cattle, Duroc- Jersey Red hogs and draft horses. Owing to 
the high grade stock he handles, they always find a very ready market and 
are admired by all who see them. 

Mr. Brightwell has been school director for eight years, and he has 
done some road work and takes a great deal of interest in politics, being a 
stanch Republican. He and his wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal church 
at Hubbard, Iowa. They started out in life practically empty handed, but 
they have both worked hard, managed well and dealt honestly and today are 
very comfortably situated, well known and have a host of friends. 



WALTER HARNED. 

There are no citizens of Hardin county who are more highly respected 
and whose genuine worth is more widely recognized than that of Walter 
Harned, who after a strenuous and useful life is now living in honorable re- 
tirement in a beautiful home in Eldora. His worthy career has been such 
that the younger generation in the locality of which this history treats can 
emulate it with profit to themselves and their fellow men, owing to the fact 
that his life has been singularly free from all that would deteriorate from the 
highest standards of living. He has shown not only what the life of a good 
citizen should be socially and in the sphere of material business, but also what 
the duty of a loyal and patriotic supporter of the national Union should do 
when the integrity of the country of his birth is in peril. 

Mr. Harned is one of the sterling Buckeyes who have been of such great 
service in the upbuilding of the Hawkeye state, his birth having occurred in 
Montville, Geauga county, Ohio, April 10, 1842, the son of Hosea and Fanny 
(Hoeg) Harned. The Harned family is descended from one of two broth- 
ers who emigrated to America from Ireland about two hundred and fifty 
years ago, one of whom settled on Long Island, and all the Harneds in the 
United States are descended from him. As far back as the genealogy can be 
traced these people were Quakers; Jacob Harned, grandfather of the subject, 
was* one of the leading Friends of his community. The subject's mother's 
mother was a Miller, her family having come from Dummerston, Windham 
county, Vermont. 

When Walter Harned was nine years old his father moved to Dekalb 
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county, Illinois, and there the boy grew to man's estate on a farm and there 
he attended the public schools, being just ready to enter college when the war 
broke out. He enlisted in Company C, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry, August 9, 1862, and he saw hard service in the Army of the 
Cumberland, in Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia. He was in the battles of 
Perry ville, Stone River, Lookout Mountain, Chickamauga, Resaca, New Hope 
Church, Dallas, Peach Tree Creek, Averysboro and Bentonville, the last 
named in North Carolina. During the Atlanta campaign he was in action 
every day for one hundred days. He was on the march with Sherman through 
Georgia to the sea and up through the Carolinas to Richmond, thence to 
Washington City, where he took part in the Grand Review. He was mus- 
tered out as sergeant in June, 1865, after a most faithful and gallant service. 
He then returned to the farm in Illinois, but not long afterwards he went to 
Grundy county, Iowa, and took up farming on wild prairie land, being among 
the pioneers there and his neighbors were few and widely scattered. He paid 
four dollars and sixty-five cents per acre for his land, which is now, including 
improvements, worth over one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. He set to 
work with a will, managed well and improved his three hundred and fifty- 
acre farm, becoming well established, and there he remained until 1884, when 
he sold out and moved to Steamboat Rock, where he dealt in land, also en- 
gaged in farming and stock raising and during the twenty years of his resi- 
dence there he became well-to-do and was one of the leading business men 
of the place. About 1904 he moved to Eldora, where he has since resided, 
owning a modern, commodious and pleasant home here, besides fifteen hun- 
dred acres of valuable land in Hardin county, which he keeps well improved 
and well tilled and which yields him a handsome income from year to year. 
He is deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, having 
by his own efforts overcome the many obstacles in his pathway and refused to 
be downed by untoward circumstances. When he came to this state he had 
but four hundred dollars. He bought a quarter section of land at a time as 
he could pay for them, and, like every body else here, had a hard time during 
the panic and money stringency during the seventies. He was enabled to 
weather the gale, however, through his general farming and dealing in live 
stock, and he continued buying land, paying for the same piece at a time, and 
so, by hard work, good management and honest dealing, he eventually pros- 
pered. 

Mr. Harned never sought public office, but a few minor ones were thrust 
upon him which he filled, but never had a desire to be a public man. 

On December 13, 1874, Mr. Harned was united in marriage with Sarah 
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Moore, daughter of Dexter and Abigail (Knowlton) Moore. She was born 
in Windham county, Vermont, May 27, 1846, and there she lived until she 
grew to womanhood and received her education. In 1865 she came to Steam- 
boat Rock, Iowa, where she lived until her marriage. Her mother's father, 
Timothy Knowlton, of Massachusetts, was in the Revolutionary war. Her 
mother's people were descendants of an English earl and they have a right to 
use their family crest, Mrs. Harned, who is a member of the Congregational 
church at Eldora, is a lady of many praiseworthy characteristics and, like Mr. 
Harned, has a host of friends wherever she is known. 



WILLIAM H. MONTZ. 

The career of the Montz family is another of the oft-recurring exam- 
ples of the fitness of the German blood to adapt itself to the environments of 
this country, for they have passed through many generations of honest and 
noble men and women, who have taken a full and active part in the duties of 
life, and none have dimmed the luster of the family name. 

William H. Montz was born on the old homestead in Union township, 
Hardin county, Iowa, on May 13, 1864, the son of William Montz, who was 
born in Maryland, February 24, 1813, and died on July 10, 1905. He grew 
up and married, on October 18, 1823, Susana Miller Dufall, the widow of 
Henry Dufall. In 1826 he accompanied his parents to Ohio, and at the age 
of thirty-five went to Keokuk, Iowa, and there ran a sawmill and store, later 
peddled wagons through the country. About 1852 he bought government 
land in section 1, Union township, and located on it in 1862, living in a 
wagon until he could put up a log cabin. He improved this farm of two 
hundred and forty acres, and lived on it until his death. He was an excep- 
tionally successful farmer, raised Chester White hogs and good grade cattle, 
and prospered. In politics a Republican, he held township offices. He was a 
member of the United Brethren church, and was well known and respected. 
His wife died on May 7, 1902. By her first marriage she had five children: 
Jacob, of Whitten; Lizzie, of Waverly, Iowa; Margaret, of Grundy county, 
Iowa; Lewis, deceased; and Sarah, of South Dakota. To Mr. Montz she 
bore the following children: Amanda, deceased; Mary, the wife of Elijah 
Welton, of Union township; Susana, who married Robert Collins, of Union 
township; Martha, deceased, who married Talbert Myers; William H. ; So- 
phia, the wife of A. F. Dawson, of Watkins, Iowa. 
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William H. Montz was educated in the country schools and has spent his 
entire life on the farm of his birth. On February 26, 1890, he was married 
to Rhoda Cordele, of Union township. To this union the following children 
have been born : Henry Earl, Stella A., William Floyd, Winifred Elizabeth, 
Eugene Lloyd and James Ray, an interesting family of young people. Since 
1890 Mr. Montz has had charge of the old home farm, and now owns one 
hundred and sixty acres of it, one hundred of which is in a high state of culti- 
vation. He raises Jersey Red hogs, short-horn cattle and Norman horses, and 
is an up-to-date and progressive farmer. Mr. Montz has held some of the 
township offices. He is a membeTr of the Church of Christ and of the fraternal 
order of Modern Woodmen of America. Mr. Montz stands well in the opin- 
ion of his neighbors, who are by their close association best fitted to judge a 
man, and is regarded as one of the sterling citizens of the community. 



ALLEN MEADER. 

From a sterling family of the old Pine Tree state comes Allen Meader, 
a well known citizen of Eldora, Hardin county. He was born at Ellsworth, 
Maine, October 18, 1840, the son of Allen and Sarah (Copp) Meader, the 
father of Welsh descent and it is believed that the mother was of French ex- 
traction. The subject's early boyhood was spent on the farm, but later he 
moved to Ellsworth. From the age of fourteen until he was twenty-one he 
worked in the pine woods and in the lumber business. In 1861 he began 
learning the blacksmith's trade at Ellsworth, but the Civil war interrupted his 
plans and he went out to defend his country, enlisting in 1862 in Company C 
Twenty-sixth Maine Volunteer Infantry, and was in the Eastern army under 
General Fessenden. He was a musician in the brigade band. After he was 
mustered out he returned to Ellsworth and followed his trade until 1865. In 
February of that year he and his brother, Daniel, came to Eldora, Iowa, where 
their uncle, T. G. Copp, resided. The subject worked at his trade at Steam- 
boat Rock for a few months, then opened a blacksmith shop at Eldora, where 
he has resided ever since. He is regarded as a very skilled workman and has 
always enjoyed a liberal patronage. 

In 1872 Mr. Meader and his brother-in-law, Melville Watts, built a 
large shop, a square north of the court house, where they manufactured cut- 
ters, sleds and other vehicles, and they continued to run this shop until 1885. 
in which year Mr. Meader was elected sheriff of Hardin county on the Re- 
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publican ticket, which office he held until 1892, giving the utmost satisfaction 
to all, irrespective of party alignment and proving himself to be a very profi- 
cient public official. In 1892 he bought an interest in a hardware store with 
a Mr. Whitney and continued to manage this with his usual success until 
about 1896, when Mr. Whitney was succeeded by Mr. Crockett, who in turn 
was succeeded by Mr. Gillman, who continued in partnership with Mr. Meader 
until in September, 1899, when they sold out to the Larsen Hardware Com- 
pany, failing health having obliged Mr. Meader to relinquish much of the re- 
sponsibilities of the business. 

On August 1, 1865, Mr. Meader was married to Calista W. Watts, of 
Ellsworth, Maine, the daughter of Francis and Susan (Moore) Watts, and 
to this union four children were born, two of whom are living, namely : Fred 
Lewis lived to be nearly twenty-one years of age, dying in 1893 ; Charles died 
in infancy; Sadie S. and Harriet M. The former married P. M. Sheffield and 
lives at Cedar Falls, Iowa. The last named is still a member of the home 
circle. 

Mr. Meader is a member of the Eldora school board, in which he has 
served at various times for about fourteen years. Fraternally, he is a Mason 
and has attained the thirty-second degree, is a member of the Scottish Rite, 
Clinton (Iowa) Consistory; he is also a member of the Knights Templar at 
Iowa Falls. He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic Personally, he 
is a pleasant man to meet, affable, obliging, plain and unassuming, and is re- 
garded as scrupulously honest. 



GEORGE FRANCIS SMITH. 

Although yet a young man, George Francis Smith, well known druggist 
of Eldora, Hardin county, is regarded as one of the strong individuals who 
has contributed his full quota to the material welfare of the city in which he 
resides, being an up-to-date business man, public-spirited as a citizen, and 
progressive in all the term implies. He is the scion of one of the old and in- 
fluential pioneer families of this locality and he has kept untarnished the good 
name which his ancestors ever bore unsullied. He has preferred to remain in 
his native city, having the foresight to ascertain that it had a most promising 
future. 

Mr. Smith was born in Eldora on September 11, 1878, the son of An- 
drew E. and Lucinda (Devendorf) Smith, a complete sketch of whom is to 
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be found on another page of this work. George F. Smith grew to maturity in 
Eldora and received his primary education in the home schools. Deciding 
upon the life of a druggist, he took a course in pharmacy at Highland Park 
College, Des Moines, and became a registered pharmacist. He then began 
working at Stewart City, Iowa, in a drug store that was owned by his moth- 
er's brother. About 1899 he returned to Eldora and took charge of the store 
owned by the Winchester Drug Company, the active head of the firm having 
gone to California. About three years later he went into business for himself 
in partnership with J. D. Reed and they soon had an excellent trade. In Jan- 
uary, 1910, he and Mr. Reed dissolved partnership and now each manages a 
store of his own. The subject has a very neat, attractive and carefully stocked 
store, which draws its hundreds of customers from all over this locality, for 
they know that here they will receive courteous and honest treatment. Mr. 
Smith stands second to none in his knowledge of pharmacy, having kept well 
abreast of times in everything pertaining to this line, and he has been very 
successful in his chosen vocation. He is a stockholder in the United Drug 
Company, of Boston, and is their sole representative at Eldora, handling the 
famous Rexall remedies. 

Fraternally, Mr. Smith is a Mason and he stands high in this time-hon- 
ored order. He and his wife are both members of the Congregational church. 

Mr. Smith married Mayme C. Fuller, of Hillsdale, Michigan, in May, 
1902. She is the daughter of Andrew M. and Charlotte (Kempton) Fuller, 
a highly respected family of that place. Mrs. Smith has been given the ad- 
vantages of a good education and she has a host of friends wherever she is 
known. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith one child, a son, was born, George Kempton 
Smith, now six years old. 



THADDEUS M. CLAMPETT. 

He to whom this sketch is dedicated is one of the honored and successful 
pioneer citizens of Hardin county, and he has personally lived up to the full 
tension of the primitive days when here was initiated the march of civiliza- 
tion, so that there is particular interest attached to his career, for his life has 
been one of close and persistent application which has resulted in the acquisi- 
tion of a competency and now that the twilight of his years has come he 
is very comfortably fixed and he can look back over a career well spent and 
which ha9 resulted in harm to no one, and he can look forward with no fear. 

Thaddeus M. Clampett, one of the leading farmers of Providence town- 
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ship, was born in Monroe county, Indiana, February 19, 1835, and he is the 
son of William and Delilah (Moffett) Gampett. They spent the first part 
of their lives in Indiana and in 1844 came to Iowa, locating in Keokuk county, 
moving to Hardin county in 1855, locating in Providence township, where 
they established a good home and became well known and influential in the 
new country. They had but one child, Thaddeus, of this review. After the 
death of the father, Mrs. William Clampett married Allen Hayworth and ten 
children were born to this union. 

The subject deserves a great deal of credit for what he has accom- 
plished, having had to start life for himself when he was but fourteen years 
of age, when he returned to Illinois and in the summer of 1853 came to Des 
Moines, Iowa, where he worked for a time. In 1858 he came to Hardin 
county. In 1859 he married Martha Kersey, daughter of Asher and Edith 
(Schooley) Kersey, a fine old pioneer family. Mr. Clampett served in Com- 
pany G, Forty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 

After his marriage Mr. Clampett began farming three and one-half 
miles south of the village of New Providence, starting with forty acres in 
section 28, on which was a small cabin. But he was a man of courage and a 
hard worker and in due course of time he succeeded in developing a good 
farm and establishing a comfortable home, and for a period, of thirty-nine 
years he continued farming there, adding to his holdings from time to time 
until now he is in possession of valuable interests and a comfortable com- 
petence. Five years ago he gave up active farming and retired to his modern 
and pleasant home in New Providence. 

Politically, Mr. Clampett is a Republican, but he has never been an aspir- 
ant for public office, though he has been a member of the local school board. 
Fraternally, he belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and he is 
a member of the Friends church. 

Asher Kersey, father of Mrs. Clampett, was born in North Carolina. 
He came to Indiana when a young man and there married Edith Schooley, a 
native of Ohio. They came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1856, and he lived on 
a farm in Providence township until he retired to the village of New Provi- 
dence fourteen years before his death, which occurred in 1901 at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-five years, having survived his wife forty-three years, 
her death occurring in 1858, when she was forty years of age. They were the 
parents of these children: Gark, Albert, Jane, Martha Elizabeth (wife of 
Mr. Gampett), and Adeline. Mr. Kersey married a second time, his last 
wife being Susan Tulbert, daughter of William Tulbert. Four children have 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Clampett, namely: Frank, born in i860, mar- 
(40) 
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ried Eva Mulford, of Providence township; Effie, born in 1866, married J. 
L. Reece; Arthur, born in 1870, died in 1879; Ralph, born in 1880, married 
Lela Norman and lives on the home farm. These children were reared in 
the Friends church and they have not departed from their raising. 



JOHN R. FREY. 

No man has lived in Hardin county who enjoyed to a fuller extent the 
confidence and esteem of his fellow men than did the late John R. Frey, one 
of the best known and most influential of the pioneer citizens of the eastern 
part of the county, who, after an eminently successful and honorable as well 
as useful career, has taken up his abode on a higher plane of action, leaving 
behind him a record of which his descendants may well be proud. 

Mr. Frey was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, on October 1, 1831. 
and he is the son of James and Mary (Rush) Frey, a sterling old family of the 
Keystone state, who in 1852 moved to Illinois and settled a half mile from a 
family of whom John, of this review, later chose a wife. They were the par- 
ents of the following children : John, of this review; Alexander lives in Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas; Mary married Harvey Kauffman, a veteran of the Civil 
war, both of whom are now deceased, the former being buried in the cemetery 
at Reynolds, in Illinois, and the latter in Chicago ; Maggie Jane married Alex- 
ander Kauffman and they lived in Boone county, Iowa, where they died; Mat- 
tie married Joseph Rial Seaver and she died on September 22, 1900; William 
S. lives in Sterling, Illinois; Lydia married Rev. Gilman Parker and lives in 
Alameda, California. 

John Frey received his education in Pennsylvania, and on June 8, 1858, 
he married Anne Taylor, daughter of James and Elspet (Malcolm) Taylor, 
who were born in Scotland, from which country they emigrated to the United 
States in an early day. later moving to Quebec, Canada, thence to Hamilton 
county, Ohio. They were married in Forrest, Scotland, May 7, 1836, and the 
mother's death occurred on September 23, 1839; Mr. Taylor survived her 
over sixty years, dying on July 16, 1901. He was a tailor by trade and was 
successful in this line. There were two children in this family, Anne, wife 
of Mr. Frey, and a son who died in early life while the family lived at Quebec. 
Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frey and their two oldest sons, Clarence and Roy, moved 
from Rock Island county, Illinois, October 19, 1863, traveling by ox teams 
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across the country to Hardin county, Iowa, taking ten days to make the trip. 
They located in Eldora township, the country heing a vast, interminable wild 
prairie, there being but one tree at that time east of where they settled to the 
county line, and Grundy county was covered with prairie grass and overrun 
with wolves. But Mr. Frey was a man of courage and not afraid of obstacles 
and hard work, so he soon had a fine farm developed and a pleasant home es- 
tablished, prospering as a general farmer and stock raiser and becoming one 
of the influential and substantial men of his township, and was highly re- 
spected by all who knew him, for his life was exemplary in every respect. 
Some time before his death he retired from active farm work and moved to a 
modern and attractive home in Eldora, where he spent his last days, being 
called to his reward on September 30, 1906. He was a life-long Baptist and a 
Republican in politics, but he never aspired to public office. 

Mr. Frey was an excellent business man and in connection with his ex- 
tensive agricultural and stock raising pursuits he organized the Farmers' Tele- 
phone Company, which strung the first line between Eldora and Whitten. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Frey: Charles Clar- 
ence is at home; Roy T. married Myrtle Smith, of Corning, Iowa, and they 
have one son, Howard Raymond ; Mary Elspet married Elmer Babcock and 
they live at Greenfield, Adair county ; James Taylor, who died January 10, 
1907, was born June 16, 1872; Emma married A. J. Pemberton, of Iowa 
Falls, and they have two sons, Stanley and Wendell. These children all re- 
ceived good educations and very careful home training and they are well sit- 
uated in life and are popular wherever they are known. 



ELIJAH HAYDEN. 

A man of strong and upright character, an honorable and useful citizen, 
who has been long a resident of his community, and who is therefore familiar 
with its history, a member of a family which has borne a prominent and in- 
fluential part in the affairs of Eldora and vicinity, as is narrated in this re- 
view, Elijah Hayden is the fitting subject of mention in a history of Hardin 
county. 

Elijah Hayden was born in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, on August 
1, 1830, the son of George and Perseny Hayden, both of whom were born in 
Allegheny county. When Elijah was one year old his parents removed to 
Elkhart county, Indiana, in November, 1831. George Hayden was a cooper 
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and millwright and followed his trade at the village of Benton, southeast of 
Goshen, the county seat, until 1852, his son Elijah also learning the cooper's 
trade. In 1852, crossing the Mississippi at Davenport on November 8th T 
George Hayden and his entire family came to Cedar county, Iowa, and in 
1854 to Hardin county. On September 20, 1854, they reached Eldora, which 
was a village of but seven small houses, while Hardin City had about forty. 
George had a relative, Lewis Hayden, who had laid out the latter place, and 
was living there and operating a small corn-cracking mill. Lewis Hayden 
later, in 1862, left Hardin City, and died in Fremont county, Colorado, on 
January 26, 1893. Geonge and Elijah Hayden built a mill for Lewis, and put 
in corn buhrs, which they had brought from Cedar county. In 1856 George 
Hayden, in company with Wallow Hayden, a well known character, built a 
flour mill also for Lewis Hayden, the first in Hardin county. People came 
for one hundred miles around to this mill. Elijah helped in the building of 
this mill, working for Lewis Hayden, and his father and Mike Ackerman op- 
erated the mill three years for Lewis, until he left the county. Ed Hiller 
bought the mill from Lewis Hayden, which burned down shortly after his 
purchase, and George Hayden, who worked regularly as a carpenter when 
not employed in the mill, rebuilt it, and also built mills for Hiller at Parkers- 
burg, Iowa, Shell Rock, Iowa, and Cherokee, Iowa. George Hayden had 
made his home on a farm near Hardin City, and there he spent his old age, 
dying on June 20, 1881. He was born in 1807, so was in his seventy- fourth 
year. His wife died on September 28, 1882, aged seventy-one. George 
Hayden was a Baptist, and a man of strong Christian character, who brought 
up his children in the best of religious training. For forty years he was a 
deacon in the church at Hardin City, or East End, or Eldora, of which con- 
gregations he was successively a member, and all his family have been con- 
nected with the Baptist church. He was a man most highly esteemed by 
those who knew him. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hayden were the parents of eight children, five of 
whom are living: Elijah; Zarah G., now of Eldora, a farmer, unmarried; 
Abissa Ann, the wife of Charles C. Culm, a retired farmer of Eldora; Mary 
E., of Eldora, the widow of William F. Lord, who died in Eldora in July, 
1904; and Perseny, a maiden lady, living with her brothers Elijah and Zarah, 
neither of whom have ever married. 

After helping in the building of the flour mill in 1856 for Lewis Hayden, 
Elijah Hayden engaged in the nursery business for four years, and supplied 
trees for many orchards all over Hardin county. On August 1 1, 1862, he en- 
listed in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, and served eighteen 
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months, receiving his discharge at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on November 
16, 1863, on account of disability caused from measles, which kept him in the 
hospital about nine months as a nurse. 

On his return from the army Mr. Hayden went to the farm, and he and 
his brother have since carried on farming, one sister remaining with them, 
the others marrying young. They were careful and hard-working farmers, 
devoting to their work the most of their energies, and never seeking public 
life, but finding both enjoyment and pecuniary profit in farming. In 1903 
they sold the farm, which contained two hundred and forty-three acres, and, 
coming to Eldora, themselves built their present home, Zarah being a car- 
penter. Elijah Hayden is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
both the brothers and their sister Parseny are members of the Baptist church. 
Mr. Hayden is a true Christian, and a man of remarkably clean character. 
He can truthfully say that in the course of his life he has never smoked a 
cigar or tasted a glass of beer. 



SOLOMON BRICKMAN. 

In studying the methods of successful men we are forced to admit that 
success lies more in the manner in which one performs a certain task and in 
his skill in grasping the opportunities presented, than to any remarkable quali- 
ties presented by him. Accordingly it is found that very often in this country 
the President, Governor and other high public officials possess no higher abili- 
ties than thousands of other citizens. Solomon Brickman, of Hardin county, 
owes his success to the fact that he has always sought to do well whatever 
task lay before him, therefore he has outstripped many of the boys who started 
in life with him and in the same line of endeavor. He was born in Mahoning 
county, Ohio, in 1842, and is the son of Gottlieb and Mary (Hickenlieble) 
Brickman, the father born in Pennsylvania and the mother in Ohio ; the latter 
was widely known in her locality, having lived within four or five miles of her 
birthplace until she was ninety-three years of age. 

Solomon Brickman was reared on the home farm and educated in the 
common schools. While yet a boy he learned the tanner's trade, which he 
followed until he was about twenty-two years of age. In i860 he and his 
cousin, John Haller, came to Muscatine, Iowa, when Mr. Brickman was about 
eighteen years of age, and he remained there about a year, then went to 
Grundy county. There he worked on a farm about three years, being with 
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an older brother, Jacob. Then he and his brothers, with the help of their 
father, bought a half section of Grundy county land at a low price, but it was 
excellent soil. For twenty-two years the two brothers remained together on 
the farm, or until the death of Jacob Brickman in the fall of 1884. 

In March, 1887, Solomon Brickman was married to Maria Moser, daugh- 
ter of Benjamin Franklin and Louisa (Schwenk) Moser. She was born at 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, and went to Ohio when she was quite young, and 
about i860 her parents came west to Grundy county, Iowa, and bought a farm 
near that of the Brickman brothers. A history of this family is found in the 
sketch of Charles Moser in this work. 

After his marriage Mr. Brickman continued on the farm until the fall 
of 1892, being very successful as a general fanner and stock man. In April, 
1893, he built a substantial and comfortable home in Eldora, where he has 
since resided, being retired from active work, merely looking after his farm- 
ing interests. Besides his Grundy county farm he has two valuable farms in 
Minnesota. 

One daughter, Ruth Louisa, has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Brickman. 
She is now attending Northwestern University at Evanston, Illinois. She is 
a young ladv of culture and talent, being an accomplished musician, and she 
is taking an advanced course in music along with her regular college work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brickman and their daughter are worthy members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and they are prominent in the best social circles 
of Eldora and Hardin county, being highly esteemed wherever they are known. 



JOHN D. REED. 

The record of John D. Reed, one of the representative business men of 
Hardin county and a popular druggist at Eldora, is that of an enterprising 
gentleman who worthily upholds an honored family name and whose life has 
been very intimately associated with the general prosperity of his community 
during the most progressive period of its history, and he has always been 
found on the right side of questions looking to the development of his lo- 
cality in any way. While he has been prominent in the business affairs of 
Eldora, he has also won an enviable reputation for honesty and straightfor- 
ward dealings in all the relations of life. 

Mr. Reed was born at Steamboat Rock, Iowa, June 2, 1868, and is the 
son of Jackson and Elizabeth (Ross) Reed. The mother was born in Canada, 
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but her parents emigrated to that country from Scotland. The father of 
the subject was a native of Clermont, New Hampshire, where he was born in 
1828. He came to Hardin county in 1853, but returned East and in 1857 he 
located at Steamboat Rock and has been a resident of Hardin county since. 
The parents had six children, all living: C. W. Reed, of Woodbine, Iowa; 
Mrs. Charles Marks, of Steamboat Rock, Iowa; Grant Reed, of Woodbine, 
Iowa; John D., the subject; Mrs. J. B. Stow, Jr., of Eldora; Chester, of 
Steamboat Rock. Three brothers are engaged in the drug business. Their 
mother died on March 4, 1895. 

John D. Reed lived at Steamboat Rock until he was ten years of age, 
then the family moved three miles east of that town, over in Grundy county, 
and located on a farm, which they improved and where they lived about six 
years and on which the subject worked during the summer months. When 
sixteen years of age he attended school at Steamboat Rock. Deciding upon 
pharmacy as a vocation, he went to Des Moines before he was seventeen years 
old and found employment in a drug store, and he continued clerking until 
about 1902, during which time he improved every opportunity to advance 
himself in his chosen line. He then went to Portsmouth, Iowa, and bought 
a share in a drug store, which was conducted under the firm name of A. F. 
Porter & Company. He continued there for six years, when, his health fail- 
ing, he returned to the farm, where he remained three years. Not being con- 
tented out of the drug business, as soon as he had regained his original vital- 
ity he went to Eldora, and on February 8, 1902, formed a partnership with 
George F. Smith, and they conducted a drug store on the north side of the 
court house square until January 21, 1910, when they dissolved partnership, 
since which time they have each conducted a store of their own, each con- 
tinuing alone. They have enjoyed a very satisfactory business for years. Mr. 
Reed has a well arranged and neatly kept store, well stocked with a large and 
carefully selected line of drugs and drug sundries, and he enjoys a liberal 
trade with the surrounding country, for his reputation for fairness and cour- 
tesy has long been established here. 

For two years Mr. Reed has been president of the Hardin County Fair 
Association, during which time he has discharged the duties devolving upon 
him in a most satisfactory manner. Politically, he is a Republican and is 
prominent in local affairs. He has held a number of local offices, always in 
a manner that reflected credit upon himself and satisfaction to the public. 
He has been councilman, overseer of the poor and filled other positions of 
trust and responsibility. 

Mr. Reed was married in 1894 to Bertha Baker, who was born in Persia, 
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Iowa, but she was living at Portsmouth, this state, when she was married 
She received a good education and her family is highly respected. She is 
the daughter of Milton and Emma (Piatt) Baker. Two children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Reed, namely : Fern, aged fourteen, and Donald, now 
four years of age. Fraternally, Mr. Reed is a Royal Arch Mason and he 
also belongs to the Modern Woodmen. 



ABRAM S. DeWITT. 

Among the representative citizens of Hardin county is the gentleman 
whose name heads this biographical review, the owner of a fine landed estate 
in Providence township, but he is now living retired in his beautiful home in 
the village of New Providence. For many years he carried on the various 
departments of his enterprise with that discretion and energy which are sure 
to find their natural sequel in definite success, having always been a hard 
worker, a good manager and a man of economical habits and being fortunate- 
ly situated in a thriving farming community, it is no wonder that he gained 
the front ranks of the agriculturists of this favored locality. 

Abram S. DeWitt was born in 1840 in Kingston county, Canada," the 
son of Luke and Nellie (Jenkins) DeWitt. The paternal grandfather was 
Abram DeWitt, who was born in 1788. He settled in Frontenac county, 
Canada, in 1813. He was of Welsh parentage and he married Rebecca Lea- 
man. They spent their lives on a farm, the grandfather dying on February 
25, 1868, and his wife lived to be about ninety years of age. They were the 
parents of the following children: Luke, father of the subject; Hiram re- 
mained single and died in Canada; Abram died in Canada; John, born in 
1832, is still living in Canada; Martha Ann married Andrew Emery and they 
both died in Canada ; Eliza married Patrick Caton and they both died in Cana- 
da; Fannie married Benjamin Hicks and died in Canada; Caroline married 
Titus Detler and lives in Canada ; Amanda married Thomas Hicks and lives 
in Canada; Jane married Edward Shull and lives in Canada. 

Luke DeWitt, father of the subject, was born in Ernestown, Canada, in 
181 5 and died in October, 1894, being buried in Wisconsin. He was always 
a member of the Methodist church. His wife, Nellie Jenkins, was born in 
Ernestown, Canada, in 1814, died in 1873 and is buried at her old home town. 
Their children were: John C, who resides in Wisconsin; Abram, of this re- 
view; Luke A., who left home in early life and has never been heard from; 
Anna Amelia married James Sproul in Canada. 
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The mother of the above named children was the daughter of John and 
Susanna (Brown) Jenkins, the father a Welshman and a man of fine personal 
traits; he was a blacksmith by trade, but devoted much of his life to farming 
and became the owner of three hundred acres of good land. They were the 
parents of nine children, namely : Nellie, wife of Mr. DeWitt ; Susanna died 
young; Walter also died in early life; Egbert married into the Orr family 
and spent his life in Canada; Eliza married M. Devine, a Welshman, and 
they live in Canada; Harriet married Alex Hamilton, of Canada; Alpheus, 
who remained single, is now deceased; Jane married William Ansley, of 
Canada. 

Abram S. DeWitt grew up in Canada and received his early education 
there. In 1868 he was married to Sarah A. Aylesworth, daughter of David 
and Nancy (Frasier) Aylesworth. In 1870 they brought their one child, 
Olivia, to Providence township, Hardin county, Iowa. The first year he 
worked out by the month and the second year rented the old McDonald farm, 
the owner of which was one of the county's early settlers. He then bought 
one hundred and twenty acres in Concord township, for which he paid three 
and one-half dollars per acre, and he built the fourth shanty in the town- 
ship. He improved the place and remained there until 1878, when he came 
to Providence township, locating in section 8, where he improved one of the 
finest farms in the township, which he still owns and where he made a pro- 
nounced success at general farming and stock raising. Since coming here 
he has prospered and has owned several excellent farms. In 1905 he retired 
from active work and moved to his modern and commodious home in New 
Providence, where he is popular, being a good entertainer and a genteel 
gentleman of the old school. Politically, he is a Democrat and he never 
aspired to political office. 

David Aylesworth, father of the wife of the subject, was born in Ernes- 
town, Canada, November 17, 1801, and his death occurred on August 24, 
1887. He was a very determined man when he knew he was right and he 
was a strong temperance advocate. His wife, Nancy Frasier, was the daugh- 
ter of Isaac and Nancy (Sterling) Frasier. They spent their lives in Canada, 
where the father was a military officer and register of records for some time. 
They were the parents of these children : Charles, Alice, Timothy, Cotton, 
Nancy, Triny, Margaret, Sallie and Elizabeth. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Abram S. DeWitt : 
Olevia, born January 22, 1870, married Samuel Spurgeon in 1900; they live 
in Louisiana and have three sons, Holland, Charles and Joseph. David Sey- 
mour, born October 6, 1871, married Minnie Mitchell and they have four 
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children, Rodney, Ruth, Louisa and Alice. Bowen A., born January i, 1873, 
married Maggie Carter, daughter of an old settler and they have three chil- 
dren, Ivan S., Gale Olevia and John Wilson. Libbie,.born June 9. 1874, 
died August 12, 1887, at the age of thirteen years, two months and three 
days. Nellie Alice, born November 9, 1875, married John Beach, of Provi- 
dence township, and they have five children, Frank, Lea, Jerome, Paul and 
Chelsea. Sarah Amelia, born March 21, 1879, carried Ray Hadley, of 
Providence township, and they have three children, Jessie, Bruce and Ber- 
nard. Arthur Jenkins, born February 11, 1882, married Mabel Lundy, of 
Union, and they have two children, James Seymour and Wandena. Luke 
Milo, born September 5, 1883, married Jennie Drury, and they have two chil- 
dren, Herald and Anthony. 



EDWIN PERKINS. 

Born in England, our mother country, the nation whose civilization and 
customs, as well as its language, have given form to our American customs, 
and assimilated into a homogeneous whole the various elements of our citi- 
zenship derived from immigration from non-English countries, at an early 
age coming to the daughter country, of which he has since been a most loyal 
citizen, Edwin Perkins has taken a prominent part in the activities of the 
community of Eldora. He was born in Streetlane, county Derby, England, 
on October 2, 1837. In 1849 his father, John Perkins, came with his family 
to Freeport, Illinois. John Perkins was an engineer, followed his occupa- 
tion at Freeport, and died there. Two of his older sons, William and Elias, 
were bricklayers in England and worked at their trade in Freeport. William 
had come to the United States in 1844. 

Edwin Perkins learned the brick-laying and the brick-making trade from 
his brothers, and for seventeen years he ran a brickyard in Freeport. In 
1883 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres, west of the Industrial School, which he made his home for 
nine years. He made some improvements and, in company with his sons, did 
general farming, but continued to lay brick, and soon took up brick manu- 
facturing, which he followed for six or seven years. In company with 
Bert Goodwin, he built the Hardin County Bank building and several other 
business blocks in Eldora, where he has lived for some years in an up-to-date, 
modern house, every brick in which was laid with his own hands. He is now 
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retired from active labor. In politics Mr. Perkins is independent, believing 
in voting for the man rather than the party. He has never cared for public 
life. In his belief there is but one rule for the conduct of the affairs of life, 
and that is the Golden Rule, which he has endeavored to follow in all his 
actions, and has thus made himself much loved by those who know him. As 
a recreation, Mr. Perkins formerly enjoyed a day with his gun very much, 
but in later life has not spent much time in this way. 

Mr. Perkins was married in Freeport, Illinois, on May 3, i860, to Ellen 
Round, who was born in Nottingham, England, and was brought to Illinois as 
a child by her parents. She dted on March 8, 1899, after thirty-nine years of 
married life, leaving a mourning husband and children. Eight of her chil- 
dren are now living, three are dead. Albert died at the age of thirty-nine, 
Frank at thirty-five, both being farmers, and Bert died when twenty-one. The 
living are : Jennie, the housekeeper ; Nellie, a clerk in the Farmers store for 
several years; Harry, farming at Superior, Iowa; Edeline, now Mrs. F. D. 
Felton, of Eldora township; Mabel, now Mrs. G. W. Cobb, of St. Louis; Ben 
H., a farmer of Eldora township; Maud, who married B. W. Rhodes, of 
Oakland, Iowa; and Florence, the wife of R. W. Saster, of Union township. 
All these children are living active and useful lives, and filling their stations 
efficiently. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON SHELDON. 

The subject of this review, a prominent and well-known early settler of 
Hardin county, now living in Eldora, was born in Licking county, Ohio, near 
Zanesville, August 31, 1828. His ancestors were pioneers in that country. 
His parents were Thomas J. and Huldah (Thorpe) Sheldon, both natives of 
New Jersey, where they were married. They settled in Ohio before the war 
of 1812, and the father entered the service from that state. They cleared up 
a timber farm in the wilderness. About 1831 they moved to Holmes county 
and opened up another timber farm and lived on it about eighteen years. In 
1849 Thomas J., of this sketch, came to Iowa, traveling the entire distance 
across the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois on foot, and arrived at the 
home of a married sister in Louisa county, Iowa. In the spring of 1850 five 
men started from this sister's home for California, by the "overland route," 
with an ox team and one cow. The entire summer was spent in crossing the 
plains, and the caravan arrived at Placerville, California, in the fall. Of course 
it is understood that the subject of this article was one of the five men in the 
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party. He had but fifty cents in money, a meal cost a dollar, and there was 
no "trust" ! But a sequel to this dilemma resulted from one of the part)' pick- 
ing up an old broken-down horse abandoned to die and trading him for a set 
of mining tools. He and Sheldon went to the then new "diggin's" on Weaver 
creek, and in time relieved their pressing needs. After working two weeks, 
and demonstrating that there was gold in sight, they hired out for five dollars 
a day, boarded themselves and slept in an old wagon box. Finally they built 
a cabin, but an extremely dry winter was upon them and they were unable to 
get water for their "washings," hence they were unable to accomplish much 
in the way of separating the gold from the refuse material with which it was 
mixed. Meeting an old schoolmate from Ohio, Mr. Sheldon was urged to 
join him for a trip to the Feather river country. At Sacramento they pur- 
chased two mules and loaded them with supplies and provisions, and spent a 
year mining on Feather river. They were well-equipped and lived well, hav- 
ing a tent for their home. They found an abandoned "diggin's" from which 
they took out one hundred and twenty-five dollars in a day, and many other 
days were nearly as profitable. But they tired of the rough life and isolation 
from friends, and at the end of a year returned to Ohio. Mr. Sheldon took 
about four thousand dollars home with him. But the spirit of adventure, com- 
bined with the "gold fever," was upon him, and after spending a few months 
at home, he again (in 1852) fitted out at St. Louis for another trip across the 
plains. There were four "Buckeyes'' in this party. They went direct to the 
American river country, where the party took out five hundred dollars in a 
single day. They remained there a year, when they returned to Ohio, via the 
Nicarauga route, but returned again to the mining regions by way of the 
Panama route. The final return to the East was made in 1854, and the beau- 
tiful prairie country of Iowa was explored on the return. Mr. Sheldon came 
to Hardin county in November, 1854, his sister having remained here during 
all the family exploits in the mining country of the far West. He settled on 
the South Fork of the Iowa river, in Tipton township, but soon thereafter lo- 
cated at Point Pleasant, where he built a log house and put up a log store 
building, and opened the first store in the place. From the first Mr. Sheldon 
took an active part in the public affairs of the new county, and was one of 
the most aggressive workers in the county-seat contest of the late fifties. The 
question was decided in favor of his town, Point Pleasant, and he at once 
took active part in the building of a court house, and otherwise providing for 
the "guest" whose prospective coming had cost him so much time and ef- 
fort. But when it was sought to remove the records and other county prop- 
erty from Eldora to Point Pleasant, an injunction was filed which brought 
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the matter into the courts, and Eklora still held the prize! Mr. Sheldon suc- 
ceeded in selling out his stock of merchandise to advantage, and he engaged in 
farming his lands near the village of Point Pleasant, where he had entered 
eight hundred acres. This he divided into three farms, and considered him- 
self "land poor" for many years. Finally he was able to make a few trades 
which brought him some ready cash, and this he used in stocking the balance 
of his land. He was one of the early stock farmers in that locality. In this 
business he was prosperous, and as a stock raiser, buyer and shipper, a busi- 
ness which he followed for more than thirty years, he became wealthy. His 
principal business during these years consisted of rearing, fattening and ship- 
ping cattle and hogs, the grain for this purpose being raised on his own farms. 
But he also carried on an extensive business as a buyer and shipper of live 
stock. He retired from farm life in 1890, and took up his home in Eldora, 
where he still lives, and ownsr a good farm nearby. Up to the time of locat- 
ing in IoWa Mr. Sheldon was unmarried, his sister being his housekeeper for 
a time after locating in the Hawkeye state. He wrote a letter to his "girl" in 
Knox county, Ohio, and asked her if she "would like to come to Iowa and 
keep his house and live with him" ! The reply soon came, in which she stated 
that she would have to see him again before deciding such a momentous ques- 
tion! (Sensible girl!) He adjusted his affairs and left for the old home 
country, where he married Henrietta Majors, thus closing a "contract" which 
neither party has ever had occasion to regret having made ! Nine children, 
who are now living, were born to this union, all being married and happily 
engaged in life's struggles on their own account. These are Isabella, who is 
the wife of John Lynn, of Thompson, Winnebago county, Iowa; Huldah R., 
who became the wife of Daniel Blair, of Hubbard, Iowa ; Malinda A., wife of 
Frank I. Stowe, of Winnebago county; Evans Hayden Sheldon, a retired 
farmer living in Eldora; Thomas C, engaged in operating the parental farm 
in Eldora township; William C, a farmer at Iowa Falls; Viola, wife of Lem. 
Harris, cashier of the Citizens Bank, Eldora; Frank, a farmer in Jackson 
township, near Eldora, and John P., who owns the old home farm near Point 
Pleasant. 

Mr. Sheldon has been an active Democrat in political affiliations and 
now stands with the "progressives" on questions of internal politics. Through- 
out his extensive business and political career he has come in contact with 
the people in every sphere of human effort. He is a reader of men, as well 
as of current literature, and is thoroughly well informed. He has served as 
a member of the county board of supervisors, as justice of the peace, etc., and 
is the present Democratic candidate for the office of county treasurer. In 
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point of religious affiliations, Mr. Sheldon has been a member of the Baptist 
church for thirty-five years. The "would-be" court house at Point Pleasant 
was merged into a house of worship, and in this building, erected for an 
entirely different purpose, several early church organizations held their sen- 
ices. 



ROBERT COFFEE. 

Among the well known and representative farmers of Hardin county, 
where he spent twenty-five years of active life in honest and honorable toil, is 
Robert Coffee. By diligence in his occupation he gained a competency and 
is now living in honorable retirement, spending his later years in the society 
of his friends. In all the situations in which he has been placed, whether as 
a soldier on the field of battle or a farmer performing some seeming humble 
task, he has done his duty. 

Robert Coffee was born on February 5, 1838, in Logan county, Ohio, the 
son of Abraham and Hannah (Dunn) Coffee. His sisters and brothers were 
Mary, Sarah, William, Isaiah, Hannah and Charles, the latter of whom has 
lived in Hardin county for about eight years. Robert received his education 
in the common schools in Ohio, and worked on the farm until he was twenty- 
one, when he moved to Illinois. On February 2. 1869, he was married to 
Hannah M. Cheney, of Rock Island county, Illinois. Her father was William 
C. Cheney, who was born in Champaign county, Ohio, on September 30, 1819- 
Her mother was Emily (Sayre) Cheney, also a native of Ohio. In 1842 they 
came from Ohio to Rock Island county, Illinois, where they spent the re- 
mainder of their lives. The brothers and sisters of Hannah Cheney were 
Mary Ellen, Alanson and Alma Jane. 

Robert Coffee enlisted in Company A, Ninety-third Illinois Infantry, in 
1862, and served during the whole war, with the rank of corporal. During a 
great portion of his term of service he was in the convalescent camp sick, but 
was never in the hospital, and though he was sick most of the time, he kept on 
duty all the time. Mr. Coffee lost his health in the army. He was a loyal 
soldier throughout the entire war and did his duty at all times. Though not 
as physically able as some of his comrades, he kept at his post all the time, re- 
fusing to go to the hospital, preferring to sacrifice everything to bear his part 
of the heavy burden of war. He is deserving of special praise for the patriotic 
manner in which he met his duty. He was mustered out June 2, 1865, at 
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Washington, D. C, having marched three hundred and eighty-eight miles 
to get there to participate in the grand review of troops. 

After his marriage he remained in Illinois until 1872, when he came to 
Grundy county, Iowa, and bought eighty acres of land. In 1875 ne so 'd 
that farm and bought one hundred and sixty acres in the eastern part of 
Hardin county, in a most fertile region. For this land he paid twenty dol- 
lars per acre, and it is now worth one hundred and twenty-five dollars per 
acre. Here Mr. Coffee spent twenty-five years in general farming, and dur- 
ing that time improved his farm greatly and made a comfortable living. In 
1900 he and his wife came to Eldora to live, where they have a convenient 
and pleasant home. 

Mr. Coffee has always been considered as one of the solid and substantial 
men of his neighborhood, a citizen of sterling worth. He is in politics a Re- 
publican. He and his wife have long been members of the Christian church 
and both exemplify true Christian character. 



ELDORA PIPE AND TILE COMPANY. 

This industry was established in 1893, by E. C. Moore and Thomas Bent- 
land, of East Liverpool, Ohio. Its first purpose was the manufacture of 
sewer pipe. The original cost was about forty thousand dollars, and the city 
of Eldora donated the building site, the stipulation being that the plant should 
be established as the Eldora Clay Manufacturing Company. It was operated 
but a short time, and with various changes in plans and purposes, until it 
went into the hands of the present company on September 2, 1899. It has 
been in constant operation since, with C. A. Reaver as secretary and manager. 
The annual output is between four hundred and six hundred cars of tile, most- 
ly for drainage purposes. This is produced by from thirty to forty men. 
The company pays out for raw material ten thousand dollars annually and 
for fuel twelve thousand dollars. The payroll ranges from fifteen thousand to 
twenty thousand dollars per year. The plant has been all rebuilt, with new 
engines and machinery throughout, and is one of the most important industries 
in Hardin county. 

Carl A. Reaver, the secretary and manager of the above mentioned man- 
ufacturing institution, is a native of Marion county, Iowa, born at Knoxville. 
From early youth he has been connected with his present line of work, begin- 
ning at the age of eighteen, in 1889. Later he became a traveling salesman 
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for the Iowa Pipe and Tile Company, of Des Moines. He came into his 
present position with the organization of the Eldora Pipe and Tile Company, 
and has since devoted all his time and energy to the furtherance of its in- 
terests. 

Mr. Reaver was married at Des Moines, Iowa, in 1892, the lady of his 
choice being Edith M. Larson, of Knoxville. Their two daughters, Jerene 
C. and Lucile M., are students at Wolfe Hall, Denver, Colorado. 



RUFUS H. HADLEY. 

This enterprising farmer and public-spirited citizen is a native of Har- 
din county and is a representative of one of the oldest and best known families 
of this locality, in fact Mr. Hadley was born and reared on the old home place 
in section 10, Providence township, and he still makes his place of residence 
in the same section, being on the northwest quarter of section 10 and his 
father settled on the southeast quarter of section 10 in 1852. He has been 
fortunate in this respect, for most of us would like to remain near 
the old parental roof-tree, there being associated with it hallowed mem- 
ories which no other place of abode could claim. In the line of Tennyson. 
"The roofs that heard our earliest cry " have a tender fascination for us which 
never fades with the vicissitudes of later years. Then, too, he could have 
found no better country than his own in which to grow up, for our great 
Union has no better soil than right here in this favored county of Hardin. 

Rufus H. Hadley was l»orn June 10. 1869, the son of Simon and Mary 
S. (Talbert) Hadley, the former born in North Carolina in 1831, from which 
state he, with his father and mother, Spencer and Caroline (Wilson) Hadley. 
and five other children emigrated to Warren county, Illinois, in an early 
day. Simon coming on to Hardin county. Iowa, being followed soon after- 
ward by the rest of the family. They all settled in section II, Providence 
township, later moving to section 10, where Simon established his home there 
and married Mary Talbert. In 1882 they sold their place and went to Cali- 
fornia, where they purchased land and lived there four years, then traded for 
land in Jule county. Kansas, where they lived two years, then traded back 
for the old homestead in Providence township. Hardin county, Iowa, where 
they again took up their residence. Having accumulated a competency 
through industry and good management, they retired to the village of New 
Providence in 1894 and there Mr. Hadley' s death occurred in 1897 and he is 
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buried in Providence cemetery. His widow is still living in her pleasant home 
at New Providence. Through life he was a strong Methodist and a good 
and useful man. His brothers and sisters were, Eliza, who married Noah 
Hadley, is deceased; Banner, who lived in Nebraska, is deceased; Julina mar- 
ried Henry Hollenberg, and they are both deceased ; Sanders lives in Eldora, 
Iowa; Grant W. resides in the state of Washington; Hail is deceased. 

To Simon Hadley and wife were born the following children: Rufus 
H., of this review; Hester, who is now deceased, married Willis Hollen- 
berg, who is living in Oregon ; Dora is single and lives with her mother at 
New Providence. 

Rufus H. Hadley grew up on the farm and assisted with the work of 
home building in a new country and he received his education in the public 
schools of Hardin county. In 1893 he was married to Dovie Huff, daughter 
of Simon and Prutina (Steelman) Huff, of Hardin county. They came here 
in the early days and settled on the old home place in Providence township, 
and they still reside in Providence township but on another place. They are 
members of the Friends church. The following children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hadley: Mamie, born August 29, 1894; Gordon, bom September 
23, 1897; Lawrence, born April 19, 1900; Mildred, born October 17, 1905, 
died June 21, 1907; Marjorie, born April 1, 1909, died January 24, 1910. 



ENOCH A. GREGORY. 

From the old Empire state, so named by the great Washington himself, 
has come to Iowa a large number of enterprising and public-spirited citizens, 
who have done a great deal in developing the newer country and placing it 
to the fore. Of this number the name of Enoch A. Gregory is deserving of 
special mention. He is one of the well known citizens of Union, Hardin 
county, and his birth occurred in Sullivan county, New York, on November 
27, 1842. He is the son of Ives Gregory, who was a native of Fairfield 
county, Connecticut, of which place his father, Stephen, was also a native. 
This family were early settlers of Sullivan county, New York, locating fifty 
miles from the railroad, their postoffice being Liberty. They began life in 
pioneer fashion. This family is of Scotch descent. Stephen Gregory and 
wife spent the remainder of their lives in Sullivan county, New York, and 
reared the following children: Able, Fannie, Ives, Emeline, Alva, Bennett 
and Bert (twins) and Huldah. 
(40 
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Ives Gregory accompanied his parents to the state of New York in 1812, 
being then six years of age. He had little opportunity to attend school, but 
he made a success of his life work. His death occurred in 1881, in Illinois. 
He married Mary Davidge, a native of England and a daughter of James and 
Elizabeth Davidge. They came to the United States in 1817 and settled in 
Sullivan county, New York, on a farm and there they spent the balance of 
their lives. The following children were born to them: Mary, Jane, Har- 
riett, John, Priscilla, Elizabeth and Henrietta. 

Ives Gregory was a well known and highly respected man, politically a 
Democrat, and he joined the Baptist church when sixteen years of age. His 
family consisted of six children, namely: Harriett, deceased; Martha lives at 
Wessington, South Dakota; Mary is deceased; Enoch A., of this review; Eu- 
nice, deceased; Anna F. lives in Dixon, Illinois. 

Enoch A. Gregory was educated in the home schools, and on April II, 
1872, he was married to Mary A. Wood, of Carroll county, Illinois. She was 
the daughter of James M. and Lucy A. (Baker) Wood, the father a native 
of Peekskill, New York, and the mother of Cayuga county, that state. He 
went to Cayuga county with his parents when a young man and there he grew 
to maturity. In October, 1844, he went to Carroll county, Illinois. He was 
the owner of a fine farm, owning in all five hundred and twenty acres. He 
reached an advanced age, his death occurring in California in 1902. His wife 
is making her home with the subject. He was a member of the Baptist church 
and a good and useful man. There were three children in his family, Mary 
A., Andrew J., a retired farmer living at Milledgeville, Illinois, and Franklin, 
who died in 1886. 

Enoch A. Gregory was one of the brave boys of the North who went out 
to defend the old flag in the great civil strife of a half century ago, having 
enlisted on September 13, 1864, in Company L, Fifty sixth New York Vol- 
unteer Infantry, at Kingston, New York. He was quartered on Morris Island. 
South Carolina, and near Savannah. Georgia, until the close of the war. He 
was discharged July 5. 1865. He had many close calls while in the service. 
After the war he returned to the state of New York, where he remained until 
1869, when he emigrated to Sterling. Illinois, and engaged in the coal busi- 
ness for a time, later moving to Ogle county, that state, in 1872, where he 
fanned, living there and in Carroll county, Illinois, until 1883. Then he 
sold out and came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought the A. F. Wood place 
and lived there until 1891. when he went to Pasadena, California, for a year, 
looking after his ranch there. He returned to Hardin county, Iowa, where lie 
has a fine farm and a beautiful home, having built his present attractive twelve- 
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room dwelling in 1899. It: 15 modern in every detail and is neatly kept and 
well furnished. He has carried on in a most successful manner general farm- 
ing and stock raising, and is the owner of one of the choice and valuable 
farms of the county, consisting of three hundred and forty-seven acres. He 
has managed well and has laid by a competency. Besides his extensive farm- 
ing and stock business he is interested in the Citizens' Bank at Union, of 
which solid and popular institution he is vice-president, an office which he 
fills in a manner that reflects much credit upon himself and to the satisfac- 
tion of the patrons of the bank. 

Mr. Gregory is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, Post No. 
338, at Union, Iowa, and has also been a member of the Soldiers' Relief 
Corps many years, being very active in that work. He has held all the of- 
fices in the post. He belongs to the Congregational church and is active in 
church work, and, in fact, in all movements looking to the general advance- 
ment and good of his community. 

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Gregory, namely: Nettie 
A., who married C. A. Lawrence, cashier of the Citizens' Bank at Union, and 
they have two children. Gregory E. and Dorothy S. ; Rose died in 1892, at the 
age of eleven years and six months. 

Mr. Gregory is held in highest esteem by all who know him, for his life 
has been exemplary and he has directed it to goodly purposes. 



SANDERS S. HADLEY. 

Descended from an old and honorable family, and familiar with the his- 
tory of Hardin county, of which he was a pioneer and in which he spent his 
active life as a successful farmer, Mr. Hadley is especially worthy of men- 
tion among the representative citizens of the county. 

Sanders S. Hadley was born in Surrey, now Yadkin county, North Caro- 
lina, on October 15, 1840. When he was twelve years of age his parents, 
Spencer and Caroline (Wilson) Hadley, natives of North Carolina, moved 
to Warren county, Illinois. The Hadley family in this country originated 
from five brothers, who came from England, two going to the South, and 
three to the New England states in early colonial times. Several members of 
the North Carolina branch were in the Revolution, and they were members 
of the Friends, but Spencer Hadley withdrew and became a Methodist. After 
three years in Warren county, he moved to Providence township, Hardin 
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county, Iowa, and, in the fall of 1855, bought wild land from the original 
purchaser from the government. On this farm was a log cabin and a small 
clearing, and Spencer Hadley set to work to make a permanent home, and 
soon had an excellent farm. He and his wife were original members of the 
Providence Methodist church, which was erected on a part of his farm, and 
he was active, being a trustee and many years a class leader. In politics he 
was a Democrat, but held no offices. Spencer Hadley died in 1881, aged sev- 
enty-one; his wife in 1893, at the age of eighty-five. 

Of the children of Spencer Hadley, seven reached maturity. One daugh- 
ter, Juline, married in Illinois, and remained there. Simon spent his life in 
Providence township with the exception of five or six years in California. 
On his return from California he traded his farm in California for the one 
which he had formerly owned in Providence township, and remained on this 
until he died, at the a^ge of sixty-nine. C. Banner removed to Nebraska at an 
early age. Luzena married Xoah Hadley, of Richland. Iowa, and died a few 
years after marriage. Grant is now living in Washington, on the Columbia 
River, being the only survivor except Sanders S. A. H. was a farmer in 
Providence township, and died in Eldora in 1906. 

Sanders S. Hadley was fifteen when he came to Hardin county, and re- 
mained at home until his marriage, in i860, to Lucinda Hinshaw, the daugh- 
ter of William and Matilda Hinshaw. Her parents came from Tennessee to 
Indiana and from there removed to Iowa, first locating at Richland, Iowa, 
and then moved to Providence township in 1855, where she and her husband 
grew up together. l>oth being about the same age. She was born in Indiana 
in 1840. His father gave to Sanders a forty-acre farm at the time of his 
marriage, and he traded this for one on which a house was already built. 
Here he lived until 1904, when he came to Eldora. He had added to his land 
until he owned a half section, including his first forty, and had erected good 
buildings. He was a general farmer and stock raiser, and each year shipped 
four or five carloads of stock from his farm, doing his own shipping. Though 
he has given some land to his son. he still holds three hundred acres, and is a 
partner with his tenant, so that his interests are still in the old farm. In pol'* 
tics he is ordinarily a Democrat, but often votes independently of party. He 
and his wife arc members of the Providence Methodist church, are on the of- 
ficial board and take a full and active part in all its affairs. Mr. Hadley has 
built a handsome residence on South Washington street, Eldora. He is a 
man of influence in the community, and highly respected as a man of strong 
character and good judgment. 

Six of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Sanders Hadley grew to maturity. 
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while two died in childhood. Those living are: William, a farmer at La 
Belle, Missouri; Mary, who married James Christy, of Chicago; Martha, who 
married Edwin Mitchell, and died in 1907, aged forty; Grant, a professional 
musician, a vocalist and concert singer, and teacher of music ; Fanny, the wife 
of C. H. Reece, of Marshall county, a farmer: Ray S., who owns and op- 
erates the old homestead. 



CHARLES EDWARD GREEF. 

Among the well known and popular citizens of Hardin county is Charles 
Edward Greef, a leading business man of Eldora, who, by the exercise of 
keen perceptive faculties, unusual soundness of judgment and honest dealing 
with his fellow men, has earned a fair competency and is justly deserving of 
the high esteem in which he is held by all who know him. 

Mr. Greef is the scion of a sterling old pioneer family of the Hawkeye 
state, and his birth occurred in Van Buren county, Iowa. August 6, 1853. He 
is the son of Herman Frederick and Rosalia (PfeifTer) Greef, both natives of 
Germany, just across the Rhine from France, where they grew to ma- 
turity, were educated and married, the father becoming a very successful 
business man, a merchant and banker, a man of the finest attributes of head 
and heart, influential and a most useful citizen, bearing through life a reputa- 
tion above reproach. He came to America in an early day, locating in Iowa. 

Charles E. Greef grew to maturity at Bentonsport, Van Buren county, 
Iowa, and there received a good education in the public schools and the acad- 
emy, graduating from the latter in 1870. In 1872 he went to Chicago, as 
soon as the work of rebuilding after the great fire of Octol>er, 187 1, began. 
There he became manager for a dry goods store and afterwards was salesman 
in a wholesale clothing house, remaining there until December, 1876. His 
father having died on the 6th of that month, he returned to Bentonsport, Iowa, 
and took charge of the store and bank owned by his father. He continued the 
business, along the same lines as his father had done, for two years, then 
went into the lumber business, which he has continued ever since with much 
success. In 1883 he purchased the old John Hall lumber yard at Eldora, 
Hardin county, and moved here with his family. Having prospered he and 
his partner owned a line of lumber yards here and at several other places. In 
1898 this partnership was dissolved and Mr. Greef kept the outside yards 
until May, 1909, when he merged them into the Midland Lumber Company, 
a larger line of yards, and turned the entire control over to those people. 
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Meanwhile he had become one of the most extensive, successful and best 
known lumber dealers in this part of the state. He built a great many houses 
in Eldora and owned a large number of lots, in fact, he has probably erected 
more buildings in Eldora than any one person in the history of the town, in- 
cluding a modern, commodious, attractive and substantial residence in 1885 
and extensively remodeled in 1 891 , and in which he still resides. He has at 
present twenty-five rental properties in Eldora. For a time he maintained a 
garage and sold automobiles. He is now less active than formerly, but for 
thirty-five years he applied himself very closely to his affairs and his efforts 
were rewarded with a large degree of success. Although his father was 
wealthy and could have given his son a start in life, the latter preferred to be 
independent and hew his own way, consequently he started for himself when 
only thirteen years of age and gradually worked himself to the front ranks 
of business men of central Iowa. He is by nature an organizer and promoter, 
is able to foresee with remarkable accuracy the future outcome of a present 
transaction and with duties that would crush the average man, he has always 
had his affairs under such a perfect system that he managed them with very 
little effort. 

The domestic life of Mr. Greef began in 1878 when he was united in 
marriage with Eda Day, of Winchester, Iowa, who was reared near Bentons- 
port. This union resulted in the birth of three children, namely : Elva, now 
librarian of the Carnegie library of Fremont, Nebraska; Karl Day, now twen- 
ty-one years of age, was a member of the graduating class of 191 1 at Grin- 
nell College; Hal Frederick, eighteen years of age, is in his first year at Grin- 
nell College. The mother of these children was called to her rest after an 
illness of two years. In 1902 Mr. Greef was united in marriage with Susie 
Margaret Hill, a native of Newton, Iowa, and this union has resulted in the 
birth of two children. Charles Hill, born in 1905. and Robert Julius, bom in 
June, 1909. 

Fraternally, Mr. Greef is a member of the Knights of Pythias. He is a 
member of the Eldora city council, having held this position fifteen years. 
Although resigning three or four times, he has always been re-elected. In 
this capacity he has done much for the permanent good of the town, in fact, 
no man has been more active in the general upbuilding and improvement of 
the town than he. certainly earning the title of progressive, in fact, in all mat- 
ters of advancement he has taken the initiative and urged others to follow. 
He had the first telephone in Eldora; the first two automobiles; he was one 
of the stockholders in the first electric light plant and also the second, and he 
had full charge of building both plants. When in 1903 he built the splendid 
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Greef block on the west side of the public square, the tide of business was 
thereby turned in that direction and now property there is higher per front 
foot than in any other place. 

Personally Mr. Greef is a most companionable gentleman, uniformly 
courteous, scrupulously honest in all the relations of life, generous and hospi- 
table, well read and public spirited, a man of the people and meriting in every 
way their high esteem. 



WILLIAM HAGGIN. 

The old pioneers are about all gone. They who braved the dangers and 
hardships of a new country, who had the foresight to cast their lots in a land 
rich with promise, performed their tasks well, and then passed on into "that 
undiscovered country," leaving to us a glorious inheritance, not only in a 
well developed, rich country, but in the memory of their brave and unselfish 
lives, their laborious struggles that their descendants might be freer from the 
many annoyances that detract from the blessings of life. From such progeni- 
tors sprang William Haggin, one of the progressive and well-known citizens 
of Union township, who was born in 1859 in this vicinity. He is the grand- 
son of Greenberry Haggin, to whom belongs the honor of being the first white 
man who erected a cabin in Hardin county, this being in 1849, tne county 
not having been created by the General Assembly until January 15, 1851. It 
was many miles to neighbors and a trackless, wild prairie stretched as far as 
the eye could reach, overrun by innumerable wolves and yet the haunts of In- 
dians. Greenberry Haggin was a native of Indiana, and he came to Hardin 
county from Keokuk county, Iowa. He was a typical frontiersman, always 
on the outskirts of Civilization. He was a hard worker and developed a good 
farm here, remaining in Hardin county long enough to see several towns 
spring up, then pushed on westward, like Daniel Boone, the greatest of all 
pioneers, who said that he did not have room enough about him if there were 
any neighbors in sight. Such a life is conducive to longevity and Mr. Haggin 
reached an advanced age, dying in Dakota. During the winter of 1849-50 he 
was the sole resident of Hardin county. He entered the land now owned by 
George Whitney, first settling on the farm in section 11, Union township, 
now owned by Tom Madole. His family consisted of the following children : 
Arrow, Zach, Richard, John, Isaac, Joseph (father of William of this re- 
view), Ausburn and Julia. 

Joseph Haggin was born in Indiana, and when ten years of age he ac- 
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companied his father to Iowa and lived in Grundy, Hardin and Marshall 
counties. He was something of a pioneer himself and delighted in seeing a 
raw piece of land transformed into a farm. He was twice married, first to 
Elizabeth Jane Davis, whose death occurred in 1872, at the age of thirty- 
eight years. To this union were born the following children: Mary Maggie; 
William, of this review ; Samuel M., Joseph L., Nathan, Sarah Ann, Thomas 
Franklin, James Delbert and Jesse Elmer. His second wife was Ellen Mid- 
dleton, by whom one child was born, Charles Frederick. 

Joseph Haggin was a member of the Christian church and a man of 
exemplary character. His death occurred in 1904, at the age of seventy-two 
years. 

William Haggin, of this review, grew up and has always lived in Union 
township, in whose development he has taken a conspicuous part, and he has 
devoted his life to farming for the most part, operating a butcher shop for 
fifteen years. He ran a general store in Ferguson and a liver}' and hotel in 
Union, and in 1909 he went into the harness business at Union, and is en- 
joying a very liberal trade. He has been very successful in whatever he has 
turned his attention to. and is one of the most widely known business men 
in the county. Although he has been practically deaf for twenty years, he 
hears almost as well as anyone, by artificial means, and thus is not handicapped 
in his business. Politically he is a Republican and has held a number of local 
offices. 

Mr. Haggin was married in 1881 to Anna Hutson, who was born in 
Union township, a daughter of Lcason and Elizabeth Hutson, an old and 
highly respected family of the village of Union. The following children have 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Haggin: Mamie married Thomas Wilson; Glen 
married Ruby Norris : Leason, Ruth and Howard are at home. 



WILLIAM DAYTON CUNDIFF. 

The life of a farmer is one comparatively obscure, yet such is the pe- 
culiar fitness of things that in no other station of life do we find men of 
sounder character and stronger principles than in the environment of the 
farm. Surrounded by nature, the farmer's life is one which offers fewer 
temptations and more facilities for developing strength than does the artifi- 
cial life of the cities. And as in the last analysis it is character which counts, 
so in the end the life of an honest, upright farmer, like Mr. Cundiff, may out- 



Digitized by Googl 



m 



WILLIAM D. CUNDIFF 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



649 



weigh the life of a man who occupied a much larger place in the eyes of the 
world. 

William Dayton Cundiff was born in Stark county, Illinois, on Septem- 
ber 28, 1844, and died in Union township, Hardin county, on July 17. 1903. 
He was the son of John and Ruth (Stites) Cundiff, whose children were 
William D., Jacob H. ( Ada E., Bryant, Elnora, Allen and Stephen. John 
Cundiff was one of the pioneers of Stark county. Illinois, to which they moved 
from Kentucky. In 1871 they drove through to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
in 1873 John Cundiff died on his farm four miles from Union. He was a 
capable and hard-working farmer. 

William D. Cundiff received his education in the common school. In 
1864 he enlisted in Company I, One Hundred and Forty-eighth Illinois In- 
fantry. His regiment was stationed along the Chattanooga & Nashville rail- 
road, and remained there to the end of the war. He was mustered out at 
Nashville, and discharged at Springfield in 1865, having served with an honor- 
able record. In 1868 he was married to Eetitia Taylor, the daughter of John 
and Elizabeth (Welsh) Taylor, who was born in Pennsylvania on December 
2, 1844. Her parents spent the greater portion of their lives on a farm in 
Pennsylvania but in the spring of 1871 came to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
there spent the remainder of their lives. Their children were : Esther, who died 
in Pennsylvania; Mary died in Pennsylvania; Harriet died in Pennsylvania; 
Jesse served in the One Hundred and Forty- fourth Illinois Infantry, and mar- 
ried Susan Strickler. who. surviving him, is living in Pennsylvania; John H. 
married Isabel Galley, and died in Iowa; Philip G. married Mary Lamb, of 
Union, and is living in Kansas; Letitia ; Elizabeth, who married Thomas Perry, 
who died in Kansas in 1887; Martha C who died at Toulon. Illinois, of fever 
at the age of seventeen; Phoebe died at the age of nine in Pennsylvania; Zach- 
ariah, who died in Des Moines. Iowa, in 1902, had married Flora Thorpe. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Cundiff four children were born : Arthur Homer, a farmer 
of Union township, who married Vesta Carter; William Frederick, who mar- 
ried Lavinn Babcock: Ella Myrta. who married Richard Bavender. of Union 
township, and Jesse Dayton, who is operating the home farm. 

In 1871 William D. Cundiff. with his father and his brother Bryant and 
their families, drove across country from Stark county. Illinois, to Hardin 
county. Iowa, and spent two weeks on the road, meeting with rainy weather 
and extremely bad roads. William D. Cundiff settled on the eighty-acre 
farm where his widow now lives, and improved it and made a comfortable 
home. Though he owned a large acreage of land, having over four hundred 
acres, he was such a capable farmer that his yields to the acre were above the 
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average of the neighborhood and his stock among the best to be seen in the 
township, he following intensive rather than extensive fanning. He was a 
member of the Grand Army post at Union and took a great deal of interest 
in this body. Fraternally, he was a member of the Odd Fellows; in politics 
a Republican, and had held many offices of trust. He was a member of the 
Methodist church and Mrs. Cundiff belongs to the Christian church. Mr. 
Cundiff was a man well known in Union township and lived in such a manner 
that he was esteemed and respected by all. A true Christian, he was much 
devoted to his wife and family, and his taking away to his eternal home was 
for them a sad separation, although it is but temporary. Mrs. Cundiff is a 
woman of intelligence and refinement, who takes her full share in the neigh- 
borhood activities and has many friends. 



LEVI MARSHALL. 

Hard and laborious was the lot of Levi Marshall, now a venerable and 
well-known retired farmer and stock raiser of Union, Hardin county, but 
his fidelity to duty won him the respect and confidence of those with whom 
he was thrown in contact, and by patient continuance in well doing he grad- 
ually arose from an humble station to his present high standing among the 
representative citizens of Union township, in the development of which he 
has played well his part and seen grow from a wild prairie to one of the lead- 
ing sections of the great commonwealth of Iowa. 

Mr. Marshall was lx>rn in Henry county, Indiana, in 1834, and he was 
the son of Jesse and Mary (Pickering) Marshall, l>oth born in eastern Ten- 
nessee, where they grew up and were married, and early in life moved to 
Indiana, bringing two children, Jane and William, and there they spent the 
balance of their lives. They were life-long Quakers, and lived in the days 
when the Quaker faith was a birthright. The father died when he was about 
sixty-three years old. His wife was the daughter of Fllis and Deborah Pick- 
ering, and she was born in Greene county, Tennessee, May 10, 1805, and her 
death occurred at Union, Iowa. December 18, 1902, having lived well up to- 
wards the century mark. 

Levi Marshall spent his youth on the home farm and received such edu- 
cation as the early schools of the pioneer days afforded. In 1858 he was mar- 
ried to Irena Pearson, daughter of Peter and Eunice (Hastings) Pearson. 
Peter, who was the son of Nathan and Mary Pearson, was born in Guilford 
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county, North Carolina, April 9, 1797, and died in Kansas at the age of sev- 
enty-five years, having spent his life as a physician and farmer. The mother 
was born on December 1, 1803, and her death occurred in 1896, at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-two years; she was the daughter of William and Sarah 
Hastings. They were the parents of ten children, namely : Enoch married 
Rachael Brown and they are both now deceased ; Isom, now deceased, mar- 
ried, first, Naomi Lamb, second, Amanda Basy, third, Eliza Stanley, fourth, 
to a woman in Kansas, name unknown; Nancy married Byron Lamb and 
they are both now deceased; William married Abbie George, who is living 
in California, he being now deceased; Mary married Aaron Lamb and they 
are both deceased ; Lilburn, who is now deceased, married Esther DeGerald, 
and she afterwards married Isaiah George; Irena, wife of Mr. Marshall of 
this review; Stanton, who is living in Kansas, married Elizabeth Stanton, 
who died, and he married again, his last wife being Charlotte Wilson, of 
Union, Iowa; Louise died when young. 

In 1861 Mr. Marshall came to Iowa and located in Winneshiek county; 
in 1868, seven years later, he moved with his family to Hardin county and 
located two and one-half miles south of where the town of Union now stands, 
taking up his residence on a farm in section 33, and here he developed an ex- 
cellent farm, established a very comfortable home and continued to reside 
there until he retired from active work. He assisted Jack Davis in laying out 
a part of the town of Union and he helped in raising the necessary amount of 
money to bring the railroad here and secure a depot in 1868. He has been 
very successful as an agriculturist, transforming a raw prairie farm into one 
of the best landed estates in the township, placing modern and extensive im- 
provements on the same. 

Mr. Marshall has been a strong Prohibitionist, but he has never aspired to 
office, and now rejoices in the fact that his early dream of restraining the 
sale of liquor has come true. He has always been of the Quaker faith, hav- 
ing for a number of years been identified with the local congregation as min- 
ister. 

Eleven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, namely : 
Jesse W., born June 16, i860, married Anna White, and eleven children were 
born to them, six of whom are living, Walter, William, Carl, Benjamin, Ralph, 
Donald, Alfred, John, Howard. Harold and Mamie. Eunice Etta, born 
March 20, 1882, married W'aldo Bentley, now deceased, and they have the 
following children: Frank, Ina, Clell, Roland, Vera, Joseph, John and Ar- 
thur. Francis Edward, born March 26, 1864, married Pluma Hickman and 
they have one child, Clyde. Charles Vincent, born August 23, 1866, married 
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Anna Henry. Orpha Jane, born Septemtwr 27, 1868, married J. C Man- 
love and these are their children: Bernice. Edith, John, Theodore, Roberta. 
Albert, born September 20. 1870, married Maud McClain and they have these 
children: Vcrnard. Ward. Lee, Ixla. Hazel. Glen and Madge. Anna L, 
born January 19. 1873. married Clinton Wilson and they have these children: 
Lyle, Fred and Aleen. Minnie May. born May 28. 1875. married Fred Moore, 
and they have these children: Veil. Walter, Stanley. Blanche. Winnifred, 
Grace. Wayne, Irene and Edith. Rollin Fred, born August 30, 1878, mar- 
ried Carrie Hunt, and they have two children. Genevieve and Oren. Estelle. 
born February 19. 1880, married Harvey Goodenow, and they have three 
children. Pauline. Leanore and Doloris. Mary Edith, born July 26, 1883, 
married Harry Hollingsworth and they have one child, Wilfred. Mr. Mar- 
shall is very proud of his fifty grandchildren. 



BRISON FITZGERALD. 

One of the progressive, public-spirited and influential citizens of Hardin 
county is Brison Fitzgerald, of Union township, who, after a strenuous and 
useful life, is now living in honorable retirement at the village of Union, 
where he can spend his declining years in serenity and in the midst of plenty 
as a result of bis well ordered and consistent career. He was born Decem- 
ber 28. 1834. in Hendricks county. Indiana, and is the son of James and 
Marv (Martin) Fit/gcrald. the former a native of Tennessee, and the latter 
of Virginia. They were married in Tennessee and lived there a short time, 
two of their children being born there, and from there they moved to In- 
diana, where the mother's death occurred in 1854, leaving the following chil- 
dren: Patrick, now deceased; Elizabeth is living in Colorado; Permelia. now 
deceased: Brison. of this review; Matilda is living in the state of Washing- 
ton; Joel. James. Mary Frances and Xancy are all deceased. James Fitz- 
gerald, father of the subject, was twice married, his last wife being Sarah 
Edwards, a native of Kentucky, and this union resulted in the birth of the 
following children: Mary. Maria. John. Lydia and Lucinda. 

James Fitzgerald was born in 1807 and his death occurred in 1850; he 
was the only son born to Patrick and Man- (Day) Fitzgerald, who emigrated 
from Ireland to South Carolina in an early day. James Fitzgerald lived on 
a farm many years in Morgan county. Indiana. Ambrose Day. great-grand- 
father of the subject, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 
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Brison Fitzgerald, of this review, received his early education in the 
chimney corner of the old home, and having a good memory and being a 
keen observer, he has become a well informed man and now has a fairly good 
education. He came to Hardin county, Iowa, on June 22, 1852, and began 
life under primitive conditions. He cast his first vote in 1856 in the state of 
Iowa. He settled with his father in section 23, Providence township, enter- 
ing land from the government. The father remained only until 1856, when 
he went back to the old home in Indiana, where he passed away soon after- 
wards, dying in the spring of 1857. The subject finally located his claim in 
section 14, Providence township, where he resided until three years ago, when 
he moved to the village of Union and retired from active work. He laid by 
a comfortable competence during his long years of labor in agricultural pur- 
suits, improving a fine farm from raw prairie land. When he located in Prov- 
idence township there were only seven farmers beside himself there, and he 
has played well his part in the subsequent development of the county. 

Mr. Fitzgerald was married on February 10, 1861, to Nancy Hammer, 
who was born October 18, 1845, ' n Jefferson county, Iowa, the daughter of 
Laban and Rachael (Cox) Hammer. The Hammer family came from In- 
diana to Keokuk county, Iowa, in 1855, the parents later moving to Marshall 
county. Iowa, where they died. They were the parents of the following 
children: Hannah and Joanna are both deceased; Alexander, deceased; 
Nancy, wife of the subject ; John is living in Ohio; Jane is living in Nebraska ; 
Mary Ann is deceased. 

Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgerald, namely: James 
Riley, born June 7, 1864; Mattic Jane, born February 25, 1867; Clara May, 
born August 6, 1870; Mary Eva, born September 14. 1874; Clyde Raymond, 
born August 28, 1876; Guy Winifred, born December 3, 1878; Roy Morton, 
born July 21, 1881 ; Harry Earl, born March 19, 1884; Mabel A., I>orn Sep- 
tember 25. 1886; Edgar, born March 9, 1889. All these children are living 
except Clyde Raymond, whose death occurred on March 24, 1877, when six 
months and twenty-six days old. and Edgar, who died July 7, 1899. 

Politically Mr. Fitzgerald is a Republican, and, since reaching his ma- 
jority in 1856, he has voted at every election but one, having been prevented 
by sickness on that occasion. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He is the oldest living resident in Providence township, and it is 
safe to say that no man is better known or held in higher esteem in this por- 
tion of Hardin county than he, for his life has been one of honor and use- 
fulness. 
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ENOS HUMESTON. 

Union township, Hardin county, has been especially honored in the char- 
acter and career of the late Enos Humeston, "who, in the face of obstacles 
that would have discouraged and defeated many another, forged his way to 
the front by a strong inherent force and well directed intelligence and judg- 
ment and who for many years ranked among the substantial and prominent 
men of this locality, few having occupied a more honored place in the esti- 
mation of his fellow citizens than he. He was a man of public spirit, who, 
while laboring for his individual advancement, never neglected his broader 
duties to the public in general, and his character was exemplary in all the re- 
lations of life. Many a good deed might be attributed to him, and many will 
long remember his little kindnesses and words of encouragement. 

Mr. Humeston was born on June 7, 1836, in the state of New York, the 
son of Eliah and Prudence (Brown) Humeston. The father was born May 
28, 1807, and his death occurred on July 25, 1874; the mother was born Jan- 
uary 9, 1806, and her death occurred on December 1, 1877. They were the 
parents of the following children : Polly, born July 1 1, 18 — ; Sylvester, born 
February 7, 1835, enlisted in Company H, Twenty-sixth Iowa Volunteer In- 
fantry, and was killed in battle, January 11, 1863; Enos, of this review; 
Louisa, born March 27, 1858, died June 9, 1889; Phoebe, born October 7, 
1840, married Israel Hall, an old settler of Providence township. 

Enos Humeston received his education in the common schools and on 
June 4, 1855, he was united in marriage with Mariah Halladay, who was bom 
in Ireland, February 24, 1837, being the only child of James and Mary 
(Brown) Halladay, the father of English and the mother of Scotch-Irish 
parents. They both died in Ireland, and Mariah. wife of Mr. Humeston, came 
to the United States with an aunt. Eliza Gibson. They went to Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and on a visit to Iowa Mariah met Mr. Humeston. 

At the breaking out of the war between the states Mr. Humeston was 
engaged in blacksmithing at Dewitt. Iowa, and he eniistcd there on August 8, 
1862, and was mustered into service at Clinton, Iowa, on September 3d of 
that year as a private in Company H, Twenty-sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
under Capt. C. N. Nye and Col. Miles Smith, and was assigned to the First 
and Third Brigades, First and Fourth Divisions, Thirteenth and Fifteenth 
Corps, Army of the Tennessee. He participated in the battles of Chickasaw 
Bayou. Arkansas Post, where his brother Sylvester was killed. Mill Creek. 
Jackson, siege of Vicksburg. Brandson, Dickerson, Cherokee Station, Tusa- 
miah, Chattanooga, Soo Hoop, Missionary Ridge, Ringgold, Resaca, Dallas, 
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Kenesaw Mountain, siege of Atlanta, Soverin Station, Phillip Gap, Griswold- 
ville, River Ridge, Columbia and Snyder's Creek. During the latter part of 
his enlistment he was detailed as blacksmith of his regiment. He was dis- 
charged at Washington City at the close of the war, having made a most gal- 
lant soldier in defense of the Union. Soon afterwards he returned home and 
was re-united with his family in Providence township, Hardin county, Iowa, 
his father, Eliah Humeston, and the balance of the family having moved 
there. Later the subject moved to Bangor, Iowa, and took up his trade. Com- 
ing to Union, he was the second blacksmith in that village. He was a very 
skilled workman and always enjoyed a most liberal patronage, his patrons 
coming from miles around. He built a good home in what was then a wheat- 
field, and here his widow still lives. Later in life he entered the hardware 
business, in which he prospered, building up an extensive trade and became 
one of the leading business men of his township, following this line of en- 
deavor until his death, which occurred on January 22, 1896. 

Politically, Mr. Humeston was a Republican, and he belonged to the 
Grand Army of the Republic post at Union. He was a member of the Con- 
gregational church and he started the first Sunday school in Union. He was a 
great home man, devoted to his family, and he never sought to be a politician 
or gain public honors. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Humeston, namely : William 
Dclbert, born January 14, 1856, is a blacksmith at Union; Mary Olivia, born 
July 17, 1861; Edwin Sylvester, born October 27, 1866, and Walter, born 
June 25, 1871. 



MRS. HENRY CLAY SMITH. 

The name of this estimable lady is a familiar sound to the people of 
Union township, and the brief record of her life outlined in the following 
paragraphs will doubtless be read with interest by her many friends through- 
out Hardin county who have learned to prize her for her beautiful character 
and useful life, which has been as an open book in which there are no pages 
marred or soiled by conduct unbecoming true womanhood, and whose in- 
fluence has always made for the good of the large circle of friends with 
whom she associates. 

Mrs. Henry Clay Smith, widow of the honored veteran of the great war 
of the Rebellion, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work, 
was born in Carroll county, Illinois, and she received a good common school 
education, remaining at home until her marriage, in 1867. at Zena, now 
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Secor, Union township, Hardin county. She was the daughter of one of the 
honored and influential pioneer families of this locality, her parents being 
John A. and Roxca (Fryer) Bushman. The father, born in New York, came 
to Illinois when young and married there. In 1863 he moved to Iowa and 
became well established in the new country, for fie was a hard worker and 
managed well. His death occurred in 1880, at the age of forty-eight years, 
and he is buried at Sheppard. He was a Republican and a member of the 
Baptist church. He was the son of Daniel and Eva (Spangler) Bushman, 
who spent their lives in Illinois. Their family constituted of eight children, 
of w hom Daniel, Joseph and John were the only ones to come to Iowa. 

Roxca (Fryer) Bushman was a native of the state of New York and 
she was the daughter of John I. and Hannah (Cornelius) Fryer, who spent 
the major part of their lives in Illinois. They were the parents of five chil- 
dren, two living, one in Illinois and one in California. Roxca (Fryer) Bush- 
man died January 10, 191 1, at the age of seventy-nine. 

Hannah E. Bushman came with her parents to Hardin county, Iowa, in 
an early day and here married Henry Clay Smith, who was a very successful 
and enterprising man, establishing a good home in the new country, and here 
he remained until his death in 1900. He is buried in the cemetery at Shep- 
pard. He was a staunch Republican, but never aspired to office. He serve! 
his country faithfully in the Federal army and was a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, taking an active interest in the local post. He was es- 
sentially a home man. devoted to his family and their welfare. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Clay Smith, namely: 
Hershal H., born February 25. 1870, is mentioned elsewhere in this work; 
Eva J., born November 15, 1879, married Albert Foster, a Hardin county 
farmer, ami they have four children. Kenneth, Lawrence. Lucile and Hernice. 
Edith Smith was born November 24, 1882, and is living at home. Logan C. 
Smith was born January 23, 1885, and is also living at home. 



ALEXANDER WILEY McDONALD. 

Through his long connection with agricultural interests, Alexander W ile}' 
McDonald, now living retired in Eldora. Hardin county, not only carefully 
conducted his farm, but so managed its affairs that he acquired thereby a posi- 
tion among the substantial residents of the community. Moreover, he is en- 
titled to representation in this volume because he has lived a consistent and 
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upright life in the vicinity of which this history deals for over a half century, 
and his mind bears the impress of its early historical annals, and from the pio- 
neer days down to the present he has been an interested and active witness of 
its development. 

Mr. McDonald was torn in Richland county, Ohio, September 17, 1832, 
and he is the son of Alexander and Cydimirise (McManima) McDonald. 
The parents of the former came from Scotland and those of the latter from 
Ireland. 

The subject lived on a farm during his childhood, and from the age of 
nine to fifteen he worked at such odd jobs as a boy could get to do. The par- 
ents being poor, the children were compelled to help make the living. In 1845 
they moved to Van Wert, Ohio. At the age of fifteen the son, Alexander 
Wiley, entered a general store and he continued at such work for seven years 
or until he was twenty-two years old. On April 15, 1855, he was united in 
marriage with Lucy Stage, daughter of Luke D. and Barbara A. (Rule) 
Stage, and born in Seneca county. Ohio. Soon after their marriage they 
came west to Iowa City and on October 8, 1855, arrived at Eldora, Hardin 
county, they being among the very earliest settlers here, the city then consist- 
ing of several rude shanties, but no good houses. He cut the shingles for the 
first house, built by Mr. Moir. For the first few years Mr. McDonald was 
compelled to work very hard and undergo many hardships, working at what- 
ever he could get to do. He was accustomed to take a piece of corn-pone in 
his pocket for his dinner, walking often many miles to and from his work, 
eating only his frozen bread, if it happened to be in the winter time. There 
was then no railroad nearer than Davenport, most of the goods consumed 
here coming by wagon from Iowa City and building material was hauled from 
Muscatine. For two or three years he clerked in stores, working in this 
capacity for J. Q. Patterson, also for Wilcox & Company. When he first came 
here he had only fifty-six dollars in money, and he lived very economically 
until i860. Wildcat money caused serious losses about this period. 

About 1857 Mr. McDonald bought fifteen acres of land a mile east of 
Eldora. Very soon afterwards he bought forty acres near the first tract. By 
1861 or 1862 he was able to buy twenty-five acres more between the first two 
tracts, thus joining them together. Prices for farm products were very low, 
and although the price of land wasdow. too, it was very difficult to get money 
enough to buy land. His land had a scant supply of timber on it and required 
an infinite amount of labor to improve it. but he was a man of indomitable 
energy and courage and he persevered until he had a fine farm and a good 
home and ever afterwards devoted himself to agricultural pursuits, becoming 
(42) 
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in due course of time one of the leading fanners of the community. As lie 
prospered he bought more land, finally owning in his home farm one hundreu 
and ninety-nine acres. He placed it under excellent improvements and a higti 
state of cultivation. He is also the owner of forty acres of land south of 
Eldora. 

On his farm east of Eldora is a large bed of clay used in making sewer 
pipe, it being among the big beds of valuable clay in Iowa. 

Mr. McDonald is a Democrat and he has always taken quite an active 
part in political affairs. He was township assessor, city councilman for 'wo 
terms and was a member of the Eldora school board for about twelve years, 
filling all the positions in a very able and creditable manner. Although a 
Democrat in this strongly Republican county, he made a good race for sheriff, 
gaining a much larger vote than was expected. He has lived in Eldora ever 
since coming here, even when farming actively, and he has taken much inter- 
est in the growth of the town. 

Eour children, two dying in infancy, were born to Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Donald; the living are. Ellen May, now the wife of H. E. Bateson, well 
known abstractor of titles in Eldora. a complete sketch of w hom appears else- 
where in this work. They have four children, Hazel M., Donald M., Gladys 
M. and Rex ford R. George \Y. McDonald, the second child of the subject, 
lives in Eldora and operates his father's farm. 

Mrs. McDonald was called to her rest on February 15, 1900. She was 
an excellent woman and had a host of friends. 

Mr. McDonald talks very interestingly of the pioneer days here, and he 
is a man whom everybody speaks well of, his life having been singularly free 
from faults and he has done much for the general good of this vicinity. 



THOMAS N. HAUSER. 

Herein is told briefly the life story of one of Hardin county's earliest 
pioneers, one whose name is prominent among those of early settlers, and 
whose experience in those days of privation and hardship are as interesting as 
a romance. Thomas X. Hauscr was the ninth settler to locate in Hardin 
county. Iowa. He was a native of Xorth Carolina, born on September 13- 
1822. and on August 23. 1844. he was married at the home of William and 
Hannah Voyles to their daughter. Nancy Voyles. On December 26, 1850. 
Mr. Hauscr. with his wife and three children, located on section 23. Union 
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township. Hardin county. He built a small log cabin and moved into it, and 
Mrs. Hauscr stuffed the cracks in the walls with blankets. She used to carry 
her infant on her arm and walk half a mile to get water. Mr. Hauser hauled 
lumber and grain from Waterloo to supply his necessities. They made bread 
from corn and, having no mill, pounded the corn in a hollow stump for a 
mortar. Mr. Hauser had brought with him only fifteen dollars in money, and 
when he obtained three hundred and twenty acres of land from a Mr. Hig- 
gins. traded him a horse and wagon and all his money. Later he bought land 
from the government at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. The 
county was all very wild at this time, and the early settlers must bear the 
hardships incident to pioneer life. The Hauser family still keep as a momento 
the broad ax which Thomas N. Hauser used in hewing the logs for his first 
house. 

Mr. Hauser spent the most of his time on his farm, but was in the grain 
and lumber business at Union for fifteen years, in which he was successful. 
During his lifetime he accumulated a large amount of property. In politics 
he was a Republican, and in 1888 was elected representative to the General 
Assembly from this district, which office he filled acceptably to the people 
and with honor to himself. He took part in the building of the first church 
in Union township, and later in building the first school house. The Hauser 
cemetery, which bears his name, was originally given by a man named Smith, 
but Mr. Hauser donated an addition at the time the Cemetery Association 
was formed, and the cemetery has since been known as the Hauser cemetery. 
Here he was laid to rest after his death, on August 28, 1909, at the age of 
eighty-seven. His wife is still living on the home farm. She was born in 
Owen county, Indiana, on March 23, 1826. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hauser were the parents of ten children : Elias. born in 
1845, was m the one-hundred-days service in the Civil war, and married Har- 
riet Sargent, of Iowa Falls; Sarah Jane was born in 1847; David in 1849; 
William, deceased, in 1852; Harriett was born on October 15, 1854. and mar- 
ried William Herron. and lived in Plymouth county, Iowa, where he died in 
1896. leaving one son. Errol. William Herron was formerly sheriff of Ply- 
mouth county, Iowa ; Errol is now living in Union township. Hardin county, 
Iowa; Kelson O. was born on October 3. 1856, and married Ella Crider. and 
is a farmer in Union township; Leonard was born on March 1, 1859. married 
Anna Hoffman, and is living in Delta. Colorado ; George, horn on October 11, 
i8rti. married Rose Rod well, and lives in Union township; Carie V. was born 
on October 29. 1862, and married Ada Lundy. of Union township; Paulina 



Digitized by Google 



66o 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



was born on November 8, 1865, and married T. R. Madole, of Union town- 
ship; Sarah Jane is the widow of George Lockard, of VVhitten, whose sketch 
see. 

Thomas N. Hauser was a man well known in this county. He was a 
member of the Christian church and a faithful worker in it all his life. He 
Was a man greatly devoted to his family, and a rare exception in his deter- 
mination to see all of his family well situated in life, leaving no stone un- 
turned to make a happy home. He gave to each of his sons a fine farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres when they began life for themselves. A business 
man of uncommon sagacity, his judgment was much respected and he was 
loved for his personal character. 



FRANK M. LOCKWOOD. 

For many years the gentleman whose name heads this review has been 
identified with the milling industry in Hardin county, and during that time 
has acquired a wide acquaintance in the county and established a reputation as 
a square dealing man in business transactions. Frank M. Lockwood was 
born on the Lockwood homestead in Union township, Hardin county, Iowa, 
on October 19, 1861, the son of Lyman H. Lockwood, who was born in Frank- 
lin county, Ohio, on January 21, 182 1, the son of Oliver and Lydia Lock- 
wood, who were the parents of eight children. 

Oliver H. Lockwood, the grandfather, came to Marshall county, Iowa, 
in 1855, took up land there and improved it, living on it until his death, in 
1872. Lyman H. Lockwood was reared on his father's farm, and at the 
age of eighteen he started to clerk in a store, remaining as such until he was 
thirty. On March 9. 1850, he was married to Theresa A. Tate, the daughter 
of Francis Tate, of Virginia. He came to Hardin county poor, but by good 
management accumulated a good amount of property, including a large and 
valuable farm, on which he had erected a comfortable home. He was a 
stanch Republican and a man of some influence in his community, holding 
several local offices, including that of justice of the peace. Lyman H. and 
Theresa Lockwood were the parents of the following children : Otis J., a 
fruit rancher and vineyard owner of Lodi, California, formerly of Union, 
and of Kansas; Ella, who married R. W. Sheets, of Canada; Eliza, deceased: 
Angie A., the wife of S. R. Spurlin. of Union township, mentioned in this 
work elsewhere; Florence, the wife of W. H. Galloway, of Hastings, Ne- 
braska. 
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Frank M. Lockwood attended the home schools, and was at Albion Nor- 
mal for awhile, after which he attended Valparaiso University, at Valparaiso, 
Indiana, for a vear and a half. After finishing' school Mr. Lock wood entered 
the flour mill of H. T. Benson, at Union, and was w ith him at that place and 
Marshalltown for fifteen years. In 1802 he went into partnership with Mr. 
Benson at Steamboat Rock, and remodeled the mill there. This partnership 
lasted six years. While in the milling business Mr. Lockwood had made a 
ide acquaintance and gained a reputation as a careful man of business. In 
1904 he was elected on the Republican ticket as clerk of Hardin county, and 
served from January, 1905, to January, 1909, by his official actions com- 
pletely justifying the faith in him which the voters had shown by electing him 
to this office of trust. In 1908 he purchased the Benson Mills, located a mile 
east of Union, and has since operated these mills, doing a large and lucrative 
business in merchant milling. 

On December 23, 1883, Mr. Lockwood married Mary Holmes, who was 
born at Reeds Landing. Minnesota, the daughter of Joseph Holmes. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Lockwood two daughters have been born: Clara Lucile, who is 
attending normal school at Cedar Falls, and Gertrude Hester, who is attending 
S school at Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Mr. Lockwood has taken a very active part in the councils of the Re- 
publican party of his county. Fraternally, he is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias and Modern Woodmen of America at Eldora. He is a man whose 
years of straightforward and honest dealing have gained for him the confi- 
dence of his neighbors, and have thus made him a man of influence in his 
community, while the geniality and affability of his nature make him welcome 
in any social gathering or group of men. 





: 



GEORGE HAUSER. 



Union township has had no worthier or more highly respected citizens 
than the Hauser family, which has been identified with its progress from the 
pioneer days to the present time, its several members working simultaneously 
for their own advancement and that of the community in general, and they 
are eminently entitled to a place in this history. 

One of the best known of the representatives of this family of the pres- 
ent generation is George Hauser, who was born on the old home place in 
Union township October II, 1861. He is the son of Thomas N. Hauser, one 
of the early pioneers of 1851, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere 
in this work. George Hauser grew to maturity on the home farm, where he 
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worked when he became of proper age, and he received a good common 
school education at Union. 

On December 13, 1883, Mr. Hauser was united in marriage with Rose 
Rod well, daughter of W. H. and Martha (Williams) Rodwell, an early 
pioneer family of Hardin county, having come here in 1869, and they are 
now living in the village of Union. The reader is referred to a complete 
sketch of this family on another page of this work. 

George Hauser first lived a half mile south of Whitten, where he fanned 
for twelve years, then moved to his present place in section 23, Union town- 
ship, where he has continued general farming and stock raising in a manner 
that stamps him as fully abreast of the times. He has kept his place well im- 
proved and under a high state of cultivation, and he has a pleasant home and 
substantial and convenient outbuildings. He erected a splendid, complete and 
model creamery in 1904, and he produces the well known and popular brand 
of "Blue Ribbon" cream, always finding a very ready market for his products. 
He is a very busy man and has made a success of whatever he has turned his 
attention to. In 1901 he took the rural mail route from Union, which he 
still carries. He formerly owned a traction threshing outfit, Mr. Hauser being 
badly crippled in an accident with the engine, which has incapacitated him for 
hard work. 

Fraternally, Mr. Hauser is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Knights of Pythias, both of Union, and he and his wife are 
members of the Christian church and take an interest in the same. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hauser, namely: Bruce, 
Elsie, Pearl, Ross, Wade, Gail and Helen, all at home. 



J. H. CARTER. 

It is both pleasant and profitable to study the life record of such a worthy 
gentleman as he whose name forms the caption of this review, for in it we 
find evidence of traits of character that cannot help making for success in 
the life of one who directs his efforts, as Mr. Carter has done, along proper 
paths with persistency and untiring zeal, toward worthy ends. Having had 
as his close companion through life, upright principles, these worthy traits of 
character have resulted, ns we shall see, in blessing to himself, his family and 
those with whom he has come into contact. 

J. H. Carter, one of the well known and substantial residents of Union. 
Hardin county, was born of an estimable old Southern family, his birth oc- 
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curing in Yadkin county, North Carolina, in 1849. He is the son of Joseph 
W. and Abigail (Reynolds) Carter, who spent their lives on a farm in North 
Carolina and are buried at Boonville, that state, the father's death having oc- 
curred in 1909, at the advanced age of eighty-five years, the mother having 
passed away in 1901, at the age of seventy-six years. They were the parents 
of the following children : Mary married Isaac Caudel and they are living 
in Boonville, North Carolina; Nathan is deceased; J. H.. of this review; Per- 
melia, who married Nathan Adams and she died at the age of forty-two; 
Martha, Caroline and an infant unnamed, all died young of diphtheria ; W. A. 
is living in Union township, Hardin county, Iowa; Olive married Frank Wor- 
den and they live in Yadkinville, North Carolina. 

The paternal grandparents of the subject, Josiah and Elizabeth (Hen- 
shaw) Carter, were natives of North Carolina and spent their lives there. 

J. H. Carter received his early education in the public schools of his na- 
tive state, and when nineteen years of age he started in life for himself. He 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1869, locating at the town of New Provi- 
dence, where he found employment in a steam mill, later worked on a farm. 
In 1872 he married Nancy Johnson, daughter of James and Jemina (Reece) 
Johnson. She was born in North Carolina, and in 1868 she came with her 
parents to Providence township, Hardin county, Iowa, and here met Mr. Car- 
ter and they Avere subsequently married. 

Mr. Carter has devoted the major part of his life to farming. He set- 
tled in section 13, Providence township, where he improved a fine farm and 
met with pronounced success as a general farmer and extensive breeder of 
live stock, and by hard work and close attention to his affairs he laid by a 
competency for his declining years, and in 1909 he retired from active work 
and moved to one of the finest and most desirable residences in the town of 
Union, where he now lives in comfort and quiet. 

Politically, Mr. Carter is a Republican, and he has been more or less ac- 
tive and influential in public affairs, and he held the office of township trustee 
for some time. He and his family are faithful members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and liberal supporters of the same. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Carter: Lavada 
married William Williams, and they are living at Chester, Iowa; Mollie mar- 
ried David Norman and she is now deceased ; Maggie married Bowen Demirt, 
son of A. S. Demitt, mentioned elsewhere in this work, and she is now de- 
ceased; Roy married Pearl Rowan, daughter of A. L. Rowan, of Union 
township; Edna married Charles Norman and they live in Bangor, Iowa; 
Pearl is living at home. 
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SUMNER KEMP. 

The Kemp family has long been regarded as leaders in the affairs of 
Hardin county, and it is one of the old names in the annals of American citi- 
zenship, its representatives having been more or less conspicuous in various 
walks of. life wherever they have dispersed for some four hundred years. We 
first hear of four members of this family settling in Massachusetts, one, Will- 
iam Kemp, arriving there in the ship "James" on April 5, 1635, settling at 
Duxbury ; he was a juryman and adopted freeman on March 5, 1638 or 1639. 
He got a land grant on January 7, 1638 or 1639. Robert Kemp settled in 
Dedham, Massachusetts, and was .adopted to the church on April 24, 1639. 
Edward Kemp also emigrated to that state and settled in Dedham and was 
probably a brother of Robert; he was admitted a freeman on March 13, 1638 
or 1639; he removed to Wareham, that state, in 1651, thence to Chelmsford, 
the same state, in 1655 ; his family consisted of two children, Esther and 
Samuel. Samuel Kemp married Sarah Foster, a daughter of Sergt. Thomas 
Foster, of Braintree, Massachusetts, May 23, 1662, and their children were 
Samuel, Abigail, Zerubbabel, Jonathan, Mahitable and Bithes. Zerubbabel. 
son of Samuel Kemp, settled in Groton, Massachusetts, about 1666; he and 
his wife Mary became the parents of seven children: Zebenezer, Zerubbabel. 
John, Mary,. Doralba, Hezekiah and Sarah. John Kemp, son of Zerubbabel. 
was born in Groton, Massachusetts, January 18, 1707, and lived there until 
his death; his family consisted of the following children: John. Lawrence. 
Oliver, Jabez, Stephen, Henry, A mora and Sarah. Capt. Lawrence Kemp 
was born September 24. 1733. and died in Groton, Massachusetts, October 2. 
1805; he was a soldier in the French and Indian war in Captain Cleve's com- 
pany, of Deerfield. Massachusetts; he was captain of the Thirteenth Company, 
of Colonel David Fields's regiment, was commissioned May 3, 1776, and 
fought in the Revolution at Ticonderoga in 1777 and was captain in Col. 
David Willis's regiment; he removed from Groton to Deerfield; in 1767 he 
moved to Shelburne; on July 4. 1756, he married Dorothy Steffin and their 
children were Oliver. Solomon, John. Hannah. Dorotha, Able, I^awrence and 
Mahitable. Lawrence Kemp, the son of Capt. Lawrence Kemp and grand- 
father of Sumner Kemp, of this review, was born at Shelburne. Massachu- 
setts, March 3, 1776. and died August 3, 1821 ; he married, on October a. 
1799, Mahitable Ellis, of Buckland, Massachusetts. Sumner Kemp was born 
on September 12, 1800, and he died at sea; Lawrence, born September 21. 
1802; Abner, born February 12. 1804; John, born February 6. 1806. and died 
at Heath ; Lucinda, born January 25, 1808. married, October 18, 1827, Orin 
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Dole; Benjamin E., born December 9, 1810, married Sarah Eddy, November 

12, 1834; Joseph, born August 30, 1813, lived at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and 
was in the employ of the United States government; Noah, born February 16, 
181 7, died while single. 

Lawrence Kemp, father of the subject, married Mary Stewart, daugh- 
ter of Enos and Lucretia (Clark) Stewart; her death occurred on December 

13, 1885. To this union the following children were born : Mary Ann, born 
January 4, 1831, married Ashael G. Mathews; they live at Brookline, Massa- 
chusetts, and are the parents of three children, Ella, Anna (deceased) and 
Florence; Sumner, of this review, was born in Shelburne, Massachusetts, 
February 6, 1833; Horace, a farmer, was born August 17, 1835, lived at 
Colerain, Massachusetts, and died in February, 1910; Lucretia, born March 
24, 1838, died December 7, 1891 ; Charles S., born August 4, 1840, died 
November 12, 1862; Ann Jennette, born February 10, 1845, died J ul >' 3*. 
1845; Elsie Cordelia, born July 20, 1847, died September 14, 1865. 

The father of these children received only a common school education. 
He followed the sea on a whaling vessel for four years and later he owned a 
farm near Shelburne, Massachusetts, which he operated successfully. He was 
a Democrat and a man of positive ideas and sterling honesty. 

Sumner Kemp, of this review, was educated in the home schools, and he 
remained under his parental roof-tree until the spring of 1854, when he went 
to Naperville, Illinois; then he met Henry Alden, of Conway, Massachusetts, 
and he and the subject fitted out a covered wagon, purchased a yoke of oxen 
and started west for the purpose of locating a site for a saw mill. They crossed 
the Mississippi river on a ferryboat to Dubuque, Iowa, and went on to Inde- 
pendence, Iowa, thence to Jonesville and Waverly, crossed the Cedar river and 
on to Worth county, this state. For several days at a time they did not see a 
white man or a cabin, the major part of the state then being very sparsely 
settled and the home of various tribes of Indians. From Worth county they 
traveled toward Sioux City ; finding the streams dangerously swollen, they 
followed the river to the site of the present city of Beloit, Iowa, where they 
turned and came back east and on July 1, 1854, located where the town of 
Alden, Hardin county, is now built. Here they erected a log shanty and 
bought a mill site and began getting timber ready for the building of the mill, 
which they finished in May, 1855. Being sick with ague, the subject made a 
trip to Des Moines. He first entered eighty acres of land and operated the 
mill about a year, then sold his interest, and from then on devoted his attention 
to farming, clearing land and similar work. He built a comfortable home in 
section 18, just in the west edge of Alden, for which he sawed out all the tim- 
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bcr. Selling this home in 1908, he built another. He built the home where 
he now lives about 1891 and made all the improvements on the place and has 
devoted all his time to farming and stock raising, being successful in each 
above the average man, and has long been regarded as one of the leading citi- 
zens of this part of the county and is one of the honored pioneers of the 
same, having played well his part in its development all along. He has served 
as trustee, also as councilman of Alden. He votes independently for the man 
whom he regards as best qualified for the office sought. 

Mr. Kemp is one of the honored veterans of the Civil war, who went 
forth to defend his nation's integrity by enlisting on September 27, 1861, in 
Company A, Twelfth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. This company was sent to 
Dubuque, this state, and drilled, thence to the barracks at St. Louis, Missouri, 
then to Smithland, Kentucky, later by boat to Paducah, Kentucky, to Fort 
Henry, that state, later to Fort Donelson, Tennessee, which they captured, 
then ascended the Tennessee river and was in the battle of Shiloh, the sub- 
ject being an orderly for General Tuttle. He was later given duty on a hospi- 
tal boat and went to Cincinnati, Ohio, in charge of a number of sick and 
wounded. After returning he took another load to Keokuk, Iowa, on the 
boat "City of Memphis." Mr. Kemp was in the office of provost marshal of 
Cairo, Illinois, about a year, as clerk, then joined his regiment at Vicksburg. 
He was then sent with the Thirty-fifth Regiment on the Red River expedi- 
tion, under Gen. A. J. Smith and joined General Banks at Alexandra, and 
was in the rear of Banks up Sabine Pass when Banks was attacked and they 
all retreated, but fought a hard battle with the Confederates at Pleasant Hill, 
both sides losing many men. They later retreated to the Mississippi river. 
They had fought for eighteen days and nights. They finally reached Vicks- 
burg. then took a boat to Memphis, and went to the mouth of White river, 
where they had a hard skirmish. Being ill with malaria fever, Mr. Kemp was 
confined in a hospital at Memphis three months and when able he worked 
about that city for a while. He was honorably discharged on Nevember 23, 
1864. According to his comrades he had made an excellent soldier. He was 
never wounded but had a number of "close calls.'' Mr. Kemp is a member ot 
Fairbanks Post No. 436, Grand Army of the Republic, at Alden, Iowa, ot 
which he was commander in 1910. 

Mr. Kemp was first married on December 25, 1855, to Hannah Button, 
of New York state, and to this union five children were born, namely : Eva 
is the wife of Charles Rummel, of Alden, Iowa; Cora, who married Frank 
Joslyn, is deceased; Jessie died in infancy; Mary is the widow of William 
Patterson and lives at Iowa Falls; Charles died when sixteen years of age. 
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Mr. Kemp was married in 1904 to Eva D. Howe, of Ashland, New 
Hampshire, and to this union two children were born, John Sumner and Ruth. 

Mr. Kemp is a well preserved man for his years, has a host of friends 
wherever he is known and is a man of integrity and generosity. 



LEWIS B. MILLS. 

Descended from one of the oldest pioneer families of the state of 
Iowa, his grandfather one of the early settlers of the state, and his father 
one of the first settlers of Hardin county, a member of a family of brave 
and hardy men and women of fortitude, who in all the trials of life stood 
firm and steadfast, Lewis B. Mills is one of the successful young farmers 
of Providence township, Hardin county, where he was born on November 
J3, 1869, the son of Benjamin and Mary Ann (Maulsby) Mills. 

Benjamin Mills was born on February 13, 1829, in eastern Tennessee, 
the son of John and Mary Mills, who came in 1840 in a four-horse wagon 
overland to Keokuk county, Iowa, at a time when the settlements were so 
far apart that they had to go fifty miles to mill in order to secure flour. 
Here Mary Mills died in August, 1846, and John Mills in 1854. In 1856 
Benjamin Mills came to section 18, Providence township, and built a log 
house and encountered the usual hardships of the pioneer. In 1863 he 
moved to sections 20 and 21, in Providence township, and dwelt there 
until his death, in October. 1*897, at the age of sixty-eight. He never cared 
for public office, but was much interested in school affairs, the better appre- 
ciating the advantages of education because of his lack of schooling. He was 
a member of the Friends church. Banjamin Mills was married in Keokuk 
county, Iowa, in 1849, to Mary Ann Maulsby, who was born in Putnam 
county, Indiana, on June 6, 1830, and came with her parents to Iowa in 

1837. Her parents were John C. and — ■ (Moore) Maulsby, who settled 

on Crockett creek when the region was entirely wild. Their family con- 
sisted of two sons and three daughters. Mary Ann Mills died on July 17, 
1898. in her eightieth year, and was buried at Honey Creek cemetery. She 
had lived in Iowa since 1837 and was probably one of the oldest settlers of 
the state. She bore to Benjamin Mills the following children : Charles, a 
farmer of Loup City, Nebraska, who married Alice Bull; Ira, a farmer of 
Deertrail, Colorado, who married Jane L. Presnell ; Sarah Jane, who died 
at the age of twenty and is buried at Honey Creek cemetery ; John, a farmer 
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at Sommers. Iowa, who married Jane Upfortl; Mary, the wife of Silas 
Stinson, a farmer of Altamont, Kansas; Henry, of Sibley, Iowa, who mar- 
ried Edith Peck; Macey, who married Minnie Mann, and is fanning at 
Altamont, Kansas; Lewis B. ; Ava. who married George Bailey of Hardin 
county. Iowa, and Demia, who married Everett Huffman, of Iowa Falls, 
Iowa. 

W hen twenty years of age Lewis B. Mills, having graduated from Provi- 
dence Academy, started out for himself. He began to teach in the winter 
and farm in the summer, and has taught in all thirty-three terms of school, 
mostly in Providence township. He has been prominent among educators of 
bis township and has helped to implant the principles of right living in 
the minds of many who have, come under his care. He has resided con- 
tinuously in Providence township except for four years spent in Ellis. Grant 
and Pleasant townships of Hardin county. His present farm is well improved 
and he carries on profitably general farming and stock raising, keeping 
Poland China hogs, high grade cattle and good horses. Mr. Mills has held 
various school offices in his district. On March 21, 1894, he was married 
to Carrie McFarland. the daughter of U. K. and Martha (Sheldon) McFar- 
land, who was a successful school teacher for two years before marriage and 
two years afterward, and to this union three children have been born. Merle 
D., on November 8. 1896; Millard U. K., on December 7, 1897. and Jessie 
Malo, on October 5, 189/;. These children are bright and interesting young 
people and are all attending the district schools. Mr. Mills and his family 
are members of the Friends church. 

Mr. Mills' experience in teaching has made him widely known in his town- 
ship and county, and his success in this profession, as well as his sterling 
character as a man, have won for him the respect and esteem of those who 
know him. 



RALPH R. CLAM PITT. 

Farming, an occupation formerly held undesirable, is at last coming into 
its own again, and the young men of the present day are turning eagerly to 
the farm as a means of livelihood. For with modern methods of culture and 
modern conveniences, farm life has lost most of its drudgery and its terrors, 
and opens to the average man a life of profitable enterprise, while to the 
young man who, like Ralph R. Clampitt, has prepared himself for his occu- 
pation by a course in an agricultural college, farming opens unlimited possi- 
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bilities. It has been demonstrated many and many a time that the applica- 
tion of scientific principles to farming pays, and pays well, and Mr. Clampitt 
is at present making that demonstration on his old home farm in section 28, 
of Providence township, Hardin county, Iowa. 

Ralph R. Clampitt was born on July 8, 1880, on the old Clampitt home- 
stead where he now lives in Providence township, Hardin county, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thad Clampitt, an account of whose lives is given elsewhere in 
this work. He grew up in the ordinary pursuits of a farm boy, attending the 
district schools in winter, and took a course at Ames Agricultural College, at 
Ames, Iowa. After his marriage he located on his home farm and carried 
on general farming and stock raising very profitably. 

In 1905 Mr. Clampitt was married to Lela Norman, the daughter of Ellis 
and Susan (Poindexter) Norman. Her parents now live in East Bend, 
North Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Norman are the parents of the following 
children: David, of Bangor, Iowa; Lela, the wife of Mr. Clampitt; Charles, 
of Bangor, Iowa; Leecy, Wickliffe, Bessie, Hovey, Hobart, Maud, McKenzie 
and an infant deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Clampitt has been born one child, 
Bruce, on August 31, 1910, a bright and interesting infant. 

Ralph R. Clampitt is a man well liked in his community and has many 
friends, while he and his wife take full part in the social activities of the 
neighborhood. 



WILLIAM H. RODWELL. 

A worthy old pioneer of Hardin county is William H. Rodwell, who, 
after a long life of labor and usefulness, is living retired in a cozy home in 
the village of Union, having come to us from the old Tar state in the early 
days and played well his part in developing the newer Hawkeye country, win- 
ning material success and .the esteem of a wide circle of friends. He has al- 
ways been known as a man of strong convictions, fearless in defense of what 
he believes to be right, and his name has long been a synonym for honesty in 
his dealings with his fellow men. His life has been singularly free from 
faults, and by reason of his genial manner he ranks with the popular and suc- 
cessful citizens of the township where he has so long maintained his resi- 
dence. 

Mr. Rodwell was born in Orange county, North Carolina, in September, 
1832. He is the son of William and Margaret ( Potts) Rodwell, the father a 
native of Warren county, North Carolina, and the mother of Virginia. The 
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Rodwell family was of Scotch descent and was always noted for its sterling 
virtues. The following: children were l>orn to Mr. and Mrs. William Rod- 
well : William H., of this review; Mary, Elizabeth, Anna and one died in 
infancy. 

William H. Rodwell received a limited education in the public schools 
of his native state. When sixteen years of age he moved to Yadkin county, 
North Carolina, and in 1869 made the long overland journey to Bangor, 
Iowa, and in 1872 located in the village of Union, Hardin county. Thus for 
a period of nearly forty years he has been known here and actively identified 
with the growth of this community. He followed various clerkships credit- 
ably and successfully until he retired in 1891. 

Mr. Rodwell was married in 1857 to Martha Williams, who was born in 
Yadkin county, North Carolina, the daughter of C. W. and Ann (Johnson) 
Williams, one of the honored old families of that section of the state. The 
Williams family was of Sctoch descent and the Johnsons were of English 
extraction. 

Mrs. George Hauser, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work, 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Rodwell. 



HENRY ALTHOUSE, SR. 

It is the pride of the citizens of this country that there is no limit to 
which natural ability, industry and honesty may not aspire. A boy born in 
ignorance and poverty and reared under the most adverse surroundings may 
nevertheless break from his fetters and rise to the highest station in the land. 
And the qualities do not have to be of transcendent character to enable him to 
accomplish this result. It is more the way he does it and his skill in grasping 
the opportunities presented, than to any remarkable qualities possessed by 
him. Thousands of young men of the German empire have realized how- 
easy it is for a man of courage and willing hands to rise in our republic, and 
have accordingly cast their lots with us. with the result that they have bene- 
fited themselves and the general communities in which they located. One 
such is Henry Althouse, one of the best known citizens of Ackley. Hardin 
county, a man who has lived to see and take part in the development of the 
town and surrounding country. His life has been exemplary and he has the 
confidence, good will and esteem of all who know him. 

Mr. Althouse was born at Gossfelden, in the province of Hessen- Nassau. 
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Germany, September 2, 1841, and there he grew to maturity and received his 
education, coming to America in 1861, locating in Waterloo, Iowa. He had 
learned the wagonmaker's trade with his father. In 1861, in company with 
his brother John, also a wagonmaker, who was six years older than Henry, 
they started a shop, the subject working for his brother until the outbreak of 
the Civil war, when he proved his loyalty to his adopted country by enlisting 
on December 10, 1863, in Company G, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
as a recruit, joining his regiment at Vicksburg, where they remained until 
March, 1864. Then they were sent into Tennessee, later joined Sherman on 
his Atlanta campaign, being in all his principal battles, and was on the famous 
march to the sea, thence through South and North Carolina, and after the 
battle of Bentonville he went with the troops to Washington, D. C, and took 
part in the Grand Review. His regiment had seen some very hard service, 
which had greatly reduced its ranks, and out of a thousand men and three or 
four hundred recruits, they reached Washington with but four hundred men. 
They were sent to Louisville, Kentucky, to be discharged. Mr. Althouse had 
served about twenty months, in various capacities, as guard to soldiers, pro- 
vost duty, etc., but always with fidelity and gallantry, according to his com- 
rades. He was not sick during the service, coming out sound and hearty. 
After returning home from the army he worked for his brother John a year 
or two, and in 1868 he came to Ackley, Iowa, which was a small village, and 
the country round about was unimproved. He at once set up a shop and has 
continued here in the same line of business for a period of forty-two years, en- 
joying a very excellent trade all the while, and his skill and honesty have 
made him widely popular and his customers have come from remote parts of 
the locality, his being one of the oldest established lines of business in the 
lown, he being one of the two oldest men in business here, Clark Beach having 
come about the same time. For twenty years he has been located at his pres- 
ent place at First and Main streets, having remained close to his bench. For 
years he maintained a blacksmith shop in connection with his wood work. He 
made a great many wagons, which found a very ready sale owing to their 
fine quality- 

Mr. Althouse was always a Republican and loyal to his party's princi- 
ples. He is a member of the Edward H. Mix Post No. 311, Grand Army of 
the Republic, being one of its oldest and most interested members. He is a 
worthy member of the Presbyterian church, although he was reared a Luth- 
eran. 

Mr. Althous'* was married in Waterloo, Iowa, in 1867, to Mary T. 
Tjaden, who was born in Hanover, Germany, and four children have been 
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born to them, namely : Anna, a teacher in the graded schools at Ackley, hav- 
ing taught successfully in Hardin and Grundy counties for years; Katie is the 
wife of George F. Althouse, the well-known editor of Ackley; Henry W. is 
a printer in Ackley; Clara died in infancy. 

This family is one of the best known and highest esteemed in the north- 
eastern part of Hardin county. 



ERASTUS M. CASE. 

Of the many new Englanders who have cast their lot in Hardin county, 
Iowa, and have thereby not only benefited themselves but the general public as 
well, Erastus M. Case, a venerable citizen of Buckeye township, is worthy of 
special mention, for he has always been an honorable, upright man, indus- 
trious, temperate, economical and in every way exemplary in his daily life and 
conduct. He has performed well his part as a factor in the body politic and 
no one questions his standing as one of the leading farmers and worthy citi- 
zens of the township in which he lives. 

Mr. Case is a native of the old Nutmeg state, his birth having occurred 
at Hartford, Connecticut, on September 25, 1832, the son of Stephen and 
Delia (Brewster) Case, the former a native of Connecticut and the latter of 
Vermont. The father, whose death occurred in 1842. was a house joiner by 
trade. In 1857 his widow married a Mr. Seymour, of Kendall county. Illi- 
nois, and her death occurred near Bloomington, that state, in 1876. George 
Case, grandfather of the subject, who lived in Connecticut, was in the Revo- 
lutionary war. The Cases have been well known in certain sections of Con- 
necticut for many generations, from the colonial days to the present. Eight 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Case, all of whom are deceased 
but Erastus M. t of this review; they were, Emily, Julia, Erastus M., Mary, 
Helen, Walter, Martha and Watson P. 

Mr. Case had little chance to attend school, but he has educated himself 
by promiscuous and extensive home reading. When twelve years of age he 
went to Kendall county, Illinois, with an uncle, Albert Brewster, who was 
then a single man, and they remained together eight years, engaged in farm- 
ing, Mr. Case breaking the virgin prairie sod, working thus until he was 
twenty-seven years of age, then started in life for himself by taking up farm- 
ing in LaSalle county, Illinois. On January 7, 1856, Mr. Case was married to 
Adeline Gillham, of Madison county, Illinois, daughter of Frank and Ellen 
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(Atchison) Gillham, the mother a native of Tennessee and the father of Illi- 
nois. He was a farmer and blacksmith. He and his wife lived in LaSalle 
county, Illinois, until their deaths; they were the parents of the following 
children: Lucy, who lives in Colorado; Adeline, wife of Mr. Case; C. B., of 
Madison county, Illinois ; John lives at Radcliffe, Iowa ; George lives in Madi- 
son county, Illinois. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Case: Mary, 
who married Benjamin Baker, lives at Bloomfield, Nebraska ; Julia married 
Freemont Sharp and they live at Marshalltown, Iowa; Frank is deceased; 
Delia married Frank Sharp, and they live in Franklin county, Iowa; Fred- 
erick married Edith Evans, and he is farming with his father in Buckeye 
township; George, who is a carpenter by trade, is living at Kalispell, Mon- 
tana; Martha, Arthur and Maggie are all deceased; the last named married 
John Hun. 

After 1856 Mr. Case moved to Henry, Marshall county, Illinois, and 
was there four or five years, then moved to Macon county, that state, where 
he lived until 1877. He also lived in Decatur City one year, then moved to 
Pleasant township, Hardin county, Iowa, where he lived four years, then 
moved to Tipton township. In 1893 he bought his present farm in Buckeye 
township, then consisting of one hundred and sixty acres. Later he gave the 
right of way and sold the village of Buckeye town site of thirty acres more, 
and he now owns one hundred and twenty acres of valuable and well improved 
land. He has always been a farmer and has been successful, starting in life 
empty handed and pursuing his course without aid from any one. Politically, 
he is a Democrat, but has never aspired to official positions. His wife is a 
member of the Methodist Protestant church. 



ELKANAH REECE. 

The Reece family has taken a prominent part in the history of Provi- 
dence township, Hardin county, and their history has been given at length 
in the sketch of William Reece, the father of Elkanah Reece, who is living 
on the pioneer Reece farm in section 21, Providence township. Elkanah 
Reece was born in Yadkin county, North Carolina, on November 21, 1843, 
and was seven and one-half years old when his. parents took the memorable 
overland trip to Hardin county, which is described in the sketch of William 
Reece. Elkanah Reece, though so voung, still vividly remembers many 
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incidents of this journey, so wonderful an event to him. His parents spent 
the first winter in a broken cabin near Bangor, and William Recce in 185.' 
pre-empted two hundred acres of land on section 21, Providence township, 
to which he brought his family in 1852, and there built a cabin. The early 
schools were poor and Elkanah Keece received but a meager schooling. He 
remained with his father clearing the land on the original farm until he 
was twenty-three, when he married, and settled on land in section 22. adjoin- 
ing the home farm, on which he lived until 1879, when he returned to the 
old farm. In 1882 he sold this farm and went to California, where he bought 
a farm and set it out in fruit. In 1907 he returned to Hardin county, and 
again bought the pioneer farm, where he now resides. 

Elkanah Reece was first married to Rachael Hohson. the daughter of 
William and Sarah Hobson, who came in 1852 to Hardin county and settled 
in section 17, Providence township, and improved the farm, then in 1873 
moved to Oregon and settled at Newburg. where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. William Hobson was the founder of the Friends church 
at Newburg, and of the school known as Pacific College. The children of 
William and Sarah Hobson were Samuel, Rachael, Stephen, Mary. Jessie 
and Anna. Mrs. Rachel Reece was born on December 30. 1846, and died 
on March 2, 1890. aged forty-three years, two months and three days. She 
bore to Mr. Reece the following children: Alida, born on October 1. i8»'& 
who married John Sheldon; Leota, who was born on June 29. 1874. and 
married Morton Walton, of Providence township, who is deceased, to whom 
she bore two children, Ralph Walton and Glen Morton; Waldo H. married 
Inez Lotson and they have one child, Bernard Neal. 

On May 14. 1891, Mr. Reece was again married to Asenath C. Baldwin, 
the daughter of Caleb and Matilda (Lindley) Baldwin. Her parents were 
natives of North Carolina, and in 1869 settled in section 21. Providence 
township, Hardin county, Iowa, then in 1880 moved to Providence village, 
where they lived some time. Her mother, who was born on November 4. 
1822, died in 1882. Mr. Baldwin then married Sarah Hadley, the widow 
of Josephus Hadley, and went to California, where he, who was horn 
on February n f 1819, died on September 20, 1896, and where his wife later 
died. The children of Caleb and Matilda Baldwin were Asenath C. born 
on September 2. 1844; Martha, born on January 28, 1846, who marred, 
on March 25, 1869, George Williams, of Boise, Idaho; Samira. who was 
born on September 24, 1847, and died on November 6, 1847; Man-, born 
on April 2, 1849. whe married Zachariah Morris on March 17, 1870: Caro- 
line, who was born on February 28, 1851, and on April 4, 1878. married 
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William D. Strang, of Providence township; Lindley M., born on March 
l 7> l &53> wno married Sarah Reece, on March 26, 1874, and lives in 
Whittier, California; Hadley J., born on October 12, 1854, who married 
Esther McConnell on November 11, 1875, and died on November 5, 1881; 
Horace, born on July 19, 1856, who, on November 29, 1877, married Mary 
Eliza Hunt, and after her death was married on December 25, 1902, to 
Anna E. Bailey; Albert, born on April 28, 1858, is single; Emily, born on 
March 26, 1865, married Elias N. Parisho on October 28, 1880, and lives 
in Providence township; Oscar was born on January 6, 1863, and married, 
on September 9, 1886, Juliaetta Allen, who died April 24, 1908, and is now 
a resident of Whittier, California, where he married Sarah Gidley, November 
2 3. ! 9 r o; Naomi, born on November 2, 1864, married Thomas C Parisho 
on August 20, 1884, and lives in Greenleaf, Idaho. 

Elkanah Reece is a man who has been successful in all the meanings 
of the word, and gained a reputation among those who know him as a man 
of straight-forward, honest character. He has ever in the course of his own 
long life been true to the example set him by his own father of noble char- 
acter, and now in his later days can look back on a life well spent, and useful 
to the world and helpful to his brother man. 



FRANK HINSHAW. 

The name of Frank Hinshaw is one familiar to the residents of Provi- 
dence township, Hardin county, as that of a hard-working, energetic, neigh- 
borly and accommodating farmer, whose time and toil spent in the cultiva- 
tion of his fertile farm have brought to him prosperity and a competency. 
He was born in Indiana in 1854, the son of John Hinshaw and his second 
wife, Anna (RatclifT) Hinshaw. 

John Hinshaw was a native of North Carolina, and at the age of thirty 
went to Ilenr) county, Indiana, and there engaged in farming, in which he 
spent his life. For a time he farmed in Howard county, but died in Henry 
county, aged seventy-four. In politics he w r as a Republican and served very 
efficiently as justice of the peace. John Hinshaw was one of the nine 
children of Benjamin and Sarah Hinshaw, who spent their earlier life in 
North Carolina, and died in Indiana. Anna Ratcliff was a native of Indiana, 
and died in i860. She bore to Mr. Hinshaw the following children: Nathan. 
Rebecca Ann, Cynthia, John, Jesse, Sarah, Mary and Frank. 
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Frank Hinshaw started out for himself at the age of nineteen and worked 
at various places until he was twenty-eight, when he married Maggie Rat- 
lifT. a daughter of David and Lyriia (Hutson) RatlifT, who came in 1856 
to Hardin county, Iowa, where Mr. RatlifT died October 3, 1908. and his 
widow died December 17, 1910. Mr. and Mrs. RatlifT were the parents 
of the following children: John, Of RatlifT, Hardin county; William, living 
with Mr. Hinshaw; Margaret. Mrs. Hinshaw, who was born in Hardin 
county in 1863; Martha, horn in 1866, who died September 27, 1910, at the 
;ige of forty-three; Mary, born in 1868, married Samuel Stevenson; Clara, 
who died at the age of one and one-half years; Nellie died at the age of 
eight, and Thomas in infancy. 

In 1882, after his marriage, Mr. Hinshaw settled at Liscomb, Marshall 
county, Iowa, and rented for one year, then spent five years in Concord town- 
ship. Hardin county, and thirteen years in Tipton township. Eight years 
ago he settled on his present farm in section 16, Providence township, and 
here carried on general farming, raising fine Shropshire sheep and other 
good stock. Since coming to the farm he has erected most of the buildings 
and improv ed it in many ways, until it is now a farm of which any man would 
be proud. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Hinshaw but one child has been born, Clarence, in 
1886. They have adopted a son, John, born in 1892, whom they have 
cared for as their own. Mr. Hinshaw has found farming profitable and 
as pleasant as could be expected of any occupation, while he is fully aware 
of the advantages which offset the diminishing drawbacks of farm life- 
He takes a full share in all the activities of his community. 



ALBERT N. SWAGGART. 

The record of a self-made man is always one of interest and it may 
be studied with profit by the youth whose destiny is yet a matter for future 
vears to determine, for it necessarily abounds in lesson and incentive. Such 
is that of Albert X. Swaggart, a substantial agriculturist of Providence 
township, Hardin county, who was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, Novem- 
ber 19, 1845, the son of David and Sarah Boyd (Ripley) Swaggart, both 
natives of Pennsylvania. They were early settlers of Tuscarawas county. 
Ohio, and devoted their lives to farming. In 1864 they drove overland to 
Iowa, locating at Berlin, west of Eldora. being seven weeks on this trip- 
The grandfather, Henry Ripley, had come on several years before, having 
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settled on wild land in Pleasant township. After living with the grandfather 
a while, Mr. Swaggart located in Jackson township and he and wife spent 
the balance of their lives m this state, he dying in Providence township 
and she in Hamilton county, Iowa. They were the parents of ten children, 
seven of whom are now living: J. W., of Eldora, Iowa; May Elizabeth 
married J. L. Rash, of Providence township, this county ; Dell is living in 
Nebraska; Virginia F. lives in Kansas; Joseph M. lives in Hardin county, 
Iowa; Emma is teaching school; Albert N. of this review. 

Albert N. Swaggart was educated in the common schools and he started 
to work out at the age of sixteen years. He learned the carpenter's trade, 
which he followed for twelve years. He married, in Grundy county, Iowa, 
in 1874, Nancy E. Meyers, who was born in Benton county, Iowa, the 
daughter of Samuel and Charlotte (Lane) Meyers, the former a native of 
Pennsylvania and the latter of Indiana, her grandfather on the father's 
side having been a native of Germany. Grandfather Isaac Lane was a native 
of Ireland, from which country he emigrated to America and located in 
Indiana, later coming to Benton county, Iowa. Mrs. Swaggart's father 
came west when sixteen years old and located in Muscatine, Iowa, later came 
to Benton county, this state, then moved to Nebraska and finally to Kansas, 
where his death occurred; his widow is living in Oklahoma. They were 
the parents of six children, one deceased. Olive; those living are, Nancy E., 
wife of the subject; William S.. of Oklahoma; Nicholas lives in Kansas; 
l.illie E.. of Oklahoma City. Oklahoma; Rachael lives in Randolph county, 
Nebraska. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Swaggart, namely: 
Herbert S.. is farming in Providence township; Bertha married Thomas 
Chance and they live in Story county. Iowa; Maude married George Tight, 
of Marshall county. Iowa; Henry A. is teaching and living at home; Ruth 
is also a teacher and lives at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Swaggart located in Providence township, this 
county, and on March 15. 1875. he located on the eighty-acre farm which 
he still operates and which he has brought up to a high state of cultivation, 
adding all modern improvements, including a very conveniently arranged 
and comfortable dwelling. Having prospered by hard work and good man- 
agement, he has added to his original purchase until his farm now consists 
of one hundred and forty acres of excellent land. Besides general farming 
he devotes special attention to stock raising, especially cattle. He handles 
draft horses and Poland-China hogs, although he has been practically retired 
from active work for the past three years. Politically he is a Democrat. 
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JOHN MELVEN RINEHART. 

<~ ; There is perhaps no better example of what may be accomplished by 
duty fully done or what obstacles may be surmounted through energy and 
tact than that afforded by the life history of John Melven Rinehart, of Iowa 
Kails. It has been his custom to carefully consider every enterprise before 
undertaking it, but when once embarked, addresses himself manfully to the 
issue and never fails to carry his concerns to successful completion. He 
possesses a broad and generous nature and contributes liberally of his time 
and means to the advancement of all laudable enterprises as well as remem- 
bering charitably the poor and needy of his community. 

Mr. Rinehart was born in Marshalltown, Iowa, December 27, 1865, 
although the regular residence of the parents was at that time Iowa Falls. 
Hardin county. He is the son of John and Polly S. (Lane) Rinehart. The 
father was born in New York city and when young moved to DuPage 
county, Illinois, where he lived until the spring of 1856, and where he was 
married, his wife being a sister of J. T. Lane, whose sketch appears on 
another page of this work. These parents moved to Iowa Falls, Iowa, in 
1856 and here Mr. Rinehart worked at his trade of mason in connection 
with brick work and plastering. In June, 1890, he bought a farm a mile and 
a half northwest of Iowa Falls, where he lived in later years. Up to that 
time he made his home on Oak street, Iowa Falls. He was very successful 
in his life work and a man who was a friend to everyone. There were 
four children in his family, namely: Harriet B., now the wife of John W. 
Atkinson, of Iowa Falls; John M.. of this review; Minnie S., who is the 
Wife of Humphrey Y. Fidler, of Des Moines, Iowa; George T., also of 
Des Moines. The father of these children passed away on February 26, 
1902. The mother, who is now seventy -six years of age, lives in Iowa 
Falls, though she spends her winters in a warmer climate. 

John M. Rinehart grew up at Iowa Falls and received a good education 
in the local schools. While a boy he learned the brick mason's trade with 
his father and when twenty years old he started in business for himself m 
partnership with W. A. Pollock, on the south side of Washington avenue be- 
tween Stevens and Main streets. He remained in business there six years, with 
Mr. Pollock for three years, and then continued in same locality for the 
next three years, having bought Mr. Pollock's interest, at which time he 
moved across the street, next door to the postoffice. and remained there in 
the same business with ever increasing success, up to March, 1008. By 
honest and courteous treatment he built up a fine trade, many of his cus- 
tomers coming from remote parts of the county. 
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In the fall of 1905 when the Home Savings Bank was reorganized, 
Mr. Rinehart took stock in it and was active in its affairs. In "February, 
1906, he became president of this popular and sound institution, the 
responsible duties of which he continued to discharge in a worthy and 
eminently satisfactory manner until February, 191 1. 

Politically, Mr. Rinehart is a Republican, and he has long taken an 
abiding interest in the affairs of his town and county. For two terms 
of two years each he served as a member of the city council. He is prom- 
inent in fraternal circles, belonging to the Knights of Pythias and the 
Masons. He was master of the Masonic lodge for four years and was 
chancellor commander of the Knight of Pythias for one year. 

Mr. Rinehart was married on June 19, 1890, to Grace Marshall, daughter 
of Reuben S. and Matilda (Steffa) Marshall, a well-to-do influential early 
family of Ogle county, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Rinehart have one son, John 
Marshall Rinehart, born August 25, 1894. 

For the past three years Mr. Rinehart has not been actively engaged in 
business. He has traveled extensively throughout the United States, having 
crossed the continent half a dozen times. Personally he is a man who 
. is sociable with all classes, and large-hearted, honest and courteous. 



WILLIAM SCHAFER. 

• 

The race of life is like a horse race; if one is properly started with suit- 
able grooming, such as a good education and proper home training, he will lead 
in the race in after years and enjoy every moment of existence. Such home 
influences were thrown around William Schafer in his early years. Both 
father and mother were people of intelligence, religious instincts and high 
ideals, and their son has endeavored to uphold the honor of the family during 
his entire career, and Sherman township has no more highly respected citizen 
or industrious farmer. 

Mr. Schafer was born in Marshall county, Illinois, January 21, 1865, the 
son of Anton and Susan (Schuck) Schafer, the father a native of Hamhurg, 
Germany, and the mother of Tazewell county. Illinois. The elder Schafer emi- 
grated to America when seventeen years old and located in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, where he worked in a sugar factory. He later came to Marshall 
county, Illinois, and was married in Tazewell county, that state. He became 
the owner of a good farm in Marshall, county on which he lived until his death. 
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on May 29, 1907. His widow is still living there. They were always mem- 
bers of the United Evangelical church, and their family consisted of thirteen 
children, ten of whom grew to maturity, namely : George died when thirty- 
three years of age; John is a retired farmer at Washburn, Illinois; Mary, now 
deceased, married William Gruckmiller, of Osceola county, Iowa ; William, of 
this review; Maggie is deceased; Charles is a merchant at Paulding, Ohio; 
Kate, who lives at Washburn, Illinois, married Reinhold Earing; Lydia died in 
April, 1909; Henry is deceased; Ida lives at Secor, Illinois; Benjamin lives on 
the home place. 

William Schafer received a common school education and lived at home 
until he was twenty-six years old. On January 7, 1891, he was united in mar- 
riage with Bertha Smith, of Tazewell county, Illinois; she was the daughter 
of Peter and Hannah (Grauf) Smith, the father a native of Illinois and the 
mother of Pennsylvania, she being now deceased; they were always farmers. 
Two sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Schafer, Glen B. and Dale E. 

After his marriage, Mr. Schafer rented land in Marshall county, Illi- 
nois, for eight years. He came to Hardin county, Iowa, in the spring of 1901 
and bought one hundred and sixty acres in section 34, Sherman township, 
known as the George Hough place. He erected all the buildings on the place 
except the dwelling and he has done much fencing and tiling. He has rotated 
his crops so as to retain the original fertility of the soil and he raises abundant 
harvests. Stock raising has long been an important factor in his work and 
his fine short-horn cattle, Belgian horses, Poland-China and Chester White 
hogs, also Plymouth Rock chickens always bring high prices when offered 
for sale owing to their superior qualities. In the fall of 1909 Mr. Schafer 
purchased sixty-two acres more land in section 27. Politically he is a staunch 
Republican and he belongs to the Evergreen Evangelical Association. 



JOHX ELLER. 

One would be attempting a task in which failure alone could crown his 
efforts should he attempt to find in the annals of Hardin county a worthier 
or better citizen than the late John Eller, a man who, it is true, did not figure 
prominently in public affairs or carry to successful issue great undertaking* 
of unusual magnitude, but in the more humble walks of life he sought to do 
his duty at all times and under all circumstances as he saw and understood 
the right, thereby winning a host of warm personal friends who regarded him 
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as a high grade and valuable citizen, and it will be a long time indeed before 
he is forgotten here. 

Mr. EUer was born in Tazewell county, Illinois, October 3, 1853, and 
he is the son of John and Justina (Ramage) Eller, natives of Germany, who 
are mentioned at some length in the sketch of Philip Eller on another page of 
this work. These parents came to America in their youth and first settled in 
the state of New York, later came to Tazewell county, Illinois, where they 
secured wild timbered land which they improved into a good farm on which 
the father lived until his death in 1882; the mother is now living among her 
children, of whom there are seven, namely : Mary, Henry, Sarah, Paul, 
Philip, George and Lizzie. 

John Eller was educated in the schools of Tazewell county, Illinois, and 
lived at home until he was married, in February, 1878, to Mary Shafer, who 
was born in Woodford county. Illinois, the daughter of Benjamin Shafer, 
who was born in Grockle-Voeburg, Westphalia, Germany, December 22, 
1817; there he grew up and began life as a fanner, and emigrated to America 
in 1846, and was married in Boston, Massachusetts, May 25, 1852. In 1856 
they located in Washburn, Woodford county, Illinois, where they procured 
wild land, mostly timbered, which Mr. Shafer cleared and developed into a 
good farm. There the mother's death occurred June 30, 1884. They were 
members of the Evangelical church, and their family consisted of six children, 
namely : William, who is living on the old home place in Illinois ; Benjamin 
died December 19, 1884; Mary, who married Mr. Eller, of this review; Car- 
rie lives in Illinois, as does also Lizzie; Ed. lives at Radcliffe, Iowa. Benja- 
min Shafer, the father, was an invalid for fifteen years; his death occurred 
on March 3, 1903. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Eller : Carrie, 
who married Fred Topp. died March 26. 1910; they live in Eddy county, 
North Dakota, and are the parents of six children, Ruben. Clarence, Ray, Ir- 
win, Harold and Wallace, the last named being deceased. Oren Eller, who is 
farming in Eddy county. North Dakota, married Jennie Fett. and they have 
two children, Emerson and Jennie; Benjamin, who is fanning in Sherman 
township, this county, married Lydia Brunemier; Ralph is farming on the 
home place; Annie is living at home; May. who married Fred Kuhfuss, is 
farming in Sherman township, and they have one son, Carroll ; Clarence is at 
home, as is also Dora. 

In 1876 Mr. Eller came to Hardin county. Iowa, and bought one hundred 
acres of land in Sherman township, where the family now live, the land then 
being in the raw state; he returned to Illinois, but he and his wife came back 
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and located on the place in 1878. He first put up a shanty and later, as he 
prospered through hard work and good management, put up fhe present home 
and made all the modern improvements on the place just as they stand today, 
and added to his first purchase until he owned three hundred and forty acres 
of very valuable and productive land, also owned a quarter section in Eddy 
county, North Dakota. He built a fine home and kept everything about the 
place in shipshape. He paid a great deal of attention to stock raising and 
always kept good grades of various types, and no small part of his annual 
income was derived from marketing his live stock, which he knew well how 
to prepare so as to bring fancy prices. He was regarded as one of the town- 
ship's best farmers and stock men. 

Mr. Filer was a Republican, but did not aspire to public offices. He was 
a member of the United Evangelical church. 

The death of Mr. Eller occurred on March 10, 1906. His widow and 
some of the children still live on the home place, carrying out the work he 
inaugurated and successfully managing the same. 



WILLIAM H. SWAN AY. 

The life of William H. Swanay, now living retired in his pleasant home 
in Iowa I 'alls, has l>cen one of unceasing industry and perseverance 
and the notably systematic and honorable methods he has followed have won 
him the unbounded confidence and regard of all who have formed hi* 
acquaintance. For many years he was one of the community's leading 
agriculturists and stock men. 

Mr. Swanay was born in Jo Daviess county. Illinois, April 24, 1851. 
and he is the son of Samuel and Mary Ann (Vincent) Swanay, the mother 
born in Cornwall. England, April 15. 183 1. and when five years old her 
parents brought her to America. She now resides at Alden, Iowa, and, 
although eighty years of age. is hale and hearty and keeps house alone tor 
herself. The father, who was born in Glasgow. Scotland, about 181 6. came 
tc America in early childhood. He engaged in farming in Illinois and also 
kept a country hotel along the old stage route to Galena, that state. He went 
to California about the time his son, William II., of this review, was horn. 
His quest for gold in the far West resulted in many perilous adventures, 
being frequently annoyed by wild Indians, who stole his horse on one 
occasion. Returning from the West, he bought a farm in Illinois and also 
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went into the hotel business and remained there until the subject was twelve 
or thirteen years old. Then the father went to Montana, returned to Illinois 
but went back a second time to Montana and remained there until his death. 
He was a man of sterling traits, courageous, industrious and a typical 
frontiersman. 

When William H. Swanay was about thirteen years old he began work- 
ing out on farms, continuing thus until he was twenty-three years old. In 
1874 he was married to Hester Bastian, daughter of John anil Ann Bastian. 
One daughter was born to this marriage, Cora, who married John Allen 
and who now lives at Waterloo, Iowa, Mr. Allen being an engineer on the 
Illinois Central railroad; they have three children, Robert, Lloyd and 
Beatrice. 

After his marriage the subject came to Hansel, southwest of Hampton, 
Iowa, and farmed a year, then went to Virginia City, Nevada, and worked 
in the great Sutro tunnel, running from the Carson valley to the mines at 
the foot of Davis mountain, a huge mining project, a tunnel made for the 
purpose of hauling ore and running mail trains through. Mr. Swanay re- 
mained there seventeen months, then returned to Illinois and worked in the 
lead and "black jack" mines, near Galena. While there his wife died about 
December 15, 1879. He continued mining for some time. On December 
8, 1 88 1, he was married to Wilhemina E. Rouse, daughter of George and 
Harriet (Kirkby) Rouse. She was born in Joe Daviess county, Illinois, and 
she and Mr. Swanay were schoolmates in childhood. This union has resulted 
in the birth of five children, namely : Orlando, who married Ethel Hos- 
tettler, lives on a farm in Alden township and has four children, Naomi, 
Thelma, Erma and Bernice. Luella married Irvin Warne and lived on a 
farm in Alden township near where Orlando resides; she has two children, 
Floyd and Henry. Leslie is at present working for his sister and her hus- 
band. Mr. and Mrs. Warne. Blanche married Frank Letts and lives in Iowa 
Falls. Elmer died when fourteen years of age. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Swanay remained in Illinois four 
years, then came to Hardin county, Iowa, and rented a farm in Alden town- 
ship. In 1891 he bought two hundred and forty-five acres there, on which 
they lived six years. In 1897 he sold out and entered the hardware business 
at Williams, continuing the same ten months, when this business was sold 
and a farm of one hundred and sixty acres was purchased in Alden township. 
After living there four years they sold out and bought back the old farm, 
also more land adjoining, making an excellent farm of three hundred thirty- 
eight and one-half acres. They sold this in 19 10, but remained on the place 
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until February 27, 191 1, when they moved to Iowa Falls, where they pur- 
chased a good residence and are now living retired, He owns a good general 
store at Buckeye, which he purchased in 1910. 

Mr. Swanay is a member of the Yeoman lodge and he and his wife art 
both members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Swanay got his start by being economical when in the mines and 
while renting. He then made a first payment on a farm and paid it out a: 
fast as possible. W hen he came back from the West he lived at Council Hill 
near Galena, and worked in the old Flat sheet lead mine one winter, then 
went to the "black jack" mines at Sand Prairie also near Galena. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swanay are pleasant people to know; they have worked 
hard and been successful and are deserving of the respite they are now en- 
joying. 



ELWOOD BROGAN. 

Success in this life comes to the deserving. It is an axiom demonstrate] 
bv all human experience that a man gets out of this life what he puts into 
it, plus a reasonable interest on the investment. The individual who inherit? 
a large estate and adds nothing to his fortune cannot be called a successful 
man. He that falls heir to a large fortune and increases its value is success- 
ful in proportion to the amount he adds to his possession. But the man who 
starts in the world unaided and by sheer force of will, controlled by correct 
principles, forges ahead and at length reaches a position of honor among 
his fellow citizens, achieves success such as representatives of the two for- 
mer classes can neither understand nor appreciate. To a considerable extent 
Klwood Brogan. long a well-known and successful stock man of Iowa Kalis, 
is a creditable representative of the class last named, a class which has fur- 
nished much of the bone and sinew of the country and added to the stability 
of our government and its institutions. 

Mr. Brogan was lx>rn in Muscatine county. Iowa, December 19. 1858. 
the son of Wesley and Permelia (Bachelor) Brogan The Brogan family 
is of Irish stock, and the father was born and reared near Cincinnati. Ohio, 
and was educated in the public schools. He was married there and brought 
his family to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1870. where he became well estab- 
lished and an influential citizen. He is still living. His family consisted 0: 
the following children: Leroy; Morris makes his home in Minnesota; 
Elwood. of this review: Kthlena married Osborn Young and they live it- 
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Franklin county, Iowa; Mary is the wife of William Hartwig, of Cerro 
Gordo county, Iowa; Cora married Melvin Bowen, of Cerro Gordo county; 
Jesse also lives in that county; Ackley lives in Misserba, Iowa; Aurilla is 
the wife of William Brower. 

Elwood Brogan grew up on the home farm and when old enough 
assisted with the general work about the place, attending the public schools 
in the winter months. He came with his father to Hardin county, Iowa, 
in 1870, and here he followed herding cattle for seven years, later turning 
his attention to farming, having purchased a farm. He moved to Iowa 
Falls in 1893 and subsequently began buying live stock, which he shipped 
to the Chicago market, and he has continued that line of endeavor to the 
present time, having met with a large measure of success all along the line 
and building up an extensive and satisfactory business, becoming known as 
one of the leading stockmen of the county, and it would indeed be difficult 
to find a better judge of live stock. 

Mr. Brogan was married in 1882 to Elizabeth Francis, daughter of 
Thomas and Margaret (James) Francis, both parents being born in Wales. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Brogan four children have been born, two of whom are 
living, namely: Ray died when a little over one year old; Mildred, born July 
15, 1886, married R. O. Fowler and lives in Iowa Falls; Edna Belle, born Aug- 
ust 16, 1888, is also at home and has attended Ellsworth College and North- 
western and Columbia Universities; Margaret, born May 10, 1898, died when 
eleven months old. 

Politically, Mr. Brogan is a Democrat and while he lias never been an 
aspirant for public honors he takes the interest of a good citizen in public 
affairs. Fraternally, he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows. Personally, he is a hale fellow well met, friendly, a good mixer and 
wins and retains friends without effort, for he is at all times a gentleman, 
obliging, unassuming and honest to the letter in his dealings with his fellow 
men. 



CARL L. GADE. 

Prominently identified with the industrial and civic affairs of Hardin 
county is Carl L. Gade, one of the well-known Gade brothers of Iowa Falls. 
He has so directed his efforts along worthy lines of endeavor that he has en- 
deared himself to his fellow citizens, for whatever his hands and mind have 
found to do he has done it with all his might, and having attained a command- 
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ing position among his contemporaries he wears his honor in a becoming 
manner. He is not only widely known as an extensive manufacturer, but 
also as a large land owner. 

Mr. Gade was born at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, on December 29, 1869, 
and he is the son of Fred Gade, Sr., and Mary (Medaus) Gade, whose rec- 
ords appear in another part of this volume. 

The boyhood of Mr. Gade was spent on his father's farm, and he con- 
tinued farming until he grew to manhood. He received, like his brothers, a 
good education in the common schools. He accompanied the family to Iowa 
in 18/6 and lived in Wright county until they moved to Williams, Iowa, in 
which place he engaged in the real estate business, bought and sold farms 
and met with a large degree of success. Part of the time he and his three 
brothers worked together in the real estate business. In 1903 he came to 
Iowa Falls and engaged in the manufacture of air-cooled gasoline engines, as 
told in the record of the Gade Brothers Manufacturing Company, appearing 
elsewhere in this work, and he is now president of that company, whose ex- 
tensive and rapidly growing business has been due in no small measure to his 
indomitable energy, his wise foresight and judicious counsel. He has proven 
himself to be a man of rare business discrimination and acumen and he brings 
to successful issue whatever he turns his attention to. He is one of the pro- 
prietors of the Gade Excavating Company of Iowa Falls, whose business is 
making dredges and also doing dredging, digging open ditches, placing tile, 
constructing sewers, etc.. under contract, and they carry on a very large busi- 
ness in this connection. Besides these two enterprises, Mr. Gade also began 
in 1910 the manufacture of an all-steel hog rack, made to fit any wagon-box, 
to be used for hauling hogs safely and comfortably. It can be put on in a 
few'seconds, fastening to the box by six hooks, three on each side, which hook 
in eyes bolted to the box. thus holding the rack securely, and there is no dan- 
ger of the hogs lifting it up or of its jarring off the box. The eyes remain 
bolted to the box all the time, and are always ready, and the rack is quickly 
removed by simply taking out two pins and two bolts. This device is becom- 
ing very popular and is a ready seller, for all farmers know the danger of 
hauling their hogs to market in hot weather in an enclosed top box, to say 
nothing of the time lost and trouble in placing an improvised rack of one? 
own. The rack is thirty-six inches high, the same height as a three-deck box. 
and it weighs one hundred and fifty pounds. In the same factor)' Mr. Gade 
also makes an adjustable steel farm gate, which is having an excellent sale. 
Both of these devices are light, very strong and durable, cheap and efficient 
Mr. Gade well knows the need for such articles, he himself being a fanner 
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and reared on a farm. He is now the owner of very valuable lanu aggregat- 
ing two thousand and seven hundred acres in Wright, Chickasaw and Floyd 
counties, also hundreds of acres elsewhere, in Pope county, Minnesota, and in 
Canada. He has managed with tactful success large enterprises and is one 
of the leading and substantial business men of Hardin county. 

Although a man of large affairs and with enough business to look after 
to completely disconcert the average man, he has it all under such a superb 
system that he experiences no trouble in doing the daily duties that come up 
before him. He has always found time to take a prominent part in the af- 
fairs of the community and has assisted in whatever way possible in its up- 
building. He has been a member of the Iowa Falls city council for the past 
five years and has stood loyally for the city's progress. Fraternally, he be- 
longs to the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Masons. 

Mr. Gade is a very pleasant gentleman to know — kind, obliging, a good 
mixer, frank and unassuming — and he is in every sense of the word one of 
the sterling representatives of the twentieth-century men of affairs of the 
Hawkeye state. He has never married. 



WILLIAM F. OTTO. 

It has always been a noticeable tact that the German people arc thriftier 
than we and that, everything being equal, they, as a rule, become the pos- 
sessors of property earlier than the young men of other nationalities. This 
fact need not be wondered at when we come to consider the matter from the 
proper viewpoint, owing to the fact that the German is more industrious and 
less extravagant, keeping in mind the aphorism that "a dollar saved is a dol- 
lar made." However, he does not necessarily deny himself the necessities of 
everyday life, and believes in having a good sprinkle of its luxuries, but he 
has taught himself to get along with less of the so-called good things of the 
material world than we of the present generation especially. In other words, 
Americans are better spenders, and it is no credit to us to say that we are, as 
a rule, not willing to do whatever falls to our lot with equal grace, being in- 
clined to rebel if we can not secure just the precise line of work that suits our 
particular fancy, while, on the other hand, the young German coming to this 
country will work at whatever is honorable in o-der to get a foot hold in the 
world. 
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One of this worthy number is William T. Otto, a successful farmer of 
Concord township, Hardin county. He was born in Germany on December 
9, 1859, the son of August Otto and wife. He grew to maturity in his native 
country and was educated there. Believing that the great republic across the 
western sea held greater advantages than his own, he emigrated to the United 
States in 1884, being the only member of the family to come to our shores. 
He first went to Sterling, Illinois, where he engaged as a hired hand for 
various farmers. Later he rented land and farmed for himself, thereby get- 
ting a good start. He remained in the vicinity of Sterling about ten years, 
then came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1895, anc * purchased an excellent farm 
in section I, Concord township. He has improved the place and put it un- 
der a high state of cultivation, and has a very neat home, and some good 
grades of live stock are always to be seen about his fields. 

Mr. Otto was married in 1899 to Mary Doering, a daughter of Fred 
Doering and wife, natives of Germany. This union has resulted in the birth 
of the following children: Eda, Mabel, Elizabeth, Karl and William. 

Politically, Mr. Otto is a Democrat, and a member of the Evangelical 
Lutheran church. 



GEORGE H. HAKE. 

Prominently identified with the industrial and civic affairs of Hardin 
county is George H. Hake, one of the leading farmers and stock men of this 
locality, residing on a beautiful farmstead in Sherman township, which he has 
improved in a manner as to stamp him as one of the progressive, modern 
agriculturists of the twentieth century. He is a member of that coterie of 
thrifty citizens who have come into our midst from Tazewell county, Illinois, 
his birth having occurred there on February 15, i860, and he is the son of 
Herman and Marie (Zimmerman) Hake, the father a native of Prussia and 
the mother of Bavaria. The elder Hake emigrated to America with his par- 
ents in 1848 and settled in Buffalo, New York, where his parents died. About 
1854 Herman Hake came to Tazewell county, Illinois, and bought wild land, 
mostly timbered, which place he improved, established a good home and lived 
there sixty years, and there his widow, whom he married in that county, still 
lives, being now seventy-five years of age. He was a meml>cr of the Evangel- 
ical Association, to which his widow also belongs. He held several town- 
ship offices, and he cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln. They were the 
parents of ten children, four of whom died young, namely: Emma married 
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J. C. Schuster, of Chicago, where he is a minister in the Evangelical church; 
Madeline married Rev. August Braeichle, of Murdock, Nebraska, minister in 
the Evangelical church; Sarah, who is deceased, married Philip Eller, of 
Sherman township, and who is mentioned at length in another part of this 
work; George H., of this review; John is farming in Tazewell county, Illi- 
nois; Silas is farming on the old home place in Illinois. 

The subject received only a limited education in the common schools of 
the old-fashioned type, a log building, equipped with slab seats. He lived 
at home until he was twenty-two years old and worked out until he was 
twenty-five years old. He was married, March 6, 1884, to Elizabeth Eller. 
of Groveland, Illinois, a daughter of John and Justina (Ramige) Eller, na- 
tives of Germany, who are mentioned at some length in the sketch of Philip 
Eller in this work. 

Eight children, one of whom is deceased, were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Hake, namely: Herman died when thirteen years old; Marie, Benjamin. 
Jessie, Ruth, Martha and Esther (twins) and Homer. 

After his marriage Mr. Hake lived in Tazewell county, Illinois, for two 
years, then went to Sutton, Nebraska, and bought eighty acres of wild land 
which he improved and on which he lived for ten years, and there got a good 
start ; then he sold out and moved to Belle Plain, Iowa, where he bought one 
hundred and twenty acres. This he likewise improved, but sold after living 
there two years, and came to Sherman township, Hardin county, first buying 
one hundred and sixty acres in section 1, and lived there two years, then sold 
out and in 1906 bought two hundred and twelve acres, known as the Einn 
farm. Here he has since maintained his home, and kept the place highly im- 
proved and well cultivated. He has made many excellent improvements here, 
including a commodious, modern, two-story, nine-roomed house and a sub- 
stantial barn thirty-two by forty feet ; he has set out a large number of fruit 
and shade trees and has a large orchard of a fine variety. He has one of the 
most attractive and desirable farms in the township. He has made stock 
raising an important part of his vocation and always keeps a splendid variety 
of stock, making a specialty of short-horn cattle. DuroC-Jersey Reel hogs, and 
good horses and mules. 

Mr. Hake is a Democrat in politics and he has been trustee and director 
in the local school board. He is a member of the United Evangelical church, 
and has been a class leader for several years, also a Sunday school teacher. He 
seems to carry the high principles of living he seeks to inculcate in the church 
into his daily life and thereby he has won the confidence and good will of all 
who know him. 
C44) 
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FRED C. TAPPS. 

Life is pleasant to live when you know how to make the most of it. Some 
people start in life as if they had weights on their souls, or were afraid to 
make the necessary effort to live up to a high standard. Others by not mak- 
ing the proper studv of the conditions of existence, or by not having that 
Messed trainer, a pood and intelligent mother, are side-tracked at the outset 
and ne\er -rem thereafter able to get back on the main track. Much de- 
pends on the start, just as it doc* in a race. It would seem from the large 
success that has attended the efforts of Fred C. Tapps. farmer and stock man 
of Sherman township. Hardin county, that he not only got a proper start on 
the highway of life, but that he has been able to maintain the proper course 
all the while; but those who know him, his methods and innate characteristics, 
are not at all surprised that this is so. 

Mr. Tapps was born at Plattville, Wisconsin, January 26. 1865. He is 
the son of Ferdinand and Hannah R. (Probst) Tapps. natives of Hanover. 
Germany, where they grew to maturity, were educated and where they were 
married on January 25, 1854. They subsequently emigrated to America, lo- 
cating in the state of Xew York, going to Plattsville, Wisconsin, in 1856. 
thence, in 1870. came to State Center. Iowa, where they bought government 
land, and in 1873 they moved to Marshall county and later to Grundy county, 
this state, the father dying in the latter county on October 3. 1896, at the age 
of scventv-three years; the mother survives, being now advanced in age. and 
is making her home with her children. Ferdinand Tapps spent his life as a 
fanning in Marshall county. Iowa: William is also farming in 

Marshall 

member of the Lutheran church, to which his wife also belongs, both having 
joined in their youth. They were the parents of the following children: Au- 
gust is now farming in Calhoun county. Iowa: Carrie is deceased; Henry is 
farming in Marshall county. Towa: William is also farming in Marshall 
county: Minnie is deceased; Fred of this review; John is in the butcher busi- 
ness at RadclifT, Iowa; three children died in early life. 

Fred Tapps of this sketch had little chance to attend school, but he has 
subsequently become well informed by home reading and actual contact with 
the world. He lived at home until he was twenty years of age. then began 
farming in Marshall county. Iowa. On July 9. 1890. he was united in mar- 
riage with Mary Conrad, of Grundy county, daughter of Jacob and Phoebe 
Probst, the father a native of Indiana and the mother of Pennsylvania. They 
were pioneers of Grundy county and the town of Conrad was nuned after him 
He devoted his life to farming. His wife died on October 3. 1897. They were 



Digitized by GoogI 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



691 



the parents of the following children : Mary, wife of Mr. Tapps of this review ; 
Qara is deceased; Ed lives at Grand Meadows, Minnesota; Olive and Hardin 
live in Grundy county, Iowa; Maggie is the wife of John Tapps, of RadclifTe, 
Iowa; Fred is at home; two children died in early life. One child, Frank M., 
has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Tapps. 

Mr. Tapps farmed in Marshall county nine years after his marriage, then 
moved to Webster City, Iowa, later spent one year in Conrad township and 
three years in the town of Conrad. He then went to Minnesota, where he 
lived nine months, then bought the place where he now lives, which consists 
of one hundred and sixty acres, in section 34, Sherman township. He has 
made additions to the house, built a good barn in 1899 and made many other 
valuable improvements. In connection with general farming he raises short- 
horn cattle, draft horses, Duroc-Jersey Red hogs and a good line of poultry. 

Politically, he is a Republican and has held a number of township offices. 
He is a worthy member of the Evangelical church. 



FRANCIS A. GOGERTY. 

The history of Francis A. Gogerty and that of Grant township, Hardin 
county, is pretty much one and the same, in view of the fact that he was the 
first white child born within her borders and has spent his entire life here, 
playing well his part in the upbuilding of the same. His birth occurred here 
on July 23, 1856, and he is the son of Bernard R. Gogerty, who was born No- 
vember 12, 1827, in Orange county, New York. He was the first settler in 
Grant township, Hardin county, Iowa, having come here in 1855. He was the 
son of William and Catherine (Lajambres), the former a native of France 
and the latter of Canada. Bernard R. Gogerty first started in life as a var- 
nisher and finisher in New York city, later going to Philadelphia, where he 
worked at his trade. On April 19, 1852, he married Lidia A. Yocum, who 
was born April 20, 1832. In 1854 they went to Altoona, Pennsylvania, and 
in 1855 tnev came to Marshall county, Iowa, moving to Grant township, Har- 
din county, on July 2, 1856. During the previous spring he had broken some 
of the land and built a house. They became the parents of eleven children, 
five of whom are now living, namely: Francis A., of this review; Henry B., 
born November 3, 1857, married Ann Patzen and they live in Grant town- 
ship and have two children, William H M who married Nellie Adams, and 
Lewis, who is at home. David M. Gogerty, who was born in Philadelphia, 
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Pennsylvania, on September 16, 1861, married Lizzie Haggin; they live at 
Zearing, Iowa, and have five children, Mertie, Jennie, Bessie, Claude and 
Richard. William II. Gogerty was born January 20, 1863, is a farmer and 
stock dealer at Zearing, Iowa ; he married Jennie Haggin and they have nine 
children, David, Ida, Berry, John, Henry, Edith, Grace, Cecil and Nell. Man 
C. Gogcrtv. born January 5. 1864, in Marshall county, Iowa, married George 
Horton, of Chug Water, Wyoming, and they have five children, Mary, Lydia. 
Ida. David and Francis. The deceased children of the subject are. Lydia. 
Annie, Ida, Maggie, John and Bernard. 

The subject s parents were members of the Catholic church, and politi- 
cally he was a Democrat and active in political affairs. He first got eighty 
acres of land, to which he added until he had a good farm of two hundred 
acres. In 1859 he was burned out, losing everything. After this he went 
back to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he remained three years. In :86j 
he enlisted for service in the Union army, in Company G, Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and served twenty-two months at the front. 
He became well known in Hardin county. His death occurred in March, 
1906, and his wife died in 1901. 

Francis A. Gogerty received his education in the home schools, was reared 
on the home farm where he worked when a boy. He made a start for himself 
about 1880, and on December 13th of that year he married Mary L. Moon, 
who was born in Cedar county, Iowa, the daughter of Henry and Martha 
(Mevers) Moon, the father born in county Tipperary, Ireland, and the 
mother in Richfield, Ohio. When twenty years old he emigrated to America 
and located in Cedar county, Iowa, being among the early settlers there. In 
1873 he located in section 25, Grant township, Hardin county, where he 
remained two years, then moved to section 32, where he now resides, having 
established an excellent home here. His family consists of the following chil- 
dren: William, who is living at home; John is deceased; Mary L., wife of 
the subject; Frank is farming in Tipton township, this county; Susie lives in 
Portland, Oregon; Jane lives at Zearing, Iowa; Martha lives at Iowa Falls; 
Charles lives at Zearing; Lute also lives at Zearing; Margaret lives at Mt 
Vernon, South Dakota; Richard is deceased. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Gogerty: Ber- 
nard R.. who was formerly a teacher for seven years, is now farming at Like 
Crystal, Minnesota; Francis H. is a clerk in a general store at Bloomville. 
Iowa; Mary L.. who lives with her brother at Lake Crystal, Minnesota, has 
taught school for seven years; Lydia A., Martha A.. Margaret, Leona A and 
Susie E. are all at home. 
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These children all attended the home schools, the three oldest graduating 
from the Hubbard high school, Lydia A. graduating af Zearing, Iowa; Mar- 
garet is now attending school at Hubbard, this state. 

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Gogerty began fanning in section 
28. Grant township, where they have since maintained their home, their fine 
farm now consisting of two hundred and eighty acres, all of which he has 
placed under a high state of cultivation and improvement. In 1892 he moved 
his family to Hubbard, where they remained eleven years. He has been 
engaged successfully in railroad contracting from time to time, on the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the Chicago, 
Rock Island & Pacific, also the Mason City & Ft. Dodge railroad and the 
Illinois Central. In 1901 he built his first twelve miles on the "Short Line" 
railroad. He has been very successful in a business way and is one of the 
substantial men of his community, and, having always dealt fairly with his 
fellow men, he is eminently deserving of what he has achieved in the way of 
material success and the esteem which is held for him by all classes. Polit- 
ically, he is a Republican and he haf held a number of township offices. 



STEPHEN EUGENE LATHROP. 

The early life of Stephen Eugene Lathrop, one of Hardin county's pro- 
gressive citizens, was spent in such a manner as to develop a strong, inde- 
pendent and sturdy manhood and a frugal and thrifty mentality which is very 
largely responsible for his subsequent success in life. Prosperity seems to 
have attended every worthy effort he has made, with the result that before the 
evening of life advances upon him he finds himself and family very comfort- 
ably situated, and the future, whatever it may have in store for him and his, 
inspires no shadow of fear in his breast. 

Mr. Lathrop was born near Muncie, in Delaware county, Indiana, May 
14, 1852. He is the son of Ichabod and Catherine (Humphrey) Lathrop, 
\vho emigrated to Iowa in pioneer times and entered the first land in Etna 
township, in section 34. the same section in which the town of Abbott was 
later built. The place consists of one hundred and eighty acres and is still 
held by the family, having never been in any other hands since the government 
deeded it to the elder Lathrop. Here he became well established through hard 
work and good management, becoming one of the substantial and well-known 
men of his times, and he continued to live on the homestead until his death. 
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on August 13, 1S96, on his eighty-second birthday. His widow made her 
home with the son, Stephen E. of this review, until her death, in July, 189;. 
Ichabod Lathrop was born in Genesee county, New York, on August 13, 1814. 
His father, Isaac Lathrop, was born in Connecticut, and his mother, known 
in her maidenhood as Lois Sawyer, was born in New York. In 1818 the 
family moved to Jefferson county, Indiana, and on to Illinois in 1822, being 
pioneers of those states; then, in February, 1823, mother died, leaving 
ten children, of whom Ichabod was the youngest. He returned to Jefferson 
county, Indiana, and lived with his brother, Lyman G. Lathrop, until 1833. 
Later he went to Tippecanoe county, that state, and in 1836 married Cath- 
erine Humphreys. In 1839 they moved to Muncie and from there, in 1853. 
they moved to Iowa, bringing their earthly belongings overland in an old- 
fashioned covered wagon. 

When Stephen E. Lathrop was one year old his parents brought him to 
Etna township. Hardin county, Iowa, near where the village of Abbott now 
stands, thus making him one of the first settlers of this locality, and here lie 
grew up on his father's farm, w hich lie worked on when he became of proper 
age. and here be has been content to spend his life. He enjoyed the advan- 
tages of a liberal education, having passed through the local common sdioois 
and Cornell College at Mt. V ernon, Iowa, where he finished the normal course, 
also the business and commercial course. Thus well equipped for his life 
work, he taught twenty-one terms in the home school where he was reared, 
the only common school he ever attended and the only one he ever taught in 
Hardin comity, the Hazel Green school at Abbott. He also taught ten terms 
in Grundy countv before teaching his home school. He became known as one 
of the leading educators in this section of the state and gave eminent satis- 
faction both to pupils and patrons. He began farming while teaching and 
continued agricultural pursuits successfully until 1907. He then spent a 
year with Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Clover, traveling in Idaho and California. Re- 
turning to Hardin county, he bought a home in Iowa Falls and has re- 
mained here ever since. 

Mr. Lathrop was married on October 2. 1884. to Elizabeth Wilson, of 
Traer. Iowa. She was born at Flainfield. Will county. Illinois, the daughter 
of Andrew and Mary Wilson, natives of Ayrcshire. Scotland, from which 
country they emigrated to America in 1S42 and located in Illinois, moving *- n 
Traer, Iowa, in 1865. They were highly respected and energetic, and Mr?. 
Lathrop is a lady of many praiseworthy characteristics. 

Besides his interest in the old home. Mr. Lathrop is the owner of two 
hundred and fifty acres of valuable and well improved land adjoining Abbott. 
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He and his wife have no children. They are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, he having been affiliated with the same since early in life. Fra- 
ternally, he belongs to the Modern Woodmen. 

Mr. Lathrop is a genial and companionable gentleman, well liked wher- 
ever he is known. He has kept well abreast of the times on all current sub- 
jects and is familiar with the world's best literature. He enjoys the distinc- 
tion of being the oldest settler in Etna township now living, and there are 
very few who have lived in Hardin county as long as he has, although he is now 
merely at the threshold of old age, being still hale and active and apparently 
a man of middle age. His sister, Elizabeth H. Lathrop, now makes her home 
with him. She taught school from 1864 to 1881, and also attended school 
during that period and secured a first class certificate. For the past twenty- 
two years she has been blind, but bears her misfortune most bravely and with 
rarer fortitude than is commonly seen. She was a very successful teacher 
and is a woman of high intellectual attainments. A brother, Warren D. 
Lathrop, lives at Cherokee, Iowa; he is married, as is also Martin Lathrop, 
who is the owner and operator of a good farm near Trenton. Missouri ; H. B. 
Lathrop lives at Marshalltown, Iowa. 



HERMAN F. PATZER. 

The Patzer family is highly honored and well known in the locality of 
which this history treats, and they are well worth a careful consideration by 
the readers of this work. One of the best known and most highly respected of 
the younger members of this worthy family is Herman F. Patzer, who was 
born in Prussia, Germany, August 19, 1870. He is the son of Louis and 
Mary (Kison) Patzer, in whose family there were six children, two dying 
in Germany; Emil came to America and died in Grant township, this county, 
June 5, 1902; Herman F., of this review; Annie, wife of Henry B. Gogerty, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere; Gustav A. lives at Madison, Minnesota; Car- 
rie married Frank Danger, of Grant township. 

About 1874 the father, Louis Patzer, came to America and went to Ne- 
braska, where he worked out by the day ; then went to Illinois, later coming 
to Hardin county, Iowa, about 1882. In 1875 he brought his family to the 
new world, making his home at Geneseo, Illinois. In that city his wife died 
about 1878 and he later married Eveline Rahbien, a native of Prussia. To 
this union two children were born, William F. and one that died in infancy. 
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The living son makes his home in Hubbard, Iowa, and teaches school in Grant 
township. 

After reaching Hubbard, Louis Patzer worked on the section gang until 
1886, when he bought an eighty-acre farm in Concord township, where he 
lived until about 1904, then moved to Hubbard. His second wife died about 
1908. He made a success of farming, and, having laid by a competency, sold 
his farm and is now living in Hubbard. 

Herman F. Patzer has hustled for himself ever since he was eight years 
of age. He worked out at different places until his father bought a farm, 
with whom he worked on that place a short time. In 1893 he began farm- 
ing for himself, renting a farm in the southwestern part of Grant township 
and there began farming for himself. Later he worked the farm of a neigh- 
bor. In 1902 he bought eighty acres in section 29, where he has farmed ever 
since. In 1898 he was united in marriage with Alma G. Hardy, daughter of 
William and Mary (Fansey) Hardy. To this union six children have been 
born, Edna F., Leslie M., Elsie F., Emma M.. Ernest W. and Herman F. 

Mr. Patzer is a Republican and he is now serving his fifth term as town- 
ship assessor of Grant township, and he discharges his duties very acceptably. 
He is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. He and his wife belong 
to the Christian church at Grant Center. 



AUGUST G. CARSTENS. 

The German immigrants to this country have been distinguished above 
all others by their thrift, economy and perseverance, qualities which have 
gained for them success almost without fail in whatever situations they have 
been placed, and which have made the communities settled bv Germans pros- 
perous beyond the average. One of the typical German citizens of Hardin 
county, a man widely and favorably known among the people of Aetna town- 
ship, and much beloved for his excellent character, was August G. Carsten*. 
who was born in Verden an der Aller. province of Hanover, Germany, on 
October n, 1843. and died in Aetna township. Hardin county. Iowa, on Jan- 
uary 9. 1908. He was the son of George and Margaret (Tirrc) Carstens. the 
mother of Buck and the father of V erden. where they spent their entire live?, 
and where August grew to manhood and received his education. In early 
life he learned the baker's trade, followed it for some time in his own conn- 
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try, and made a dozen trips from Bremen to New York as baker on an ocean 
liner. Then, in the year 1869, he took up his trade in New York and in 1872 
came to Hardin county, Iowa. 

In Hardin county August G. Carstens was married to Sally Kahle, who 
was born in Verden, Hanover, Germany, on March 10, 1846, the daughter 
of Christian and Caroline (Semke) Kahle. Her parents died in their native 
land. Their daughter came to this country in 1868, first stopping at St. Louis, 
where she remained six months, and then going to Cincinnati, where she 
first met Mr. Carstens, whom she married in Hardin county. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Carstens built a house in Ackley and lived there until 1877, when 
he purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres two and one-half miles 
south of Ackley, all wild prairie land. This farm he improved and built a 
comfortable residence, substantial barn and other buildings, and planted an 
orchard and many trees for shade and wind breaks. He followed general 
farming, stock raising and feeding, which repaid him well, and became one 
of the prosperous and influential German citizens of his township and a suc- 
cessful business man. Mr. Carstens held the confidence and esteem of his 
neighbors, and was a kind and liberal man, especially affectionate to his fam- 
ily. For thirty years he was a member of the school board and for fifteen 
years the treasurer of that board. Both he and his wife were members of 
the German Lutheran church. In politics Mr. Carstens was a Democrat. His 
body lies in Ackley cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carstens are the parents of three children: Adele was 
born on September 9, 1873, an( * married William Weber, to whom she has 
borne three children, Floyd C, Dorothy E. and George. They are living on 
their farm, two miles east of the home farm. Marie Carstens and her brother, 
August A., remain on the farm with their mother, and the farm work pro- 
gresses under their combined management. Mrs. Sally Carstens is well known 
among her neighbors and friends for her kindness and generosity, and has 
demonstrated her abilitv in the management of a farm. 



FRED GADE, SR. 

The United States can boast of no better or more law-abiding class of 
citizens than the great number of German people who have found homes with- 
in her borders. Though holding dear and sacred the beloved mother country, 
they are none the less devoted to the fair country of their adoption. Among 
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this class was the late Fred Gade, Sr., who for many years was an influential 
citizen of Iowa, where he labored not only for his own advancement, but also 
for the good of the community, his efforts having been amply repaid with 
abundant material success and the esteem of his fellow men. He was a man 
of many sterling characteristics, hesitating at no obstacles and ever willing to 
do his full share in the work of progress, a man whose word was as good if 
not better than the bond of most men. He was the father of the Gade broth- 
ers, well-known manufacturers of Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Gade was born on May 6, 1835, in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Ger- 
many. When he was about eighteen years of age, he and two sisters emigrated 
with their parents, Fred and M^ry Gade, to America, and located at Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, and there the subject was married to Mary Medaus in 
1853. She was born in Purchim, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Germany, April 2;, 
1830. She grew to womanhood in her native country, and when twenty-two 
years of age emigrated to America and located at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
From that city Mr. and Mrs. Gade moved to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and lo- 
cated on a farm, where they remained until 1876. Mr. Gade proved his pa- 
triotism to his adopted country by offering his services in defense of the flag 
during our great Civil war, serving very faithfully in the Forty-fifth Wis- 
consin Volunteer Infantry. He was a man of great industry and managed 
exceptionally well, becoming an extensive land owner and well-to-do finan- 
cially. He was influential in the affairs of his community and was a member 
of the board of supervisors of his county. About 1876 he moved to Vernon 
township, Wright county, Iowa, when it was a comparatively new country, 
and that remained the family home for about twenty years. He was one of 
the leading pioneers of that community and developed a fine farm and be- 
came one of the county's well-known citizens. He afterwards moved to Will- 
iams, Iowa, where he built a fine home and lived until the death of his wife, 
on March 20, 1906. After this sad event he moved to Iowa Falls and lived 
with his children until his death, which occurred on January 5, 1908. He 
was survived by four sons and four daughters, namely : Fred J., Carl L. 
William H., all of Iowa Falls; Louis A. married Emma Minard and they 
have one son and one daughter, Carline and Eugene; he is a successful fanner 
and owns a large and well improved farm near Alta Vista, Chickasaw county; 
Mrs. John Hayes, of Doone, Iowa; Mrs. J. H. Birdsall, of Greeley. Colorado; 
and Mrs, George Davis and Mrs. Q. H. Hensel, both of Webster City. Iowa 

William H. Gade was born on April 26, 1867, at Manitowoc, Wiscon- 
sin. He followed the same career as his brother, Fred J. Gade, Jr.. until re- 
cent years. He is now the efficient and popular secretary of the Gade Pred.ee 
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and Excavating Company. He has immediate charge of the work done by 
the company, under contract for dredging, excavating, ditching, laying tile, 

* 

constructing sewers, etc. He has been very successful as a business man and 
is also the owner of a fine and valuable farm of four hundred and sixty acres 
of land in Wright county, Iowa. Fraternally he belongs to the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 

Fred Gade, Sr., Was a man whom to know was to respect and admire, be- 
ing scrupulously honest, kind-hearted, generous, energetic and public-spirited. 

* 

r 



W. L. HAY. 

A well remembered and honored pioneer citizen was W. L. Hay, a man 
in whom there seemed to unite such qualities of head and heart as to insure 
success in any field of endeavor and the winning of the good graces of the 
people everywhere he went, for he was the possessor of those qualities that 
are everywhere admired. 

Mr. Hay was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1825, of that sturdy 
New England stock that was destined later to make itself felt in the develop- 
ment of the new West. He was reared in the atmosphere of the Puritanism 
of that section, and his later life was more or less shaped by the early teaching 
and training of his boyhood days. He was taught self-reliance, independence 
of thought and action and a sturdy belief in a strict adherence to the accepted 
standards of ethics. Sterling honesty in his dealings with his fellow men 
and the exactment of justice in every transaction of life were early inculcated 
and all these principles seemed to govern his life as those who knew him long- 
est will testify. 

Mr. Hay grew up and was educated in his native city and in November, 
1837, he was united in marriage with Cynthia Moore at Londonderry, New 
Hampshire. The young couple a few years later decided to cast their lot 
in the then far West and they came to Mendota, Illinois, where they resided 
for a period of ten years, and from there moved to Bureau county, that state, 
where they made their home for a period of thirty years and reared their 
family. In Bueau county, Mr. Hay became largely interested in farming and 
stock raising and for many years followed both on a large scale. He also en- 
gaged in the mercantile business for several years at New Bedford, in that 
county. He filled a number of minor offices in the government of his town 
and county and for several terms was a member of the board of supervisors 
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of Bureau county. About 1880 he came to Iowa Falls, Iowa, and in partner- 
ship with his eldest son, J. W. Hay, he engaged in the retail hardware busi- 
ness in this city under the firm name of W. L. Hay & Son, their store being 
located in the building now occupied by Hay Brothers, on the south side of 
Washington avenue at the corner of Stevens street. 

A number of years ago Mr. Hay retired from the activities of business 
life on account of the approach of old age and sold his interests to D. L. Riley 
& Son. While engaged in business Mr. Hay was elected a member of the 
city council and served faithfully in that capacity for a number of years. His 
death occurred on November 28, 1907, at the age of eighty-two years. A 
widow and six children survived him, namely: J. W., of Dubuque; Mrs. D. 
M. Andrews, of Spokane, Washington; Nellie, J. E., F. B., and Mrs. Frank 
E. Foster, of Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Hay was frank and outspoken, but he loved the truth and sought 
to defend upon all occasions what he believed to be right. No appeal was 
ever made to him in vain if he found it a worthy one. He was a life-long 
Democrat and one of the stanchest adherents to the principles of the part)' in 
this part of Iowa. He was a veteran of the Civil war and gave his country a 
gallant and patriotic service. 



FRANK E. FOSTER. 

An enumeration of the representative citizens of Hardin county would be 
incomplete without specific mention of the well known and popular gentleman 
whose name introduces this sketch. A member of one of the old and highly 
esteemed families of this locality and for many years a public-spirited man or 
affairs, he has stamped the impress of his individuality upon the community 
and added luster to the honorable name which he bears, having always been 
actuated by a spirit of fairness in his dealings with the world in general, and 
leaving no stone unturned whereby he might benefit his own condition as well 
as that of his friends and the favored section of the great commonwealth in 
which he has been content to spend his life. Straightforward and unassuming, 
genial and obliging, Mr. Foster enjoys the good will and respect of a wide 
circle of friends throughout this part of the state. 

Frank E. Foster was born in Iowa Falls, Iowa, March 30, 1866, and he 
is the son of Dr. John H. Foster, one of the leading pioneer physicians of thi« 
vicinity, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 
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Mr. Foster grew to maturity in Iowa Falls and attended the local schools. 
Manifesting a decided bent toward journalism early in Jife, he turned his at- 
tention to newspaper work, finding employment in the office of the Hardin 
County Citizen, his preceptor being the experienced, able and all-around news- 
paper man, O. J. Smith, under whose training he developed marked ability as 
a terse and forceful wielder of a trenchant pen, also to know the value of news 
and how to shape it to serve the best purposes, — in fact, mastered, in due 
course of time, the ins and outs of this line of endeavor and wielded a potent 
influence in shaping the material and civic destiny of this locality. Thus at- 
tracting public attention, he was early singled out as a capable servant of the 
people, and when about twenty years of age he became a clerk in the post- 
office at Iowa Falls under T. B. Knapp, then served as assistant postmaster un- 
der James P. Carleton and under Richard A. Carleton, the first a Democrat 
and the latter a Republican. While serving as the latter's assistant, Mr. Fos- 
ter was offered the cashiership of the Home Savings Bank, which he held with 
credit and satisfaction for three years, then resigned. He then entered the 
general insurance business, which he has continued to the present time, enjoy- 
ing an ever increasing and, withal, satisfactory business. 

Politically, Mr. Foster was a Democrat until 1896, since which time he 
has been a supporter of Republican principles. He was elected city clerk of 
Iowa Falls about 1898, serving in a manner that reflected much credit upon 
himself and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned until 1910, a period 
of twelve years. In 1900 he was elected secretary of the Iowa Falls Electric 
Light & Power Company, which position he held with success until the com- 
pany sold out to the present owners, the Peterson Heat, Light & Water Com- 
pany, and he remained with them in the same capacity until 1908. He has 
been superintendent of the Union cemetery since 1896. For about twenty -five 
years he has been local correspondent for about a dozen of the big dailies, 
practically all the dailies in Iowa. Minnesota, Omaha, Chicago and several 
dramatic papers, including the New York Mirror, the Bill Board, etc. In 
1903 he was elected secretary of the Iowa Falls Commercial Club and has 
held that position most of the time ever since. 

Fraternally. Mr. Foster has been a Mason since about 1906 and served 
as secretary of the blue lodge about four years; he was also a member of 
the Knights of Pythias many years, and served as secretary of the local lodge 
for about fifteen years; he has been representative at the grand lodge several 
sessions. 

On April 24, 1889, Mr. Foster was united in marriage with Glen Hay. 
a lady of many estimable attributes, and the daughter of W. L. and Cynthia 
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(Moore) Hay. They came here from Bureau county. Illinois, about 1882. 
having originally lived in New Hampshire. Three children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Foster, namely: Fred Hay Foster, born August 25, 1891; 
John Estes Foster, born June 14. 1896, and Mildred Abbie Foster, born May 
9, 1906. 



EMERSON ROOD CALKINS. 

It is a pleasure to meet an old settler, one who came here in the com- 
mencement as a young man. when the observation was quickest, the percep- 
tive faculties keenest, and learn from his lips the story of the interesting con- 
ditions of those primitive days, the story of the trials which were endured 
for the sake of the happy homes which now dot the county of Hardin. Such a 
man is Emerson R. Calkins, for many years one of the leading farmers and 
stock men of the section of which this history treats, and who is now living 
in honorable retirement in his cozy home in Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Calkins was born in Delavan, Wisconsin, June 5, 1842, the eldest 
son of Philander Nelson Calkins, a hardy early settler of the Badger state, 
who married Clarissa Rood, both New York families. The paternal grand- 
father, John Calkins, was born in Pennsylvania. The father of the subject 
died in Hampden, Virginia, in 1882. 

The son; Emerson R., of this review, was reared on the farm which he 
worked when a boy. attending the common schools during the winter months. 
When the Civil war came on, although he was but a boy, he proved his pat- 
riotism by enlisting, on February 15, 1862. in the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, 
Light Artillery. He saw some hard service but. according to his comrades, 
was always read to do his full duty. He was in the Army of the Tennessee 
and later the Army of the Cumberland. For meritorious service he was 
promoted to the rank of corporal and afterwards gun sergeant. Among the 
many battles in which he took part were Perryville, Kentucky: Stone's River, 
Tennessee; Chickamauga. Lookout Mountain. Missionary Ridge and Frank- 
lin. He was mustered out on August 15. 1865. After returning home he 
followed lumbering for a short time. He located in Hardin county, Iowa, on 
June 17. 1866, and turned his attention to farming, soon securing a good 
place. He still owns a small farm three miles east of Iowa Falls. He made 
his home there until nine years ago. when he rented his farm and moved to 
town, where he is spending his declining years in quiet and in the midst of 
plenty. 
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Mr. Calkins was married on February 27, 1866, at Waupaca, Wiscon- 
sin, to Sabra C. Thompson, daughter of Luman and Lauretta (Button) 
Thompson, the father a native of Warren, Pennsylvania, while the Buttons 
were from Chautauqua county, New York. Mrs. Calkins was born Decem- 
ber 25. 1848, in Chautauqua county, New York, and removed with her par- 
ents to Wisconsin, being the youngest daughter of eight children. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Calkins: Frances 
A., born April 4, 1867, died April 15, 1883; A. Romaine, born November 18. 
1868, is now living at Fort Morgan, Colorado; Clarence W., born May 16, 
1870, is now living in Des Moines, Iowa; Clara L., born January 29, 1872, 
is the wife of C. H. Reynolds, of Hardin county ; Charles E., born Septem- 
ber 26, 1874, lives in Newburg, Oregon; Elias Mark, born June $0, 1876. 
died October 22, 1882; Harry N., born August 17, 1878, died April 11, 1883; 
Ernest E., born January 1, 1881, now lives in Fort Morgan, Colorado; Mary 
E., born January 5, 1883, died April 24th of that year; Mabel A., born June 
10, 1884, is the wife of Stephen Hoskins, of Vermillion Grove, Illinois. It 
will be noticed that three of these children died within ten days in the spring 
of 1883 during the fatal smallpox epidemic in this country. 

Religiously, Mr. Calkins is a member of the Baptist church, and in poli- 
tics he is a Republican and he has long taken much interest in public affairs. 
He served six years as township assessor and was at one time overseer of the 
poor for a number of years. He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and his wife is a member of the Woman's Relief Corps. 



JOHN LEPLEY. 

The name which heads this review is one which is frequently heard in 
Union township, Carroll county, as that of a man who was a most excellent 
and capable farmer, having a true love for his occupation, by reason of which 
he was enabled to live a contented and successful life. He was not content to 
farm exactly in the same manner as all of his neighbors, but removed from 
the beaten path and devoted his energies largely to horticulture and the cul- 
tivation of orchard fruits. To be successful in fruit raising requires a degree 
of care and attention and a knowledge of the enemies of fruit growing which 
the average man is unwilling to give and to acquire, but Mr. Lepley became 
an expert in his line and the orchard in which he took so much pride was 
worthy to be an object of pride, not only to its owner, but also to the com- 
munity. 
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John Lcpley was born on December 8, 1863, in Union township, Har- 
din county, Iowa, the son of Peter and Elizabeth (Hartinger) Lepley. He 
grew up on his father's farm, and on September 4, 1887, was married to 
Mattie Upton, the daughter of E. J. and Edna (Maltby) Upton, who were 
old and respected settlers of Eldora township. After their marriage Mr. 
and Mrs. Lcpley lived for two years with his parents, for whom he cared 
during his declining years, living there for five years preceding his death. He 
died on July 27, 1908, a comparatively young man, but one who had lived a 
life of usefulness beyond his years. Mr. Lepley was a man who took much 
pleasure in his farming operations, and was one of the most careful and suc- 
cessful farmers of his neighborhood. He gave especial attention to horti- 
culture and had on his farm a large orchard of fine and productive trees. Not 
long before his death he had built a convenient modern house. In politics 
he was a Democrat, in fraternal relations a member of the Modern Brother- 
hood of America, and, a true Christian in character, his affiliations were with 
the Christian church. He was a man universally liked and his death was 
strongly felt as a loss to the community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lepley were the parents of eight children, to whom he 
was always a kind and loving father and in whom he took much interest and 
satisfaction. They are: Clarence Ebert, living on a claim in Dakota; Edna 
Elizabeth, who married Clayton Baker, of a pioneer family, now living in 
Eldora township; Horace Cleveland, Eugene Peter and Myron Sidney are 
at home; Howard, Morris and Ross are deceased. Mrs. Lepley is a lady of 
intelligence and ability, of a deep and true womanly nature, and is living 
with her family on the home farm. 



REASON KENNEDY. 

The subject of this sketch is one of the few remaining links that connect 
the present with the strenuous times of the pioneer days. Coming to Hardin 
county more than sixty-five years ago, he has seen the country develop from 
its primitive state into one of the finest and most prosperous sections of the 
commonwealth and with courageous heart and strong hand contributed his 
share towards bringing about conditions that now obtain. 

Reason Kennedy was born in Scioto county, Ohio, March 20, 183I. He 
grew to maturity in his native state, and in early life became familiar with the 
duties of the farm. In the spring of 1855 he started west and in due time ar- 
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rived, via the Mississippi river, at Muscatine, Iowa, thence proceeded to 
Hardin county, which he reached on May 6th of that year. Milton Kennedy, 
an older brother, who came two years before, had entered two hundred and 
twenty-five acres of timber land on the south fork of the Iowa river, seventeen 
miles west of Eldora and five miles southwest of Iowa Falls, and in June, 
1855, Reason entered the north half of a near-by section. 1 1 is parents and 
another brother and three sisters arrived in 1855, and also settled in the 
same locality, the father buying land about one mile north, though adjoining 
the subject's claim. The elder Kennedy developed and improved quite a large 
farm, but after the death of his wife, in 1863, he removed to St. Clair county, 
Missouri, where his death subsequently occurred at the age of eighty-eight 
years, eight months and eight days. 

No sooner had Reason Kennedy taken possession of his land than he pro- 
ceeded with the work of transforming it into a farm and establishing a home. 
During the first few years he experienced many vicissitudes and not a few- 
hardships, as he had no team and was obliged to rely upon wages earned by 
laboring for others for the support of himself and wife. He was employed 
several months by a Mr. Snyder, who lived four miles away and this distance 
he walked every morning and evening, receiving for his labor from one dollar 
and a half per day to two dollars. His first dwelling was a simple log cabin 
covered with clapboards and heated by a large fireplace made of blue clay, the 
chimney composed of sticks held in place by blue clay and mortar. The house, 
though primitive and somewhat rude in construction and furnishings, was 
quite comfortable, and within its humble walls the subject and his wife spent 
some of their happiest hours. Hiring a neighbor to break several acres of 
land the first year, Mr. Kennedy planted two acres in potatoes and the balance 
in corn, both crops of which he cultivated with a hoe and the yield far sur- 
passed his expectations. In harvest time he cradled wheat for his neighbors, 
securing his pay in grain, and by working at anything he could turn his hand 
he managed to get along until his land was broken and the first full crop 
raised. During those early times game was very plentiful, and wild meat 
afforded an agreeable addition to the bill of fare. Mr. Kennedy killed a num- 
ber of deer and other animals, while elk were frequently seen near his home, 
but they were timid and difficult to approach. The winter months during the 
first five years were very severe, the snow at one time averaging four feet on 
level ground, and in the hollows it was often twenty or more feet in depth. 

Without following in detail the varied experiences of Mr. Kennedy in 
his efforts to found a home and develop a farm, suffice it to say that in due 
time better conditions prevailed and his labors were crowned with abundant 

(45) 
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success. He replaced his old buildings with new and more commodious and 
comfortable structures, stocked his farm with cattle and hogs, for which 
there was always a good demand, and by judicious management he was 
enabled to add to his real estate until he now owns five hundred acres of as 
fine and productive land as the county of Hardin can boast. For many years 
he has ranked among the leading farmers and stock raisers of the county, 
and in the management of his various interests he exercises such excellent 
judgment and tact as to earn for himself the reputation of an able and far- 
seeing business man. After acquiring a competency, he discontinued active 
labor and for several years past has rented such of his lands as are not de- 
voted to pasturage, retaining his live stock interests, which are large and the 
source of a handsome income. 

Mr. Kennedy is independent in politics, nevertheless he keeps in touch 
with the leading questions of the day and abreast of the times on all matters 
of public interest. He stands high in the esteem of his fellow men and as a 
neighbor and citizen enjoys the confidence of the community in which he re- 
sides. Mr. Kennedy was married March 8, 1855, to Elizabeth Hoyt, who 
was born in Glasgow, Scotland, April 4, 1830. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy have 
four children, namely: Martha, wife of John McConwalogue, of St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Nathaniel, a farmer of Hardin county; Celia, who married Fred 
Perkins, and who with his daughter, aged three years, was drowned August, 
1907, in the Dcs Moines river, in Cottonwood county, Minnesota; Nathaniel 
R. is engaged in farming near Iowa Falls ; Gratha Belle is the widow of S. A. 
Hoyt, and lives in St. Paul, Minnesota; X. J. lives in Iowa Falls. 



JOHN M. COX. 

The present sketch deals with the life of a late resident of Union town- 
ship, who left to his children no better heritage than the memory of his life 
of usefulness and service, and whose memory is in no other way so well per- 
petuated as by the lives of activity and strength in their various occupations 
which his children are living. 

John M. Cox was born on May 2, 1837, in Virginia, the son of Enoch 
and Sallie Cox, of Virginia, who spent their lives in that state. John M. at- 
tended the home schools, and in 1857, at the age of twenty, started with Sam 
Burcham and his wife to Henry county, Iowa, where he lived for one year, 
then moved to Marshall county. In the spring of 1861 he came to Union 
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township, Hardin county, and in August, 1861, enlisted in Company F, Thir- 
ty-second Iowa Infantry, at Eldora. His regiment was with the Sixteenth 
Army Corps, under Col. A. J. Smith, and for one year were known as Smith's 
Guerrillas. For three years, lacking one month, Mr. Cox served as a private, 
and after being discharged at Dubuque returned to Hardin county. For one 
year during his term of service he was in the hospital at Memphis, Tennessee, 
with ague, and from the effects of strong medicine administered to him there 
was blind for three years after the war. On April 10, 1870, he married Sarah 
E. Leach, who was born in Hart county, Kentucky, on January 28, 1846, the 
daughter of Nathan and Judy (Martin) Leach. Mr. Leach was a farmer 
near Louisville, Kentucky, and he and three other families came with ox 
teams to Union township, Hardin county, Iowa. He settled in section 20, 
then known as Pritchard's Grove, and got w ild land and cleared it, making a 
home where he lived until his death, w hich occurred in 1908. He was a man 
of limited education, but attained a position of some influence in his com- 
munity. His wife died in 1895. Nathan Leach was the son of Joseph and 
Celia (Turpin) Leach, of Kentucky, whose children were Nathan, James, 
Polly, John, Joseph and Simeon. Nathan and Judy Leach were the parents 
of the following children : Sarah E.. Mrs. Cox, the oldest ; John, a farmer of 
Macy, Iowa; Mary, who married Oliver Jones, of Oklahoma; Martha, who 
married Frank Azmun, of Britt, Iowa; Mack, deceased; Kate, who married 
William Howe, of Union, Iowa ; Alice, who married Alaska Wing, of Flasher, 
North Dakota. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Cox eight children were born, three of whom, Mary 
I... John F. and Corinda C, are deceased. The living are the following: 
James P. was born on February 10, 1874, educated in the home schools, and 
has always lived at home. He is one of the leading farmers in Union town- 
ship, and has prospered in his efforts. George A. was born on November 8, 
1878, and is a mail carrier in Havana, North Dakota. He married Minnie 
McNall, who has borne to him six children, Roy, John, Agnes, Mabel, Will- 
iam and George. Stella E. was born on May 11, 1881, married H. B. Mc- 
Nall. of Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, and is the mother of six children, Samuel, 
Elsie, Emma, Helen, Bertha and Alice. WMlliam O. was born on June 18, 
1885. is a farmer at Hubbard, Iowa, and married Bessie Moore, who has 
borne him two children, Juanita and Leroff. Enoch N. was born on June 6, 
1888, was married December 21, 1910, to Dora E. Hardy, of Hubbard, Iowa, 
and lives at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Cox located in different places in Union town- 
ship, and in 1888 came to section 9 and bought the farm where his son and 
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widow now live. He made many improvements on the farm and carried on 
general farming profitably. He, as well as his sons, was a strong adherent 
to the principles of the Democratic party. He took an active part in the 
Grand Army post at Union. John M. Cox was a member of the Quaker 
church, while his son. James P., is a Baptist. James P. Cox is a member of 
the Modern Woodmen at Union. 

John M. Cox was a plain man of sterling character, upright and honest, 
who was much esteemed in his neighborhood, and will be remembered as a 
true friend to those whom he called by that name and as a neighbor accommo- 
dating in the highest sense of neighborliness. The example of his life has 
been the most powerful influence in the lives of his sons and daughters. 



WILLIAM H. CORFE. 

Whether the elements of success in life are innate attributes of the in- 
dividual or whether they are quickened by a process of circumstantial devel- 
opment, it is impossible to clearly determine. Yet the study of a successful 
life, whatever the field of endeavor, is none the less interesting and profitable 
bv reason of existence of this same uncertaintv. So much in excess of those 
of successes are the records of failures or semi- failures, that one is con- 
strained to attempt an analysis in either case and to determine the measure 
of causation in an approximate way. Among the residents of Hardin county 
who have forged to the front through their own efforts, and while advancing 
their own interests have not neglected the larger duties of citizenship, is Will- 
iam H. Corfe, the well known and popular druggist at the village of L'nion. 

Mr. Corfe was born January 25, 1867, at Mt. Sterling. Wisconsin. He 
is the son of Dr. Frederick and Eliza ( Tisdale) Corfe, the father a native of 
England and the mother of Wisconsin. Doctor Corfe grew to maturity and 
was educated in England, emigrating to the United States when twenty-one 
years of age. He became prominent as a physician and surgeon and during 
the war between the states he served the Union cause three years in the First 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He came to Union. Iowa, in the spring of 
1880 and soon became one of the leading physicians of Hardin county, and 
he remained here until his death, in 10x34. at the age of sixty-nine years. He 
is buried in Union cemetery. His wife preceded him to the grave in 1900, 
dying at the age of fifty-two years. 

Doctor Corfe was a member of the Masonic order and the Independent 
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Order of Odd Fellows, both of Union, and he was a member of the Congre- 
gational church. He was a man of strong characteristics, honest and genial. 
His family consisted of the following children: Hattie, deceased; two chil- 
dren died in infancy; William H., of this review; Edward A. lives at Union. 

The early education of William H. Corfe was obtained in the schools 
of Wisconsin and Iowa. Early in life he determined upon a career as drug- 
gist and in order to prepare himself entered a school of pharmacy, from 
which he was graduated on March 6, 1903, and soon afterward he started in 
the drug business at Union, Hardin county, where he has maintained a well 
patronized, attractive and carefully stocked store to the present time, enjoy- 
ing an extensive and liberal trade with the surrounding community, his ever 
increasing customers coming from remote sections of the county, for here 
they know they will find courteous and honest treatment. 

Mr. Corfe was married on November 11, 1897, to Hester A. Holmes, 
daughter of Joseph Holmes, a native of England and the mother of 
the state of New York, the latter's family name being Dean. Mr. Holmes is 
deceased; his widow is living in Marshalltown, Iowa. One child has been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Corfe, Marion Louisa. 



ADELBERT D. WOOD. 

Herein are briefly reviewed the lives and actions of a father and a son 
who have become well known in Hardin county on account of the active in- 
terest which they have always taken in the affairs of the community in which 
they lived, and whose service in behalf of the public welfare made them lead- 
ers of their neighbors. Adelbert D. Wood- was born in Whiteside county, 
Illinois, on June 15, 1854. the son of Alanson F. W r ood. 

Alanson F. Wood was born in Cayuga county, New York, on January 6, 
1829, the son of Elijah W r ood. who was born in Westchester county, New 
York, on December 19, 1803, and Roxana (Bouchton) Wood, who was born 
on June 30, 1804. Elijah and Roxana Wood were the parents of five children, 
four sons and one daughter, and moved with their family to Carroll county, 
Illinois, where Mr. Wood died in 1844. and his wife also is deceased. Alanson 
F. Wood grew up on his father's farms, and on January 8, 1851, was mar- 
ried to Mary Wilcox, who was born in August, 1833, the daughter of Daniel 
Wilcox, a native of New York. To this union were born nine children : Mary 
J . the wife of A. J. Pelham, of Marshalltown, Iowa; Adelbert D. ; Ellen. 
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the wife of Melun Craig, of Armstrong, Iowa; Oscar E., the postmaster at 
Union, Iowa; James M., a farmer in Kansas; Nettie, the 'wife of George 
Peifce. a farmer southwest of Union, Iowa ; Nellie, deceased ; Charles W., a 
liveryman of Armstrong. Iowa; William W., a banker at Armstrong, Iowa. 

In the spring of 1856 Alanson F. Wood came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and for one year lived at Berlin. In 1859 he moved to a farm adjoining Un- 
ion village on the north. In i860 he took a trip to Pike's Peak, lured by the 
quest of gold, and was away from his home for a year. On his return he ^ 
was elected captain of the Home Guards, who were to put down the Knights 
of the Golden Circle. In August. 1862, he enlisted in the Twenty-second 
Iowa Infantry. Company F, and participated in many engagements, among 
which were those of Cape Girardeau. Pleasant Hill, and all the others in 
which his regiment took part. In April, 1863. he was promoted to sergeant; 
on August 23. 1865. he was commissioned as second lieutenant of his com- 
pany. After the war he became active in his local Grand Army post. 

In politics A. F. Wood was a Republican, and shortly after returning 
from the army, and in part because of his excellent war record, he was 
elected to be sheriff of Hardin county, which position he filled with credit to 
himself and to his county. Later he held many other offices of trust. He 
came to the county in the possession of very limited means, but by fair deal- 
ing and judicious management accumulated a large amount of property and 
erected for his residence a handsome house. His religious affiliations were 
with the Congregational church. Alanson F. Wood was a man with the un- 
questioned attributes of leadership, and was much respected and admired by 
those who knew him. As a man of public spirit, devoted to the good of the 
community, and at the same time a man who in his domestic relations was 
an example to those alnnit him. his loss was keenly felt when he passed away. 

Ade'lbcrt D. Wood was educated in the schools of Union and lived at 
home until his marriage, on February 15. 1877. to Lizzie C. Hall, who was 
born in Lee county. Illinois, the daughter of James and Laura (Wilcox") 
Hall. Her father was a native of Virginia, and for some years lived in Lee 
county. Illinois, and from that county enlisted in the Union army. After the 
war he removed to Union township. Hardin county, where he died, and 
where his wife, who is a native of Indiana, is still living. Their children are: 
Mclinda, of Lincoln. Nebraska; William, of Ord. Nebraska; Alvin. of Cot- 
tonwood. California; Olive, of Shingleton, California; Mahala. of Tama 
county. Iowa: Mary, living with her mother, in Union township; Lizzie; 
Laura, deceased : and an infant son. deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Wood have 
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been born three children, Harry F. and Ora E., at home, and Effie M., who 
married Jefferson Crosser, a farmer of Union township. 

After his marriage Mr. Wood spent one year in Union township; one 
year in Mill county, Iowa; for seven years lived north of Radcliffe; for 
two years ran drays and a livery stable in Whitten ; was for eighteen years in 
the buggy works at Union, Iowa, and in 1905 located on his present large, 
valuable and well-improved farm. He gives most of his attention to the 
breeding of stock, raising registered short-horn cattle, Oxford sheep, good 
grade hogs and draft horses, and in addition carries on general farming. In 
politics he is a Republican, in religion a member of the Congregational church. 
He has a large acquaintance in Hardin county, to whom he is known as a man 
of sterling character and substantial worth. 



JOHN ROBERTSON. 

At this point we enter brief record concerning another of the representa- 
tive agriculturists and stock men of Hardin county, and aside from the posi- 
tions which John Robertson occupies as a leading and highly esteemed citi- 
zen of the county, there is added interest attached to the resume of his career 
from the fact that he is a native of this locality, representing one of its prom- 
inent pioneer families, and he has spent his life here, witnessing the wondrous 
transformation of the wild prairies into as rich and attractive farming sec- 
tion as the great Hawkeye commonwealth can boast, and while he has bene- 
fited himself in a material way he has been of much value to the community 
owing to his public spirit and his loyalty to the support of any movements 
which have as their ultimate aim the bettering of the community in which he 
maintains his home. 

John Robertson was born in 1866 in Jackson township, this county. He 
is the son of George, Sr., and Mary fMoncur) Robertson, pioneer settlers 
and large land owners in this county, a complete record of whom is to be 
found in another part of this volume. 

John Robertson grew to maturity on his father's farm and was edu- 
cated in the common schools of his community. He began assisting with the 
various duties about the homestead when a small boy and when seventeen 
years of age he began in a small way to raise live stock, feeding and selling at 
a profit. He worked for his father until he was twenty-one years of age, 
then he and his brother, George, Jr., formed a partnership and farmed and 
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traded in stock together until ihe spring of 1901, when they dissolved part- 
nership, having been most successful in their operations and became widely 
known throughout the northern part of the county as enterprising and up-to- 
date farmers and stock dealers. 

On February 6, 1901, John Robertson was united in marriage with 
Effie Rankin, who was born in Jo Daviess county, Illinois, the daughter of 
James M. and Etta (Holcomb) Rankin, both born and reared in Jo Daviess 
county. Illinois, where Mr. Rankin became a prosperous farmer and influen- 
tial citizen, and there Mrs. Robertson's grandparents were pioneers. In the 
spring of 1896 the Rankin family came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought 
the old George farm, three miles southeast of Iowa Falls, where they still 
reside, being very comfortably established. 

After his marriage John Robertson made his home on the farm he had 
taught in Ellis township, and there he farmed and raised hogs and cattle on 
a large scale. In 1910 he raised and marketed over four thousand dollars' 
worth of hogs; he also buys large herds of cattle and fattens and ships them 
to market, a business he has followed with much success since boyhood. He 
is the owner of one of the choice farms of the county, consisting of four 
hundred acres, which he has placed under a high state of improvement and 
cultivation, and on which stand, surrounded by attractive trees and shrubbery, 
a good house and substantial and convenient outbuildings, but he lives in Iowa 
Falls, where he moved on February 14, 191 1, to a beautiful modern and 
elegantly furnished residence which he purchased in January, 1909. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson have one little girl, Wilma, a bright and inter- 
esting child. Personally, Mr. Robertson is a big, broad-minded, whole- 
souled man, kind and obliging, pleasant to meet and everybody is his friend. 



MILTON FISH. 

One of the venerable pioneers of Buckeye township, who has lived to sec 
and take part in the wonderful transformation of Hardin county during the 
past quarter of a century and thus profited alike himself and the community 
in general, is Milton Fish, whose worthy career has been such that the young- 
er generation in his vicinity can emulate it with profit owing to the fact that 
his life has not only been industrious and that of a public-spirited citizen, but 
has been singularly free from all that would deteriorate from the highest 
ethics of living. Few men are better known here than he and none are more 
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highly regarded. He hails from the old Empire state, his birth having oc- 
curred in Jefferson county, New York, on September 14, 1829. He is the 
son of Furman and Caroline (Rose) Fish, both also natives of that locality. 
The father was a man of considerable education and became influential and 
prominent in his county, being a member of the Legislature in 1858. He was 
a self-made man, gaining most of his knowledge by arduous home study and 
by actual contact with the world. He was a very adroit penman. For many 
years he was justice of the peace at Tylersville, New York. He had a shoe 
and harness factory and later in life owned a good farm. Politically he was 
a Republican and religiously a member of the Universalist church. He and 
his wife remained in Jefferson county, New York, and died there. They 
were the parents of six sons and two daughters, namely : Myron, deceased ; 
Milton, of this review ; George, deceased ; Turman is living retired at Ana- 
mosa, Iowa ; Albert and Daniel are deceased ; Manilla married Henry Sutter 
and lives in Jefferson county, New York. 

Milton Fish received only a common school education, which has been 
augmented later in life by miscellaneous reading. He lived at home until 
his marriage, on December 22, 1859, to Loenza Ostrander, of Madison coun- 
ty, New York, daughter of John J. and Ann (Rogers) Ostrander, the mother 
a native of Vermont and the father of New York state, he being a farmer of 
Jefferson county, that state. She died and Mr. Ostrander married a second 
time, his last wife being Amy Hobbs, of New York. Fight children were 
born of the first union, namely: Leroy, deceased; Loenza, wife of Mr. Fish, 
of this review ; Adelade lives in Jefferson county. New York ; Charles, Levi 
E., Asa. Jane and Eliza, the last two twins, also live in Jefferson county, 
New York ; Asa is deceased. 

Seven children have been born to Milton Fish and wife, namely: Hattie 
married Alonzo Lovejoy, and they live at Alden, Iowa; Frank and Frank L. 
are deceased; Adelade married William Miller, deceased, of Buckeye. Iowa; 
Jason, a farmer and owner of a fine herd of brown Swiss cattle and an ex- 
cellent drove of Belgian horses, lives in Franklin county, Iowa; he was clerk 
of Buckeye township for six years; he lived at home until he married Carrie 
Boyer, of Alden, Iowa, on February 15, 191 1 ; Byron Fish, who has always 
lived at home, operates the farm for his father and he is the owner of a good 
herd of brown Swiss cattle; Albert, who is also at home, works for his brother 
Byron. 

After his marriage Milton Fish lived six years in the state of New York, 
and came to Jones county, Iowa, in 1866 and in 1869 moved to Buckeye town- 
ship, Hardin county, and purchased one hundred and sixty acres of wild land 
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from the government; this he brought up to a high state of improvement and 
cultivation in due course of time and became one of the leading farmers of 
his community. His place is well watered by flowing wells and in every re- 
spect is one of the most desirable places in the township. 

Mr. Fish has always taken an abiding interest in the affairs of his town- 
ship and county and for many years he was trustee, assessor and justice of 
the peace. Politically, he is a stanch Republican. 



MORGAN HENSLEY. 

Among the thriving agriculturists and stock men of Hardin county, 
Morgan Hensley has been especially conspicuous for many years. Few men 
of his experience have achieved such marked results, none occupy a more prom- 
inent place in the confidence and esteem of his fellow men, and it is safe to 
presume that his example and influence have done as much to promote the 
general interests of the locality as any other agency in the vicinity of Iowa 
Falls, where he maintains his beautiful home. 

Mr. Hensley was born in Jeffersonville, Fayette county, Ohio, Novem- 
ber i, 1850. He is the son of J. J. and Martha J. (Popejoy) Hensley. Her 
father, Edward Popejoy, was born in Scotland and her mother, Martha (Ma- 
guire) Popejoy, was born in Ireland. In 1855, when the subject was five 
years old, the family came to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled a little north 
of Alden. The country looked so rough that three years later the father 
decided to move near Des Moines, where he bought a farm and resided there 
the rest of his life, becoming very comfortably established and well known, 
highly respected by all. Just after the close of the Civil war, the son Morgan, 
of this review, came to live with his mother's brother, J. I. Popejoy, one of 
the early residents of this part of Iowa, located about eleven miles northwest 
of Iowa Falls, his farm being divided by the county line, part in Hardin and 
part in Franklin county. He was a prominent man, a successful fanner and 
handled stock extensively. The subject lived with him until 1875. He was 
then employed by L. F. Wisner as foreman of his large farm, then compris- 
ing about four thousand and four hundred acres. He remained with Mr. 
Wisner about four years, overseeing the whole farm, hiring help, attending 
to rents and managing the hands. 

On September 23, 1876, Mr. Hensley was married, about a year after 
going to the Wisner estate, to Mary E. Caraway, of Alden. She is the 
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daughter of Robert and Martha Caraway. After leaving the Wisner farm 
Mr. Hensley began buying and shipping live stock, which he continued until 
1893. In the spring of that year he moved onto a farm which they owned, 
consisting of two hundred and forty acres, three miles north of Iowa Falls, 
and he lived there until 1906, then moved back into Iowa Falls, where he now 
resides, owning twenty acres of very valuable land on which stands a modern, 
commodious and attractive residence, at the northwest edge of town. He still 
continues dealing in live stock, buying and selling more live stock than any 
other man in the northern part of Hardin county, having taken in and paid 
out more money in that line than any other man in this part of the county, 
and, being an excellent judge of all kinds of stock, he has met with almost uni- 
form success. He came from a family of stock men on both sides of the 
house. 

Politically, Mr. Hensley is a Republican and has been active in party 
affairs for some time. He was assessor of his township for four years while 
on the farm, and resigned from the third term when he moved back to Iowa 
Falls the last time. 

Three children constitute Mr. Hensley's family, namely: Lyman F., 
who married Tillie Smallridge, of Iowa Falls, is fireman on the Short Line 
railroad and lives at Des Moines ; Morgan \V., who married Maud A. Santee, 
a daughter of Robert Santee and a native of Pennsylvania, lives at Rowan, 
Iowa, on a stock farm; he and his wife have three children, Estell. Burmah 
and Murl. Ina Elizabeth Hensley married James K. Santee, brother of Mor- 
gan's wife. They live at Exira, Iowa, on a large stock farm, and have three 
children, two sons and a daughter, Caroline, Laverne and Kenneth. 

Fraternally, Mr. Hensley has been a Mason for many years, belonging to 
Lodge No. 192 at Iowa Falls, he having been among the earliest members 
here. His wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Hensley's first wife died on January 1, 1877. and in November. 
1879, he married Carrie Slocum, daughter of J. W. and Carrie (Wood) 
Slocum. and the above named children were born of this marriage. The wife 
and mother passed away in September, 1889. and on January 21, 1892, Mr. 
Hensley was united in marriage with Mrs. Eleanor Clark, daughter of James 
and Mary (Savage) Roache. Her father was born in England and Mrs. 
Hensley was born near Montreal, Canada. She was the widow of Levi 
Clark, who died of disabilities incurred during his service in the Civil war. 

Personally, Mr. Hensley is an obliging, pleasant gentleman, industrious 
and everybody speaks in the best terms of him. 
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WILLIAM R. THOMPSON. 

To a great extent the prosperity ot the agricultural sections of our coun- 
try is due to the honest industry, the sturdy persistence, the unswerving per- 
severance and the wide economy which so prominently characterize the 
fanning element of the Hawkeye state. Among this class may be mentioned 
William R. Thompson, who, by reason of years of indefatigable labor and 
honest effort, has not only acquired a well merited material prosperity, but 
has also richly earned the highest esteem of all with whom he is associated, as is 
shown by the fact that he has been entrusted with important official positions, 
the duties of which he has most faithfully and ably discharged, thus emi- 
nently meriting the high esteem in which he is universally held. 

Mr. Thompson was born on September 5, 1868, in Pleasant township. 
Hardin county, Iowa. He is the son of Matthew and Louisa (Ray) Thomp- 
son, the father born in Steubenvile, Ohio, and the mother at Blandinville, 
Missouri. The paternal grandfather came to America from Ireland in an 
early day. His son Matthew came to Sangamon county, Illinois, when he 
was a young man and was living there at the time of his marriage. He 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1863 and bought a farm two miles north 
of where the town of Lawn Hill now stands, paying fifteen dollars per acre, 
most of the land being yet unbroken prairie, and the land in the vicinity of 
the present town of Hubbard was supposed to be worthless in that day. Mr. 
Thompson began life here as a pioneer and underwent the usual hardships 
incident to the lives of first settlers. He was a hard worker, a man of rare 
foresight and business ability, and, prospering from year to year, became the 
owner of two hundred and twenty acres and he has lived there to the present 
day, having developed one of the best farms in the township. He has been 
instrumental in tl)e upbuilding of his community and is well known and 
highly respected throughout this part of the county. There were five chil- 
dren in. his family, namely: Mary, who married John Wasson, lives east of 
Point Pleasant about a mile; William R., of this review ; Annabelle married 
George Ellerding and they live at Lawn Hill; Edward is on the old home- 
stead with his father; Maggie is a teacher in the city schools at Marshall- 
town. The wife and mother was called to her rest in June, 191 1, after a long 
and mutually happy wedded life. She was a woman of many estimable char- 
acteristics. 

William R. Thompson grew to macunty on the home iarm and assisted 
in developing the same during the summer months, attending the common 
schools in the winter time until he was twenty years of age. When about ^ 
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twenty-two years old he rented land near the home farm and began farming 
for himself in a small way. He continued renting land until he was twenty- 
five years old, getting a good start in the meantime. 

Mr. Thompson was married on September i, 1894, to Eliza Mossman, 
daughter of Samuel E. and Margaret A. Mossman, an excellent family of 
this county, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

After his marriage Mr. Thompson continued to rent land two years 
longer, then bought eighty acres in Tipton township. After living there five 
years he sold it and bought the excellent farm where he now resides, four 
miles north of Hubbard, his place consisting of three hundred and thirty 
acres, all well improved and under a high state of cultivation. He has a very 
productive and desirable farm, on which stand an attractive and comfortable 
home and substantial and convenient outbuildings. In connection w ith gen- 
eral fanning he raises various kinds of live stock. He has been very suc- 
cessful and is deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has accom- 
plished, for it has been done in an honest manner, through hard work and 
good management. When he married he had four "plug" horses, two cows, 
no farming machinery of his own, in fact very little to show material wealth. 
But being persistent along modern and approved methods of farming, he has 
reaped large rewards, adding to his original purchase from time to time and 
keeping his acres well tilled and well improved. 

Politically, Mr. Thompson is a Republican and is always loyal to his 
party. He has been assessor of Tipton township for a period of twelve 
years, which is evidence enough of his high standing in the township. He has 
filled the office in a manner that has reflected much credit upon himself and 
to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. Fraternally, he is a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Hubbard and the Knights of 
Pythias. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have two children, Edna and Wade. 



WILLIAM G. HORNUNG. 

The commercial world has come to recognize the farmer's importance and 
has surrounded him with many conveniences not thought of fifty or one hun- 
dred years ago. The inventor has given him the self-binder, the riding 
plow, the steam thresher, and many other labor-saving devices. And the 
tiller of the soil has not been slow to take advantage of the improvements 
thus invented and offered. Among the up-to-date fanners of Hardin county 
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is William G. Hornung, of Tipton township, wno was born on December 7, 
i860, at Booneville, Missouri. He is the son of John Leonard Hornung, Sr., 
and wife, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

The subject grew to manhood on the home farm in Tipton township, 
this county, and there learned the lessons of farming and stock raising which 
have assisted him so materially in subsequent years. He received his educa- 
tion in the district schools. In 1883 he was united in marriage with Lana 
Hoelscher, daughter of Charles and Katherine (Emhoof) Hoelscher. The 
father, who was born in Prussia on September 6, 1839, grew to maturity and 
was educated in his native land, and emigrated to America in i860, settling 
first in Wisconsin, where he married Katherine Emhoof on November 17, 
1862, in Monroe county, that state. They later moved to Grant township, 
Hardin county, Iowa, where they became influential among the early settlers 
and became substantial farmers. Their daughter, Lana, wife of Mr. Horn 
ung, was born on December 22, 1863. It was in 1868 that this family took 
up their abode in section 2, Grant township. They had few neighbors, there 
being no houses west of them as far as the eye could reach. Mr. Hoelscher 
was influential in bringing many German settlers here. Politically, he was a 
Republican and at one time was county supervisor. 

William G. Hornung and wife became the parents of two children, John 
and Emma, the latter dying when four years of age. John married Emma 
Hoefer and they live on a farm in Tipton township, near the west border. 
They have one daughter, Bernice. The subject's first wife died in 1893, and 
in the fall of 1894 he was united in marriage with Martha Mitterer, sister of 
A. W. Mitterer, whose sketch appears in this work, which contains a com- 
plete record of the Mitterer family, one of the best known and influential in 
the county. Mrs. Hornung is a woman of many praiseworthy traits and, 
like her husband, numbers her friends by the score all over the county. Two 
children, William and Glen, have been born to this second union. They are 
young men of fine personality and character. 

After the first marriage Mr. Hornung farmed three years for himself 
on rented land, then bought an eighty-acre farm in the northeastern part of 
section 34 and lived there two years, later buying another eighty acres in 
section 27, where he has since resided. He now owns two hundred and 
forty acres in his home farm, besides two other places, each of one hundred 
and sixty acres, one in section 15 and the other in section 16, Tipton town- 
ship; he also owns forty acres in Grant township and some timber land in 
addition, making over six hundred acres all together. He has very valuable 
and desirable land and his home farm is one of the model places in his town- 
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ship, the improvements embracing everything modern and convenient and 
his home and surroundings are tasty and attractive. He has always kept a 
good grade of live stock and has met with encouraging success in whatever 
he has turned his attention to. 



DR. CHARLES C GETHMAN. 

Homeopathy has a very able and worthy champion in Hardin county in the 
person of Dr. Charles C. Getham of Eldora, a man whose great force of char- 
acter and zeal, energy and persistency naturally places him at the head of the 
crowd and he has been a potent factor in the affairs of this locality for some 
time, where he is well known to all classes for his honorable and industrious 
life, both professionally and socially, having worked his way up from humble 
environments to a position of prominence in the community by his own ef- 
forts, surmounting each obstacle on the highway of life, like Ulysses of old, 
and refusing to be downed by untoward circumstances. He is a fine type of 
our honored self-made American citizen. 

Doctor Gethman was born in Blue Grass township, Scott county, Iowa, 
January 19, 1862. He is the son of Louis and Mary (Berns) Gethman, both 
born in the province of Arolsen, Germany, not far from Berlin. When the 
subject was seven years of age the family moved to Tama county and there 
lived on the home farm until he was twenty-one years of age, assisting with 
the general work about the place during the summer months and attending the 
public schools in the winter time. He then began farming for himself on 
rented land, and earned money with which to defray his expenses in school 
and spent three and one-half years in school at Mt. Pleasant and three years at 
Iowa City, where he completed his medical course, graduating from the 
Homeopathic school there in 1893. He worked hard and made his way 
through school, and, according to the instructors, he made a brilliant record. 

After his graduation Doctor Gethman came at once to Eldora and here 
began the practice of his professsion and has since maintained his office in this 
city and he now enjoys a very wide and satisfactory practice, many of his pa- 
tients coming from remote sections of this and adjoining counties. He stands 
at the top of his line and has kept well abreast of the time in everything per- 
taining to homeopathy. He is a member of the State Homeopathic Medical 
Society; and, although he is a homeopath, he enjoys the unique distinction of 
being a member and president of the Hardin County Medical Society. He and 
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his family all belong to the Methodist Episcopal church, and fraternally he 
is a member of the Masonic order, the blue lodge and chapter, also the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. He has been a 
member of the Eldora board of education for seven years. Politically, he is a 
Democrat and has been active in party affairs. He has been chairman of the 
Democratic county central committee since 1904, discharging the duties of the 
same in an able and satisfactory manner. He was elected an alternate to the 
last Democratic national convention. 

Doctor Gethman was married on March 26, 1894, at Alvin, Texas, to 
Ella Haas, a native of Muscatine, Iowa, and the daughter of George and 
Mary B. (Scott) Haas, a highly respected family. Mrs. Gethman has had the 
advantages of a good education and she is a woman of many pleasing charac- 
teristics, which makes her popular with a wide circle of friends. This union 
has resulted in the birth of four children, namely: Esther, the eldest; Max 
died when eighteen years of age; Helen was next in order of birth; George is 
the youngest child. 



JOSEPH J. HOBSON. 

The older readers of this book will readily remember the late Joseph J. 
Hobson, and in remembering him they will naturally recall many charitable 
acts at his hands, for he was a good and useful man whom to know was to 
respect and admire, and he was always an industrious and frugal citizen, 
doing at all times his full share in developing and improving his neighbor- 
hood and township in general and he was highly respected throughout Hardin 
county and wherever he was known. 

Mr. Hobson was born in Randolph county, North Carolina, August 23. 
1833, the son of Joseph and Ruth (Kent) Hobson, both natives of the same 
place, and there they spent their early lives and were married, moving to Mor- 
gan county, Indiana, in pioneer days, where they spent the balance of their 
lives, being successful farmers. They were the parents of seven children, 
named as follows: Aseneth and Mary, both deceased; Dina lives at Rose 
Hill, Kansas; Abbie lives in Morgan county, Indiana; Joseph J., of this re- 
view ; George K. lives in Hendricks county, Indiana. 

Joseph J. Hobson had but a meager schooling. He was seventeen years 
old when he went to Morgan county, Indiana, and went to farming, later 
emigrating to Hardin county, Iowa, where he spent the balance of his life. 

Mr. Hobson was first married to Sarah Hobson, of Yadkin county. 
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North Carolina, who died in Hardin county, Iowa, in 1880, and on February 
25. 1890, he married Susanna A. Hobson, of Yadkin county, North Carolina, 
daughter of John and Susanna (Fleming) Hobson, farmers of that county. 
Mr. Hobson was also a blacksmith, and he and his wife spent their lives in 
their native state. They were highly respected people and their family con- 
sisted of nine children, namely : George, deceased ; James is living in Yadkin 
county, North Carolina, where Anna and Mahala also reside; Margaret is 
deceased ; Henry and David live in Yadkin county, North Carolina ; Susanna 
A., who married Mr. Hobson ; Rachael married Thomas Glenn, of Marshall 
county, Iowa. 

Joseph J. Hobson came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1880 and rented land 
for two years, then bought eighty acres in Providence township and here he 
went to work with a will and soon had a good home established and a good 
farm developed. He added to his original purchase until his place consisted 
of one hundred and fifty-seven acres. To this Mrs. Hobson has later added 
thirty acres, making the home place now one of the choice farms of the town- 
ship. It has been kept well improved and well cultivated. 

Mr. Hobson's death occurred on his farm here on June 28, 1901, after 
a strenuous life spent in agricultural pursuits, in which he was rewarded with 
a large measure of success, having always worked hard and managed well. 
He was well known and had many warm friends throughout the county. 

One son resulted from Mr. Hobson's second marriage, Wesley M., 
whose birth occurred January n, 1891. Although a mere boy, he is success- 
fully operating the home farm for his mother and gives promise of a very 
successful future. 

Mr. Hobson was a Republican, but he held no office. He was a member 
of the Friends church. 



RICHARD D. DUTTON. 

Those who were the neighbors and associates of the late Richard D. 
Button, one of the broad-minded, whole-souled and public-spirited citizens of 
northern Hardin county, will long miss his many acts of kindness, those who 
Were the recipients of his greetings and friendship keeping him fresh ih their 
memories', for he was a man not easily forgotten. 

Mr. Dutton was born at Columbus, Pennsylvania, March 8; 1844, of 
Scotch and French ancestry, his parents being Solomon and Rebecca (Rice) 
Dutton. His boyhood was spent on a small farm adjoining Cohimbus, Penn- 
(46) 
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sylvania, and there he attended school. In 1863 he was united in marriage 
with Elizabeth Trussler, daughter of Elijah and Mary (Tyrrell) Trussler. 
She was bom in Surrey, England, and was twelve years old when her par- 
ents came to America. They lived three years in Chautauqua county, New 
York, then came to Pennsylvania, where she lived until her marriage. In 
1870 Mr. and Mrs. Dutton and her parents came west, the Trussler family 
stopping for a time in Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Dutton and her sister and 
brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. William Sherwood, coming directly to Iowa 
Falls, Iowa. The Sherwoods lived on a farm until about 1903, when they 
moved into Iowa Falls. Mr. and Mrs. Dutton made their home in Iowa Falls 
continuously after first coming to Iowa. A short time after their arrival the 
Trusslers also came and lived with the Duttons the rest of their days, Mr. 
Trussler's death occurring on May 22, 1881, Mrs. Trussler surviving until 
December 21, 1894. They emigrated from England to this country in 1854. 
Of their children, one daughter never left England; their other children are: 
Mrs. W. E. Mabee, who lives in Oregon; Mrs. J. A. McCollough, of Mississ- 
ippi; Mrs. Dutton and Mrs. Sherwood both made their homes in Iowa Falls. 
Reared in the church of England, Mrs. Trussler never ceased to love its beau- 
tiful service, but her ideas of a Christian life were not circumscribed by church 
names or denominational lines, and finding no Episcopal church here, she 
united with the Congregational church, of which she remained a devoted and 
consistent member until her death. She was endowed with an intelligent mind 
and loved good literature, and when hampered by the infirmities of age she 
found great diversion in the companionship of good books, but above all 
other books she loved her Bible and was accustomed to devote an hour each 
day to its study. Answering an inquiry as to her health in her last year of 
life, she said, with a cheery laugh. "Just waiting, waiting for the good Lord 
to call me home." She was a faithful wife, a tender and loving mother and 
a consistent Christian. 

Richard D. Dutton spent all his mature years in and near Iowa Falls. 
He was engaged for many years in the livery business here, and also owned 
a farm near Iowa Falls, which he conducted successfully two or three years, 
and he made a success of his business life. 

One daughter, Mary Myrtle, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Dutton, who 
died when nine years old. She was gentle, quiet and lovable and was endeared 
to her parents and friends by an unusual affection. They adopted a child, 
Artibel, who is now the wife of O. H. Henderson, and they have a daughter, 
Elizabeth; Mrs. Henderson lived in Illinois for some time. 

Mr. Dutton was known to all the older residents, far and near. He was 
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a man of mammoth physique, his personal appearance attracting the atten- 
tion of strangers as well as acquaintances. He was a kind-hearted man and 
was universally liked, and in an unostentatious manner he performed his 
ever) - duty as a husband, father and citizen. His death occurred on October 
13, 1910, when he was sixty-six years old. He had been a member of the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and also of the Masons, and he had passed 
all the chairs in both lodges. Taking an abiding interest in local affairs, he 
held a number of offices, having been constable for twenty-eight years, also 
served as deputy sheriff and as street commissioner of Iowa Falls. He was 
a member of the Congregational church, of which Mrs. Dutton is also a 
worthy member. The high esteem in which Mr. Dutton was held was indi- 
cated by the number who attended his funeral, which was the largest in Iowa 
Falls for many years, and the number and beauty of the floral tributes from 
friends who esteemed him for his true worth of character, these tributes far 
exceeding anything seen in this city up to that time. Such tokens of appre- 
ciation and such wide-spread friendship manifested were sources of much 
consolation to those from whom he was removed by the fate that awaits all 
mankind. 

Mrs. Dutton lives on River street, between Estes and Washington ave- 
nue. She has lived here or in this neighborhood ever since they moved here 
in 1870, with the exception of two or three years spent on their farm in the 
north edge of town. Elijah Trussler, her father, died May 22, 188 1, at the 
age of seventy-nine years, after a long life of patient, unwavering industry 
and unswerving integrity. He was born in Surrey, England, early in the 
nineteenth century. He struggled amid the hardships of a laboring man's 
career in his native country until 1854, then emigrated to America. Though 
burdened with the infirmities of age and failing health during all his resi- 
dence in Iowa Falls, his cheerful face was familiar to all and every man and 
boy had a pleasant greeting for "Uncle Trussler." Many men of far greater 
pretensions have lived less useful lives than he. 



EZRA NUCKOLLS. 

No citizen is better or more favorably known in Hardin county than Ezra 
Nuckolls, a man who has witnessed the wonderful growth of this locality 
and played no inconspicuous role in the development of the same, for he has 
always had its interests at heart and stood ready to do his full share in the 
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work of progress, and, his life having been one of straightforward dealing 
and filled with much good to his fellow men, he has the good will and genuine 
esteem of all who know him. He has been in the jewelry business at Eldora 
between forty-five and fifty years, being one of the large band of home seekers 
who came here just after the close of the Civil War. He was born at Mount 
Vernon, Linn county, Iowa, January 5, 1843, the son of James and Mary Ann 
(Barkley) Nuckolls, the father a native of Crabb Orchard, Kentucky, and 
the mother of Indiana. Through the ancestry of the latter the family can be 
traced back to Barkley of Ura, who was given the estate of Ura in Scotland 
for having saved the British crown at one time when he was at the head of the 
British navy. The great-grandfather of Ezra Nuckolls on the maternal side 
was a soldier in the British army during the Revolutionary war, having come 
to the United States with the Continental army and after the war he was 
granted six hundred acres in Nova Scotia, on which was built the chief city 
of that province. In later years the family owned the ground in New York 
city where Trinity church now stands. The father of the subject was driven 
out of Kentucky — in fact, his life was greatly endangered because he freed 
the slaves that he inherited. James Nuckolls and wife came to Linn county, 
Iowa, in 1842 and lived on a farm near Mount Vernon, where his son, Ezra, 
was born. When he was four years old the family moved on the Wapsipinicon 
river, where the town of Waubeck is now located, and there the subject lived 
until he was fourteen years of age, his father having died when he was eleven 
years old. He went to Anamosa, Iowa, when fourteen years old, where his 
brother-in-law was engaged in carpentering, and there he worked about nine 
months, learning the trade. He then took a position as apprentice to a jeweler, 
and remained at the trade until the outbreak of the Civil war, at which time he 
was earning three dollars and twenty-five cents per day and board. He also 
learned to be an expert photographer during that time, winning sweepstake 
prizes at various fairs for excellence in his work. The last year before the 
war his work cleared nine hundred dollars on photography alone, besides 
what he made in the jewelry business. In July, 1861, he gave up his position 
and enlisted as fourth corporal in Company D, Ninth Iowa Infantry. They 
were compelled to wait some months at Dubuque to be mustered into service, 
and during that time he and Second Sergeant Hines organized a volunteer 
drill squad, and attained marked proficiency in their work. He was sent to 
Missouri and after taking part in a number of hot skirmishes he participated 
in the battle of Pea Ridge, during which he was promoted to second sergeant 
l>ccause of his proficiency as a drill master. After that engagement he was 
sent to Helena. Arkansas, thence back to Iowa on recruiting service, being 
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placed in charge of the recruiting rendezvous at McGregor. He rejoined his 
regiment at Young's Point after an absence of three or four months, and there 
he remained through the siege, and while there he was promoted to second 
lieutenant. In 1863 he was appointed colonel of a colored regiment, but upon 
learning that it would be kept in the rear on guard duty, he refused the com- 
mission, preferring active duty at the front. The regiment which he refused 
to lead was afterwards massacred at Fort Pillow. In the winter of 1864 a 
number of his regiment veteranized and came home on a furlough, bringing a 
great many recruits back to the army with them, and Mr. Nuckolls was made 
regimental drill master in charge of the new recruits. When the army pre- 
pared to march on Atlanta he was made an aid-de-camp on the staff of General 
Williamson. It being apparent that their term of enlistment would expire 
before the campaign ended, he and a number of others petitioned General 
Sherman to be allowed to remain in the service until the campaign was 
finished, which petition was granted. After the battle of Lookout Mountain 
they Went on into Georgia, being in many sharp engagements en route. On 
July 22, 1864, Mr. Nuckolls took a conspicuous part in the battle of Atlanta, 
being in the most decisive action of that important engagement. Contrary to 
the command of General Williamson, he obeyed the invitation of Major An- 
derson to join him in a charge on the enemy's flank, and there, where the fire 
of the Confederates was concentrated, Lieutenant Nuckolls led his men to 
victory, which scene was pictured in the panorama of the battle of Atlanta, 
and wherever it was shown the lecturer pointed out Lieutenant Nuckolls urg- 
ing his men to the attack. Six days later the subject was in the battle of Ezra 
church, later the battle of Jonesboro, which resulted in the fall of Atlanta. 
He was mustered out at Chattanooga, Tennessee, on October 26, 1864. Three 
days later an order came transferring him to the signal service of the regular 
army, with the rank of captain, but he being then out of the service, the order 
was inoperative. After his discharge he went to Mechanicsville, where he 
worked a few months at the jeweler's trade, up to the time of Lincoln's assas- 
sination. He came to Eldora, Iowa, on April 22, 1865, and opened a jewelry 
business on his own account and here he has continued to the present day, en- 
joying a liberal patronage, his trade extending for many miles in all direc- 
tions, always giving the utmost satisfaction. It is now over fifty-three years 
since he first engaged in the trade. 

On October 26, 1868, Mr. Nuckolls was married to Leona Caroline East- 
man, daughter of ex-Lieutenant-Governor E. W. Eastman. Her mother was 
known in her maidenhood as Sarah Caroline Greenotigh. Her father was 
lieutenant-governor of Iowa during the Civil war and probably the most dis- 
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tinguished citizen Hardin county has ever produced. His record is given at 
length elsewhere in this work. 1 

Mr. and Mrs. Nuckolls became the parents of five children, their first son, 
Howard, dying when about two years old ; those living are, Edward Worthen, 
James, Susannah, who married Frank Hammond, and Rachael Frances. 

Mr. Nuckolls has always taken an active interest in the affairs of his com- 
munity and has held various minor offices, in which he performed his duties 
ably and conscientiously. As a member of the Masonic order he has attained 
the Knight Templar degree and for a number of years was high priest of the I 
local chapter of the Royal Arch Masons. He is a member of the Society of 
the Army of the Tennessee and of the Grand Army of the Republic. He and 
his wife belong to the Congregational church at Eldora, of which he has been 
a member from the time of its organization, and he was first treasurer of the 
same. Mr. Nuckolls finds diversion in raising fine chickens. He is a man 
whom to know is to admire and respect. 

in 

HERSCHEL H. SMITH. j* 

Union township is one of the richest of the townships of Hardin county 
and has within its borders many excellent farms, but none superior to that 
which is owned by Mr. Smith, Who. though a young man, has proved his 
capability and that he is a worthy son of his father, who was one of the most 
respected and influential farmers in the community. 

Herschel H. Smith was born in Union township, Hardin county, on 
February 25, 1870. He is the son of Henry Clay Smith, who was born in 
Steuben county, New York, on February 1, 1845, the son of Thomas J. and 
Margaret (Gilchrist) Smith. In 1862 Henry C. Smith enlisted in the Thirty- 
fourth New York Infantry, and took part in the battles of Trium, Stone 
River. Liberty Gap. Tallahoma. Warsaw Ridge. Chattanooga, Buzzard 
Roost. Resaca and Kenesaw Mountain. At the latter fight he was struck in 
the left eye by a ball which came out near his right ear. He was under fire 
from the 8th of May to the 27th of July, and at Stone River was taken prison- 
er and spent five months in Libby prison. Ever after he left the service until 
his death he suffered from the injuries received in the war. 

In 1865 H. C. Smith came to Hardin county, Iowa, and in 1868 married 
Hannah Eva Bushman, of Carroll county, Illinois, where she was born on 
May 18, 1850. She is now residing in Union. Iowa. Mr. Smith died on De- 
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cember 15, 1900. Mr. Smith started in a small way, but prospered very much. 
He was especially fond of good stock and gained some reputation as a stock 
raiser. He was a member of the Grand Army at Union ; and, in politics, was 
a strong Republican. Mr. Smith was a man much addicted to the pleasures 
of home life, and was a loving husband and kind father in the truest sense of 
those words. 

To Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Smith were born four children, Herschel H., 
Julia Eva, who married Albert D. Foster, of Hardin county ; Edith A. and 
Logan C, who are at home with their mother. 

Herschel H. Smith attended the home schools, and grew to manhood on 
the farm, early deciding to adopt farming as his vocation. He was married 
in 1894 to Lillian C. Smith, the daughter of Albert W. and Cecelia (Comp- 
ton) Smith. Her father is now in Colorado: her mother is dead. To this mar- 
riage have been born three children, Vetra Clair, Dallas Maxwell and Olive. 
At the time of his marriage Mr. Smith located on the farm where he now 
lives, and is carrying on general farming and the raising of fine graded stock. 
He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America. Herschel Smith is 
well known and popular among the residents of his community, and is a young 
man of intelligence and enterprise, one of the rising men of the township. 



WILLIAM P. WILSON. 

Among the progressive farmers of Union township is William P. Wil- 
son, who is a descendant of an old and well-known family of Ohio, and who 
himself is one of the early settlers of Hardin county, and first located here 
when the county Was almost a wilderness. He has, by his energy, built up a 
good farm and has reached prosperity. 

William P. Wilson was born on October 29, i860, the son of Joseph 
Allen and Anzoletta (Sayer) Wilson. J. A. Wilson was born in Logan coun- 
ty, Ohio, on May 1, 1832, the son of Robert and Elizabeth (Holt) Wilson, 
who were natives of Kentucky. Robert Wilson was a soldier in the war of 
1812. Mrs. J. A. Wilson was the daughter of Milton V. and James Sayer, 
and was born in Logan county, Ohio, on January 17, 1839. Her parents came 
to Ohio in 1818, and there spent the remainder of their lives. J. A. Wilson 
and his family moved from Ohio to Rock Island county, Illinois, in 1854, and, 
in September, i860, came to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in Union town- 
ship. At that time there was no market nearer than Waterloo, Iowa. In 
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1862 Mr. Wilson enlisted in the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry and served for 
three years faithfully. He was successful as a farmer and was prominently 
identified with the early schools of the county. In politics he was a Republic- 
an. He was a member of the Grand Army post at Eldora. J. A. Wilson was 
known to the earlier residents of the county as a man of strict integrity and 
strong character, who was always to be found on the side of right and prog- 



GEORGE WHITNEY. 

A man who has long been a resident of Hardin county is the subject of 
this review, one who in the pioneer times experienced many hardships. George 
Whitney made his first home in Hardin county in the winter of 1855-56 in 
the twenty by twenty log cabin built by Grecnbury Haggin, on the northeast 
quarter of section 26, Union township. This winter was the hardest in the 
recollection of Mr. Whitney, and indeed the hardest experienced in Iowa 
since the coming of the whites. The cabin in which Mr. Whitney lived was of 
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Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Wilson were the parents of twelve children, five liv- 
ing, namely: Mary E., William P., Elizabeth J., Deborah L. (dead), John A., 
Alma G. and Cora E. (dead), Robert M., Thomas H., Herbert, Emma and 
James B. are all dead. 

William P. Wilson received his education in the home schools. Later he 
took up farming as a vocation, and in 1883 moved onto a part of the home 
place. On March 26, 1882, he was married to Olive Cross, the daughter of 
Asher J. and Harriet M. (Baker) Cross of Gifford, Iowa. To this marriage 
four children were born : Roy Wayne, who married Minta J. Rowen, the 
daughter of W. H. Rowen. of Union township; Nina Esther, married Leon- 
idas L. McFarland, of Lake Park, Iowa; Robert Milton married Viola M. 
Vigars; Everett Allen is at home. 

Mr. Wilson has taken much interest in farming, and has been very suc- 
cesssful. His cattle, horses and hogs are fine specimens of the breeders' and 
the feeders' art. The farm is well improved with excellent outbuildings and 
a comfortable home. In 1884 Mr. Wilson set out the fine orchard and the 
shade trees which make his home conspicuous in Hardin county for its beauty. 
In politics he is a Republican, but never cared for office. Mr. Wilson is well 
known and the many excellent qualities of his character have won for him 
many friends, and he is highly respected in his township as one of its solid and 
reliable citizens. 
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the rudest kind, with clapboard roof and puncheon floor, the door hung on 
wooden hinges, while the family used a dry goods box for a table. There 
was a big fireplace in one end with a chimney made of mud and sticks. Mr. 
Whitney tells of one of the severest snow storms of the winter which lasted 
a day and a half and two nights, nearly burying the cabin. He hoisted the 
younger children to the attic where they shoveled down the snow that had 
drifted through the broken roof, while he carried it out in a basket, having to 
be careful that he did not fall through the broken floor. The next season he 
roofed the house and fixed it up to last until he built a new house. Here he 
remained and built up a farm, adding to his holdings until he now owns the 
land surrounding the original farm, his land lying in four sections in this 
part of Union township. In early days Mr. Whitney's home was often used 
by the travelers as a resting place, for his latchstring was always out and they 
were made heartily welcome. How different today are the customs and scenes 
in this part of Iowa from the time when Mr. Whitney first settled here. 

George Whitney was born in Dutchess county, New York, on September 
12, 1823, a son of Crosby and Mary (Cannon) Whitney. Crosby Whitney 
was the son of Reuben and Ruth Whitney, who were of German stock, and 
was born in Maine. He passed through many hardships in his younger days 
and practically raised himself. In 1827 he died in Canada, where he had 
come overland by wagon, driving through the hub-deep snow. The first win- 
ter and summer while in Canada he worked for the British government, mak- 
ing a road and laying out a town. Each laborer was to receive one hundred 
acres of land for hire, but this land proved to be unproductive and would 
raise nothing but wild buckwheat. Crosby Whitney left two children, George, 
and Lvdia, who married Samuel Row. She died near Dubuque, Iowa, and 
left four children: Frederick, deceased; Ira, of Rockford, Illinois; Eva, of 
Dubuque, Iowa; and Ella, of Florida. Mrs. Whitney, the mother of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, subsequently married Caleb Tompkins, who was a native 
of Dutchess county, New York, came to Illinois in 1838, and in 1854 moved 
to Marshall county, Iowa, and later to California, where he died. The chil- 
dren of this marriage were Eliza J., Sarah, Samuel, and Caleb. Mary Car- 
mon, the wife of Crosby Whitney and Caleb Tompkins, was of German de- 
scent. Her brothers and sisters were Sarah, Phoebe, Trelow, Amy, Edward, 
who was in the Canadian Rebellion, and laid for a long time in the London 
jail, because he refused to swear that he would not take up arms against the 
queen, and Marion. 

When a young man George Whitney started from Canada, in company 
with a friend of the family named Vandiwalker, and came to St. Joseph, 



Digitized by Google 



730 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



Michigan, where he remained for two months, then pushed on to Stephenson 
county. Illinois, to join his mother. In 1846 he married, in Stephenson coun- 
ty, Maria Row. In 1850 he left his wife at home on the little farm and started 
overland to California, and there followed mining for four years, enduring 
many hardships and living the exciting and adventurous life of the gold seek- 
ers. He returned to Stephenson county by way of the isthmus. In 1855 he 
started with his family for Hardin county, Iowa, and spent the first winter in 
the manner noted above. Since that time he has lived in Union township and 
has prospered and become a man of influence and standing in the community 
in which he has lived so long, and of which he is now one of the oldest resi- 
dents. Maria Row, his wife, was the daughter of Frederick Row, both her 
father and mother being native's of Holland. After forty-seven years of 
married life, she died in 1903, and is buried in Union cemetery. She was 
ever a faithful and loving wife and mother. The children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Whitney are: Crosby, deceased; Henry, of Union; Martha; Jane; Eugene, 
a prominent politician of Sioux City ; and George, of Tipton township, Hardin 
county. 

Mr. Whitney was raised a Whig and cast his first vote for Henry Clay. 
He has voted the Republican ticket since the formation of the party. His 
schooling was meagre, but by reading and observation he has gained much of 
education. Though eighty-seven years of age, he is well preserved physically 
and his mind is as clear as that of many men at forty. George Whitney has 
never considered it necessary for him to have a church to bolster him up in 
order to do right, but he has stood out through life as a man of honest and 
upright character and the strictest integrity, who is much to be admired. 



GEORGE LEPLEY. 

Among the early settlers of Hardin county the name of George Lepley 
was well known as that of an honest and hard-working man, who, when he 
came to this county, owned but little, but whose pluck and perseverance won 
for him a competence in the goods of this life and a high place in the esteem 
of .his neighbors, so that the loss to the community was keenly felt when he 
passed away. 

George Lepley was born in Knox county, Ohio, on January 26, 103 ! - 
the fourth child of Jacob and Margaret f Horman) Lepley. His parents were 
natives of Pennsylvania, and came to Knox county when it was almost un- 
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settled and took up heavy timber land, which Mr. Lepley cleared and im- 
proved and on which they lived until their deaths. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Lepley 
were faithful members of the Lutheran church. They took a leading part in 
all the activities of the neighborhood in which they lived, and were the par- 
ents of the following children: Valentine, of Union township, Hardin county, 
Iowa; Caroline, deceased; William, deceased; George; Susan, deceased, who 
married Martin Purty ; Adam, deceased ; Philip, deceased ; Elizabeth, on the 
old place in Knox county, Ohio ; Mary, on the old Knox county farm. 

George Lepley grew up on the old farm and attended the home schools. 
The same pioneer spirit which led his parents to settle in the then new coun- 
try of Ohio led their sons to seek the new country farther west, and in 1854 
Valentine and George Lepley drove through from Ohio to Union township, 
Hardin county, Iowa, and there took up wild land, which they cleared. George 
Lepley made all the improvements on the farm on which he spent the re- 
mainder of his days. He devoted his attention largely to stock raising, and 
though he had nothing when he came to the county, he slowly accumulated 
property until he became the owner of one of the best farms in the county and 
built for himself and his family a fine and comfortable residence. 

In 1862 George Lepley enlisted in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa In- 
fantry, going into rendezvous at Camp Franklin on October 6th, when his regi- 
ment was sworn in for three years' service or until the close of the war. Mr. 
Lepley took part in all the campaigns of this valiant regiment, whose history 
is given elsewhere in this volume, was a faithful and reliable soldier, and was 
discharged in August, 1865. During his service he was the victim of sun- 
stroke, which gave him much trouble in later life. He was an enthusiastic 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic, his post being at Union. 

On February 19, 1874, George Lepley was married to Catherine Kem- 
mer, who was born in Knox county, Ohio, on November 4, 1838, the daughter 
of Samuel Kemmer, a native of Pennsylvania, and Hester (Wolf) Kemmer, a 
native of Virginia. Her father came west to Knox county, Ohio, when a 
boy, grew up with the country, and married there, spending the rest of his 
life as a farmer in the county of his adoption. Mr. and Mrs. Kemmer were 
members of the Baptist church. Their children were: Elizabeth, deceased; 
John, deceased ; Nancy, deceased ; Catherine ; Martin, who died on the field of 
battle at Chattanooga; Mary Jane, living on the old home place in Knox coun- 
ty; Lydia, deceased, and Samuel, deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Lepley two 
sons were born, Samuel K. and Oscar, both of whom have spent their lives on 
the home place, and are capable and enterprising farmers. 

George Lepley died on March 20, 1902. In politics he was a Democrat ; 
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in religion a member of the Disciples church. He was a man of strong char- 
acter, whose success evinced the possession of good business judgment; was 
widely known in the county, and wherever known was liked and esteemed. To 
his widow and sons he left the memory of a husband and father ever kind and 
considerate, who had lived a life which all the world might call good. 



THOMAS WALSH. 

To a mind thoroughly awake to the reality and meaning of human exis- 
tence there are noble lessons in the career of an individual who, with little 
other means than a clear head, strong arm and true heart, directed and con- 
trolled by correct principles and unerring judgment, conquers adversity and, 
toiling on, finally wins material success and, what is of more importance, the 
respect and confidence of those with whom his active years have brought him 
into contact. Such a one is found in the person of Thomas Walsh, whose 
honorable course as a business man and distinguished career as a public official 
have conferred credit and dignity upon himself and the locality of which he 
has long been a resident. 

Thomas Walsh, of Eldora, Iowa, the present efficient and popular sheriff 
of Hardin county, is a scion of a hardy and sterling old Canadian family, and 
he himself was born at Ormstown, Canada, May 31, 1864, and he is the son of 
James and Ann (Strachan) Walsh, the father a native of northern Ireland, of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry, and the mother was of Scotch extraction. The subject 
lived at Ormstown until he was about fifteen years of age, when he, his two 
brothers, Robert T. and Andrew, and their father, went west to Manitoba and 
took up land and there took up the milling business, and ran a saw mill and 
grist mill. Four years later Thomas Walsh came to North Dakota, squatting 
on land in Cavalier county when the* land was not yet surveyed and the country 
was wild. Remaining there until the fall of 1890, he came to Chicago and 
secured employment with the West Chicago Street Railway Company, with 
which he remained until 1897, part of the time as instructor of new men on 
the line. He then moved to Iowa Falls, Iowa, and for a year followed the 
carpenter's trade. During the next nine years he was on the road as salesman 
of marble and granite, being very successful in this line of endeavor. 

Politically, Mr. Walsh is a progressive Republican and he has taken a 
great deal of interest in party affairs. In 1903 he was candidate for nomina- 
tion for sheriff of Hardin county and came within sixty-four votes of the 
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nomination. Three years later he was again a candidate and received the nom- 
ination of his party and was subsequently elected, taking office in January, 1907. 
In the primaries of 1906 he had a majority of one thousand, one hundred and 
sixty-one and about one thousand, two hundred and fifty majority in the 
election, thus proving his popularity over the county. In the primaries of 
1908 he had no opposition and in the fall election he again won by a majority 
as large as the first election. Having made such a satisfactory record in this 
important office during his two first terms, he was again nominated in the 
spring of 1910, this time with a majority of about thirteen hundred, and in 
the fall election of that year, although the total vote cast was five hundred less 
than usual at a general election, he still had a majority of over a thousand 
votes. His record has been one to elicit the hearty approval of his constituents 
and to all concerned, irrespective of party alignment. He was active in the 
local organization of the progressive wing of his party and he was a delegate 
to the party's state convention, where he made his influence felt for the general 
good of the party. 

Fraternally, Mr. Walsh is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen, the Royal Neighbors 
and the Homesteaders. 

The domestic life of Mr. Walsh began in 1889, when he was united in 
marriage with Etta L. Calder, w ho was born at Brampton, Ontario, and she 
was the daughter of A. R. and Maria Calder. To this union three children 
have been born, Bessie L., Irene C. and James A. 

Mr. Walsh was reared a Presbyterian, and his wife and daughters belong 
to the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Personally Mr. Walsh is a man of robust physique and imposing pres- 
ence, impressing one at a glance as a born leader of men. In disposition he is 
frank, earnest, straightforward and honorable, and his local popularity is 
shown from the fact that while it is a rare thing for any one to hold office 
three times in succession in Hardin county, his third election was the largest. 
He is one of the most popular officials the county has ever had. 



SAMUEL R. SPURLIN. 

A member of a family who have long been residents of Hardin county, 
and who have taken a full and prominent share in the activities of the com- 
munities in which they have resided, Mr. Spurlin is one of the substantial and 
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prosperous farmers of Hardin county, who is entitled to mention in this work 
as a representative citizen. 

Samuel R. Spurlin was born on May 26, 185 1 , in Mercer county, Illinois, 
the son of Daniel, and Ann Jane (Swift) Spurlin. His father was a native 
of Yadkin county, North Carolina, and died in 1867, at the age of sixty-nine. 
He had in his youth no chance for schooling and was self-learned. As a young 
man he moved to Indiana, and there learned the blacksmith's trade, and here 
was first married. About 1846 he went to Mercer county, Illinois, and in 1851 
moved by wagon to Hardin county, Iowa, driving his sheep and cattle and 
spending three months on the road. He located on section 14, Union town- 
ship, first holding one hundred and twenty acres, and later one hundred and 
sixty. His sons cultivated the farm, while he worked at his trade, and people 
came from Iowa Falls on the north and an equal distance in all direc- 
tions to get work done. In politics he was a Democrat, and in religion a mem- 
ber of the Disciples church. 

By his first marriage Daniel Spurlin was the father of six children, one 
of whom is now living in Joy, Illinois, Eliza, w ho married first William Leech, 
and later Nathaniel O'Dell. To his second marriage seven children were 
born: Ellen, the widow of Stanford Anderson, of Liscomb, Iowa; Zachariah, 
a farmer at Ackley, Minnesota ; Jeremiah, deceased, a farmer of Union town- 
ship; Samuel R. ; Andrew, on the old place (see sketch) ; Daniel, on part of 
the old farm (see sketch) ; Delilah, who married first William Sloan, who 
died in 1881, and later, in 1884, William Piatt, of Michigan, who now lives 
in Humboldt, South Dakota. The mother of these children was a native of 
Pennsylvania, and died in 1899, aged eighty-one. 

Samuel R. Spurlin received but a limited schooling, and lived with his 
mother until, on August 29, 1889. he was married to Angie Lockwood, of 
Union township, the daughter of Lyman H. and Theresa (Tate) Lockwood. 
Her father was a native of Franklin county, Ohio, her mother of Harpers 
Ferry, Virginia, and they were married in 1850, and in 1855 came to Iowa, 
locating on government land two miles east of Union, where they spent the 
rest of their days. Mrs. Lockwood died on July 6, 1885, Mr. Lockwood in 
1903. For many years he held the office of justice of the peace, as well as 
other offices of trust, and was in politics a stanch Republican. Few men in his 
community stood as high in the estimation of their neighbors as he. He was 
greatly attached to his home and his family. Mr. and Mrs. Lockwood were 
the parents of the following children: J. O., of Lodi, California, now operat- 
ing a fruit ranch and vineyard, who married Cora Austin, of Kansas; Ella 
M., who married Rufus Sheets, and is living in Canada; Clara M.. who mar- 
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ried Horace J. Benson, a miller of Union, Hardin county, Iowa; Eliza, de- 
ceased; Angie; Frank, of the Union Mills at Union, who married May 
Holmes; Florence, the wife of Burt Gallaway, of Hastings. Nebraska; Alice, 
who died at the age of two. 

After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Spurlin lived for two years on the old 
Lockwood farm, then for two years on section 2, Union township, where Mr. 
Spurlin owned one hundred and twenty acres, then were for a time at the 
Union Mills. In the spring of 1903 they rented the old Lockwood farm again 
for two years, and then bought out the heirs, and now own this farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres, on which Mr. Spurlin built a good barn in 1909, and 
in 1910 a modern ten-room house, making the buildings on the farm equal to 
any in the neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. Spurlin are the parents of four 
children, Dean, Florence, Ross and Theresa. Mr. Spurlin has spent his life 
in farming, giving the most of his attention to dairying, in which he has been 
successful. He raises high grade Shorthorn cattle and Shropshire and Cots- 
wold sheep. In politics he is a Democrat and has filled many local offices. A 
man of sterling character and ever ready to accommodate a neighbor, he is 
highly respected by those who know him. 



LEWIS E. RASH. 

Prominent among the older residents and larger landholders of Hardin 
county is Lewis E. Rash, who came to the county more than fifty years ago 
and entered wild land. He has, by his diligence and perseverance in his occu- 
pation, gained a competence and attained prosperity and become a man of in- 
fluence in his community, who is ever ready to aid in whatever promises the 
betterment of public conditions. 

Lewis E. Rash was born in eastern Tennessee on April 24, 1834, the son 
of Robert and Setha (Bryant) Rash. His parents moved to Keokuk county, 
Iowa, in 1847, ar, d. spending their active lives there died in Keokuk, the 
mother on November 13, 1893. They were the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Peggie, deceased ; Lindie, who married Jacob Eller, lived for a long time 
in Tennessee and died in Kansas ; Melvin, of Union township, Hardin county ; 
Burton, deceased; Caroline, who married James Welsh, and is deceased, as 
is her husband; Lewis E. ; John, who married Miss Glover and lived in Union 
township, now deceased ; Watson ; Nancy ; Amanda, deceased, who married 
Will Jones, deceased, and Dannie, deceased. 
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In 1856 Lewis E. Rash was married to Rachel Hammer, who was born 
in eastern Tennessee on May 23, 1836, and died in 1893, a f* er thirty-seven 
years of married life. To this union twelve children were born: Alva Curtis, 
who was born on December 3, 1857, now living in Garden, Nebraska; Colum- 
bus Elliott, born in May, 1859, now living near Union, the subject of another 
sketch ; Nancy C. was born on June 16, 1861, and is now deceased; Flora Ann, 
born on December 15, 1863. married Lewis Thompson; Benjamin J., on 
March 25, 1865; Emma R., on April 16, 1867; Solon L., on August 28, 
1869; Henry Thomas, on August xi, 1871 ; Bertha Jane and Burton F., on 
November 10, 1874 (Burton died on March 17, 1875); Andrew Seth, on 
January 12, 1877, and Gertie May, on February 22, 1881, and died on March 
12, 1 881. In January, 1897, Mr - Rasn was married to Mrs. Udella McCol- 
lom, the widow of William McCollom and the daughter of Isaac and Emily 
Hughes. She was married to Mr. McCollom in 1877, in Ohio. He died in 
1893. To their union five children were born, Stella, Ensa, James, Emily and 
a boy who died in infancy. 

In 1857, shortly after his first marriage, Mr. Rash came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and located on the farm where he now lives. He took up one 
hundred and sixty acres of wild land, and added to this two hundred acres in 
Grant township and eighty more in Union township. This land he improved 
and made into a first-class farm, one which has no superior in the county and 
on which he has spent his time and attention since coming to this county, 
for which he has received a merited reward in his present prosperity. Mr. 
Rash is widely known in Hardin county as a successful farmer. He is now 
retired from active life and is enjoying his later life in the society of his 
friends and the comforts which his own exertions have procured. 



ERASMUS A. RHODES. 

There are no more painstaking and scientific farmers in Hardin county 
than Erasmus A. Rhodes, of Providence township, as a look over his attrac- 
tive and well cultivated farm would readily indicate, and his long years of 
close application have been appropriately rewarded. Mr. Rhodes was born in 
Lincoln county, Ohio, March 5, 1850, and he is the son of Peachy H. and 
Elizabeth (Krouse) Rhodes, the father a native of Virginia and the mother 
of Licking county. Ohio. The paternal grandfather was a native of Virginia 
and the maternal grandfather was a native of Pennsylvania. They both died 



Digitized by CjO 




ERASMUS A. RHODES AND FAMILY 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



737 



in the East. The father of the subject grew up in Virginia and was educated 
there. He married in Licking county, Ohio, and was a pioneer there. He ob- 
tained wild land which he improved and on which he established a good home, 
giving especial attention to stock raising. He and his family came to Vin- 
ton, Iowa, in 1856 and later to Steamboat Rock, this state, where they bought 
a farm. In 1862 he moved to Georgetown, Colorado, having driven through 
with an ox team, and while there he enlisted for service in the Union army, 
participating in several battles with the Indians. His wife died in 1865, and 
he later came back to Iowa, locating in Hardin county, where he farmed for a 
short time, then returned to Colorado, where he lived several years, then re- 
turned to Iowa and lived with his children, dying in Eldora December 20, 
1889. While living in Colorado he devoted his attention to mining and was 
very successful, but was swindled out of a great deal of his holdings. He was 
a member of the Methodist church and he joined the Masons in Ohio. He 
was thrice married, his second wife being a Mrs. Hoover. His third wife 
was Mrs. Mary Smith, of Steamboat Rock, Iowa. Twelve children were 
bom of his first union and one by his third wife, namely : Catherine is living 
in Nebraska; Sarah; Evaline; Lydia A. is deceased; Erasmus A., of this re- 
view ; John, of Des Moines, Iowa ; Jennie ; Erastus, deceased ; George. Ella, 
Esma, Flora and Peachy, of Hardin county. 

Erasmus A. Rhodes was educated in the home schools and he started in 
life for himself at the age of nineteen, working out five years. He followed 
farming in Sherman township, this county, two years, then farmed in Eldora 
township two years, then he bought eighty acres in section 21, Providence 
township. 

On March 18, 1874, Mr. Rhodes married Emeline E. Walton, of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, daughter of Ezekiel and Catherine (Waggle) Walton, 
natives of Pennsylvania. In 1852 this family moved to LaSalle county, 
Illinois, and in 1866 to Pleasant township, Hardin county, Iowa, where 
they spent the balance of their lives on a farm, both dying there. Their 
family consisted of twelve children, namely : Thomas, Nancy, John, Sarah J., 
all deceased; Martha lives at Buffalo Center, Iowa; Armstrong is deceased; 
Daniel lives at Buffalo Center, Iowa ; William and Wilson are both deceased ; 
Emeline E., wife of Mr. Rhodes; Almina and Nancy are both deceased. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes : Edith 
married Oliver Reece, of Providence township, this county, and they have 
two children; Frank, who is farming in Grant township, this county, married 
Ruth Andrews and they have live children; Harley, who married Maggie 
Reed, is farming in Providence township; Myrtle married A. Rash and. they 
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live in Providence township; Floyd, who married Nellie Mills, is farming on 
the home place. 

In 1878 Erasmus A. Rhodes located in Providence township, this county, 
on the farm which he still owns and operates and on which he placed many 
valuable and extensive improvements and which he has brought up to a high 
state of cultivation. He has a pleasant and substantial home and convenient 
outbuildings. His place consists of two hundred and forty acres, and in con- 
nection with general farming he raises an excellent grade of live stock, in- 
cluding draft horses. He has always been a farmer and has given his ex- 
clusive attention to this line of endeavor, w ith the result that he has met with 
success all along the line, and, having been a hard worker all his life, he 
deserves it, having started out for* himself with no capital and no one to aid 
him. 

Politically, Mr. Rhodes is a Prohibitionist. He has held many of the 
township offices, always to his credit and to the satisfaction of all concerned, 
for he has ever taken an abiding interest in the upbuilding of his community 
and county. He and his wife are worthy members of the Friends church. 



WILLIAM J. BOWERS. 

The writer of biography, dealing with the personal history of men en- 
gaged in the various affairs of every-day life, occasionally finds a subject 
whose record commands exceptional interest and admiration, and especially 
is this true when he has achieved more than ordinary success or made his in- 
fluence felt as a leader of thought or a benefactor of his kind. William J- 
Bowers, who, after a long and useful career, is now living in honorable re- 
tirement in Eldora, Hardin county, is eminently of that class who earn the in- 
disputable right to rank in the van of the army of progressive men, having 
done much toward promoting the general good of this locality. 

Mr. Bowers was born in Licking county, Ohio, at the village of Chatham, 
August 31. 1840. and when ten years of age, in 1850, he came with his par- 
ents, David and Elizabeth (Golden) Bowers, to Cedar county, Iowa. The 
father was born in Stark county, Ohio, and he devoted his life to farming. In 
1854 he brought his family to Hardin county and took up government land 
m Jackson township and built the first house on the prairie between Eldora 
and Iowa Falls; they had few neighbors and had to go many miles to do their 
trading and milling. Here the elder Bowers worked hard and managed well 
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and in due course of time developed an excellent farm and established a good 
home and here he spent the balance of his life, his death occurring in 1876, 
at the age of seventy-six years, his wife having preceded him to the grave 
fifteen years, and they are buried in Berlin cemetery, not far from the old 
homestead, Berlin being the village that once aspired to be the county seat, 
but failed. At that place David Bowers assisted in starting the United Breth- 
ren church, which died out later, then he became a Methodist. He was a promi- 
nent man in the early affairs of the county and held a number of township 
offices, such as treasurer, school trustee, etc. He was a loyal Republican. 
His family consisted of the following children: William J., of this review; 
Inman Henderson, who was a farmer in Jackson township, died when fifty- 
eight years old; Elon Frances, married John Swaggart, who is now living 
retired at Eldora ; Mary Minerva is the wife of J. S. Kersey, who is living re- 
tired at Eldora. 

William J. Bowers lived at home, assisting with the hard work of de- 
veloping the farm from the wild prairie, and obtaining such education as those 
early times afforded, until he gave vent to his patriotic impulses by enlisting, 
on August 11, 1862, in Company F, Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
in which he served very faithfully for three years and fourteen days, being 
mustered out on August 24, 1865, having served with his company all the 
while, participating in thirteen battles and many skirmishes, his regiment 
losing two hundred and forty-five men out of five hundred, or nearly one- 
half, at the battle of Pleasant Hill on Red river, this being the hardest fight 
for three hours he ever witnessed. After receiving an honorable discharge, 
Mr. Bowers returned home and engaged in farming on the old home place, 
which he rented two years, later buying a farm, which he finally sold, and 
started to develop a new prairie farm in Jackson township of ninety-one 
acres and there he remained and prospered as a general farmer and stock 
raiser until he moved to Eldora in 1898. He paid only eight dollars and 
twenty-five cents per acre for this place, but after he had it under a high state 
of improvement and cultivation he sold it at forty-seven and one-half dol- 
lars per acre, after living there twenty-seven years and becoming known as 
one of the leading agriculturists of the township. Since coming to Eldora 
he has been engaged in house painting and has built two substantial houses 
here and he has a neat and attractive home. He has been very successful 
in his life work and has laid by a competency. 

Politically, Mr. Bowers is a Republican, but he has never aspired to 
public office. He is a member of the Methodist church at Eldora and is trus- 
tee of the same. He belongs to the Edward C. Buckner Post No. 154, Grand 
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Army of the Republic, at Eldora, and he has kept up with the history of his 
regiment. 

Mr. Bowers was married in Jackson township on December 10, 1866, to 
Amelia C. Speers. She was born in Harrison county, Ohio, and when a child 
was brought to Washington county, Iowa, and spent her childhood in this 
state and was educated here. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bowers: Fleeta 
May, the wife of Samuel H. Rathbone, of Tacoma, Washington; Geo Millie 
is the wife of J. W. Reynolds, of Santa Cruz, California; Ella Frances is 
the wife of R. W. Heard, agent of the Northwestern railroad at Marathon, 
Buena Vista county, Iowa. 



ANDREW E. SMITH. 

It is interesting to note from the beginning the growth and development 
of a community, to note the lines along which progress has been made and to 
take cognizance of those whose industry and leadership in the work of ad- 
vancement have rendered possible the present prosperity of the locality under 
consideration. Andrew E. Smith, having come to Hardin county in its early 
history, has done much toward its upbuilding and he is one of the best known 
men in the eastern portion of the county. He is of hardy Scotch blood and 
seems to be the possessor of the usual winning qualities of those who have 
come to us from the land of heather and bluebell. He was born at Glasgow, 
Scotland, in 1844, the son of Robert and Jenette (Stinson) Smith. When he 
was between four and five years of age the family emigrated to America and 
came to Milwaukee by way of the Great Lakes when that city was no larger 
than Eldora, Iowa, is at present. From the Wisconsin metropolis they came 
on in wagons, locating in Green Lake township, in what is now Green Lake 
county, Wisconsin, where there were quite a settlement from across the At- 
lantic and the state of New York. In the fall of 1864, when Andrew E. 
Smith was about twenty years old, the family moved to Eldora, Hardin 
county, Iowa, and this has remained the family home to the present time, the 
father having devoted his life to farming and he was influential and popular 
in the early days in this state. In the fall of 1865 the subject went to Mar- 
shalltown, where he found employment in a harness shop and there learned 
the harnessmaker's trade. Returning to Eldora on January 21, 1867, he 
started a small shop of his own. His capital being limited, he depended largely 
upon a good credit with his former employer and from a small beginning he 
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built up an extensive and lucrative business, doing his work skillfully and 
honestly. The country was still new and he had a wide territory all to him- 
self, consequently his business grew so rapidly that he was compelled to work 
long hours, often until late at night, to keep his orders filled. With probably 
one exception he has been in business longer than any other man in Eldora, 
and, having established himself on a firm basis here on the start, he today en- 
joys the best trade of the eastern part of the county. 

Mr. Smith has never been an office seeker, but he has held several local 
offices as a citizen's duty. 

In 1871 Mr. Smith was married to Lucinda A. Devendorf, daughter of 
Oliver Devendorf and wife, who came originally from New York state, locat- 
ing at Eldora in 1865 and became well established as farmers. Six children 
have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, namely: Addie, wife oi Ellis D. Robb, 
of Eldora, where Mr. Robb is cashier of the Hardin County National Bank 
and is one of the influential business men of that city; George F., who is en- 
gaged in the drug business in Eldora; Marian Gay is at home; Zella is also 
with her parents; Robert E. is associated with his father in the harness busi- 
ness. Myron Guy, a twin of Marian Gay, died in Washington, D. C, Sep- 
tember 23, 1899. 

Fraternally, Mr. Smith belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows and the Masons, having attained the Royal Arch and Knight Templar 
degrees, and is a member of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. 



ABRAM J. MILLER. 

The present review records the life of a man who started in agriculture 
in a small and humble way, but who by hard work and good management be- 
came prosperous and a successful and well known farmer, being enabled to 
give to his children the advantages of education which he himself lacked, thus 
better preparing them to cope with the world. 

Abram J. Miller was born in Wayne county, Ohio, on February 23. 1841, 
the son of Jacob and Magdalena (Kindleberger) Miller. His parents were 
natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, of German descent. Jacob Miller 
and his wife moved from their native county to Wayne county, Ohio, bought 
one hundred and sixty acres of timber land six miles east of Wooster, Ohio, 
and put up a log cabin and cleared the place, on which they lived until their 
death. Mr. Miller died on November 22, 1883. his wife on February 3. 1883. 
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Both were members of the German Reformed Lutheran church. Mr. Miller 
was a Republican in politics, but though a man of some influence in his 
community, never aspired to office. The children of Jacob and Magdalena 
Miller were Cyrus B., of Des Moines, Iowa, retired, for many years with the 
Iowa Central Railroad; John, a farmer of Wayne county, Ohio; Abram J.; 
Margaret, of Bryan, Ohio; Joseph, on the old homestead in Wayne county, 
Ohio; Cornelius, a farmer near Wichita, Kansas; Mary, who died in Wayne 
county, Ohio; Susan, deceased; William, of Orrville, Ohio. 

Abram Miller received a limited education in the common schools. On 
August 27, 1 861, he enlisted at Ligonier, Noble county, Indiana, in Company 
C, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry. The regiment was sent to Fort Wayne, then 
drilled for a time at Indianapolis, and spent some time at Jeffersonville and 
Louisville before it was sent South. At Upton, north of Green river, Mr. 
Miller was taken sick, and remained in the Louisville hospital until April 10, 
1862. In the fall of 1862 he returned to Ohio, and went to Mendota, Iowa, 
later to Maquoketa, Iowa. On April 10, 1864, he was married to Sophia 
Strohn, the daughter of Samuel and Agnes (Yoke) Strohn, who were early 
settlers of Wayne county, Ohio, to which they had come from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Strohn was a well known teacher. Mr. and Mrs. Strohn were the par- 
ents of the following children : Jacob, of Washington, D. C. ; Abram, of Iowa; 
Maria, deceased; Sophia; Isaac, of Ginton, Iowa; Susan, Peter and Barbara, 
deceased. Samuel Strohn later married Hannah Hurst, who was the mother 
of the following children : Samuel, George. John, Libby and Valentine. 

To Abram and Sophia Miller seven children have been born: Jacob died 
at the age of two and a half years; John married Nora Wilson, and died at 
the age of twenty-seven ; Ralph is a piano tuner ; Emma is the widow of Dr. 
E. W. Jay, of Marshalltown, Iowa; Eme, deceased, married Dr. Eugene 
Koeneman, of EUlora, Iowa; Ada attended normal school at Cedar Falls. 
Iowa, and taught for some time, is now the wife of E. W. Essig, a black- 
smith of Whitten, Iowa; Cora is deceased; Glen W. attended school at Toledo. 
Iowa, and Coe College, at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, then spent three years in dental 
school at Iowa City, receiving his degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery* in l 9°7< 
and has since been engaged in the practice of dentistry at Marshalltown, Iowa, 
where he married Ethel Atchison. All of these children were given the bene- 
fits of a good school education. 

In 1865 Abram Miller came to section 1, Union township, Hardin county, 
Iowa, and bought forty acres of land, of which twelve acres had been broken. 
For two years he lived in a slab shanty, twelve by eighteen, with one window, 
then built a home. He also owned eighty acres in Grundy county. In 1868 
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he moved to Grundy county, and improved his farm, on which he lived until 
1899, when he sold his farm and purchased real estate in Whitten, where he 
has since lived in a beautiful home which he erected. In politics Mr. Miller 
is a stanch Republican, in religion a member of the Methodist church. He 
began life with no capital save his own strong body and sound mind, but pro- 
gressed steadily until he accumulated a fair amount of property, while he 
possesses the qualities which gain and keep friends, of whom he has many. 



HOWARD A. LYON. 

To an enterprising and resourceful man, a village or small town in a 
farming community offers many advantages in a business way. Competition 
is not so fierce as in a city, nor are rents and expenses so high, and though 
his customers are scattered over a large area, he may serve many more than 
an establishment of the same size in a city, while he is also prepared to serve 
a variety of wants and is not a specialist in a single line. The firm of Lyon & 
Hauser, of Whitten, have been eminently successful in satisfying the wants of 
the people of their community and building up a large and profitable trade. 

Howard A. Lyon was born in Whitten on July 22, 1872, the son of 
Robert Lyon, a native of Yorkshire, England, who came at the age of twelve 
to America with his mother, his sister Lucy and his brother Thomas, his father 
having died in England. They settled near South Wales, in New York, on a 
farm, and there the mother died. When Robert was twenty-one he came to 
Jackson county, Iowa, and in 187 1 to Hardin county, and located in Union 
township, two and one-half miles north of Whitten on an eighty-acre farm, 
where he lived for several years, then moved to Union for three years, went 
back to New York for five years, and in 1901 came back to Union township, 
and moved to Whitten, where he died in March, 1901. He was married in 
1856, in Jackson county, to Celestia Fuller, of New York, a daughter of 
Garrett and Lucy (Worborton) Fuller. Mr. Fuller was a farmer and black- 
smith. His wife died in Jackson county, and he died in Tama county. Their 
children are Celestia, Emma, S. A. and W. H., of Toledo, Iowa, and H. G., 
who died in Pierre, South Dakota. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lyon were the parents of five children: James H. 
was born in Jackson county, Iowa, in 1870, and, coming to Whitten, started 
as a clerk in Barnes' store, where he worked for three years, then started a 
store of his own, the firm later becoming Lyon Brothers. On October 10. 
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1907, he sold his interest in the store now owned by Lyon & Houser. He is 
still a resident of Whitten. He married Mary Ann Landis, who has borne 
him two children, Alta and Floyd. Garret F. was born in Hardin county, and 
is in the hardware and implement business at Toledo, Iowa. He married 
Ella Miller, of Jackson county, Iowa, and has two children, Robert and Earl. 
Hoveta married Dora Wilcox, and died on March 30, 1900. Howard A. is 
the fourth in order of birth. Lucy May died in Hardin county as an infant, 
eighteen months old. 

Howard A. Lyon was educated in the common schools, and for five years 
traveled in Iowa for the Deering Harvester Company. For two years he was 
in the grocery and restaurant business at Toledo, Iowa. In 1901 he went into 
the general merchandise businesss with his brother James H. at Whitten, and 
continued as a partner with Mr. Hauser when his brother sold out. Lyon & 
Hauser are the proprietors of a well stocked store, which is kept looking neat, 
with goods well arranged for inspection, and carry everything usually found 
in a general store, while they make a specialty of rugs and carpets, shoes, 
rubber goods, paints and oils. The members are both hustlers and up-to-date 
in their management of their business, which has proven very profitable. 

On June 15, 1901, Howard A. Lyon was married to Viola McAnulty, the 
daughter of William and Maggie (Hill) McAnulty, of Toledo, Iowa. Her 
parents were natives of Pennsylvania and now reside in Toledo, Iowa. Mr. 
Lyon is a member of the Disciples church. He is a young man of prominence 
in the affairs of his community, widely known and well liked, while as a busi- 
ness man his success has been marked. 



JACOB CLAUSE. 

A generation ago they were a host in number, men strong and active in 
body, exulting in their young manhood, which they offered up freely in their 
country's service; today they are few in number and those few are old and 
broken men ; the soldiers who fought so bravely in the Civil war soon will 
all have passed to another world, but so long as this nation shall endure their 
memory will be revered high above that of other men, and now it is our great- 
est privilege to honor those who, like Mr. Clause, remain with us. 

Jacob Clause was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, on October 3, 1833. 
the son of Ernest and Elizabeth Clause. His mother died at the age of thirty- 
two. Jacob was one of eight children, namely: Wendell; Ernest, deceased; 
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John, deceased ; Philip, deceased ; Fred, deceased ; Katie, who married John 
Houck, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Henry, who enlisted in the Eighth Penn* 
sylvania Cavalry and served two years and six months, dying in 1864 in the 
hospital at Louisville, Kentucky; and Jacob. In 1847 Ernest Clause came to 
this county with his four youngest children, and located in Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, where he worked out by the day, and there he died in i860. 

Jacob Clause attended the German schools, and started out for himself 
while very young, working for ten dollars per month. In 1856 he went to 
Mercer county, Illinois. On August 12, 1862, just after the memorable call 
which President Lincoln issued for six hundred thousand volunteers, he en- 
listed in Company C, One Hundred and Second Illinois, and was one of those 
who nobly responded to the call with "We are coming, Father Abraham, six 
hundred thousand strong." Enlisting at Rock Island, his company was sent 
to Kendallville, Illinois, for two weeks, then to Peoria, Illinois, where it was 
mustered in and became part of a brigade of five regiments comprising the 
One Hundred and Second, One Hundred and Fifth, One Hundred and Twen- 
ty-ninth Illinois, Seventieth Indiana, and Seventy-ninth Ohio. The brigade 
was sent to Jeffersonville, Indiana, to draw supplies, and while here Mr. 
Clause worked on the pontoon bridge from Jeffersonville to Louisville. They 
then marched to Frankfort. Kentucky, and on into Tennessee, engaging the 
enemy in skirmishes at Stewart's Creek, Wahatchie and Nashville. For four 
months he served in the mounted infantry, then in the spring of 1864 went 
to Chattanooga and there was mustered into the Twentieth Corps, and Mr. 
Clause was detailed as a member of the First Brigade, Third Division, to 
serve on the body-guard of General Benjamin Harrison, later President of the 
United States. He took part in Sherman's campaign against Atlanta, which 
lasted six months, and during that period was under fire much of the time 
and helped several times in the erection of breastworks. Mr. Clause fought 
in the battles of Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Peachtree Creek, New Hope 
church. On one occasion, at the battle of Resaca, he had the closest call for 
his life which he experienced, being shot in the nose. After the fall of At- 
lanta, his corps "marched through Georgia" with Sherman to the sea, and 
upon turning northward through South Carolina, were engaged in the bat- 
tles of Goldsborough and Benton ville. His corps took part in the Grand Re- 
view at Washington, and after remaining there for two weeks, the veterans, 
among them Mr. Clause, were mustered out and returned to the vocations of 
peace. Mr. Clause served throughout the war without serious wound or ill- 
ness, and made for himself a most enviable record as a brave and efficient 
soldier, his courage never being called into question in the closest places. He 
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freely offered his life for his country; his country returned to him that life 
to be used for her adornment in the arts of peace. 

Mr. Clause received his discharge papers and his pay at Chicago, Illi- 
nois, and returned to Mercer county, Illinois, where, on December 27, 1866, 
he was married to Ella Davis, a native of Monongahela county, West Vir- 
ginia, the daughter of John and Susan (Bright) Davis. She was one of a 
family of four: Matilda, who married Jackson Everly; Jennie and Lewis, 
who are living in West Virginia, and herself. Her father was a farmer and 
spent his life in West Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Clause are the parents of three 
children : John M., who was born on March 9, 1868, is now with the Chicago 
& Rock Island railway and married Mollie Hicks, of Waterloo, Iowa, who 
was born in Ohio and who bore to him four children, May, Ruth, Anna and 
Edna; Edwin V., who was born on September 23, 1875, ls tne re g» ster °* 
deeds of Hanson county, South Dakota, living at Alexandria, and married 
Rose Rickard, who bore him three children, Dorothy, Cecil and Marie ; Maud 
M. was born on May 24, 1878, and married Charles Klingerman, of Eldora, 
Iowa, and is the mother of four children, Winona, Ernest, John and Hazel. 

On March 12, 1867, Mr. and Mrs. Clause came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and located on section 1, Union township. Here Mr. Clause bought one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of wild prairie land for nine hundred and fifty dollars, 
and hauled lumber from Marshalltown to build a house sixteen by twenty- 
four feet, to which he has since added and made a beautiful home. He has 
made all the improvements on his land and has one of the very finest farms 
in the county, whose excellence is mainly due to his care and labor. In 1896 
Mr. Clause retired from active life. First voting in 1856 for Fremont, he 
has since been a stanch Republican. He is a member of the Lutheran church, 
and his wife of the Christian. They are among the best known and most 
respected residents of their community. 



A. J. ANDERSON. 

The biographies of the representative men of a county bring to light 
many hidden treasures of mind, character and courage, well calculated to 
arouse the pride of their family and of the community and it is a source of re- 
gret that the people are not more familiar with the personal history of such 
men, in the ranks of whom may be found tillers of the soil, mechanics, teach- 
ers, as well as lawyers, physicians, bankers and members of other vocations 
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and professions. A. J. Anderson, of Eldora, Hardin county, is eminently de- 
serving of conspicuous mention here, partly in view of the fact that he has 
come to us from a foreign shore, and, without other assistance than a strong 
will and willing hands, has accumulated a competency, and partly because 
he proved his loyalty to his adopted country by offering his services and his 
life, if need be, in her defense. He has made his influence felt among his 
fellow men and has earned a name for enterprise, integrity and honor. 

Mr. Anderson was born in Sweden in 1840 and when a child was brought 
to Stark county, Illinois, where he grew to manhood and was educated. When 
the great Civil war began he enlisted in Company B, Thirty-seventh Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel Black, ex-commissioner of pensions, in the 
Army of the West. According to his comrades, Mr. Anderson proved to be a 
very gallant soldier. He served two years, principally in Missouri, Arkansas 
and Texas. He was wounded at the battle of Pea Ridge in March, 1862, re- 
ceiving a bullet in the right shoulder which he still carries; his left arm was 
also shattered by a ball, and he was finally discharged on account of his 
wounds, which permanently disabled him, having lost the ready use of his left 
arm. For some time he remained in the hospital. He had been sent up the 
Missouri river to Boonville. After returning home he engaged in farming, 
and he came to Iowa in 1871. 

Mr. Anderson married in Illinois, on January 30, 1866, Maria Snyder, 
who was born in Knox county, Illinois, where she remained until her mar- 
riage. 

After coming to Hardin county, Iowa, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson settled on 
a partly improved farm two miles south of Union, where they remained 
fifteen years, developed an excellent farm and established a good home. They 
spent two years in California where a sister of Mrs. Anderson lived. Return- 
ing to this county, Mr. Anderson engaged in the furniture and undertaking 
business and built up an extensive trade. He still owns the old farm. He 
continued the furniture and undertaking business for twelve years, his son 
being a partner for three years. When the son turned his attention to farm- 
ing, the father sold out, returning to California, where he spent another year. 
He came to Eldora, Iowa, nine years ago, buying his present beautiful and 
commodious home, the old Ezra Nuckolls dwelling on West Marion street 
near the Central Iowa depot, and although he has since lived here he still 
looks after his farm, which is kept rented, receiving a good income from his 
one hundred and twenty acres. Mr. Anderson has always been a lover of good 
horses and he still keeps a good one, although he keeps an automobile and 
finds much enjoyment and diversion in driving it. He has also long been 
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something of a kodak fiend and has a large collection of interesting views he 
has taken throughout the country. For forty years he has been a Mason and 
one would judge from his consistent daily life that he has endeavored to carry 
its sublime principles into his every relation with his fellow men. Religiously, 
he is a member of the Congregational church and a liberal supporter of the 
same. He is a member of the Union Post of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, namely : Eliza- 
beth is the wife of Walter Humeston, of Iowa Falls, where he is engaged in 
the grocery businesss ; Lee, who is farming in Union township, married Min- 
nie Harris, and he lives on the old Harris homestead ; Archie was accidentally 
killed while hunting with another boy when ten years of age. Mr. and Mrs. 
Anderson have a host of Warm personal friends in this locality and they have 
always been popular in the best social circles. 



GEORGE W. WARD. 

Hardin county, Iowa, has been especially honored in the character and 
career of her public and professional men. In every township there are to be 
found, rising above their fellows, individuals born to leadership, men who 
dominate not alone by superior intelligence and natural endowment, but also 
bv force of character which minimizes discouragements and dares great under- 
takings. Such men are by no means rare in this section of the great Hawkeye 
state, and it is always profitable to study their lives, weigh their motives and 
hold up their achievements as incentives to greater activity and higher ex- 
cellence on the part of others just entering upon their struggles with the world 
Such thoughts are prompted by a study of the life record of George W. Ward, 
a prominent attorney of Eldora. He has long had the interests of this locality 
at heart and has sought to promulgate them whenever possible. His career 
lias been characterized by untiring energy, uncompromising fidelity and a de- 
sire to perfect himself in his chosen vocation. He is quick of perception, 
forms his plans readily and executes them with alacrity, at the same time win- 
ning and retaining the high esteem of all with whom he comes into contact 
by the honorable course which he has pursued. 

Mr. Ward was born March 29, 1855. in Iowa county, Wisconsin, and he 
is the son of George S. and Amelia (McKenzie) W r ard, the former born in 
Nova Scotia and the latter in Prince Edward Island, Canada. 
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The boyhood of George W. Ward was spent on the farm, and when he 
was six years of age the family moved to Black Earth. Wisconsin, and there 
he lived until he was nineteen years of age. assisting with the various duties 
about the farm and attended the public schools during the winter months, 
later attending college at Madison, Wisconsin. In 1874 he went to Des 
Moines, Iowa, and became principal of the Iowa Business College, which he 
managed in a most capable and satisfactory manner until 1877. He also had 
an interest in a drug store at Des Moines for alwut two years. Turning his 
attention to the law he gave up flattering business prospects and in 1877 went 
to Washington, D. C, and attended the National University Law School and 
there pursued his studies four years, making a brilliant record, receiving the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1880, after which he took a post-graduate 
course and the degree of Master of Laws was conferred upon him in 1881. 
While attending the law school he also engaged in the practice of law, first 
with older attorneys. In 1880 he was admitted to the bar in Washington City 
in the United States court. In 1882 he came to Eldora, Iowa, and here took 
up the practice of his profession and has remained here ever since, enjoying a 
liberal patronage from the first and his clientele has ever increased until he 
has long since taken his proper place in the front rank of attorneys of a lo- 
cality long noted for the high order of its legal talent. He has figured in the 
leading cases in the local courts for the past quarter of a century and has won 
a reputation as a painstaking, well-informed and honest advocate and as a 
trial lawyer he has few equals. 

Mr. Ward has been prominent in public life since taking up his residence 
here and he has been called upon to fill numerous positions of public trust, in all 
of which he has discharged his duties in a most faithful and praiseworthy man- 
ner. Within a few years after taking up his residence here he was elected 
mayor of Eldora, which office he held for two or three terms; from 1893 to 
1897 he was county attorney, and was also appointed county attorney in Jan- 
uary, 1908. which office he held until January. 191 1. Eor four years he was 
a member of the Eldora school board. He has been an uncompromising Re- 
publican and his advice has been frequently sought in local elections. 

Eraternally, Mr. Ward is a Mason, belonging to the Knights Templar 
and the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. For several 
years he was master of the local lodge and most of the time for the past ten 
years he has been high priest of the Royal Arch chapter at Eldora. He also 
holds membership in the commandery of Knights Templar at Iowa Falls. He 
is one of the prominent Masons of central Iowa. 

Mr. Ward was married in 1876 to Allena Dimmick, daughter of Allen 
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and Rebecca (McGlothlin) Dimmick. She was born in Jersey City, grew up 
in New York city and she came to Des Moines in the early' seventies. She 
had the advantage of a good education and is a lady of refinement. Four chil- 
dren, three girls and one boy, have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ward, namely: 
Marian is the wife of Edward Nuckolls, a jeweler in Eldora; Ethel is at home 
with her parents; Winnifred, the youngest daughter, is a teacher of elocution 
in Adrian, Michigan ; Clinton, the son and the youngest child, who is at 
home, was graduated from the high school in Eldora with the class of 191 1. 

Personally, Mr. Ward is a very pleasant gentleman to know, kind, public- 
spirited, generous and entirely unassuming. He has kept fully abreast of the 
times in everything pertaining to his profession, has always been a very close 
student, not only of legal affairs but of the world's best literature and he is a 
broad-minded, well-rounded and genteel gentleman. 



AUGUSTUS W. MITTERER. 

A. W. Mitterer, ex-sheriff of Hardin county, Iowa, and a prominent re- 
tired farmer in Eldora, was born in Tipton township, at the old village of 
Point Pleasant, on the 6th of September, i860. His birthplace was in the 
typical log cabin of pioneer days. Hardin county was near the western front- 
ier in i860. The parents of the subject of this artitcle were Augustus G. and 
Anne Z. (Shipman) Mitterer. The father was a native of Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many. He came to the United States in 1846, and located in Virginia, where 
he followed the tanner's trade and also found his bride. She was born at 
Waterford, in the Old Dominion. They were married in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and in 1856 emigrated to Iowa, settling in Tipton township, Hardin 
county. There their days were spent acquiring and enjoying the competence 
which comes from well-directed efforts, coupled with economy and frugality. 
Father Mitterer had previously visited the locality in which the family located 
and bought forty acres of land adjoining the village plat of Point Pleasant. 
This little hamlet, once a formidable candidate for the county seat of Hardin 
county, abides now only in the memory of early settlers. 

Augustus Mitterer, Sr., was a successful farmer, having abandoned his 
trade on leaving the east. He enlisted as a member of Company F, Thirty- 
second Iowa Infantry, and served throughout most of the Civil war. He was 
a non-commissioned officer in his company. He was discharged on account 
of disabilities incurred in service. He held various local offices in the town- 
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ship, such as trustee and township treasurer, and was active in church and 
political affairs. His political affiliations were with the Republican party, and 
he was an ardent Christian worker, having been one of the organizers of the 
first society of the Presbyterian faith, the church being organized at the old 
court house, which was later converted into a church building. The father 
of the subject died on the 14th of September, 1893, at the age of seventy- 
years; his wife survived him until October 15, 1905, when she passed away 
in Eldora at the age of seventy-seven. They were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, two of whom died in childhood. Those surviving in 1910 are named 
and located as follows: Clara A. is the wife of E. E. Seeley, a retired farmer 
at Iowa Falls; Sarah A. married M. Cooper, a farmer in Buckeye township; 
Martha J. is the wife of William G. Hornung, of Tipton township; Augustus 
W. f of this review, was the next in order of birth ; Joseph S. is a farmer in 
Winnebago county, Iowa; Ernest F. is also engaged in farming in Winne- 
bago county, and John L., the youngest of the family, owns and cultivates the 
old parental homestead. 

Augustus W. Mitterer, the subject of this biography, remained at the 
parental home until twenty-two years old. His education was acquired in the 
public schools and at the academy at New Providence. He began his inde- 
pendent business career as a farmer. He continued a practical farmer until 
the year 1900. He is still a farmer, in that he owns six farms, aggregating 
about fourteen hundred acres of farming lands in Hardin county. The gen- 
eral superintendence of these, together with the care and labor in keeping up 
improvements, making rental contracts with tenants, looking after the taxes, 
insurance on buildings, etc., is sufficient to engage the full time of most men. 
But aside from doing all this, and the multitudinous duties not here enumer- 
ated, Mr. Mitterer found time to engage in many other lines of business. He 
was agent for six years for the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Association, and 
in 1895 h e accepted the Republican nomination for the office of county sheriff. 
His home was then at Hubbard, a town of five or six hundred inhabitants at 
that time. But his location probably had much to do with his success in se- 
curing the first nomination. The succeeding ones came without much effort 
until he had served eleven years in the office, five terms of two years each, when 
the time of election was changed by the Legislature, being extended to three 
years. 

Mr. Mitterer has always been recognized as a leader in county politics, 
he being a zealous worker for the supremacy of Republican principles and the 
success of his party ticket. He retired from the office of sheriff in January. 
1907, since which time he has given his attention largely to his extensive 
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farming interests ; but has also kept in close touch with the political affairs in 
his native county. He was an organizer of the Eldora Citizens' Savings Bank 
and a director in this institution, but is not now connected with it. 

On the 2nd of April, 1895, Mr. Mitterer and Emma E. Harris were 
joined in marriage. She is a daughter of S. H. and Catherine Harris, of 
Tipton, Iowa. Mrs. Mitterer is a native of Illinois, but most of her life has 
been spent in Iowa. She was a teacher in Hardin county at, or about, the 
ti.ne of her marriage. Mr. Mitterer is a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. 



CHARLES F. DRURY. 

Hardin county is essentially a farming county and as such has few 
superiors in the state of Iowa. Among the well-known and experienced men 
who have followed agriculture in this county is Charles F. Drury, who is a 
native of the county and of the community in which he now lives, in the life 
of which he has been an active participant. 

Charles F. Drury was born on the Drury homestead in Union township, 
on January 9, 1857, the son of James D. Drury, born in Illinois in 1822, and 
of Lydia (Sheppard) Drury, a native of Indiana. The Drury family is of 
German descent, the Sheppards coming from Tennessee. James D. Drury 
came to Hardin county about 1845, after an early life of limited schooling in 
Illinois, and was one of the first permanent settlers of the county, taking up 
one hundred and sixty acres of wild land in section 2, Union township, which 
he improved and thereafter lived upon, farming to the end of his days. He 
was a Republican in politics. His marriage, on February II, 1855, to Lydia 
Sheppard took place in this county. She was a church member, but Mr 
Drury was not. She died on December 25, 1894, and Mr. Drury on January 
9. 1899. Their children were: Charles F.; Grant, of Hardin county; Mary, 
deceased ; June, who married Rose Lamer, of Hardin county; Laura, the wife 
of George Kinderman, of Radcliffe, Iowa; Herschell, of Eldora, Iowa; John; 
and Clara, who married Lewis Lamer, and died on June 23, 1904. 

Charles F. Drury received his education in the home school, and re- 
mained with his parents until he was twenty-five. In September, 1879, he 
was married to Myrtia Collins, the daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Stein- 
berger) Collins, both deceased. Mr. Collins was born in Vermont, his wife 
in Ohio, and they came early to Union township and spent the remainder of 
their lives in farming there. Their children were Robert, Riley. Myrtia. Susie 
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and Frank, all of Union township; Ettie died at the age of eighteen years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Drury are the parents of three children : Wallace B., who married 
Dottie Rowan and lives on a farm in Union township; May and Clyde, at 
home. 

After his marriage Mr. Drury lived for one year on section 2, Union 
township, then went to Eldora township and was for fifteen years in the 
meat business at Whitten. In 1908 he bought his present farm of one hun- 
dred and twenty acres in Union township, and the next year built a comfort- 
able home and a barn. He also owns eighty acres in Eldora township. Mr. 
Drury raises Jersey Red hogs, good grade cattle and general purpose horses. 
He is a school director and road supervisor, and in politics is a Republican. 
Fraternally he is a member, of the Modern Woodmen of America, and was 
formerly a member of the Christian church. He is a man of keen intelligence 
and strong judgment, a good companion socially, and has been prominent in 
the affairs of his neighborhood. 



GEORGE H. COBB. 

The present sketch is concerned with the life and deeds of one who has 
been a resident of Hardin county since its early settlement. Brought to the 
county when a young boy by hi9 father, who was one of the pioneers of this 
region, Mr. Cobb has witnessed the development of the locality from wild 
prairie to the present highly improved farming community, and has borne his 
full share in the betterment of the community, while by his labor and in- 
dustry he has become one of the prosperous farmers of the county. 

Don Alonzo Cobb, the father of George H. Cobb, was born probably in 
New Haven, Connecticut, in 181 1. He practiced medicine until his health 
failed, and then followed the carpenters' trade. He was first married in Van 
Buren county, Michigan, on October 22, 1837, to Mary Newcomb, who was 
born on January 25, 1817. To this marriage were born three children, Re- 
vclle DeLa Cobb, who lives in Missouri : George H. Cobb, and Flora Cobb, 
who died in 1862. Mrs. Mary. Cobb died in 1848 in Chicago. Later Don A. 
Cobb married Mary J. (Bailey) Drain, a widow, by whom he had three chil- 
dren to reach maturity : Herbert L., of Coldwater, Michigan ; Ida F., who died 
in Hardin county in 1879, and Charley, who died in Hardin county in 188 1. 
In 1854 Don A. Cobb and his wife and family came to Hardin county. He 
bought forty acres of land near Eldora and lived in Eldora, where he con- 
US) 
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tinued to work as a carpenter. In politics, Mr. Cobb was a stanch Republic- 
an. He was in religious faitr a Methodist, his father having been a Metho- 
dist circuit rider, noted for his piety, and his first wife was a member of the 
same church, while his second wife was a member of the Disciples church. 
Mr. Cobb's second wife died during the war in Kansas. Mr. Cobb died on ; 
Jub 16, 1867, at Secor, Iowa, having spent a useful and respected life. 

Georpe H. Cobb was born on February 25, 1843, near the town of Paw 
Paw, Van Buren countj, Michigan. When he was very young the family 
moved to Chicago, and in 1854 moved to Hardin county, Iowa. On Septem- ( 
ber 16, 1861, George H. Cobb enlisted in Company A, Twelfth Iowa Infantry, 
and served until the close of the war. receiving his discharge in January, 
1866. He saw much hard service and was taken prisoner by the Con- 
federates at the battle of Shiloh or Pittsbuig Landing, in which engage- 
ment he was also wounded. 

On April 9, 1867, Mr. Cobb was married to Elizabeth S. Walker, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was born on May 27, 1848, the daughter of 
William and Sarah J. (Blackwood) Watker, and came to Hardin county with 
her parents in 1856. After marriaee Mr. Cobb bought a tract of eighty 
acres near Secor, now owned by the Megan family. He then bought a tract 
in O'Brien county, and remained there for a couple of years. Then in 1873 
he bought one hundred and twenty acres in Union township, Hardin county, 
Iowa, and lived on this farm until 1901. when he moved to Eldora. In 1891 
he bought one hundred acres in Eldora township. Mr. Cobb has followed 
general farming and has been successful in this, having obtained from his ope- 
rations a competence. In politics, he is a stanch Republican, and for a number 
of year? was postmastei at Eldora Junction. He is a man well known in his 
community and one who has by his strong qualities of character won the es- 
teem of those who know him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cobb are the parents of the following children: William 
Alonzo, who wa* born on April 6 ? 1868, now farming in Clay countv. Iowa; 
Thomas k., born on July 3, 1869, of O'Brien county; George R. born on Oc- 
tobet 1 5, 1870, now living on the old homestead in Union township; Amos R. 
born on October 25, 1872. in the hardware business in Ocheyedan, Osceola 
county, Iowa; Amie Azetta, born July 19. 1876, died March 12, 1879: Sarah 
J., born on June 17, 1880, Oied on April 9. 1908, was the wife of Guy C 
Follett, of Eldora; Bessie A., born on September 7, 1883, married H. L- 
Moore, of Eldora ; Josephine, born on May 4. 1885, married Charles P. Doud. 
of Eldora: Nellie H.. born on September 28, 1886, died on August 11, I9 ,a 
in Eldora. 
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Among the enterprising citizens of Hardin county who owe their success 
and advancement in life to their own industry and well directed efforts, is 
Stephen Whited, who, after a strenuous and useful career, is now living in 
honorable retirement in his pleasant home in Eldora. enjoying the confidence 
and esteem of a wide circle of friends and acquaintances. He was born on 
Young's Prairie, Cass county, Michigan, then a territory, August 17, 1829. 
and he was the son of Henry and Clarinda (Beadle) Whited. the father born 
in central New York, in 1801, and when seventeen years of age he came to 
Ohio, where he was married to Clarinda Beadle. In 1826 he went to Cass 
county, Michigan, later returning to Ohio for his family, whom he took to 
his new home in the Wolverine state in 1828. He was a pioneer of Cass 
county. When Stephen Whited was two years old the family moved to 
Flowerfield, Michigan, where he lived on a farm until September, 1846, when 
he began learning the miller's trade in Flowerfield and there he remained until 
March, 1848, then returned to his home. After he became of age he attended 
school at Leoni, Michigan, for about six months, which was all the schooling 
he ever had except what he obtained in the common schools. He returned to 
the farm in March. 1852. He began teaching school at the age of nineteen, 
which he followed until he was twenty-three. On May 5. 1853. he was mar- 
ried to Helen M. Pritchard. eldest daughter of Philo A. and Eliza J. Pritch- 
ard, of Pittsfield, Washtenaw county. Michigan. He continued to reside in 
Flowerfield until the spring of 1855, when, with his three brothers, he removed 
to Wright county, Iowa, and there he began life as a pioneer, there being not 
more than fiftv voters in the county at that time. In February. 1857, he moved 
to Alden, Hardin county, and bought a mill, which he operated a short time, 
but he resided at Alden until in December, 1877. Much of his early manhood 
was spent in teaching school during the winter months and in farming in the 
summer time, teaching many terms in Hardin county, always with eminent 
satisfaction, and he was principal of the Alden school when the graded sys- 
tem was adopted in that town. 

Mr. Whited was one of the loyal sons of the North who offered his ser- 
vices in defense of the flag during the Rebellion, enlisting, in September, 
>862, in the Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, which soon afterward 
went into camp at Dubuque, but here Mr. Whited was rejected on account of 
physical disability and sent home in October following. In June, 1863. he 
received the appointment of deputy provost marshal for the sixth district of 
Iowa under the enrollment act, which position he held with much credit, prac- 
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tically all the time until the close of the war. In the early sixties he spent six 
months at Goldfield, Wright county, and a few months at Webster City in the 
summer of 1862, teaching school; he also spent over a year in Buckeye town- 
ship, from September, 1867, to May, 1869. In December, 1877, having been 
elected county auditor, he moved to Eldora. Within six weeks after taking 
office he had made quite a thorough examination of the records and discov- 
ered that his predecessor was short more than three thousand dollars in his 
accounts. Mr. Whited acted promptly and frankly in the matter, and he was 
largely instrumental in settling the same in a manner fairly satisfactory and 
in a manner reflecting credit upon his ability to handle such a delicate situa- 
tion satisfactorily to the taxpayers. His serv ices were of such a high grade 
that he was re-elected for two more terms in this office and while in office he 
and his daughter unearthed a large shortage in the treasurer's office. In 1884 
he returned to Alden and, in partnership with B. G. Lighthall, began dealing 
in grain and stock. He sold out to Lighthall in October, 1888. He worked a 
year for P. Taylor and in July, 1890, was appointed special agent in the 
census department and went to Arizona, visiting numerous Indian tribes, re- 
turning to Iowa the last of October following. In February, 1891, he was 
called to Washington, where he remained until July 1st following, then re- 
turned to Eldora. In 1895 he was deputy county auditor, and on January 1, 
1893, he became justice of the peace at Eldora and has held that position, ex- 
cept during the two years he was deputy auditor, to the present time, giving 
his usual high grade service as a public official. 

By referring to the chapter dealing with the public library in this work, 
it will be seen that Mr. Whited was the first to suggest the founding of such 
an institution and he has been one of its most active supporters ever since. 
He was chosen one of its trustees in July, 1894, which position he has held 
ever since. On July 11, 1904, he was elected president of the board of trus- 
tees and so faithfully has he performed the duties of this position that he has 
been re-elected at each election of the board since and he is now serving his 
fourth term in that office. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Whited, the first having 
been born at Flowerfield, Michigan, the others at Alden, Iowa, namely: Alice, 
born August 6, 1854; Willis, born November 4, 1858; Harry Lincoln, born 
April 4. 1865 ; Myra Eliza, born June 6, 1867 ; Bertha, born August 26, 1870. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whited celebrated their golden wedding, May 5, I9°3< 
when their children were all present, this being the last time the family were 
all together, a daughter having died since. Mr. Whited received on that occa- 
sion a beautiful gold-headed cane and one hundred dollars in gold, and he and 
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his wife received many other beautiful and valuable tokens. of regard. They 
have been married now fifty-seven years, during which long journey through 
sunshine and shadow of life's vicissitudes they have been an inspiration and a 
comfort to each other. 

Mr. Whited has been a man of exemplary character, never having used 
tobacco in any form, nor spirituous liquors, and he never drank over a dozen 
cups of tea or coffee in all his life, — in fact, he has not tasted ardent spirits 
in sixty-five years. He is now eighty-two years old and his long life and hearty 
old age has been due no doubt, very largely, to his good habits and wholesome 
living. He goes to his office regularly every day and remains there until late 
in the afternoon. He is kind and obliging, despising sham and hypocrisy, and 
he is an independent thinker, is well read and is a most interesting talker on 
the trend of the times and of the pioneer days. He 6rganized the Republican 
party in his home county in Michigan and he has voted for every Republican 
candidate for President since the party was organized. He was active in the 
McKinley campaign in 1896 and made many speeches. He is familiar with 
the world's best books and possesses no mean literary ability and is a forceful 
writer and speaker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whited are among the oldest settlers in central Iowa and 
they have both been prominent in social and public life for many decades. At 
the time of their golden wedding, Mrs. Whited was president of the Woman's 
Gub, one of the largest and oldest clubs in central Iowa. 



CHARLES LEPLEY HAYS. 

For the high rank of her bench and bar Iowa has been distinguished 
throughout her history. To Charles Lepley Hays, one of the representative 
attorneys of Hardin county, we may refer with propriety and satisfaction for 
the record made by him. He prepared himself carefully for the work of his 
exacting profession and has remained a student of the law through his years 
of work. He has had his share of success in his profession and of influence 
in public affairs. He has always had at heart the interests of the community 
of which he has been a citizen. His qualities, innate and cultivated, have 
merited the respect of the community without the adoption of doubtful meth- 
ods of attracting public attention. 

Mr. Hays is a scion of a pioneer family of the Hawkeye state, and he 
was born on February 16, 1858, at Iowa City. He is the son of Silas Hays 



Digitized by Google 



75« 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



and Christena (Lepley) Hays. The Hays family is of Irish, origin, leaving 
that island two hundred years ago, and coming to Iowa by stages of resi- 
dence in London, England, Pennsylvania and Ohio. The mother of Silas 
Hays, Elizabeth Coen, was of New England origin. The mother of the sub- 
ject of this sketch was of Pennsylvania origin on both sides of the house. The 
Lepley family came from Germany to Pennsylvania one hundred and sixty 
years ago, and thence to Ohio, where the parents of the subject were married 
in 1855, coming to Iowa in 1857 and removing to Hardin county soon after 
the birth of the subject in 1858. 

Charles L. Hays grew to manhood on a farm five miles south of Eldora, 
doing general work on the farm and attending the rural schools. At about 
twenty years of age he began to teach, first for two terms teaching in his 
home district, and for a time in the Des Moines schools. He was a student of 
Oskaloosa College three years and of Drake University three years, being 
graduated from the latter institution in the liberal arts and law departments, 
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1885. In 1886 he began the 
practice of the law in Eldora. and here he has continued to the present time, 
and has been successful. He has demonstrated in all the courts his abilities as a 
safe, conservative and painstaking attorney, well grounded in all matters of 
jurisprudence arising in the Iowa courts, fully abreast of the times in even- 
thing pertaining to his vocation, and holding prestige as a reliable and honest 
lawyer. He is a logical, forceful and not infrequently eloquent pleader of his 
cases, courteous to the court and standing for the higher ethical standards of 
his profession. He was associated in the office with Hon. W. J. Moir at first, 
but not as a partner. He formed a law partnership in 1891 with Newton 
Stilwell. ex-state senator of Ohio, and was associated with him for two or 
three years. He again practiced alone until 1900. when the partnership of 
W ard & Hays was formed, which continued six years. He has been closely 
associated in business with John C. W'ildey. Joseph Boody and Judge John 
Porter for several years each, but not in a partnership capacity. 

Mr. Hays has always manifested an abiding interest in public affairs and 
has always stood ready to do his full share of duty in every movement having 
for its object the general good of the community. He is a progressive and 
temperance Republican. He has read widely on economic subjects, search- 
ing many libraries for materials for his studies on land tenures, railroad trans- 
portation and taxation, and has written for various publications along these 
lines, such as the World's Work Magazine and the new "Cyclopedia of Agri- 
culture." by Professor Bailey. Some of his studies have been carried on in 
collaboration with his brother, Hon. Willet M. Hays. who. as assistant sec- 
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retary of agriculture at Washington, stands next to Secretary Wilson. They 
are both known as aggressive citizens for good government and clean poli- 
tics. Probably more to him than to any other man was due the inception of 
the political housecleaning in Hardin county, which began in 1900 and has 
greatly improved political and official conditions here. Partly to study public 
affairs and general conditions Mr. Hays has traveled extensively, visiting the 
Atlantic and also the Pacific seaboard cities several times. He believes that 
the correction of the abuses of the body politic require going after the man 
"higher up," the so-called captains of industry; is positive in his convictions, 
fearless in his researches, and he has the courage of his convictions, never 
afraid to make enemies when fighting for the right. He believes, however, in 
the building of character as the final good of the community, and hence, 
while not a religious partisan, has always been affiliated with one of the 
churches of the community as one of its most aggressive workers and leaders. 

Mr. Hays has one son, Wendell Jackson Hays, married and successful 
in a high degree in his chosen vocation, electricity ; and one daughter. Loduska, 
now five years of age. In 1910 he was married again to Nellie Johnson, a lady 
of culture and talent, and, with her, is a part of both the business and social 
life of Eldora in the best sense. 



EDWIN L. MARRIAGE. 

Fortunate is he who has back of him an ancestry honorable and distin- 
guished, and happy is he that his lines of life are cast in harmony therewith. 
Edwin L. Marriage, a well known and progressive citizen of Eldora, Hardin 
county, has succeeded well at whatever he has attempted to do and, although 
he is a plain, conservative gentleman, no doubt if he had sought to be a leader 
of men and achieve public distinction, he would have found that nature had 
provided well for him in the way of the proper equipment and that he only 
needed to call into proper use the dormant faculties. 

Mr. Marriage was born in England September 30, 1883, and is the son 
of Alfred George and Mary Elizabeth Marriage, and he spent his boyhood in 
his native land. When he was eleven or twelve years old his parents moved to 
Portsmouth, England, where they now reside. He attended school in Eng- 
land until he was about fourteen years of age. In January, 1900. he emi- 
grated to America, landing in New York city February 3d following. He had 
no particular ties in this country, but came here to seek his fortune, believing 
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that greater opportunities existed here than in any other part of the globe. 
He had intended to go to British Columbia, but his father's sister, who lived 
in Hardin county, Iowa, at that time, induced him to come here, and he 
located in Ellis township, where he worked on a farm about two years. He 
saved his earnings in order to defray his expenses in school. He then entered 
Ellsworth College at Iowa Falls, where he made a splendid record and from 
which institution he was graduated in 1905. He then began working in a 
clothing store in Iowa Falls, where he remained until the latter part of 1906, 
giving his employers eminent satisfaction. Early in 1907 he was appointed 
deputy county auditor of Hardin county. He performed his duties so ably 
and faithfully that in the spring of 1910 he was nominated by the Republi- 
cans for auditor and something of his general popularity will be shown from 
the fact that he carried twenty-one out of twenty-four precincts, beating his 
opponent two to one. At the fall election he received the highest majority of 
any one on the ticket and he entered his regular term of office on January 3, 
191 1, and the very capable manner in which he is handling its affairs proves 
the wisdom of his selection. 

On October 9, 1909, Mr. Marriage was united in the bonds of matrimony 
with Margaret L. Robinson, daughter of Rev. J. Q. Robinson, a well known 
and popular minister of Ackley, Iowa, he having been pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal church there at that time. Mrs. Marriage was born in Clinton 
county, this state, and she was educated in the public schools and Cornell Col- 
lege and is a young lady of praiseworthy characteristics. 

Fraternally, Mr. Marriage is a member of the Knights of Pythias and 
the Modern Woodmen. Personally, he is kind, obliging, honorable and trust- 
worthy, makes and retains friends readily and is worthy of the universal good 
will in which he is held. 



MICHAEL MEGAN. 

The career of the Megan family in Hardin county is one of many exam- 
ples of the worth of the Irish blood, and of the vigorous existence which it 
puts on in the midst of the opportunities of this country. The father, an 
untutored Irish boy, without capital, became one of the largest and most in- 
fluential farmers of the county of Hardin ; his sons have in their careers emu- 
lated his example, and are today substantial and respected citizens of their 
communities, taking full part in all neighborhood activities and prospering in 
the accumulation of property. 
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Michael Megan, the son of Owen and Margaret (Sullivan) Megan, was 
born on February 5, 1866, in Eldora township, Hardin county, Iowa, on his 
father's farm, and has spent his life in the same neighborhood, his present 
farm being but one-half mile west of his birthplace. For his parents see 
sketch of John Megan, an elder brother of Michael. Michael attended the 
common schools and worked on the farm in boyhood. He has followed gen- 
eral farming and stock raising, and has found his efforts repaid with success 
and prosperity. His father gave him eighty acres east of his present farm, 
and in 1893 he bought the excellent farm on which he now lives, of two hun- 
dred and forty acres. In addition to this he owns one hundred and sixty 
acres in Eldora township. Mr. Megan has erected all of the buildings on his 
farm and has improved it greatly. He is in politics an independent Demo- 
crat, while in religion he and his family are ardent Catholics. 

On April 24, 1895, Michael Megan was married to Mary M. Hayes, of 
Ackley, the daughter of William and Margaret (Smith) Hayes. She was 
born in Franklin county, Iowa, on January 14, 1874, and is one of seven chil- 
dren, John, William, Anna, Frank, Vincent and Ella. Mr. and Mrs. Megan 
are the parents of the following children : Daniel, who was born on Novem- 
ber 15, 1897; Helen, born on September 20, 1899; Lucille, on January 8, 
1902; Mary, on July 20, 1903 ; Gerrene, on May 20, 1906, and Marguerite, 
August 19, 1910. These children form an interesting and attractive family. 

Michael Megan is a man whose many good traits of disposition have 
gained for him friends wherever known. A good fellow, a successful farmer, 
welcome in any assemblage, ranking high among those who follow the same 
occupation, he is a valuable citizen to his community, to the county, state 
and nation. 



EUGENE J. UPTON. 

A prominent farmer and large landholder of Eldora township is 
Eugene J. Upton, whose life has been full of interesting events and whose 
success in his chosen occupation has been very marked. He was born in Sandy 
Creek township, Oswego county, New York, on June 23, 1847, the son of 
Elijah and Nancy (Vincent) Upton. His father was a native of Vermont, 
his mother of Pennsylvania, and they settled in Oswego county when it was 
a wilderness, coming forty miles with an ox team to reach the location of their 
home. Their cattle had to obtain a living by browsing the bushes. Elijah 
Upton cleared the land and made an excellent farm, on which he spent his life. 
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he dying there in 1863, his wife about 1872. They were the parents of seven 
children, of whom the following three are living in 191 1: Eugene, the 
youngest ; Alice, of Oswego county, New York, and Levi, of Oswego coun- 
ty, New York. 

Eugene J. Upton worked for his father until he was sixteen, and re- 
mained at his home until he was twenty-one, but part of the time was work- 
ing on farms for neighbors. At the age of twenty -one he went to Oswego 
with his horse and buggy, and took a boat for Chicago, then drove through to 
Hardin county, Iowa, reaching Eldora in the fall of 1868. He had acquaint- 
ances in Hardin county, among them Lucius and Egbert Campbell, the for- 
mer being the county treasurer, and Egbert his deputy, and Egbert's accounts 
of the opportunities in Iowa had led Eugene Upton to come to Eldora. Lucius 
Campbell is now at Steamboat Rock, Hardin county, Iowa; Egbert is in 
Chicago. 

Eugene J. Upton bought a tract of new land northwest of GifTord in 
Eldora township, paying nine hundred and seventy-five dollars for one hun- 
dred acres, with no buildings, but partly broken and partially fenced. H( 
built a house, sixteen by twenty-four, and set to work to make a farm. In 
1870 he returned to New York, and on March 14th was married at the old 
home place to Edna L. Maltby, then twenty years old, who had been during 
her girlhood his neighbor. He brought his bride to his Iowa farm, and there 
they lived until 1901. Mr. Upton followed general farming and prospered. 
He added fifteen acres of land to the farm, and enlarged the house and built 
good barns. This farm cost him about eight dollars per acre, and he sold the 
most of it at eighty dollars. He then bought his present farm, the old John 
Peters place of two hundred acres, four miles east of the court house, for 
fifty-eight dollars and fifty cents per acre, which is now worth one hundred 
and fifty dollars per acre. On this he has erected a new barn and other new 
buildings, built much new fence, and laid a large amount of tile, and is con- 
tinuing this latter work. Besides general farming, Mr. Upton is engaged in 
the breeding of high grade stock and the feeding of them for market, keeping 
a good many cattle and a large number of Duroc Jersey hogs. In politics. 
Mr. Upton is a Democrat. Formerly he obtained much recreation in hunt- 
ing, but has lately not spent much time in this way. Mrs. Upton died on De- 
cember 22, 1909, having spent within a few weeks of forty years of happv 
married life with her husband. Mr. Upton is an up-to-date and progressive 
farmer and a man who has many friends in his neighborhood. He is well 
known and highly respected. 

Mr. and Mrs. Upton are the parents of nine children, six of whom are 
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living and three of whom died when young. The living are Mattie, the 
widow of John L. Lepley, of Union township; Frederick, who married Rosa 
E. Lingle, a partner with his father ; Gertie, who married Ernest Ankrum, a 
locomotive engineer, of Estherville, Iowa; Ina, who married Del Millslagle, of 
Mead county, South Dakota; Gladys, who married George Saint, of Grundy 
county, Iowa, and Agnes, the housekeeper for her father. 



GEORGE C. PYLE. 

The story of the success of George C. Pyle, one of the well-known busi- 
ness men of Iowa Falls, is not long nor does it contain many exciting chap- 
ters, but in it lies one of the most valuable secrets of the prosperity which it 
records; his business and private life are replete with interest and incentive, 
no matter how lacking in dramatic motion. The record of a noble life, con- 
sistent with itself and its possibilities in every particular. 

Mr. Pyle was born in Clinton county, Ohio, February 1. 1852, and he is 
the son of Jehu H. and Louisa (Carter) Pyle, the father born in North Caro- 
lina in 1814, and his parents, William and Mary (Hadley) Pyle, brought him 
to Ohio when he was about a year old. Louisa Carter was born in Ohio, 
whither her parents, George and Miriam (Wilson) Carter, had emigrated 
from North Carolina in 1818; thus each of these families were pioneers in the 
old Buckeye state. In the fall of i860 the Pyle family made the westward 
trip to Lee county, Iowa, having crossed the Mississippi river at Burlington on 
October 12th of that year. They came by rail to Burlington, Samuel W. 
Pyle, a brother, driving a covered wagon through from Ohio. The family 
settled in Lee county, Iowa, where they maintained their home for eight 
years. There were seven children in this family. In 1863 Samuel Pyle came 
to Iowa Falls, and, with J. W. Hiatt, started a lumber business at the east edge 
of the city, about 1865, which they called the Pioneer lumber yard. They 
hauled lumber from Cedar Falls, then the western terminus of the nearest 
railroad. Samuel Pyle clerked from 1863 to 1865 for Joseph White, an early 
merchant here. In October, 1868, the rest of the family came here, the par- 
ents, A. H. Pyle, a brother, now living at Webster City, also a sister, Sarah 
L. Pyle, now Mrs. T. J. Ashby, of Pasadena, California. Another sister, 
Mary, came to Iowa Falls in 1870; she married James Gardner and now lives 
at San Diego, California, in which city her husband was killed by a street car 
about 1907. 
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The family engaged in farming in this vicinity, living at Iowa Falls 
until about 1902. Two other sisters never lived here. Ruth, who married 
George Madden, lived at Oskaloosa until about 1886, then went to Kansas, 
thence to Nebraska ; they are both now deceased ; Mr. Madden was one of 
the first settlers here. Miriam C, the other sister, married J. P. Weir, of 
Lee county, Iowa, and they have lived in West Duluth, Minnesota, since 
about 1893. The father and mother made Iowa Falls their permanent home 
and here the father's death occurred in 1869. He was a life-long farmer, and 
in May, 1855, entered seven hundred acres of land from the government, five 
or six miles southeast of Iowa Falls, and became one of the large land owners 
and leading agriculturists of the county in those early days. After his death 
Mrs. Pyle married Rev. David Hunt, of New Providence, and lived there a 
few years, but later came to Iowa Falls, where she spent the rest of her days, 
Mr. Hunt's home near New Providence having been blown away by a tornado 
in i860. The death of the mother of the subject occurred in 1888. 

George C. Pyle lived on a farm in Lee county, accompanying the family 
to Iowa Falls from there, and he lived in this city about six years. He re- 
ceived a good education in the common schools, and a select school in Lee 
county. The first school building was just finished when he came here. No 
higher mathematics were taught in those days here, but Mr. Pyle desired to 
study algebra and when he asked the teacher to organize a class in that branch 
the latter refused, taking the matter up with the board, which instructed him 
to begin teaching a class in algebra, but after a week's trial he turned the 
class over to Mr. Pyle. The subject continued in school two or three years, 
completing the course then taught. His father was one of the founders of 
Penn College at Oskaloosa, and his death prevented the subject from becom- 
ing one of its first graduates. The oldest daughter of the subject was grad- 
uated from this institution in 1904. 

After leaving school George C. Pyle taught school a short time. About 
1872 he began farming for himself southeast of Iowa Falls, and, with the 
exception of one year spent at New Providence, he lived there until the spring 
of 1892. 

On January- 21, 1876, Mr. Pyle was married to Deborah Vick, daughter 
of Elias and Mary Vick and a sister of Mrs. Sylvester Havens, a sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

In the spring of 1892 Mr. Pyle moved to Iowa Falls and entered the em- 
ploy of Ellsworth & Jones and has remained with this widely-know n firm ever 
since, rendering high grade service in every particular, having been manager 
of the loan department for the past eighteen years. He has had occasion to 
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decide on nearly ten thousand titles, not only for the firm with which he is 
connected, but also makes a general business of doing so for others. He takes 
a pride in his work and is considered an expert in the same. He is always 
busy. No better man could be found to examine an abstract of title, and he 
has probably examined more titles than any other man in Iowa Falls. 

Samuel Pyle and J. W. Hiatt were together in business four or five 
years, then the former sold to the latter and moved to a farm southeast of 
Iowa Falls, and there lived until the spring of 1892, having improved two 
farms, when his health failed. He was an active Republican and took a great 
interest in party work and was an earnest campaigner and an interesting and 
fluent speaker. He now lives in Pasadena, California, where he has held 
various city offices, especially in the departments of public improvements and 
public health. He was a member of the grand jury that investigated the 
great case of the Los Angeles Times building, when it was wrecked by an ex- 
plosion, which stirred the whole country, in October, 1910. 

The Pyle family has been prominent in the affairs of Hardin county 
from the pioneer days, for even in 1868 when they came here there were no 
railroads in this locality and they drove across the wild prairies in covered 
wagons from Lee county. They spent their first night in Hardin county with 
the George family, on the farm now owned by J. M. Rankin. 

To George C. Pyle and wife two children have been born. Miriam W. 
married W. T. Johnson, and lives on Sunnyside farm, just outside of Iowa 
Falls. She was graduated from Penn College at Oskaloosa in 1904, as pre- 
viously stated. Winning the Bryn Mawr scholarship, she took a year's post- 
graduate work in that famous institution, receiving the degree of Master of 
Arts at the former college. For three years she was a member of the faculty 
of Ellsworth College. Bertha L., her sister, was graduated from the Iowa 
Falls high school, then took three years at Ellsworth College. She finished 
her last year at Earlham College at Richmond, Indiana, in 191 1, being grad- 
uated with the class of that year. Mr. and Mrs. Pyle are both life-long mem- 
bers of the Friends church. His people were all Quakers as far back as there 
is any record. 



ALEXANDER CROSSAN. 

A man whose life history is both interesting and instructive was Alex- 
ander Crossan. lately prominent in Hardin county, who was born at Gray 
Abbey, county Downs, Ireland, on February 10. 1807, and died on March 10. 
1899. His parents were Scotch and old-school Presbyterians and he was 

Digitized by Google 



;66 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



baptized according to that church's usage. Early he went to Sunday school 
and memorized the catechism and proof texts. : 

At the age of eight Alexander Crossan was thrown upon his own re- i 
sources and worked for four years for board alone. At twelve he worked I 
at tending looms in a factory six months for five dollars. The next six 
months he worked on a farm for thirty shillings, and received forty shillings 
lor the next half year. He then bound himself out for three years to a silk 
and linei. weaver and became at expert weaver. In his early manhood he 
went to Scotland and attended elassmeetings at the Wesleyan chapel, where 
he met the Long family, the most pious people he had ever known, and on 
June 15. 1836, the youngest and only surviving member of the family, Fanny, 
became his wife. Seven children were born to them in Scotland, two of whom 
died in early childhood. 

About 1848 Mr. Crossan came to the United States, and rented a farm 
in Crawford county. Ohio, where he resided until 1865. During the Civil war 
his three eldest sons all lost their lives in the service of their adopted country, 
and he himself, though Upwards of fifty-five years old, volunteered and was 
accepted, serving six months, then being discharged on account of disability. 
In the spring of 1865 he came to Hardin county, buying the old farm where 
his son Charles Wesley now lives and where the remainder of his iife was 
spent. 

On February 14, 1892. Mr. Crossan's companion for fifty-seven years 
passed to her reward. She was born near Kibby, Gardiner county, Donegal, 
Ireland, on April 11. 1812. but was reared mainly in Ayrshire, Scotland. Her 
life was devoted to her family and to the cause of her Master, she having that 
simple and abiding faith which sustains the Christian spirit in even- trial of 
life, and enabled her as the dawn of immortality began to clear to exclaim. 
"I will soon sweetly rest with Jesus: 1 will soon be home; He is my only hope." 
The last hours of this sainted woman were a revelation to the younger friends 
of the meaning of a lifelong trust in Christ, and a proof that death has no 
tenors for the true Christian, whose lamp had been ever burning and who was 
ready to respond to the Bridegroom's voice. 

In 1894 Mr. Crossan rcrfsited frdand tmd Scotland, the scenes of his 
youth, and. though in his eighty-seventh year, made most of the journey 
through the old countries on foot. Resides renewing acquaintances of early 
life, he made a careful study of social and labor conditions and wrote several 
interesting and instructive articles for the Register of Des Moines, whose old 
editor, Foster Clark, was for many years a warm and close friend of Mr. 
Crossan. He pictured the conditions of the laboring man in Scotland and 
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showed how our protective tariff redounded to the great advantage of the 
American laborer over those of Great Britain. Me returned more than ever 
in love with America and its institutions, and was more than ever established 
in the faith of a republican government. 

Imbibing from his native Scotia a love of freedom, his residence in 
America led him to espouse the Abolition cause, and not only did he serve 
his country in arms himself though long past the age limit but he sent his 
three sons. William, Alexander and David, to serve ior the cause of freedom 
and to become a sacrifice upon the altar of human liberty. Ail three lost 
their lives, two on the bloody field of Winchester, Virginia, on the 20th and 
21st of July, 1864. They were members of the Thirty-fourth Ohio Infantry, 
under Colonel Shaw, who was killed in the same battle and who was captain 
of the company at the time of enlistment. The third son, David, vas killed 
at Resaca, Georgia, but five weeks previously to these. So that the fon<! par- 
ents made the greatest sacrifice possible that bondmen might be free and that 
the sons and daughters of others might enjoy freedom's blessings to a greater 
degree. And, in the words of Lincoln, addressed to that Mrs. Bixby of 
Boston whose five sons were killed : "I pray that our Heavenly Father may 
assuage the anguish of your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished 
memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours in hav- 
ing laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar 1 of freedom." 

The other members of the Crossan family are Jane, the w idow of Merritt 
Watson, of Eldora; Thomas, of Eldora; Anna, the wife of James H. Vigars, 
and Charles W., on the old homestead. 

Alexander Crossan was grounded in a living trust in the Saviour of man- 
kind, and from early years became a worker in His cause. Being keenly in- 
telligent, with strong Scotch characteristics, he was well and widely read and 
had a faculty of language and expression of ideas that enabled him to entertain 
an audience either composed of neighbors and friends or a larger one willing 
to hear sound doctrine ably expounded. Often urged to accept ordination, 
he contented himself with the humble shaie of a lay member of his church 
until his hair had well turned gray, but finally yielded to the persuasion oi 
friends and to his own sense of responsibility and entered upon the greater 
service demanded of those ordained. However, he refused to accept regular 
pastoral work, but was constantly found laboring in the vineyard, conducting 
revival services or serving as a local preacher. A clear thinker, a ready, 
forceful speaker, carrying conviction to the doubting hearer, he was specially 
strong in making those appeals that moved people. He was particularly sought 
in the conferences to arouse enthusiasm of the lukewarm, and cause a re- 
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newal of that steadfast confidence and unfaltering trust that every true 
Christian must have. His knowledge of the Scripture was remarkable, and 
his ready wit, cutting satire and keen repartee made him an adversary in de- 
bate that many of those who had once met him cared not to repeat the expe- 
rience. His death took from the community an admirable citizen and a pure 
Christian and genuine gentleman. 

Charley Wesley Crossan, the youngest son of Alexander and Fanny, was 
born on February 7, 1856, in Crawford county, Ohio. He has lived on his 
present farm since he was nine years old and has bought the old homestead 
entirely. He follows general farming, in which he has been successful. 

On December 25, 1880, Mr. Crossan was married to Eliza Vigars, the 
daughter of Joseph Vigars, who was born at Dubuque, Iowa, and came to 
Hardin county when she was eight years old. To this marriage were born 
four sons and one daughter. Albert William was the assistant cashier in the 
First National Bank of Eldora, receiving the position after eight years as 
clerk, and is now cashier and manager of a bank at Spirit Lake, Iowa. John 
Wesley is a medical student in St. Louis University, graduating in the class 
of 191 1. Earl is at home operating the farm. Fern has begun high school, 
and Harold, the youngest, is now twelve. All are young people of much 
promise. 

In politics Charles W. Crossan is a Republican, but has never sought or 
held office. A member of the East Side Methodist church, he has been for 
thirty years class leader, and is an active Sunday school worker and former 
superintendent. He is a man of good judgment and strong character, a skill- 
ful and successful farmer, and follows in daily life the precepts of the relig- 
ion which he professes. 



JOHN SMITH BAKER. 

One of the progressive and enterprising farmers of Eldora township is 
John Smith Baker, who has spent forty-five years of his life in that commun- 
ity and is thus well acquainted with its history. He was born on October 20. 
1838, in Licking county, Ohio, the son of Charles Baker. 

Charles Baker was born on May 19, 1814, in Licking county, Ohio, and 
remained in that county until 1852, farming and operating a canal boat on 
the Ohio canal. He was married on January 20. 1835. to Elizabeth Smith, 
who was born in Pennsylvania, and who bore to him six children, George W-. 
John. William G. and James N. Elizabeth Deliah and Mary Catherine. 
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both dead. The mother of these children died on December 31, 1845. Charles 
Baker then married in August, 1846, in Licking county, Susan Fox, a widow, 
of Virginia. She died in Wells county, Indiana, on July 28, 1858. No 
children were born to this marriage. Charles was married a third time to 
Sarah Fryback, on December 23, 1858. She, with five children, died in 
1864, of spotted fever. Charles Baker, after leaving Ohio, spent the remain- 
der of his life in farming, moving in later life to Missouri, where he lived 
with his son William. He visited his son John in 1884, and while there died 
on September 18th and his body lies in Buckner cemetery. He was an hon- 
est and hard-working man and was much respected in the communities in 
which he lived. 

When John S. Baker was fourteen his father moved to Wells county, 
Indiana, and here he remained until after his majority, attending school, 
working on the farm and working in a mill. He then moved to Illinois. 

On August 6, 1862, John S. Baker enlisted at Rockford. Illinois, in the 
Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry, Company F, and served just three years to a 
day. His regiment saw exceptionally hard service, and was so badly thinned 
out before the end of the war that it was joined to the Eighty-eighth Illinois, 
with which regiment its members served to the end of the war. John stayed 
in Illinois until the spring of 1866, when he came to Iowa, arriving at Eldora 
on April 27th with fifteen cents in his pocket. Here he has spent the remain- 
der of his life. The first property which he obtained was an old but good 
horse, which he traded for an eighty-acie farm. This horse took the first 
prize at the first county fair in Hardin county, which was held at Steamboat 
Rock. He later traded farms with Joseph Frank and bought the heirs' por- 
tion, thus increasing his holdings to one hundred and forty acres. Selling 
part of this, he bought one hundred acres of Judge Whitney and twenty acres 
of Lawyer Preston, and still has the same two hundred acres. This land cost 
in the neighborhood of eighteen dollars per acre and is now worth about one 
hundred and forty dollars per acre. His farming operations have been gen- 
eral in character and so successful as to entitle him to be ranked among the 
best farmers of his community. 

Mr. Baker was married on March 23, 1876, to Alice V. Madden, who 
was born in Pennsylvania on December 22, 1853, the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth (Wert) Madden. Her parents came with their family to Hardin 
county on April 23, 1867. Alice had eleven brothers and sisters, namely: 
Matilda, Clara E., Martha, Charles F., John E., George R., William A., 
Anna R., Melvin A., Lewis W. and Elmer D.. all living but Matilda. John 
Madden was a coal miner operating in the mines just north of Eldora. He 
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died on January 4, 1907, and his widow is living with her daughter, Mrs. 
John Baker, and family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Baker are the parents of the following children: Melvin 
Franklin was born on September 22, 1877, and married Grace Bartine, of 
Clemens Grove, Iowa, who has borne to him three children, Helen, Robert 
and Marian. He now lives at Rhodes, Iowa, and is a druggist; Lillie Eliza- 
beth was born on April 8, 1879, and married William Ethridge, of Hardin 
county, to whom she has borne one child, Wallace. John Smith was born on 
June 8, 1880, and married Emma Rosine, by whom he is the father of one 
child, George C. Mary Ellen, who was born on January 31, 1882, married 
Lyman Whiting, and lives east of Eldora. Charles Clayton, who was born 
on September 22, 1883, married Edna Lepley, and lives in Eldora township 
Alice Valentine was born on February 14, 1885, and lives with her parents. 
Jessie Lee was born on April 7, 1887, married Herbert Meeker, and lives 
near Chugwater, Wyoming. Fleda May was born on August 3, 1894, and is 
at home attending school. 

Mr. Baker moved from his farm into Eldora in 1904, and is now living 
there and enjoying the society of his friends. He is in politics a Republican, 
and his wife is an active member of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Baker is 
one of the sterling and substantial citizens of Eldora, a man whose strong 
qualities command respect and whose genial disposition has won him many 
friends. 



WILLIAM H. HAUG. 



One of the best known and most progressive of the German farmers of 
Sherman township, Hardin county, is William H. Haug, a man who has 
proved himself to be made of mettle of a sterling quality, for he has not per- 
mitted discouraging situations and seemingly insurmountable obstacles to 
clown him, but has pressed forward until he has acquired a competency and 
at the same time won the respect of his fellow men. 

Mr. Haug was born on January 24, 1840, in Lechgau, Germany, and he 
is the son of George G. and Margaret (Fisher) Haug, both of the locality in 
which the subject was born. The father was a tailor by trade and there he 
lived until his death, after which his widow came to America and lived among 
her children until her death, which occurred at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 
They were the parents- of the following children: Margaret died in Ger- 
many; Dorothy died in Germany; George C, born January 17, 1830, came to 
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America in 1852 or 1853, spending his first winter in Pennsylvania, then went 
to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, later moving to Hanover, that state, and in 
1874 went to Dallas county. He came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1880, lo- 
cating in the northeast quarter of section 34, Sherman township, and there re- 
mained until his death, in 1900.. He married Montana Hohenschild, of North- 
ampton county, Pennsylvania. She was the daughter of Joseph and Eliza- 
beth (Hauck) Hohenschild. He was a stone cutter and contractor. His wife 
lives in Wisconsin. They had four children: Sylvester F., born May 18, i860, 
is a farmer by profession and lives at Radcliffe, this county ; he married Ella 
Sills, a native of Canada, whose death occurred on January 22, 1909. Will- 
iam H. died in 1896. Addie, who married C. W. Butler, lives at Janesville, 
Wisconsin. Belle, who married George Moore, lives at Greeley, Kansas. 
Charles P., born in 1832 in Germany, died in the fall of 1902; he came to 
America in 1870 and located in Hardin county, Iowa, and bought one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land in section 28, Sherman township; this he im- 
proved and made a home on ; he married Theresa Tarper and they had the fol- 
lowing children: C. P., of Stockton, California; Ida lives at Gayton, North 
Dakota; Amelia is married and lives at Radcliffe, Iowa; William lives at 
Tropical, California. Fred remained single and died in St. Louis. Frederika 
married Fritz Bauer and she is now deceased. 

William H. Haug was educated in Germany and he mastered English 
himself after coming to America, which trip was made in 1857 w > tn h» s 
mother and the rest of the family, the voyage requiring thirty-seven days. 
They landed in New York city, later came to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 
The subject worked for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad for seven- 
teen years in one shop, the round house. On June 2, 1869, he married Bertha 
Larsen, of Bergen, Norway, a daughter of Baker and Jensina (Peterson) 
Larsen. They came to America in 1854, locating first in Illinois, later in 
Crawford county, Iowa, where they spent the rest of their lives on a farm; 
they were the parents of seven children, Bertha, Lewis, Albert, Melinda, Jose- 
phine, Amos and John. 

Five children were born to the subject and wife, namely: Bertha, de- 
ceased; Henry and William are at home; Walter G., who runs a restaurant 
at Radcliffe ; Edwin C. lives at Iowa Falls, where he is a barber and also plays 
in the band. 

William H. Haug is the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land 
in section 28, Sherman township. He has made all the improvements on the 
place as they stand today and has been very successful as a general farmer 
and stock raiser. 
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Mr. Haug is a Republican and a member of the Lutheran church. He 
belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, Camp No. 2749, at Radcliffe, 
Iowa. He has lived on his present place since 1886 and has seen the country 
grow to a rich and desirable farming region and has played well his part in 
the development of the same. 



DAVID W. REPP 

Among the progressive young business men of Iowa Falls, identified 
with important industrial enterprises, and one whose technical training 'and 
executive ability have enabled him to achieve noteworthy success as the practi- 
cal manager of one of the leading lumber firms of Hardin county, is David 
W. Repp. A man of intelligent ideas and wide experience, his interests have 
been so interwoven with the establishment with which he is identified as to 
make the history of the one practically the history of the other during the 
past few years, and as an expert in the line of endeavor to which his energies 
and talents have been devoted he has an honorable and much more than local 
reputation. 

Mr. Repp was born in 1877 near Sandwich, DeKalb county, Illinois, and 
he is the son of Abram Fletcher and Isabelle (Rogers) Repp, an excellent old 
Hardin county family, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. 

The boyhood of the subject was spent on his father's farm, which he 
worked during the crop seasons and attended the local schools in the winter 
time. When he reached manhood he took a position in Butler's End-Gate 
Factory at Iowa Falls, where he was employed a year and a halt. He then 
took a position in the lumber yard of Hoag & Griffith, of this city, where he 
showed such aptitude that a year later, when the business was taken over by 
the Stewart Lumber Company, the new owners placed Mr. Repp at its head as 
manager, which position he still holds, having given the firm the utmost sat- 
isfaction at all times and proving himself to be a business man of rare acumen 
and energy. 

Mr. Repp has taken some interest in public affairs of his home city, and 
has held official positions in the Iowa Falls Fire Company, of which he is a 
member. Fraternally, he belongs to Alpine Lodge No. 7, Knights of Pyth- 
ias, in which he has served as inner guard. Politically, he is a Republican. 

On September 28. 1909, Mr. Repp was united in marriage with Clara 
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Boward, daughter of Martin L. and Mary (Dermody) Boward. Mrs. Repp 
was born in Martinsburg, West Virginia, where she grew to womanhood and 
was educated. Her father is deceased, but her mother is living; she makes 
her home at Bedington, near Martinsburg. Mrs. Repp came to Iowa Falls in 
1901, with her aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Dillon, of this city. They were 
in Virginia on a visit in that year and she accompanied them home. 

One child, Mary, a bright-eyed daughter, graces the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Repp, her birth having occurred in November, 19 10. Personally, Mr. 
Repp is an obliging, whole-souled, unobtrusive gentleman who inspires the 
good will and esteem of all with whom he comes into contact. 



CHAUNCY HARDIN. 

Although Chauncy Hardin, one of the worthy pioneers of Hardin coun- 
ty, has long been sleeping the sleep of the just, his influence in the develop- 
ment of this locality continues to work imperceptibly but powerfully, for he 
did his full share in starting the physical, moral and civic development of the 
county, being true to the duties of citizenship, faithful to every trust reposed 
in him and well worthy the high regard in which he was held by all who 
knew him. Like the one spoken of in Holy Writ, he was "a good man and 
just," did much for the cause of religion by ministrations and always exerted 
a strong influence for good by the blameless character of his every-day life. 
Heaven bounteously lengthened out his life to an unusual span of years, he 
having died at Iowa Falls the latter part of 1876, at the age of ninety-two, 
his long life being due, no doubt, to his wholesome living. 

Mr. Hardin was born at Middle Haddam, Connecticut, January 7, 1785. 
He married Ann Gates at East Haddam. his native state, when about twenty- 
three years of age, this union resulting in the birth of two sons who after- 
wards became men of wealth and distinction, Harry and Chauncy, Jr., both 
of Monmouth, Illinois. In 1808 the family moved to Richfield, Connecticut, 
and remained there several years. In those early days of the Republic and 
before the war of 18 12, Mr. Hardin was always on the move for a better lo- 
cation. From Connecticut he moved to Otsego county. New York, and there 
farmed, becoming wealthy, near the classic precincts made immortal by 
Cooper's writings. Here died his first wife and here he was married to Sallie 
Martin March 1. 1818. She survived him. and she is described as a woman 
fleet footed, bright eyed and courageous, like most of the pioneer women of 
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her day, even when she was past eighty years of age being as strong as most 
women of twenty-five years younger. The fruits of their marriage were four 
daughters: Anna Gates Hardin, born February 8, 1819, died in April of the 
same year; Mrs. Mary A. Soule, of Detroit, Michigan; Mrs. S. P. Smith, 
deceased, formerly of Iowa Falls; Mrs. A. F. Angell, also of Iowa Falls, 
Iowa. 

It was in the year 1858 that Mr. Hardin moved to Iowa Falls, then a 
straggling village of a few rude cabins. Here he built a residence or two, 
which he owned at his death, also several lots. The Methodist Episcopal 
church found him its most liberal contributor up to his death. He contrib- 
uted more eagerly to the fund for its rebuilding than any other member, in 
fact he was long regarded as a pillar in the church. He made a success of 
his life work, being a hard worker and honest in his dealings with his fellow 
men. He was known among friends and neighbors as a man who dealt 
justly, loved mercy and walked humbly before his Master. He had no bad 
habits, lived long and prospered, and died a serene and happy death. 

Mr. Hardin accumulated money and property with no unworthy motive. 
He acquired his means by honest toil, by dint of saving, honesty and fairly 
earning every penny. He was a man of strong will, unusual fortitude and 
obliging; a friend to the needy and distressed, in fact, one of those sterling 
types not frequently met with. 



ADOLPH BUCHHOLTZ. 

For a long time Adolph Buchholtz was regarded as one of the leading 
farmers and stock raisers of Sherman township, Hardin county. By judicious 
rotation of crops and a plentiful use of fertilizers he not only retained the 
soil's original fertility, but increased its productiveness and seldom if ever did 
he fail to realize liberal returns from the time and labor expended on his 
fields. Although primarily interested in his own affairs, as is quite natural 
and right. Mr. Buchholtz manifests an abiding regard for the advancement 
and welfare of the community and for any measure or enterprise by which 
his fellow men may be benefited. He encourages churches and schools, is a 
respecter of law and order and has no use or sympathy for any calling or 
business which tends to lower the moral status of the country or degrade the 
youth of the land. He now lives retired. 
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Mr. Buchholtz was born in 1839 in Mecklenburg, Germany, the son of 
William and Sophia (Dornson) Buchholtz, both natives of the locality in 
which the subject was born. There they grew up, were educated and mar- 
ried, and subsequently emigrated to America, locating in Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, where they remained several years, then went to Waterford, Racine coun- 
ty, that state, where they spent their last years on a farm and where they both 
died. They were members of the Lutheran church ; there were four children, 
all sons, in their family, named as follows : William, John and Charles are 
all deceased, August, of this review being the only survivor of the family. He 
was educated in Germany and grew to manhood there, coming to the United 
States with his parents. He bought a farm in Racine county, Wisconsin, 
which was partly timbered ; this he cleared and improved the place in a gen- 
eral way. In 1869 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of wild land in Sherman township, which he improved 
into an excellent farm. He also bought one hundred and twenty acres in 
Buckeye township. He continued to live in Sherman township in his pleasant 
home and conduct his farm until 1806, when he moved to Radcliffe, where 
he has since lived retired, having laid by a competency. He raised fine cattle, 
horses and hogs, in connection with general farming. He is a Republican in 
politics and has held the office of treasurer and trustee of Sherman town- 
ship. He is a member of the Evangelical church at Radcliffe. He built the 
first church in Tipton township. 

Mr. Buchholtz has been twice married, first to Mary Kruger, a native of 
Germany, whose death occurred in September, 1908. By this marriage eight 
children were born, namely: William is living in Seattle, Washington; 
Charles owns the old home place in Sherman township ; Annie lives in Winne- 
bago county, Iowa ; August also lives in that county ; Paulina lives in Port- 
land, Oregon ; Mary is deceased ; Lewis is farming in Buckeye township, this 
county; Elizabeth, who was the oldest child and is deceased, married John 
Swenger. 

On December 15, 1909, Mr. Buchholtz was married to Elizabeth Heint- 
zelman, widow of Fred Heintzelman, of New Orleans, who at that time lived 
at Defiance, Ohio. By this union three children were born, Henry, Clara and 
Minnie, all of whom live in Toledo, Ohio. The subject's second wife was 
born in Henry county, Ohio, the daughter of John and Anna (Hoffman) 
Schatz, natives of Germany, who came to America and settled in Henry 
county, Ohio, and spent the rest of their lives there on a farm. They were 
members of the Lutheran church. There were eight children in their family, 
seven of whom are now living. 
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JOHN BENSON. 

There is no way of estimating the amount of good accomplished by a 
long and useful life, which is unselfishly led and which is molded in accord- 
ance with high ideals and lofty traits, as was that of John Benson, who has 
'•ong been sleeping the sleep of the just, but whose influence is still pervading 
the lives of those who came into contact with him. He was born in Saratoga, 
New York, April 18, 1796, and his death occurred on August 9, 1866. He 
received only a limited education in the old-fashioned schools, but he was a 
great reader and a keen observer and he became self-taught and a well round- 
ed, self-made man. He came to Iowa in April, 1838, when it was yet a ter- 
ritory, and lived a few months on Cedar river, making his first home in Jack- 
son county, later moved to Delaware county, finally settling in Hardin county 
about 1856. He boarded with the Hauser family for a time and while here 
built a saw mill, having always been a mill man, and he built and operated one 
of the early saw mills of this locality, cutting much of the lumber for the early 
settlers. He married Almeda Green, March 4, 1830; she was born March 3, 
181 o, and her death occurred on April 8, 1902. They were the parents of the 
following children: Minerva, born December 14, 1831, married Sumner 
Haxton, a farmer of Grundy county, Iowa, who is now deceased, his widow- 
still surviving; Ursula, born May 31, 1833, married in 1885 Edwin Parker, 
who died November 22, 1892, aged fifty-four years; the widow is living on 
the old homestead in Union township, Hardin county. Matilda Benson, who 
was born August 10, 1835, remained single and lives on the old homestead in 
Union township, Hardin county; Solon, born November 20, 1839, married 
Helen Conner and they are both living in Pearson, Iowa; Sarah E, born 
November 18, 184 1, has remained single and lives on the old home place in 
Union township, Hardin county; Edwin, born February 13, 1843, died Aug- 
ust 15, 1864; Sidney R., born November 30, 1844, married Lucinda Griffith, 
now deceased, and he is living in Johnson county, Missouri ; Sylvia, born Sep- 
tember 1, 1848, married Jacob Lindley and is living at Bloomington. Illinois; 
Horace J., born February 7, 1850, married Clara Lockwood and is now living 
in Union, retired ; Elfie, born October 19, 1854, married A. C. Swain, son of 
one of the old settlers of Iowa and an early-day preacher; he and his wife al>o 
taught school. Both live in Laclede county, Missouri. 

John Benson was the son of Stutson and Sarah (Sumner) Benson; they 
were married in Ohio and spent most of their lives near Amboy, that state, 
and they are buried in sight of Lake Erie. They were the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: John, subject of this sketch; Sarah, Willis. Eli and Eri 
(twins). Matilda, Newman, Sylvia. 
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Ritter Benson, father of Stutson Benson, was born in Ireland, and he 
emigrated to America in an early day, locating in Vermont, and later moved 
to New York in the colonial days. When he was a boy the war for independ- 
ence was in progress and the battle of Bennington was fought on the farm on 
which he lived. This was in harvest time, and he had been sent for a jug of 
water. Upon seeing the British approaching he dropped his jug and gave the 
alarm, notifying the colonial troops, and he was active in the battle and was 
captured by the British and Indians and carried to Canada, but made good his 
escape the following fall and returned to the American army and further as- 
sisted in the cause of liberty. Upon reaching home he found that everything 
had been burned up and the place devastated. The following were his chil- 
dren: Stutson, Peter, Paul, Jonathan, Squire, William and one daughter, 
who married Governor Nye of Utah. 

The old home place in section 23, Union township, this county, nas been 
well kept by the three daughters mentioned above, and there is a homelike, 
tranquil atmosphere about the place which makes the many friends of the fam- 
ily delight to gather there, sharing their old-time hospitality. 



FRED SCHWINGER. 

Possessing a genius for execution and management, Fred Schwinger, of 
Radcliffe, Sherman township, has proven himself to be one of the ablest agri- 
culturists of Hardin county, having that quality of personality which, ac- 
companied by unflagging determination, one is bound to rise no matter what 
the environment or circumstances. That he is a man of sterling characteris- 
tics is shown by the fact that he came to a strange country, of strange cus- 
toms, language and institutions and, starting with no capital and without the 
influence of friends, climbed to a commanding eminence among his fellows, 
winning not only material success, but also the esteem of all who have known 
him. 

Mr. Schwinger was born on March 13, 1845, in Kreutzburgr. Germany, 
the son of Christoph and Christina (Hellermann) Schwinger. both natives of 
the same locality in which their son, the subject, was born, the father's birth 
occurring on July 5, 181 3, and that of the mother on September 25, 1819. 
There they grew up. were educated and married, and emigrated to America 
in 1853. fi rst locating in the state of New York and later came to Mason 
county, Illinois, where he got wild, timbered land, which he cleared and im- 
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proved and later in life they made their home with the subject until their 
deaths. They were members of the Evangelical church, and their family con- 
sisted of five children, namely: Fred, of this review; John, born September 
12, 1847, came to Butler county, Iowa, in early life, later to Sherman town- 
ship, Hardin county, still later lived in Buckeye township. After a successful 
life on the farm he died in June, 191 1. He married Lizzie Buchholtz, and 
they have two children, Minnie and Howell. Conrad, born May 30, 1850, is 
now deceased. Christoph died in the state of New York. Mary E., born May 
8, 1859, is deceased. Three children died in early life. 

Fred Schwinger was educated in Germany and he taught himself Eng- 
lish, not having had a chance to attend school in Illinois. He lived at home 
until he was twenty- four years of age, then farmed two years for himself. 
Later he went to Butler county, Iowa, where he remained three and one-half 
years, then came to Sherman township, Hardin county, first buying one hun- 
dred and sixty acres, in section 29. It was all wild land and he began as a 
pioneer, erecting a rude house, sixteen by twenty-four feet, twelve feet high, 
and thus having formed the nucleus of a home he went to work and developed 
a good farm. He was married on April 26, 1869, to Augusta Krell, of Hes- 
sen-Darmstadt, Germany, the daughter of John and Mary (Katz) Krell, 
who came to America in 1852 and settled in Mason county, Illinois, where 
they got wild land, which they improved and on which they spent the bal- 
ance of their lives. Mr. Krell was twice married, the subject's wife being the 
only child by the first marriage. Mary Katz was his second wife, and by 
her five children were born, namely: John, of Mason county. Illinois: Hart- 
man is deceased ; Lizzie lives at Pontiac, Illinois; Conrad also lives in Illinois; 
Mary lives in Oswego. Kansas. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Schwinger: John, a 
farmer, who was born on March 21, 1870, married Mary Folke, and they 
have six children. Fay. Leland, Earl. Russell, Fern and May; they live in 
South Dakota. William, a farmer, was born on August 9, 1871. married 
Mattie Craig, and they have two children, Vera and Dayton; this family 
lives at Elmore, Minnesota. Christoph, born January 16, 1874, has remained 
single and is farming in Sherman township, this county. Fred, Jr.. born Sep- 
tember 16. 1876. is a drayman at Ackley. Iowa; he married Luella Kelt and 
they have six children. Cora. Lowell. Anna May, Grace, Helen and Caroline. 
Conrad, born February 20. 1878, who lives at Parker, South Dakota, married 
Annie Craig and they have two children, Vadna and Ila. Henry, born March 
2. 1880. is farming in Sherman township. He married Lillie Grobe. and the) 
have one son. Wallace. Marie, born August 24, 1882, married, on December 
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3, 1908, Peter Rasmenson, and they farm the old home place for the subject; 
they have two children, Lloyd and Dale. 

Fred Schwinger is the owner of one hundred and sixty acres in South 
Dakota. He has lived on his present place since he came to Hardin county. 
He set out the trees and improved the place in every way, making it attractive 
and productive. He has raised mixed stock, specializing on draft horses, 
Poland-China and Chester White hogs. He is a Republican, but has held no 
office. He belongs to the Evangelical Association. He takes a great deal of 
interest in church work. He has always borne an envied reputation and is 
one of the well known and highly respected pioneers of this part of the 
county. 



THOMAS F. RIGG. 

Dependent very largely upon his own resources from his early youth, 
Thomas F. Rigg, of Iowa Falls, has attained no insignificant success, and 
though he may have, like most men of affairs, encountered obstacles and met 
with reverses, he has pressed steadily forward, ever willing to work for the 
end he has in view. His tenacity and fortitude are due, no doubt, in a large 
measure to the worthy traits inherited from his sterling English ancestors, 
whose high ideals and correct principles he has ever sought to perpetuate in 
all the relations of life. 

Mr. Rigg was born in Westfield, Massachusetts, May 10, 1862, and he 
is the son of Dr. James and Elizabeth (Egginston) Rigg, both born in Eng- 
land, the father at Kendall on June 16, 1835, and the mother at Birming- 
ham in 1837. Tne mother came to America in her childhood, with her par- 
ents, and the father emigrated to the United States long before the Mexican 
war. His father, Thomas F. Rigg, was a prominent dyer in Philadelphia. 
He manufactured blankets which he dyed, and sold them for the use of the 
soldiers in the Mexican war, becoming wealthy in this manner. Doctor Rigg 
grew to manhood in the city of Philadelphia and married there. Believing 
that the West held greater opportunities for him, in 1852 he joined the tide 
of emigration then setting in strongly for the western frontier and came to 
Iowa City, Iowa, when the capital of the state was located there. He later 
returned East, but after the birth of his son, Thomas F.. he returned to Iowa 
and located at Iowa Falls, when the subject was a baby. Here the Doctor 
engaged in the drug business from 1863 to 1875. He now lives at Addison, a 
suburb of Chicago. He is a man of strong characteristics and has been suc- 
cessful in a business way and enjoys the esteem of a wide acquaintance. 
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Thomas F. Rigg grew to maturity at Iowa Falls and was educated here. 
Early in life he turned his attention to the newspaper field and the major part 
of his active life has been spent in this work. Nature seems to have en- 
dowed him with the peculiar attributes essential to this vocation and he has 
met with more than ordinary success and ranks high among his professional 
brethren of this section of the state, having a keen instinct for news and know- 
ing how to shape it so as to serve the best purpose, his style being forceful, 
crisp and direct, and he never lets the grass grow under his feet. 

In 1893 bought the Iowa Falls Citizen, which he conducted 

two years in a manner that stamped him as being full abreast of the times in 
this line, making his paper a potent factor in public affairs. He had pre- • ... 
viously been connected with the Sioux City papers, the Tribune and the Jour- 
nal, being city editor of the former first, and later held the same position on 
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the latter, rendering high grade service in each instance, and doing much to ■. 
enhance the value and popularity of these dailies. Although making no pre- 
tense of being a finished writer or versatile author, his newspaper work 
showed that he has a splendid, forceful style, and, withal, no mean literary 
ability. 

Mr. Rigg was married on April 18, 1894, to Jennie A. Smith, daugh- 
ter of S. P. Smith, an esteemed citizen of this county, a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. For a number of years the subject managed 
Mr. Smith's estate. He and his wife are cultured, educated and amiable peo- 
ple, well liked socially and widely esteemed for real worth of character. 



LEVI C. HIM MEL. 



When he gazes over his broad acres of well cultivated land Levi C 
Himmel, of Radcliffe. Sherman township, is justified in feeling that he has 
achieved the acme of his ambition, when in his early life he became imbued 
with a determination to some day take front rank among the agriculturists of 
his locality. But it is no wonder that he has succeeded, for his life has been 
led along such legitimate lines as seldom if ever fail to gain the goal desired. 

Mr. Himmel was born on July 17, 1857, in Mason county, Illinois, ami 
he is the son of John \Y. and Elizabeth (Pfeil) Himmel, both natives of Ger- 
many, he bom at Baden and she at Kur Hessen. The elder Himmel came to 
America when seventeen years of age with his parents, Adam and Annie 
Himmel, in 1848. They first stopped in the state of New York, later made 
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the overland trip to Mason county, Illinois, in an old-fashioned wagon drawn 
by an ox team, and there they got one hundred acres of government land. 

Adam Himmel's three brothers came to America,, all settling in Mason 
county, Illinois, and there John W. Himmel, father of the subject, was mar- 
ried. There he got one hundred and sixty acres of land, partly improved, 
and here he made a success as a farmer and later added to his original pur- 
chase until he had five hundred and eight acres. He came to Hardin county, 
Iowa, and bought land at five dollars per acre. He was a local preacher in 
the Evangelical church and he did a great deal of good among the western 
pioneers in religious work, becoming well known and influential, and, being 
active in Republican politics, he held many offices in his county. Everybody 
knew him to be a good and useful man. Death came to him in a tragic man- 
ner in 1888, he having fallen from the top of a wind mill, being instantly killed. 
His widow survived until 1904, reaching the age of sixty -nine years. Their 
family consisted of ten children, namely: Daniel died in infancy; Mary mar- 
ried D. Thalman, of Radcliffe, Iowa; Levi C, of this review; Joseph J., who 
is farming in Sherman township, married Annie Morgenstein, and they have 
five children, John P., Edward N.. Mattie, Minnie and Alice. Sarah, who mar- 
ried Philip Hoffman, a lumber dealer of Radcliffe, has four children, Will, 
Earl, Walter and Bertha. Adam S.. who is farming in Sherman township, 
married Delia Brooks, and they have six children, Earl, Carl. Mina, Paul, Joe 
and Connie. John A. married Susie Lukens and lives on a farm in Sherman 
township, and they have five children. Fern, Lloyd (deceased), Harold, Dee 
and Lysle. Theodore, who is a lumber dealer in Radcliffe, married Edith Wie- 
mer, and they have two children, Byron and Florence. Annie married Christ 
Wiemer, cashier of the First National Bank at Radcliffe, and they have two 
children. Clara and Elmer. 

Levi C. Himmel attended the public schools in Mason county, Illinois, 
and he lived at home until he was twenty-five years of age. On September 6, 
1882, he was united in marriage with Emma Morgenstein, of Mason county, 
Illinois, and the daughter of Peter and Caroline Morgenstein, he a native of 
Pennsylvania and she of Germany. He grew up in Pennsylvania and went 
to Mason county. Illinois, in early life and got timbered land which he cleared 
and there developed a good home, where he lived until his death, in 1890, 
his wife dying in 1902. Their children were as follows: Caroline, who mar- 
ried George Trout, lives in South Dakota, and they have five children, Nora, 
William. Clarence. Edna and Cora. Lucintha died when twenty-six. Lydia 
married William Wiemer. of Radcliffe. a banker and county supervisor, and 
they have five children, Emma. Minnie, Levi, Lydia and Tillie. Emma, who 
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married Mr. Himmel, of this review. Annie married J. J. Himmel, of Rad- \ .y, ( 
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cliffe. Samuel, who lives in Texas, married Lulu McRondels, who died, leav- 
ing one child, Gladys. Charlie married Tillie Spink ; they live in Idaho and 
have two children, Fred and Lela. Henry lives in Washington. 

In the fall of 1883 Levi C. Himmel and wife came to Radcliffe, Hardin 1 ^ 
county, Iowa, and settled in section 32, Sherman township, starting in typical | 1. 
pioneer fashion, erecting a hut sixteen by twenty-four feet. They prospered 
by reason of hard work and careful management and in 1887 built their pres- 
ent comfortable and substantial home, and their barn, forty-eight by sixty-six 
feet, in 1896, — in fact, he has made all the improvements on the place just as ] r 
they stand today. He has a fine farm and has been very successful as a gen- 
eral farmer and stock raiser. He has a half section of land where he lives 
and also two hundred and fifty-two acres in section 22, Sherman township. 
He has always raised a good grade of live stock, making a specialty of short- 
horn cattle, draft horses and ponies, also Duroc -Jersey Red hogs. 

Mr. Himmel is a Republican, but has never aspired to public office. He 
belongs to the Evangelical church at Radcliffe. He is well known and highly 
respected. 



V 



ALEXANDER McCOY. 



ft 



Judging from the large success that has attended the efforts of Alexan- 
der McCoy, one of Hardin county's leading agriculturists, he got a proper 
start in life and although he has had to go it alone he has made few mistakes 
of a general nature and is today one of the splendid examples of our modern 
self-made Americans. Much if not all depends upon the start in the battle of 
life, just as in a race. The horse that gets the best start, all other things being 
equal, will almost invariably win. Realizing at the outset of his career that 
it took indomitable courage, unfaltering integrity and unfailing industry to 
achieve definite results, Mr. McCoy began shaping his course, gauged by prop- 
er ideals, and he is today eminently deserving of the rewards that have so 
lavishly attended his efforts. 

Mr. McCoy hails from the old Empire state and he has sterling New 
England blood in his veins, having been born on July 13, 1849. in Lockport. 
New York, and he is the son of William and Mary (Donaldson) McCoy, the 
father a native of Rutland county, Vermont, and the mother of Glasgow 
Scotland. William McCoy grew up in the state of Vermont and when a 
young man went to the state of New York and married there. Coming west. 
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he located at Sharon, Wisconsin. He proved his patriotism by serving his 
country during her darkest days in the early sixties and gave his life on her 
altar in order that, in the language of the great Emancipator, "the nation 
might live." He served faithfully in the Union army until his death while in 
the service at Covington, Kentucky, of sickness. Afterwards his widow came 
to Iowa with her children, who are named below, and here she spent the bal- 
ance of her life, dying at Mt. Vernon, Washington, in 1909. Her children 
were: Alexander, of this review; Edward lives in Walla Walla, Washing- 
ton; George lives in Nebraska; Delbert is married and is engaged in the mer- 
cantile business at Leavenworth, Washington; Mary is deceased; Hattie is 
deceased; Emma married William Stage and they live in Peshastin, Wash- 
ington. 

Alexander McCoy attended the home schools, and in the spring of 1871 
he came to Hardin county, Iowa, and located at Iowa Falls with his mother. 
He farmed in Hardin township two years and in Point Pleasant township 
two years. He saved his money and purchased eighty acres of land in sec- 
tion 35, Sherman township. This was when the country was wild and neigh- 
bors were few. It was five miles south to his nearest house and three miles to 
the nearest neighbor. He first built a log cabin and started to make a home, 
beginning as all pioneers of those days. In 1871 he was married in Delaware 
county, this state, to Millie J. Gilbert, of New York state, the daughter of 
Charles and Lazetta (Wright) Gilbert, of that state, who later came to Iowa 
and were pioneer farmers in Delaware county. To Mr. and Mrs. McCoy the 
following children were born . A. G. is a furniture dealer in Leavenworth, 
Washington; Eugene is farming at Meridian, Idaho; Charles is farming in 
Sherman township, this county; Donald is at home. The wife and mother 
passed away in April, 1886, and on August 3, 1889, Mr. McCoy was mar- 
ried a second time, his last wife being Maud E. Reynolds, of Hardin county, 
daughter of David and Mary Reynolds, of the state of New York. Mrs. Rey- 
nolds' death occurred in 1908, and Mr. Reynolds now makes his home with 
the subject and wife. Mr. Reynolds was born in New York state in 1824; 
Mrs. Reynolds was born in Ohio October 3, 1837. One child, Bruce, has 
been born to Mr. McCoy and his second wife. 

Since 1875 tne subject has lived on his present place and has made all 
the improvements on the same, which are extensive and important. He has 
an attractive home and substantial outbuildings. He has prospered by rea- 
son of close application to his affairs and good management and today is the 
owner of nine hundred acres of valuable land in S^rman and Concord town- 
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ships. In connection with general farming-, he raises mixed cattle of an ex- 
cellent grade, draft horses, cattle, hogs and sheep. 

Politically, Mr. McCoy is a Republican and he has held a number of 
township offices, always with credit and satisfaction. His wife belongs to the 
Methodist Episcopal church at Hubbard. 



GEORGE R. VIGARS. 

The English people may justly lay claim to the exertion of influence over 
a greater amount of territory and over a larger number of people than has 
any other nation at any time in history. The British empire today is the lar- 
gest in population and extent which the world has ever known. Mr. Vigars 
is a descendant directly of this people who have gone out from their small 
island and have made themselves so great a force in the world's history. anJ 
he in his character and life exemplifies the typical qualities of the average 
Englishman of the class which is the backbone of the nation's greatness. 

Joseph Vigars, the father of George R. Vigars, was born in Devonshire. 
England, in i8ji. He served in the English navy for four years, cruising off 
the coast of Africa in the search for pirates. At this time the natives of the 
coast region of Africa were as much afraid of white men as arc wild animals 
and would run from the sailors like sheep. After his term had expired in the 
navy lie came to the United States and worked in the copper mines of Lake 
Superior for two years. He then returned to England, and on February 6. 
1848. was married to Mary Ann Down, of Devonshire. He came back to the 
copper mines and worked in them for three years, during which time two 
children. John and Joseph. Jr., were lx)rn. In 185 1 the family moved to 
Dubuque. Iowa, where the father worked in the lead mines. Here the other 
children were born, namely: William. James H., George R., Mary. Eliza. 
Charley, who died in infancy. Richard and Clara. About 1870 Joseph ami 
his family moved to Hardin county and settled in Eldora township, on a farm 
about two miles west of the one on which his son James is now living. About 
1878 he bought a quarter section of land, a portion of the present farm of his 
son George. This land was improv ed and cost then in the neighborhood of 
twenty dollars per acre. It is now worth more than one hundred dollars per 
acre more than the purchase price. He followed general farming and stock- 
raising and was very successful. Mrs. Vigars died in 1884 on the farm: 
Joseph died in Eldora in May. 1905. Both were consistent members of the 
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Methodist church. Joseph Vigars was naturalized as quickly as possible on 
coming to this country, and was a member of the Republican party in polit- 
ical preference. 

George R. Vigars was born on March n, 1856, just across the river 
from Dubuque, in Illinois. He was thirteen when his father and mother came 
to Hardin county, and has lived ever since in the immediate vicinity of the 
farm on which they first settled. In 1883 he bought ninety-five acres just 
north of and adjoining his present farm, which then was the property of his 
father. George R. Vigars was married on March 11, 1884, to Kate Ankrum, 
of Hardin county, the daughter of David and Jane (Patton) Ankrum. She 
was one of five children, her brothers and sisters being Alvy, Allie, Anna and 
Ed, while Ernest was a brother by adoption. To this marriage the following 
children were born: Harry, who was born on February 5. 1886, married 
Bessie Rhodes, of Eldora, and lives on a farm adjoining his father's on the 
north; Viola May, who was born on January 1, 1888, married Robert Wilson, 
of Hardin county, and lives in Providence ; Grace Jennie, who was born on 
April 18, 1890, lives with her parents ; Orvial, born May 4, 1894, and Ernest, 
born April 23, 1901, are in school. 

Mr. Vigars has followed general farming and is one of his community's 
hard working and progressive farmers. In politics he is a Republican, and 
he and his wife are Methodists. Mr. Vigars is well known in Eldora town- 
ship and has gained during his residence there many friends. 



THE ROBERTSON FAMILY. 

No family of a past or present generation in Hardin county is more de- 
serving of specific mention than the Robertsons, for they have played well 
their roles in the drama of civilization here, always standing ready to do their 
full share in promoting all enterprises having as their object the general good 
along material, moral and civic lines. 

The family is of hardy Scotch ancestry. George Robertson, Sr., the first 
to come to this country, was born in Scotland March 16. 1822, his parents, 
James and Isabella Robertson, remaining in their native country, both reaching 
a ripe old age, the father nearly attaining the century mark. His grand- 
mother lived to be over one hundred years of age. In 1843 George Robert- 
son, Sr., married Mary Moncor, and was subsequently engaged in contracting 
and building railroads, improving rivers, etc. He emigrated to the United 
(5o) 
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States in 1865 and after traveling over a considerable portion of the northwest, 
located in Jackson township. 

George Robertson, Jr., was born in Perthshire, Scotland, July 16. 1862. 
the son of George, Sr., and Mary (Moncor) Robertson, both also natives oi 
Perthshire. Including George, Jr., there were nine children in this family, 
seven born in Scotland, the two youngest having been born in America, name- 
ly : Agnes, Annie, James, Lizzie, Kate, George, Jennie, John and Maude. 

In May, 1866, the family emigrated from the land of heather and blue- 
bell and located in lackson township, Hardin county, Iowa, and bought a 
farm in section 6 from a Mr. Pyle who had entered the land from the govern- 
ment, and the family home was maintained in Jackson township many years. 
When they came here the country was a wild, unbroken prairie, the only road 
being the stage road and it was not very near. It ran trom Eldora to Iowa 
Falls. In the latter place there were still many stumps in the main street. 
They saw the town and country develop into a thriving community. The 
Robertsons got their first land for six dollars per acre, which is now worth one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per acre. They bought one hundred and 
sixty acres, to which they added more land from time to time as thev pros- 
pered, continuing to buy land until they owned nearly twelve hundred acres 
before they sold any. 

The elder Robertson's children married as follows: Agnes married Dun- 
can McKay; they live in St. Louis and have two daughters and one son. Kate, 
Agnes and Duncan. James married Ella Webb and lives at Simpson, Mitchell 
county. Kansas, where he owns about three thousand acres of land; they have 
four children. George. Viola, Charley and Beatrice. Lizzie married Levi Roe 
in Colorado, but they now live in Rogers county, Oklahoma, on a farm which 
they own. and they had three children, Scott, George and Agnes, the daughter 
dying at eight years of age. and George lives in Iowa Falls. Kate married 
Lane James Thomas, a live stock commission merchant ot St. Paul. Minne- 
sota. George is unmarried, and he and his sister Jennie and their nephew, 
George Roe. together with their father, George, Sr., now live in Iowa Falls. 
John married Effie Rankin and lives in Iowa Falls ; they have one daughter, 
Wilma, now nine years old ; he owns a farm of four hundred acres in Jack- 
son township. Maud married William Pearce, a farmer of Jackson town- 
ship, and they have two children, Clifford and Harry. 

About 1888 George Robertson, Sr., the head of the family, retired trom 
active life and turned the management of his farms over to his sons, who car- 
ried forward on an extensive scale the work he had inaugurated. His wife 
was called to her rest in September, 1897. In January, 1906, the father. 
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George and Jennie Robertson and George Roe moved to a pleasant and beau- 
tiful home in Iowa Falls, the house overlooking the Rock run at the east end 
of Washington avenue. In July of that year Jennie and Annie bought a 
farm of one hundred and seventy-three acres in Ellis township, which was 
known as the Thomas Knapp estate, and there the family moved and made it 
their home until February, 191 1, when the father, George, Jennie and George 
Roe moved back to the home at Iowa Falls, where they now reside. 

George Robertson, Sr., and his son, George, have both been prominent 
in political life and public matters, assisting in the good roads movement, the 
educational development, etc. Nearly all the family arc Presbyterians, and 
they helped build the church at Omasa. George Roe belongs to the Knights 
of Pythias at Iowa Falls. 

When the family first came here wolves, game and hsh were abundant. 
They started in on a small scale, worked hard, raised considerable stock from 
year to year and advanced from humble to affluent circumstances in due course 
of time. They have established reputations for industry, steady and com- 
mendable habits, and as reliable and generous neighbors. In the earlv days 
the Robertsons raised great numbers of cattle and grazed them on the abund- 
ant wild grass, also raised lots of hogs, dealing far more extensively in live 
stock than their neighbors. Indians were camped along the river for many 
years after this family came here. They bought sugar from the Indians and 
traded meat to them, the red men being fond of pork. Mrs. Robertson's life 
was doubtless shortened by the fact that her lungs became weakened by in- 
haling smoke while fighting a prairie fire. The elder Robertson can relate 
many interesting stories of life and conditions here in the pioneer days. He 
is a fine old gentleman whom it is a pleasure to meet 



WILLIAM F. BEKEMEIER. 

Having been born and reared in Tipton township, Hardin county, and 
since reaching manhood's estate identified with large agricultural interests of 
this community, it is not strange that William F. Bekemeier should be widely 
and favorably known within the confines of the territory in question. His 
career has been marked by success at almost every turn, his career having 
been somewhat chequered, but. in the main, successful. He now has a finely 
improved farm, a very pleasant home and is in comfortable circumstances, 
with every assurance of a prosperous career in the future. He is very in- 
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dustrious, manages his affairs judiciously and manifests commendable interest 
in all matters of importance to the community in which he resides. 

Mr. Bekemeier was born December 18, 1874, in the southeast corner of 
Tipton township, this county. He is the son of Ferdinand and Mary (Wicch- 
man) Bekemeier, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. At the 
time of the subject's birth the father had not built the large family residence, 
but was still occupying his pioneer hut, sixteen feet square, but it was a home 
where genuine hospitality reigned, and the stranger was welcome to the best 
they had to give. 

At the age of thirteen, after the death of his father, William F. Beke- 
meier went to live with J. L. Hornung, Sr., who was appointed his guardian, 
and he remained in this home until he was seventeen years old, then went to 
Hubbard where he clerked in a store about two years, also clerked in a store 
a year at Providence. When about twenty years old he entered the Capita! 
City Commercial College at Des Moines, after which he returned to Hubbard, 
where he embarked in the drug business, in which he remained about three 
years, then sold out to M. C. Nix. In the spring of 1899 he moved to his 
present home, a mile north of Hubbard, where he bought two hundred acres, 
all good land. Later he purchased eighty acres adjoining on the west. He 
also has about twenty-two acres within the corporate limits of Hubbard. He 
has a good set of buildings on each of the three tracts, his land aggregating 
about three hundred and two acres. Some of this land was originally under 
water, but he has tiled it and placed it all under modern improvements and it 
is now as valuable and desirable land as this section of the county affords. It 
would sell for over one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. In connection 
with general farming he has been most successful as a stock raiser, being the 
first one in Tipton township to buy and maintain a herd of registered Here- 
ford cattle. He always took a great deal of pride in good stock, keep- 
ing fancy cattle, fine hogs and good horses, which, owing to their superior 
qualities, never failed to bring high prices. At this writing he has about eighty 
head of cattle, sixteen horses and about one hundred hogs. He knows 
through years of experience that good stock pays well. He has customers 
from remote parts of the country for his live stock, although he does no ad- 
vertising. 

Mr. Bekemeier is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
having been affiliated with the same since he was twenty-one years old. He 
has passed all the chairs, and while he was noble grand the lodge worked loyal- 
ly and made a marked advance in membership and attendance. He and his 
family belong to the Zion Evangelical church, and are faithful in their sup- 
port of the same. 
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Mr. Bekemeier was married on November 23, 1898, to Minnie Boeke. 
daughter of August Boeke, Sr., a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere 
in this volume. This union has resulted in the birth of five children, Irene, 
Ora, Nora, Alice and John. The subject is an alert, progressive, friendly and 
obliging gentleman who makes friends easily. 



ALBERT HIRSCH. 

All credit should be given a man like Albert Hirsch, one of the pro- 
gressive farmers of Sherman township, Hardin county, a man who, al- 
though interested primarily in his own affairs, manifests an abiding regard 
for the advancement and welfare of the community and for any measure or 
enterprise by which his fellow men may be benefited. All this is only the 
more commendable because he is not a native of "the land of the free 
and the home of the brave," but was reared to honor another flag and support- 
ed other forms of administration ; but since coming among us he has quickly 
assimilated our civilization and adopted our customs. 

Mr. Hirsch was born in Gardelegen, Saxony, Germany, on January 8, 
1852. He is the son of Frederick and Dorothy (Mundt) Hirsch, the father 
a native of Schleswig-Holstein and the latter of the same place, where the 
subject was born. The elder Hirsch was a weaver of linen by trade. He 
emigrated to America in 1875 and he and his wife spent their last days here, 
dying at the home of the son, Albert, of this review. They belonged to the 
Lutheran church in their native land, but after coming to America affiliated 
with the German Methodists. There were five children in their family, name- 
ly: Minnie, deceased; Fred is a retired farmer at Alden, Iowa; John, who 
was a farmer at Thompson. Iowa, died in April, 191 1 ; Albert, of this review; 
Gertie is the wife of Fred Kilmer. 

Albert Hirsch received a common school education in Germany and 
there learned the weaver's trade, at w hich he worked for six years and be- 
came very skillful. He emigrated to America in 1871 and located first in 
Belvidere. Illinois, coming to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1879. being among the 
first to get land in Sherman township in the vicinity where he has since re- 
sided. He first obtained one hundred and sixty acres in section 15, and, pros- 
pering here after bringing his raw land up to a high state of improvement and 
cultivation, he added to his holdings until he now has one of the choice farms 
of two hundred and forty acres, and he also owns a half section of valuable 
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land near Bowman, Bowman county, Norm Dakota. He has managed well 
and been very successful, having started in here with practically nothing. He 
first built a small frame house and barn and set out trees. He now has a very 
attractive dwelling and substantial outbuildings, and he keeps some fine 
mixed stock, his horses, cattle and hogs being of a high grade. 

Mr. Hirsch was married in July, 1881, to Amelia Nueman, a native of 
Pommern, Germany, and this union has resulted in the birth of four children, 
namely : Fred has a homestead in Bowman county, North Dakota, and he 
also runs a pumping station in Miles City. Montana, for the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company; George has a homestead in Bowman 
county, North Dakota, also ; John and Eddie are at home. 

Mr. Hirsch is a Republican, but he has never aspired to public office. 
He belongs to the Methodist church. He is a fine example of the self-made 
man and deserves a great deal of credit. 



FRED SIEKMANN. 

One of the progressive and highly respected German citizens of Har- 
din county who is deserving of special mention in this work is Fred Siek- 
mann, one of the leading farmers and stock men of Tipton township, a man 
who has succeeded through his individual efforts, who has not hesitated to go 
forward when he knew that he was pursuing a right course, no matter what 
obstacles presented themselves. His earnest labors and honest dealings with 
his fellow men have resulted in a large measure of success in a material way 
and at the same time he has won the confidence and admiration of his neigh- 
bors and friends. 

Mr. Siekmann was born in Westphalia, Germany, March 8. 1863. and 
he is the son of Ernest and Lotta (Sontag) Siekmann. He spent his early 
life in the fatherland and attended school there. When about seventeen or 
eighteen years of age he emigrated to the United States, making the long 
trip alone. This fact shows that he has innate qualities, grit, fortitude.— in 
short, the proper courage to win, for it can be readily seen wherein a good 
deal of "nerve" would he required for a mere boy to leave his native country 
and go into a strange land, with strange customs and language. He came al- 
most direct to Hubbard. Hardin county. Iowa, and found employment on the 
farms round about that town. For six years he worked out, then rented land 
and farmed for himself five years. Saving his money, he added it to about 
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six hundred dollars he received from the old country, and purchased one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land in the southwestern part of Tipton township 
Here he set to work with a will and prosperity attended his efforts. A year 
or two later he bought about fortv-five acres more, and in 1892 bought one 
hundred and sixty acres north of his original place. Fifty-five acres more 
were purchased about 1907. and thus he is now the owner of four hundred 
and twenty acres, which have been built up almost entirely from his start as a 
farm hand. He has placed his land under excellent improvements and a high 
state of cultivation. He has a good home and convenient outbuildings, and 
keeps a good variety of live stock. He also owns five valuable lots in Hub- 
bard where he intends to make his home, retiring from active life in the near 
future. 

In February, 1887, Mr. Siekmann was united in marriage with Lizzie 
Faust, daughter of Jacob Faust and wife. Of the children born to this union, 
all died in infancy except Ernest, who is farming with his father on the home 
place. He married Lillie Lehmeier, daughter of Fred Lehmeier and wife. 
A sketch of Jacob Faust and family appears elsewhere in this volume. Mr. 
Siekmann and family are taithful members of the Evangelical church at 
Hubbard. 



FRED W. KUHLMAN. 

This is an age in which the farmer stands pre-eminently above any other 
class as a producer of wealth. He simply takes advantage of the winds, the 
warm air, the bright sunshine and the refreshing rains and. applying his own 
hands and skill to nature's gifts, he creates grain, hay, live stock, etc., all of 
which are absolute necessaries to the inhabitants of the world. Nature does 
much for the husbandman, so much, indeed, that it is often a question whether 
he fully appreciates what is thus done for him. Of course he must make 
proper use of his brain and his muscle, must not quail at obstacles and sit 
flown and repine if things go wrong; on the contrary, he must ever be up and 
doing, with a heart tor any fate. Such a man is Fred W. Kuhlman. of Tip- 
ton township, one of the leading farmers in this locality and a man who has 
refused to permit obstacles to down him. 

Mr. Kuhlman was born on May 20, 1877, in Tipton township. Hardin 
county. Iowa, and he is the son of William Kuhlman and wife, an excellent 
old family of this county, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. 
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Fred W. Kuhlman grew to maturity on the home farm which he world 
during the summer months, attending the district schools in the winter time, 
remaining under his parental roof-tree until he reached maturity. On Febru- 
ary 20, 1900, he was united in marriage with Minnie Kuhfus, daughter of 
Henry and Alvina Kuhfus; a ske.ch of this highly respected family appears 
in this work. 

Mr. Kuhlman continued farming on the home place after his marriage, 
and soon had a good start. About 1903 he became the owner of the place 
where he now lives. It consists of two hundred and forty acres and on it 
stands an attractive and neatly kept home and an excellent group of outbuild- 
ings, everything denoting good management. He also owns eighty acres north 
of Hubbard and other land farther north in Tipton township, making a total 
of four hundred and forty acres, all valuable, highly productive, well im- 
proved and well kept. 

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kuhlman, namely: John, 
born September 9, 1901, and Leona, born March r8, 1906. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kuhlman both belong to the German Evangelical church 
at Hubbard. They stand high in all circles in the township and have a wide 
circle of friends wherever they are known. 



MYROX BEECHER. 

Although the gentleman whose name heads this sketch has been for sev- 
eral years a member of that silent realm from whose bourne no traveler re- 
turns, his memory is held in high regard by the friends and relatives who 
knew him well when on earth, and his sons and daughters have filled such 
positions of usefulness that their lives are his best monument, while some of 
them have gone to join their father in the land beyond. 

Myron Beecher was born in Bradford county. Pennsylvania, on May 13- 
1813. the son of Samuel and Esther Beecher. who were the parents of fi ve 
children. Bradford. Almon. Myron, Polly Ann and Harris, all deceased. 
Samuel Beecher and his wife were originally from Connecticut, and died in 
Bradford county. Pennsylvania, where they had spent the greater portion of 
their lives in farming. Myron Beecher grew up in Pennsylvania and attended 
the common schools there. He married Louisa Wakely Jones, of Susque- 
hanna county. Pennsylvania, whose parents had come from Connecticut and 
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died in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Beecher died on February 28. 1864, and in 
1866 Mr. Beecher came west with his children, and lived in Hardin county, 
Iowa, until his death, on January 21. 1891. Mr. Beecher was a stanch Repub- 
lican. A member of the Presbyterian church, he was a true and earnest 
Christian, of strong character, and was a man much esteemed and respected 
by those who knew him. 

Myron and Louisa Beecher were the parents of seven children. Orman 
was a farmer in Hardin county, and married Eliza A. Conklin, who bore to 
him nine children. He is deceased and his widow lives in Eldora. Adelaide 
0. married Garrett Van Voorhis„ of Union township, and both she and her 
husband are deceased. 

Antoinette Beecher married Edward B. Chaffee, a native of Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, who came to Union township, Hardin county, with the 
Beechers in 1867, and bought a farm on which he lived until his death, Aug- 
ust 27, 1909. Mr. Chaffee, on August 6, 1862, enlisted at Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, in Company D, One Hundred and Forty-first Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment, and was assigned to the First Brigade, First Division. He was a brave 
and efficient soldier, and took part in the following engagements : Fredericks- 
burg. Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Vanborn, Wilderness, Spottsylvania. North 
Ann River, Petersburg, Johnson's Road, Deep Bottom, Peter Springs Church, 
Boydton Road, Hatchers Run, Cold Harbor, Sailors Creek, Appomattox, and 
many skirmishes. For three weeks he was confined in the hospital at David's 
Island, later was transferred to Beverley, New Jersey, and received his dis- 
charge on May 29. 1865. Many times in the service his duties led him where 
he met with close calls for his life. After the war he was prominent in the 
Grand Army post at Union, in which he took much interest. On August 27, 
1909. at the age of seventy-two, Mr. Chaffee died. He was known to many 
people in the community, and was esteemed and loved by all who knew him. 

Emory Beecher, the fourth child of Myron Beecher, married William 
Gleneying, of Union township, and is now deceased. Gifford is farming at 
Lawn Hill, Iowa. Ernest was but ten years old when the family came to Har- 
din county. He married Minnie Haymond. who died in 1908. leaving one 
daughter, Marcia G. Ernest and his sister, Mrs. Chaffee, have always lived 
together. Ernest Beecher is a capable and prosperous farmer, well known in 
the county as one of her substantial citizens. One daughter of Myron Beecher. 
Erne, died on December 19, 1879. All the members of the Beecher family 
are well thought of in their communities, and have fulfilled their duties in 
their various stations in life. 
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BEN TA MIX JOHNSON. 

A man of sterling qualities and commendable habits was Benjamin John- 
son, now sleeping- the sleep of the just, but whose influence for good still 
lives in the large circle of friends and acquaintances whom he came into con- 
tact with, for he believed in assisting others while laboring for his own ad- 
vancement and in furthering any worthy public enterprise. 

Mr. Johnson was one of the pioneers of northern Hardin county and he 
was born in New Jersey, the oldest son of Hugh Johnson, who came to this 
country at the same time as Benjamin Johnson in 1856. Hugh Johnson was 
born in New Jersey and was the son of Hugh and Mary (Potter) Johnson 
He grew up in New Jersey and there married Ann Potter, who was. however, 
no relation to his mother, although both of the same name. Hugh Johnson 
and wife located in Wavnc county, Indiana, while that country was new and 
being settled. There his wife died, leaving three children, namely: Benja- 
min, of this review; James and Mary. Hugh Johnson then married Caroline 
Hough, which union resulted in the birth of six children, George, John, Mil- 
lard, Winfield, Lucinda and Flora. 

Hugh Johnson came to Hardin county, Iowa, in an early day and located 
about three miles east of Iowa Falls, where he bought a farm and made his 
home the rest of his life. His wife died here and he was again married on 
August 30, i860, to Ann H. Macy, who was born on July II, 1831, near 
Carthage, Rush county, Indiana, and was reared there, being the daughter of 
Henry H. and Peninah (Jessup) Macy, the father a native of North Carolina, 
while the mother was born and reared in Indiana. Three sons were born to 
Mr. Johnson and wife, Arcasto. Morton and Salmon. 

Mr. Johnson lived on his farm until his death, which occurred about 
1902, and Mrs. Johnson remained on the home place here until ioio and is 
now living in Iowa Falls, having attained the advanced age of eighty years. 

Benjamin Johnson grew to maturity in Wayne county, Indiana, and was 
there married to Hannah E. Thomas, daughter of Andrew and Cynthia 
(Green) Thomas. She was born and reared in Wayne county, Indiana, grew 
up on a farm and lived there until her marriage to Mr. Johnson. 

In 1856 Hugh Johnson and family came west and located about three 
miles east of Iowa Falls, where Hugh Johnson bought a farm. Benjamin 
Johnson and wife having come with their.. The country was new. sparsely 
settled and undeveloped and they had to do their trading at remote points. 
They brought their household effects from Dubuque, hauling the same by 
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wagon. The women made the trip from the east by railroad to Dubuque, and 
went from there by stage coach to Iowa Falls. 

Benjamin Johnson and family lived on his father's farm a few months, 
then lived on the Knapp farm two years, the next four years being spent on 
the Wisner farm near Eldora. They then bought a place near Eagle City, 
before, however, there was any "city" there. They remained on that place 
about sixteen years and there Mr. Johnson spent his last days, his death oc- 
curring on September 14, 1879. He was a member of the Disciples church. 

To Benjamin Johnson and wife eleven children were born, of whom eight 
are living, namely : Hugh L. and Mrs. Cynthia A. Shaner, of Eagle City ; 
Mrs. Emma J. Young, of Robstown, Texas; A. A. lives at Kanawha, Han- 
cock county, Iowa ; Charles E. ; James Lynas lives at Morgan, Wyoming ; 
Mrs. Olevia E. Smith, of Minneapolis, Minnesota; Mrs. Mary E. Smith, of 
Osseo, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Johnson is now the wife of Charles H. Warn, a sketch 0/ whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. 



CHARLES HENRY WARN. 

One of the worthy pioneers of Hardin county, a man who has done his 
full share in the development of the same and who has by his consistent and 
exemplary life won the good will and esteem of all with whom he has come 
into contact, is Charles Henry Warn, of Iowa Falls. 

Like many of our most progressive and public-spirited citizens, Mr. 
Warn hails from the old Empire state, having been born in Livingston county. 
New York, near the Genesee river, on January 7, 1838. He is the son of 
John and Sarah (Wayman) Warn, the paternal ancestry being from England. 
John Warn, the subject's great-grandfather, was a captain in the American 
Revolutionary war. probably with New York troops. When the subject was 
about four years of age his family moved to Wayne county, Michigan, locat- 
ing near Detroit, and lived there until the son Charles H. was about fourteen 
years of age. Then the lad went to Chicago, making- the trip alone, and struck 
out in life for himself, beginning by driving a team in the great metropolis 
on the lakes. After remaining there about two years he returned home for a 
six months' stay, then went back to Chicago and found employment with the 
Rock Island Railroad Company, in the bridge department. A year later he 
began working at the carpenter's trade at Henry, Illinois. His work took him 
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to different cities, including Pekin and Peoria, for two years. He then gave 
up carpentering and took up farming north of Princeton, Illinois, where he 
worked several years. In 1861 he married Sarah Jane Cole, of Peoria. She 
was born in Bureau county, Illinois, the daughter of Jesse Cole and wife. 
Ten children were born to this union, four of whom are living, four having 
died in infancy; Lizzie married Harry Havens and she died about 1903; Ida 
died about 1902, when seventeen years of age; those living at this writing 
are: John Warn, of Ansley, Nebraska; Ada married John Ragland and they 
live in Nebraska; Eva is the wife of Phil McVey and they live at Eagle City, 
this county; Almeda is the wife of William Peters and they live in Iowa Falls. 

After his marriage Mr. Warn went to farming in Bureau county, Illi- 
nois, and lived there until the fall of 1864, then moved to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and spent the winter here, buying a farm of eighty acres in Grundy county in fi 
the spring of 1865, his place being located not far from Ackley. He lived there 
nine years, buying eighty acres more in the meantime. Selling out in Grundy 
county in 1873, he bought a farm near Eagle City, Jackson township, Hardin 
county, and at one time he owned about three hundred acres of valuable land 
there, and there he continued to reside until about 1893. He sold all his land 
there but one hundred and seven acres and in 1892 bought a home in Iowa 
Falls, where he has spent part of his time ever since, and part of the time has 
been spent on his farm. He has been very successful as a farmer and stock 
man and has a competency and a good home and a valuable farm. 

On September 14, 1880, occurred the death of Mr. Warn's first wife, and 
in 1881 he married Mrs. Hannah E. (Thomas) Johnson, widow of Benjamin 
Johnson, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. She 
was born near Williamsburg, Wayne county, Indiana, and is the daughter of 
Andrew and Cynthia (Green) Thomas. One child was born of Mr. Warn's 
second marriage, Minnie, whose death occurred within a short time of her 
third birthday, in 1886. 

While living in Grundy county, Mr. Warn was justice of the peace, also 
held other offices, always with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. He and his wife both belong to the Baptist church. He has long 
been active in church work and was an ordained deacon and licensed minister 
while living in Grundy county. He has been a Mason for a quarter of a 
century, having joined this time-honored order in 1886. Both he and his wife 
came to Iowa in the pioneer period, when there were no railroads, no banks 
traveling being done in stage-coaches and wagons, the latter often drawn by 
oxen, Mr. Warn having come here in a "prairie-schooner." He tells many 
interesting things regarding the days of the first settlers. 
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JOHN TRICKEY. 

Success was worthily attained by John Trickcy, now sleeping the sleep of 
the just, but whose influence still pervades the lives of those who came into 
contact with him, which made them better and broader, for he was indeed a 
noble character and one of the leading pioneers of this locality whose inter- 
ests he ever had at heart and which he sought to promulgate upon every oc- 
casion possible. He was accounted one of the prosperous farmers and sub- 
stantial citizens of the northern part of Hardin county, having started in life 
practically empty-handed, but he was a man of courage, self-reliance and forti- 
tude, and he had the happy faculty of making stepping-stones of his adversi- 
ties. He was essentially a self-made man and owed the large success he at- 
tained wholly to his own efforts. The beautiful farm he developed from the 
wild prairie bore the marks of thorough cultivation and careful management 
and the exercise of splendid judgment and taste. His career is well worth 
holding up as an example to the youth whose destinies are yet matters for the 
future to determine. 

Mr. Trickey was the scion of a sterling old English family, his birth 
having occurred in the parish of Rockbear, Devonshire, England, on Decem- 
ber 26, 1833, and he was called to his reward on June 3. 1906, at the age of 
seventy-two years, after an active, useful and successful life. He grew up and 
attended school in England, and emigrated to the United States in 1849 
with an uncle. He came west from New York by canal and lake to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and walked across the country to Beloit, that state, where he 
lived four years, working for six dollars per month the first year; but he was 
willing to undergo the hardships incident to life in the new country, and 
secured a better education than he already had, by working for his board and 
attending school in the winter. 

Being economical, he saved his money and got a start in time. In 1855 
he came to Hardin county and entered land northeast of Steamboat Rock 
from the government at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the same 
land now being worth one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. He set to work 
with a will and developed this raw land into one of the best and most valuable 
farms in this locality and established an attractive and comfortable home. He 
assisted in surveying the town-plat of Steamboat Rock and in many ways did 
his full share in starting the physical, civic and moral progress of this county. 
He was especially interested in the schools of his adopted county. Before 
there were any railroads in this county he carried the mail from Steamboat 
Rock to Eldora. In 1884 he sold out and bought land one and one-half miles 
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west of Owasa, where he lived until about 1900, acnieving his usual success 
as a general farmer and stock raiser, then he moved to Stockport, Van Burcn 
county, Iowa, living there until the fall of 1905. Failing in health, he went to 
live with his daughter, Mrs. J. C. Mulkins, at whose home his death occurred. 

Un November 6, 1862, Mr. Trickey was united in marriage with Martha 
Ellen Frazer, daughter of S. H. and Rebecca Frazer, an excellent Indiana fam- 
ily, and this union resulted in the birth of nine children, tour of whom died 
in infancy; those living are Mrs. J. C. Mulkins, Mrs. Guy Baskerville, Waltei 
Tnckey, Mrs. Robert Reed and Thomas B. Trickey. 

Mrs. Martha E. Trickey, -his widow, a woman of many estimable char 
acteristics who enjoys a wide circle of friends, is living with one of her chil 
dren south of Burdette. She was born on July 12. 1843. 



GEORGE D. MELLINGER. 

Among the citizens of Hardin county whose lives have been led along 
suca worthy lines of endeavor that they have endeared themselves to their 
fellow citizens, thereby being eligible for representation in a volume of this 
nature is George I). Mellinger, one of the most skillful of Ellis townships 
agriculturists. There is added interest to his life record in view of the fact 
that he is one of the county's worthy native sons and has been content to labor 
in his native community and by so doing along praiseworthy lines has bene- 
fited alike himself and the community in general 

Mr. Mellinger was born in Hardin township, Hardin countv. Iowa, on 
May 10. 1865. He is the son of William and Dorcas (Wood) Mellinger, the 
^ther a native of Greene county, Ohio, and the mother born near Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania. They both came west when young and were married in Hardin 
county, Iowa. ,n 1857. the father having grown up in Ohio and received a com- 
,Cat,0n :, COm,ng t0 Geor ^™»> Hardin county, in 1856. 

-here he lived until i860, then returned to Hardin countv and settled east of 
Iowa Falls, moving to another farm in ,874. His first wife died in the spring 
of ,891 and ,n ,893 he was united in marriage with Mrs. F. L. Brittian. a 

: .eT U »l (,eatM ° CCUrred in A P ri1 ' * the age of sixty- 

TJ 'T' , W " \ , highl > wherever he lived. He 

v>as a Republican and held a number of public offices. He was a member of 
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the Baptist church and his first wife was a Methodist. He devoted his life to 
farming. His family consisted of six children by his first wife, namely: Hat- 
tie married Lindley M. Hanson, and they live in Iowa Falls; Mary married 
II. Montgomery, and they also make their home in Iowa Falls: John F.. who 
is tanning in Texas, married Eliza1>eth Klzig; Georee D.. of this review; Ida 
was educated in the county schools in Hardin county and graduated from the 
Cedar Valley Seminary at Osage. At the age of eighteen she was in the em- 
ploy of the Sentinel at Iowa Falls, also worked on other newspapers; in 1890 
she was graduated from the Cedai Valley Seminary, after which she went to 
Chicago and did slum work, later went to Boston, and was finally sent at a 
missionary to Ourfa, Turkey, and was at different places in that country for 
nine years; she also went to England and Ireland, and she lectured a great 
dea\ but owing to heart trouble was compelled to give up her work. She 
was instrumental in raising one hundred thousand dollars for the Friends of 
Armenia Society for widows and orphans of that famous massacre. In 1898 
she was united in marriage with Dr. Avedis Nakashnan, an Armenian physi- 
cian. Her death occurred in 1899. leaving a daughter, four days old. She 
was a talented, broad-minded, good and useful woman. While she was in 
England she made her home with some lady authors who have since written a 
book of her life. Minnie J. Mellinger, the youngest of the children born to 
William M. Mellinger and wife, married James Humphrey, a farmer of Ellis 
township. She was educated in this county and taught school seven terms. 
She married on July 2, 1894, her husband being a native of the vicinity of 
Abbott. Iowa, and the son of Henry and Elmira (Shaner) Humphrey, the 
father a native of Indiana and the mother of Hardin county. Iowa. The 
father came here in an early day, and the mother died here in 1891 ; he lives 
near Eagle City, tins state. His family consisted of six children, John, Eliza- 
beth. James, Martin, Joseph and Irvin. 

George D. Mellinger, of this review, was educated in the home schools 
and he lived at home until he was twenty-one years of age. On January 12, 
1888. he was married to Louisa Gardner, of Mahaska county, Iowa, daughter 
of James and Mary (Pile) Gardner, the former a native of Rhode Island and 
the latter of Ohio. He came to Lee county, Iowa, when eighteen years of 
age, and there he was married on June 20, 1865, after which he went to 
Mahaska county and later returned to Lee county and in 1870 came to Hardin 
county, locating in Hardin township, where he purchased a farm and his death 
occurred in October, 1907. at San Diego. California, where they had moved 
in 1903; his wife is now living in San Diego, California. They were the 
parents of three daughters, namely: Louisa, wife of Mr. Mellinger, of this 
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review ; Caroline married J. M. Oviatt, of Iowa Falls ; Lillian G. married A. 
G. Hill, of Iowa Falls. Both these families now live at San Diego, California. 

Two sons have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mellinger, namely: Ralph G., 
born January 25, 1890, was educated in the high school and at college at Iowa 
Falls ; he is living at home engaged in farming ; James Raymond, born April 8, 
1892, is at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Mellinger lived in Hardin township for twelve 
years, then three years in Jackson township, and in 1904 they located in sec- 
tion 1, Ellis township, on his present farm, known as the old Howard Mar- 
riage place, which contains eighty acres, all in a good state of cultivation, and 
on it stand good buildings. Mr. Mellinger makes a specialty of raising Duroc- 
Jersey Red hogs and Durham cattle, all being greatly admired for their fine 
quality. 

Always a Republican, Mr. Mellinger has taken considerable interest in 
the affairs of his locality and has held a number of the offices in Jackson and 
Ellis townships. He belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America at Owasa. 
Iowa. He and his wife started in life in a small way, but worked hard and 
have been successful. 



PRESCOTT JONES. 

To point out the way, to make possible our present advancing civiliza- 
tion, its happy homes, its arts and sciences, its discoveries and inventions, its 
education, literature, culture, social life and joy, is to be the truly great bene- 
factors of mankind for all time. This was the great work accomplished by 
the early settlers and it is granted by all that they builded wiser than they 
knew. Although not by any means an old man. Prescott Jones, of Tipton 
township, is prominent among the worthy representatives of the pioneer ele- 
ment in the county of Hardin. He was born in Lee county, Illinois, March 
22, 1853, and he is the son of Emlous and Charlotte (Miles) Jones, the for- 
mer born in Geauga county, Ohio, and when a young man lived both in Cleve- 
land and Dayton. The mother was born near Syracuse, New York, and was 
the daughter of William Miles, her parents moving to St. Joseph county. 
Michigan, when she was three years old and there she grew to maturity and 
lived until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Embus Jones not long after their 
marriage moved to Lee county, Illinois, and there made their home until 
1856. then came to Hardin county. Iowa, and entered land from the govern- 
ment in section 26, Tipton township, for which they paid one dollar and 
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twenty-five cents per acre. Their only neighbor for miles was John Caton. 
Theirs was new timbered land, with a little prairie. They cleared the land of 
the timber, began life in typical pioneer fashion and in due course of time had 
a good farm and a comfortable home. They made the overland journey from 
Illinois in an old-fashioned wagon, drawn by a yoke of oxen, behind which 
three cows and a horse were led. these constituting practically the sum total 
of their worldly goods. Upon arrival they built a log house in the timber near 
where the present home stands. The necessities of life were few in those days 
and there was no style. The elder Jones hauled his wheat to market at Water- 
loo in a wagon drawn by two yoke of cattle, the trip requiring a week. Later 
their mail came to Quebec, northwest of Providence ; however, this was not a 
regular postoffice, but the mail was brought from a considerable distance by 
special arrangement. This country was still the abode of numerous Indians, 
who were none too friendly, — in fact, the white settlers feared them. Prairie 
and timber wolves were plentiful, some deer and other wild game, and prairie 
chickens and prairie dogs were in abundance. Here Emlous Jones spent the 
balance of his life, dying in 1881 ; his widow, now advanced in years, makes 
her home with her son, Prescott, of this review. It is indeed interesting to 
hear her relate reminiscences of the early days. She is a faithful member of 
the Methodist church, as was also Mr. Jones. 

Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Emlous Jones, four of whom 
are living, four having died in infancy; Emma died when about eight years of 
age and Evan died when about five years old; those living are Albert, who 
lives near Buckeye> is married and has a family; he is engaged in farming; 
Prescott, of this review, who lives on the home place in Tipton township; 
Mina also lives on the home place; Martha is the wife of George W. Smith, 
whose sketch appears in this work; Alice is the wife of A. J. King and lives 
at Lake Park. 

Prescott Jones has lived practically all his life in Hardin county. He spent 
a short time in North Dakota and Kansas. He grew to maturity on the home 
place, assisted in its development and knew the meaning of hard work as the 
son of a pioneer. He had little chance to receive an education, but improved 
what he had. He has farmed in Tipton township most all the time up to the 
present and a fair measure of success has attended his efforts. For the past 
twelve years he has lived on the old home place caring for his mother. 

In 1883 Mr. Jones was united in marriage with Martha Hockett, who 
was born about fifty miles north of Indianapolis, Indiana. She came to Har- 
din county, Iowa, with her brother about 1880 and lived west of Providence 

(50 
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until her marriage. Her death occurred in 1893, after ten years of mutually \ ^ 
happy and helpful married life. 

Mr. Jones is in every way a worthy son of a worthy sire and is well 



known throughout this part of the county. 1 



NATHAN TOWN SEND. 

All honor is due the old pioneers, they who braved the dangers and un- 
derwent, uncomplainingly and with a brave show of fortitude, the hardships 
of such a career in a new country, infested with wild animals and scarcely 
less wilder men; for when these hardy sons of the soil first came to Hardin 
county it was the abode of the various tribes of Indians who had long roamed 
over its wild prairies. When we stop to consider what these brave men did 
for us in thus pushing the frontier westward and laying the foundation for 
the rich and opulent structure of modern progress, we must conclude that we 
owe them a debt of gratitude which we can never hope to pay. A member 
of this honored class, worthy to be remembered by succeeding generations in 
this locality, was Nathan Townsend, who, as one of the early settlers of Hardin 
county and one of the first three men to locate in Hardin township, did his full 
share in preparing the way for subsequent progress and the establishment of 
hundreds of happy homes and fertile farms. He was born in Beaver county. 
Pennsylvania, of Quaker parentage, in 1807, and he was reared in his native 
state, and was married there, upon reaching maturity, to Sarah Mercer, who 
was born in Columbiana county, Ohio, in 1809. They lived in Pennsylvania 
a number of years after their marriage, then moved to Ohio, thence to Jeffer- 
son county, Iowa, in 1843. In the fall of 1851, Mr. Townsend, in company 
with Benjamin I. Talbott and John Caldwell, moved to Hardin county and lo- 
cated on farms in Hardin township, being the first settlers there. Mr. Town- 
send selected two hundred acres in section 17, one hundred and sixty acres of 
prairie and forty acres of timbered land. He then returned to Jefferson county, 
where he remained until the following spring when he brought his family and 
established his home here, and here he became well known and was influential 
in the life of the community, being regarded as one of the township s leading 
farmers, and here he spent the balance of his life, he and his wife both being 
deceased. Being among the earliest settlers, they underwent the usual priva- 
tions incident to pioneer life. They were members of the Society of Friend* 
most all their lives. They were the parents of ten children, namely: Lydia 
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A., who married Daniel Dillon, mentioned elsewhere in this work; Thomas A. ; 
David W.; Cyrus M. was a member of the Thirty-seventh Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry in the Civil war, and took part in the battle of Pleasant Hill, where 
he was taken prisoner and held as such at Tyler, Texas, for fourteen months ; 
Nathan was also a soldier in the Federal army, serving three months; Sarah 
married Ellsworth M. Fisk ; Oliver ; Anetta ; Allena married Recellus S. Horr. 



RICHARD A. CARLETON. 

A leading citizen and business man of Iowa Falls, Hardin county, of a 
past generation was Richard A. Carleton, a man well remembered throughout 
this locality for his many engaging personal traits, a man who believed that, 
while advancing his own interests, it was his duty to be kind and considerate 
toward his neighbors and associates and also to further any laudable under- 
taking for the public welfare, therefore he enjoyed the good will and esteem 
of all classes. 

Mr. Carleton was born in Cumberland, Maryland, April 17, 1842, and his 
death occurred at Iowa Falls, Iowa, March 13, 1908. He was the son of John 
M. and Eliza M. (Magill) Carleton, the father born in 1800 and the mother 
in 1803, ^th in Cumberland, Maryland. He was left an orphan, by the death 
of his mother, when nine years of age and he early learned the lessons of self- 
dependence and fortitude which have been of great advantage to him in later 
years. When he was eleven years old he came to Iowa City with his father 
and lived several years, then moved to Legrand, Marshall county, Iowa, where 
he joined his older brother, John H. Carleton. In the spring of 1861, when nine- 
teen years of age, he proved his patriotism by enlisting in the Second Iowa 
Volunteer Cavalry under Col. Peters Hepburn, of Marshalltown, and he con- 
tinued with this regiment until the close of the war, rendering very faithful 
and gallant service. Because of special aptitude for the work, he was detailed 
to hospital duties during a great part of his service. He looked forward to 
pharmacy as his chosen work and spent some time in the chemical department 
of the State University in preparation therefor; but after some acquaintance 
with the lumber business he came to Iowa Falls about 1870 and joined his 
brother, J. H. Carleton, with whom he remained for a number of years, assist- 
ing in building up an excellent business, for he knew well how to devise and 
use means and agencies to widen and develop the trade. Later on he became 
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identified with other industries, the stone quarries and building enterprises, al- 
ways ready for work whenever it offered. 

Mr. Carleton was married near Iowa City to Ellen M. Moreland, the 
representative of an excellent old family and a lady of many estimable traits, 
who survives him and who still occupies the home in which he spent the last 
years of his life. Five children were born of their marriage, three of whom 
died in infancy. Those living are, Mrs. Edith Burlingame, wife of Clarence 
H. Burlingame, of Iowa Falls, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work, and Mrs. Caroline Van Meter, of Des Moines. 

In the early nineties Mr. Carleton was postmaster of Iowa Falls, making 
one of the best the city has ever had, according to a consensus of opinion. In 
1894 he went to Illinois and engaged in the lumber business for a time, but 
later returned to Iowa Falls. The break in his health that portended the end 
did not disturb his equilibrium, for he endeavored at all times to lead a true 
life and bring no stain upon the honored family name. He was devoted to his 
wife and family and fully appreciated the effective and faithful service shown 
to him. 



THE DILLON FAMILY. 

No family in Hardin county has been better known or performed their 
duties as public-spirited, enterprising citizens than the Dillons. For a period 
of sixty years they have labored here, doing their full share at all times in the 
work of general development. They came here among the early pioneers, 
when the vast prairies were wild and sparsely settled, roamed over by Indians 
and untamed beasts, but they had the foresight to prompt them to make this 
favored region their permanent place of abode, knowing that advancing years 
would bring untold riches as the result of man's energy and enterprise. They 
have been known from the first not only as people of energy who halted at no 
obstacles, but also as law-abiding, obliging and honest in all the relations of 
life. One of the worthy members of this honored family, one of the most pro- 
gressive and best known of the present generation, is Clinton Dillon, of Iowa 
Falls, whose birth occurred on November 13. 1854, along Honey Creek, near 
the present site of New Providence, this county. He is the son of Daniel and 
Lydia Ann (Townsend) Dillon, the father having come from Jefferson coun- 
ty, Ohio, probably prior to 1850 and located in Jefferson county, Iowa. Here 
he married Miss Townsend, daughter of Nathan and Sarah (Mercer) Town- 
send. She had come from Columbiana county, Ohio, to Jefferson county, Iowa. 
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with her parents, as early as 1850, the family locating two and one-half 
miles east of Iowa Falls, securing one hundred and sixty acres of prairie and 
forty acres of timber. 

About the first of September, 185 1, four men made tlieir first settlement 
in Providence township, one of whom was Samuel Dillon. In the spring of 
1852 Joseph Dillon, father of Samuel, came here with James Fitzgerald, and 
these men made the first settlement in Providence township. Daniel Dillon 
was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, and was the son of Joseph and Delilah 
(Music) Dillon. He came with his parents to Jefferson county, Iowa, and 
later to Honey creek, this county. 

In 1852 Nathan Townsend and wife moved to Hardin township, this 
county, locating two and one-half miles southeast of the present site of Iowa 
Falls, before this city was thought of. There Mr. Townsend entered one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of prairie land and forty of timber, as above related, all 
of which he cleared up and improved, establishing a good home here in which 
he and his wife spent the balance of their lives. They were the parents of the 
following children: Lydia Ann, mother of Clinton Dillon, of this review; 
Thomas; Wilson; Allena is the wife of R. S. Horr; Cyrus; Nathan; Sarah is 
the wife of Ellsworth M. Fiske; Oliver. 

There were thirteen children in Joseph Dillon's family, of whom Daniel, 
father of Clinton Dillon, was the third in order of birth. When the latter 
was only a small child, his father embarked in the general merchandise busi- 
ness at New Providence ; this, it is believed, was the first store there. The first 
Indian which he recalls having seen, visited his father's store. But when he 
grew older he had occasion to frequently see the settlers banding together for 
the purpose of repelling attacks by the red men, after the Spirit Lake massa- 
cre and other outbreaks. The family later moved to a place one mile east of 
where Iowa Falls now stands, and he lived in a log house, while Daniel Dillon 
went to look for gold. He was one of the hardy band who crossed the plains 
of the great West, seeking the yellow metal in Colorado and California. 

In the latter part of 1863 Daniel Dillon enlisted for service in the Union 
army, becoming a member of a company of Iowa volunteer infantry. He 
served until the close of the war. 

Before leaving for the war, the father bought a small farm in Providence 
township, where the family could be near his parents; this proved to be a wise 
thing, since he was away until the close of the war. Upon his return he bought 
a farm three miles east of Iowa Falls and moved his family there and this re- 
mained the family home as long as he lived. He was a Republican and active 
in party affairs. He and his wife were both Quakers by birthright. His death 
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occurred in 1895, nis wi * e surviving until the spring of 1901. They were the 
parents of eleven children, namely: Oswell lives at Estherville; Clinton, of 
this review ; Adclbert, of Delta county, Colorado; Anneta married Isaac Black- 
man and died about 1904; Herbert was an engineer on the Iowa Central rail- 
road and was killed while on the road about 1898; he left one son, Veryn, of 
whom the subject was guardian until he became of age; he is now living at 
Hemet, Riverside county. California; Warren is a conductor on the Rock Is- 
land system and lives at Estherville, Iowa; Rosell is an engineer on the Illinois 
Central road and lives at Fort Dodge; Albert is on a farm in South Dakota; 
Thomas was an engineer on the Iowa Central road and died from accidental 
injuries about 1890; Lenna married A. H. Page and lives at Fort Dodge; 
George is conductor on the Illinois Central railroad and also lives at Fort 
Dodge. 

Clinton Dillon grew to maturity on the home farm and when only sixteen 
years of age began working out at farm work. Before he was nineteen years 
old he began railroading, working first two or three years on the section. He 
resigned his position to go to California, where he secured a position braking 
out of Sacramento. Falling ill with inflammatory rheumatism, he was laid up 
in the hospital for some time ,and upon his release returned to Iowa and re- 
sumed work on the Illinois Central road as a brakeman and in a short time was 
promoted to conductor. He remained with the company about eight years, or 
until 1882. then went with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern rail- 
road, with which he remained until 1896, and becoming, as he did with the 
former road, one of their most efficient and trustworthy employes and became 
one of the best known men in railroad circles in central Iowa. In 1896 he and 
Michael Hogan bought the Iowa Falls Bus & Transfer Line from William 
Burgess, Mr. Dillon remaining in that business for eleven years, then sold out 
to J. D. Cowan. He built up a large business and made this line popular with 
the traveling public. In January, 1909. he was prevailed upon to accept the 
exclusive management of the bus business and since then has carried the busi- 
ness forward with much success in a financial way and to the eminent satisfac- 
tion of the owners. 

In 1875 Mr. Dillon was united in marriage with Elizabeth Turner, daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Sarah Turner, and to this union two children were born, 
both of whom died in infancy. Mrs. Dillon's death occurred in the fall of 
1877, and in 1880 he was married a second time, his last wife being Elizabeth 
Dermady. a native of Virginia; she was a cousin to Mr. Dillon's first wife and 
came to Iowa Falls with the Turner family about 1871. This union also re- 
sulted in the birth of two children, Martha Agnes, who is the wife of Ro. v 
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Evans, lives at Iowa Falls and has one son, Dillon Evans, and Seward Dillon, 
who is now living in Estherville, Iowa, a conductor on the Rock Island rail- 
road ; he married Florence Egbert. 

Fraternally, Mr. Dillon is a Mason, belonging to the blue lodge, chapter, 
commandery and the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
also the Order of the Eastern Star, and he has long been prominent in lodge 
circles. 



CLARENCE HENRY BURLINGAME. 

Mr. Burlingame was born at Eldora, Iowa, November 15, 1870, the son 
of Elon and Sarah Jane Burlingame. The father was one of the early settlers 
of Hardin county, coming here in 1855 from Oriskany Falls, New York, 
where he was born and grew to manhood. The mother of the subject was the 
daughter of Thomas G. Williams, who came to Hazel Green (now Robertson), 
Iowa, in 1854. She now lives at Eldora. 

Clarence H. Burlingame attended the public schools at Eldora until he 
was about fifteen years of age. then took up employment in various mercantile 
lines until he moved to Iowa Falls, and became assistant postmaster, under R. 
A. Carleton, in 1893. In 1894, in company with Mr. Carleton, he went to 
Illinois, where he engaged in the lumber business, remaining about two years. 
In 1898 he became cashier for William Welden, leaving this position in 1899 
to become cashier of the Smith-Lichty-Hillman Company of Waterloo. He 
remained here but a few months, being elected assistant cashier of the First 
National Bank in the fall of 1900. At the organization of the Security Sav- 
ings Bank he was elected cashier, and in 1897 he was elected cashier of the 
First National Bank and now holds the two positions, in a manner that reflects 
much credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction of the stockholders and 
patrons, being an alert, well advised, courteous and obliging gentleman who 
has the confidence and good will of all classes. 

Mr. Burlingame has been prominent in both the Knights of Pythias and 
the Masonic fraternities, belonging to Alpine Lodge No. 7, at Iowa Falls, of 
the former, and to the local blue lodge, the Eldora Chapter and St. Elmo Com- 
mandery of the Masons. He served two terms as grand master of exchequer 
of the Knights of Pythias grand lodge and is one of the best known and most 
influential members of the organization. Politically, he is a Republican and 
always interested in public affairs, supporting such measures as, in his best 
judgment, make for the general good. He and his wife belong to the Episco- 
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pal church. He is a member of the board of education and has served as a 
member of the city council. He is prominent in local and state politics. 

In 1894 Mr. Burlingame was united in marriage with Edith Carleton. a 
lady of culture and refinement, the representative of an excellent family. This 
union has resulted in the birth of the following children: Carleton H., Char- 
lotte Marjorie and Harriet Ellen. 



AUGUST MEIER. 

One of the enterprising and successful German fanners of Hardin coun- 
ty, who has succeeded in his chosen vocation solely through his own courage, 
persistency and good management, is August Meier, of Sherman township, a 
man who believes in lending what aid he can to his neighbors and the general 
public while advancing his individual interests, consequently he is regarded 
as one of our best citizens in every respect. 

Mr. Meier was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, March 22, 185 1, and 
he is the son of Simon and Louisa (Strunk) Meier, both natives of the local- 
ity in which the subject's birth occurred. They devoted their lives to farming 
in that country and were the parents of six children, namely : Fred, deceased: 
Simon lives in Germany, as does also Henry ; Ernest came to America and 
died in Marshall, Minnesota: Charlotte lives in Germany; August, of this re- 
view, was the fourth child in order of birth. 

August Meier grew to maturity in Germany and attended the common 
schools there. He is self-taught in English, and, having been a close obser- 
ver and a wide reader since coming to the United States he has become a well 
informed man. In 1880 he emigrated to America and in 1878 he was mar- 
ried to Caroline Hager. a native of Germany. This union resulted in the 
birth of eight children, namely: Gusta. Henry, August. William. Lewis, 
Charlie, Emma and Ella. Mrs. Meier died on July 29, 1909, and was buried 
in the cemetery at Hubbard. 

In 1 88 1 Mr. Meier went to Jasper county, Iowa, and then came to Har- 
din county, locating in Sherman township, buying eighty acres in section 25. 
which was then all wild land. He went to w ork with a will and prospered by 
reason of close application and good management. He has added to his orig- 
inal purchase from time to time until he now owns six hundred and sixty 
acres in Sherman township, which comprises some of the best and most de- 
sirable land in this favored section of Hardin county. He has brought his 
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land up to a high standard of improvement and cultivation and ranks with 
one of the county's leading agriculturists. He also owns one hundred and 
sixty acres of fine land in Grant township, also six and a half acres in the vil- 
lage of Hubbard. In connection with general farming he raises an excellent 
grade of live stock, making a specialty of short-horn and Durham cattle, Nor- 
man horses and Duroc-Jersey hogs. His stock is of such a high class that he 
finds a very ready market for it. He is regarded as an excellent judge of all 
kinds of live stock. Mr. Meier has a modern, commodious and attractive 
home, and a splendid group of substantial and convenient outbuildings. He 
has made all the improvements here as they now stand and everything about 
his farm indicates thrift, good management and correct taste. No better 
farmer or stock man is to be found in the locality of which this history treats. 
Considering the fact that he has accomplished so much in a strange land, 
where he was compelled to start with nothing, he is most deserving of our 
esteem and respect. It shows innate ability of a high order. 

Mr. Meier is a Republican and takes a proper interest in local public af- 
fairs. He has been a member of the school board. He and his family belong 
to the Zion Evangelical church at Hubbard. 



STEPHEN PALMER SMITH. 

One of the best known and most influential men of a past generation in 
Hardin county, Iowa, was the late Stephen Palmer Smith, a man of rare attri- 
butes of head and heart and of a public spirit that commanded the respect and 
admiration of all classes. 

Mr. Smith was born in Burlington, Otsego county, New York, September 
23, 1827, and is descended from a long line of native American ancestors. He 
was the son of Joseph and Calista (Palmer) Smith, the father born in 1795 
at Burlington, New York. His descent is traced from Jonathan and Elizabeth 
Smith, who lived at Groton, Connecticut, and to whom was born a son, Jo- 
seph, December 25, 1735. Joseph Smith was married March 25, 1762, to 
Jerviah Breed, daughter of Allen and Anna Breed. She was born at Stoning- 
ton, Connecticut, October 23, 1740. Joseph and Jerviah (Breed) Smith be- 
came the parents of a son, Joseph, who was bom July 6, 1766, at New London, 
Connecticut, who married Phoebe Polk, who was born at Preston, Connecti- 
cut, October 22, 1762, and was the daughter of Gershom and Hannah Polk. A 
son named Joseph was also born to Joseph and Phoebe (Polk) Smith, born in 
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1795 at Burlington, New York. He married Calista Palmer, who was born at 
the same place, and these were the parents of Stephen Palmer Smith. The 
Palmer family was of English origin and came to New England either with 
the Pilgrims in the "Mayflower," or soon thereafter. Some of the family 
were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. 

Stephen Palmer Smith grew to maturity on a farm in New York. His 
parents being poor, he had to make his own way very largely. He attended 
school at Utica, that state, and w hen still a young man he taught school and 
worked in a general store, in fact, did many kinds of hard work, anything to 
make an honorable living. On May 24, 1853, he was married at Exeter, New 
York, to F. Arzelia Hardin, daughter of Chauncy and Sally (Martin) Hardin, 
prominent people in this locality in the early days. A complete sketch of them 
is to be found in this work. She was born at Exeter, New York, on Septem- 
ber 10. 1830. 

In 1858 Mr. Smith and wife, and her people, came west to Iowa Falls, 
which then contained only a few rude dwellings. At that time they possessed 
very little of this world's goods, but had faith in the future of this locality, 
and here they remained, bearing the hardships incident to pioneer life uncom- 
plainingly. Mr. Smith bought a small farm near Iowa Falls, on River street, 
near the present entrance to the cemetery at Iowa Falls. About 1869 he en- 
gaged in the fire insurance business, which he followed the balance of his life 
with eminent success. He also engaged in the grocery business for a number 
of years. After that he was in the jewelry business in partnership with a Mr. 
Cady for several years. Soon after Mr. Cady's death he sold out and devoted 
the remainder of his life to the insurance business. 

In municipal affairs Mr. Smith was active and ever ready to do his part. 
He served one term as mayor of Iowa Falls and also held other minor offices, 
always with credit and satisfaction. During the big fire of 1874 his grocery 
was burned, but w ith indomitable energy he set to work and rebuilt. He was 
a very prominent member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and had 
a deep and abiding love for the time-honored principles of the order. In sea- 
son and out he labored for the upbuilding of the order and the dissemination 
of its truths. In return for this loyal service and in recognition of his efforts 
to further the growth of the order its members were quick to reward him 
and in many ways he was highly honored. At various times he held the 
various offices in the subordinate lodge and encampment, and in the grand 
lodge of Iowa he was prominently recognized and held several offices. During 
the years 1803 and 1894 he was grand patriarch of Iowa, an office which is 
the highest capable of being bestowed by the grand encampment of Iowa. In 
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1896 and 1897 he was also honored by unanimous election as grand represent- 
ative from Iowa to the sovereign grand lodge, the highest body in Odd Fel- 
lowship in the United States. In later years he has taken a great interest in 
the Patriarchs Militant, the uniform degree of the order. It was due largely 
to his efforts that the local canton was organized. In the state and district 
organizations of this branch of the order he has been prominent for several 
years, as is shown by his attaining the rank of brigadier-general in the depart- 
ment of Iowa, a position that ranks among the highest in Odd Fellowship in 
the state. For many years he was prominent in the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, and from the beginning of the local lodge he was its treasurer. He 
and his wife were both active and influential members of the Methodist church, 
he having devoted much time and attention to the church in Iowa Falls. For 
many years he was leader of the choir and to him was due in a large measure 
the success of the same in former days. 

The death of Mrs. Smith occurred on January 26, 1900. She was a very 
exceptional woman, nature having done much for her, and her influence was 
ameliorating to all with whom she came into contact. She had a sweet, 
gentle, responsive nature. She was the ideal of her husband and daughter, 
and tried and succeeded in jeweling each day with joy and in making each 
morning bright with promise for those dear to her. She seemed to live wholly 
for others, and self was always a secondary consideration. Her whole life, 
her eneFgy, her talents and her means were devoted to the welfare of her 
loved ones and the cause of God and mankind. Her life, so rich in fulfillment, 
went out serenely and peacefully. She was amiable, cultivated, kind and meek, 
quiet and of a decided domestic taste. She was prominent in the Ladies' Aid 
Society and other lines of work. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Smith only one child was born, a daughter, named Jen- 
nie Arzelia, whose birth occurred on September 22, 1864. She is the wife of 
Thomas F. Rigg, of Iowa Falls. 

The death of Stephen Palmer Smith occurred on August I, 1904. His 
was one of those sturdy natures that are essential to the development of a new 
country. Schooled in the humanitarian principles that characterize life on the 
frontier, he caught the spirit of that larger life that is not warped by the spirit 
of modern materialism, his life having been built on the broad and generous 
lines that one seldom meets nowadays. He was generous and open hearted, 
and many were the burdens he lifted and many were the tears of widows and 
orphans he dried. His life was an open book ; he looked the whole world square 
in the face, trusted his fellows and did what he believed to be his duty in all 
lines. He was guided by kind impulses. 
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Mr. Smith was largely instrumental in securing the railroad in this sec- 
tion which is now known as the Rock Island, giving both of his time and 
means. Also did his full share of the work in securing the Chicago North- 
western railroad. He was very generous in promoting anything for the gen- 
eral good. He underwent trials and withstood perplexities with apparent 
equanimity, and was lenient in overlooking the faults of others. 



CHESTER K. MASON. 

Conspicuous among the successful farmers and stock raisers of Hardin 
county and enjoying worthy prestige as a public-spirited citizen, is the subject 
of this sketch, whose life since coming to Hardin county has been useful and 
honorable and whose personality and influence have gained for him a large 
measure of popularity among his fellow men. 

Chester K. Mason was born in Ogle county, Illinois, December 9, 1852, 
being a son of William and Charlotte (Williams) Mason. When a lad about 
twelve years old he was brought to Hardin county, Iowa, and for several 
years thereafter lived at Iowa Falls, where his father and Captain Ellsworth 
were engaged in the livery business. Later he spent three years in Grinnell. 
to which city his parents retired in their old age to live with a daughter. After 
the mother's death, which occurred at that place, the father spent the remain- 
der of his life with another daughter at Gault, dying in that town at the ripe 
old age of ninety-six years, five months and two days, being born September 
16, 1810, and died February 22, 1907. 

Chester K. Mason was reared to farm labor and early decided to make 
agriculture his vocation. After the three years in Grinnell and Tama county, 
he took charge of a farm in Hardin county and continued the cultivation of 
the soil until 1879, when he purchased the place in Hardin township, where 
he has since lived and achieved such gratifying success as a tiller of the soil 
and stock raiser. Mr. Mason's farm contains one hundred and sixty acres of 
fine land, for which he paid the sum of two thousand six hundred dollars, but 
with improvements since added and the rapid rise in real estate values in Har- 
din county, it could not be bought at this time for less than thrice the purchase 
price. With the exception of about seven acres of timber, the entire farm is 
in cultivation or pasture, and the buildings and other improvements compare 
favorably with any other in the township. In 1893 Mr. Mason erected a fine 
barn fifty by sixty feet in area, finished throughout in a most substantial man- 
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ner and containing ample room for fifty head of cattle, besides stalls for a 
large number of horses. The building, which is admirably adapted to the pur- 
poses it is intended to subserve, is one of the best structures of the kind in the 
neighborhood and indicates the interest which the proprietor takes to provide 
comfortable shelter for his domestic animals. In 1907 he rebuilt and greatly en- 
larged and modified his dwelling and, equipping it throughout with modern 
conveniences, he now has one of the best and most comfortable residences in 
the community, his outbuildings of various kinds being in keeping with those 
mentioned. Mr. Mason keeps a large number of cows on his farm and for 
the purpose of providing them with a sufficiency of wholesome provender, he 
put up a large silo, which is stored to its full capacity each year. From the 
sale of milk he realizes a large part of his income, his cows being the best 
blooded stock and selected with special reference to their value as milkers. In 
addition to his cows, which average from fourteen to twenty, during the year, 
he raises other high grade cattle which always command liberal prices, while 
his hogs and other domestic animals are of the best breeds and add very ma- 
terially to his annual earnings. As a farmer, Mr. Mason is energetic and pro- 
gressive, and by keeping abreast of the times on all matters relating to agri- 
culture he has, as already stated, realized substantial results and is now in in- 
dependent circumstances with an ample competence laid up for the future. 
While intent on promoting his own interests, he has not been indifferent to the 
interests of others, as is indicated by the part he takes in advancing the ma- 
terial prosperity of the community and the zeal which he manifests in all en- 
terprises having for their object the moral uplift of his fellow men. In his 
political allegiance he is a Republican ; he has great faith in the mission as well 
as the principles of his party and for a number of years he has labored zeal- 
ously to promote the latter and fulfill the former, being ready to make any 
reasonable sacrifice for the party's success and to give his best efforts to the 
candidates. Though neither a partisan nor office seeker, he has been honored 
from time to time with local positions, among which is that of township trus- 
tee, in which he is now serving his fourth consecutive term. Fraternally, he 
belongs to the W oodmen and Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in both of 
which he has been honored with important official trusts, holding at the 
present time the title of past grand in the latter society. 

Mary Ellen Turner, who became the wife of Mr. Mason in the year 1880, 
is a daughter of Jesse Turner, one of the pioneers of, Hardin county and for 
many years an honored resident of the locality in which he lived. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mason have a family of six children, whose names are as follows: Harry 
an engineer of Hardin township; Ralph J., who lives in Aurora, Illinois; 
William T., a student of Ames College, this state; Claude Chester, Eddie and 
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Lois, the three last, with their parents, constituting the home circle. Mr 
Mason and wife are highly esteemed by their neighbors and friends, their 
lives being irreproachable and their influence ever on the right side of ques- 
tions in which moral issues are involved. They are Baptists in their religious 
belief and hold membership with the church of that persuasion at Iowa Falls. 



MILLARD F. JOHNSON. 

The subject of this sketch, one of the prosperous farmers and representa- 
tive citizens of Hardin township, is a native of Wayne county, Indiana, and a 
son of Hugh and Caroline (Hough) Johnson, the former born in New Jersey, 
the latter in Indiana. Hugh Johnson was a millwright, for which trade he 
fitted himself by seven years' careful study and work in New York, and after 
moving to Indiana he followed that vocation for a period of sixteen years in 
various parts of Wayne and other counties. He rebuilt a mill on Greensfork, 
near Williamsburgh, which he operated for a number of years and in 1855 
disposed of the property and with his father-in-law, John Hough. Barton 
Hough and John Ballinger, a son and son-in-law of the latter, moved in 1856 
to Hardin county, Iowa; Barton Hough subsequently went to Omaha, Ne- 
braska; Ballinger remained here until 1864 when he went to Illinois, thence 
to the state of Missouri. John Hough, father of Mrs. Hugh Johnson, was a 
native of North Carolina and in an early day moved to Wayne county. In- 
diana, where he figured quite prominently as a member of the society of 
Friends. Shortly after settling in Hardin county, Iowa, he helped organize a 
society of that church, which has had a continuous existence to the present 
time and which is now one of the oldest organizations of the kind in this part 
of the state. By occupation Mr. Hough was a clock maker; he became a very 
skillful artisan and in a number of the older homes in Wayne county, Indiana, 
are still to be seen clocks which he made many years ago, and which are noted 
as exceptionally good timekeepers. His first wife died prior to his removal 
to Iowa; he departed this life in Hardin county, in 1870, at the age of seventy 
years, his second wife surviving him until 1890. One of his sons. Thomas 
Hough, now of Minneapolis, Minnesota, grew to manhood in this county, and 
is one of the most noted mechanics of his day. 

Hugh Johnson bought the farm now owned by his son, the subject of this 
sketch, soon after arriving in Hardin county and the log house which he 
erected in 1855 is still standing. The place originally consisted of three hun- 
dred and forty acres, but by subsequent additions extending across the river. 
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he increased it to five hundred acres, the greater part prairie, although there 
is considerable valuable timber land. In 1868 Hugh Johnson burned the 
brick and built the commodious brick house in which he lived until his death, 
in 1891. He was an enterprising and successful farmer, a most excellent and 
praiseworthy citizen, and from time to time held various township offices 
He was reared a Methodist and continued true to the church to the end of 
his days, his wife, however, being a member of the society of Friends. Mr. 
Johnson was seventy-eight years old when summoned to his final reward. He 
was thrice married. The first wife, whom he wedded in New Jersey, died in 
Indiana, leaving three children, namely: Benjamin, who died in Hardin 
county, Iowa, in 1889; Mary, who married John Ballinger, and returned to 
Indiana after a residence of four years in the county of Hardin; and James, a 
soldier of the late Civil war, who was captured and taken to Libby prison, 
Richmond, Virginia, but died at Annapolis, Maryland, soon after paroled. 
Mr. Johnson's second wife was Caroline Hough, who died in 1859, at the age 
of thirty-seven, leaving six children, namely : George W., of Greenwood 
county, Kansas; John, who was a member of Company G, Ninth Iowa Cav- 
alry, during the late war, and died in 1866 as a result of injuries and exposure 
while in the service; Millard F., of this review, is the third in order of birth; 
the fourth being Winfield, who lives near Minneapolis, Minnesota; Lucinda, 
wife of Charles Thomas, lives near Portland, Oregon ; and Flora C, who mar- 
ried George H. Smith, and resides near Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mr. John- 
son's third wife was Ann Macy, who moved with her parents, Henry and 
Panina Macy, from Rush county, Indiana, to Iowa, in 1855, the union result- 
ing in the birth of three children, namely : Casto E., of Yakima, Washington ; 
Morton F., who owns one hundred and sixty acres of the family homestead 
and is one of the leading farmers of Hardin township; and Salmon H.. who 
died at the early age of nine years. 

Millard F. Johnson was born January 17, 1850, and spent his childhood 
and youth on the home farm in Hardin township, having been quite young 
when brought to Iowa by his parents. The first school he attended was taught 
in a small log cabin building equipped with puncheon seats and double desks, 
this being in fact the first building for school purposes in Hardin township. 
The first teacher to wield the rod of authority in this primitive college was 
Elizabeth Arey, who as early as 1856 taught a four months' term, she being 
succeeded by George Griffiths, afterwards county surveyor, who taught in 
1856-7. His brother, Daniel Griffiths, who is still living at Iowa Falls at the 
advanced age of ninety years, used the same building a little later, as did sev- 
eral others, among whom was Mate Arnold, now Mrs. E. O. Soule, who is 
remembered as a fine teacher and excellent disciplinarian. Under the inst rue- 
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tions of the above and their several successors, young Johnson made commend- 
able progress in his studies, but by reason of his services being required on the 
farm, he could devote only a few months of each year to his school duties. 
Amid the bracing breezes and wholesome influences of rural life, he grew up a 
strong, well-developed young man, and with true filial devotion remained with 
his father, assisting with the labor of the farm until arriving at an age to choose 
a helpmeet and begin the struggle of existence for himself. 

In November, 1872, Mr. Johnson was united in marriage with Lillias 
Hubbard, daughter of Jeremiah Hubbard, an old and well known citizen who 
died about 1907, at the remarkable age of ninety-three years. Mrs. Johnson 
was born in Clinton county, New York, and early in life removed with her 
parents to Wisconsin, thence, in 1869, to Hardin county, Iowa, where her 
lamented death occurred in the year 1903. Three children were born of this 
union, viz. : Arthur L., who married Anna E. Ellison, and lives on the home 
farm, his family consisting of two daughters, Helen L. and Ethel Luella; Rex- 
ford, the second of the subject's children, died when twenty years old, the 
youngest being Caroline, who is now a student of Ellsworth College, Iowa 
Falls. 

Morton H. Johnson, brother of the subject and with whom he has been 
associated in his farming and live stock interests, was married in 1908 to May 
Westgate, daughter of Henry and Rebecca Westgate, who moved to Hardin 
county in 1856. the union being without issue. Both brothers are Republi 
can in politics and highly esteemed as neighbors and citizens. Millard is serv- 
ing as township assessor, though he has never posed as a politician or office 
seeker, being content with his life as a successful farmer and satisfied with the 
simple life of citizen. He is a birthright member of the society of Friends 
and influential in all matters relating to same. 



WILLIAM E. TAYLOR. 

Sixty-six years have dissolved in the mists of the past since the subject 
of this sketch migrated from his native state of New York to Hardin county, 
Iowa, and located at Iowa Falls, where he has since lived, being in point of 
continuous residence the oldest citizen of the place, and the only survivor of 
those who came to this part of the state in 1855. 

William E. Taylor was born in Granville, Wyoming county. New York. 
January 25. 1829, being a son of William and Mehitable (Putney) Taylor. 
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both natives of that state. These parents moved to Iowa in 1854, and settled 
on a farm near Iowa Falls, where the father, who had become ill at Dubuque 
and made the last fifty miles of the journey in bed, died three days after his 
arrival. Two sons, Hiram and George L, who came with them, took charge of 
the farm after their father's death and operated the same for a number of 
years. The former subsequently moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, where he 
has been living for the last thirty years, though he recently removed to Den- 
ver, Colorado. George remained with his mother until she was accidentally 
burned to death in 1861, when he went to California, where he now resides. 

William E. Taylor was reared to agricultural pursuits and grew to ma- 
turity in his native state. In October, 185 1, he was married in Wyoming 
county, New York, to Philinda Bowman, and about four years later moved 
overland to Hardin county, Iowa, settling at Iowa Falls in 1855. before the 
town had been surveyed and when there were only two or three log cabins in 
the place. 

After erecting a house of his own he engaged in teaming and for some 
years hauled grain from Iowa Falls to Dubuque, Iowa City and other distant 
points and bringing goods for the local merchants on the return trip. He 
would start with about fifty bushels of wheat and as long as the roads were 
solid he would make good time, but not un frequently he encountered sloughs 
into which the wagon wheels would sink almost to the hubs, necessitating the 
unloading of the grain and packing it forward to firmer ground. On some of 
his trips he would run into two or three of these treacherous places, with the 
result that his return was greatly delayed and but little money realized for his 
time and trouble. 

In 1864 Mr. Taylor enlisted in Company K, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, with 
which he served for a period of thirteen months, the greater part of his mili- 
tary experience being confined to Dakota, where, under General Sully, his 
regiment, with others, spent some months fighting the Sioux Indians. At the 
expiration of the time indicated, he received his discharge and, returning to 
Iowa Falls immediately thereafter, turned his attention to contracting and 
building, in which capacities he did much to promote the material growth and 
prosperity of the town. He erected a stone house north of the present Metho- 
dist Episcopal church building, another of the same material just south of the 
college library, besides putting up various other edifices and doing a great deal 
of general mechanical Work. After residing at Iowa Falls until 1880, he 
bought the interests of his brother's children in the family homestead and 
moving to the farm the same year, addressed himself to the task of its im- 
provement. The only dwelling on the place at that time was a small log 
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cabin, which had been standing for a number of years, and the other improve- 
ments were in keeping therewith. Three years later he replaced the old home 
with a comfortable and commodious modern edifice and in due time erected 
good barns, substantial outbuildings and made his farm one of the best in 
the township. His place contains eighty acres, is in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, very productive, and no pains have been spared to make it a beautiful and 
attractive home. 

Mr. Taylor has seen Hardin county developed from a sparsely settled 
country into one of the most prosperous and flourishing sections of the state; 
nor has he been a mere witness of the many changes that have taken place the 
meanwhile, but with strong arm, clear brain and firm will he has contributed 
very materially to the bringing about of conditions which now obtain. As 
previously stated, he is the only survivor among those who located at Iowa 
Falls in 1855, and there are few in the county who came as early as that year. 
While en route to his new home in the west, he proceeded as far as Rock- 
ford, Illinois, where he sold his team and made the residue of the journey with 
the purchaser, who was also one of the early pioneers of the county. Mrs. 
Taylor was one of the constituent members of the First Baptist church of 
Iowa Falls, and continued faithful to the same until her death, which occurred 
December. 7, 1897, at the age of sixty-five years, being the last of those whose 
names appear on the original record of the society. She united with the 
church when but fifteen years old and for forty years lived an upright Christ- 
ian life which gained for her the respect and love of all with whom she came 
into contact. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Taylor were born three children : Prof. William E. 
Taylor, for twelve years a teacher in the Deaf and Dumb Institute at Omaha, 
Nebraska, and for a number of years past an instructor in the Texas State 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Austin, Texas. He is a man of high 
academic and professional attainments and among the most competent teach- 
ers ever connected with the institution in which he is now employed. Anna 
N., the second in order of birth, lives with her father, attends to the home 
and otherwise looks after his interests and ministers to his comfort. When 
she was nine years old, her mother became an invalid and for twenty-seven 
years was closely confined to her bed. During all of that time the daughter 
had charge of the household and was never remiss in her duty to her afflicted 
parent, whom she cared for with beautiful and tender solicitude until death 
came to the relief of the sufferer. The third child died in babyhood. Although 
well advanced in life, Mr. Taylor still retains much of his former vigor and 
bodily and mentally is as keen and alert as in the years of his prime. For 
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many years he was an ardent Republican, but recently transferred his alle- 
giance to the Prohibition party, of which he is now an earnest and zealous 
supporter. His home is on a beautiful and well-kept farm which formerly 
joined Iowa Falls on the northwest, but which is now within the corporate 
limits of the city. 



THOMAS MEGAN. 

Another member of the well-known Megan family of Hardin county, 
often mentioned elsewhere in this work, is the subject of this review. In- 
heriting in especial degree the business ability and sagacity of his father, Owen 
Megan, Thomas Megan has prospered exceedingly and is perhaps today the 
largest single landholder in Hardin county, the greater part of his accumula- 
tions being the product of his own efforts. His career is an example of what 
may be accomplished in the farming districts of Iowa by a man of sufficient 
intelligence and courage. 

Thomas Megan was born on January 22, 1865, in Hardin county, Iowa, 
on the farm of his father, and is the son of Owen and Margaret Megan, for 
whom see sketch of John Megan, a brother of Thomas. Thomas received 
his schooling at Secor, in his boyhood aided his father in the work of the 
farm, and has spent his life in farming. He is now living on the old home 
farm of his father, having spent his entire life on the place, and his farming 
operations have been so successful that he has been able to increase this farm 
from four hundred to fifteen hundred acres, and is one of the largest landhold- 
ers in the county, if not the largest. The care of and attention to his large 
interests make him a busy man. He devotes his efforts mainly to the raising 
of cattle and hogs, which he has found to be the most paying form of agri- 
culture in this county, and each year ships large amounts of stock. In poli- 
tics he is independent, voting for men rather than parties. In religion he and 
his family have never departed from the Catholic faith of their Irish fathers. 

On May 15, 1892, Thomas Megan was married at Ackley, Iowa, to Anne 
Lynch, who was born in 1870, the daughter of William and Mary (Mc- 
Cullough) Lynch. To this marriage the following children were born, all of 
whom, except the three youngest, are attending school in Secor : Owen, Willie, 
Harry, Thomas, Marcellus, Margaret, Mary and Leo. 

Mr. Megan is a man well and favorably known in his community. His 
character and ability have made him respected, while his genial nature has 
won him many friends. 
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ROBERT M. WALTHALL. 

Among the leading men of Hardin county who have finished their 
earthly course and gone to their reward, the name of Daniel Bailey Walthall, 
father of the gentleman whose name introduces this review, occupies a de- 
servedly conspicuous and honorable place. Long a successful agriculturist 
and influential citizen, he contributed very materially to the development and 
prosperity of the section of country in which he lived, encouraged to the limit 
of his ability all enterprises for the social improvement and moral advance- 
ment of his community and left the impress of a strong and virile personality 
deeply stamped upon the minds and hearts of his fellow citizens. Daniel B. 
Walthall was a native of Dinwiddie county, Virginia, where his birth occurred 
on the 26th of March, 1823. When a boy he accompanied his parents to 
Ohio, where he worked for some time at cabinetmaking, which he learned in 
his youth and at which he became a very skillful mechanic. Later he went to 
Indiana, but after a residence of three years in Vermillion county, that state, 
he returned to Ohio, where he made his home until about 1864 or 1865, when 
he came to Hardin county, Iowa, with the varied interests of which the re- 
mainder of his life was closely identified. He was a Republican in politics 
and a zealous worker for his party both in Ohio and after coming to Iowa, 
though never an office seeker nor aspirant for any kind of public distinction. 
On moving to Hardin county he purchased a tract of prairie, consisting of one 
hundred and forty acres, at fifteen dollars per acre, and later, when he bought 
one hundred and thirty acres additional, the land had advanced to twenty-five 
dollars per acre. By reason of his wife's illness he returned to Ohio, but 
after remaining there three years, returned to his farm in Hardin county, 
where he spent the remainder of his days as an enterprising and eminently 
successful tiller of the soil. As circumstances would admit, he added to his 
improvements until his place became one of the finest and most productive 
farms in Hardin township and as a model rural home equipped with a full 
complement of modern conveniences and comforts it was not excelled by any 
other place of like area in the county. Mr. Walthall lived to see his land 
transformed from a wild prairie into a very garden of beauty and plenty and 
its value advance from fifteen dollars per acre to considerably in excess of 
one hundred dollars per acre. As a farmer he was energetic and progressive, 
and by adopting modern methods of agriculture and using the best improved 1 
implements and machinery obtainable, he seldom i f ever failed to raise abund- 
ant crops and realize handsome returns for his time and labor. 

Religiously, Mr. Walthall was reared under the influence of the society 
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of Friends and remained true to the teachings of the same to the end of his 
days. He made no ostentatious display of his religion, but, by a life devoted 
to the service of his Master, demonstrated in a quiet though forceful way the 
beauty and value of an abiding Christian faith. In all of his relatl6ns with 
his fellow men, he was governed by a high sense of honor ; his integrity was 
inflexible, his character above reproach, and among his neighbors and friends 
— in fact, among all with whom he came into cc»ntact — his simple promise 
had all the sacredness and binding force of a written obligation. In the best 
sense of the term he was a good man, sincere Christian and an upright, con- 
scientious citizen, who lost sight of self and in his efforts to promote the wel- 
fare and happiness of others and who throughout a long and active life made 
every other consideration subordinate to duty and right. 

Mr. Walthall was married April 22, 1852, to Elizabeth W. Fawcett, of 
Belmont county, Ohio, where her birth occurred on April 4, 1831. This un- 
ion resulted in the birth of eight children, namely: William, who lives in 
Thayer, Kansas; Levi, of Viewfield, South Dakota; Sarah, a photographer of 
Eddyville, Iowa; Mary M., wife of David Pidgeon, of New Providence, this 
state; Robert M., of this review; Elijah, of Promise City, Iowa; John, who 
lives on the family homestead; and Samuel, a resident of the city of Oska- 
loosa, Iowa. In the rearing of his family, Mr. Walthall was exceedingly for- 
tunate, as he lived to see all of his children grow to maturity and become well 
settled in life and esteemed in their respective places of residence. He pro- 
vided them with the best educational advantages the community afforded and 
spared no pains in impressing upon their minds and hearts correct moral 
principles, to the end that they become useful citizens and keep untarnished 
the luster of an honorable family name. After a long and useful life fraught 
with much good to his family, to his fellow men and to the world, Mr. Walt- 
hall was called to his eternal reward on June 29, 1907, at the age of eighty- 
four years, his death being deeply regretted and widely mourned by the peo- 
ple among whom he had lived so long and to such worthy ends. Mrs. Walt- 
hall, who survived her husband only a short time, died on the 17th of April, 
1909, and, like him, she, too, was greatly missed by those with whom her lot 
had been cast. 

Robert M. Walthall, to a brief review of whose career the residue of this 
sketch is devoted, was born in Greene county, Ohio, on the 7th day of Janu- 
ary, 1861. He was reared to agricultural pursuits and grew to maturity under 
excellent home influences, receiving in the meantime a practical education in 
the public schools and in the New Providence Academy. At the proper age 
he took his place in the fields where he early learned the lessons of industry. 
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thrift and self-reliance which have entered so largely into his career as a suc- 
cessful farmer and praiseworthy citizen and until his marriage, in 1894, re- 
mained with his parents and contributed to their interest and comfort. On 
March 6th of the year indicated, he was united in the holy bands of wedlock 
with Ella Rogers, of Oskaloosa, Iowa, since which time he has given his at- 
tention to agriculture and stock raising and achieved marked success at his 
vocation. 

Mr. Walthall owns a fine estate of one hundred and fifteen acres, all in 
cultivation except thirty-five acres of timber and pasture, the improvements 
being among the best in Hardin township and the productiveness of the soil 
second to that of no other farm of its size in the county. The buildings are 
modern and in excellent condition, the fields in a high state of cultivation and 
the air of prosperity which obtains on every part of the premises bespeaks the 
presence of a gentleman of intelligence, enterprise and good taste, who be- 
lieves in the dignity of his calling and spares no reasonable effort to make his 
home beautiful and attractive to the end that it may prove the happiest spot on 
earth to its inmates. Mr. and Mrs. Walthall are highly esteemed by their 
neighbors and friends and all who know them speak in warm praise of their 
many estimable qualities of mind and heart. They are members of the society 
of Friends, and are deeply interested in all lines of religious and charitable 
work under the auspices of the same and their influence in social as well as 
religious circles is strong and salutary. They have one son, Milo, a bright 
youth of fifteen years who is now pursuing his studies in the public schools. 



REV. CHARLES T. GIFFORD. 

One of the most familiar figures of Union township is that of the Rev. 
Charles T. Gifford, who has been for many years a resident of the town 
which bears his name, and who during that time has been serving the people 
of the community as a minister of God's word, sharing in all its activities 
which lead to good, sympathizing with his people in their troubles, and com- 
forting their sorrows, in all things their friend and brother, a man highly and 
most deservedly loved by those who know him, one whose full reward can 
never be received in this life, but shall later come from his Master. 

Charles T. Gifford was born in Otsego county, New York, on April 3, 
1836, the son of Henry and Clarissa (Robinson) Gifford. His father and 
mother were both born in Albany county. New York. In 1797 his grand- 
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father, Elihu Gifford, came to Otsego county from Albany county, and there 
spent the remainder of his life. The parents of Charles Gifford both died in 
Otsego county. Charles lived in his native county until he was twenty. At 
the age of seventeen he began to teach school, and took his first charge in the 
ministry at Smithville, New York, in 1857, when he was not yet twenty-one. 
He taught several terms of school along the Susquehanna river. In 1875 he 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, and laid out and named the town where he now 
resides, which bears the name of Gifford, and erected the first building, a store, 
which was burned the same year. In 1876 he erected his present store build- 
ing and has since kept a general store at Gifford. He takes an active interest 
in the doings of the old settlers of Hardin county, and has served charges and 
preached at several different places in the county, while he has married and 
buried more peoeple than any other parson in the county. His career as a 
minister has been long and varied, and full of usefulness. In politics. Mr. 
Gifford has been a stanch Republican, with the exception of one year when he 
voted with the Greenbackers. He has been a notary public for many years, and 
for some time served as justice of the peace, and was postmaster at Gifford. 

Rev. Charles T. Gifford was married first to Maftha A. Morris, on Sep- 
tember 29, 1857, who died on October 19, 1890. He was married a second 
time, on August 3, 1891, to Harriett D. Rowen, who was born in Union town- 
ship. Mr. Gifford is the father of six children, Charles R., J. Luverne, Rhoda 
L., Mary M., Vivian Ruth and H. Beatrice. 

Of strong and upright Christian character, the Rev. Mr. Gifford has stood 
unflinchingly in his life for the right, and has been steadfastly loyal to his con- 
victions. Widely known in Hardin county, he is held in high favor by all. 



ADAM S. HIMMEL. 

There is no calling, however humble, in which enterprise and industry, 
coupled with a well directed purpose, will not be productive of some measure 
of success, and in the pursuit of agriculture the qualities mentioned are quite 
essential. Among the well known and highly respected fanners of Hardin 
county who have attained to a definite degree of success in their line and 
who, at the same time, have greatly benefited the community in which they 
live, is the gentleman to a review of whose career we now direct the reader's 
attention. 

Adam S. Himmel, of Sherman township, Hardin county, hails from the 
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Sucker state, having been born in Mason county, Illinois, September 29, 
1863, and he is the son of John W. Himmel, a well known and highly re- 
spected resident of Mason county, Illinois. For a full history of this worthy 
family the reader is directed to the sketch of Levi Himmel, appearing else- 
where in this work. 

Adam S. Himmel grew to maturity in Mason county, Illinois, and re- 
ceived his education in the common schools of that place. He lived at home 
until he was twenty -eight years of age, assisting in looking after the home- 
stead, having had full charge of the same for ten years, and he made a suc- 
cess of it. 

On November 13, 1890, he was united in marriage with Eva Dell 
Brooks, of Topeka, Mason county, Illinois. She was the daughter of J. W. 
and Libbie (Davis) Brooks, the former a well known blacksmith and wagon- 
maker. He came from Ohio to Topeka and there ran a blacksmith and wagon 
shop. They had four children : Carl, Ella, Sherman and Eva Dell, wife of 
the subject. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Himmel, named as 
follows : Earl, Nita (deceased), Carl, Nina, Paul, Joseph and Consuella. 

In 1902 Mr. Himmel came to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought two 
hundred and ninety-seven acres of land in section 19, Sherman township. In 
1905 he built a modern and beautiful home and made many other valuable 
and extensive improvements. His place is under a high state of cultivation I 
and is one of the most desirable and productive in this part of the county. He | 
raises a splendid grade of live stock. He has mixed dairy stock and also 
keeps Du roc-Jersey Red hogs. 

Politically, Mr. Himmel is a Republican and held a number of township 
offices while living in Mason county, Illinois. He belongs to the Evangelical 
church, and is regarded by all who know him as an excellent citizen. Frater- 
nally, he belongs to the Modern Woodmen. 



LUKE TEEPLE. 

No other period in American history can be compared to that of the Cali- 
fornia "gold-fever," when the craze for sudden wealth attacked all classes of 
society and took men from all stations to the region where they supposed H 
might be found. The hopes of some were gratified, others paid with their 
lives for their presumption ; the majority came out with a hard and valuable 
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experience, which perhaps in part compensated for their lack of gold. To 
this latter class Mr. Teeple belonged. 

Luke Teeple was born in Izura, Canada West, within ten miles of Lon- 
don, Canada, on October 3, 1828, the son of Simon Peter and Ann (Tasdal) 
Teeple. His parents were both natives of Canada. Simon Peter went at an 
early age to New York, and there graduated as a physician, and took up the 
practice of medicine on the Illinois river, twenty miles from Peoria. In 1837 
he came to Iowa with his brother, his wife and three children, Luke, Theo- 
dore and Ralph. He settled on the English river in Washington county, six- 
teen miles south of Iowa City, ami took up a claim while practicing medicine. 
He was prominent among the early settlers and was elected to the terri- 
torial Legislature of 1840-41, and helped locate Iowa's first capital at Iowa 
City. After leaving the Legislature he removed to Iowa City and opened a 
drug store, but one day a few weeks afterward took a violent cold, and in four 
days passed to his last home. His father later married Mary Stone, who 
bore him two children, Theodore and Ralph. 

Luke Teeple received but a meagre school education, which his broad 
experience later has made up for. After his father's death he was taken 
back to Illinois by his uncle, Philan Cartwright, and his uncle's folks had 
something at which to keep him busy besides school. In the fall of 1845 
Luke started out for himself, and hired out to a blacksmith for three years 
in order to learn the trade, he receiving for his services ninety-five dollars for 
three years, board and washing. But he learned his trade thoroughly, and in 
1849 married Ann Dagget, a member of a family originally from Ohio, 
and took his bride to Argyle, Wisconsin, where he followed his trade from 
the spring of 1850 to 1852, when he returned to Illinois, and on April 
12, 1852, started to make the journey overland to California with an ox 
team. Throughout the entire journey of hardships he walked, and on 
August 27, 1852, arrived at Hangtown, California. He made a dismal 
failure of mining and opened a blacksmith shop there. Later he moved to 
Sacramento, and after the big fire of 1852 opened a shop there. Shortly 
afterwards the levee broke, and he was able to make a little money by 
making a boat and helping those who needed assistance and were not fortu- 
nate enough to own a boat. Afterwards he ran a blacksmith shop near the 
Eldorado House at Hangtown, and finally got enough money together to 
return in 1854 to his family in Illinois. For a great many years he farmed 
in Illinois, then in 1888 moved to a farm four miles south of Iowa Falls, 
Hardin county, Iowa, where he farmed until 1893, and then retired to 
Hubbard, Hardin county, in which village he has a comfortable home in 
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which to pass his declining years in the society of friends. In 1893 nc zn ^ 
his wife went to California and spent a year, then came back and located 
in Hubbard. 

Ann Dagget, the first wife of Mr. Teeple, was the daughter of Asal 
Dagget, and was born on March 13, 1829. She died on February 21, 1901, 
and is buried in Iowa Falls cemetery. To her union with Mr. Teeple 
eleven children were born. Matilda married Ed. Manning, who is now 
deceased, and she is living with her father. She is the mother of eight 
children. Asa H. married Mary Dawson, who bore to him two children, 
and is living in Cartersville, Iowa. George married Ida Darval, has four 
children, and lives in Akely, Minnesota. Edgar E. married Dell Percey, 
who has borne to him one child, and recently moved from Iowa Falls to 
California. Simon Peter married Clara Marien, has two children and 
lives in Belvidere, Illinois. Ella E. married Charles Gilbert, and both are 
deceased, leaving two children. Minnie died at the age of nine. Florence 
married J. L. Marks, to whom she has borne two children, and resides in 
Iowa Falls. Jesse died at the age of twenty-two months. Sherman mar- 
ried Mate Davis, and is living in Belvidere, Illinois. Anna married Albert 
Smalldridge, of Hardin county, and is the mother of one child, and they 
live on a farm seven miles northwest of Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Teeple was married on December 31, 1901, to Mary J. Rockwood, 
whose family were originally from Vermont. She died January 3, 1908. 
and is buried in Hubbard cemetery. Mr. Teeple is a man who is much 
respected in the village of Hubbard, and can talk very entertainingly of his 
experiences in earlier times. It has fallen to his lot to pass through more 
than ordinary hardships, but his later days are comfortable, and he has 
brought up a large family who are now filling useful places in the world. 



JOSEPH M. LEPLEY. 

There is little doubt that the American national game of baseball is the 
most popular of all games ever played. No boy lives in this country who has 
not played the game more or less, and no other game has so many professional 
followers of so many friends and enthusiasts. It is sa-fe to say that the base- 
ball games draw from the American public more continued attention than 
any other feature of American life portrayed in the newspapers. And to a 
capable player the profession offers high monetary rewards. From the small 
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boy on the streets to the big league player, every typical American plays base- 
ball; from the factory laborer to the millionaire, every typical American 
watches and loves the game. Mr. Lepley has spent ten years of his life as a 
professional player, and during that time gained much experience of the world 
and a fair amount of capital for the foundation of his later operations. 

The Lepleys are an old family and much esteemed in Hardin county. 
Adam Lepley, the great-grandfather of Joseph, died on August 28, 1831, at 
the age of eighty-six years and six months, in Knox county, Ohio; Barbara, 
his wife, died on April 17, 1842, at the age of eighty-seven. They are buried 
in the cemetery now called Whitney or Bethel on the west side of Job Lep- 
ley 's farm in Knox county, Ohio, and the body of Adam Lepley was the first 
laid away in that cemetery. Job F. Lepley, the grandfather of Joseph, was 
born on August 15, 1795; his wife Mary was born on April 3, 1804. Their 
ten children were born on the following dates: Barbara, December 28, 1823; 
Peter, the father of Joseph, on January 31, 1826; Delilah, on July 26, 1827 ; 
David, on March 31, 1829; William, on October 11, 1830; Christiana, on 
July 27, 1832; Joseph, on January 20, 1834; Mattison, on January 19, 1836; 
John, on August ig, 1840; and Mary Ann, on May 26, 1844. 

Peter Lepley in 1850 came to Marshall county, Iowa, then in 1852 came 
to Hardin county. He took up land in section 17 of Union township, built a 
log house, and began to improve the farm on which he lived until his death, on 
January 26, 1907. He was a careful and thrifty farmer, and prospered. In 
politics he was an independent voter, preferring the better man to a party 
ticket; in religion a consistent member of the Christian church, "Uncle Pete," 
as he was known throughout the county, was a man of strong and kindly 
character, every day the same, unchanging in his moods through all the vicissi- 
tudes of life. He married Elizabeth Hardinger, of Ohio, who is now living 
at Union, at the home of her oldest daughter, Mary, now Mrs. A. L. Rowen. 
Her other children are John L., who married Mattie Upton, of Eldora town- 
ship, and Joseph M. 

Joseph M. Lepley was born in Union township on August 10, 1865, 
received his education in the common schools of his home district. At the 
age of seventeen he started out for himself, and spent ten years in ball play- 
ing over the western states, playing with most of the western leagues and win- 
ning a reputation as a skillful and heady player. Since leaving this professior 
he has resided on the old home farm, raising horses, sheep and cattle, and fol- 
lowing general farming, in which he has prospered and is now known as one of 
the successful farmers of his township. 

On February 19, 1889. Mr. Lepley married Clara Burghardt, the daugh- 
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ter of H. C. and Louisa (Steuben) Burghardt. H. C. Burghardt was bom 
in Germany in 1842, and came to the United States at the age of twelve. He 
first settled in Wisconsin, where the most of his children were born, and later 
moved to Eldora township, Hardin county, Iowa, where he farmed until, at 
an advanced age, he and his wife moved to Union, where they now reside. 
Louisa Steuben was born in Ohio in 1847. To her marriage with Mr. Burg- 
hardt the following children were born: Clara, the wife of Mr. Lepley: 
Fannie M., who married Thomas Nichols, of Dubuque, Iowa; and Richard 
M., who married H. C. Rooki:ver, of Des Moines, Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lepley are the parents of the following children: Flossie 
M., a school teacher of Hardin county ; Eugenia Gertrude and Charles Joseph. 
Mr. Lepley is well known to the people of his community, and is well liked i 
wherever known. In his earlier life he gained a broad experience of the 
world, the effects of which are manifest in his manner and which has since 
stood him in good stead. 



JAMES L. FARRINGTON. 

The gentleman to a review of whose honorable career we now call the 
attention of the reader is one of the representative citizens of Hardin county, 
one of the best known and most progressive business men of Iowa Falls, hav- 
ing maintained his home in this locality, whose interests he has ever had at 
heart and sought to promote, for over forty years. He was one of the loyal 
sons of the North who offered his services and his life, if need be, during the 
dark days of the Union a half century ago. An analyzation of the life work 
of Mr. Farrington shows that he has been dependent upon no inheritance or 
influential friends for the large success which he has acquired, but ha*, 
through his persistent effort honest dealings and capable management, gained 
a desirable degree of material success whereby he is classed among the worthy 
and substantial self-made men of the county. 

Mr. Farrington was born October 10, 1847, at Bordentown, New Jer- 
sey, and he is the son of Patrick and Mary (Cochran) Farrington. The fam- 
ily is supposed to be of English origin, descended from a soldier in the British 
army who settled in Ireland in the time of Oliver Cromwell. The Farring- 
tons- came to America from Dugdale's Mills in county Clare, the parents of 
the subject having emigrated to America from there in 1846, and, ten years 
later, in October, 1853, when the son, James L., was six years of age, they 
came on west to Muscatine, Iowa, where they located and remained until 
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1859, the father having died soon after coming to Muscatine. The son, the 
subject, was bound out to a Quaker family on a farm near Muscatine, where 
he remained until 1859 and was then bound over to a cousin of the man to 
whom he was first bound, in Mercer county, Illinois. There he remained 
until August, 1862, when he enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and Twen- 
ty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which he served most faithfully. He 
was at the siege of Vicksburg, in the Sixteenth Army Corps, taking part in 
many battles and skirmishes in that locality. After the fall of that strong- 
hold, he joined Steele's expedition, which resulted in the capture of Little 
Rock and other points in Arkansas. During the rest of his service he partic- 
ipated in many engagements and skirmishes and did steamboat guard and 
garrison duty until the close of the war and was mustered out in August, 
1865, thus completing three years' service before he was nineteen years of 
age, he being the youngest in his regiment to carry a gun, but, according to 
his comrades, he proved to be a very gallant and trustworthy soldier for the 
Union. 

After the war Mr. Farrington returned to Muscatine and followed farm- 
ing three years, then, in March, 1869, he moved to Iowa Falls, Hardin county, 
and, having the sagacity to see the great future development of the place, de- 
cided to cast his lot here permanently. In July, 1869, he was united in mar- 
riage with Mary E. Coleman, of Muscatine county, this state, the daughter of 
Silas I. and Harriet (Pope) Coleman. For eleven years following his mar- 
riage, Mr. Farrington was employed as clerk and salesman. On January I, 
1880, he and C. B. Taylor formed a partnership and went into the agricul- 
tural implement business, also handling grain and live stock on an extensive 
scale. They also carried on a large poultry business, packing and shipping 
poultry by the car load. This partnership continued with ever increasing 
success for a period of twenty-six years, this firm becoming widely known 
and playing a prominent role in the industrial drama of this section of the 
state. On January 1, 1906, Mr. Taylor retired from business, since which 
time Mr. Farrington has continued alone. In 1901 he and Mr. Taylor built 
the modern, commodious and substantial business block at the northeast cor- 
ner of Oak street and Washington avenue which they have occupied to the 
present time. 

Mr. Farrington has been an active Republican ever since he came here 
and he has been loyal to its principles and has aided in the general develop- 
ment and progress of the county. During the major portion of the time for 
the past thirty years he has been a member of the city council, and he was 
also a member of the school board for many years. He has been a member 
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of the soldiers relief commission ever since it was created. He was one of 
the founders of the Iowa Falls library and has been its president many years. 

Fraternally, Mr. Farrington has been a Mason for the past thirty years, 
and a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows for many years, 
in which he has passed all the chairs a number of times and he served eight 
terms as master in the Masonic lodge. He was one of the charter members 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and served two terms as commander of 
the local post. He was president of the Iowa Implement Dealers' Association 
for three years in succession, and he was president of the National Federation 
of Implement Dealers' Association for one term and a director in both asso- 
ciations, being prominent and influential in both, frequently speaking at their 
various gatherings and always making his influence felt for the good of the 
organizations, being popular in both and widely known. As a writer for 
their trade papers, he wielded a powerful, versatile and trenchant pen, reach- 
ing a very appreciative audience of thousands. He has always been most 
faithful to every trust reposed in him, conscientiously fulfilling every duty. 

Mr. Farrington's family consisted of five children, two dying in in- 
fancy; those living are, Edward C, who is in business with his father; Min- 
nie M. has been schooled and trained as a nurse and has successfully followed 
her profession for a number of years; John H., the youngest child, was edu- 
cated for a civil engineer, and he has had considerable experience in that line 
on railroad work ; he recently located in Iowa Falls and is now civil engineer 
for the city; he was with the Illinois Central road in the South, but resigned 
on account of the climate not agreeing with him, although the company 
strongly urged him to stay in their employ. 

Religiously, Mr. Farrington affiliates with the Congregational church. 
For some time he was secretary of the hospital board at Iowa Falls. 

On February 15, 1907, Mrs. Farrington was called to her rest She 
was a woman of commendable attainments, energetic, courageous, charitable 
and tireless in various lines of good work, and her inspiration, sympathy and 
encouragement was due in no small measure to the large success of her hus- 
band; she was popular with a wide circle of friends, being a loyal and loving 
wife, a good neighbor and sincere friend. She was cultured and refined, 
modest in all her efforts, attending to life's duties with loyalty and devotion, 
doing whatever her hands found to do with modesty and without ostentation. 
Few women in Iowa Falls have been more closely identified with the city's 
development than Mrs. Farrington, and few projects have been undertaken 
for the welfare of this city in which she was not one of the prime factors 
For many years she was a prominent woman in social and club life here and 
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was one of the originators of the City Federation of Women's Clubs, and on 
frequent occasions represented local clubs as a delegate to state associations 
of similar clubs. She was devoted to all her friends, was a good woman, 
and her noble example has been as a shining light to her family and many 
friends, for, like Dorcas, the good woman whose example is chronicled in 
Holy Writ, she believed in letting her light shine and in scattering sunshine 
wherever she went, thus leaving behind her a glorious heritage. 



GEORGE NEWHALL. 

Musicians do not master harmony from the study of discord; artists do 
not learn of symmetry by the study of deformity, and bankers do not learn 
good money by studying counterfeits; but harmony, symmetry and good 
money are recognized as real and true, while discords, deformities and coun- 
terfeits are abnormal, wrong and erroneous. A discord may not jar the un- 
educated ear, a deformity may not appear hideous to the unenlightened eye, 
and a counterfeit may seem real to the ignorant until the truth is known con- 
cerning each; and when it is known, the erroneous beliefs of banker, artist 
and musician disappear. We usually find what we look for in this world. 
George Newhall, of Sherman township, Hardin county, has looked for tangi- 
ble results from his hard daily labors all along life's highway and his early 
dreams have been realized — not because he expected them to be, but because 
he has fashioned his course along approved methods and not permitted ob- 
stacles of any description to turn him aside. 

Mr. Newhall was born at Lynn, Massachusetts, October 19, 1853. He 
is the son of Joseph and Nancy (Hardin) Newhall, the father a native of 
Lynn. Massachusetts, and the latter of Indianapolis, Indiana. The elder New- 
hall grew up in Massachusetts and in 1836 he and his two brothers, Isaac and 
John, went to Burlington, Iowa, being among the first settlers there, Joseph 
remaining several years. In 1851 he went to Poweshiek county, this state, 
and entered wild land from the government, it being partly timbered and lo- 
cated six miles east of Montezuma. This he improved and made a home, later 
moving to Kellogg, Iowa, and retired and there his death occurred; his wife 
died in Colfax, Iowa. He was a Quaker and she a Methodist ; they w ere the 
parents of the following children : Mary lives in Colfax. Iowa ; Margaret lives 
in Davenport; George D., of this review; Elizabeth lives in Missouri. 

George D. Newhall was educated in the common schools and lived at 
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home until he was twenty-one years of age, in 1874. He farmed in Poweshiek 
and Jasper counties until 1883, then came to Hardin county and located in 
Concord township, buying one hundred and sixty acres in section 17, Sherman 
township, and later bought one hundred and sixty acres in section 30, this 
township, which was partly improved. There he remained until 1901, then 
bought one hundred and twenty acres in section 6, Sherman township, where 
he now resides, formerly known as the Butterworth place. This he has 
brought up to a high standard of improvement and cultivation, and he has 
added ninety-six acres just north of the original purchase. In connection 
with general farming he raises a good grade of cattle, Poland-China hogs 
and draft horses. He has a good home and every convenience. 

Mr. Newhall was married in Jasper county, Iowa, in 1881, to Ida Knat- 
ser, of that county, and this union resulted in the birth of the following chil- 
dren : Lawrence is farming a part of his father's place ; he married Martha 
Tysdahl, a native of Hamilton county, Iowa; Mamie is at home; John and 
George are farming at home ; Alma is at home. These children were all edu- 
cated in the home schools. 

Mr. Newhall is a Republican but he has never aspired to public offices. 

The parents of Mrs. Newhall came from Wayne county, Kentucky, 
where Mrs. Newhall was born. They came to Jasper county, Iowa, in 1865, 
and followed farming. There were eight children in their family, as follows: 
John, deceased; Charles; Ida, wife of George Newhall; Alleck; four died in 
infancy. The mother of Mrs. Newhall died in 1907 in Adams county, Ne- 
braska, and her father died in 1908. 



ZENAS J. BUMP. 

Among the men of Hardin county who have appreciated present-day 
opportunities and have profited by their ingenuity and persistency in the 
world's affairs as a result of the favorable conditions existing in the great 
commonwealth of Iowa is Zenas J. Bump, one of the owners of extensive 
farming interests, but who is now living retired in Iowa Falls. His valuable 
property has been acquired through his own efforts, his persistency of pur- 
pose and his determination, and the legitimate rewards of right living and 
honest toil are today his. 

Mr. Bump was born in Walworth county, Wisconsin, August 3, 
He is the son of John Orville and Cynthia (Reynolds) Bump. The father 
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was bom in Vermont, not far from Rutland, and the mother was from 
New Hampshire. Zenas Bump, the paternal grandfather, who was a de- 
scendant of the famous sea fighter, John Paul Jones, and also was de- 
scended from a sister of Ethan Allen, of Revolutionary fame, was a soldier 
in the war of 181 2. John O. Bump was born on March 2, 181 6, at Middle- 
bury, Vermont, and his death occurred on January 28, 1899, at I° wa FalIs - 
Iowa. His wife, known in her maidenhood as Cynthia S. Reynolds, was 
born February 13, 1819, at Danville, Vermont, and she died on January 
4, 1903, both dying at the home of William Haines. They spent their 
early lives in New England and were married at Colton, St. Lawrence 
county, New York, in 1839. The Bump family moved from Wisconsin in 
the spring of 1864, to Iowa Falls. Mr. and Mrs. John O. Bump were 
the parents of the following children: Sarah E., now Mrs. Walter Car- 
penter, was born on November 28, 1840, in Matildasville, New York; Mil- 
dred M., who married William Haines, was born on August 9, 1842, at 
Potsdam, New York; Maria S., who was born at Potsdam, New York, 
April 26, 1844, married Melton Marble and died at Table Rock, Nebraska, 
April 29, 1872; Zenas J., of this review; Alba R., born January 24, 1847, 
in Decatur, Green county, Wisconsin, was in Company M, Second Wisconsin 
Volunteer Cavalry ; Julia A., born July 15, 1849, died November 15, 
1849; Andrew, born November 17, 1851, died in May, 1867; Clara E., 
born July 20, 1855, married J. W. Price and lives near Cooper, South 
Dakota; Milton G., born in Green county, Wisconsin, June 17, 1857, now 
lives at Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Zenas J. Bump grew up on a farm in Wisconsin, remaining there until 
he was eighteen years of age. He received his education in the common 
schools. In 1864 he accompanied the family to Ellis township, Hardin 
county, Iowa, where the father bought a farm. He has devoted his life 
to farming with very satisfactory results. He was married in 1871 to 
Phoebe C. Carpenter, sister of Walter Carpenter, whose sketch appears 
in this volume. They have three children: George A. lives on a farm 
in Ellis township; he married Riada Buzzell, and they have had five chil- 
dren, one dying when two years old ; those living are, Delight, Lottie, Alva 
and Caroline. John O., the second child of the subject, also lives on a farm 
in Ellis township, married Blanche Taylor, and they have two children, 
Leo and I^alph. Walter Neil Bump, who lives at Jewell, Iowa, engaged as 
a minister in the Methodist church, married Anna Smallridge, daughter of 
J. H. Smallridge, and they have two sons and a daughter, DeForest, Wil- 
bur and Mildred. 

(53) 
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A year after his marriage Zenas J. Bump bought a farm of eighty 
acres in section 10, Ellis township, this county. Here he prospered and 
added more land to his original purchase until he is now the owner of 
three hundred and twenty acres of as valuable land as the county affords, 
one hundred and twenty acres lying in section 4, near his original tract 
He brought this land up to a high state of improvement and cultivation and 
successfully carried on general farming and stock raising until 1899, when 
he gave up active work and bought a comfortable home in Iowa Falls, where 
he still resides. He has kept his farms in Ellis township, which are operated 
successfully by his sons, he merely looking after them in a general way. 
He is a man of many splendid characteristics which have won for him a wide 
circle of friends since casting his lot with the people of this locality. 



HUMPHREY MONTGOMERY. 

Among the thriving farmers and stock raisers of Hardin county the 
gentleman whose name introduces this article is especially conspicuous. Start- 
ing out with practically no capital or assistance, he has gradually forged to 
the iront and has long since become one of the substantial citizens of his 
community, which he has seen develop from a wild prairie to a foremost 
position in agricultural importance .and it is useless to add that he has played 
an important role in this work, having always had the affairs of his locality at 
heart and ready at all times to further any laudable undertaking having as its 
object the general good. 

Humphrey Montgomery was born at Lafayette, Indiana, December 24. 
1840, and he is the son of Charles and Maria (Mellinger) Montgomery. 
When he was a year old the family moved to Kankakee county, Illinois. The 
subject grew up on the home farm and worked on the same during the sum- 
mer months, attending the district schools during the winter time, and he 
remained under the parental roof tree until 1856, in which year he moved to 
Dubuque county. Iowa. They went by stage from Dubuque to near Dyers- 
ville. where they located on a farm. Dyersville was then the western termi- 
nus of the railroad, but trains were not yet running that far. 

Charles Montgomery, father of the subject, was born in Scotland, from 
which country he emigrated to America when a small boy and he lived in 
Illinois until his death, which occurred when his son. Humphrey, of this re- 
view, was about fifteen years of age. From that time on the son began 
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working out for himself, for his mother was left destitute, the father having 
been robbed of all they had. The mother had two uncles in Dubuque and 
the subject came and worked for them awhile. In the fall of i860 he came 
to Iowa Falls, where his maternal grandfather, William Mellinger, resided, 
and here he has continued to reside, his residence of over a half century here 
resulting in a great amount of mutual good to himself and the community. 
During that long period he was not absent from his hearthstone only during 
four years that he served his country during the Civil war, and this he did 
most faithfully and well according to his comrades, having enlisted about the 
end of July, 1861, in Company C, Sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He was 
in the Army of the Tennessee and fought under Grant at Shiloh, then at 
Jackson, Mississippi, then took part in the campaign against Vicksburg. For 
some time he was in pursuit of Gen. Joe Wheeler; then he was at Haines' 
Bluff until after the city was invested, thence went in pursuit of Johnson, and 
after the city surrendered went to Jackson and re-took the place. Then the 
regiment marched into Tennessee, from Memphis to Chattanooga to rein- 
force Thomas and was in the battle of Missionary Ridge. From there they 
went on the Atlanta campaign and fought at Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, 
where the regiment lost heavily, then at Dalton and many skirmishes, then 
the battle of Atlanta. The regiment then marched to Savannah and there 
took boats to Buford, South Carolina, marched through the Carolinas to 
Columbia, fighting on the way, and captured Columbia after a hard fight, 
this regiment having laid the pontoon bridges across the river under a heavy 
artillery fire. After taking Columbia they marched to Raleigh and did con- 
siderable skirmishing on the way. Just before taking Raleigh they learned 
of Lee's surrender. After Johnson surrendered Raleigh the regiment started 
for Richmond, Virginia, where they remained two or three days, then marched 
on to Washington, D. C, and took part in the Grand Review. Mr. Mont- 
gomery then came by rail to Louisville, Kentucky, where he remained about 
two weeks, then was ordered to Davenport, Iowa, where he was paid off and 
mustered out in the summer of 1865, after more than four years of strenuous 
and gallant service for the Union. While on the raid down through Georgia 
he was wounded at Grizzleville, a piece of shell having struck him between 
the ankle and instep; his hand was also badly lacerated by a bursting shell 
and he was crippled during the rest of the march. 

After his splendid army career Mr. Montgomery returned to his home at 
Iowa Falls and here he rented a farm and began raising a crop on a place 
southwest of Iowa Falls. Two years later he rented in the southern part of 
Hardin township. About this time he purchased a small tract near George- 
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town. Five or six years later he purchased eighty acres near where he was 
renting and continued farming for himself. Six or seven years later he 
bought another eighty of adjoining land. About fourteen years later he 
bought another eighty, making a very valuable and desirable farm of two 
hundred and forty acres in all. This he placed under modern and substantial 
improvements and advanced to a high state of cultivation and carried on gen- 
eral farming and stock raising on an extensive scale for many years, making 
it a point to keep a good grade of live stock all the while, being especially 
fond of good horses, and his live stock, owing to its fine quality, always found 
a very ready market. He has a beautiful and pleasant home and good out- 
buildings, all well kept. 

Politically, Mr. Montgomery is a Republican and has ever been loyal to 
its principles, taking an active part in county affairs and he has held various 
township offices. He is a member of the Congregational church and a libera! 
supporter of the same. 

Mr. Montgomery was married, in March, 1878, to Mary Mellinger. 
daughter of William and Dorcas (Wood) Mellinger, and they have five 
children, namely : Myrtle married Joseph Pierce, and they live in Jackson 
township and have two children; George married Gertie Havens; they live on 
the father's farm in the south part of Hardin township and have two chil- 
dren; Lee married Grace Webb; they also live on the father's farm and 
have two children ; Olive is the wife of Austin Fuller and they live in Iowa 
Falls; Millie, who has remained unmarried, is at home with her parents. 

Mr. Montgomery was one of the organizers of the Charles Payne Post 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, the post being named in honor of his 
old bunk-mate, Charles Payne, who was killed at Shiloh. Mr. Montgomery 
has continued an active member of this post to the present time. 



ROBERT CAMPBELL. 

There are but few of the original pioneers of Hardin county now living 
The late Robert Campbell was one of those few who came to this county 
when it was wild and settlers were few. He settled on a prairie farm and 
slowly improved it and added to his holdings until he became a large land 
owner and prosperous, while the country, which was wild prairie when he 
came to it, is now one of the most productive farming regions of the United 
States, the home of many happy and contented people. 
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Robert Campbell was born on October 9, 1827, in Perry county, Penn- 
sylvania, the son of James and Rebecca (Gordon) Campbell. His parents 
were natives of the same county, who grew up, married and lived there until 
1832. James Campbell was the son of James, who came from Scotland at the 
age of seventeen, was an early settler in Perry county, Pennsylvania, and mar- 
ried Miss Kiser, of German descent, whose parents were among the first set- 
tlers of Crawford county, Ohio. Their children were John, James (the father 
of Robert), William, Betsy and Sarah. James Campbell went to Crawford 
county, Ohio, in 1832, took up new land, cleared it and built up a good farm, 
on which he died. In politics he was a Democrat. Rebecca Gordon, his wife, 

was the daughter of William and (Kitch) Gordon, her mother being 

of German descent. Her brothers and sisters were Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Julia, Rachel, Leah and John. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Campbell, Jr., were the parents of the following 
children: William K., who died in Putnam county, Ohio; James, deceased, a 
farmer in Crawford county, Ohio; Robert; John, who died at the age of four; 
Leah, deceased, who married first William Leopold, and after his death Jacob 
Cline; Josiah, a retired farmer of Toledo, Ohio; Elizabeth, deceased, the wife 
of George Cline, deceased; Sarah Ann, deceased, the wife of Eli Heckard; 
and Benjamin F., for the past forty years an engineer on the Pennsylvania 
railroad, living at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Robert Campbell received his education in the common schools of Ohio, 
and after his marriage came, in the fall of 1855, to Cedar county, Iowa, and 
the following spring to Hardin county, first locating on forty acres in section 
17. Union township. On this he put up a log cabin, and while erecting this 
lived in a rail pen for six weeks. He broke and improved this farm, and con- 
tinued to add to it during his years of active life, becoming very prosperous. 
In politics he was a Democrat. He was a member of no church ; his wife was 
a Free Will Baptist. His death occurred on April 18, 191 1. 

In 1850 Robert Campbell married Mary A. David, the daughter of Isaac 
and Jane (Ried) David, of Clinton county, Pennsylvania. Isaac David died 
in Clinton county, after which his wife came to Cedar and later to Hardin 
county, Iowa, where she died. Mrs. Mary A. Campbell died on December 22. 
1904. after many years of contented wedded life. She was the mother of the 
following children: Albion I.; Samantha Jane, of Custer, Washington; Re- 
becca E., of Jamestown, North Dakota; James R., deceased ; William A., on 
the old home place; Sarah D., of Custer, Washington; Andrew C, of Gifford, 
Iowa; Sidney, deceased. 

William A. Campbell was born August 4, 1861, and was educated in the 
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home schools, and has always lived on the home farm with his father. On 
September 4. 1897, he was married to Mrs. Henry Radtke, who was born in 
1867, the daughter of William Klahn, of Germany. Her father and her hus- 
band both died in Germany, and in 1887 she came to America. Two (laugh- 
ters, Gratha I. and Alma A., were born of her first marriage. 

Robert Campbell and his son William gave much attention to stock rais- 
ing and bred Poland China hogs, short-horn cattle and kept Norman horses. 
The stock is of a high grade of excellence. Robert Campbell was honored and 
respected by all who knew him. The life of himself and of the Campbell fam- 
ily there is abundant proof of the vigor and hardiness of the old Scotch stock, 
than which no other race has given better citizens to America. 



WILLIAM P. LAKE. 

Hardin county is now an old one and, this being the case, most of the 
farmers and property owners, indeed most of her population, were born in 
other localities, the major part of them in Eastern states. One of the enter- 
prising and worthy native sons of Ellis township, where he has long main- 
tained his home and where he still resides, is William P. Lake, representative 
of one of our leading pioneer families and a man of many praiseworthy traits. 

Mr. Lake was born here May 6, 1866. He is the son of Florentine Lake, 
who was born February 18, 1833, and whose death occurred on September 
23, 1906. He was the son of Joseph Lake, of Ohio, who married Effeline 
Bedell, a native of Ohio; she married a second time, her last husband being 
W. Warden; his death occurred about 1889; she died in this county. Flor- 
entine Lake was the only child born to his parents. When a small boy he 
went with his parents to Kosciusko county, Indiana, and there grew to ma- 
turity and received a common school education. In 1854 he went to Lynn 
county, Iowa, where he remained until about i860, when he came to Ellis 
township, Hardin county, and settled in section 20. He was married on April 
10, 1857, to Delilah Scott, of Knox county. Indiana. She was the daughter 
of James and Mary (Wisehart) Scott, both of Ohio, who came to Lynn 
county, Iowa, about 1838, among the earliest pioneers. They were com- 
pelled to do their trading in Dubuque, and to buy their flour in Illinois, they 
living many miles from any place where provisions could be procured. Mr 
Scott devoted his life to farming and became well-to-do for those days, own- 
ing a large tract of land. He married a second time, his last wife being 
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Hulda Newton, of Virginia, whose death occurred in Lynn county, Iowa. He 
had six children by his first wife, namely: Nancy died unmarried; Sarah 
married James Poyner, of Black Hawk county, Iowa; Delilah, the wife of 
Florentine Lake; John, now deceased, was a farmer at Indianola, Iowa; 
Thomas is farming at Atlanta, Iowa. The following children were by James 
Scott and his second wife: Rebecca lives in Santa Anna, California; Jasper 
lives in Lynn county, Iowa; Margaret also lives in Lynn county; Samuel lives 
in the West; Emily lives in O'Brien county, Iowa. 

Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Florentine Lake, namely: 
Joseph H., who is farming at Hebron, Nebraska, married Mary McConlog; 
Mary F. married William Winterfield, of Radcliffe, Iowa; Harrison S. lives 
at Wood Lake, Nebraska; Nancy E. married Walter Miller, of Allison, Iowa, 
and she died October 12, 1910; John, who married Jennie Sunderland, lives at 
Holden, Canada; James S., who married Adel Cunningham, is farming in 
Ellis township, this county; William T., of this review; Cornelius B., who 
married Amanda Fredericks, is farming in Hardin township, this county; 
Charles died when four years old ; Nellie E. married Adelbert Winterfield and 
they live in Woodstock, Minnesota. 

Florentine Lake and wife settled in Ellis township in i860. He first got 
one hundred and sixty acres. Being a hard worker and an excellent manager, 
he prospered from the first and in due course of time became one of the sub- 
stantial and best known citizens of this part of the county; he added to his 
original holdings from time to time until he became the owner of nine hun- 
dred acres of valuable land, on which he made all improvements and brought 
up to high state of cultivation. He began life in typical pioneer fashion here, 
building first a log cabin, sixteen by twenty feet. Later he built a modern, 
commodious home. In connection with general farming, he raised and fed 
cattle on a large scale. He followed threshing for many years in various parts 
of the county. He became one of the best known men in the county and was 
highly respected by all who knew him from the start. He was always a Demo- 
crat, but never an aspirant for office. 

William T. Lake, of this review, was reared on the old homestead in 
Ellis township, this county, where he assisted with the general work about 
the place when a boy, attending the common schools in the winter time. On 
January 20, 1892, he was married to Edna Carpenter, of Ellis township ; she 
was the daughter of George and Sophia (Fox) Carpenter, the father a na- 
tive of Jefferson county, Wisconsin, and the mother of Mecklenburg, Ger- 
many. The father came to this county when a boy, with his parents, who 
settled in Ellis township, where they secured a good farm and spent the rest 
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of their lives, both being now deceased. To George Carpenter and wife two 
children were born, Edna, wife of Mr. Lake, and Frank E., who married 
Rebecca Reynolds, is a traveling salesman and lives at Des Moines, Iowa. 

William T. Lake and wife have one daughter, Lela N., who is still a mem- 
ber of the home circle. 

William T. Lake has always been a farmer and his efforts in this direc- 
tion have met with uninterrupted success. In connection with general farm- 
ing he raises a fine grade of short-horn cattle. He lives on the old Carpenter 
farm, six and one-half miles south of Iowa Falls. His mother, widow of 
Florentine Lake, now makes her home among her children. She is well 
preserved and has an excellent memory, and she often relates many interest- 
ing things relative to the early history of Hardin county and the state of Iowa. 



THOMAS THORP. 

A man's reputation is the property of the world, for the laws of nature 
have forbidden isolation. Every human being either submits to the control- 
ling influence of others or wields an influence which touches, controls, guides 
or misdirects others. If he be honest and successful in his chosen field of en- 
deavor, investigation will brighten his fame and point the way along which 
others may follow with like success. The reputation of Thomas Thorp, one 
of the leading citizens of Iowa Falls, Hardin county, having been unassailable 
all along the highway of life, according to those who have known him best, it 
is believed that a critical study of his career will be of benefit to the reader, 
for it has not only been one of honor but of usefulness also. 

Mr. Thorp is the scion of a sterling family of the Badger state, his 
birth having occurred in Lafayette county, that state, on January 30, 1856. 
He is the son of James F. and Elizabeth (Simons) Thorp, both natives of 
England where they were educated, grew up and they were married after they 
came to America and there devoted themselves to farming pursuits, locating 
in Lafayette county, Wisconsin, where they secured a good home. The 
father died in 1892 and the mother's death occurred in 1876. 

Thomas Thorp grew up on the home farm and assisted with the general 
work about the place, attending the common schools in the winter time. In 
1877 he was united in marriage with Analine Kempthorn. of Jo Daviess 
county, Illinois, and that year came to Franklin county, Iowa. This union 
resulted in the birth of the following children : J. T., who is now farming m 



Digitized by Googl 



Digiti zed by Go 6gIe 




Digitized by VjOO 



THOMAS THORP 



Digitized by Goo gle 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA 



8 4 I 



Franklin county, Iowa; Arthur K. lives in Floyd county, Iowa; Nellie is now 
attending Ellsworth College. The wife and mother passed away in 1903. 

Thomas Thorp first rented land for three years, then bought eighty 
acres, afterwards adding to his original purchase until he became the owner 
of two hundred and forty acres of excellent land in Franklin county, Iowa. 
He afterwards engaged in the furniture business in Iowa Falls, also other 
lines of endeavor claimed his attention, and he met with a large measure of 
success at whatever he attempted, becoming, in due course of time, one of the 
substantial and influential business men of this vicinity. 

Mr. Thorp is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, also the 
Order of Fraternal Bankers of Cedar Rapids, He is a Republican in politics 
and for several years was township trustee of Lee township, Franklin county. 
Iowa, also held other township offices, always with satisfaction to the people. 

Mr. Thorp was married a second time, having espoused, in November. 
1906, Mrs. Jennie (Wells) Cady, of Iowa Falls, and they are now living 
retired in their modern, cozy and beautiful home in Iowa Falls. Mrs. Thorp 
has been secretary and treasurer for twenty years of the Ladies Social 
Gathering. 

Addison A. Wells, who was the father of Mrs. Thorp, was born in 1832 
in Cattaraugus county, New York. He was a stone-mason and contractor 
and he moved to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1855. In St. Charles county, 
Illinois, he was married to Mary Ann Marvin, daughter of Seth Marvin, and 
the following children were born to them : Carlton S., living near Emmets- 
burg, Iowa; Jennie, wife of Mr. Thorp of this review; Elmer M., deceased; 
May is the wife of C. W. Cook, of Emmet, Idaho; Nina married L. P. Still- 
man, of Dolliver, Iowa. The death of Addison A. Wells occurred in 1905, 
after a useful and industrious life. He was a member of the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, the Masonic fraternity and the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. He was a contractor and bflilder, a promoter, a public spirited 
man to whom Iowa Falls owes much. His father, Joseph Wells, died at the 
age of seventy-four years, dying on the fiftieth anniversary of his marriage. 
He brought his family to Iowa Falls in August, 1855, and continued to live 
here until his death, about 1876. He is remembered as one of the honest, 
industrious pioneers, firm in his convictions, religiously and politically, and he 
always took a definite stand on every important question. A fine mechanic, 
he left enduring monuments of his handiwork in this locality. He was a good 
man in every sense of the word. 

Harrison Cady, first husband of Mrs. Thorp, was born in Boone, Illinois, 
on May 7, 1843, where he lived during the earlier part of his life. In the 
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year 1862, while a student at Beloit College, he enlisted in the Union army as 
a volunteer and was appointed provost marshal, in which capacity he served 
three years or until the close of the war. He was a member of the governor's 
staff and as such went with the governor to meet the remains of President 
Lincoln when they were brought home to Springfield, Illinois, for burial. A 
few years after the war he moved to Waverly, Iowa, and in 1868 to Iowa 
Falls, where he engaged in the jewelry business. The frame building which 
he occupied was burned in the disastrous fire of 1874, but most of his stock- 
was saved and afterwards he occupied quarters in the hardware store of T. B 
Knapp, later occupying a building with S. V. Smith, the two entering into 
partnership in 1881 under the firm name of Smith & Cady, which continued 
until the death of the junior partner. On May 6, 1881. Mr. Cady was united 
in marriage with Jennie Wells. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity 
As a young man he was possessed of unusual energy and strength. He was 
captain of the first fire department at Iowa Falls, the hook and ladder company 
which rendered efficient service in the fire of 1874. He was at one time 
deputy sheriff of Hardin county, and was elected for three successive terms 
mayor of Iowa Falls. As a public servant, he gave eminent satisfaction to all 
concerned. 

Mr. Cady's death occurred on May 3, 1891, when he lacked a few days 
of his forty-ninth birthday. Generous, sympathetic and kind, he will long 
have a warm place in the hearts and memories of the people of Iowa Falls. 



ABRAM FLETCHER REPP. 

Prominently connected with the history of Hardin county during the 
generation that is just past, the record of the late Abram Fletcher Repp i> 
eminently worthy of permanent record. Greater fortunes have been accumu- 
lated by others in this favored section of the great commonwealth of Iowa, 
but few lives furnish a more striking example of the wise application of sound 
principles, safe conservatism and correct ideals than does his. There was 
nothing small or narrow in his composition, but on the contrary he took broad 
and liberal views of men and affairs and stood "four square to all the world, 
a splendid example of well rounded manhood and a model worthy of imita- 
tion by those with careers and destinies yet to be achieved. 

Mr. Repp was born at New Windsor. Maryland, September 30. 185 1. 
and he was the son of William and Ann M. (Baile) Repp. He grew up on a 
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farm in Maryland and when twenty years of age came to Manteno, Illinois, 
wheie he engaged in farm work about five years. He then moved to Sand- 
wich, that state, where he continued the same occupation and lived there 
seven ;ears. He moved to Iowa about 1880 and bought a farm four miles 
north rf Iowa Falls and lived there one year, then bought a fine farm seven 
miles scithtast of Iowa Falls, consisting of one hundred and twenty acres, 
where htcontinued general farming and stock raising in a successful manner 
until Mai>h, 1901, when he moved to Iowa Falls, where he spent the remain- 
der of hisdays. After moving to this city he bought a farm of one hundred 
and sixty t:res north of here. He was very successful in a business way and 
owned a mdern and pleasant home. 

Mr. R*p was married on February 17, 1875, to Isabelle Rogers, daugh- 
ter of Davk Kendall Rogers and Margaret (Yerdon) Rogers, of Herkimer 
county NewYork, from which also came David and Betsey Rogers, grand- 
parents of Ms. Repp. Margaret (Yerdon) Rogers was also a native of the 
state of New 7 ork. Mrs. Repp was born and reared at Sandwich, Illinois, to 
which place hr parents came from Herkimer county, New York. 

To Mr. ad Mrs. Repp two sons were born, David William, born Sep- 
tember it, 187, and Oliver Wendell, born June 24, 1881. The latter grew 
up on tie hone farm near Iowa Falls and lived there until 1900, when he 
moved nto tht city, where he was employed for one year in Fidler's book 
store. Then h< worked a year in the Iowa Falls Creamery, his next employ- 
ment b'ng witn the J. M. Rinehart grocery store, where he remained until 
he secied employment with the Stewart Lumber Company's yard, where he 
has bb employed about eight years, rendering the utmost satisfaction to the 
compa\ He belongs to Alpine Lodge No. 7, Knights of Pythias, also is a 



Accidt and Insurance Company. 

Jvid W. Repp, mentioned above, is the efficient and popular manager 
of thStewart Lumber Company, is married and has his own home. His 
skeicippears elsewhere in this volume. Both these sons are excellent busi- 
ness n and highly respected in business and social circles. 

e death of Abram F. Repp, of this review, occurred in July, 1909. 
He ^always manifested a due interest in public life and served his com- 
muiity s park commissioner of Iowa Falls, and, taking a great deal of 
prde ir^g parks, the city owes much to him for the present beautiful park 
sjstem. f e remained in this capacity until his death. He was for years a 
drector t h e Hardin County Fair Association, and much of its success was 
die to hi. fforts< 




He is secretary of the Fireman's 
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Mrs. Repp, a woman who enjoys the esteem of a wide circle of fnends, 
is living with her sons in Iowa Falls. Mr. Repp was well known, his good 
nature and genial disposition giving him a w r arm place in everybody's heart 
and he was popular throughout the county. No man was more just ani hon- 
est in his dealings than he, and his entire career was characterized by *pright- 
ncss and usefulness. 



CALEB CAMPBELL. 

The lamented subject of this biographical memoir, now deceaed, was in 
life one of the highly esteemed citizens of Iowa Falls and one of Jie pioneers 
of the state of Iowa, and was also one of the brave boys in blue who volun- 
teered to preserve the honor of his country's flag and to save the Union from 
disintegration through the nefarious acts of the hot-headed poliicians of the 
South who urged secession upon the credulous people of thi section and 
brought on the internecine rebellion which resulted so disastrously to them- 
selves and an enormous cost in lives and treasure to the invulnerable and un- 
conquerable North. Thus for many reasons it is eminently fitting that his 
name be perpetuated on the pages of his country's history. 

Caleb Campbell was born in the state of New York, probably Genesee 
county, on December 28, 1837, and he is the son of Abner and Polly (Eymer) 
Campbell. When he was between eight and ten years old the family came to 
Jo Daviess county, Illinois, where he grew to manhood, and while living in 
that state he enlisted, in September, j86i, at Warren, Illinois, in the Union 
army, the troop to which he was sent into Missouri becoming Company C. 
Third Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. In November following his enlistment 
he was attacked by the measles, and, having taken a severe cold before recov- 
ering, nearly succumbed, and he was discharged for physical disability. He 
again joined the army in October, 1864, and remained a faithful soldier un'.il 
the close of the war, after which he returned to Jo Daviess county, Illinois. 
and resumed farming and stock raising and soon had a good start. 

On May 12, 1867, Mr. Campbell was united in marriage with lsora E. 
Bruce, in Lafayette county, Wisconsin. She was born at Dixon, Lee county. 
Illinois, but she was reared in Jo Daviess county. She is the daughter of 
Edward L. and Delilah (Fitzsimmons) Bruce. Her parents came from Gene- 
see county, New York. In March, 1878, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell came to 
Wright county, Iowa, and the following year moved on to Hardin county ard 
located in Buckeye township. There he bought a farm and four or five years 
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later added an additional eighty acres, making two hundred and forty acres 
in all. This he brought up to a high state of improvement and cultivation 
and became one of the most successful and progressive general agriculturists 
in his locality. The county was fairly well settled up by that time, but farms 
were new and not well improved and but little fencing was to be seen. He 
continued farming until the spring of 1897, when he retired from active life 
and moved to a pleasant home in Iowa Falls, where he lived until his death, 
on May 29, 1906. His widow survives. Her mother's parents were John and 
Susan (Lazenbee) Fitzsimmons. The father of John Fitzsimmons was born 
in Ireland and his mother in Germany. Susan Lazenbee was born in New 
York state. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Campbell the following children were born : French B., 
who lives at Williams, Iowa, married Effie Ranger, and they have five chil- 
dren; John F., who lives at Stanhope, Iowa, is a minister in the Methodist 
church, and he married Mary Belle Bogie, who has borne him three children; 
Isora E., who married J. L. Bushman, lives at Woden, Iowa, and has four 
daughters; Delilah, who married Charles E. Hubbell, lives on a farm in 
Wright county, near Downs, and has three children; Edward A., who lives 
on a farm in Franklin county, married Ivy M. Porter, and they have two 
children; Franklin L. lives in Iowa Falls with his mother. 

Politically, Mr. Campbell was a Republican and always took a due in- 
terest in public affairs. He was a member of the Methodist church, to which 
Mrs. Campbell also belongs. He did not profess Christianity until h? was 
forty-five years old, but after that he was a most earnest and zealous church- 
man. He was a man fond of home and family, a determined character, gen- 
erous, frank, courageous and kind-hearted, so that all who knew him admired 
and respected him. 



J 



1 



i 



ROBERT T. WARD. 



The old and estimable citizen whose career is briefly reviewed in this 
connection is a native of England, born at Bridgeport, a seaport of Dorset- 
shire, on the 14th of January, 1827. He spent his childhood and youth in 
his native city and at the early age of twelve and one-half years entered upon 
an apprenticeship to a wheelwright, with whom he was indentured to remain 
until attaining his majority, receiving one shilling per week for the first two 
years, with a weekly increase of one shilling thereafter for each year suc- 
ceeding until the expiration of his term of service. Some idea of the strin- 
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gent regulations under which young Ward learned his trade may be learned 
from the fact that his indenture not only prohibited him from marrying 
during his apprenticeship, hut from keeping company with the opposite sex, 
from playing dice, or any game of chance, and from frequenting drinking 
places and other resorts calculated to foster evil habits and impair his use- 
fulness as a workman. During his period of service, he lived at home and 
clothed himself and, as opportunities afforded, attended of evenings a me- 
chanical institute where he acquired a knowledge of the elementary branches, 
besides receiving instruction in certain lines of mechanical work. By apply- 
ing himself diligently* he soon mastered the principles of his trade and at the 
expiration of the time for which indentured, he had the reputation of being a 
very competent and skillful workman. 

Mr. Ward's experience while learning his trade was not always a pleas- 
ant one. as he served a hard master, who worked his apprentices upon an aver- 
age of eleven hours per day, and not infrequently considerably in excess of 
that time. He appears to have gotten along quite well, however, and had he 
seen fit to remain in his own country, might in due time have succeeded hi? 
old master in the position which the latter held. With the object in view of 
bettering his condition in the United States, he took passage May 19, 1851. 
on the sailing vessel "Princeton." bound for New York, and after a tiresome 
voyage of seven weeks, during a considerable portion of which time the ship 
was becalmed and made no headway, he finally arrived at his destination 
where he found himself a stranger in a strange land. Proceeding via the 
Erie canal to Buffalo, he took a steamer at the latter place for Cleveland 
where he soon secured employment in a carriage shop. Later he worked in 
the car shops of that city, and while there met a cousin, a former schoolmate 
of his and who had come to America several years previously. 

Mr. Ward spent about six years in Cleveland, mostly in the passenger 
car shops, and stood high in the confidence and esteem of the company by 
which employed. The mayor of the city at that time, the Hon. George B. 
Senter. who some time before had purchased a large tract of land in Hardin 
county. Iowa, opposite Towa Falls, was contemplating laying out a town on 
this land where he had already a large lumber mill in successful operation 
Learning of the subject's mechanical ability, he called on the latter and after 
a little persuasion, coupled with the promise of remunerative employment, in- 
duced him to go west and assist in furthering the enterprise. In due time 
Georgetown was laid out on the site contemplated and it was then that Mr. 
Ward located and entered upon what proved to be a long, useful and exceed- 
ingly successful career as a mechanic. He was first employed as a carpenter. 
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in which capacity he erected a number of buildings of different kinds for 
Mr. Senter, principally in Georgetown. Later he worked at wagonmaking 
and repairing, and finally established a shop of his own in the new town, 
which was soon extensively patronized. During his three years' residence 
in Georgetown, he not only operated his shop, but followed various other lines 
of mechanical work, including the building of homes, laying stone and brick, 
plastering, making doors, sash, erecting churches, school houses and other 
public edifices, etc., and becoming widely known as one of the most useful 
men of the place. He also purchased a tract of land on the north side of the 
river on which he started a nursery, the first enterprise of the kind in the 
vicinity and doubtless the first in the county. On September 29, 1857, he 
became a naturalized citizen of the United States, this being the first business 
transacted in the new court house and he the first foreigner in Hardin county 
to be invested with the rights and privileges of citizenship. It is also worthy 
of note that his naturalization was the first official act of Judge Thompson, 
who had been elected to the bench only a short time before. 

While living in Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Ward bought a lot on which he 
afterwards built a house. On leaving the city he was desirous of disposing of 
the property; accordingly he sold it to a colored man for one thousand dol- 
lars, receiving only three hundred dollars down, which he deposited in a 
canal bank, such as was then common in various parts of Ohio and other 
central states. The institution closing its doors within a short time, he lost 
his money and the negro failing to meet this obligation, he traded the balance 
due on the property for twenty-five or more lots in Georgetown. The city, 
however, did not come up to the high expectations of its founder and it was 
not long until the majority of the residents disposed of their possessions and 
moved elsewhere, thus proving a death blow to the further progress of the 
place, as well as to the hopes of the subject of ever realizing a dollar from his 
investment. Mr. Ward left Georgetown at the end of three years, moving in 
1863 to the tract of land north of the river where he had previously started a 
nursery. There he resided for a period of thirty-three years, during which 
time he cleared and reduced to cultivation one hundred and fifteen acres, near- 
ly all heavily timbered, and made a fine home, besides devoting a large part 
of his time to various kinds of mechanical work. Since the death of his wife 
in 1895, he has lived with his children, being in comfortable circumstances 
and no longer under the necessity of laboring for a livelihood. 

Mr. Ward was married in the old country a few months prior to the 
twenty-first anniversary of his birth and by the favor of his master, before 
the expiration of his apprenticeship, to Mary Gale, a native of the same city 
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in which he was born. The union, a long and mutually happy one, was ter- 
minated by the death of Mrs. Ward, on the nth day of May, 1895. The 
following are the names of the children born to this excellent couple: Frank, 
who departed this life in 1893 at the age of forty-one years; Arthur, a Metho- 
dist minister, now pastor of the East Dubuque Methodist Episcopal church; 
and Rhoda, wife of Henry Wetzel and the mother of one child, Edna, a 
bright young miss of eleven years. Politically, Mr. Ward is a Republican; 
religiously, he was reared a Presbyterian. He served for some years as an 
elder in the church, but owing to certain differences, which finally resulted 
in its being disbanded, he subsequently united with the Congregational church 
He has long been active and zealous in religious work and interested in all 
agencies which make for the moral and spiritual good of his fellow men. 
His life has been eminently honorable and useful and the world is better by 
reason of his presence and wholesome influence which he has ever exerted. 



L. W. LORD. 

This model farmer and representative citizen is a native of Stanstard, 
Canada, where he was born on July 12, 1835. When two years old he was 
taken to St. Lawrence county, New York, where he grew to manhood's estate 
and received his education. His early life was spent in close touch with na- 
ture on the farm and while still a mere youth he learned to appreciate the true 
value and dignity of honest toil. In 1856, shortly after attaining his majority, 
he went to Green county, Wisconsin, where he resumed farm labor, and after 
remaining about ten years in that state, he moved to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and bought a part of the place in Ellis township on which he now lives. His 
first purchase consisted of eighty acres, which cost him five dollars per acre, 
the only improvements at that time being a small house which served as a 
fairly comfortable shelter until replaced by a more commodious edifice some 
years later. Among the first of Mr. Lord's labors on his farm was the plant- 
ing of quite a number of maple, cottomvood. catalpa and other varieties of 
trees, which have since grown to large size, affording all the wood and timber 
needed, besides yielding grateful shade and adding much to the beauty of the 
home. 

By persevering industry and good management Mr. Lord was enabled, 
in 1875, to add one hundred and sixty acres to his original purchase, paying 
for the latter at the rate of nine dollars per acre. He inaugurated a series 
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of improvements which were carried to completion as rapidly as circumstances 
would admit, and his progress as a tiller of the soil has been steady and in 
every respect commendable. By a successful system of tile drainage, consist- 
ing of over three thousand rods already laid, he has greatly enhanced the 
productiveness of the soil and every year he aims to extend the tiling until 
every part of the farm is reached and benefited by it. His dwelling is a com- 
modious modern edifice, plentifully supplied with comforts and conveniences; 
his barns and outbuildings are substantial and in good repair, his fences in 
similar condition, and everything about the premises is very conveniently 
arranged. By judicious expenditure he has added a number of labor-saving 
devices, among which is the large gas engine which furnishes motive power 
for pumping water, churning butter, sawing wood, and operating various other 
kinds of farm machinery. 

Mr. Lord raises considerable live stock, all the corn raised on the farm 
being fed to the cattle and hogs which he fattens for the market and from the 
sale of which he receives a large share of his earnings. He keeps a number 
of fine cows selected with special reference to their value as milk producers 
and from this source his income is also considerably augmented. In brief, 
he is a man of great industry, sound judgment and rare foresight and his suc- 
cess since coming to Iowa entitles him to a conspicuous place among the lead- 
ing farmers and representative men of the township honored by his citizen- 
ship. He has well grounded convictions and explicit views on the questions 
and issues of the times, though by no means a politician or aspirant for official 
honors. He votes his principles regardless of party and in local affairs gives 
his support to candidates who in his judgment are best fitted to fill the offices 
to which they aspire. 

On November 27, 1862, in Green county, Wisconsin, he was united in 
marriage with Mrs. Adaline Hills (nee Walters), who was born in Trumbull 
county, Ohio, and moved with her parents to Wisconsin when about six years 
old, the parents having been pioneers of that state. By her previous marriage 
she had two children: Vina, wife. of J. N. Drury, of Rockwell City, Iowa, 
and Chloe, who married James Barber, a resident of that town also. The 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Lord consists of four children, namely: W. P., a 
paint dealer of Des Moines; Harry L., who manages the home farm, married 
Edith Bowers and is the father of four children as follows : Ray, Nelson, 
Marion and Howard; May, the fourth of the subject's children, is the wife 
of J. W. Woodward, and lives in the city of Des Moines; Laura, the young- 
est, married W. G. Cunningham, a business man of Somerset, Pennsylvania. 

(54) 
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Some years since Mr. Lord turned his farm over to his son and is 
now living in honorable retirement. Though no longer under the necessity 
of laboring, he still looks after his business interests, which are considerable 
and he keeps in touch with matters on the estate. He is popular in his com- 
munity and ranks high as a neighbor and citizen. 



K. C. CURTIS. 

One of the popular and substantial citizens of Iowa Falls is K. C. Curtis, 
who gives his support to all measures for the public good, and his name has 
long been synonymous with honorable dealings in all the relations of life. He 
has passed so many of his years in Hardin county that he has a wide ac- 
quaintance among its best citizens, many of whom are included within the cir- 
cle of his warm personal friends. He has always tried to measure up to the 
standard of correct manhood, and this locality is proud to number him among 
its progressive and representative residents. 

Mr. Curtis, for many years one of the leading agriculturists and stock 
men of the county, is now extensively engaged in the coal business. He was 
born on March 25, 1856, in Olive township, Clinton county, Iowa, and he is 
the son of Dewitt C. and Maria (Alger) Curtis, the father a native of Erie 
county, New York, and the mother of Michigan. She was taken to Illinois 
when very small and her father brought her to Iowa when she was ten or 
twelve years old, crossing the Mississippi rvier at Davenport on a fern-boat, 
there being at that time only two log houses on the site of the present city of 
Davenport, it being merely a trading post for the accommodation of the In- 
dians, who outnumbered the whites one hundred to one. The country was 
then wild and undeveloped and the Alger family became leading pioneer citi- 
zens of their section. Lyman Alger, maternal grandfather of K. C. Curtis, 
was a first cousin of Senator Alger of Michigan. Dewitt C. Curtis, the father 
of the subject, also came to Clinton county, Iowa, long before the state was 
admitted into the Union. He married in that county and spent the balance of 
his life there, becoming well known and influential. 

K. C. Curtis grew up on the home farm in Clinton county and attended 
the common schools, later Wilton College, at Wilton. Iowa. Thus becoming 
well equipped for his life work, he started on his career by teaching two years, 
and although he made a splendid showing in this line of endeavor he tired of 
the exactions of the school room and turned his attention to freer life of the 
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husbandman. Coming to Hardin county in 1875. he located in Ellis township, 
buying a farm of one hundred and sixty acres. Land was then cheap, hogs 
sold for two dollars per hundred, corn for twelve cents per bushel and mam- 
other commodities were worth only a small price. He could borrow money 
at the bank for two per cent, per month. Prices being so low, times were hard. 
But Mr. Curtis saw a great future for this singularly favored section and 
he went to work with a will and developed a fine farm and in due course of 
time became well established, ranking among the leading farmers of Ellis 
township, where he maintained his home until about 1902. By persistent ap- 
plication and good management he prospered and added to his original pur- 
chase until he owned four hundred acres of valuable land, and in connection 
with general farming he raised live stock on an extensive scale. In the fall 
of 1910 he sold a quarter section of his land for sixteen thousand dollars, 
having bought the same for thirteen hundred dollars. He moved to Iowa 
Falls in 1902 and in 1905 entered the coal business here, which he has con- 
tinued to the present time with large and ever increasing success, having built 
; - up an extensive trade with the city and surrounding territory. 

Mr. Curtis was married in 1878 to Mary J. Curtis, daughter of Nathan 
S. and Mary Curtis. Her father's name was really Jones, but he was reared 
by a distant relative of Mr. Curtis and took the name of Curtis from the 
family that reared him. Her mother was from Wurtemberg, Germany. Mrs. 
Curtis was born and reared in Erie county, New York. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, all born while 
the family lived on the farm in Hardin county, namely: Ada Violet, who 
married P. S. Carnahan and now lives in New Mexico, has a daughter, 
Thelma Carnahan; Fred Earnest Curtis lives in Iowa Falls, and Mr. Curtis' 
second daughter, Theo L., is living in Des Moines, engaged as bookkeeper. 

Politically, Mr. Curtis is a Republican and has been very active in party 
affairs, having been a delegate to party conventions each year for a long time. 
He has held every office in Ellis township except that of justice of the peace 
and he was once elected to this office, but refused to qualify for it. Ellis 
township was the first in Iowa to adopt the single road system, and Mr. Curtis 
was the first trustee in charge of it, thus being the first man in the state to 
have charge of such a system. Under his management it worked well and 
was talked of all over the state and encouraged the passage of a law making 
it compulsory on townships to follow that system. Since moving to Iowa 
Falls he has been a member of the city council for six years and has wielded 
a potent influence for the good of the city. Fraternally, he belongs to the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. 
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Mr. Curtis is a man of sociable tendencies, kind, obliging, unassuming 
and straightforward and honorable in all the relations of life, and thus he is 
universally respected and popular. 



MICHAEL HOGAN. 



From far-off Erin has come to us one of our enterprising and worthy 
citizens, Michael Hogan, of Iowa" Falls, who, since casting his lot with tlx 
people of Hardin county, has benefited alike himself and the community in 
general, for his record shows him to be an honorable, upright man, indus- 
trious, temperate, economical and in every way exemplary in his daily life 
and conduct. As a factor of the body politic he has performed w '.I his every 
duty and no one questions his standing in this favored locality of the com- 
monwealth of Iowa. 

Mr. Hogan was born in county Tipperary, Ireland, November 1. 1853. 
and he is the son of John and Mary (Barry) Hogan. His maternal grand- 
father, Patrick Barry, of county Clare, Ireland, lived to be eighty-two yean 
of age. When the subject was thirteen years of age the family emigrated!* 
America, in August, 1867. They lived in Pennsylvania a short time, where 
lived an uncle of Mr. Hogan. of this review; then they came to Blairstown. 
Iowa, later moved to Vinton, thence to Belle Plain, where the family horrx 
has been ever since and there the parents spent the rest of their days. There 
the son, Michael, grew to manhood and attended the common schools. Wher. 
sixteen years of age he entered the employ of the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroad as water boy. He next worked awhile as section hand, then became 
brakeman on that road, working in that capacity nearly seven years, then, to' 
faithful and efficient service, he was promoted to conductor. Leaving 
road in October, 1881, he soon afterwards took a place on the Burlington. 
Cedar Rapids & Northern railroad, running" from Cedar Rapids to Iowa 
Falls, the road having reached* the latter town only the year previous. He 
ran a freight train several years, later a passenger for a number of yean 
Cedar Rapids being his headquarters for some time. He became well known 
and was one of the most popular men in railroad circles in this part of the 
state. 

On April 25. 1888, Mr. Hogan was united in marriage with J* 
Sharon, of Cedar Rapids, daughter of Frank and Julia Sharon; she was for* 
in Lyons, Clinton county, Iowa. After his marriage Mr. Hogan lived tn 
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Cedar Rapids about a year and a half, then moved to Forest City in Winne- 
bago county, in November, 1890. Leaving there in June, 1892, he came to 
Iowa Falls. In 1893 he moved to Armstrong and back to Io.wa Falls in 1896. 
In that year he gave up railroading after a most successful, faithful and 
praiseworthy career, and bought the interest of William Burgess in the 'bus 
business, becoming a partner of Clinton Dillon. For seven years he was active 
in the management of the business, but sickness compelled him to retire from 
active work. After a time Mr. Dillon sold his interest to J. D. Cowan. In 
January, 191 1, Mr. Hogan bought out Mr. Cowan and is now sole owner of 
the business, known as the Iowa Falls Bus & Transfer Line, which is popu- 
lar with the traveling public and has been a great success under the capable 
management of Mr. Hogan. He runs four buses and a wagonette, three 
drays and two baggage wagons. He maintains a very large and well-equipped 
barn which is used exclusively by this company. 

Fraternally, Mr. Hogan is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the 
Order of Railway Conductors. He is a member of the Catholic church at 
Iowa Falls. He has one daughter, Azeline Virginia, who is now attending 
high school. The family home is a large, pleasant and attractive one, located 
at the east end of Washington avenue, near Rock run. 

Mr. Hogan's father died at Belle Plain about 1891, at the age of seventy- 
six years, and the mother's death occurred at that place in 1880. Mrs. Hogan 
is a well educated woman and a favorite socially. Her mother is still living, 
making her home at Odebolt, Iowa, now being advanced in years, her hus- 
band having died several years ago. 



WILLIAM HAINES. 

Almost a half century has dissolved in the mists of the past since Will- 
iam Haines came to this part of the country and during that momentous per- 
iod he has witnessed and taken an active part in the general development of 
Iowa Falls and vicinity and is highly esteemed as one of its venerable and 
worthy pioneers, and during that time his integrity has never been questioned, 
nor has anything savoring in the least of dishonor ever attached to his name or 
reputation. He has ever tried to measure up to the standard of correct man- 
hood and Hardin county is proud to number him among its representative 
men. 

Mr. Haines was born in Carroll county, Maryland, forty miles from 
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Baltimore, on December 16, 1832, and he is the son of John and Eleanora 
(Farquhar.) Haines. It is believed that the father's ancestors were Scotch 
and the mother's were Swiss. When the son, William, was a little boy the 
family moved to Richmond, Indiana, and lived there until the winter after 
the Civil w ar. He grew up on a farm in Wayne county, near Richmond, and 
lived there until he came to Iowa. In 1855 he was married to Tamzin 
Thomas, daughter of Isaac B. and Jane (Lupton) Thomas. Two sons, 
George and Charles, were born of this marriage; the former is at Eagle 
Grove in charge of the electric light plant, is married and has one daughter, 
Tamzin; the latter, Charles, is railroading on the Rock Island system, with 
which he has been connected about twenty years, part of his duties having 
been that of conductor; his headquarters are at Waterloo. 

In the winter of 1865-66 Mr. Haines moved to Iowa Falls and bought a 
farm a mile east of the city, a valuable and productive place containing two 
hundred acres, which he placed under excellent improvements and on which 
he lived, carrying on general farming advantageously until 1872. There 
were no railroads in this section of the country when he first came and he 
hauled his goods here from Marshalltown. In 1872 he went into partnership 
with I. L. Thomas, his brother-in-law, and ran a steam grist mill here about 
two years, when, the venture having been unsuccessful, it was given up, after 
losing nearly fifteen thousand dollars. But, nothing daunted, Mr. Haine> 
started life anew by renting a farm southwest of Iowa Falls and continued 
farming with his usual success until 1892. when he moved into Iowa Falls, 
giving up farming permanently, and he has been in the employ of 
the Standard Oil Company ever since, giving them the utmost satisfaction 
and being regarded by them as one of their most trustworthy employes. Al- 
though he is now nearly eighty years of age, he attends to every detail of hi< 
duties as if he were a man of fifty, being hale and hearty. He takes long 
drives over bad roads through all kinds of weather. His vigorous old age is 
due, no doubt, to his life of wholesome living, good habits and right thinking 
On August 7, 1869. his wife died. It is recalled that on that day there was a 
total eclipse of the sun. which tended to add to Mr. Haines's gloom. It wa> 
in the midst of wheat harvest, too, which shows that harvest time is now 
much earlier than in those days. In 1875 M f - Haines was again married, his 
last wife being Mildred M. Bump, daughter of John Orville and Cynthia 
Sophronia (Reynolds) Bump, an account of whom appears in the sketch ot 
Z. J. Bump, brother of Mrs. Haines. One daughter, Lulu, was born to this 
marriage. She is the wife of Lewis Nelson and lives in Iowa Falls and she 
has one son, Halbert Nelson. Mr. Haines has one sister living. Mrs. Mary 
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Lippincott, who resides at Riverton, New Jersey, nine miles from Philadel- 
phia. He had an uncle, John H. Farquhar, who was congressman from 
Brookville, Indiana. He used to bring Abraham Lincoln to the home of Mr. 
Haines's father in Richmond, Indiana, and the subject remembers him well 
and recalls him as a great joker. 

Politically, Mr. Haines is a Republican and he has taken his due part in 
the affairs of his community, supporting all worthy measures. He has been a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows since 1854, being a mem- 
ber of the encampment, canton, Patriarchs Militant and Rebekahs; he also 
belongs to the Improved Order of Red Men. 



FRED J. GADE, JR. 

. « 

It is a well authenticated fact that success comes as the result of legiti- 
mate and well-applied energy, unflagging determination and perseverance in 
a course of action when once decided upon. She is never known to smile 
upon the idler or dreamer and she never courts the loafer, and only the men 
who have diligently sought her favor arc crowned with her blessings. In 
tracing the life history of the influential manufacturer and business man 
whose name forms the caption of this review, it is plainly seen that the pros- 
perity which he enjoys has been won by commendable qualities and it is also 
his personal worth that has gained for him the high esteem of those who 
know him. 

Fred J. Gade, Jr., was born at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, on February 29. 
i860, the son of Fred Gade, Sr., a complete sketch of whom is to be found 
p on another page of this work. 

The son grew to maturity on the home farm, where he assisted with the 
various duties about the place during the summer months and attended the 
district schools. He accompanied the family to Iowa in 1867, and when he 
reached manhood he began farming for himself in Hamilton county, also 
farmed in Wright county and. being a good manager and a hard worker, he 
soon had a fair start. He also bought and sold farms. When the family 
moved to Williams, Iowa, he also went to that place, and while there traded 
his farm for a share in a mercantile business in partnership with his brother, 
William H. Gade, and their brother-in-law, John Birdsall. This was merely 
an investment, he having intended selling it soon afterwards, but he and his 
partners operated the store very successfully for about three years, then the 
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two Gade brothers sold out to Mr. Birdsall, and the four Gade brothers en- 
tered the real estate business and were very successful in the same, building 
up an extensive trade in a short time. After remaining in that line of endea- 
vor for nearly two years, they came to Iowa Falls and formed a partnership 
for the purpose of manufacturing air-cooled gasoline engines. When the 
business was made an incorporated company Fred J. Gade, Jr., was made 
vice-president, and much of the wide-spread success of the same has been 
due to his able and judicious management and wise counsel. Mr. Gade is also 
vice-president of the Gade Excavating Company. Besides his interest in the 
factory he is the owner of a valuable tract of land consisting of five hundred 
and twenty acres in Franklin county, Iowa. 

Mr. Gade was married in March, 1892, to Lena Beyer, daughter of John 
and Johanna (Muller) Beyer, an excellent German family. Mrs. Gade is a 
lady of many estimable characteristics; she was born in Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, Germany, February 2, 1874, and there she grew to maturity and 
was educated, and emigrated to America in February, 1891, locating in Will- 
iams, Hamilton county, Iowa. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Gade, namely: EUie 
Lydia, born November 26, 1893; Eva Louise, born November 30. 1894, 
Amanda Martha, born May 3, 1896; Alfreda Marguerite, born October. 1 . 
1898; and Herbert, born December 28. 1903. 

Politically, Mr. Gade is a Republican, though he is something of an in- 
dependent voter, preferring to cast his ballot for the best man, rather than 
for the party. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows; 
he was reared a Lutheran, but attends the Congregational church. 

Personally, Mr. Gade is a jovial, genial, plain and every-day sort of a 
gentleman who makes and retains friends easily. 



SYDNEY S. WESTGATE. 

The Westgate family is an old and eminently honorable one and for 
many years it was identified with the development of various parts of NV»' 
York. Chenango county especially, of which his parents, Paul and Hannah 
(Collins) Westgate, were natives and well known residents. In 1852 Paul 
Westgate moved his family to Washtenaw county, Michigan, where he lived 
for three years, at the expiration of which time he came to Hardin county. 
Iowa, whither his wife's uncle. Joshua Collins, had preceded him in the spring 
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of 1856. In the fall of that year, Mr. Westgate located at Iowa Falls, and 
about a year later purchased forty acres of timber land two miles northwest of 
the town, which formed the nucleus of the farm which he afterwards de- 
veloped and improved and on which he spent the remainder of his days. A 
few years after making* his first purchase he bought two additional forty-acre 
tracts adjoining the original homestead and in due time brought his place to 
a good state of cultivation and became one of the leading farmers of the town- 
ship in which he resided. 

Paul Westgate was a man of sound, practical intelligence and took an 
active part in promoting the material prosperity of his community. He was 
a pronounced Democrat until James K. Polk ran for the Presidency, when 
he became dissatisfied with certain policies advocated by his party and joined 
with the opposition. Mrs. Westgate was a birthright member of the society 
of Friends. 

Paul Westgate was born October 24, 1818, and departed this life July 
22, 1904, in his eighty-sixth year. Hannah Collins Westgate was born April 
15, 1819, and died October 22, 1896. Three children constituted the family 
of this excellent couple, the oldest of whom being Sydney S., the subject of 
this review. Henry L., the second in order of birth, lives on the home farm, 
and Mary, the youngest of the number, for over twenty years one of the most 
efficient, and popular teachers of Franklin and Hardin counties, married Isham 
Lane, and is now living at Van Wert, this state. 

Sydney S. Westgate was born December 5, 1844, in Chenango county, 
New York, and when about eight years of age accompanied his parents to 
Michigan where he spent the ensuing three years on a farm. In 1856 he 
removed with the family to Hardin county, Iowa, and during the next four 
years devoted his energies to farm labor, attending the district schools at inter- 
vals in the meantime. At the breaking out of the great war between the 
Northern and Southern states, young Westgate became so enthused with 
patriotic fervor that he tendered his services to his country, having been 
among the first young men of Hardin county to respond to the call of the 
President for volunteers. On August 9, 1861, he enlisted in Company F, 
Second Iowa Cavalry, which was made up mostly of recruits from Webster 
City, although about a dozen went from Iowa Falls. The regiment saw much 
active service in Mississippi, Tennessee and other states, guarding railways 
and doing scout duty during the earlier part of the war, or until the Atlanta 
campaign, when it was sent back to Nashville to augment the force gathered 
at that city to intercept the Confederate advance northward. Mr. Westgate 
was with his command in the bloody battles of Nashville and Franklin, and to 
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the Second Iowa belongs the honor of being the first cavalry regiment to cap- 
ture a fort, which feat was accomplished at the former city in the thicket 
and most obstinate part of the battle. By reason of disability he was after- 
wards detailed as a teamster, in which capacity he continued until his discharge 
after three years and two months of faithful and arduous service. 

Returning to Hardin county at the close of the war, Mr. Westgate re- 
sumed the pursuit of agriculture and not long after his arrival he was united 
in marriage with Lydia Ellen Mendenhall, daughter of Johnson and Lucinda 
(Jones) Mendenhall, natives of North Carolina and Tennessee, respective]), 
the ceremony having been solemnized in March, 1865. The parents of Mrs 
Westgate moved to Indiana in an early day and from that state to Illinois in 
1849. Later, about 1855, they moved to Hardin county, Iowa, and located on 
Elk river, near Iowa Falls, the farm on which they lived being contiguous to 
the present corporate limits of the city. A number of years later Mr. Menden- 
hall sold his farm and moved to Guthrie county, Iowa, where his death sub- 
sequently occurred, Mrs. Westgate being the only representative of her family 
in Hardin county at the present time. 

During the eleven years following his marriage, Mr. Westgate traveled 
quite extensively throughout Nebraska and other western states, visiting many 
points of interest with the object in view of finding a location suitable to hi> 
tastes. In 1876 lie purchased the farm in Hardin township on which he has 
since lived and prospered, and which under his effective labors and judiciou? 
management is today one of the finest estates and among the most beautiful 
and desirable places of residence in that part of the county. In connection 
with agriculture, which he carries on quite extensively, he devotes consider- 
able attention to live stock, especially cattle and hogs, which he breeds and 
raises in large numbers and for which he always receives the highest market 
prices. In the year 1904 Mr. Westgate went to New Mexico and took a 
soldier's homestead, selecting a site in a beautiful and fertile valley on which 
he was able to prove up within three years and which will doubtless become 
quite valuable in the no distant future. 

Mr. Westgate cast his first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, since 
which time he has been an uncompromising Republican and a factor of no 
little importance and influence to his party in his township and county. He 
is a member of the Charles Payne Post, Grand Army of the Republic, and 
the present commander of the same, in which office he is now serving his 
third term. He is quite prominent in Grand Army circles and has repre- 
sented the post to which he belongs in national encampments at St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, besides taking a prominent part in the organization in various 
other capacities. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Westgate have four children whose names are as follows: 
John, a farmer living near Tracy, Minnesota ; Alonzo, who lives with his par- 
ents and manages the homestead; Lucinda, a former teacher of Hardin 
county, but now the wife of Eugene Morris, of Guthrie county, this state; and 
Efne Ann, who married H. E. Ridge, a successful farmer and public spirited 
citizen of Hardin county. 

— 

CASSIUS A. BRYSON. 

Conspicuous among the representative professional men and public- 
spirited citizens of Hardin county is the well known gentleman whose name 
forms the caption of this biographical review. He has made his influence 
felt for good in Iowa Falls and vicinity, being a man of sterling worth, whose 
life, like that of his honored father before him, has been closely interwoven 
with the history of the community in which he resides and whose efforts 
have always been for the general advancement of the same, and the well regu- 
lated life he has led, thereby gaining the admiration and confidence of his 
fellow men, entitles Mr. Bryson to representation in a work of the scope 
intended in the present volume. 

Cassius A. Bryson was born at Ackley, this county, May 18, 1874, the 
son of Alexander M. and Cartha H. (Allen) Bryson. The father was born 
in Connecticut, the son of James Bryson and wife, natives of Scotland, where 
they grew to maturity and married and from which country they emigrated 
to our shores about 1840, settling in Connecticut and there the elder Bryson 
became a prominent and successful manufacturer of woolen goods. About 
1848 the family came west and located in Allamakee county, Iowa, when the 
country was wild and yet the domain of the red men. There were over sev- 
enty tepees on the land which Mr. Bryson entered from the government, 
lying along Paint creek, so named because of the paintings upon the rocks 
made by the Indians. Here the Brysons began life in typical pioneer fash- 
ion and underwent the usual hardships and privations incident to the lives 
of first settlers, but by persevering and hard work they developed a good farm 
and became very comfortably established, the subject's grandparents spend- 
ing their last days here and his father growing to manhood. The grand- 
father was an influential man there in his day and he assisted in the general 
upbuilding of the country, being one of the men who was instrumental in 
securing the right-of-way for the first railroad in that country, which ran 
from the Mississippi river to Waukon. 
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Alexander M. Bryson assisted his father in the work about the home 
place during his boyhood and he received an excellent education for those 
days, having attended the public schools, Upper Iowa University at Fayette, 
after he had passed through the Eastman Business University at Pough- 
keepsie, Xew York. While in school at Fayette, Iowa, he met Cartha H. 
Allen, also a student there, and several years afterwards they were married. 
Her family came originally from England, taking up their abode in America 
in the sixteenth century. The parents of Cartha H. Allen were missionaries 
to the Indians in Indian Territory, and there her father, Samuel Allen, died. 
He was a descendant of the same ancestry as was Ethan Allen, famous dur- 
ing Revolutionary days. 

The Civil war began while Alexander H. Bryson was in school at Upper 
Iowa University and he and several fellow students enlisted in the Union 
army, becoming members of the Twenty-seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 
He saw some hard service, was wounded and confined to the hospital for 
some time. After the close of his army career he returned to school at 
Fayette, and he was married soon after the war, and he entered life as a 
merchant, but two years later abandoned this field, took up the study of law 
and was admitted to the bar. About 1873 he came to Ackley, Hardin county, 
and began the practice of his profession, soon forming a partnership with 
William V. Allen, his brother-in-law, who afterwards became United States 
senator from Nebraska. This partnership lasted two or three years. Mr. 
Bryson continued practicing law at Ackley with much success until about 
1892, when he moved to Iowa Falls, where he practiced with ever increasing 
success until his death, in November, 1899. He took a high rank among his 
colleagues at the bar in those days and was a man of sterling characteristics 
and exemplary character. He was an active Republican and influential in 
public affairs. 

Cassius A. Bryson was graduated from the high school at Ackley, then 
attended Ellsworth College at Iowa Falls, after which he entered Drake Uni- 
versity, from which he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Uws 
on May 20, 1897. During the major part of the following year he was in 
the office of Granger & Bennett, two prominent lawyers who have since 
shown themselves leaders in other large cities. In December, 1899. he came 
to Iowa Falls and took up the practice of law with his brother. Boyd R 
Bryson, under the firm name of Bryson & Bryson, and they have continued to 
the present time, taking a very high rank among the leading lawyers of this 
section of the state, having for years figured more or less prominently in the 
leading cases in all the local courts. In 1897 tne subject was admitted to 
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practice in the United States district and circuit courts and has since been 
admitted to practice before the various departments at Washington. lie 
has kept well abreast of the times in all matters of jurisprudence and is a very 
careful, persistent and able advocate and, like his brother, an earnest, logical 
; and not infrequently eloquent pleader in the trial of cases. 

Mr. Bryson was united in marriage, in 1899, with Jessie F. Reisner, of 
Des Moines. She is a lady of talent and has long been a favorite with a wide 
circle of friends. He met her while attending Drake University. She is the 
daughter of William and Mary E. Reisner, the father being now deceased, 
while the mother is living at Los Angeles, California. The home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bryson has been blessed by the birth of three children, Helen M., ten 
years old; William P., now seven years of age, and John Robert, who has 
attained his fifth birthday. 

Fraternally, Mr. Bryson is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees. 
He has long been active in political and public affairs and is at present ably 
serving the people as county attorney, in fact, according to the consensus of 
opinion the county has never been better served in this capacity, for he looks 
after its interests with the same degree of fidelity as he would manage his 
individual business, and he carries the same honest policy into this office that 
has always characterized his work. 

■ 

t 

WILLIAM FRANCIS CLOVER. 

The gentleman of whom the biographer now writes is widely known as 
one of the honored pioneers of Hardin county and for over a half century he 
has been a valued factor in the development of the same, prominently identi- 
fied with the varied interests of his community. His well directed energies in 
the practical affairs of life, his capable management of his own business in- 
terests and his sound judgment have demonstrated what may be accomplished 
by the man of energy and ambition, who, persevering often in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, proves that he is the possessor of those 
innate qualities that never fail to bring success if properly directed, as they 
have evidently been done in the case of Mr. Clover. 

William Francis Clover was born about nine miles west of Columbus, in 
Franklin county, Ohio, at Alton Station. September 4. 1848. He was the 
son of Solomon and Jane (Widner) Clover, the former the son of a Penn- 
sylvania German and was born in Franklin county. Ohio, on September 25, 
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1816. being the eldest of a family of eight children born to Joshua aw 
Rachael Clover. On June 8, 1837, Solomon Clover married Jane \Yidner,i 
native of Virginia. They moved to Henderson county, Illinois, when thti: 
son, William 1\, of this review, was four years old, and after living there 
about four years, moved to Hardin county, Iowa, in June, 1855, and settled 
in Ltna township near where the village of Abbott now stands. The country 
was wild and sparsely settled and traversed by no railroads. The ianVuy 
started in as typical pioneers, the father obtaining two hundred and forty 
acres of his land from the government and he purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres from a Mr. Maxwell. He sold part of the government land ani 
gave part to his children. The Maxwell place, which adjoins the town of 
Abbott, he improved and made his home, becoming well established and living 
there the rest of his life, dying on June 15, 1899. having been preceded to the 
grave by his wife on March 8. 1894. They were both advanced in years. the 
father having been born on September 25, 1816, and the mother on January 
2. 1812, thus each passing their eighty-second milestone. Solomon Clover 
was an influential man in pioneer days here, taking his part in the affairs oi 
the community, serving as school director, etc. Their family consisted of nine 
children, two of whom died in infancy; the others are: Artemisia married 
Lonsdale Scott and she died in Hampton. Iowa ; Alice married Rohert Wil- 
kinson, who died, and she then married August Hommon ; her death occurred 
at Abbott, this county: Mary Jane married Thomas Richardson and lives in 
Clay county. Iowa, near Peterson ; George \Y\. who was a member of the 
Third Iowa Battery during the Civil war, died at Little Rock. Arkansas, dur- 
ing the service; William Francis, of this review, was next in order of birth; 
Solomon M., Jr., lives in Angus, Cook county. Minnesota; Charles Lafayette 
died on the old home place at Abbott. 

William V. Clover, of this review, is the only member of the family no* 
living in Hardin county. He grew up on the home farm, worked hard m 
developing the same and was married there in 1868 to Caroline Richardson, 
daughter of Daniel and Christena (Ault) Richardson. Her father was from 
Maryland and her mother from Ohio. Mrs. Clover was born March 
1848, in Delaware county, Indiana. In July. 1853, her people came to Etna 
township. Hardin county, locating where Abbott now stands, being anion? 
the early settlers in Etna township and were prominent pioneers there. 

After his marriage Mr. Clover continued to live on the home pla f 
until 1869. in the fall of which year he moved to Cherokee county, this state 
where he entered a homestead, on which he remained until 1889, then move'- 
back to the home place. His brother Lafayette had died in 1888 and the suh- 
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ject moved back to take charge of the homestead, on which he remained un- 
til 1900, then moved to Abbott, where he began dealing extensively in live 
stock, which he followed about a year. He then launched out in the general 
merchandise business as one of three partners, taking an active part in the 
work of the store himself, and remained there about a year and a half, be- 
coming postmaster of Abbott about the same time. He sold out, his health 
failing him, and went West, traveling from place to place in Colorado, Utah, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Washington and California for a year and a half. Then 
returning to Hardin county, he purchased a commodious and handsome home 
at No. 1 1 15 Stevens street, Iowa Falls, where he now resides, being retired 
from active life, passing his declining years in quiet and content in his well- 
appointed home. 

Politically, Mr. Gover is a Republican and has been more or less active 
in civic affairs for many years. He has been trustee and school director of 
his township. Fraternally, he belongs to the Modern Woodmen. He has 
- long been a member and an active worker in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He was class leader and Sunday school superintendent nearly all his mature 
life until he came to Iowa Falls. He has no children, but he and his wife 
reared two of her cousin's children, William and Adenia Anderson, caring 
for them as if they had been their own until the children had grown to ma- 
turity and married and now they have good homes of their own, William 
living at Marathon, Iowa, and Adenia, who married Harry Lusbey. lives at 
Windom, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Clover was one of nine children in the Richardson family who 
grew to maturity, three others dying in infancy. They arc : William lives at 
Dunkirk, Indiana; David lives at Blakesburg, Iowa; A. C. died in Cherokee 
county in the spring of 191 1; James died at Dell Rapids, South Dakota; 
Thomas, who married Mr. Clover's sister, died in Clay county; Eli died in 
Tacoma, Washington; Morgan died in Cherokee county, Iowa; Caroline, wife 
of Mr. Clover; Martha married E. F. Bedford, and lives in Iowa Falls. 

The parents of the above named children moved to Cherokee county, 
Iowa, in the fall of 1869. where they homesteaded a valuable tract and also 
bought land, and there, after undergoing the usual hardships incident to life 
in a new country, they became very well established. They were sixty miles 
from a railroad, and they were compelled to do their trading at Fort Dodge 
' and Sioux City. The country was undeveloped and sparsely settled and elk. 

deer and other wild game were abundant there. From Cherokee county, the 
, Richardson family moved, about four years later, to Dakota and lived there 
until 1882 and there the death of the father occurred, after which the mother 
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came back to Cherokee, Iowa, and made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Clover 
until her death. At one time the subject and wife had with them her mother 
and his parents, and they spent twenty-seven years in all in taking care of the 
old folks, but they were glad of the opportunity and ministered right gladly 
to their every want. Mrs. Richardson's grandmother, Elizabeth Weaver, 
also lived with Mr. and Mrs. Clover until her death at the advanced age of 
ninety years. 

It is interesting to hear Mr. Clover relate incidents of the early days in 
this section of Iowa, compare conditions of over a half century ago with 
those of the present, for he has been an interested spectator to the advance- 
ment of the most wonderful epoch of the world's history, and has kept well 
abreast of the times by wide reading and contact with the world in general. 



This old and esteemed citizen who has been identified with Hardin county 
since the pioneer period, is a native of New England and combines many of 
the sterling qualities and characteristics which have long distinguished the 
sturdy people of that section of the union. He was born December 8, 18-7. 
at Webster. Maine, and is a son of Charles and Bethia (Ellis) White, both 
natives of that state and representatives of families that have lived there from 
a remote date. Daniel White spent the first eighteen years of his life at or 
near his birth-place, during which time he learned the trade of brick laying 
and became a rapid and skillful workman. Going to Boston, Massachusetts, 
about 1845, he worked as a journeyman mason in that city during the ensuing 
three years and in 1852 went via the Isthmus of Panama to California to 
prospect for gold. Arriving at his destination, he made his way to the mines 
and during the following three years prospected in various parts of California 
and met with success far beyond that of the majority of miners. While in 
the latter territory one day he met with a man who had been badly bitten 
by a grizzly bear and while attending to the stranger's injuries, learned that 
lie was from Kldora. Iowa. 

Mr. White returned to Boston at the expiration of the period indicated 
and after remaining in that city until January. 1856. he again started west, 
thi> time in company with his brother. William White, and brother-in-law. 
Robert McClearn. with California as a possible destination. While staging 
through Iowa, however, and noting the fine appearance of the country, the) 



DANIEL WHITE. 





Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 865 

decided to proceed no farther, accordingly on arriving at Iowa Falls they 
located claims about six miles southwest of the town and at once proceeded 
to improve their lands. At the time of their settlement the country was an 
unbroken prairie just as nature had made it, there being but one house below 
the two branches of the Iowa river westward for a distance of five miles, and 
that a stage station. 

The spring following his arrival Mr. White plowed forty-five acres of his 
land and erected a small log dwelling, the timber for which he hauled from 
the south fork of the Iowa river, about three miles distant. He at once planted 
a number of trees from which he afterward obtained sufficient material to 
fence the greater part of his land, and it is a fact worth noting that one of 
the trees which he set out in 1856, a butternut of large size and imposing 
appearance, is still standing. In 1872 Mr. White bought an additional tract 
of land, for w r hich he paid the sum of six dollars and a half per acre, and 
still later, about 1883, he purchased other land adjoining at twelve dollars and 
a half per acre. In 1859 his father and sister joined him in his new home, 
but, not being very greatly impressed with the west, they went back to Maine, 
where the former afterwards died. The sister, however, returned after a 
short time and remained here for a number of years. His brother, William, 
who came with him, removed in 1862 to Wisconsin, where he still resides, and 
Mr. McClearn, his brother-in-law ■, who is mentioned in a preceding paragraph, 
died in the year 1900. 

Mr. White literally grew up with the country and in due time became 
one of the large land owners and prominent farmers and stock raisers of 
Hardin county. He erected fine buildings on his farm and otherwise im- 
proved it, sparing neither money nor pains to beautify his home and make it 
attractive. He early began taking an active part in the affairs of his town- 
ship, did much to promote the interests of his community and for many years 
has been one of the leading men and influential citizens of the section in which 
he resides. By industry and successful business management he long since 
placed himself in easy circumstances and with a comfortable competence at 
his command he is spending the evening of a long and useful life in quiet 
and content. 

Mr. White was married March 13, 1857, to Lydia L. Oviatt, the cere- 
mony, which was performed by Squire Sydney Peck, being the first of the 
kind that ever took place in Ellis township. Mrs. White was born in Warren, 
Ohio, and when seventeen years of age came to Iowa with her parents, James 
M. and Christiann Ann (Griswold) Oviatt, natives of Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
respectively. Mr. Oviatt moved from his native state to Wisconsin in 1845, 
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and from the latter state to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1856, settling in Ellis 
township about one mile west of Mr. White's place of residence; he died in 
1879, at the age of sixty-seven years; his wife, who survived him until 1890, 
departed this life in her eighty-first year. Mr. and Mrs. White have a family 
of nine children, whose names are as follows : Clara, who married A. P. 
Hillhouse, of Hardin county; Eveline, wife of W. I. Clark, of Mountain 
Lake, Minnesota; Edith, now Mrs. R. S. Hillhouse, of Hardin township; 
Ellis, an attorney at law, of Twin Falls, Idaho; Herbert, a carpenter living 
in Denver, Colorado; Clarence, a farmer residing at Big Lake, Minnesota; 
I*aura. who married G. A. Chatfield, and lives in Greeley, Colorado; Islethera, 
a teacher in the public schools and a member of the home circle; and Ethelyn, 
wife of E. A. Dean, of Ellis township. Mr. White is a Republican in poli- 
tics and was formerly an influential factor in public affairs, but of recent years 
he has not been very active in such matters. He has never sought nor desired 
office of any kind, though by nature and experience well qualified to fill im- 
portant trusts. He has chosen the quiet way rather than the turmoil and 
unrest of party strife, and in the quietude of home has found the content 
which would have been denied him in public place. A successful farmer, a 
kind and obliging neighbor and a worthy citizen, he has lived to honorable 
ends and the future awaits him with ample rewards. 



CHARLES O. RYAN. 

The history of Hardin county will be more interesting to at least the 
major part of our readers if the career of Charles O. Ryan be included, for 
it has been one of interest and usefulness and has proven that, while there 
is no royal road to success, life's ambitions may be attained if the proper ef- 
forts are put forth along legitimate lines. 

Mr. Ryan was born at Portsmouth, Ohio, on a farm, December 8, 1870, 
and he is the son of George W. and Barbara (Atley) Ryan. The father was 
a Civil war soldier in the Seventieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry- Charles 0 
Ryan spent his boyhod on the farm and was educated at the National Normal 
University at Lebanon, Ohio. He came to Iowa Falls when he was twenty- 
one years old and soon afterward bought a country store and creamery at 
Cottage, and followed that business for three years, getting a good start the 
meanwhile. He then sold out and moved to Hubbard, where he went into 
the grocery business, continuing the same for three years, then was elected 
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county recorder by the Republicans, which office he filled to the entire satis- 
faction of his constituents, in fact, made such a splendid record that he was 
re-elected two years later without opposition, also re-elected for the third 
term without opposition, and this is certainly evidence of his popularity in 
his home locality. After his term of office expired he entered the general 
merchandise business at Eldora. For some time he has been dealing in real 
estate, there being no man better advised on lands in Hardin county ; he has 
bought and sold hundreds of farms. He is deserving of a great deal of credit 
for what he has accomplished, having come here with no capital and without 
any assistance; through his own efforts he has become one of the leading and 
solid men of his own county. With rare foresight, which he has always 
manifested, he could see that this county had a great future and he decided to 
"grow up with it." He bought his first business of W. A. Carroway, on 
credit, paying for it at the rate of fifty dollars per month. He was self-re- 
liant and developed his own resources. In 1906 he sold out his mercantile 
business and has since devoted his entire attention to land deals, in which he 
has been eminently successful. He has always maintained well furnished and 
attractive offices. 

On January 15, 1900, he was appointed postmaster at Eldora by Presi- 
dent Taft, for a term of four years, beginning January 26, 1910, and he 
proved to be a most faithful public servant, but on August 27, 1910, he re- 
signed and moved to Greeley, Colorado, in order to secure a more healthful 
climate for himself and family. At the same time he resigned as president 
of the local school board, of which he had been a member for eight years 
and president for two years. He also resigned as referee in bankruptcy for 
this county, having held that position for two years. He was township 
trustee of Tipton township prior to being elected recorder, and he resigned 
that office. 

The domestic life of Mr. Ryan began when he married Ocie Jones, 
daughter of Capt. Paul and Elizabeth (Dark) Jones, the mother born and 
reared at Portsmouth, Ohio, and the father was captain of a company in the 
Seventieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war. Four children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ryan, namely : Ethel, who is now in her 
third year at Cornell College. Mt. Vernon, Iowa, is nineteen years old; Jes- 
sie, who is sixteen years old, is in her junior year in the Greeley high school; 
Elvin J., twelve years old, is attending the Colorado State Normal School at 
Greeley, as is also Frank Willard. now seven years of age. 

Fraternally, Mr. Ryan is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Modern Woodmen. He and his wife belong to the Metho- 
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dist church. When he lived at Cottage, Iowa, he was superintendent of the 
Methodist Sunday school for three years, and he was superintendent of the 
Sunday school at Hubbard for two years, and he served in this capacity in 
Eldora six years. He is a man of fine personality, genteel, frank, kind and 
obliging and trustworthy. 

Returning to Eldora in June, 191 1, Mr. Ryan organized the Iowa In- 
vestment Company, of which he is now president. This company has proba- 
bly the finest suite of offices in Hardin county and deals in Iowa lands exclu- 
sively. Mr. Ryan has handkd some of the largest real estate deals ever made 
in Iowa and carries at the top of his letter-head the following: "We have 
sold more Hardin county land during the last twelve years than all other real 
estate dealers combined." He has given liberally of his means to the church 
and to other worthy causes and no person in need was ever turned away 
empty handed. He has assisted in building more than a dozen churches in 
Hardin county. Mr. Ryan has a beautiful home in Eldora and is the owner 
of several fine Iowa farms. Asked what contributed most toward his success 
in life, Mr. Ryan replied: "Loyalty to my friends and unbounded faith in 
Iowa." 



JEFFERSON T. ADAMSON. 

The subject of this sketch, a prosperous and well-to-do farmer of Hardin 
county, was born in Hardin township near his present place of abode on the 
6th day of March, 1857, being the third of four children whose parents. 
Samuel and Lydia Ann (Cabb) Adamson, moved to this part of Iowa about 
1850 and settled one and one-half miles north of Iowa Falls. Samuel Adam- 
son was a native of Ohio and by occupation a tiller of the soil. On coming 
to Hardin county, he located on a prairie farm which he brought to a high 
state of cultivation and otherwise improved and by persevering industry and 
good management became in due time one of the leading agriculturists and 
representative men of the township honored by his citizenship. He did much 
to promote the material growth and prosperity of the locality in which he 
resided, and died in 1865, at the age of forty-two years, leaving a widow and 
four children, the names of the latter being as follows : Marietta, who mar- 
ried James Adamson, of Wetmore, Kansas; Sylvanus, a farmer living near 
Ambrose, North Dakota; Jefferson T., of this review; and Uree D., wife of 
Charles W. Harr. of Douglas, Wyoming. Some time after the death of 
Mr. Adamson, his widow married John W. Caldwell, an enterprising farmer 
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who departed this life at his home south of Iowa Falls in 1890, since which 
time she has made her home with her children. 

Jefferson T. Adamson spent his early life in his native township, and 
after his mother's second marriage lived with his step-father, Mr. Caldwell, 
until his eighteenth year. In the meantime he attended the public schools 
at intervals until acquiring a knowledge of the branches taught therein and 
while still quite young learned the important lesson of self-reliance and began 
laying plans for his future. Having decided to become a tiller of the soil, 
for which calling he early manifested a strong predilection, he purchased, 
when eighteen years of age, a part of his present farm in Hardin township 
and, addressing himself manfully to its cultivation, soon forged to the front 
among the most enterprising and successful young farmers of the com- 
munity. Subsequently he was enabled to add to his farm until it now in- 
cludes one hundred and sixty acres of fine land, the productiveness of which 
has been greatly enhanced by more than twenty-three hundred rods of drain 
tiling, while the buildings and other improvements are among the best in the 
township. In addition to raising all the grains, vegetables and fruits grown 
in this latitude. Mr. Adamson devotes a great deal of attention to live stock. 
In the matter of swine, he has earned a reputation much more than local, his 
fine Poland-China, Duroc and other superior breeds of hogs being among the 
best in Hardin county and yielding him every year a large portion of his 
earnings. 

Mr. Adamson is a man of progressive ideas and tendencies and by 
adopting modern methods of farming and keeping in close touch with the 
more advanced thought on the matter of agriculture and stock raising he has 
achieved success such as few attain and is today in independent circumstances 
and among the financially solid and well-to-do men of this section of country. 
Additional to his real estate in Hardin county, he owns a half section of ex- 
cellent land in Burleigh county. North Dakota, which is increasing rapidly in 
value, these holdings, with a large amount of personal property, constituting 
an ample competence for his present necessities and a safe-guard against any 
future exigency that might possibly arise. Although deeply interested in the 
development and growth of his township and county and identified with 
various utilities, he is not a public man nor a seeker after the honors or emol- 
uments of office : nevertheless, he has filled various local positions from time 
to time, including that of township trustee, and for several years past he .has 
been a director and leading spirit in the Farmers' Creamery at Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Adamson was married at the age of twenty-six to Laura McConnell, 
of New Providence. Hardin county, Iowa, who died ten years later, leaving 
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four children to mourn her loss, namely : Luella, a professional nurse of Kan- 
sas City, Missouri; Mary, a teacher in the public schools and a member of the 
home circle; Hattie, who is also engaged in educational work; and Laura, an 
accomplished teacher of music and, like her sisters, still residing under the 
parental roof. In December, 1890, Mr. Adamson was united in marriage to 
Belle McLerry, of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, the union being blessed with 
one child, Alice, a bright young miss of thirteen years of age. 

Fraternally, Mr. Adamson is an Odd Fellow and his wife is a member 
of the Rebekah degree lodge of the order, and religiously, they are identified 
with the Methodist Episcopal church. 



ROMULUS R. SWALLUM. 

Among the men of influence in both business and public life in the town 
of Hubbard, Hardin county, who have the interest of their locality at heart 
and who have led consistent lives, thereby gaining definite success along their 
chosen lines, is Romulus R. Swallum, one of the representative twentieth 
century citizens of the great Hawkeye commonwealth where he has been con- 
tent to spend his life, having been born near Shellshurg. Benton county. Iowa, 
on January 5, 1863. He is the son of Andrew J. and Dolly Ann (Buttolph) 
Swallum, the father descended from Pennsylvania ancestry and the mother 
of English stock, the father born in Richland (now Morrow) county. Oftio, 
and the mother in Oberlin, that state. These parents grew to maturity and 
received their education in their native state, coming to Iowa in early lite, 
among the early emigrants, he coming in 1852 and she in 1853; the father 
located in Linn county, near the Benton county line, and her people located 
not far from his community in Linn county. They made their home in Ben- 
ton county after their marriage, starting a home there amid the primitive con- 
ditions and becoming well established. 

Romulus R. Swallum grew up on his father's farm, where he remained 
until he was twenty years of age, when he went to work for the Chicago 
Northwestern railroad, starting as agent at Harcourt. where he remained 
about three years, then w as sent to Crow ell. Nebraska, also Petersburg, that 
state, later at Sac City. Iowa, for a short time, then came to Hubbard. Iowa, 
in January, 1 891 . Here he was agent for two and one-half years. While with 
the company at Hubbard he bought a drug store there, formerly owned by J 
P. Hunter and he employed an assistant to stay in the store. Resigning h« 
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position with the railroad, he turned his attention exclusively to his store. He 
continued the drug business successfully about seven years longer, then sold 
an interest in the business to J. P. Winters, who conducted it as the Winters 
Drug Company for a time, and later the subject's brother, H. U. Swallum, 
bought the drug store and ran it until about 1906. At the time Mr. Swallum 
sold a part interest to Winters. About 1901, he bought W. E. Nichols's stock 
of general merchandise and went into that business for himself. Two years 
later he also bought W. E. Dodge's store, consolidated the two and moved into 
his present quarters on the north side of the street. He was formerly on the 
south side, where Strother Brothers are now located. He started with only a 
fair-sized store, but by careful and honest management he has witnessed a 
gradual and healthful growth from year to year and now carries a large, 
well-assorted and carefully selected stock, neatly and tastily arranged, and 
his patrons come from all over this locality. Two or three years after he 
came to Hubbard he built a substantial and commodious brick business build- 
ing, now occupied by Henry Boeke's furniture store. Later he built the 
brick building now occupied by Ernest Hilker's store. 

Mr. Swallum has been successful, not only in the mercantile business 
but also as a farmer. About 1904 he bought two hundred and forty acres 
in Grant township and in 1910 added to this until he is now the owner of 
six hundred acres of as valuable and desirable land as this favored section 
of the state affords. He has placed it under a high state of cultivation and 
improvement. He is also a director of the State Bank at Hubbard. He is a 
man of rare foresight and keen business discernment, straightforward and 
progressive. 

Politically, Mr. Swallum is a Republican and has long been active in the 
ranks, making his influence felt strongly for the good of the party and the 
community. He has always stood ready to support any movement looking 
to the general advancement of Hubbard and vicinity. He is prominent in fra- 
ternal circles, being a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
in Masonry he has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish rite, 
also belongs to the Ancient Arabic Order of Xobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

On May 5, 1886. Mr. Swallum was united in marriage with Anna \ T . 
Hedland, of Harcourt. Iowa, where she was born and reared, being the 
daughter of John M. and Anna C. (Chantland) Hedland, a prominent fam- 
ily of that place. She is a lady of many estimable attributes, which have 
won a host of friends wherever she is known. This union has l)een graced 
by the birth of four children, namely: Erma is the wife of Henry W. 
Granzow and lives at Edmond, Oklahoma, her husband being a well know n 
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banker and business man there ; Troy W., the oldest son, is attending Penn 
College at Oskaloosa, Iowa; Emmons Blain is attending school in Hubbard: 
Jean E., the youngest son, is now three and a half years old. 

Personally, Mr. Swallum is a splendid specimen of manhood, full of 
vitality and energy; he is always busy and is progressive in all that the term 
implies. He is unassuming, genial and enjoys the confidence and good will 
of all who know him. 



Enjoying marked prestige among the agriculturists and stock men of 
Hardin county, Ole G. Lewison, of Hubbard, stands out a clear and distinct 
figure among the useful men of this locality, for while laboring for his own 
advancement during many decades of the county's upbuilding, he has never 
hesitated to lend a helping hand in the work of general development, for he 
takes a great pride in his adopted country. His career has been character- 
ized by breadth of wisdom and strong individuality. He is one of the sterling 
emigrants from the far-away land of the midnight sun, where, among the 
rugged fjords of Norway he had imbued into his being a spirit of such re- 
doubtable mettle that it has never been known to quail when obstacles were 
encountered, consequently he has met with a larger measure of success than 
the average man, starting with nothing. 

Mr. Lewison was born in Norway, May 24, 1858, and he is the son of 
George and Caroline (Oleson) Lewison, who were born, reared and married 
there, emigrating to America when their son, Ole G., was three years of age, 
settling in Wisconsin. In the spring of 1866 they came to Hardin county, 
Iowa, locating along South Fork, a mile northwest of Cottage. Ellis town- 
ship. In 1867 they moved to Tipton township and bought a farm about three 
miles northeast of Hubbard, and there the subject grew to manhood. His 
parents lived on their farm in Tipton township until the death of the mother. I 
in May, 1878. The father remained there and subsequently married again, 
upon which occasion he sold his farm and moved to Roland, Story county, 
thence to Story City, where his death occurred on September 8. 1905. 

Ole G. Lewison worked out by the month until he was twenty-two years 
old, then bought a farm of one hundred and twenty acres of wild prairie land 
adjoining his farm, for which he had paid eight dollars per acre. It was 
goorl. high land and he broke the sod and improved it and made a good farm 
of it. holding it for ten years. He built a comfortable home, set out a spkn- 
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did orchard and sold the place for thirty-five dollars per acre in the fall of 

1891, receiving ten dollars per acre more than the regular price that was being 
paid for farms in that locality; this was because it had been so well im- 
proved. He then bought a farm in Ellis township of two hundred and ten 
acres and afterwards bought one hundred and sixty acres more, making three 
hundred and seventy acres, which he still owns. This place is widely known 
as "Oak Lawn Stock Farm." and is well named, there being near the stately 
home a large and beautiful oak grove, with no underbrush and thickly set 
with blue grass. This was the first farm in this part of the county to be given 
a distinctive name. He has ajways taken a great pride in improving and 
beautifying his farms and his home.' He lived on this fine farm from March, 

1892, until March, 1908. In 1903 he bought eight hundred acres in central 
Kansas, a part of which he has sold, now having four hundred and forty acres 
there. In the spring of 1908 Mr. Lewison retired from active farming and 
moved to a beautiful home in Hubbard and entered the business of shipping 
live stock. In 1909 he also engaged in the coal and tile business in Hubbard, 
succeeding William Schwarz, the firm now being Byam & Lewison. He has 
been most successful at whatever he has turned his attention to, and is one of 
the substantial men of this part of the county. Politically, he has been a Re- 
publican all his life. 

On November 23, i88r, Mr. Lewison was united in marriage with Flor- 
ence A. Wright, of Iowa Falls, the daughter of George W. and Sarah A. 
(Tate) Wright. She was born at Nora, Jo Daviess count}', Illinois, and came 
to Hardin county with her parents in 1866, locating at Iowa Falls, where she 
lived until her marriage. She was graduated from Cedar Falls State Normal 
and for a number of years she taught school very successfully until her mar- 
riage. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lewison, namely : Nora, 
who married Simon Smith, lives at Lennox, South Dakota, where he is en- 
gaged in the banking business and is quite successful; Nellie married L. P. 
Manning, of Hubbard, and now lives at Salix, on the western border of Iowa 
along the Missouri river, where for four years Mr. Manning has been princi- 
pal of the public schools; George W. is operating a lumber yard at St. An- 
thony, Iowa; Grace was graduated from the Iowa Falls State Normal in 
1909 and since then has been teaching in South Dakota; she is holding two 
state certificates for five years each, and a life certificate in mathematics, and 
she is now teaching mathematics in the high school at Webster, Iowa ; Ed- 
ward Kenneth is attending school at Hubbard. 

Fraternally, Mr. Lewison is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
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Fellows at Hubbard, the encampment and canton at Iowa Falls; he is also 
a member of the Masonic order at Hubbard. Religiously, he is a worthy mem- 
ber and liberal supporter of the Lutheran church. 

Mrs. Lewison is a member of the Daughters of Rebekah and is the old- 
est past noble grand living in Hubbard. To her also belongs the distinction 
of being the only member at Hubbard on whom has been bestowed the decora- 
tion of chivalry. 

Mr. Lcwison's father was a soldier in an Illinois regiment during the 
Civil war and he was drowned near St. Louis by a b. at capsizing in the Mis- 
sissippi river. 1 ler mother spent her last days with Mr. and Mrs. Lewison and 
there her death occurred in 1900. 

Mr. Lewison is a very pleasant gentleman to know, kind, obliging, hon- 
est and agreeable. 



LOUIS E. JONES. 

Realizing that every day is a fresh beginning and that every morning 
the world is made new, Louis E. Jones, of Iowa Falls, too well known to the 
people of Hardin and surrounding counties as a financier and business man 
to need any formal introduction here, forged his way to the front, from a 
beginning none too auspicious, by courageously removing, one by one, the ob- 
stacles he found in life's highway; for he was well aware that clearly defined 
purpose and conservative effort in the affairs of life will inevitably result in 
the attainment of a due measure of success. In following out the career of 
one who has achieved the coveted goal by his own efforts there comes into 
view the intrinsic individuality which made such accomplishment possible, 
and thus there is gained an objective incentive and inspiration while at the 
same tme there is enkindled a feeling of respect and admiration. The quali- 
ties which have made Mr. Jones one of the prominent and successful men of 
this locality have also brought him the esteem of his fellow men, for his 
career has been one of well-directed energy, strong determination and honor- 
able methods. 

Mr. Jones was singularly fortunate in having for his progenitors people 
who figured prominently in early New England life, and also a family of 
sterling Canadians. He was born at Waterville, Canada, on October 19- 
1858, the only child of Lewis P. and Agnes C. (Hammond) Jones, the 
father a native of New Haven, Connecticut, and the mother of Canada. The 
cider Jones was a musician of much talent, but most of his life was spent as 
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a hotel keeper. He grew to maturity and was educated in the capital of the 
old Nutmeg state, in fact, lived in his native city until he was thirty-two years 
of age, when in the fall of 1858 he, like many of the young men of New 
England of his generation, taking the advice of the then popular editor and 
statesman, Horace Greeley, emigrated westward to carve out his fortune in a 
new country. He located at Iowa Falls, Iowa, being one of the first settlers 
of the present thriving city, but this country then was a wild, sparsely settled, 
almost interminable prairie, overrun with nomad tribes of Indians and many 
species of the creatures of the wild. He came here with his father, H. P. 
Jones, and they, being men of rare foresight, knowing that this would, in due 
course of time, be a thriving and populous county, decided to establish their 
permanent home here, and, this being an important point on the old stage- 
coach line, they opened a hotel, which became widely known and popular to 
the traveling public of the Middle West, and here many picturesque plains- 
men, public officials, travelers and adventurers gathered from time to time. 
If their stories told by the "ingle side" could today be collected, they would 
be read with much avidity. In the spring of 1859, Mrs. Agnes C. Jones and 
her son, Louis E., of this review, joined the father and grandfather here, the 
subject being then only six months old. The trip from Dubuque here, made in 
a stage-coach (which Was a lumber wagon), took eleven days. The Jones 
Hotel, operated by Lewis P. Jones, was successfully conducted in Iowa Falls 
for about forty years. It was burned in 1873 and was soon thereafter rebuilt, 
but misfortune again came, the structure being leveled to the ground during 
the big fire of 1874, but was again rebuilt. 

Lewis P. Jones became well known and influential in this section of 
Iowa in the pioneer days and during the decades of subsequent development. 
Fraternally, he was a Mason and was master of the lodge at Iowa Falls for 
many years. In 1893 he moved to Pasadena, California, where his death oc- 
curred on March 13, 1908, at the advanced age of eighty-two years. He had 
visited Iowa Falls every two years during the summer, after becoming a 
citizen of the "golden west." His faithful life companion, a woman of rare 
beauty of character and gracious personality, now advanced in age, spends 
her winters in the city of Pasadena and her summers in Iowa Falls with her 
son, Louis E., who has been a resident of this city since he was brought here 
by his mother when a babe. He received the advantages of a liberal educa- 
tion in the local schools and at the Eastman Commercial College at Pough- 
keepsie, New York. 

Mr. Jones began his business career by entering the real estate office 
of E. S. Ellsworth in 1878, and in September, 1884. he became a partner 
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of his former employer, the firm name then becoming Ellsworth & Jones. 
The firm was incorporated in 1905, Mr. Jones now being president It is the 
largest firm of its kind in central Iowa, with a paid-up capital of two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, and a large and ever-growing real estate and 
farm mortgage loan business is carried on in Iowa and Minnesota. Mr. Jones 
is a director in the Home Savings Bank of Iowa Falls, of which he was presi- 
dent for a period of eight years, and whose popularity and success has been 
due in no small measure to his able management and judicious counsel. He 
was one of the organizers of the Bank of Crookston, Minnesota, and was its 
president for seven years, its prestige as a sound and safe institution being 
due also very largely to Mr. Jones's efforts. He is a man of keen business 
discernment, is able to foresee with remarkable accuracy the future outcome 
of a present transaction, and is by nature an organizer and promoter, an ever 
alert, aggressive and progressive, modern man of affairs, and yet scrupu- 
lously honest, straightforward and unassuming. Obliging and generous, 
kindly and hospitable, he numbers his friends by the limits of his acquaint- 
ance, and enjoys the good will and confidence of all with whom he has come 
into contact. 

Mr. Jones spends his winters in Pasadena, California, and his summers 
in Iowa Falls, doing a large business for the firm in the former city. In the 
latter he built in 1905 one of the handsomest and most substantial resi- 
dences in central Iowa. It is of Bedford stone, modern in every appointment, 
attractive architecture, beautifully finished and a residence that would do 
credit to any large city. It is located on Rocksylvania avenue. This splendid 
home is presided over with rare grace and dignity by a lady of culture and 
refinement, known in her maidenhood as Jessie A. Roper, whom Mr. Jone< 
led to the hymeneal altar on September 14, 1887. She is the representative 
of a popular old family of Iowa Falls, being the daughter of F. H. and Clar- 
issa (Beers) Roper, both natives of the state of New York, but Mrs. Jones 
was born at Horicon, Wisconsin. This union has been blessed by the birth 
of one son, Louis Hollister Jones, who was born on November 29, 
He is now a student at Leland Stanford University, at Palo Alto, California, 
and is a young man of much promise. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones and their son are worthy members of the Episcopal 
church. Fraternally, he is prominent in Masonic circles, being a member of the 
Masonic lodge, the chapter, the Knights Templar, and the Ancient Arabic Or- 
der of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His ancestors having fought in the war 
for independence, he is a member of the Sons of the Revolution. 
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c JOHN J. HEIN. 

The life of a man like J. J. Hein cannot help resultirtg in an incalculable 
amount of good to the general public, and Hardin county has been benefited 
in no small measure by his long residence here, for his life has been one of 
honest endeavor along legitimate and conservative lines. 

Mr. Hein is a Buckeye by birth, having been born in Miltonsburg, Mon- 
roe county, Ohio, November 26, 1849, anc ^ ' le * s the son °f J onn an d Eliza- 
beth (Pepple) Hein, natives of Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, from which 
country they emigrated to America when young, located in Monroe county, 
Ohio, and married there, and there they spent the rest of their active lives, 
he working at the blacksmith's trade, his death occurring in 1900 at the age 
of seventy-five years ; the mother is still living, making her home in Belmont 
county, Ohio, and she is now eighty-three years old. She is a member of the 
Lutheran church, as was also Mr. Hein. He was a highly respected citizen, 
his character being above reproach. Their family consisted of six children, 
three of whom are living, namely: Elizabeth is deceased; J. J., of this re- 
view; Christina married Lon Stewart, of Belmont county, Ohio; William and 
Kate are deceased; Annie married Ed. Griffeth and they live in Belmont 
county, Ohio. 

John J. Hein received his education in the old-time log school house in 
Ohio, and when a small boy he started to learn the blacksmith's trade with 
his father, continuing the same until he was twenty years old, when he went 
to work with an uncle, Baltzer Hein, at Woodsfriend, Ohio, where he re- 
mained three years, then went to East Liberty, Pennsylvania. He worked 
three months in the Pennsylvania car shops, also worked at Pittsburg, then 
returned to Ohio and worked with an uncle. Later he went to Rossville, Illi- 
nois, and there he was married, on January 31, 1879, to Emma M. Hollen- 
berg, of Greenbush, that state, the daughter of Louis and Charlotte (Brown) 
Hollenberg, both natives of Westphalia, Germany. Louis Hollenberg came 
to America about 1847 and in 1850 brought his family here and settled at 
Greenbush, Illinois. He was a cabinetmaker by trade and later bought a 
farm. His death occurred in 1905, at the age of seventy-nine years, his wife 
having did in 1879, when fifty-four years old. They were members of the 
Evangelical church. There were four children in their family, two of whom 
are now living, Lewis, a retired farmer at Corvallis, Oregon; Emma M., 
wife of the subject ; two sons died in infancy. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hein : Minnie C. is at 
home: Elsie E. married Fred Voll, a farmer of Concord township, Hardin 
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county, and they have two children, Laura anu rearl; Elmer Ray, who lives 
at home, is bookkeeper in the State Bank at Hubbard, Iowa; Vernell L. isai 
home ; J. Warner is at home. All these children received good educations in 
the public schools. Elmer attended high school at Hubbard, later Highland 
Park College at Des Moines, and the Teachers' Institute at Cedar Rapids one 
year. For some time he worked as a stenographer at Waterloo, Iowa, for 
the Chicago, Rock Island railroad. Since April, 1910, he has been in the 
employ of the State Bank at Hubbard, as before indicated. 

In the spring of 1882 John J. Hein came to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
located on one hundred and sixty acres of wild land in section 1, Concord 
township. He had purchased this land two years previously. It was wild 
and without improvements. In the fall of 1882 he brought his family to 
this county, and he made all the improvements on the place and in due 
course of time established a good home. He devoted especial attention to 
raising short-horn cattle, Poland-China hogs and draft horses and he laid by 
a competency by reason of hard work and good management. 

Politically, Mr. Hein is a Democrat and he has held a number of town- 
ship offices, always to his credit and to the satisfaction of all. He attends the 
Congregational church. He has traveled a great deal, he and his wife hav- 
ing spent two years at Santa Ana and Long Beach, California. They re- 
tired from active life in 1905 and moved to Hubbard, Iowa, where they have 
a fine, modern, well furnished home and pleasant surroundings. 



EDWARD R. HOUGH. 

The name of Edward R. Hough is too well known to the readers of this 
book to need introducing here, suffice it to say only that he is one of the 
representative and substantial citizens of Southern Hardin county and has led 
an exemplary life. He was born March 20, 185 1, in Westmoreland county. 
Pennsylvania, and is the son of Jacob and Eliza (Cravens) Hough, the 
father born June 12, 18 15. and the latter December 25, 1821. They were 
married March 6, 1840. The following children were born to them: Will- 
iam F., born July t. 1841. was a member of the Eleventh Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry and he was killed at the first day's battle at Shiloh, April 6, 186:; 
Peter B., born January 21. 1843, a farmer in Hand county, South Dakota 
married Sarah Sweet ; Christian E., born November 7, 1844. married Emnia 
Jones, and they live in Hubbard, Iowa; Margaret A., born June 21. ,846. is 
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the widow of Samuel Mossman, of Hubbard, Iowa; Edward R., of this re- 
view; George \\\, born September 13, 1853, of Hubbard, Iowa, married 
Emma McCleary. 

Jacob Hough lived in Pennsylvania until 1854. then drove overland to 
Hancock county, Ohio, and remained there until 1856, when he came to 
Hardin county. Iowa, and procured one hundred and twenty acres of wild 
land two and a half miles east of Hubbard in Tipton township. He made all 
the improvements on the place and lived there until his death. He was one 
of the pioneers of that section, and he had to go as far as W aterloo to mill, 
and he is known to have sold wheat there for twenty-seven cents per bushel, 
and he sold pork at Marshalltown for one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
hundred pounds. He first lived in a log cabin until he could get lumber to 
build a home to his liking. For many years he was justice of the peace and 
was widely known as 'Squire Hough. He was a Republican and was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. His death occurred in May, 1903, his wife 
having died in June, 1901. They were well known and prominent, being 
highly respected by all who knew : them. 

Edward R. Hough was educated in the schools of this county and he 
lived at home until he was twenty-three years of age. On October 4, 1878, 
he married Harriet J. Eastman, who was born in Hartford, Connecticut, 
the daughter of Darwin and Harriet (Corbin) Eastman, the former a native 
of Vermont and the latter of Massachusetts. Mr. Eastman ran away when 
thirteen years of age and followed the sea for twenty-one years. Later he 
worked in the cotton and woolen mills of Lowell, Massachusetts. He mar- 
ried in 1845 an(1 went to Warren. Massachusetts, and was there nine years, 
then went to Lafayette. Indiana, w here he made boots and shoes. In 1862 he 
moved to Clinton, Iowa, and farmed in that vicinity for seven years. He 
came to Hardin county in 1869 and got one hundred and sixty acres of land 
in Tipton township, and lived there until 1878, when he went to Winfield. 
Kansas, and there became the owner of two farms. There his death occurred 
on August 21. 1908; his widow is living at the age of eighty-four years in 
Winfield, Kansas. He was a member of the Methodist church, as is also his 
widow. The following children w ere born to them : Malissa is deceased ; 
Charles lives at Burden, Kansas ; Reuben lives at Tonkawa, Oklahoma ; Har- 
riett J., wife of Mr. Hough of this review; Labcrtis lives at Tabin, Oklahoma; 
Louisa is the wife of John Gearhart. of Maple City. Kansas; E. F.. who was 
an implement dealer at Winfield. Kansas, is deceased; Edna is the wife of 
Lain Moore, of Udahl. Kansas. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hough: Bertha 
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is the wife of Casper Smith, of Lake Park, Iowa, and they have three chil- 
dren, Lonnie, Derril and Bessie. Clyde Hough runs a meat market at Hub- 
bard, Iowa ; he married Gladys Richards and they have four children, Harold, 
Marion, Evelyn and Helen. Isabelle E. is the wife of John Troy, station 
agent at Hubbard, Iowa ; he was born in Marshalltown, Iowa, and educated 
at Ames ; he started work for the Chicago & Northwestern railway at Gifford, 
Iowa, in 1895 and was there four years and was operator at Radcliffe, Iowa, 
until 1901, when he took a station at Broadgate, Iowa, where he remained a 
year and a half, and from there he came to Hubbard. Nora May Hough is 
the wife of Elmer T. Rorem, a merchant at Radcliffe. Iowa. Bessie E. 
Hough is at home. 

After Mr. Hough married he and his wife lived two and one-half miles 
east of Hubbard on a farm in Tipton township, which he improved and on 
which he established a very comfortable home and there carried on general 
farming and stock raising successfully until 1904, when he retired and 
moved to Hubbard, selling his farm in the spring of 1910. He is a Republi- 
can and a member of the Friends church. 



ANDREW JACKSON HAYDEN. 

The name of Andrew Jackson Hayden, of Jackson township, Hardin 
county, is too well known in this locality to need any introduction to the read- 
ers of this history ; it is a name that has long been honored here, for it has 
stood for progress in agricultural, public improvement and cleanliness in 
social life. 

Mr. Hayden was born on the old Hayden homestead in this township, 
May 30, 1856. He is the son of Wallen Hayden, who settled in Jackson 
township in 1854 among the pioneers. He was born in Pennsylvania, May 
9, 1826, and was the son of Nathaniel and Margaret (Miller) Hayden, both 
natives of Pennsylvania. In 1831 they settled in Ohio, where their son, Wal- 
len, was reared on a farm. In 185 1 he married Rebecca Swearingen, and in 
1854, in company with Benjamin Hayden and family, started west to find a 
new home, loading their worldly goods on wagons, May 31, 1854, and be- 
ginning their long journey, which was not finished until July 1 2th following, 
on which date they landed in Hardin City, Hardin county, Iowa, where they 
stopped a few days, then went on to Homer, Hamilton county, where Mr. 
Hayden left his wife, and he took a stage-coach, the first trip of the same, to 
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Fort Dodge, Iowa. Benjamin Hayden located in Hamilton county, but the 
land did not suit Wallen Hayden, who returned to Hardin county and soon 
located in the northwest quarter of section 25, Jackson township, where he 
established a home. He had about one thousand dollars when he arrived 
here; his land cost him four hundred dollars. Before coming west Mr. 
Hayden met with an accident, having one of his legs crippled very badly in 
a runaway, and he was compelled to use a crutch the rest of his life, but not- 
withstanding his handicap he forged to the front, putting up a shanty and 
planted a crop, with the assistance of a boy. He prospered by reason of good 
management and became the owner of a large tract of land, and he became 
influential in his community. He was a Republican and held several local 
offices. He was a Free-Will Baptist and a man highly respected by all. His 
family consisted of the following children : Maggie married A. H. Doud, 
and moved to Otego, Jewell county, Kansas ; Essie married J. T. Platts, and 
moved to Webster City, Iowa; Andrew J., of this review; Elva is single and 
is farming on the old place ; Gerry is farming in Jackson township, this coun- 
ty; William is single and is farming on the old place; Artie married Win- 
throp Wilson, and lives in Iowa Falls; Ada L. is the wife of George Cross, 
of Jackson township, this county; Myrtie married A. G. San ford, and she died 
in August, 1905. 

Andrew J. Hayden received a good common school education and he 
lived at home until he was twenty-three years of age, when he located in 
section 26, Jackson township, and he has spent his life in his home community. 
On May 23, 1880. he married Addie J. Perkins, who was born in Eldora, 
Iowa, where the Winchester hotel now stands. She was born June 1, 1865, 
and is the daughter of John and Sarah (Piatt) Perkins, ooth being natives of 
Ripley, Derbyshire, England. He came to America when twenty-one years 
old and located at Freeport, Illinois. His wife was the widow of Henry Piatt, 
of England. He died in Wisconsin. Her maiden name was Sarah Parks, 
and she was the daughter of William and Sarah (Redfern) Parks, of Eng- 
land. They came to America in 1850 and located near Janesville, Wiscon- 
sin, where he farmed, then came to Eldora, Iowa, in 1856, where they spent 
the rest of their lives. John Perkins married first, in England, Harriet 
Platts, whose death occurred in Freeport, Illinois, of cholera, during the epi- 
demic in 1850. Three children were born to this union, one of whom is now 
living, Sarah Ellen. jHis second wife had two sons by her first marriage, 
Henry A. and James Thomas. Eight children were born to John Perkins 
and his seeond wife, namely: Herminia M. married A. L. Perkins, of El- 
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dora, Iowa; John W. is farming in Jackson township; Addie J., wife of thtr 
subject; Fred E., deceased; Oscar E. is farming in Independence, Iowa; 
Granville is a carpenter at Eldora, Iowa; Elenora married Robert Alberry, oi 
Eldora, Iowa; Susan died in early life. 

John Perkins came to Eldora, Iowa, in 1856, where he worked at h'.s 
trade of shoemaking for several years, having settled a mile and a half north 
of that place. The last three years of his life he lived with the subject anc 
wife, his death occurring on January 29, 1910, his wife having passed to her 
rest on January 10, 1897. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He was a Democrat. 

After their marriage Andrew J. Hayden and wife bought their present 
place in section 27, Jackson township, consisting of one hundred and twenty 
acres ; they also own eighty acres in section 26. This land has been well 
improved and well kept. They built their present commodious and attractive 
home in 1905, the substantial barn having been built in 1898. Mr. Hayden 
also owns one hundred and sixty acres of valuable land in Lamb county, 
Texas. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hayden, namely: Odessa 
married, in 1905, George Latch, of Ackley, Iowa, and they are the parent? 
of one child, Harold V. ; Inez M. married Lewis Latch, of Jackson township 
and they have two children, Bennie M. and Harry ; Gara A. married Ernest 
Krisbie. of Eldora township, this county, and they have one child, Kenneth 
M. ; Lee Grant is living at home; Clifford F. and Lester M. are also at home 

Mr. Hayden is a breeder of thoroughbred horses, Hamiltonian stock, and 
he is well known as a horseman, being the owner of a number of fine speci- 
mens, including "Kereri." 32109, bay stallion, foaled in 1899, record of 2:15. 
trotting on a half mile track; "Van Dresser." 49676, dark bay stallion, of 
Lexington, Kentucky, foaled 1907; "Lou Warren," sorrel mare; "Lady 
Kreso," bay mare; "Beaver Valley Girl," brown mare; "St. Athens," bay 
mire; "Countess Lovelace." bay mare; "Fluta R.," chestnut mare. He has 
in all, at this writing, forty head of fine horses, and he has been a breeder ot 
fine horses for the past twenty years. He also keeps from thirty to thirty-five 
head of Durham cattle, and many Jersey Red hogs. 

Politically, Mr. Hayden is a Republican, and he has been school direc- 
tor and treasurer of his district for many years. He is a member of the 
Methodist church at Berlin and a liberal supporter of the same. He has long 
been influential in his community and he has the good will and respect of all 
who know him. owing to his honest dealings in all the relations of life and 
his genial personality. 
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CLARK C. GLIDDEN. 

The long life of Gark C. Glidden, now living in honorable retirement 
at Hubbard, Hardin county, has been fraught with no small amount of good 
to the community where he directed his energies and talents for so many 
years, for he lived an honest, unselfish and industrious life that could not fail 
of definite and worthy results. 

Mr. Glidden was born in Washington county, Ohio, February 6, 1832, 
the son of William and Florella (Crawford) Glidden, the former born in 
Maine and he was the son of John Glidden, of that state also, he being of 
German descent. He was killed at a barn raising in Ohio before the sub- 
ject was bom. William Glidden grew up and married in Ohio and in his 
'i* youth learned the carpenter's trade, later buying a farm in Washington 
county. In 1848 he moved to Mercer county, Illinois, where he got wild land, 
and later he moved to Kansas and died there. His wife died in California. 
He was first a Whig, then a Republican, and a member of the Baptist church. 
There were the following children in his family: John, deceased; Theodore; 
Clark C, of this review; Thomas, deceased; Jefferson lives in California; 
William H. and Mary are deceased ; Cynthia, Lydia, Ann and J. S. 

Clark C. Glidden received only a limited education and he lived at home 
until he was twenty years of age. On October 4, 1854, he was married to 
Lucy Sabin, of Rensselaer county, New York, the daughter of William and 
Louise (Simmons) Sabin, both natives of New York. They moved to Mer- 
cer county, Illinois, in 1846, and there resided until 1868, when they came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought a farm in Pleasant township, and there 
he died, his wife dying in Illinois. He was twice married, his last wife being 
Nancy Perry, of Indiana; she died in Pleasant township, this county. The 
following children were born of his first union: Henry; Lucy, wife of the 
subject ; Olive, Louisa, Alice, Sallie, Charles and William. There were three 
children by Mr. Sabin's second marriage. Caroline, Miles and Ruth. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Glidden: William H. 
married Cora Miller, and he is an implement dealer at Moscow, Idaho; Edith 
married J. C. Blair, and they live in Tipton township, this county ; Ralph 
married Ida Sheldon, and they live in Hardin township, this county, 
y Clark C. Glidden lived in Illinois until 1868, when he came to Hardin 

county, Iowa, and lived one year in Pleasant township. Later he lived five 
years in Providence township, then moved to Tipton township, where he 
lived until the fall of 1901, when he moved to Hubbard, where Jie has since 
resided, being retired from active life and enjoying the fruits of his former 
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years of activity, having a pleasant and attractive home, well furnished and 
supplied with good literature. He owned eighty acres of land in Tipton 
township, which he sold in 1906. He devoted his life to farming and was 
successful. 

Mr. Glidden is one of the honored veterans of the great war of the 
Rebellion, having enlisted in Mercer county on August 4, 1862, in Company 
H, Eighty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He was sent to Quincy, that 
state, thence to Louisville, Kentucky, and was in the campaign that included 
the pursuit of General Bragg to Nashville, Tennessee, thence to Murfrees- 
boro, where the ereat battle of Stone River was fought. He was also at the 
battle of Chattanooga and in the Atlanta campaign, and was in the detach- 
ment that went back after General Hood. He was wounded at the battle of 
Resaca. May 14, 1864, having been shot through the right ankle, which re- 
sulted in his confinement in the hospital at Nashville, thence to Chattanooga 
and finally to Quincy. Illinois. He still carries the bullet. He was honorably 
discharged on July 17, 1865, at Chicago. His wound, which still troubles 
him, badly crippled him for years. According to his comrades he made 1 
very faithful and gallant soldier, never shirking his duty, however dangerous 
or arduous. Politically, he is a Republican, and is a member of the Christian 
church. 



WILLIAM CONROY. 

Among the citizens of Hardin township, Hardin county, who have built 
up a comfortable home and surrounded themselves with valuable landed es- 
tates and personal property. William Conroy, of Iowa Falls, has obtained a 
high degree of success. With few opportunities except what his own efforts 
were capable of mastering and with many discouragements to overcome, he 
has made an exceptional success in life and now, at the threshhold of old age. 
he has the gratification of knowing that he has a competency to insure against 
future want and that he is held in high regard by the community in which 
he has long lived and labored. 

Mr. Conroy was born in Chicago, Illinois, August 15, 1851. His parents 
died when he was three years old and he was reared in Wisconsin, where he 
was taken by his brother, having been brought up in the home of a family 
named Land. Much of his childhood was spent on the farm and he attended 
the common schools. In 1871 he was united in marriage with Mary Eliza- 
beth Huffman, who was born and reared in Green county. Wisconsin. She 
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was the daughter of William and Charlotte (Morton) Huffman. At the 
time of his marriage Mr. Conroy had only two dollars and fifty cents in 
money and an account of five hundred dollars for work which he had per- 
formed. He never got the five hundred and he spent the two dollars and 
fifty cents in getting married. Next day he took his axe and started out to 
work, to make his way in the great world. Starting thus empty-handed, 
under new responsibilities and in the face of all manner of obstacles, took 
courage and fortitude, but he had them — the kind of innate qualities that 
never fail to win. By slow stages he came into his own and established a 
good home. In 1875 he had accumulated two hundred dollars and a team. 
Driving thus overland to Iowa, he located south of Iowa Falls, his wife mak- 
ing the trip on the train. During the first six years of his residence here he 
farmed rented land in Jackson township, having saved enough in that time to 
buy a farm of his own. He paid L. S. Wisner ten dollars per acre for eighty 
acres. He also purchased eighty acres of the Edwards estate, for which he 
paid fifteen dollars per acre. About 1890 he bought another eighty, the 
Riley farm, and he now has one of the choice farms of the township, con- 
sisting of two hundred and forty acres, all paid for and well improved. Mr. 
Conroy continued farming until October, 1910, when, as a result of a surgi- 
cal operation, he was compelled to give up hard work, and he moved to his 
modern and attractive home in Iowa Falls. He and his wife have worked 
faithfully and industriously for what they have and are thus entitled to a 
respite. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conroy have no children of their own ; they adopted Emma 
Rickard when a little girl and she died when thirteen years of age. Later 
they took Sarah Manly, a little orphan girl, and she made her home with 
them until she was twenty- four years old, when she married and she now has 
a home of her own. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conroy are both members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, with which they became identified many years ago. 

ANSEL J. BOWMAN. 

( 

Among the honored veterans of the Civil war and the leading contractors 
and builders of Hardin county the well known and influential gentleman whose 
name forms the caption of this review is numbered. There is much that is 
commendable in the life record of Mr. Bowman, for he has been found true 
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to duty in every relation, whether of a public or private character, and while 
energy and unabiding industry have been salient features of his business 
career, hcis equally well known for his uprightness and the honorable meth- 
ods he has always followed and for his loyalty in fostering public improve- 
ments. 

Ansel J. Bowman was born in Wyoming county, New York, February 
24, 1842, and he is the son of Ansel and Julia (Granger) Bowman, the father 
a native of Vermont and the mother of New York. They were a sterling 
family and hard workers. The son, Ansel J., grew up on the home farm in 
his native state and assisted with the general work about the place during the 
summer months, attending the local schools in the winter time. He remained 
in his native community until i860, when he came to Iowa Falls, Hardin 
county. Iowa, with his parents where the family settled and where the father 
and mother spent the rest of their lives. They had hardly become comfortably 
established here when the great Civil war came on and on July 17, 1861, 
Ansel J. Bowman was sworn into the United States service as a private in 
Company C. Sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, having enlisted in the first call 
for three hundred thousand troops. He saw some hard service and proved 
to be a very faithful soldier, being in a number of engagements, including the 
battle of Shiloh; being wounded, he was discharged for disability after the 
battle of Shiloh in the spring of 1862, after which he returned home, and in 
October, 1864. he re-enlisted in Company K, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, and his 
duties were in guarding the frontier against Indians. He enlisted for one 
year, but served about thirteen months, following the red men over western 
territory. After being mustered out he returned to Iowa Falls and resumed 
the carpenter's trade, having already had some experience in this line. He 
successfully followed that occupation until along in the eighties, when he be- 
gan as an independent contractor and his efforts have been singularly success- 
ful. He has built all kinds of structures, many of the best business houses 
and attractive dwellings throughout the locality standing as monuments to 
his skill. At this writing he is engaged in erecting a large addition to the 
Christian church at Iowa Falls. Having kept -fully abreast of the times m 
all matters pertaining to the builder's art and being honest and conscientious 
in his work, he has won the good will and confidence of all with whom he has 
had dealings. 

Politically. Mr. Bowman is a Democrat, but not an office seeker, though 
he has been assessor of his township and is a member of the school board at 
the present time, having held this position for the past six years and was 
recently re-elected. 
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Mr. Bowman was married on November 22, 1866, to Lucy Martin, a 
native of Massachusetts and the daughter of John A. and Samantha (Beard) 
Martin, who were early residents of Iowa Falls, having come here on Christ- 
mas day, 1863. A sketch of Mr. Martin is found on another page of this 
work. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bowman, of whom a son 
and two daughters are living: Jennie, who is the wife of William Wood, lives 
at Armstrong, Iowa, and has three children ; Ina is the wife of Alvin Oterbach 
and they live in the south part of Iowa Falls; Frank Elmer lives in Iowa Falls 
and is engaged in the bus and transfer business. Mr. Bowman is a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

it: 

JOHN A. MARTIN. 

Among the honored and well remembered pioneers of the northern part 
of Hardin county, the late John A. Martin is deserving of a place in the 
county's history. He did much for the advancement of Iowa Falls and 
vicinity and the many kindly and public-spirited deeds he performed here will 
not soon be forgotten or their influence fade out with passing years. He 
withheld his co-operation from no movement intended to promote public im- 
provement. What he achieved in life proved his force of character and his 
steadfastness of purpose. He was a man of high moral and religious nature 
and was highly respected by all who knew him. 

Mr. Martin was born in the old Granite state, his birth having occurred 
in Bradford, New Hampshire, on July 23, 1817. He was the son of William 
Martin, who was born in Warren, New Hampshire, in 1762, and the mother 
was born in the same state in 1779. 

John A. Martin was reared with solicitous care and he was placed in 
college in his youth to prepare for the ministry, but remained only eighteen 
months, when he turned his attention to the tailor's trade which he followed 
several years with success. He then carried on a mercantile business, also 
followed farming until 1863. In December of that year he came to Hardin 
county, arriving here on Christmas day, and he at once purchased property at 
Iowa Falls, rented some land and followed farming, soon having a good start 
here. In 1866 he bought two hundred and twenty acres in sections 1 1 and 
12, for which he paid twenty-five dollars per acre, which was then considered 
an enormous price, as the property was but little improved. But Mr. Martin 
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saw that it possessed many advantages as to location, water, timber, fertility 
of soil, etc., and he at once began improving it and erecting good substantial 
buildings on the same. On this farm was the famous Siloam Springs, which 
have become a favorite resort and the place is now a most desirable and valu- 
able one. In 1877 Mr. Martin retired from active farming, having, by hard 
work and able management, laid by a competency, and he moved to a pleasant 
home in Iowa Falls. 

On April 17, 1842, Mr. Martin was united in marriage with Samantha 
Beard, who was born in Washington, Vermont, September 5, 1822, and there 
she grew up and was educated. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin continued to live in Iowa Falls until his death on 
Thanksgiving day, 1906. Mrs. Martin died July 29, 1894. 



THEODORE J. PERKINS. 

From an honored and sterling New England family is descended Theo- 
dore J. Perkins, well known and highly respected citizen of Jackson town- 
ship, Hardin county, in fact, he himself was born near Mansfield, Vermont. 
March 6. 1837. He is the son of Alfred and Mary (Miller) Perkins, the 
father a native of Canada and the mother of Vermont, to which state Alfred 
Perkins went when a boy with his parents. In 1846 he moved to Jefferson 
county, New York, where he made his home until he was fourteen years 
old. In 1 85 1 he came to Rock county, Wisconsin, locating near Beloit, where 
he secured wild timber land, which he cleared and improved. His death oc- 
curred in 1870, at the advanced age of eighty-two years, and his wife died in 
1904. when considerably older — eighty-nine. They were a fine old couple, 
members of the Presbyterian church, in which he was an active worker, and 
politically he was a Republican. They were the parents of seven children, 
namely: Mary Ann, Luther, Emily, Mary, all deceased; George lives in 
Rock county, Wisconsin ; the next died in infancy ; Theodore ]., of this re- 
view, was the fourth in order of birth. 

The subject attended the home schools and lived at home until he was 
twenty-one years of age. On December 10, 1863, he married Abigail Divan, 
a native of Coshocton county, Ohio, and the daughter of Frederick and Han- 
nah (Cessna) Divan, the father a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of In- 
diana. They grew up and married in Coshocton county, Ohio. In 1842 they 
went to Green county, Wisconsin, and in 1872 to Hardin county, Iowa, locat- 
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ing in Jackson township. The father died in 1903 and the mother in Febru- 
ary, 1887. They were members of the Lutheran church and were the parents 
of seven children, namely: Abigail, wife of Mr. Perkins; Susanna married 
George Perkins, of Rock county, Wisconsin; Helen and Mary are deceased; 
Perry lives in Thompson, Iowa ; Frederick lives in Green county, Wisconsin ; 
Lorenzo lives on a farm in Ellis township, Hardin county; Minerva married 
Durias Sanders and they live near Beloit, Kansas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perkins are the parents of five children, named as follows: 
Myra, who was killed by lightning when twenty-four years old ; Idell married 
W. E. Smith, of Union, Iowa, and they have two children, Wade and Isa- 
belle; Minnie married William Searls, of Iowa Falls, Iowa, and they have 
two children, Hampton I. and Nada. Clarence Perkins, who married Lillie 
Bende, is farming in Jackson township, this county, and is the father of two 
children, Wayne and Mary M. ; Jesse married Ella M. King, and he is em- 
ployed by the Eldora Motor Car Company, Eldora. Iowa. These children 
were all educated in the home schools. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Perkins lived in Rock county, Wis- 
consin, until 1869 and came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in section 32, 
Jackson township, on wild prairie land, on which they built a small home and 
lived in it thirty-two years, meanwhile improving their place. The present 
substantial and comfortable home was built in 1897, and all the improve- 
ments were made on the place. Mr. Perkins has prospered by reason of 
hard work and good management, and at one time he was the owner of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land. Although he has carried on general farm- 
ing and stock raising, dairying has been his main business. 

Mr. Perkins has held many of the township offices, always to the gen- 
eral satisfaction of the public. Politically, he is a Republican and a member 
of the Baptist church. He is one of the honored veterans of the Civil war, 
having enlisted in Company M, Second Illinois Light Artillery, at Beloit, 
Wisconsin, on March 6, 1862. He was sent to Harper's Ferry, Virginia. He 
was thrown from a gun on which he was riding at Martinsburg, Virginia, 
and the ribs of one side were crushed in, as a result of which he was in the 
hospital four weeks. Later he was sent to Harper's Ferry, where he was 
captured by the Confederates, and was sent to Chicago, where he was in a hos- 
pital until November 4, 1862, when he was discharged for disability. The 
accident was a very serious one, his heart being thrown out of place, and he 
was not able to work for quite a long time after the war, and he has always 
suffered from the injury. He is deserving of a great deal of credit for what 
he has accomplished, being thus handicapped and having started with practi- 
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cally nothing. When he landed in Hardin county, he had six cows and four 
horses; three of the cows and one of the horses died, but he has never been 
discouraged at bad luck and is today well fixed, has a fine farm and com- 
fortable home. 



SYLVESTER AXTELL. 

One of the old and highly esteemed pioneer citizens of Hardin count} 
is Sylvester Axtell, who, after a strenuous, helpful and honorable career, ex- 
tending over many decades, is now living in retirement in his cozy home in 
Iowa Falls, spending his "sunset years" in serenity and in the midst of plenty 
as a result of his early life of industry. He has been one of the promoters of 
civilization in this favored section of the great Iowa commonwealth and is 
eminently deserving of a place in his country's history. 

Mr. Axtell was born in Mercer county, Pennsylvania, May 5, 1824. This 
family is of English descent. The parents, Simeon and Minerva (Condit) 
Axtell, came from New Jersey to Pennsylvania in an early day, and when their 
son Sylvester was about seventeen years old they moved to Knox county. 
Illinois, where they engaged in farming, which pursuit the subject has fol- 
lowed with much success from boyhood. He received such education as was 
possible in the early schools. 

In 1850 Mr. Axtell was united in marriage with Catharine C. Finch, 
daughter of Caleb and Elizabeth (Barringer) Finch, and in 1852 they moved 
to Iowa. There being no railroads west of Chicago, they came by wagon to 
Muscatine county where they purchased a farm on which they lived four 
years, moving to Hardin county in 1856 and located among the pioneers in 
Ellis township where their son, O. L. Axtell, now resides. There Sylvester 
Axtell developed a fine farm and became very comfortably established and one 
of the leading citizens of the township, continuing to reside there until 1909, 
when he and his wife retired from active farm life and moved to Iowa Falls 
where they have a pleasant home. 

While living in Ellis township, Mr. Axtell held many of the local offices, 
always with credit and satisfaction. He has been a resident of this county 
considerably more than a half century, during which time he has lived to see 
and take part in the wonderful transformation of the wild, unbroken prairies 
to the opulent present-day conditions. The almost trackless plains were very 
sparsely settled when he came here and he underwent many of the privations 
and hardships incident to life in a new country, but was not a man to be dis- 
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couraged by obstacles and forged to the front by hard work and close applica- 
tion. In his younger days his father was a millwright, having helped build 
and operate a mill back in Pennsylvania. He has been very successful in a 
business way. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Axtell, the first dying in 
early infancy; the others are: Phoebe Caroline, wife of G. W. Hall, of Iowa 
Falls; Cora Ermina, widow of George Thayer, deceased, lives a mile south 
of the old home in Ellis township; Mary Elizabeth is the wife of Edward 
Thayer and they live in Ellis township; Willie Sylvester lives north of the 
old home place in Ellis township; Oren Lincoln lives on the home place; 
Hattie Qarinda, wife of Robert Cain, lives in Iowa Falls. The mother of 
these children died on June 14, 1900, and on September 10, 1902, Mr. Axtell 
t-f' was married to Sarah Conrov, whose death occurred on February 25, 1910. 

Mr. Axtell has outlived the other old settlers of Hardin county, there 
being now only two others living who were here when he came. 

»;* 

& 

GEORGE W. HALL. 

ft 

A successful farmer and a veteran of the late Civil war, the subject of 
this sketch is recognized as one of the leading men of the community and is 
honorably entitled to a place among the representative citizens of his adopted 
county. George W. Hall is a native of Preble county, Ohio, born on June 
27, 1843. He was reared on a farm, enjoyed such educational advantages as 
the country schools afforded and when a mere lad accompanied his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Hall, to Wabash county, Indiana, where he grew 
to maturity and where, in 1861, he enlisted in Company D, Forty-seventh 
Indiana Infantry, for service in the Civil war. The Forty-seventh was one 
of the first Indiana regiments under the President's second call to reach the 
front. It was ordered to Louisville, to form part of the force under General 
Nelson, and from thence proceeded immediately to the scene of action at 
Island No. 10, after the capture of which it took part in the reduction of the 
fort at New Madrid, Missouri, and various other skirmishes and engage- 
ments on the Mississippi river and elsewhere. During the first year and a 
half of his military life, Mr. Hall experienced not only a great deal of active 
and strenuous service, but met with several thrilling adventures, the most 
noted of which occurred during the investment and bombardment of Island 
No. 10. Some time before the fall of that stronghold, General Pope, the 
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commander of the Federal forces, authorized a scout, with a number of picked 
men, to proceed to the outer works one extremely dark night and try if pos- 
sible to put out of action certain guns which had been causing the Union force 
great annoyance and some loss. Picking their way cautiously, the scouts 
finally surprised and captured the Confederate pickets, then rushing upon the 
works, they hastily spiked the guns with rat-tail files, which they carried for 
the purpose, and returned unhurt without the loss of a man. Mr. Hall recall* 
with great interest the adventure, so fraught with danger, but in which the 
men appeared to have been guided and protected by something more than 
human power. 

From New Madrid the Federal forces were sent to Memphis, Tennessee, 
and to the Forty-seventh Indiana fell the honor of being the first regiment to 
march through the city after its fall. Mr. Hall was stationed there until June. 
1862. when he received his discharge, immediately following which he re- 
turned to Indiana and within a short time thereafter accompanied his father 
upon the latter's removal to Mitchell county. Iowa, where the latter's son-in- 
'aw was then living. The journey west was made with wagons drawn by 
horses and oxen and considerable time was consumed ere the Hall family ar- 
rived at their destination. 

During a part of the ensuing year (1863) George W. and his brother 
broke prairie with six yoke of cattle and received the sum of twenty-six dollars 
per month until the following fall, when the subject gave up his job and again 
entered the army, enlisting in October of the year indicated in Company G, 
Ninth Iowa Cavalry, which was ordered to Duvall's BlufT on the White river 
in Arkansas, for service against the guerrillas in that state. The regiment 
operated throughout the southern part of Arkansas, scouting, gathering sup- 
plies, suppressing guerrilla bands and capturing a great deal of contraband 
cotton which had been concealed in swamps, besides doing considerable fight- 
ing, having been thus engaged until the close of the war. Mr. Hall was dis- 
charged at Davenport, Iowa. February 10, 1866. Returning to his home in 
Mitchell county, he and his brother-in-law, J. C. Simpson, started overland to 
California, but in passing through Hardin county, were induced by an old 
friend of the subject, with whom he had formerly been well acquainted in 
Indiana, to proceed no farther. Being pleased with the appearance of the 
country, he finally purchased land on the south fork of the Iowa river in 
ElUs township, paying. the sum of five dollars per acre: this he subsequently 
exchanged for forty acres of heavy timber, rated at seven dollars per acre, 
which he sold from time to time in small tracts and still later after his mar- 
riage he engaged in agricultural pursuits as a renter. 
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Mr. Hall was married December 30, 1870, to Phoebe C. Axtell, daughter 
of Sylvester and Catherine C. (Finch) Axtell, who moved to Hardin county 
from Muscatine county, Iowa, in 1856, Mrs. Hall having been born in that 
county. As already stated, Mr. Hall began his married life as a renter and 
continued as such for a period of eighteen years, during which time he saved 
sufficient means to purchase in 1890 the fine farm in Ellis township on which 
he lived for twenty years and which under his efficient labors and successful 
management has been highly improved until it now ranks among the most pro- 
ductive and valuable farms of its size in the county, while as a home equipped 
with the attractions and conveniences calculated to make country life a plea- 
surable as well as a profitable experience, it certainly is not surpassed by any 
other place of like area in Ellis township. 

Land that cost him five dollars per acre, he recently sold at one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars per acre, and his home farm, for which he paid twenty 
dollars per acre, could not be purchased at this time for one hundred and fifty 
dollars per acre, the difference between the two sums indicating not only the 
rapid rise in the value of Hardin county real estate during the past few years, 
but the increase in value caused by proper tillage and a fine line of improve- 
ments as well. 

Mr. Hall's farm, which includes the southwest quarter of section 25, 
Ellis township, is situated about nine miles west of Eldora and the same dis- 
tance south of Iowa Falls, in the midst of one of the finest agricultural dis- 
tricts of Hardin county. The soil is deep and very fertile and under the 
present excellent system of tillage, it produces abundant crops of wheat, rye, 
oats, corn, hay, vegetables, fruits, etc., grown in that part of Iowa, while for 
pasturage it is unexcelled. Like other first class farms in the vicinity, as well 
as elsewhere throughout the county, its productiveness has been enhanced by 
tile drainage, of which there has been something in excess of five hundred 
rods laid, and no means are being spared in extending the tiling, which in 
due time will reach and materially affect every part of the place. Mr. Hall 
makes a specialty of no particular crop, but gives his attention to general 
farming, in which his success has been more than ordinarily gratifying. He 
is interested quite extensively in live stock, which he finds more remunerative 
than agriculture alone and by a judicious combination of the two he has 
achieved his greatest and most gratifying success. While raising a fine strain 
of Red Polled cattle and other superior breeds, he gives special attention to 
hogs, which he markets every year in large numbers and at top prices. For 
some years he favored the Chester White breed, but recently he has been de- 
voting more attention to the Duroc than to other breeds, and his success leads 
him to believe that for all purposes this breed is unexcelled. 



;< 



Digitized by Google 



894 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



SoiiK' years ago Mr. Hall bought a half section of land in North Dakota, 
with the object of assisting his children when they should leave the parental 
roof to establish homes of their own; subsequently he purchased an entire 
section in Stutsman county, that state, a part of which has already been set 
off as indicated, and in due time the remainder will be utilized as circumstances 
may require. Mr. Hall is a man of sound, practical intelligence, keenly alert 
to everything relating to his interests and in touch with all that concerns the 
prosperity and advancement of his county. He manifests commendable zeal 
in public matters, f>oth local and general, and in politics is a progressive 
Republican with advanced ideas on the leading questions and issues of the day. 
Sixteen years ago he was elected a justice of the peace and is the present 
incumbent of that office; much important business has been brought to hi? 
court and his rulings have been so fair and impartial and his decisions so 
just that few if any of the latter have suffered reversal at the hands of the 
higher tribunals. In religion he belongs with his wife to the Lincoln Meth- 
odist church, in which he has held various offices, including those of class 
leader, Sunday school superintendent, besides having been a member of the 
official lx:>ard ever since it was organized. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall have children as follows: Edith C, wife of W. E 
Canham. of Ellis township ; Arlo E.. of Stutsman county, North Dakota; Oren 
S., of Marshall. Minnesota; Byron N., who lives near Portland, Oregon; Fred 
P., of Hardin county ; and Pliny 11. , who lives at home and operates the farm. 
In addition to the above they have an adopted daughter, Ethel E. Havens, 
whom they took when a child nine years of age. who is now a young lady with 
all the privileges and immunities enjoyed by their own offspring. Mr. Hall 
moved to Iowa Palls in March. 191 1. where he now lives. 



ASA L. BUSH NELL. 

A citizen of Hubbard, Hardin county. Iowa, who is well known in his 
community as a man who has ever done all in his power for the betterment 
of the common welfare, and as an honest dealing and successful merchant, and 
whose life has been full of interesting and varied experience, is Asa L. Bush- 
nell. who was born on June 18. 1847, m Oneida county, New York, the son of 
Loren and Susan (Davis) Bushnell. His father was one of the twelve children 
of Asa Bushnell, and spent his life in farming, dying in New York in 1858. 
at the age of fifty-seven. His mother was born in New York also, the daugh- 
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ter of Ichabod Davis, and died at Lee Center, New York, where she is buried, 
in 1853, a £ e d forty-six. Loren and Susan Bushnell were the parents of the 
following children: Henry, who died young; Asa L. ; and Mary, who died 
as a young girl. After Susan Bushnell's death Loren Bushnell was married 
to Eliza Sheldon, a daughter of George and Annie Sheldon, farmers of New 
York. She bore to Mr. Bushnell one son, Daniel George Sheldon Bushnell, 
a traveling man residing in Vermont. 

Asa L. Bushnell received his early education in New York, and lived 
with his uncle, Seymour Davis, a farmer of Oswego, New York. While liv- 
ing with him, at the age of eighteen, on January 4, 1864, Asa enlisted at 
Orwell, New York, in Company G, Twenty- fourth New York, to serve three 
years or during the war. On June 2, 1864, he was wounded at Petersburg, 
Virginia. On June 17, 1865, he was transferred to the First Provincial 
Cavalry, Company G, and was mustered out on June 27, 1865. He took part 
in the following engagements, among others : the battle of the Weldon Rail- 
road, Cold Harbor, North Anna River, the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Toto- 
potomy and Petersburg, and saw much hard fighting. After receiving his 
wound he was sent to the Satterlee General Hospital, at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. His war record was that of a brave and efficient soldier. 

After the war Asa L. Bushnell returned to New York and for a time 
followed farming, then clerked in a store, and became the owner of a general 
store at Richland, New York. He was married in 1868 to Mary Reynolds, 
who was born in Canada in 1850, the daughter of George and Sarah (Ball) 
Reynolds, who came from Ireland and settled at Cape Vincent, Newfound- 
land. They were burned out here and moved to Canada. The father died 
in 1853 and the mother also is deceased. Their children were : Margaret, 
who married George Rook, formerly of Canada; Rebecca, who married Ed. 
Lyon, a farmer of New York; John, deceased, a farmer of Canada; George, 
a blacksmith of Illinois; William, a farmer of New York, who married Rose 
Duffy; Mary; Sarah, unmarried, living in Oswego county, New York. 

In the same year that he was married Mr. Bushnell came to Hardin 
county, Iowa, and located near Point Pleasant, Tipton township, where he 
lived on a farm and improved it for three years, at the expiration of which 
time he opened a store at Point Pleasant, and there kept the postoflfice and 
ran a stage office. This town is now entirely wiped out. Later Mr. Bushnell 
again returned to farming, in which he was engaged for six years at a place 
one mile west of Point Pleasant. He then moved to Hubbard, Iowa, and 
until two years ago very successfully operated a general store and hotel. In 
1908 he suffered a stroke of paralysis, which, though it did not entirely dis- 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



able him, incapacitated him from active work, and now he finds a comfortable 
home with his daughter Stella, the wife of Charles Schroeder, of Hubbard 
In politics Mr. Bushnell has always been a Republican. He is a man much 
esteemed and respected in the village of Hubbard, where the true worth oi his 
character is known and appreciated. 

Mr. Bushnell is the father of the following children: Frank, born in 
1869, married Viva Yitenvoss, who has borne to him four children, George, 
Asa (deceased). Glen and Calla. He lives in Hubbard. Susan, who was 
born in 1871, married H. E. Martin, of Iowa Falls, and is the mother of two 
children, Ross and Vera. Stella married Charles Schroeder, of Hubbard, and 
is the mother of three children, Nellie, Harold and Mary. Charles was born 
in 1880 and lives in Eldora. He married Nellie Doan, who has borne to him 
two children, Gladys and Yeda. Roy, born in 1887, is a telegraph operator. 



ISAAC M. EICK. 

Farming nowadays is quite an easy and agreeable task, or rather voca- 
tion, to what it was in the days of the pioneers. With our modern imple- 
ments to lighten all kinds of labor and with our advanced methods of scien- 
tific agriculture, there is no life that is freer from anxiety, worry and down- 
right physical discomfort than that of the husbandman. One of this lucky 
number is Isaac M. Eick, who owns a fine farm in Jackson township, Har- 
din county, and who was born in Sussex county, New Jersey. November 7, 
1853. He is the son of Jacob and Minnie (Dow) Eick, both natives of the same 
locality in which the subject was born. The mother died on November 20. 
1853. and the father then married Maria J. Raker, a native of the state of 
New York. Jacob Eick spent his early life in his native state, was educated 
in the common schools and there he devoted his attention to farming. He 
emigrated to Rock ford county, Illinois, being one of the pioneers there. He 
secured wild land in Whiteside county, Illinois, and there made his home 
several years. He later made his home at Lanark. Carroll county, that state, 
and there his death occurred. His second wife died in New York. He was a 
member of the city council in Lanark; politically he was a Republican. " e 
was the father of nine children by his first marriage, namely : Alfred, who 
followed blacksmithing in Princeton, Illinois, died in 1909; Mary died m 
Illinois; George I). is farming in Nebraska; John is a plumber and lives at 
Sterling. Illinois; Jacob, who was a blacksmith, died in March. 1907; Kate 
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lives in Greeley, Nebraska; Hattie married Bruce Lynk, and lives in Eldora, 
Iowa; Emma lives in Curry, Minnesota; Isaac M., of this review. 

The subject grew up in Whiteside county, Illinois, and attended the 
home schools. When twenty years of age he came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
accompanied by John Lynk, for whom he worked by the year three years. He 
married Frances Curtis in August, 1876. She was born in Lena, Illinois, 
and was the daughter of Uriah and Maria J. (Verbeck) Curtis, natives of 
Canada. In 1841 they came to Freeport, Illinois, and also lived in Lena, that 
state. In 1872 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in Jackson 
township, section 20, and there the father's death occurred September 1, 
1877, his wife dying in Eldora, this county, December 31, 1907, surviving her 
husband thirty years. Mr. Curtis was a member of Company G, Ninety- 
second Illinois Regiment, in which he served three years. His family Con- 
sisted of three children: Frances, wife of Mr. Eick; Alta lives in Eldora, 
Iowa; Fred died in infancy. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Eick : II. Leroy 
is operator at the union station in Marshalltown, Iowa, for the Chicago & 
Northwestern railroad ; he married Anna Smyth ; he was educated in the home 
schools, and successfully taught school in Hardin county for seven years. 
He attended school in Des Moines and took up telegraphy first at Cora, Iowa, 
later working at different places; he has been located at Marshalltown for 
the past two years, having been in the employ of the same company all the 
while. W. Earl Eick, who is farming in Jackson township, Hardin county, 
married Minnie Crippen; Zella Eick died when thirteen years of age. 

After his marriage Mr. Eick and wife located at Curtis Corners, Jack- 
son township, this county, where they lived for twenty-four years, moving 
to the farm on which they now reside in 1870. It is known as the "Maple 
Ridge Farm" and is one of the most desirable in the township. It has been 
greatly improved by Mr. Eick, who built a modern and commodious home in 
1902, and a substantial barn in 1905. He has always been a farmer and his 
efforts have been crowned with abundant success. He raises Hereford, Jer- 
sey and Durham cattle, Duroc and Jersey Red hogs, Norman and Hamilton 
horses, all of which never fail to find a very ready market owing to their su- 
perior quality. He has always been a great lover of good horses and is one of 
the best judges of a horse in the county, having raised some fine ones. 

Mr. Eick has never been an aspirant for office, but he is faithful in his 
support of the Republican party. He belongs to the Modern Brotherhood of 
America at Owasa, Iowa. 

(57) 
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HENRY H. GRANNER. 

The life story of no man can exceed in interest that of him who comes 
to this the land of opportunity an immigrant and who, in a strange land, 
hampered by a lack of knowledge of language and customs, yet overcomes all 
obstacles and reaches a position of influence in his adopted country. Such 
has been the history of Henry Granner. He was born in Germany, on Novem- 
ber 9. 1853, the son of John and Minnie (Soashmeier) Granner, who spent 
their lives in Germany. His father died in 1904, aged eighty-six, his mother 
in 1870, aged forty-two. Their children were Henry; August, a farmer of 
Germany; Minnie, who married William Korb, a farmer of Germany; Her- 
man, a farmer of Grant township, Hardin county, Iowa; Lina, who married 
William Gelhouse, a farmer of Grant township; Lottie, who married a farmer 
in Germany ; Fred, who died aged eight ; and Helen, who died aged four. 

Henry Granner received his early education in Germany and supple- 
mented this by later study in the United States. On October n, 1871, he 
bought a ticket from a German port to Eldora, Iowa. Failing to get off the 
train when it passed Ackley, Hardin county, Iowa, he was carried on to Iowa 
Falls, where he arrived about one A. M. and the bunch of immigrants were 
driven out of the depot into the rain by the agent. They camped out in the 
dismal weather until morning, when they were accosted by a countryman, 
who was working in a railroad gang. His appearance was welcome, for they 
could speak hardly a word of English. This man took Mr. Granner to a 
hotel, and got him something to eat, then he was driven to Eldora and turned 
over to a German there. At first he engaged to work for Mr. Moir. the editor 
of this history of Hardin county, but prospects seemed better to go to Grant 
township, where the Germans were settling. As he had only twenty dollars, 
he worked for awhile and then finally bought forty acres of raw prairie in Grant 
township. This he broke and planted it, but the first crop was a failure. 
However the second was a bumper and gave him a start, and he has made his 
home in Grant township, working early and late, until by his perseverance he 
has become the owner of four hundred acres of land besides a fine modem 
residence in Hubbard village, where he has lived in recent years. 

The first marriage among the Germans in Grant township took place in 
1873, when Mr. Granner was married to Henrietta Hulcher, who was boffl 
on November 19. 1848, in Germany, the daughter of Adolph and Lottie 
(Stukenburg) Hulcher, who were farmers in Germany, came to the United 
States in 1870. and died in Hardin county. Iowa. To this marriage fourteen 
children were born. 
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In politics Mr. Granner is a Republican, and his popularity among the 
people of his nationality and their confidence in him is shown by the fact that 
he was for twenty-five years either trustee, assessor or member of the school 
board of Grant township. Mrs. Granner is a member of the German Baptist 
church. Mr. Granner is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, of 
the Knights of Pythias and of the Masons. He believes that if he follows 
the precepts of a good lodge they will sufficiently & iiide him in his conduct 
to make him a good citizen and render his eternal life as certain as would any 
other course of action. Mr. Granner is known far and wide as a farmer and 
business man who has no superiors in his township and whose remarkable 
success is fully accounted for by his keenness of intelligence and his persistent 
energy. His success, coupled with his companionable qualities, have won for 
him the confidence and esteem of his neighbors, among whom he is a leader. 



jf HERMAN DREIER. 

r' 

There is nothing more interesting than to trace the career of an immigrant 
to this country, like Herman Dreier, who. coming to a foreign land, handi- 
capped by his lack of knowledge of the language, and without capital, yet 
overcomes these difficulties by perseverance and thrift and attains a position 
of prosperity and influence, while many a native son of the land, who at the 
start possesses manv advantages over the immigrant, falls behind in the race 
of life. 

Herman Dreier was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1845. tne son of 
Frederick and Sophia (Beckman) Dreier. His father was a farmer in 
Germany, and died there at the age of seventy-six, his mother dying at the 
age of sixty-five. They were the parents of the following children : Henry, 
who remained in Germany; John, of Chicago; Herman; Fred, a merchant of 
Havana, Illinois; Dora, who died in Germany; Margery, of Radcliffe, Hardin 
county, Iowa; Mary, who died in Chicago; Mena, of Minnesota; and Sophia, 
who died in Germany. 

Herman Dreier received his early education in Germany, and on Novem- 
ber 1. 1868, left with his brother John to seek his fortune in America, the land 
of opportunity. For four years Herman worked on a farm in Mason county, 
Illinois, then came to Hardin county, Iowa, and located on eighty acres of 
prairie land near Radcliffe, which he broke and traded for land in Tipton 
township, where he has lived for the past thirty-six years, until recently he 
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moved to Hubbard, and is there living in a beautiful house with all modem 
conveniences, including steam heat and water, and is in his older days reaping; 
the reward of his earlier life of toil. 

On February 8, 1874, Herman Dreier was married to Helena Muhlen 
bein, who was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, on August 10, 1847, and died 
on January 22, 1909, after thirty- four years of married life. She was a mem 
ber of the Baptist church. To this union the following children were born: 
Helena, born on November 12, 1874, married Christ Luhman, a farmer 0: 
Tipton township; Herman, born on February 20, 1876, died when one yea: 
old; Frederick, horn on May 1, 1 878, married Hulda Cesnian, and is farming 
in Tipton township; Herman, born on August 11, 1880, married Etta Marling, 
and is farming in Tipton township; Mary, born on February 11, 1882, mar- 
ried Preston Farris, a farmer of Ellis township, Hardin county; Ernest, born 
on April 14, 1884, married Bertha Ncaring, and is farming in Tipton town- 
ship; Amanda, born on January 14, 1886, married Lonnie Blair, a farmer of 
Ellis township, Hardin county; Emma, born on February 12, 1887, married 
Louis Eller, a farmer of German township, Hardin county. Charlotte, born 
on February 6, 1888. is at home; William, born on March 18, 1890, is attend- 
ing school at Des Moines. Iowa. Mrs. Dreier had two children by a previous 
marriage, viz: Amelia, born on September 15, 1869, who married Louis 
Brower, a farmer of Pleasant township, Hardin county ; Theodore, born on 
July 1. 1 87 1, married Mena Helfinger, and is farming in Tipton township. 

Herman Dreier has seen much hard work in his life, for such was re- 
quired to win success against obstacles, and to properly rear his large family. 
But his work has been repaid, and now in his prosperity he can look out on 
his sons and daughters filling useful places in the world, and can, like a patri- 
arch of old, take a pride in the numerous family of children and grandchildren 
of which he is the head. He is a man much esteemed and respected by those 
who know him. 



JACOB FAUST, SR. 

Hardin county is greatly indebted to the German element that has come 
here, many of them among the pioneers, and assisted in the development of 
the locality from the wild prairie to its present high standing among the 
sister counties of the Hawkeye state. Of this praiseworthy contingent the 
name of Jacob Faust is worthy of special mention here. 
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Mr. Faust was born in Ernsthausen, Hessen-Cassel, Germany, on Aug- 
ust 17, 1842. He is the son of Henry and Christina (Holzapfel) Faust. He 
grew to maturity in his native land and was educated there, spending his 
early life on the farm. In 1867 he married Anna Gertie Imhoff, who was 
born and grew up in his native community. She was the daughter of Jo- 
hannes and Elizabeth (Hesse) Imhoff. 

Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Faust, of this review, 
named as follows: Lizzie is the wife of Fred Siekman, of Tipton town- 
ship, whose sketch is to be found in this work. Anna married Herman K. 
Granner, who is also represented in this work. Jacob Faust, Jr., lived west 
of Hubbard on his farm; Henry is a minister in the Evangelical church and 
lives at Waterloo; Conrad lives in Sherman township, this county, where 
he has his own farm; Louisa is the wife of Rev. George Bergeman, an Evan- 
gelical minister at Ackley, Iowa; Bessie is the wife of Fred Nassen, and they 
live in Tipton township; Rena is the wife of George Nassen, and lives 
in Hubbard; Clouse is unmarried and lives at home; Emma is also a member 
of the family circle ; she is the only one of these children to be born in Ameri- 
ca, the other ten having been born in Germany. Some of them came to the 
United States before the father, John having made his advent at Hubbard 
six years prior to that time; Anna came in 1877, and Lizzie the following 
year. 

Mr. Faust has devoted his life to agricultural pursuits and he owned a 
small farm in Germany. Early in life he learned the blacksmith's trade and 
followed that for some time in his native land. Not being able to get the 
foothold in his own country he desired or deserved, considering his hard- 
working habits and honest methods, he emigrated to America in September, 
1890, and bought a farm in the southwestern part of Tipton township, Har- 
din county. Iowa, where he has since resided. He has a fine farm of one 
hundred and seventy-two acres, well improved and well tilled and he has a 
nice home and has never had occasion to regret his coming to the new world. 



JOSEPH HENRY SMITH. 

Joseph H. Smith, formerly well known as a retired merchant, farmer, 
contractor, etc., and an early settler of Marshalltown, Iowa, was a native of 
Plattsburg, New York, born April 3, 1825. Mr. Smith was a man of inde- 
pendent ideas, thoroughly trained in the school of practical business, and 
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always able to take care of himself. In the sense in which the term is under- 
stood, he was a "self-made" man, if there ever were any such. He began his 
life career on his own account at a very early age, being scarcely seven years 
old when his father died. The family possessed but little of the world's 
goods and the boy went out to work for self-support. He lived in Seneca 
county. Ohio, until eighteen years old, when he began to take contracts to 
clear timber lands. Every one knows that this was the hardest kind of 
manual labor, and that the emoluments therefrom were not extravagant; but 
he continued in this laborious work until he had acquired a small nest egg upon 
which to build himself a home. He bought a tract of unimproved land in 
Williams county, Ohio, and continued his operations in clearing until he had 
opened up a model farm of about three hundred acres. He was married be- 
fore he was nineteen and soon had a family of sons as well as an industrious 
and frugal wife, to aid him in his early efforts. Among all of his various 
early ventures, Mr. Smith learned the shoemaker's trade in Seneca county. 
Ohio, and followed his trade for some ten years, mostly in Marshalltown, 
Iowa, where he located with his family in October, 1853. At that time the 
town had a population of three hundred, which was considered a pretty good 
town for interior Iowa. Here in Marshalltown Mr. Smith began a career of 
mercantile life, erecting buildings and developing industries, which character- 
ized all his active years. In 1862 he built the first brick store building in 
the town and put in a stock of foot-wear, continuing his repair work estab- 
lished nine years before, but now adding the feature of harness making and 
repairing, not previously represented in the place. Soon after opening the 
lines of business above referred to. he formed a partnership with \Y. S. Rice, 
and they put in a stock of general merchandise which included groceries and 
provisions, displaying their goods in the store building already occupied with 
the shoe store. In 1866 Mr. Smith sold his interest in the dry goods and 
grocery business to his partner. Mr. Rice, with whom he had erected another 
brick block. But Mr. Smith had erected several residences in Marshalltown. 
some of which he owned until 1909. He also owned the two business blocks, 
which are still in use. until the date above written, when he sold all his inter- 
ests in Marshalltown. For a number of years he and Rice owned and oper- 
ated a tannery in Marshalltown. the first and only one in the county. 

It seems that Fldora was at a "stand-still" in 1866. for Mr. Smith in that 
year built the first house that was erected in the place in eight years. He 
brought a stock of goods with him from Marshalltown, and these he opened 
to trade in an old frame building on the north side of the square. But he soon 
put up a new frame building. In 1877 he erected two brick store buildings. 
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one to accommodate his own business and the other to rent. He later built 
two more brick buildings on the west side of the Square, and replaced his 
first frame building with a substantial brick. In this, in company with S. E. 
Whitney, he opened up a general merchandise business. Mr. Smith's sons 
soon became interested in this as partners, the firm title then becoming J. H. 
Smith & Sons. Eddington Brothers and John Patterson were in the dry 
goods business in Eldora when Mr. Smith came to the town. About 1885 
Mr. Smith bought the clothing and shoe stock then owned by John Patterson 
and in attempting to repair the building, it fell to the ground, and he erected 
a new building on the site. In the meantime, during these years of home ex- 
pansion, Mr. Smith was also building stores and stocking them in other 
localities. He built a brick store at North wood, Worth county, stocked it and 
put his son Albert in charge, who remained there until he died. The next 
venture was at Conrad, Grundy county, where he built and stocked one gen- 
eral store and rented the other buildings. He platted and laid out the town 
of Owasa, on the Northwestern railroad in Hardin county, and built and 
stocked the first store there. This was operated by J. H. Smith & Sons. They 
soon sold out the town lots and stock of goods. 

Mr. Smith commenced buying land soon after coming to the county, his 
first venture being in 1868, when he bought one hundred and forty acres at 
the rate of twelve dollars and fifty cents per acre. Upon this he erected a 
brick residence, built a barn and made other necessary improvements and car- 
ried on the farm with hired help. This farm is located three miles south of 
Eldora. He bought another farm of one hundred and sixty acres near the 
above, and this is one of the best farms in Hardin county, being located one 
mile south of the city limits. He has two farms aggregating three hundred 
and twenty-three acres in Union township, and another of one hundred and 
fifty-six acres on South fork, four miles southwest of Eldora. These lands cost 
from twelve dollars and fifty cents to twenty-five dollars per acre, none above 
the latter figure. They are worth today from one hundred dollars to one 
hundred and seventy-ve dollars per acre, hence the investments in land have 
been profitable. But what of the extensive mercantile ventures recorded 
above? During the years 1873 to 1876. inclusive, Mr. Smith averaged annual 
sales of sixty thousand dollars, while his extensive business in building, rent- 
ing and selling was an item of no small importance. Mr. Smith was averse 
to partnership business and said he never made any money when interested 
with others, but always was successful when alone in business. He donated 
about a thousand dollars to the state of Iowa in order to secure the establish- 
ment of the State Industrial School at Eldora. He assisted in building the 
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city's electric light plant, which was rebuilt, and the capital doubled. He was 
interested in the promotion of early railroads and in the building of churches, 
schools, etc. 

Mr. Smith was a member of the Masonic fraternity for sixty years, 
being initiated at Marshalltown. He was a charter member of Rldora Chap- 
ter, Royal Arch Masons, and served as worshipful master of the blue lodge 
in that place. He assisted in organizing the Hardin County Agricultural 
Society and was a life member of the association. In earlier life he was ex- 
tensively interested in stock raising, feeding and shipping from his farms. 

Joseph H. Smith was married in his nineteenth year, in Seneca county. 
Ohio, to Anna Poats, who was reared in Ohio. She died in 1887, after a 
sojourn of forty-three years together. Five children came to bless this happy 
union: Amanda is the wife of Cornelius Nelson, of Eldora; Jane married 
John S. Hadley, of Superior, Wisconsin; Frank A., at Oskaloosa, Iowa; 
Albert died at Northwood, Iowa; Millard was also a member of the old mer- 
cantile company of father and sons and died in Eldora. These sons grew 
up around their father's stores, and as each became twenty-one years of age, 
he was given a one thousand dollar interest in the business and set to work. 

Mr. Smith was married to his present widow in November, 1888. She 
was Mrs. Roxa (Fisher) Brickel, a widow with three children. The only 
survivors of these are Nellie, now the wife of Max Teske, a farmer on one 
of the J. H. Smith farms, and Harry Brickel lives in Eldora and is engaged 
in grocery business. Frank Brickel died in 1910 at the age of twenty-three. 
Mr. Smith died May 16, 191 1. 



JACOB FREDERICH. 

Hardin county has been singularly fortunate in securing so many high 
grade citizens from the German empire, for they have come here for the pur- 
pose of developing her rich latent resources and they have bent every effort 
to better their condition, but while doing so have not neglected their duties of 
citizenship, having, without exception, supported our institutions and been 
loyal to our government, although always retaining an inherent love for the 
fatherland, which of course is quite natural and right, even though they found 
it to their advantage to leave it for a land of vaster opportunities and freer 
government. 

One of this number who is deserving of specific mention in a history of 
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this county is Jacob Frederich, who was born January 25, 1848, in Witten- 
burg, Germany. He is the son of Jacob and Catherine Frederich, both natives 
of the above named place, and they spent their lives on a farm in their native 
land; they were members of the Evangelical church. The mother of the 
subject first married a Mr. Crouse, ot Germany, and two children, Gottlieb 
and Catherine, were born to them. There were three children by her marriage 
with Mr. Frederich, namely: Jacob, of this review; Catherine, who lives in 
Wittenburg, Germany, and Godfrey, who lives in Michigan. 

Mr. Frederich, of this review, was educated in Germany, where he spent 
his early life. He emigrated to America in 1864. first locating six miles east 
of Wabash. Indiana, where he remained two years, following his trade of 
tanner for a number of years. After spending some time in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, he returned to Wabash county, Indiana, and was compelled to 
leave again on account of his health. He went back to Ann Arbor, and in 
1878 he went back to Germany and stayed three months and then came back 
to Hardin county, Iowa. He was married in 1873 to Fredericka Maria Neu- 
enfeldt, of Pommern, Germany, daughter of William and Maria (Granzow) 
Neuenfeldt, natives of Musseken, Germany, where they grew up and mar- 
ried and emigrated to America in 1869, locating in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
later lived in Grand Rapids, the father working at his trade of cabinet maker. 
In 1876 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating near Steamboat Rock, 
where they rented land, then came to Buckeye township and bought two hun- 
dred acres of new land in section 25, which the father improved, also worked 
at the carpenter's trade. Here he and his wife spent the rest of their lives, 
Mr. Neuenfeldt dying on March 29, 191 1, his wife having preceded him to 
the grave on May 25, 1902. They were members of the Lutheran church, 
were popular with a wide circle of friends, and they were the parents of nine 
children, namely: Fredericka Maria, wife of the subject; Herman lived in 
Berlin, Germany; Carl is deceased; Rembolt and William are also deceased; 
Gusta, who married John Scheunemann. of Buckeye township, is deceased; 
Carl, the second, is deceased; Gustaf lives in Ellis township; Emil C. lives on 
the home farm in Buckeye township. 

Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Frederich, namely. 
Maria married Fred Vierkandt, of Buckeye township, this county, and they 
have had five children, Carl, Dora, Julia*, Gertrude and Marie, the last named 
being deceased ; Amanda, who married Cornelius Lake, of Ellis township, has 
one son, Ray ; Edith, who married Will Boeke, lives in Osceola county, Iowa, 
and has two children. Leo and Maria; Martha, who married William Hoel- 
scher, of Grant township, has two children, Luella and Wilfred ; Minnie, who 
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married John Hartman, a carpenter of Buckeye township, has two children, \ 
Howard and Arvilla; Ada, who married Simon Boeke, a produce dealer of 
Hubbard, Iowa, has two sons, Kermet and Herold; Magdalena died young; 
Gertrude is a milliner by trade. 

After Mr. Frederich came to Hardin county he farmed one year in 
Pleasant township and three years on another place, then came to Buckeye 
township and purchased eighty acres in section 13, all wild land; later selling 
this place, he rented a farm a year and in 1882 he bought one hundred and 
twenty acres in section 24, which he now owns and which he has kept well 
improved and well tilled, making a success of general fanning and stock 
raising; however, he is now living retired in his pleasant home in the village 
of Buckeye, where he moved in 1909. He made a specialty of raising Red- 
Polled cattle, and a good grade of horses and hogs. Besides his home, he 
also owns two lots in Buckeye. Politically, he is a Democrat and was school 
director for four years. He and his wife are members of the Evangelical 
church at Buckeye. They started in life with small capital and no assistance 
from others, but by working hard and managing well, have succeeded in an 
admirable manner. No family in Buckeye township is held in higher esteem 
than the Frederichs. 



EUGENE STAFFORD ELLSWORTH. 

Eugene S. Ellsworth was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1848, the 
son of Orlando and Almira (Shaw) Ellsworth, a sterling old family of the 
Empire state who came to Milwaukee from Oswego county, New York, in 
1836. The father organized a company during the Civil war and went to the 
front as a captain, his son. Eugene S., of this review, accompanying him as a 
drummer boy. They served eighteen months when the elder Ellsworth's 
resignation became imperative on account of failing health, and the son, being 
under age. was obliged to come home with him. The family moved to Iowa 
in 1866. where the father opened a livery barn and young Ellsworth drove 
prospective land purchasers over the then wild and sparsely settled prairies, 
and thus gained his rare knowledge of locations and the values of Iowa lands. 
In 1870 the son. then grown to manhood, opened a land and loan office in 
Iowa halls; but before he engaged in business for himself he had attended the 
common schools and completed the course at Baily's Business College in 
Dubuque. The elder Ellsworth's death occurred two years later in 1872. 
The land and loan office prospered. The training of the earlier years was 
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brought to bear in the business and in a few years E. S. Ellsworth's holdings 
of Iowa lands became most extensive and at the time of his death there were 
few counties or towns in northern Iowa in which he did not have some inter- 
est. In those early days he also did a great deal of loaning on Iowa farms 
for eastern investors and continued this branch of his business until the time 
of his death. So well was this part of his colossal affairs managed that in 
thirty-five years he did not meet with a single loss. 

In September, 1872, Mr. Ellsworth was united in marriage with Hattie 

A. Northop, of Otisville, now Dows, Iowa, and to this union two children 
were born, Ernest Orlando, a graduate of the Shattuck Military School, who 
has been one of the head men in the business built up by his father, for a num- 
ber of years; and Caroline Parsons, a graduate of Vassar and for a number 
of years a teacher in Ellsworth College; she is now the wife of Dr. Lewis 

B. Morton. 

When the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern railroad was built. Mr. 
Ellsworth became a director and one of its largest stockholders and one of the 
heaviest investors in the town lot company that laid out the towns on that 
line between Iowa Falls and Estherville. About 1899 he conceived the idea 
of building a steam railroad from Iowa Falls to Des Moines and subsequently 
planned and constructed the Des Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern railroad, of 
which he was the able and energetic president until about 1905, when he sold 
his interest in the road and retired from the presidency. Among the numer- 
ous real estate holdings which he owned are a splendid and very valuable 
farm of thirty-seven hundred acres near Dolliver, Emmet county; another 
large improved estate at Crystal Lake, both of which were given to Ellsworth 
College as an endowment fund, and a third near Dows in Wright county. 
He also owned much land in the Southern states. Besides these valuable 
possessions he had many lesser interests in farms and city property in invest- 
ments in dozens of banks throughout the northern half of the state. He was 
for years president of the First National Bank of Iowa Falls and a director 
in the State National Bank, the Home Savings Bank of Iowa Falls and the 
State Bank of Dows. 

Mr. Ellsworth was prominent in the affairs of the Republican party. 
He was delegate-at-large from Iowa to the national convention in Chicago. 
For many years he ranked as one of the prominent Masons of the state, hav- 
ing attained the thirty-second degree and was one of the charter members of 
St. Elmo Commandery No. 48, Knights Templar. He was at one time 
mayor of Iowa Falls and gave the people a progressive and appreciative ad- 
ministration. For years he had been a member of the Grant Club in Des 
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Moines and was held in the highest esteem by all the leading citizens of the 
capital city. 

A number of years ago the popular and widely known firm of Ellsworth 
& Jones was formed, the subject and L. E. Jones becoming partners in what 
proved, in due course of time, to be a thriving business in land and loans, 
and is no doubt one of the best known firms of its kind in Hardin and adjoin- 
ing counties, if not throughout the state of Iowa. They established branch 
offices in eastern cities to assist them in carrying on their extensive business. 
The firm was incorporated in 1906 so that it could more successfully meet 
the growing demands of its immense land and loan business. 

His buildings in Iowa Falls are of a class well suited to cities much 
larger than this. The Metropolitan Opera House, one of the finest of the 
smaller theaters of the stale, was made possible through the liberality and 
home pride of Mr. Ellsworth. His public spirit was shown not only in the 
splendid opera house, but in the Ellsworth Hospital, an institution which, 
for equipment and facility of accommodation, has. few superiors in the West; 
in Ellsworth-Carnegie Library, made possible by the subject's contribution of 
eight thousand dollars, and in Ellsworth College, to which at various times 
he gave large sums, aggregating upwards of half a million dollars. The golf 
grounds, the zoological park and the athletic park are among his benefactions 
to his home city. Besides many other bequests he left as follows: Two 
thousand dollars for a soldiers' monument, one thousand dollars for a public 
drinking fountain, two thousand dollars for the erection of statues in the 
public park, and twenty-five thousand dollars for the Home of the Aged at 
Iowa Falls. 

The death of this distinguished citizen occurred on February 15. i9°7> 
after a continued trouble for which he had been treated both in Europe and 
America — a hardening of the heart muscles. Thousands called to pay their 
last respects to his memory, several hundred coming from surrounding towns 
and country. 

Surviving him are his widow, a woman of culture and refinement, who 
has long been a favorite with a wide circle of friends, and two children, all 
of whom continue to reside in Iowa Falls except the daughter, now Mrs. 
Lewis B. Morton, who is at present living in California. The son, E. O. 
Ellsworth, is actively engaged in the large business built up by his father, and 
has proven to be a worthy son of a worthy sire in even- respect. 

Mrs. Ellsworth is one of the most active women in the public life of 
Iowa Falls, especially in connection with the hospital founded by her husband. 
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and the public library. She is a member of the Congregational church in Iowa 
Falls and is one of the leading spirits in the Associated Charities organization. 
She is also a trustee of Ellsworth College. She is a member of the Hampton 
Chapter, Daughters of American Revolution. 



FERDINAND BEKEMEIER. 

One of the worthy and highly respected German citizens who honored 
Hardin county with their residence and by indomitable energy and adherence 
to right principles benefited alike themselves and the community in general, 
the name of the late Ferdinand Bekemeier, of Tipton township, should re- 
ceive special attention at the hands of the biographer, for his example is 
well worthy of imitation by the youth whose destinies are matters for future 
years to determine. 

Mr. Bekemeier was born in Lippe, Germany, in 1842, and there he grew 
to maturity and attended school and there he lived until he was twenty- 
eight years of age. Emigrating to the United States in 1870, he came direct 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and established his home near where the town of 
Hubbard is now located. . For a time he worked out as a farm hand, buying 
a farm about 1872 in section 34 v Tipton township, just east of where Hub- 
bard now stands. About the same time he married Mary Wiechman, daughter 
of Henry and Mary (Wieneke) Wiechman. She was born in Lippe, near 
Detmold, Germany, November 13, 1852, and there spent her girlhood years, 
she and her sister coming to Grant county, Wisconsin, about 1866, where 
they continued to reside until about 1869, then came to the neighborhood of 
Hubbard, Iowa. Their brother, Fred Wiechman, came to Hardin county 
about the same time and now lives in Dickson county, at Lake Park, Iowa. 
The parents of Mrs. Bekemeier finally came from Wisconsin, bringing the 
rest of the family. 

Two children were born to the subject, namely : William F. and Al- 
vina, the latter the wife of John L. Hornung. of this county, a sketch of 
whom appears in this volume. 

Mr. Bekemeier was a very successful farmer and also raised fine horses 
and other stock, keeping several high grade stallions. He prospered as the 
years went by and from time to time added to his original holdings until he 
became the owner of six hundred acres of valuable land, all in Tipton town- 
ship, with the exception of eighty acres in Grant township. He kept his 
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land well improved and under a fine state of cultivation, being regarded as one 
of the skillful and substantial agriculturists and stock men of his township. 

His first wife died on December 19, 1880, and some two years later he 
returned to Germany on a visit and there married Charlotte Nolting, and 
soon afterwards brought her back to his home here. One daughter was born 
to them, Mary, who married Charles Mannetter, of Tipton township, this 
county. 

Mr. Bekemeier was one of the early settlers here from Germany and. 
being a man of splendid endowments of head and heart, his countrymen who 
settled in Hardin county often came to him for advice and encouragement, 
and often he assisted his friends through financial stringencies. He was a 
man of progressive ideas and tried to keep abreast of the times in every re- 
spect. He owned the first self-binder that was seen in this part of the county, 
a type of the old wire binder. He was very active in founding the German 
Lutheran church here, the first church built in Hubbard. He did not permit 
the hardships or inconveniences of pioneer life to dishearten him. When he 
built his home and barn he was compelled to haul his lumber from Iowa 
halls, a much harder trip then than now, for the road wound around ponds 
and over unbridged streams, follow ing the ridges to keep out of the marshes. 
A team would sometimes mire down and in order to get the wagon out it 
would have to be unloaded. Much of the land was then open prairie. 

Mr. Bekemeier made several trips across the Atlantic, and he was in 
the old country when his son was born. He was instrumental in bringing 
many of his countrymen to Hardin county, most of whom still live here and 
have become well-to-do. He was regarded by all who knew him as a prom- 
inent, wide-awake, progressive, honest and obliging citizen. Judging of hi> 
large achievements in so short a time, had he lived the time allotted by the 
psalmist he would have no doubt become one of the county's most sub- 
stantial men. but he was summoned to his reward when only forty-two years 
of age. on June 13. 1884. 



JAMES CALVIX BLAIR. 

It is found that very often in this country the President. Governor and 
other high public officials possess no higher ability than thousands of other 
citizens. They have simply taken better advantage of their surrounding* 
than their fellows. And this truth runs through everv occupation. The 
farmer who rises above his fellow farmers does so because he has found out 
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how to rise above the surroundings which hold others down. Such a farmer 
is James Calvin Blair, of Tipton township, Hardin county. He is a native of 
this locality, having been born in Pleasant township, March 29, i860, and 
he is the son of James and Hester Jane (Sheldon) Blair, an excellent pioneer 
couple, who came here, among the first settlers, natives of Knox county, 
Ohio. The country was wild, sparsely settled and untraversed by railroads. 
They bought a farm on South fork on which they lived until about 1862, 
then moved back to Illinois and remained there two or three years, then re- 
turned to Hardin county, where the family has maintained their home ever 
since. The father became one of the prosperous farmers and influential citi- 
zens of this part of the county. He owned two good farms on South fork, 
one lying just south of Point Pleasant, and on this he made his home until 
his death. He was a man of strong personality and exemplary character. 
There were twelve children in his family, one of whom, Tommy, died when 
two years of age, those reaching maturity being as follows: Hulda Jane, 
who married L. D. McFarland, is now deceased ; Irvin Clark lives at Lake 
Park, Iowa ; Basil Robinson is deceased ; John Nelson is deceased ; Margaret 
Elizabeth, who married Robert Smith, is deceased, as is also Mr. Smith; 
Susan Matilda, who married George Smith, lives in North Dakota; Almira 
Melinda, who married Willis Hubbard, is deceased; James Calvin, of this 
review; Sarah Martha, who married Curtis Wilson, is deceased; Loretta, 
who married William Thompson, is deceased ; Ellen married Reuben Boody 
and lives southeast of Point Pleasant. 

The father of these children died on May 11, 1889, and the mother's 
death occurred on July 30, 1909, at the age of eighty-four years. 

James C. Blair grew up on the home farm, where he remained until 
he was twenty-four years of age, having obtained his education in the dis- 
trict school. He was then married and continued to live on the home farm a 
year, then farmed two years on the Fox place north of Hubbard. He then 
went to Idaho about 1889 and farmed a year on the shares, then returned to 
Hardin county. In March, 1890, he moved on the excellent farm which he 
now occupies. Before going to Idaho he had bought eighty acres, two and 
one-half miles north of Hubbard, where he still lives, having lived here ever 
since. He has a good farm and a pleasant home, and has added to his original 
holdings until he now has two hundred and seventy-five acres all in one body, 
representing as valuable and desirable land as the township affords. He al- 
ways keeps a good grade of live stock. 

Mr. Blair was married on December 30, 1896. to Edith L. Glidden. 
daughter of Clark C. and Lucy (Sabin) Glidden, a fine old family, a sketch 
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of whom is to be found on another page of this work. Five children have \ 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Blair, namely: Edna, born September 19, 1888, 
married Charles Smuck and lives near her parents in Ti'pton township; they 
have two children; Ellen, born November 15, 1889; Ethel, born October 4, 
1891, died when twelve years of age; Charles, born March 4, 1896; Mabel, 
born March 8, 1898. 



FRANK P. STRAHORN. 

To the citizens of Aetna township the gentleman whose life is herein 
reviewed is so well known as a capable farmer and honest, upright and active 
member of the community, as to need no introduction. Frank P. Strahorn 
was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, on June 9, 185 1, the son of Joseph 
and Eliza (Alcott) Strahorn. His father was born in 1805 and died on July 
20, 1876. His mother was born in 1812, and died on December 1, 1877. His 
grandparents. Joseph and Alcott Strahorn, were natives of Pennsylvania, of 
Scotch descent, and lived to be very old, dying in their native state. 

Joseph Strahorn and his family came to Iowa in 1856, a year well re- 
membered by early settlers on account of the deep snow of that winter. With 
his wife and twelve children he settled on the present Strahorn homestead, in 
section 29. Aetna township, Hardin county. Of his six sons and six daugh- 
ters, nine are living, whose names follow : Mary Jane, now Mrs. Garrett, of 
Spokane. Washington; Hannah, now a widow, Mrs. Gleason, of Cedar coun- 
ty, Iowa; Samuel, of Spokane, Washington; Elizabeth, now Mrs. Frantz, of 
Portland, Oregon ; William, of Portland, Oregon ; Jesse, a twin of William, 
of South Dakota; Anna, now Mrs. Millikan, of Hardin county; Joseph; and 
Frank P. The deceased are George K. ; Danna, Mrs. Davis ; and Isabellc, 
Mrs. Swartwood. 

Frank P. Strahorn received a common school education. In 1874 he 
was married to Cynthia Bird, the daughter of Ebenezer and Eliza Bird, of Har- 
din county. Her father was a native of New York, and her mother of Ohio. 
They came to Iowa in 1865, and purchased a farm in Hardin county, on 
which they lived until their death. Her father died in May, 1900, her mother 
in March. 1880. Her grandfather was a soldier of the war of 1812. Her 
father's family consisted of seven children, of whom the four following are 
living: Ella, now Mrs. Hathaway, of Nebraska; Charles H., of Hardin coun- 
ty; Alice, now Mrs. Bird, married a cousin; and Cynthia, Mrs. Strahorn. 
The deceased are Frank \Y., Luther and John. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Strahorn began married life on their present farm, then 
consisting of two hundred and eighty acres, where they have continued to 
live and to which they have added other land, until they now own four hun- 
dred and forty acres, a highly improved farm, with substantial buildings. Mr. 
Strahorn is a very successful farmer and business man and one of the best 
known and most respected citizens of his township. He keeps a good grade 
of stock and feeds for the market. In politics he is a Democrat and held the 
office of township trustee for several years. Fraternally, he is a member of 
the Masons and also of the Modern Woodmen of America. 

Mr. Strahom's family consists of his wife and nine children. Mrs. Stra- 
horn was a successful teacher in the common schools before her marriage, and 
three of her daughters, Nellie, Bessie and Grace, were well known teachers of 
Hardin county, Grace being now employed as a teacher. The children, with 
the dates of their birth, are as follows: Herbert, November 2, 1875 ; Nellie, 
now Mrs. Wilkinson, March 26, 1877; Harry, March 9, 1879; Ray, July 31, 
1881 ; Bessie, now Mrs. Irwin T. Wilson, October 29, 1883 ; Anna, now Mrs. 
Frank M. Wilson, December 7, 1886; George, September 11, 1888; Grace, 
who attended the state normal at Cedar Falls for two terms, June 19, 1891 ; 
Lyle R., March 26, 1893. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strahorn are people who have made a financial success of 
life and who have sacrificed nothing in the development of character to do 
this. They are widely read and well informed, and their family and domestic 
life has been very pleasant. Known to many people of the township, they 
are favorably thought of by all. 



DAVID ABNER VALENTINE. 

An industrious and frugal citizen of Hardin county who is now living 
retired in his pleasant home in the village of Union after a long, active and 
useful career is David Abner Valentine, who has done his full share in de- 
veloping and improving his neighborhood and county in general and is 
greatly respected wherever he is known. 

Mr. Valentine was born in Henry county, Indiana, in 1851, and his early 
childhood was spent in the Hoosier state. In 1857 his parents, John and 
Martha (Hutson) Valentine, took him from his native country to Hardin 
county, Iowa, being among the first settlers here. The long overland journey 
was a tedious and trying one, made in an old-fashioned wagon, drawn by 
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oxen, named Tom and Jerry. Besides the subject, their other children who 
made the trip were John Hutson, James Monroe and Lydia Jane. The fam- 
ily located in Union township and built a log cabin. But little of the coun- 
try round about was developed. The family lived alternately in the country 
and in the village of Union until 1879. when they again emigrated west- 
ward, spending a number of years in both Kansas and Nebraska and re- 
mained in the West until two years prior to the death of the father, John 
Valentine, his last days having been spent at Union, this county, his death 
occurring on June 7. 1907, reaching an advanced age. his birth having oc- 
curred on June 18, 1829. He is buried in the Hauser cemetery, Union town- 
ship. His wife passed away on August 2, 1886, when fifty-four years of 
age, her birth having occurred on July 5, 1832. She is buried at Odel, Ne- 
braska. They were people of excellent worth and had a host of friends wher- 
ever they were known. Their family consisted of the following children: 
David Abner, of this review, was the oldest; John H., born September 5, 
1853. died May 29, 1872; James, born February 16. 1855, lives at Portland. 
Oregon; Lydia, born February 18, 1857, lives at Isabella. Kansas; Margaret 
Ann, born January 19. i860, is living at Burr Oak, Kansas; Isaac, born Jan- 
uary 23, 1862. lives in Hannibal, Missouri; Thomas Sherman, horn May 7. 
1865. is in Alaska; Sarah Amanda, born March 29. 1867. lives in Bishop. 
California; Martha Helen, born January 9. 1869, died October 4, 1870; 
William Edward, born August 23, 1871. lives at Castle, California; a son, 
born November 18. 1874, died in infancy; Elmer Jason, born December 28, 
1877. lives in Abilene, Kansas. 

David A. Valentine has the distinction of being one of the oldest schol- 
ars who attended the pioneer log cabin schools of Hardin county. He grew 
up on the farm and assisted with the general work. Mr. Valentine was mar- 
ried first on March 18, 1875. to Caroline Matilda Middleton, daughter of 
Tyra and Mary J. Middleton. who came to Iowa in 1865 and became well 
established here. To this union the following children were born : Gertrude 
May, born May 6. 1876, married Edwin Corfe, of Union ; Elpha Gracie, born 
November 11. 1877. married V. J. Smith, of Eldora; Tyra Edward, born 
Xovemter 21. 1880, married Lottie Barnes, and they live at Des Moines. 
Iowa. 

On June 22, 1900, Mr. Valentine married Jennie L. Foster, daughter of 
John H. and Jennie L. ( Johnson) Foster, who spent their lives in Missouri 
and Wisconsin. Mr. Foster being a prominent contractor and builder. His 
death occurred in St. Louis. Missouri, in 1890, at the age of fifty-six years; 
his wife died in Union. Iowa. October 5. 1907. at the age of fifty-two years. 
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Jennie L., wife of Mr. Valentine, was their only child. She was born at 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, October 1, 1867. 

Mr. Valentine has been very successful in a business way, being known 
for years as one of the leading farmers of his township. Having, by good 
management and hard work, laid by a competency, he moved to the village 
of Union some time ago, where he is living retired. 



JOSEPH CLARK MULKINS. 

Starting upon his career as an independent factor at the bottom of the 
ladder, Joseph Clark Mulkins, one of Hardin county's progressive agricul- 
turists and public-spirited citizens, is now the owner of a very desirable farm 
property and is one of the substantial men of his community. Endowed by 
nature with strong physical and mental powers and possessing the courage and 
energy to direct his faculties in proper channels, he early became a man of 
resourceful capacity, as the able management of his private affairs as well as 
the successful administration of important public positions abundantly testify. 
He possesses the happy faculty of not only making friends, but of binding 
them to him by his good qualities of head and heart. 

Mr. Mulkins is the representative of a sterling old family of the Hoosier 
state, and he was born near Selma, Grant county, Indiana, April 10, 1853. 
He is the son of Isaac C. and Athaliah (Jones) Mulkins, the latter the daugh- 
ter of Levi Jones, an early settler there. In the spring of 1855, when the son, 
Joseph C, of this sketch, was two and one-half years old, the. family came to 
Hardin county, Iowa, moving to what is now known as the Tom Fox farm, 
buying the same as school land. It was all new country, wild and sparsely 
settled. They were compelled to go as far as Cedar Falls for their mail, the 
trip requiring three days, the subject driving the trip many times when a boy 
on sleds and with teams. They began life here in typical pioneer fashion and 
underwent the usual hardships incident to life on the frontier, but they had 
the foresight to see that here would some day be developed one of the leading 
countries of the Middle West, and they set to work with a will, overcoming 
every obstacle and in due course of time were very comfortably situated. 
Isaac C. Mulkins, the father, was not permitted to long enjoy the blessing of 
the new home, for when his country called for volunteers to save the flag 
from treason he gallantly responded and gave his life for his country, dying 
on April 10, 1864, while a soldier in the Union army, on the ill-fated Red 
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river expedition, on the eleventh birthday of his son, Joseph C. There were 
eight children in his family by a former marriage, and some of them were 
married and gone at the time of his death. There were also eight children 
by his last marriage, of whom the subject of this sketch was one. One child 
was born soon after the father went to war. The widow did not remarry 
until the last child reached maturity and married. She heroically reared her 
family in comfort and respectability, being a woman of rare courage and in- 
genuity. She is still living, now being past eighty-one, and is remarkably hale 
and active for one of her years. 

Joseph C. Mulkins assisted with the general work about the home farm 
until after he was married. He received such education as was possible in 
the schools of the new country, which has later in life been supplemented by 
wide and promiscuous home reading and by actual contact with the world. On 
May 4. 187-', he was united in marriage with Ellar A. Brown, daughter of 
Jacob and Sarah Brown, this family being among the early settlers in Butler 
county. Iowa, where they became well established and were always highly 
respected. The Mulkins family stayed all night w ith them upon their journey 
to this country when the subject was a boy. 

Four children were lx>rn to Mr. Mulkins by his first wife, namely: 
Willard Clark, Chester B.. Edna Claire and Lena Roberta, all born on Mains 
creek, Beaver township. Franklin county. Iowa. Mr. Mulkins lived at home 
a few months after his marriage, then rented a farm for himself, but, being 
of a mechanical bent, he worked among threshing machines, ditching machines 
and well augers more than he farmed, having begun such work when he was 
only nine years of age. and he has followed threshing for forty-eight seasons, 
having threshed even during war times all over the north half of Hardin 
county and most of Franklin county ; he also followed threshing in Hancock 
county, and he is one of the best known threshers in this section of the 
state and has met with singular success in this line. He is certainly an adept 
in nearly all kinds of farming machinery and takes a delight in keeping it in 
proper condition. 

In 1807 Mr. Mulkins moved onto a farm northwest of Iowa Falls, where 
he lived until 1900. enjoying his usual large rewards for his industry and 
pains as a husbandman ; but, desiring to give up active farming and devote 
his attention to his special lines, he moved to his pleasant home in Iowa 
Falls, where he still resides. He does township road work, owning various 
types of modern tools and machines, including a traction engine, clover hul- 
ler, threshers and numerous other kinds of machinery needed in his business. 
He also does a great deal of grade work, improving and preserving the big 
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ditches in Hardin county. He even maintains a house on wheels which he 
carries along with him when practicable, in which he and his men sleep and 
board themselves. He now has a contract grading on the big ditch on the 
Wisner estate that will probably take two years to complete. 

Politically, Mr. Mulkins is a Republican and is loyal and energetic in 
advancing the interests of his party. He has a wide acquaintance and can 
always be depended upon to get out a big vote and his advice is frequently 
sought and followed with success by local party leaders and candidates. He 
has held various positions in the gift of the people and is now constable. He 
is a man who never forgets a kindness shown him, and he has filled every 
position of trust reposed in him in a manner that reflects much credit upon 
his ability and honesty and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned. 
Fraternally, he is a member of the Woodmen of the World. 

On November 28, 1895, M f - Mulkins was united in marriage with Alice 
B. Trickey, celebrating simultaneously their marriage and Thanksgiving. 
Mrs. Mulkins is a woman of charming personality and has a host of friends, 
like her husband, wherever she is known. She is the daughter of John and 
Martha Ellen (Frazer) Trickey, one of the fine old pioneer families of this 
section of the state, a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. Mrs. Mulkins was born at Pella, Marion county, Iowa, October 3, 
1866. This union has been blessed by the birth of one child, a daughter, 
bearing the pretty name of Elsie Ellen. 



COLUMBUS E. RASH. 

Iowa is essentially a farming state, and her position among the states 
depends upon the character of her farms, and no farms in the United States 
are better or have a better reputation than the farms of Iowa. This is due 
both to the natural fertility of Iowa soil and to the ability and efficiency of 
the Iowa farmers. For even the wonderfully fertile soil of the state would 
give it no high rank in farming, were it not for the application of the men 
who cultivate it. Mr. Rash is a type of the best and most efficient Iowa farm- 
er, who, by care, attention and labor, has become the proprietor of a farm in 
Union township, which has no superior in the county. 

Columbus E. Rash was born in 1859 on the old Rash homestead in 
Union township, the son of Lewis E. Rash, a pioneer of Hardin county, 
whose record appears elsewhere in this work. Columbus attended the corn- 
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mon schools of his township and spent his boyhood and young manhood on 
his father's farm, until the time of his marriage. 

On March 7, 1881, Columbus K. Rash was united in marriage to Martha 
Smith, the daughter of Thcophilus and Mary (Nash) Smith. Her father is 
dead and her mother is living in Ohio. Mr. Smith was married on January 
16. 1881. In 1871 he located in Tipton township. Hardin county, Iowa, 
where he followed farming until his death, on March 1, 1904. His body lies 
in the Chapel cemetery of Providence, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the 
parents of the following children: Frances Ellen was born on March -'8. 
1869; Sarah E. was born on March 17, 1872, and married Robert Frank; 
Clara Etta was born on March 25, 1877, anfl married J. L. Young; Martha, 
the wife of Mr. Rash, was born September 3, 1863. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Rash have been born two children: Maude was born 
on July 31. 1883, and married Wayne Hinshaw, who lives in Kent, Wash- 
ington. She is the mother of one child. Forrest. Claude H. Rash was bom 
on July 3, 1890. and died on December 22, 1890. Mr. and Mrs. Rash have 
also an adopted son, Maynard C, who was born on April 6, 1 891 , and is to 
them as their own child. 

Mr. Rash is one of the successful farmers of his community, and gives 
much attention to stock raising. He breeds Jersey Red hogs, draft horses 
and grade short-horn cattle, and has by stock raising greatly increased the 
fertility of his farm. In politics he is a Republican, is active in school work 
and has held several school offices. Fraternally, he is a member of the Odd 
Fellows at Union, Iowa. He is a member of the Methodist church. 

Mr. Rash is a man whose attributes of character have made him re- 
spected and influential in his neighborhood, to whom he is widely and favor- 
ably known. 



OSCAR E. WOOD. 

In every life of honor and usefulness there is no dearth of incident, and 
yet in summing up the career of any man the writer needs touch only those 
salient points which give the keynote to his character. Thus in giving the 
life record of Oscar E. Wood, the present able and popular postmaster at 
Union, Hardin county, sufficient will be said to show, what all who know 
him will freely acquiesce in, that he is one of the enterprising and progressive 
citizens of Union township. 

Mr. Wood is the son of one of the influential pioneer citizens of thi* 
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county, A. F. Wood, who is mentioned at length elsewhere in this work. The 
subject was born July 5, 1857, in Berlin, Iowa, and he was educated in the 
district and high school at Union and he has devoted his life to agricultural 
pursuits. He was married in 1888 to Caiiie T. Lawrence, who was born in 
Hardin county, Iowa, the daughter of John \V. and Julia E. (Shephard) 
Lawrence. The father was born in Barren fountv. Kentucky. November 10, 
1842, and he was the son of W illiam \V. and Jane ( Johnson) Lawrence. 
William \Y. Lawrence was born in Virginia, his wife being a native of Ken- 
tucky. They were the parents of nine children. William Lawrence and fam- 
ily moved to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1857 and here continued to reside 
until 1875, when he moved to Kansas and died there in 1878. his widow re- 
turning to Union, Iowa, where her death occurred the following year. They 
were excellent and highly respected people, worthy members of the Baptist 
church. 

In 1862 John W. Lawrence enlisted in Company A, Second Iowa Cav- 
alry, and served very faithfully in defense of the flag, participating in many 
engagements, including those at Water Valley, Mississippi, Coffeeville. Holly 
Springs, Ripley, Tupelo, West Point and Jackson. As a result of his effi- 
cient service he was promoted to orderly sergeant and he was mustered out 
at East Port, Mississippi, August 2, 1865. He and Julia E. Shephard were 
married in 1867. She was born in Stephenson county, Illinois, in 1847, and 
the following children were born to them: Callie T., wife of Mr. Wood of 
this review; Sibbie, deceased; Charles E. is in the bank at Union, Iowa; Her- 
bert S. is in the First National Bank at Marshalltown, Iowa; Cora L. is de- 
ceased ; Cady O. is in the bank at Union. 

Politically, Mr. Lawrence was a Republican and he held many offices of 
public trust. He belonged to Industry Lodge No. 225, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, at Union, Iowa. From the years 1889 until his death, with 
the exception of four years, he was in the secret service of the United States, 
being located first at St. Louis, later at St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1873 he 
engaged in the implement business at Union. Iowa, and was successful: 
branching out, he took H. C. Chapin as a partner. 

Oscar E. Wood, of this review , was reared on the home farm, where he 
worked during the summer months and attended school in the winter time. 
He began life for himself by entering the furniture and undertaking business, 
which he followed for a period of fourteen years in a most successful man- 
ner, building up an extensive trade through his ability and honesty and he 
became one of the leading business men of Union. 

Politically, Mr. Wood is a Republican and he has always been more or 
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less active in public affairs and in the good of his party. On June I, 1905, 
he was appointed postmaster of the town of Union and he has since con- 
ducted its affairs in a very able and satisfactory manner. Fraternally, he 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Masons and stands high in each 
order in this locality. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wood have no children, having lost an infant son. 



SAMUEL W. BENSHOOF. 

The subject of this review is one of the sturdy spirits who has contrib- 
uted largely to the material welfare of the community where he resides, being 
a farmer and stock raiser, and as a citizen he is public-spirited and progressive 
in all that the terms imply. For a number of years Mr. Benshoof has been 
actively identified with the agricultural interests of Hardin county, and he is 
the owner of a very desirable landed estate in Buckeye township. 

Samuel W. Benshoof was born in Scott county, Iowa, on March 21, 
1864. and is the son of Samuel and Nancy Jane (Steele) Benshoof, both of 
Johnstown. Pennsylvania. There they grew to maturity, were educated and 
married. In 1853 the father of the subject went to Scott county, Iowa. He 
was a blacksmith by trade, which he followed there. Remaining in Scott 
county but a short time, he came on to Hardin county in 1868 and settled in 
Ellis township, where he bought land, and started life with the pioneers there, 
this country then being practically unimproved. In 1883 he located in Buckeye 
township, securing one hundred and sixty acres of wild land which he im- 
proved into an excellent farm on which he spent the rest of his life, dying there 
in 1885. his widow surviving until 1895. Politically, he was a Republican 
and held several of the minor offices in Ellis township, and he was at one time 
treasurer of the school board; he and his wife were members of the Congre- 
gational church. They reared their family here, six children having been 
born to them, namely : Albert J. lives m Iowa Falls, this county; Charles L. 
is farming at Herdsfield. North Dakota ; Experience, who married Benjamin 
Ridout, of Ellis township, is deceased; Catherine married Albert Riley, of 
Madilla. Minnesota; Samuel W., of this review; Oliver S. is a grain dealer at 
Alden, Iowa. 

Samuel W. Benshoof received a fairly good education in the common 
schools and he lived at home, assisting with the general work on the farm, 
until his marriage, on September 4. 1892, to Clara Etta Kellogg, of Buckeye 
township, this county. She is the daughter of A. P. Kellogg, a highly respected 
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citizen, who was born in Troy, Ohio, November 2, 1843. VVhen twelve years 
of age he moved with his parents to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in 
Buckeye township, where the son, A. P., grew to manhood and received his 
education in the common schools. He is a strong Republican and was trus- 
tee of his township for several years, also school director. On April 18, 1869. 
he married Harriet M. Smith, who was born in 1850 on the banks of the St. 
Lawrence river, in the state of New York. VVhen four years of age she came 
with her parents to Walworth county, Wisconsin, and in 1864 to Wright 
county, Iowa. She attended an academy in Wisconsin for two years and Elk- 
horn Academy, at Elkhorn. Iowa, one year, after which she taught school one 
term. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg: Ossan A. ; 
Clara E., wife of* Mr. Benshoof ; Marcie A. and Almone P. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kellogg have devoted their lives to farming, but now live retired at Alden, 
Iowa. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Benshoof, namely : Elba 
W., bom in 1893, med m J 894; Alvin L., born in 1895, ls living at home; Ex- 
perience E., born in 1897, died in 1898; Gladys and Donald. 

After their marriage the subject and wife lived on his father's old place 
until 1895. then bought where they now live, a splendid farm in section 11, 
Buckeye township, the old W. W. Farwell place. They have prospered by rea- 
son of hard work, economy and good management, and now own a farm of 
two hundred and sixty-six acres, in a high state of improvement and cultiva- 
tion, — in fact, it is regarded as one of the finest stock farms in Hardin county. 
Besides general agricultural pursuits, Mr. Benshoof devoted a great deal of 
attention to stock raising, making a specialty of Durham cattle, Norman horses 
and is an extensive breeder of Duroc-Jersey Red hogs, keeping come of the 
finest in the state, and, owing to the superior quality of his live stock, he ex- 
periences no trouble in securing a ready market for them. No better judge of 
all kinds of live stock is to be found in this vicinity than he, and his thorough- 
bred herds are admired by all. He has a pleasant, well kept and attractive 
home and substantial outbuildings. He has devoted his life to farming and 
stock raising. 

Politically, Mr. Benshoof is a Republican and is interested in party af- 
fairs. He was trustee of his township for fourteen years, and was president 
and secretary of the school board for many years, filling all these offices in a 
manner that reflected much credit upon himself and to the satisfaction of the 
public. He and his wife belong to the Congregational church at Buckeye. 
Fraternally, he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of 
Buckeye and of the Modern Woodmen of America at Alden, Iowa. He and 
his family are highly respected wherever they are known. 
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BENJAMIN I. TALBOTT. 

The importance that attaches to the lives, character and work of the early 
settlers of Hardin county and the influence they have exerted upon the cause 
of humanity and civilization is one of the most absorbing themes that can 
possibly attract the attention of the local chronicler or historian. If great 
and beneficent results — results that endure and bless mankind — are the prop- 
er measure of the good men do, then who is there in the world's history 
that can take their places above the hardy pioneer? To point out the way. 
to make possible our present advancing civilization, its happy homes, its 
arts and sciences, its discoveries and inventions, its education, literature, cul- 
ture, refinement and social life and joy, is to be the truly great benefactors of 
mankind for all time. This was the great work accomplished by the early 
settlers, and it is granted by all that they builded wiser than they knew 
Admit that, as a rule, but few ever realized in the dimmest way the tran- 
scendent possibilities that rested upon their shoulders; grant it that their lives, 
in certain instances, were somewhat narrow and that they realized but little 
the great results that ultimately crowned their efforts, yet there exists the 
supreme fact that they followed their restless impulses, took their lives in 
their hands, penetrated the wilderness and with a patient energy, resolution 
and self-sacrifice that stands alone and unparalleled, they worked out their 
allotted tasks, accomplished their destinies and today their descendants and 
others enjoy undisturbed the fruitage of their labors. 

Among the worthy class referred to in the preceding paragraph, the 
one and the first pioneer of the city of Iowa Falls and for many years 
one of Hardin county's most influential and best known citizens, was the late 
Benjamin I. Tall>ott. the first white man to fell a tree upon the present site of 
the city to furnish materials for a home. He was born on January 31, 1806, 
in Jefferson county. Ohio, and he was the son of Benjamin and Susanna 
(Chandler) Talbott. He grew up amid primitive conditions and inherited 
many sterling qualities from his Quaker ancestors. On June 22, 1833, he 
was united in marriage with Priscilla Carr, daughter of William and Eliza- 
beth Carr. a prominent family of Smithfield, Ohio. In 1835 Mr. Talbott 
moved to Lenawee county. Michigan, and in 1841, with his two brothers. 
John and Nathan, he started with team and wagon to visit Iowa, crossing 
the Mississippi river at Keokuk. He went to Salem. Henry county, follow- 
ing up the Des Moines river to the Indian agency, traveling over the vast, 
well-nigh interminable plains, over the sites of a number of present-day thriv- 
ing cities. Returning to Michigan, Mr. Talbott remained there until the 
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spring of 1847, wnen he started with his wife and two little sons, in an old- 
fashioned covered wagon, for Oskaloosa, Iowa; there they buried one of the 
sons. The wife's health failing in the new country, they returned to Michi- 
gan late the following fall, to the vicinity where two of her brothers and a 
sister lived, and there she died in 1848. In 1849, taking his only son, his 
horse and buggy, the father started again for Iowa. He was also accom- 
panied by his brother, William, Nathan Townsend and Albert Coffin. They 
set out for what was then known as the "Big Woods," on the Iowa river in 
Hardin county. They struck the river at Marengo, Iowa county, followed 
up on the southwest bank to where Alden is located, remained in the timber 
northwest one night, then came down on the other side of the river on horse- 
back, and when they reached the site of the present city of Iowa Falls, Ben- 
jamin I. Talbott decided to make his permanent home there and named the 
place Rocksylvania. In January, 185 1 , taking a hired man with him, he re- 
visited the spot and. cutting the first log in this locality, built the first house 
in Hardin township. Edwin Tyrrel was with them. He had a yoke of oxen, 
a cow and a calf. They "batched" that winter and enjoyed the fine hunting 
in the new country. He had part of section 13 surveyed and platted for a 
village and sold it to Captain White, who, in turn, sold it to a Mr. Estes. 
For a time he and White owned the mill, afterwards sold it to J. L. Estes. 
Hosmer Stevens and a Mr. Wilder, who resurveyed the site and recorded 
the town plat under the name of Iowa Falls. Later Mr. Talbott, in company 
with Lindley Hoag, Edwin Tyrrel, and possibly some others, surveyed and 
platted a part of section 18 and called it Rocksylvania. For a few years the 
new town was an active rival of Iowa Falls, but the latter outgrew it and 
finally took it in and it is now called East Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Talbott was a man of indomitable energy, rare enterprise and pub- 
lic spirit, but some of his ventures brought financial disaster. Comparatively 
late in life he went to Montana and engaged extensively in the cattle business 
and was getting a fine start, when an unusually severe winter killed great 
numbers of his cattle and left him comparatively poor. After this he re- 
turned to Iowa Falls, where he lived a few months, his means nearly ex- 
hausted and he was too old and feeble to work. During this depressing 
period in the old pioneer's career it was discovered that he still had title to 
some lots and tracts of land about Iowa Falls, and he gave a lawyer a power 
of attorney so he could get the property into better shape to realize on it. 
The lawyer sold the property, but Mr. Talbott got nothing from it. Thus 
broken in health and in spirit, after a long, strenuous, useful and entirely 
honorable life, this grand old patriarch, one of nature's true noblemen, 
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passed to his rest at Viola, Linn county, Iowa, on October 30, 1892. He 
was a devoted member of the society of Friends and everybody knew him as 
a "good man and just." I j 

Early during his residence in Iowa Falls, Mr. Talbott was married to 
his second wife, Martha Dobbins, an excellent woman of a worthy old fam- 
ily here. Four children survived him, named as follows: Mrs. Dewets, of 
Viola, Iowa, at whose home his death occurred ; Mrs. Wood, of Buffalo Cen- 
ter, Iowa; Chandler Talbott. of Cedar Rapids, this state, and B. J. Talbott, of 
Colo, Marshall county, Iowa. \ 

i 

. 

PETER HANSON. ) 

The United States is greatly indebted to the little kingdom of Den- 
mark for sending to our shores so many of her excellent citizens to assist in 
building up the greatest country the world has ever known. Almost without 
exception, the Danes have become owners of property and been loyal citi- 
zens and proven their worth, so that we owe them a debt of gratitude. One 
of this class is Peter Hanson, a successful farmer of Union township, Har- 
din county, who was born in Denmark on August 15. 1863. He is the son of 
Hans and Mary A. (Nelson) Hanson, both natives of Denmark. The father 
was a farmer and is still living, while the mother is deceased. They were the 
parents of four children. Peter and Jens were the only members of the 
family to come to America. The latter located in Marshall county, Iowa. 

Peter Hanson was educated in the schools of his native land, where he 
grew to maturity, remaining on his father's farm during his boyhood and 
assisting with the work, so that he was familiar with tilling the soil when he 
came here, which was in 1882. He located in Marshall county, Iowa, and 
worked out for seven years, then buying two hundred and forty acres in 
Liberty township. This he improved and lived on until 1904, then located 
on O. B. Chapin's place in Union township. Hardin county, just west of Un- 
ion village, making the move in order to give his children educational ad- 
vantages. He has a very fine farm, well adapted to all kinds of agriculture, 
and he also keeps an excellent grade of live stock, handling Duroc and Jer- 
sey hogs, also a good breed of Belgian horses. He is regarded as one of the 
leading farmers and stock men of his community. He has a well improved 
farm and a beautiful and neatly kept home. 

Mr. Hanson was married in November, 1888, to Jessie McKcnnon. who 
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was born in Scotland, the daughter of Donald and Margaret (Monroe) Mc- 
Kennon, natives of Scotland, who spent their lives there on a farm, both 
being deceased. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hanson, 
namely : Henry, who has attended the State Normal for the past two years ; 
John is in his second year at the State University; Walter is in high school 
at Union and will graduate in the spring of 191 1; Mary died when eight 
years of age. 

Mr. Hanson served as school director in Marshall county for six years. 
He has always taken an active interest in public and political affairs and is 
always ready to do his part in advancing the interests of his community 
along all lines, especially educational. He votes the Republican ticket. He 
is a member of the Christian church at Union, Iowa, and is a liberal supporter 
of the same. He is deserving of a great deal of credit for his large success 
in life, for he started out with nothing and has had no help, but he was for- 
tunate in his marriage in that his wife has done much to encourage him and 
assist him, and they have accumulated a handsome competency and have a 
splendid farm and home and their friends are many and loyal in both Har- 
din and Marshall county. 



L. M. CARTER. 

Among the citizens of Union township, Hardin county, who have built 
up a comfortable home and surrounded themselves with valuable landed and 
personal property, L. M. Carter is deserving of special mention here. With 
few opportunities except what his own efforts were capable of mastering and 
with many discouragements to overcome, he has made a success in life, and in 
his old age has the gratification of knowing that the community in which he 
has resided has been benefited by his presence and his counsel. 

L. M. Carter comes to us from the old Hoosier state, having been born 
in Hendricks county, June 12, 1842. He is the son of William and Mary 
(Hodson) Carter, natives of North Carolina, from which state they emi- 
grated to Indiana in an early day and there remained until their death, the 
father dying in 1864 and the mother in 19 10. They were fine types of the 
pioneer element, courageous, patient and hard-working. They were the par- 
ents of the following children: Jabez, Lindley M., Phoebe, Jessie, John, 
William, Daniel, Martha and Joel. 

L. M. Carter, of this review, was twenty-eight years of age when he 
came to Iowa. He took up his residence in Providence township, Hardin 
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county, in 1870. and two years later located in Union township. In 1870 
he married Charity M. Hartley, of Providence township, the daughter of 
Jeremiah and Anna Maria (Mills) Hadley. The Mills family came to In- 
diana from Tennessee. Mr. Carter's wife died when thirty-three years 
of age and is buried in Chester cemetery. There were two children of this 
union. Vesta C who married A. H. CundifY, of Union township, and Clare, 
the eldest, who is living at home. 

L. M. Carter received a good education and prepared himself for a 
teacher, which profession he followed many years with pronounced success 
in Hardin county, giving eminent satisfaction to both patron and pupil and 
his services were eagerly sought. Finally tiring of the school room, he turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits, in which he has been very successful. 
When he came into possession of the farm on which he now lives it was 
practically unimproved, there being a log hut and about forty rods of 
"shanghi" rail fence, but he went to work with a will and soon had a fine 
farm, well improved and well cultivated, and a substantial set of buildings, 
including a very pleasant home, having accomplished what he set out to do 
single handed. 

Mr. Carter is now living retired from active work. Politically, he is a 
Republican and has always been interested in local affairs and has held many 
offices, always with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all concerned, 
and he has been actively interested in educational movements. He is a mem- 
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Union. Iowa. He has kept 
well informed on the current topics of the world and is a broad-minded, gen- 
teel, highly respected gentleman who has ever stood high in his community. 



ALBERT L. WOOD. 

Prominent in the affairs of Hardin county and distinguished as a citizen 
whose influence is far extended beyond the limits of the community honored 
by his residence, the name of Albert L. Wood stands out a conspicuous figure 
among the successful business men of the locality of which this volume treats. 
All of his undertakings have been actuated by noble motives and high resolves 
and characterized by breadth of wisdom and strong individuality and his 
success and achievements but represent the result of fit utilization of innate 
talent in directing effort along those lines where mature judgment and rare 
discrimination lead the way. 
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Mr. Wood, who is a member of the well known and successful firm of 
the Wood Carriage & Auto Company, Inc., of Union, Iowa, was born in 
Carroll county, Illinois, July 27, 1863, and there he grew to maturity and 
received his primary education. On April 2, 1882. he arrived at the town of 
Union, Hardin county, and engaged in the manufacture of wagons and bug- 
gies, in connection with which a foundry and machine shop was operated. 
From 1882 to 1883 inclusive, the firm was known as J. D. Wood & Son, the 
senior member being John D. Wood, father of the subject, whose death oc- 
curred in November. 1902. From 1883 to 1887 the firm was known as J. D. 
Wood & Sons, another son. Lige Wood, having been admitted to the firm. In 
1887 the present large quarters were purchased and in 1907 Ray Wood, son 
of the subject, was admitted to the firm. In 1910 they incorporated under the 
name of the Wood Carriage & Auto Company, with a capital stock of twenty 
thousand dollars, the members of the firm being Albert L. Wood, Albert Ray 
Wood and Lyman Sheets, son-in-law of the subject. By honest dealing and 
judicious management they have succeeded in building up a large and rapidly 
growing business, and the popularity of the firm has ever increased until it is 
second to none in this section of the state. Their plant is thoroughly equipped 
with every modern appliance and only the most skilled artisans are employed. 
This firm would be a credit to a much larger town. 

On March 5. 1885, Mr. Wood was united in marriage with Elizabeth 
Rates, who was born April 25, 1865. in Union. Hardin county. Iowa. She 
was the daughter of William Cotton Rates and Minerva (Valentine) Bates, 
prominent and influential pioneers of this vicinity, a complete sketch of whom 
appears on another page of this work. The follow ing children were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood : Albert Ray, born January 4, 1886, was married Novem- 
ber 24, 1909, to Miss Alta Lenorc Lyon, daughter of James H. Lyon, of 
Whitten, Iowa; Lei a J., born November 15, 1887. married Lyman Sheets; 
Clarence Madison, born November 5, 1896; John Andrew , born November 
27. 1898; Herbert William, born March 26, 1906. 

Mr. Wood has never taken a very active interest in public matters, 
though he has always stood ready to lend his support in furthering any lauda- 
ble undertaking having for its object the general upbuilding of the com- 
munity. He is a Republican in national politics, but he votes independently 
in local elections. From 1902 until 1908 he was a member of the city coun- 
cil, and in 1909 he was re-elected, being at present a councilman, filling the 
duties of this office in a manner that has reflected much credit upon himself, 
resulted in a great deal of good to the town and vicinity and brought forth 
the hearty approval of all concerned. He also served on the local school board 
from 1902 to 1906. 
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Personally, Mr. Wood has always been popular, being a genteel, refined 
and kindly gentleman, honest and straightforward in all the relations of life 
and he and Mrs. Wood are favorites with a wide circle of friends.. He is a 
worthy son of a highly honored and influential old pioneer family, John and 
Jane (Burgdiff) Wood, the mother born in Cayuga county, New York, and 
her death occurred December 21, 1897. They were married in June, 1848. 
and became the parents of ten children. 



JAMES I. LYON. 

Few men of a past generation in Buckeye township, .Hardin county, left 
a more indelible imprint of their sterling personalities upon the minds and 
hearts of their friends and associates than the late James I. Lyon, a man who 
did much for the general good of the community honored by his residence. 
He was a man of exemplary character and his career might well be studied as 
a model by the youths whose destinies are yet matters for the future to de- 
termine. 

Mr. Lyon was born on December 23. 1827, in New York city, and he is 
the son of Abijah and Comfort (Holmes) Lyon, of Thompsontown. New 
York. In 1837 the family moved to Henry. Marshall county, Illinois, where 
the father purchased a farm and where he spent the rest of his days, his 
wife having died in New York. Their family consisted of four children, 
namely: Theodosia married William Williams and they are now both de- 
ceased; Rachael married Dave Snyder and they arc both deceased ; James I., 
of this review : Hannah is deceased. 

James I. Lyon grew to maturity on the farm and received his education 
in the common schools, remaining with his father until 1854, when he came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in Buckeye township, entering the south- 
east quarter of section 2. He remained on this place about six weeks, then 
returned to Illinois, where he remained until 1866, then again came to Buck- 
eye township, this county, and in 1867 moved on the farm where he spent 
the rest of his life, his death occurring on December 25, 1898. He was mar- 
ried in Bureau county, Illinois, on September 22, 1867, to Sylvia A. Wilson, 
who was born in Mansfield, Ohio, the daughter of Henry and Abi (Mitchell) 
Wilson, the father a native of England and the mother of Cana da. In 1836 
he joined the Mormons, went west w ith them and was never again heard of. 



Digitized by G(j)Ogle 




MR. AND MRS. JAMES I. LYON 



Digitized by Google 



: 

\ 

f 
I 

: 

J 
! 
: 

I 
i 

i 
\ 

I 

i 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



929 



They were the parents of two children, Sylvia A., wife of Mr. Lyon, and 
Hannah M., who was born November 29, 1836. The latter was married, 
first, in Illinois in 1861, to William H. Masters, and secondly to Wilson R. 
Mason ; she now makes her home with Mrs. Lyon She became the mother of 
one child by her first marriage, William, who married Hannah Harris; they 
live in Alden, Iowa, and have one child, Lucy. She also became the mother 
of one child by her second marriage, Mary, who married George Lane. Since 
1896 Mrs. Mason has lived in Hardin county, Iowa. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Lyon, of this review, namely: 
J. Arthur, who has always lived at home; William O. died when eighteen 
years of age; Charles M., who is farming in Buckeye township, this county, 
married Rachael Houghtailning, and they have two children, Roland and 
Thelma. Edgar A. Lyon, who married Tillie Swalve, lives in Buckeye town- 
ship, and they have two sons, John and Ray. 

When Mr. Lyon first came to Buckeye township, this county, he began 
life in typical pioneer fashion, putting up a rude hut sixteen feet square. He 
had no furniture to begin housekeeping with. They ate off a box and sat on 
nail kegs, and had no beds in which to sleep. But nothing daunted, tney 
persevered, worked hard and finally became well established. They lived 
in the old house thirty one-years, then built the present comfortable home and 
made all the other improvements on the place. Mr. Lyon added to his first land 
as he prospered, and improved it all. Although an invalid for several years 
and possessing poor eyesight, he succeeded admirably well ; however, his wife 
was compelled to transact most of his business and read to him. At one time 
chey operated a large dairy and kept a good many fine cattle. 

Mr. Lyon was never an aspirant for public office. He voted the Republi- 
can ticket. He was a good and highly respected man. 

Mrs. Lyon is a woman of many praiseworthy characteristics and the 
possessor of much business ability. She is a member of the Christian church 
and takes considerable interest in church work, and formerly taught Sunday 
school. She is well preserved and has kept informed on current topics. Like 
her lamented husband before her, she has a host of warm friends in this 
locality. 

Mrs. Lyon's mother, a noble woman, was twice married, her second 
husband being Henry Hicks, of DeKalb county, Illinois. He lived there all his 
life. After 1892 Mrs. Lyon's mother lived with her daughter until her death, 
in November, 1907, at the advanced age of ninety-one years. Sh* was a 
faithful Methodist. 

(59) 



Digitized by Google 



93° 



HARDIN COUNTY. IOWA. 



JAMES B. CASTER. t 

t 

For many years James B. Caster, now living retired at his pleasant home 
in the village of Union, Hardin county, was regarded as one of the leading 
farmers and stock men of Union township, always giving his personal atten- 
tion to his various industries. Indomitable energy and wise foresight char- 
acterized his labors throughout his busy and honorable career, every dollar in 
his possession being the result of honest effort. Having thus succeeded in 
the face of opposing obstacles and not a few adverse circumstances, he can 
without ostentation lay claim to the proud American title of self-made man. 
He has seen and taken part in the development of this section. I 

Mr. Caster was born November 26, 1845, ln Ripley county, Indiana, and 
he is the son of William and Elizabeth (Thackery) Caster. The Casters were 
a sterling old family of the Keystone state. Gabriel, the paternal grandfather 
of the subject, volunteered as a soldier in the war of 1812, but before he 
could get to the front hostilities had ceased. The father, William Caster, 
was born in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, February 16, 1816, and his 
wife was born in Indiana. September 15. 1821, and died December 18, 1884. 
After their marriage they lived in Indiana for some time, and in 1853 came 
to Burlington, Iowa, where they remained a short time until the harvesting 
season, when they moved to Appanoose county, where they bought a farm 
and remained until i860, when they came to Hardin county, landing here on 
the 22d of October of that year, and settled on what is now the Glenny farm 
in section 29. Union township, -and here they lived until the father's death, 
October 20. 1865. He is buried in the Miller cemetery and his wife is buried 
at Manhattan. Kansas. William Caster never aspired to office, being a great 
home man. He was the son of Gabriel and Louisa Catherine (Hoffman) 
Caster, who spent their lives on a farm in Allegheny county. Pennsylvania. 
They were parents of the following children: James: Benjamin married 
Mary Toy; William, father of James B.. of this sketch; Sarah J. married 
James Barclay; Rebecca married Norman Dexter; Jacob married Mary 
Thackery; John married Cynthia Gilmore; Henry married Nancy Heath; 
Ruth married Ebenezer Hastings. 

The brothers and sisters of Gabriel Caster were : Benjamin, William, 
Paul. James. Sampson. Edward and Rebecca. Gabriel Caster was the son of 
Benjamin Caster. 

Elizabeth Thackery, mother of the subject, was the daughter of John 
and Tabitha (Casto) Thackery and they were the parents of the following 
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children: William, Samuel, John, James, Elwood, Sarah, Mary and Eliza- 
beth. There were two children by a former marriage, Phoebe and Ann. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. William Caster: 
Tabitha E., born December 3. 1843, * s deceased; James B., of this review; 
Jacob E., born February 12, 1848, lives in Wyoming; he was married, first, 
to Sophia Bunch, who died in 1871, and his last wife was Mary Musgrove; 
Catherine O., born August 8. 1850, died when two years old; Armina J., 
born May 16, 1852, lives in Manhattan, Kansas; she first married John Ditto 
and later James L. Soupene; William N. T., born March 26, 1855, married 
Clara Rassmussen; Harmon C, born November 20, 1858, married Flora Sou- 
pene, and they live in Riley county, Kansas; Iturea C, born July 1, i860, 
married Charles McLean, and they live in Union, this county; Laura C, born 
October 18, 1862, died when five years of age; Wilmina E., born September 
5, 1865, li yes m Macy county, Colorado; she first married Elvin riadley and 
later William Robinson. 

James R. Caster, of this review, received his early education in the schools 
of Hardin county, Iowa, and when twenty-two years of age began life for 
himself. On March 26, 1868, he married Lucetta Estep, who was born in 
1847 and whose death occurred on April n, 1873. This union resulted in the 
birth of the following children: Charles T., born December 18, 1868, mar- 
ried Clara Wentworth, and they reside in Eldora, Iowa; Francis Marion, 
born March 30, 1872, married Melia Reece, a farmer of Chickasaw county, 
Iowa. The mother of these children was a native of Ohio and when young 
she came to Marshall county, Iowa, with her parents, Jacob and Mildred J. 
(Thompson) Estep. 

Mr. Caster was again married on October 4, 1874, his last wife being 
Rebecca Say re, who was born in Illinois October 26, 1849, * ne daughter of 
Milton V. and Jane (Sailor) Say re, who came from Illinois to Hardin county 
in 1862 and located on a farm two miles east of Gifford, Union township, 
which place is now owned by Mr. Caster, of this review. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sayre are both deceased, the mother dying in early life, and the father s death 
occurring in 1893. 

To the subject's second marriage these children were born : Bertram C, 
born November 20, 1877, has remained at home; Ethel May, born December 
30, 1880, died when six weeks old; Robert Wayne, born June 2, 1883, mar- 
ried Florence Perkins, of Eldora, and they now live on the home farm in 
Union township; Jennie Allian, born June 2, 1888, died when three years old. 

Mr. Caster had followed farming in Union township in a most suc- 
cessful manner until he retired from active life and moved to his modern 
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and neatly kept home in the village of Union. Politically, he is a Republi- 
can and has held various offices, always with credit and satisfaction, such as 
road supervisor and school director. Mr. Caster is a member of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, Industrial Lodge No. 225, at Union, and he 
is a member of the United Christian church. 



DAVID S. VALENTINE. 



I 



The Valentine family was an influential one in the Hoosier state in the 
early days and wherever its members have settled since then they have been 
regarded as high grade citizens in every respect. One of the best known of 
the name is David S. Valentine, of Union, Hardin county, Iowa, who was 
born one mile north of New Castle, Henry countv, Indiana, November 
1832. He is the son of James Valentine who was born four miles from 
Maysville, Kentucky. He married Sarah Frazier, of Wayne county, Ohio. 
James was the son of Henry Valentine, a native of Germany, from which 
country he emigrated to America when a young man. settling in Kentucky, 
where he became a large slaveholder and operated an extensive plantation. 
His family consisted of seventeen children. He and his wife both died near 
Maysville, Kentucky. David Frazier, maternal grandfather of the subject, 
was a native of North Carolina, in which state he was married to Sarah 
Hays, and they made their home in Henry county. Indiana, for many years, 
whither they had emigrated from the old Tar state, and there they spent the 
balance of their lives on a farm. In their family were nine children. The 
father, James Valentine, grew to maturity in Kentucky and there he learned 
the trade of shoemaker. His brothers were hatters by trade. James was a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church for thirty-five years. It was in 
1832 that he went to Henry county. Indiana, where he lived on a farm until 
the fall of 1856. when he moved to Marion county, Iowa, and in the spring 
of 1857 came to Union township. Hardin county. Iowa, where he bought one 
hundred and forty acres of land and there developed a good farm, living on 
the place until his death, on April 14. 1865. His wife died in September. 1896, 
at the advanced age of eighty-five years and nine months. His death oc- 
curred at the age of fifty-nine. Their family consisted of twelve children, 
namely : John, deceased, remained in Henry county. Indiana, until 1857. then 
emigrated to Hardin county. Iowa, later moving to Kansas. He died in 
Union on June 7, 1907; his entire life was devoted to farming; Sarah. de- 
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ceased married Jack Davis, the founder of Union, Iowa, and a native of 
Henry county, Indiana; he was a carpenter by trade: David S., subject of 
this sketch; Leah married David Williams, a Dunkard preacher, now de- 
ceased, and she is now a resident of the state of Kansas; Minerva married 
William Bates, a native of England, who was one of the pioneers of Hardin 
county. Iowa, having settled in Union township in an early day ; his death 
occurred on September 25. 1910. and she is still living at Union, this county; 
Letha A. married Isaac Cowick, and both died in Missouri; James H. was a 
member of Company F. Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and saw 
three years' service in the Civil war; he lives at Lincoln. Nebraska, and is a 
page at the state capitol ; Martha A. and James (twins) ; the former married 
David Long, of Grundy county, Iowa ; Margaret married David Wentworth ; 
they are both deceased ; Amanda was drowned at Benson Mill when a young 
woman; A. J. and Amanda (twins), the former lives at Conrad, Iowa; Mary 
is the wife of Mr. Winslow, and they live in Arkansas. 

David S. Valentine received only a limited education, but he has since 
been an extensive reader. He lived at home until 1855, when he moved to 
Marion county, Iowa, since which time he has been a resident of this state. 
On May 10. 1856. he was married to Amanda J. Stem, of Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania; she was the daughter of John Stem, of that state, who emi- 
grated to Pella, Marion county, Iowa, in 1853 and died there; he followed 
school teaching all his life; his wife died in Pennsylvania. 

The subject's first wife died December 28. 1878. and on April 18. 1900. 
he married Mary J. Blakslee. a widow of Jared Blakslee, of Story City, Iowa, 
who died March 4, 1893. She was the daughter of Franklin B. Wellington, 
of Auburn, New York, and her mother's maiden name was Mary A. Baxter. 
They moved to near Story City, Iowa, on a farm in 1880 and there they spent 
the remainder of their lives. 

Eight children were born into our subject's family, four of whom are 
living, namely : William David, a hardware dealer in Peoria. Illinois, mar- 
ried Elma Amos; Sarah married Charles Corrothers. of Marshalltown, Iowa; 
Louisa married, first William Reynolds, and secondly. William Devendrof, a 
druggist at Des Moines. Iowa ; Lillian married A. E. Mclntire, superinten- 
dent of Crookston College at Crookston, Minnesota. The four other children 
died young. The second wife of Mr. Valentine had one daughter by her 
first marriage. Hattie J., who married Henry Foley, of Chicago, Illinois. 

In February. 1857, Mr. Valentine came to Union, Iowa, securing eighty 
acres of land northwest of that place. It was raw land, but he improved it 
and put up a log cabin, beginning life in typical pioneer fashion. Being a hard 



Digitized by Google 



934 HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 

worker, he soon had a good start, and there he remained until 1870, when he 
moved to Union, selling his farm after the death of his first wife. He was 
very successful as a general farmer. He owns three good dwellings in Union, 
also several lots. 

On August 15, 1862, Mr. Valentine enlisted in Company F, Thirty-sec- 
ond Iowa Volunteer Infantry, under Captain Edgarton and Col. John Scott. 
He was sent to Cape Girardeau, Missouri, later was practically all over that 
state after the Confederate General Price. He was later in Arkansas, at 
Duval's Bluff. Brownsville, Little Rock, under General Steele in the Six- 
teenth Army Corps, serving under Gen. A. J. Smith, who commanded the 
right wing. In the spring of 1864 he was on the Red river expedition, thence 
back to Vicksburg, and on to Tupelo, Mississippi. He was later in Cairo, 
Illinois, and other points, then re-enforced General Thomas in Tennessee, 
and to Mobile, Alabama, in the spring of 1865. He was in the charge on Fort 
Blakely and Spanish Fort, continuing until the close of the war, serving in a 
very faithful manner for three years, and was continuously at the front. He 
was honorably discharged at Clinton, Iowa, August 25, 1865. His record is 
one of which he may well be proud, it including twenty-eight engagements. 

Mr. Valentine is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at Union, 
being a charter member of the post and quartermaster of the same for twelve f 
years. He and his wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal church at Union. 
They are highly respected throughout the county and have many warm friends 
here. 



C. V. HAUSER. 

The gentleman whose name heads this article is the son of one of the 
well known pioneers of Hardin county and a member of a family which has 
always taken a prominent part in the activities of the communities in which 
they have lived. He is the owner of one of the best kept and most fertile 
farms in Union township, and is one of the solid and substantial men of his 
neighborhood. 

C. V. Mauser is the son of Thomas X. and Xancy Hausei. who are ex- 
tensively mentioned in this work, and was born on October 29. 1863. He 
was married in 1887 to Ada Lundy, the daughter of Daniel and Catherine 
(Emery) Lundy. Daniel Lundy is now living at Central City, Nebraska: 
his wife died in i860. They were the parents of three children: Ada was 
born on March 12, 1866; Rose Minnie, the wife of G. \V. Rhodes, a farmer 
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of Marshall county, Iowa, was horn on April 4, 1869. Walter E. died when 
about six weeks old. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hauser are the parents of two children: Lura Kathcrine, 
who was born on January 21, [891, and attended Drake University, married 
Chester L. Mabie, and lives at Sioux City, Iowa; Walter Emery, who was 
horn on December 7, 1896, is now at home. 

Mr. Hauser has given most of his life to farming and has found it both 
profitable and pleasant. His farm is a beautiful one in an almost ideal loca- 
tion, and its character is fittingly symbolized by the name which its owner 
has given to it, "Sunshine Farm." It is situated on section 14, Union town- 
ship, and is both literally and figuratively Sunshine Farm, for it no more 
truly reflects the rays of the king of day than it reflects the sunshine of a 
happy family life, spent on its broad acres and in its comfortable home. 



SAMUEL H. WELDEN. 

The gentleman to a brief review of whose life and characteristics the 
reader's attention is herewith directed is among the foremost business men 
of Iowa Falls and has by his enterprise and progressive methods contributed 
in a material way to the industrial and commercial advancement of Hardin 
county. He has. in the course of a business career been most successful in the 
enterprise of which he is the head, and is well deserving of mention in the 
biographical memoirs of this locality. 

Samuel H. Welden. proprietor of the Northwestern Bottling Works, 
was born in Grant county, Wisconsin. March 27, 1857. and he is the son of 
Levi and Julia (Payne) Welden, the father born in the state of New York, 
near the Canadian border, and the mother's birth occurred in that state, along 
Lake Champlain. 

When the son, Samuel H.. was eight years old the family came to Iowa 
Falls, and this has been their home since 1865. They have lived to see and take 
a conspicuous part in the wonderful development of this favored section of 
the Hawkeye state since then and no family in Hardin county is better or 
more favorably known. 

After finishing school the subject began life as a clerk in the store owned 
by his father and brother, William, their store being one of the leading gro- 
ceries of the county for some time and enjoyed a very liberal trade. The 
brother became postmaster at Iowa Falls and held the office in a most satis- 
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factory manner. In 1893 Samuel H. Welden bought a partnership in the 1 
bottling business here with A. Long, a manufacturer and bottler of soft 
drinks. He purchased the interest of Mr. Long upon the latter's death and 
has managed the business alone ever since under the name of the Northwest- 
ern Bottling Works. He has built up an extensive and ever-growing business, 
and owing to the superior quality of his products they are eagerly sought 
after, finding a very ready market, in fact, the establishment is often hard 
pressed to keep abreast of the ever-increasing influx of orders. His plant 
is well equipped in every respect with modern appliances for sanitary and 
rapid work and only experienced and capable help is employed. The prod- 
ucts of this popular plant are shipped to many counties in Iowa and new terri- 
tory is constantly being invaded. 

Mr. Weldon w as married in 1880 to Mary A. Ely, daughter of James 
and Sarah (Downey) Ely. She was born in the state of New York. Her 
father was born in England and her mother in Ireland ; the latter came to 
America with her parents and about 1878 they located in Iowa Falls, Iowa. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Welden, five sons and 
two daughters, namely: \V r illiam E., who is now postmaster at Iowa Falls, 
l'rank H. is living at Council Bluffs and is engaged in the automobile busi- 
ness; Ernest, who was graduated from the State Agricultural College at 
Ames in 191 1, is now located at Buffalo Center, Iowa; Fred was graduated 
from the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in 191 1, and is now in the 
United States navy: I-ouis is attending high school at Iowa Falls; Isadore is 
teaching school in Hardin county; Doris is attending school in Iowa Falls. 



AUGUST NEUMAN. 

Herein is recorded the life of a man who has devoted the greater part 
of his days to the honorable profession of teaching, and during that time has 
exerted an influence for good whose effects can scarcely be estimated at their 
true value, while at the same time he has been able to overcome the difficulties 
which usually stand in the teacher's way, and has accumulated a large amount 
of property. 

August Neunian was born in Brandenburg. Germany, on March 21, 
1853. In 1867 his parents. William and Wilhelmina (Raabe) Neurnan, came 
to Hardin county with their family. His mother's brothers and sisters had 
come to Wisconsin in the fifties and soon after the war. in which one of her 
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brothers met a soldier's death in a Wisconsin regiment, one sister, Mrs. Carl 
Kuhn, was living in Hardin county, Iowa, one and one-half miles south of 
Ackley. This sister later moved to Kansas, where she and her husband died. 
A brother who came from Germany when the Neumans did. remained in Wis- 
consin and died there. But the Neumans came to Hardin county and. after a 
year on the farm, moved to Ackley, where William worked at his trade of 
mason and is now living at the age of eighty-three. His wife died some fif- 
teen years ago. Their family consists of three sons and three daughters, two 
of whom were born in Hardin county ; August ; Minnie, the wife of Jacob Mil- 
ler, of Franklin county ; William, an invalid at home ; Theodore, who died at 
thirty-five, leaving a widow ; Mary, who married John Johnson, a merchant 
at Kanawha, Iowa; Frank, at home; and Martha, at home. 

August Neuman remained at home and attended school in the winter. 
He had to fight his own way in the world, and at the age of nineteen he began 
to teach, later attending the State Normal at Ada Falls, and the Albion Sem- 
inary. From 1877 to 1906 he taught in Franklin. Grundy and Hardin coun- 
ties, except for four years spent in the postoffice, and three as supervisor. 
Often he would teach several terms in the same school. He obtained a first- 
grade certificate in Grundy county. For much of the time he taught eleven 
and one-half months in the year, and spent the remaining two weeks in a 
normal institute. He loved his school work and had excellent success. Dur- 
ing his years of service he attended every institute and normal and kept 
abreast of the times, and he kept his certificate in force until recently. 

Mr. Neuman taught German in the schools during a portion of his 
career. He has done much general reading and is especially well read in his- 
tory and political economy. As soon as possible he became a citizen, and 
joined the Democratic party because from his reading and understanding of 
parties he regarded it as the best. He has served as township chairman and 
has been a loyal party worker, and in 1895 ne was nia( le postmaster under 
Cleveland, which position he held for one term, having been endorsed for the 
position by Senator Allen, of Nebraska, an old friend. From 1902 to 1905 
he served on the township board and has often been a delegate to conventions, 
though he is not a public speaker. 

August Neuman early began to invest his savings in land, first buying 
lots and houses and later farming land. Some of his land was purchased at 
ten dollars per acre, some cost thirty dollars or forty dollars, some as much 
as one hundred and twenty-five dollars, this last being situated near Ackley. 
He now owns two thousand acres, two hundred of which is timber land and 
the rest farming land. This land is kept in good condition and he is constantly 
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tiling and improving it, while all his buildings are substantial. He rents the 
farming land and is still trading and buying and selling land, but keeps his 
holdings in Hardin and Franklin county. Mr. Neuman has had a great deal 
to do in the administration of estates, being often named in wills, and some- 
times selected by the county. His friends are so numerous and his character 
so well established that he has no difficulty in furnishing the required bond. 

In religion Mr. Neuman is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
which is the same as the state church of Prussia, and he has kept in active 
touch with the work in the church and schools. As a recreation, Mr. Neuman 
enjoys nothing else so well as a day with rod and line, fishing. He is not 
married, and lives with his father, two brothers and sister. Few men in 
Ackley are more highly, or more deservedly, respected and admired for their 
strength of character and congeniality of disposition than is he. 



JEREMIAH T. LANE. 

One of the well remembered and worthy pioneers o f Iowa Falls and 
for many years one of Hardin county's well known and progressive citizens 
was Jeremiah T. Lane, familiarly known as "Jerry" Lane, a man who is 
remembered as the possessor of many sterling qualities of bead and heart 
and whose efforts resulted in much good to the general public. 

Mr. Lane was born in western New York, February 21, 1828. He was 
the son of Samuel and Bedelia (Sargeant) Lane, who were the parents of 
seven children, namely: Jeremiah T. (of this review); Charles; Polly died 
in infancy; Polly (the second) married John Rinehart, a sketch of whose 
son, John M. Rinehart. appears on another page of this work; Sally died 
January 11, 1886, and was the wife of Edward Mark, deceased; Emily is the 
widow of A. A. Jackson, deceased ; Harriet B. died in infancy. 

While the subject was a small child his parents moved to DuPage 
county, Illinois, where he lived until 1855 when he came to Hardin county 
Iowa. The year following his mother and sister Emily carae, the father 
having died in Illinois. For a number of years Jerry Lane conducted a hotel 
in a double log cabin on the corner of Main and Iowa streets. Iowa Falls 
This was one of the first hotels in this section of Iowa. It was liberally 
patronized and for several decades was popular with the traveling public 
and here many an adventurer, fortune-seeker, home-seeker, politician and 
others gathered from time to time. It was not unusual for twenty or twen- 
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ty-five men to wrap themselves in blankets and sleep in the somewhat open 
and airj' upper chamber, even in the coldest weather. The hard work and 
long hours in the hotel impaired Mrs. Lane's health, so they quit this busi- 
ness and bought a farm northwest of Iowa Falls where they lived a number 
of years. Selling that place, they bought another, now occupied by Bruce 
Grant. Mr. Lane lived here until he moved back to Iowa Falls in 1889. 
Here he remained until h^oi when he went to live with his daughter at 
Jennings, Louisiana. After moving to his first farm he occupied himself 
for a number of years, in his spare time, hauling freight from Dubuque to 
Iowa Falls. He was also engaged for awhile in boring deep wells all over 
this part of the country, the machinery being operated by horse power. For 
many years he was a constable in his township and also in Iowa Falls, and 
all business entrusted to his care received prompt and careful attention. 
Mr. Lane built the first house of pine lumber in Iowa Falls, in 1856. He 
hauled the lumber from Dubuque with an ox team. 

Mr. Lane and Phoebe Ackley were married in DuPage county, Illinois, 
in October. 1846, and to this union five children were born, four sons dying 
early in life, and a daughter, Mrs. J. H. Hemen, together with his wife 
and one grandchild survive, his death having occurred on February 16, 191 1, 
at Jennings, Louisiana. 

Mr. I.ane was a man in whom everyone reposed the utmost confidence, 
for his word was to him a sacred obligation and he was always ready to assist 
in any good work or help those in need. He had a wide acquaintance through- 
out the northern part of the county especially. It is said of him that he 
would loan his neighbor a horse and walk rather than have a friend suffer. 



WALTER CARPENTER. 

One of those brave men who gave to their country their services in the 
Civil war, whom we cannot too much honor for their sacrifices, and whose 
life as a faithful citizen in peace is equally deserving of commendation with 
his creditable war record, is Walter Carpenter, who was born in Allegany 
county, New r York, on September 6, 1840, the son of Silas and Eliza 
(Thomas) Carpenter. His father was born in Massachusetts, his mother in 
Pennsylvania. Silas Carpenter was a fanner and made a new farm in Wis- 
consin on the openings. Here he lived until 1866; his wife died January 1, 
1863, and he came to Iowa with his son, Walter. 
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Walter Carpenter enlisted on August 27, 1862, in the First Wisconsin 
Cavalry, Company L. and served two years and eleven months until July 19. 
1865. Mis regiment was with the department of the Tennessee. In 1862 he 
saw service against the hush whackers in Missouri, and in 1863 he took part in 
the fight of Cape Girardeau. Then the regiment was transferred to the Army 
of the Cumberland under Rosecrans, and remained with him near Knoxville 
until after the battle of Chattanooga. On January 17, 1864, at Landridge. 
Tennessee, his command met General Longstreet's troops, and were dis- 
mounted and fought on foot, following a retreating force until they met the 
main body of the enemy. They stood a heavy fire. but. being flanked, had to 
fall back, and on reaching an open space met heavy loss. The Confederate* 
did not follow them from the woods, and they built breastworks of rails and 
remained there until eleven o'clock, the Confederates not attacking, but finally 
withdrawing after Rosecrans' main army had retreated. The regiment lost 
about one hundred and fifty men out of alxwt five hundred engaged, and this 
was the first time they had ever been driven off the field. The regiment re- 
mained about Knoxville until Sherman started to Atlanta, when it was put 
in the lead to locate the enemy, and lost heavily at the battle of Burnt Hick- 
ory, where their colonel was captured. During this campaign the cavalry 
was sent around Atlanta to inspect the enemy retreating, and Mr. Carpenter's 
reiiment was with Kilpatrick's brigade. They waited twenty-four hours for 
General Stoneman to form a junction with them, but he had already sur- 
rendered. The brigade was caught in a trap and had a severe fight. After an 
armistice McCook decided to surrender, but General Brownlow. of the First 
Tennessee, refused to surrender, and finally each regiment was given the right 
to retreat as best they could, and so each cut its own way out, and the First 
Wisconsin lost many men. Later this regiment was used as a railroad guard, 
then was sent back to the Louisville encampments for "new equipment and 
horses. Here it was kept until, before the battle of Nashville, it was ordered 
to join Thomas, but en route was ordered to follow General Lyon on a raid 
through Kentucky, which took place during the Nashville and Franklin bat- 
tles. Later they were sent to Gravelly Springs, on the line between Missis- 
sippi and Tennessee, where they remained until March. 1865. Then they lie- 
came attached to a corps under General Wilson, and followed the Tennessee 
river into Alabama, engaging in a fight at Selma. From there they went to 
Montgomery. Columbus. West Point, and Macon. Georgia, and the First 
Wisconsin was engaged in the fights at all these places. They were at Macon 
when Lee surrendered. Mr. Carpenter was wounded in a skirmish at Talla- 
dega. Alabama, but did not leave his command. He enlisted as a private, and 
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was mustered out as an orderly sergeant, having been detailed in 1862 as an 
orderly to two generals. Many times during his service he came to close 
quarters with the enemy. 

In 1866 Walter Carpenter came to Ellis township, Hardin county, Iowa, 
and bought two hundred acres of land at four dollars per acre. He settled on 
this farm and improved it and still owns it. In 1895 he left it as a residence, 
and removed to Iowa Falls. lie has added to his holdings until that farm 
consists of two hundred and forty acres, and he owns two other farms of one 
hundred and sixty acres each, in Ellis township, within a mile and one-half of 
his original farm, and one hundred and sixty acres in Hardin township, all 
of which he has improved with good buildings. His land was bought at 
prices ranging from nine dollars per acre, which he paid in 1882 for one 
farm, to fifty dollars, averaging perhaps twenty-five dollars, and is now 
worth one hundred dollars per acre. He followed general farming and kept 
all his interests in Iowa farms. In politics he is a Republican, and has filled 
the township offices of clerk, assessor and trustee. For nine years he served 
on the county board of supervisors, three years of which time was when W. 
J. Moir was serving. He was a member of the board when the county seat 
was located and the court house built. When Mr. Carpenter came to this 
locality he was practically a pioneer, there being not to exceed over ten or 
fifteen families in the neighborhood, he and his father, who died at the 
age of eighty, being the first to come here after the war. Since that time he 
has witnessed and aided in much development. 

Mr. Carpenter was married in 1867, in Ellis township, to Sarah E. 
Bump, the daughter of J. O. and Sophronia (Reynolds) Bump. Her par- 
ents were natives of Vermont, but came to Wisconsin in 1845 from St. Law- 
rence county. New York, and in 1863 to Hardin county, Iowa. Her father 
died in Iowa Falls in 1899, aged eighty-three, her mother in 1904, aged 
eighty-five. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are the parents of four sons. Lavern B. died at 
the age of nineteen of measles contracted while a student in Iowa State Col- 
lege. O. S. married Lurana Hillhouse, and is living on one of his father's 
farms. He is the father of five children, Oral G., Norma R., Berma M.. 
William K. and Dorothy. W. E. lives on the old homestead, and married 
Mary Newell, who has borne to him three children, Newell L., Robley D. 
and Virginia. I. D. is a graduate of the State College at Des Moines, and is 
a graduate osteopath, practicing at Ely, Nevada. He married a Miss Smith, of 
Salt Lake City. 

Mr. Carpenter is a member of Charles Payne Post of the Grand Army 
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at Iowa Falls, and is now past commander. He has attended many regi- 
mental reunions and national encampments, being the delegate for the third 
district of Iowa at the Philadelphia encampment in 1899. He is a member 
of the Masonic lodge at Iowa Falls. 

Mr. Carpenter is a Republican and has always taken an active interest 
in political matters. He served nine years in the city council, being the mem- 
ber from the third ward. 

Walter Carpenter is a man who has taken an active and prominent part 
in all phases of the affairs of his community, and is widely known, with mam- 
friends who have been attracted and held by the excellence of his character. 



GEORGE W. LOCKARD. 

For many years George \V. Lockard was a prominent and influential 
figure in the affairs of Union tow nship. A man of strong intelligence and 
good judgment, in whom his fellows trusted, and with the qualities of leader- 
ship well developed, he was active in the affairs of his community and used his 
influence in every way to further its development. His loss was deeply felt, 
not only by his widow, but also by his neighborhood in general. 

George W. Lockard was born in Champaign county. Ohio, on July ^5- 
1844, the son of William and Elizabeth Lockard. William Lockard was 
born near Williamsport, Virginia, on March 24. 1814. a son of Isaac and 
Sarah ( Mills) Lockard. who later removed to Champaign county, Ohio. In 
the fall of 185 1 William and his family left Ohio with teams, driving over- 
land. They stopped in Benton county, Iowa, and remained one year and a 
half, then moved to Hardin county, at first living in a little log cabin with 
roof so low that they could hardly stand straight beneath, while the wife did 
the cooking for a large family on an old-fashioned fireplace. They im- 
proved the farm and reaped the reward of their labors and hardships in the 
bountiful crops obtained later and the increased value of their land. William 
Lockard's family consisted of the following children: Marv Ann; John, 
who served in the Civil war in the Sixth Iowa Infantrv, received a gunshot 
wound at the battle of Shiloh, and died en route home; Philander, a member 
of the same regiment, died with typhoid fever at St. Louis, Missouri; Philip. 
George, deceased, the subject of this sketch : Thomas. Isaac and Ira. 

George W. Lockard was reared on his father's farm and educated in 
the log cabin schools of Hardin county, after which he had a year and a half 
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in Albion Seminary. On July 4, 1867, he was married to Jennie Hauser, 
the daughter of Hon. Thomas N. Hauser, mentioned at length in another 
sketch. She was born in Owen county, Indiana, on October 16, 1847. To 
this marriage two children were born: Nellie, born in 1868, and living at 
Kersey, Colorado, who married L. D. Tucker; Theodore Edwin, who mar- 
ried Ethel Parrish, and lives at Marshalltown. Iowa. After many years of 
useful life spent on the farm of Union township, which brought to him his 
share of prosperity, Mr. Lockard died on September 5, 1906, at the age of 
sixty-two. 

Mr. Lockard was a member of the Christian church and a true Christian 
in character. He took exceptional pride in the education and development 
of his children. A stanch Republican, he held several township offices and 
was trustee of Union township for many years, being always faithful to the 
public trust. Such was the excellence of his life that in the memory of his 
character alone he left to his children the most valuable of inheritances. 



ELKANAH B. ARNEY. 

One of the best farming regions of Hardin county is Union township, 
and in that township one of the best and most productive farms is that owned 
by E. B. Arney, whose care has greatly improved his land, and who is one 
of the most capable and progressive farmers of his community and a man 
who takes a deep interest in the public welfare. 

E. B. Arney was born in Marshall county, Iowa, on February 24, i860. 
He is the son of William and Elizabeth (Boyles) Arney. who came to Mar- 
shall county with the Hauser family, and lived for several years there on a 
farm, where his mother died at the age of sixty-eight and was buried in 
Bethel cemetery. His father was born in Indiana, the son of John Arney. 
and is now living at the age of eighty. William and Elizabeth Arney were 
the parents of seven children : Alice married Elias Hullett. and she and her 
husband are both dead; Hannah married Benjamin Wiley; Eliza married 
John Edwards, and lives in California; Elkanah B., the subject; Elmer, de- 
ceased, who married Hannah Wheelan, and after her death Sarah Helsibeck. 
who lives south of Marshalltown, Iowa ; Julia, who died at the age of twenty- 
eight and is buried in Bethel cemetery; Wilkie married Minnie Helsibeck. 

E. B. Arney came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1884, and located in the 
southeast quarter of section 24, where his father had purchased a quarter 
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section of land. On this farm he made many improvements, and here be 
resided until a few years ago. Not content to follow the ordinary rut in 
farming, he gave to the needs and cultivation of his. soil especial care and 
attention, and was proportionately rewarded for his labor spent. He is now 
living retired in Whitten. in a commodious and handsome modern home 
which he built. Mr. Arney never aspired to public office, and in his politics is a 
Democrat. He is a member of the Christian church. 

Mr. Arney was married in 1884 to Grace Crider, the daughter of Capt 
H. S. Crider, whose sketch see. To this marriage one son was born, Nelson 
William. Mr. Arney is recognized in the community as one of its sterling 
citizens, a man of character and strength, and is respected by those who know 
him. 



PHILIP ELLER. 

A list of Hardin county's worthy families would be incomplete were 
there failure to make specific mention of the well known farmer and repre- 
sentative citizen, and his relatives, whose name introduces this sketch, for 
his life has been one of usefulness in many ways, resulting in good to those 
with whom he has had dealings, whether in business or social life. 

Philip Eller was born in Tazewell county, Illinois, November 3, 1856, 
and he is the son of John and Justina (Ramige) Eller, the father bom in 
1 818 in Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, and the latter in Alsace-Lorrain, for- 
merly a part of France, now a province of Germany. The father came to 
America single, when twenty-three years of age, and settled first near Buffalo. 
New York. He was a cooper by trade, which he followed several years in 
this country. He married in New York and came west by canal and the 
great lakes, also a part of the way by train, to Peoria, Illinois, where he re- 
mained a short time, then went to Groveland township, Tazewell county, that 
state, where he bought eighty acres of wild land, mostly timbered; this he 
cleared and there made necessary improvements and became very comfort- 
ably fixed. He w as one of the pioneers there and had to undergo many hard- 
ships, but he was industrious and later added eighty acres more to his original 
purchase and there continued to live until his death in 1882. His widow, now 
advanced in years, makes her home w ith her children. He was a Republican 
and held several minor offices. He belonged to the Evangelical church, to 
which his w idow also belongs. Their family consisted of the following chil- 
dren : Mary, who married Jacob Braker, lives in Tazewell county, Illinois: 
Henry, who is farming in Sherman township. Hardin county, was a preacher 
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in the Evangelical church in Illinois for several years and in Iowa for seven 
years; he married Albertina Voigt, and they became the parents of eight chil- 
dren, four of whom are deceased ; Sarah married John Wykle, now a retired 
farmer living at Radcliffe, Iowa; John, who died in 1900, married Mary 
Shafer, an early settler in Sherman township, this county (see his sketch 
on another page) ; Philip, of this review ; Fred died when three years of age; 
William, who lived in Tazewell county. Illinois, is deceased ; Elizabeth mar- 
ried G. H. Hake, of Sherman township, this county (see his sketch herein) ; 
George, who married Anna Strickfaden, is farming in Sherman township, 
this county. 

The subject attended the common schools in Tazewell county, Illinois, 
and lived at home until he was twenty-five years of age. He first married, 
in August, 1880, Sarah Hake, of his native community. A sketch of her peo- 
ple will be found herein, captioned G. H. Hake. Her death occurred on April 
5, 1896. The following children were born of this union : Silas W., a jew- 
eler at Zearing, Iowa: Daniel, who is farming at Broadview, Montana; New- 
ton also is farming there ; Laura married William Granzow, of Ellis township, 
this county ; Lloyd is living at home. 

On May 25, 1898. Mr. Eller married Ricka Hildebrand, a native of 
Lippe-Detmold. Germany, who came to America on October 21, 1893. Five 
children were born to this union : Dewey, Rudolph, Thelrna, Walter and Ver- 
ner. 

In the fall of 1880 Philip Eller came to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
bought one hundred acres of land in section 23, Sherman township. It was 
all wild and he began life here as a pioneer. He put up a rude hut, sixteen 
by twenty-four feet, and lived in it for a period of fourteen years, then built 
his present cozy home. In 1889 he erected a large barn. Prospering from 
year to year, he has added to his original purchase until he is now the owner 
of one of the valuable and choice farms of the township, consisting of three 
hundred and seventy acres in Sherman township, and he is also the owner 
of a half section in Yellowstone county, Montana. He made a specialty of 
raising short-horn cattle, Norman and Hamiltonian horses, also Duroc-Jersey 
Red hogs. It is a pleasure to look over his fine herds and his well kept fields. 

Mr. Eller is a member of the United Evangelical church, of which he 
has been steward and class leader, also a Sunday school teacher for the past 
thirty years. He takes a great deal of interest in religious affairs, being a 
pillar in the local church, and he carries *his religion into his every-day af- 
fairs, thus living an exemplary life which has gained him the respect and 
good will of a vast circle of friends. 
(60) 
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IRA LOCKARD. 

The science of agriculture — for it is a science as well as an art— finds an 
able demonstrator as well as a successful practitioner in the person of Ira 
Lockard, who is widely known in southeastern Hardin county, maintaining a 
very productive and desirable farm in Union township. He comes of a 
highly honored pioneer family, members of which have played well their 
parts in the general development of this favored section of the great Iowa 
commonwealth. 

Mr. Lockard was born March 13, 1856, on the old home place where he 
still resides, section 10, Union township, this county. He was educated in 
the schools of his native community, and in 1876 he was united in marriage 
with Rosina Jester, daughter of James and Mary (Fletcher) Jester, natives 
of North Carolina, who located in Providence township, Hardin county, 
Iowa, in 1874, moving later to section 1, Union township, later to section 15. 
where they spent the balance of their lives. They are buried in the cemetery 
at Union. They had a good home here and w ere highly respected. These chil- 
dren were born to them : Frank is deceased ; Rosina, wife of Mr. Lockard, of 
this review ; Columbus is deceased ; Nettie is the wife of John Pope, of Un- 
ion; Richard married Florence Woodward, and they live at Spirit Lake; 
Smith married Lydia Lawrence, and they live in Union. 

Seven daughters and one son have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lockard, 
namely: Lillian married Calvin Newby, and they live in Union; Mabel, who 
married Clayton Hurley, died in 1909 when twenty-seven years of age, leav- 
ing one child, Irene, one other child having died in infancy; Ethel married 
Clair Carson, and they live in Union, Iowa; Josie married Clyde Rowen; 
Lois, Doris and Genevieve live at home. 

Mr. Lockard has been very successful in his business career. Besides his 
farm of three hundred acres, he operates an extensive cement plant at Union, 
the output of which is sent to customers covering a wide territory. In con- 
nection with general farming he raises an excellent grade of live stock. He 
has kept the home place well improved and well tilled, so that it has retained 
its fertility. He has spent his life in his home community and has lived to 
see the wild, sparsely settled prairies round about transformed into fertile 
farms and dotted with pleasant homes. 

Politically, Mr. Lockard is a Republican and while he has always been 
interested in the advancement of local affairs he has not been an office seeker. 
He belongs to the Woodman lodge at Union. 

Mr. Lockard is the son of William and Elizabeth (Steinbarger) Lock- 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



947 



ard, the father born in Virginia and the mother in Ohio. They came to Iowa 
in 1850, and to Hardin county in 1852, locating in Union township on the 
farm Ira Lockard now lives on, where they died. The mother died Novem- 
ber 19. 1890, aged seventy-five, and the father died January 16, 1894, aged 
seventy-three years. They were the parents of seven boys and one girl, viz. : 
John, who died from a gunshot wound at the battle of Shiloh ; Philander died 
in a hospital at St. Louis, from sickness contracted in the army; Isaac died 
in infancy; Phillip also died in infancy; George, dead; Thomas lives at Con- 
rad, Iowa; Mary Ann, the eldest of the children, died at the age of fifteen. 
Ira, of this sketch. 



JOSEPH STEENBARGER. 

Among the earlier settlers and oldest residents of Union township of 
Hardin county is the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, who has, by 
his ability and industry and by honesty in all his dealings, won a competence 
from his farming operations, and who has gained a reputation as one of the 
most capable farmers in his township, which is borne out by the well kept 
appearance of his farm and by the large yields which he obtains. 

Joseph Steenbarger was born in Ohio, on July 12, 1837, the son of 
Willis and Maria Steenbarger. Willis Steenbarger was born in Champaign 
county, Ohio, on August 27, 1810, was reared on a farm and received his 
education in a log cabin school house. On January 8, 1834, he married 
Maria Anderson, who was born in Orange county, Virginia, on January 21, 
1816. In 1852 they drove through to Marshall county, Iowa, where from 
humble surroundings they built up an excellent farm, and in 1868 they moved 
to Union township, Hardin county, where they remained until their death. 
Willis Steenbarger died in 1894, his wife in 1896. They were the parents of 
thirteen children : Elizabeth, who married S. B Collins, of Union township, 
and is now deceased; Joseph; Amanda, deceased, the wife of Ed. Pigens, of 
California; Mary, the wife of George Swift, of Union township; Samantha. 
deceased; Mrs. Phil Ferguson; Delilah, who married William Cowell, of 
Marshalltown, Iowa; Nancy, the wife of George Fiscus, of Carroll, Iowa; 
William, deceased; Harrison, of Kansas; Philander, of Oklahoma; Emiline, 
deceased, and another who died in infancy. 

Willis Steenbarger entered a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres 
in Marshall county. Iowa. During the Civil war Joseph Steenbarger en- 
listed in Company G. Forty-fourth Iowa Infantry, and was mustered in at 



Digitized by Google 



948 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



Davenport, Iowa. After seven months of service he returned to Marshall 
county, in 1864. In 1865 he came to Union township, Hardin county, and 
located on section 10, where he has since lived and farmed and is now the 
owner of an excellent farm. In 1877 he was married to Martha Tisor, of 
Hardin county, the daughter of Andrew Tisor, who came from Indiana to 
Hardin county in 1870. and died here. To this marriage were born four 
children, Charles, Bessie. Harry and Murl, all at home. 

Mr. Steenharger is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. He 
is a man well known amongjiis neighbors, of sterling character, and possesses 
considerable influence in his community. 



JOHN A. OLMSTEAD. 

The gentleman to whose worthy life record and commendable character- 
istics the reader's attention is herewith directed is among the favorably 
known and representative citizens of Union township, Hardin county. He 
has by his indomitable enterprise and progressive methods contributed in a 
material way to the advancement of his locality and during the course of an 
honorable career he has been rewarded with a fair measure of success, hav- 
ing been a man of energy, sound judgment and honesty of purpose from the 
beginning, and is thus well deserving of mention in this volume. 

John A. Olmstead was born in Illinois in 1845, ,lie son of Hiram and 
Lucy A. ( Baker ) Olmstead, the former a native of Ohio who spent his life 
in various places. Coming to Iowa in 1867. accompanied by his family, and 
locating at Boone City, Boone county, they remained there two years, then 
moved to Story county, later to Hamilton, thence to Grundy. The father 
was born in 1826 and his death occurred in 1906. His wife was born in 
1828 and she died on July 28. 1891. She was the daughter of Robert Baker, 
a Revolutionary soldier, his wife dying when Lucy A. was but a few weeks 
old and the child was reared in the family of Obcdiah Banks. She was united 
in marriage with Hiram Olmstead on April 13. 1842, at Lewiston, Illinois. 

John Olmstead. the paternal grandfather of the subject, who was a sol- 
dier in the Revolutionary war. married Almeda Salsbury. and they spent 
their lives in Ohio; and were the parents of five children, namely: Hiram. 
Warren. Amanda. Lydia and Horace. 

The children born to Hiram Olmstead and wife were as follows: John 
A., of this review ; Almeda M. married Warren Olmstead and is now de- 
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ceased, her nusband surviving; they had two children; Melvina married John 
Olmstead, and they had four children; he is now deceased and his wife mar- 
ried a second time, her last husband being Alonzo Bennett,, of Longs Point, 
Illinois. Oscar married Martha Olson, and they have twelve children; 
Charles M. married Emma DeFrance; they have ten children and live in 
Minnesota; George married Agnes Biggs, of Fergus Falls. Minnesota. 

John A. Olmstead, of this review, was married in 1868 to Rosetta Smith, 
a native of this state and the daughter of Lawrence and Elizabeth (Baker) 
Smith. The father, lx>rn in Ohio in 1823, spent his early life in Illinois and 
ill 1861 he came to Hamilton county. Iowa, and in 1892 to Whitten, Iowa, 
and his death occurred while on a visit to Chicago in 1904, at the age of 
eighty-four years. His wife was born in Germany in 1833 and she died in Chi- 
cago in 1906. They were the parents of the following children : Wellington, 
born in Stephenson county. Illinois, in 1852, married Lizzie Connelly, and they 
live in Chicago; he is a conductor on the Chicago Great Western railroad ; they 
have three children, Rosetta, wife of the subject, born February 26. 1855. 
Carlos, born in i860, died in 1894; he married Cora Pierce and they lived 
in Colorado, and were the parents of two children. Charles was born in 
1862. married Emma Crossley. who died in 1894; he lives in the West. Liz- 
zie married Joseph Sells, a farmer of Cooperstown. North Dakota, and they 
have six children. A. J. has remained single and lives in Chicago. 

Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. John A. Olmstead, namely : 
Jesse, born in 1870. died in infancy: Albert L., born in 1872, married Cora 
Whittenger and lives on a farm in North Dakota; they have two children, 
Mabel and Orville: Lillian, born in 1874. married Boone Poyner. and they 
live in Eugene. Oregon, where he is a policeman and she is engaged in teach- 
ing: Emma, born in 1876. married George Buckholtz. a well driller in Eu- 
gene. Oregon, and they have one child, Leona; Ezra, born in 1879, married 
Mabel Kauffman: he is an implement dealer at Whitten, Iowa; Ruth, born in 
1881. married Benjamin Dowler. a farmer in Ford county, Kansas; they 
have three children. Marie. Hazel and Harrold ; Edmund, born in 1884, is a 
carpenter at Charles City. Iowa: he married Laureta Miller and they have 
two children. Jessie and Lucile; Blanche, born in 1886. married Byron 
Schryver. a carpenter at Liscomb. Iowa: Bessie, born in 1889. lives at home; 
Leo. born in 1892. lives at home. 

John A. Olmstead grew up in his native community and attended the 
home schools, and when but a lad he enlisted in the Tenth Michigan Volun- 
teer Infantry, in the one hundred day service, and was a cook. After the 
war he came to Boone county. Iowa, locating in Hamilton county later, then 
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moved to Hardin county, locating west of where he now lives. He spent 
about three years in Kansas and engaged in farming and railroad work. For 
seven years he worked for the Northwestern Railroad Company. In 1900 
he located on his present farm, where he has since resided and has been very 
successful as a general farmer and stock man. Politically, he is a Republi- 
can, but has never been an aspirant for office. Locally he votes independ- 
ently. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, Post Xo. 602, 
at Union, Iowa. He is a member of the Christian church. 



CHARLES DAY. 

The name of Charles Day. of L'nion township, is desirable as an addi- 
tion to the list of worthy citizens of Hardin county for this biographical 
work, partly because he has led an eminently honorable, industrious and useful 
life, and partly because he is a public-spirited citizen, never shirking from his 
duty when worthy movements were fostered for the general good, and when 
the national union was in peril in the early sixties he gladly offered his ser- 
vices in its defense. 

Mr. Day was born February 7, 1840, in Clinton, Iowa, the son of Elias 
and Maria ( Thomas) Day. The father was born in the state of New York. 
September 4. 1811, and he came to Iowa when eighteen years of age, beinp 
one of the pioneers of the city of Clinton, where he operated one of the 
earliest mills of that locality. His death occurred on February 16. 1848 
He was the son of Elias B. Day. who was l>orn December n, 1 79 1 , and his 
death occurred on October it. 1856. His children were A. \V., born Mayo. 
1826, died February 18. 1887. married Catherine Fach, who was born June 
_>^, 1 83 1. and whose death occurred on January 5. 1902; Israel, born Sep- 
tember 7. 1820, died October 22, 1807: J. ('., bom Septemlier 30, 1820. i 4 
living in Sabula. Iowa, where he has long been a hardware merchant: Sey- 
mour, born July 14. 1832. died June 1. 1833. 

The brothers and sisters of the subject's mother were. Robert Thomas, 
born February 20. 1790. died April 9. 1864; Betsy died September 13. 187-'. 
at the age of eighty-two years, nine months and nine days; Charles, horn 
March 5, 1825. died April 7, 1003. 

Charles Day. of this review, married Laura Jeanette Ingham. Novem- 
ber 20. 1861. She is the daughter of Joseph and Maria Ingham, both now 
deceased. 
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On June 7, 1862, Mr. Day enlisted in Company C, Sixty-ninth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry; leaving his wife at home, he went to Fort Douglas and 
he was detailed on guard duty for one year. After an honorable discharge 
he returned home and took up farming near Clinton, Iowa, and, by hard 
work and careful management, made a success of general agricultural pur- 
suits and stock raising, and laid by a competency. In 1867 he moved to 
Grundy county and in 1906 he came to Whitten, Union township, Hardin 
county, and has since lived retired in his pleasant and neatly furnished home. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Day, namely : G. E., 
who is farming, married May Springer, and they have three children; W. J., 
who married Phena Willards, is farming in Minnesota; Minnie married A. 
H. Leonard, and they live on a farm in Minnesota, and have three children ; 
Claude is married and living in Minnesota. 

Mr. Day is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic at Union, 
Iowa. He is a Republican in politics. He cast his first vote for Stephen A. 
Douglas. 



WILLIAM CROOK MULFORD. 

Ancestry does not count for more than personal worth, but it is often 
a guarantee of the latter. No one who reads the history of the usefulness 
of the father of William Crook Mulford could but believe that the sons and 
daughters of such a man would also live lives of usefulness to the com- 
munity, and this conclusion is supported by a review of their history. 

William Crook Mulford was born on April 17, 1856, in Providence 
township, Hardin county. Iowa, the son of Anson M. Mulford. Anson M. 
Mulford was the son of Miller D. Mulford, whose children were Burnett; 
Stephen, deceased; Luther, deceased, a veteran of the Civil war; Miller, de- 
ceased; Emily, now Mrs. Church; and Anson. Anson was born in Ontario 
county, New York, on October 25, 1827, and as a small boy was taken by 
his parents to Erie, Pennsylvania, and later to South Bend, Indiana. On 
February 16, 1853, he was married, in La Porte county, Indiana, to Har- 
riett Beckner, who was born in Munroe county, Virginia, on October u. 
1830, and died in July, 1891. After his marriage, in 1853, Mr. Mulford 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled on raw prairie land in section 5, 
Providence township. He improved this farm and in 1859 moved to section 
2, where he remained until his death, in May, 1899. His body lies beside 
that of his wife, in Providence cemetery. In politics Mr. Mulford was a 
Republican. For eighteen years he held the office of justice of the peace. 
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For many years he was connected with the weather bureau, making reports 
on the paths of tornadoes. One report was of the tornado of i860, which 
swept away his own home in Providence township. He was on the count) 
board of supervisors for one year, and was prominent in school matters, 
being many times school director. During the war he was an enrolling of- 
ficer in Hardin county. A thorough Christian, he was a local preacher in 
the Methodist church and a man of great piety. 

Anson M. and Harriett B. Mulford were the parents of the following 
children: Joseph, born in Laporte county in April, 1854, died on Apnl 
29, 1855; William; Mary Emily, who was born in Hardin county on March 
8. 1858, and married Henry Hutchens, whose sketch see. 

William Mulford received his early education in Providence township, 
and at the age of twenty struck out for himself. At first he rented a farm, 
and remained at home while he cultivated it for four years. In 1881 he 
married Sarah Beecher, the daughter of Orman and Eliza Beecher, men- 
tioned in another sketch. After renting land in divers places he came to his 
present farm in sections 1 and 2, Providence township, and in 1885 bought 
the farm. In 1908 he remodeled the house, which is built on the section line 
of sections 1 and 2. making it a modern home, and made other extensive im- 
provements in the premises. He has on his farm an exceptionally fine or " 
chard and one of the best wells of the county has been driven near his home 
Besides cultivating his farm. William Mulford deals extensively in hogs, 
cattle and horses, which he has found profitable. He is a member of the 
Unitarian Evangelical church, and a number of years ago was a member of 
the United Workmen. To his marriage no children have been born. Mr. 
Mulford is one of the honest, upright and substantial farmers of his town- 
ship and a man of much public spirit. 



HENRY F. FOSSLER. 

Among the larger landholders and prominent farmers of Hardin county 
who deserve mention as representatives of their locality in a work like this is 
Henry F. 1 "ussier, w ho was bom on October 4. 1844, in Ogle county, Illinois, 
the son of John A. and Sarah ( Kimble) Fussier, who were natives of Penn- 
svlvania. His father was l>orn on August 30. 1821. and died on November 3. 
1009: his mother was born on October 6. 1823. and died on January 20. 1898 

Henry Fossler's grandfather Kimble was a soldier in the war of 181- 
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and his great-grandfather served in the Revolution and met the Hessians, of 
whose coming to America to help the British put down American independ- 
ence he told many incidents. John A. Fossler moved to Ogle county from 
Pennsylvania in 1840, driving through in a wagon, and reached his destina- 
tion on the first of June. He was married after reaching Ogle county. Here 
he purchased a farm on which he operated a saw mill for a number of years, 
then sold the farm and mill and removed to Hardin county, Iowa, where he 
purchased a grist and saw mill at Hardin City. This he operated until 1875. 
when he sold out and bought a farm of two hundred and forty acres on sec- 
tion 16, Aetna township, where l\e lived for nine years and engaged in gen- 
eral farming. Then he moved to Ackley and bought a residence, where he 
lived for twenty-six years and there died. He and his wife are buried at 
Ackley cemetery. They were members of the Evangelical church. John A. 
Fossler cast his first vote for President for John C. Fremont, and ever after- 
wards was a loyal member of the Republican party. 

There were seven children in the family of John F. Fossler, six of whom 
are living: James died at the age of sixteen ; those living arc Mary, now Mrs. 
H. C. Greer: Charles; Emma E.. now Mrs. William Hays; Lydia, now Mrs. 
F. Whitney ; Isaac and Henry F. Henry F. Fossler remained with his father 
until he was twenty-five, when he married Candace Daniels, the daughter of 
John and Candace Daniels, of Stephenson county. Illinois. This marriage took 
place in Illinois, and Mrs. Fossler died on July 11, 1875. To this union were 
born two sons and one daughter. The sons, Milton and Millard, are de- 
ceased, the daughter, Candace Bertha, is now the wife of W. A. Wickham. 
Mr. Fossler was married a second time on December 20, 1882. to Mary C. 
Mogle, the daughter of William and Melinda Mogle, of Hardin county, whose 
farm adjoins that of Mr. Fossler. Her father was born in Pennsylvania, 
her mother in Stephenson county, Illinois, and they came to this county in 
1869, and purchased the farm on which they now reside. 

Henry Fossler on first coming to this county helped his father in the 
mill, but in 1875 ^ e moved to a farm of eighty acres, to which he soon added 
eighty more, and then sold that quarter section and bought his present home 
farm of two hundred and forty acres, to which he has added other land until 
he now owns five hundred and twenty acres, the most of which is good tillable 
land, well improved. He also owns a half section of land in Texas and is one 
of the stockholders of a brick and tile manufacturing plant in Austin, Minne- 
sota, which is doing a very extensive business. Mr. Fossler is an up-to-date 
farmer. He keeps a large number of stock and feeds foi the market. His 
farm is in a fine state of cultivation and well drained, having three miles of 
tiling on it. 
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Mr. Fossler is a well known and respected citizen of the county, very 
enterprising, and a believer in helping in every way to advance the progress of 
his county. In politics he is a stanch Republican and has been director in his 
school district for twenty years. ?Iis wife is a member of the Methodist 
church, which he also attends and helps to support. 

By his second marriage Mr. Fossler is the father of ten children, all 
living except one born on April n, 1892, which died at six months. Those 
living, with the dates of their birth, are: John W.. in 1883; Carrie L, 
April 29, 1885; Henry Morton, March 23, 1888; Edna M. f January 30, 1890; 
Josie M., December 30, 1893; Wells K., August 12, 1896; Gladys A.June 
30, 1899; Nellie Ruth, September 20, 1903; Milo W., July 23, 1906. 



JEROME B. BEACH. 

One of the most up-to-date agriculturists of Providence township, Har- 
din county, is Jerome B. Beach, a man who has succeeded in life because he 
has directed his energies along proper lines and has been persistent in fol- 
lowing up the dictates of his sound judgment. He comes to us from the oW 
Nutmeg state, having been born of an excellent old New England family in 
Litchfield county, Connecticut, September 15, 184 t He is the son 0 f Will- 
iam and Mary Ann (Allen) Beach, both natives of the same locality as the 
subject. It was in 1856 that the father brought his family to Alden, Iowa, 
where he secured a farm and began life as a first settler, developing his place 
from the wild state into an excellent farm and establishing a good home 
there. His death occurred in Providence township, Hardin county, in 1862. 
His widow survived until 1877, when she died in Boone county, Iowa. They 
were the parents of four sons and one daughter, namely: Josephine, who 
married Joseph Loveland, lives in California; John M., who was a soldier 
in the Union army during the Civil war, died July 12, 1862, with black 
measles; Allen died in 1910 at Boone, Iowa; Jerome B., of this review; 
Homer died March 30, i860. 

Jerome B. Beach received only a limited education in the home schools, 
having been compelled to work out as early as the age of ten. He lived at 
home until his father's death. In 1863 he bought a farm of eighty acres in 
section 12, Providence township. Hardin county. It was raw land, but he 
went to work with a will and soon had an excellent farm developed and a 
good home established, building a commodious and comfortable house on 
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the place in 1870. There he made his home until he purchased one hundred 
and twenty acres in section 11, of the same township, where he has since 
lived. He has made all the improvements on the place and now has one of 
the best kept and valuable farms of its size in the township, and he has a very 
pleasantly located dwelling and good outbuildings. He handles an excellent 
grade of live stock. He started out in a small way, but has surmounted 
every obstacle in his road to success and is now living retired, having ceased 
hard work on the place several years ago. 

Mr. Beach was married on December 10, 1868, to Margaret Moore, 
who was born in Jackson county, Indiana, and who is the daughter of 
William and Lucinda (White) Moore, both natives of North Carolina. They 
were among the early settlers in Jackson county, Indiana, with their respec- 
tive parents, and there they were married. In 1865 they came to Marshall 
county, Iowa, and bought land and there Mr. Moore's first wife died. He 
later married Mary Whinery. Mr. Moore spent the last years of his life 
with the subject and there his death occurred in 1898. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Moore were born the following children: Margaret, 
wife of Mr. Beach; Thomas, a farmer at Monticello, Minnesota; Eliza mar- 
ried Elias Bueghly and lives at Liscomb, Iowa ; Charles is a farmer in Mar- 
shall county, Iowa; Ella, now deceased, married Jacob Cook; William is an 
implement dealer at Liscomb, Iowa ; Marietta married Linn Trumbull and he 
is deceased. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. 
Beach: William H., born May 4. 1870, died in infancy; Amanda V., born 
March 8. 1872, married Edward Seward, a farmer of Providence town- 
ship, this county, and they have three children, Mary E., Everett and Wal- 
lace; John M., born July 23, 1873, married Nellie DeWitt; they are living on 
a farm in Providence township, Hardin county, and have five children, 
Frank, Sarah L.. Jerome. Paul and Chelsea; Susie, born October 4, 1874, is 
living at home; Frank, born April 10, 1876, died when nineteen years of 
age: Robert, born February 4. 1879, married Nina Winslow, and & 
have four children. Blanche, Mildred, Lucile and Clarence H. Their father 
farms the old home place. Lusana Beach was born April 28, 1881, and is 
living at home; Fannie wr born November 22, 1891, also at home These 
children have all receive « ery good educations in the home schools and 
New Providence Academ>, and Amanda V. and Lusana made successful 
teachers 

to.. Beach is a man who takes considerable interest in local political 
affairs, and he has very ably held several of the township offices. He votes 
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the Republican ticket and is loyal in his support of the party's principles 
He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church at New Providence and is a 
liberal supporter of the same. He is known as a man of honorable character 
and fair dealing among his fellow men, and therefore has a wide circle of 
friends who repose in him the utmost confidence. He is a director in the 
bank at Providence. 



He who has lived past the allotted three score years and ten of man's 
life has witnessed in that time many events of significance in history, and 
much development in civilization, and never before has this been so true as 
in the past century. When we think of the conditions when Allen Newbv 
was born, at a time when steamships were just coming into general use on the 
ocean, when railroads were almost unheard of and the telephone or tele- 
graph undreamed of, when grain was harvested with a cradle and crops cul- 
tivated with a hoe; while the man who would have predicted an electric car 
or a successful aeroplane would then have been hailed as a lunatic— when we 
consider these changes which have taken place in the space of one man's life, 
then we can appreciate the rate at which the world is progressing. 

Allen Newbv was born in Hendricks county, Indiana, on March 13. 
1837. the son of William and Ruth (Cox) New by, who were natives of 
North Carolina and pioneers of Hendricks county, Indiana, where William 
Newbv entered a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of timber land, 
on which he erected a log cabin and began to make a farm. He cleared the 
land and spent his life in farming, dying on the old place of one hundred 
and sixty acres. He was a man of influence in his community, in politics a 
Republican, in religion a meml)er of the Friends church. Of a family of 
twelve children, Allen Newbv is now the only survivor. 

Allen Newby attended the home schools, and remained at home until he 
was twenty-seven, when he was first married, in September. 1864. to Sallie 
C. Mendenhall, of Hendricks county, Indiana. She was the daughter of 
Samuel and Susannah Mendenhall. who had come from their native state of 
North Carolina to Hendricks county, and there farmed. Mrs. Sallie C. 
Newby died in 1870, leaving one child. Ella, who married John Reece, of 
New Providence, Iowa, and died. leaving four children, Ralph, Floyd, Mabel 
and Margaret. In 1874 Mr. Newby was married to Martha Carter, of Hen- 
dricks county, who bore him one child, and both died in 1875. Later Mr. 
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Newby was married to Mary Farris, the daughter of Archibald and Eliza- 
beth (Hill) Farris, who came from North Carolina to Providence, and are 
mentioned in this volume in another sketch. To this union one child was 
born, Mettie, now Mrs. Fred Martin, of California. Mrs. Mary F. Newby 
died and her husband was married in May. 1883, to Nancy Gibbs a native 
of Yadkin county, North Carolina, the daughter of William and Tempy 
(Brown) Gibbs, who lived and died in Yadkin county, where Mr. Gibbs was 
a tanner. By his fourth marriage Mr. Newby is the father of three chil- 
dren: Myrtie, who married William Farrington, of Providence towns-hip; 
Effie, the wife of Clarence Harmon, of Providence township; and Ruth, at 
home. 

In 1872 Mr. Newby came to Providence township, Iowa, and since that 
time has farmed in different locations in that township. He formerly raised 
fancy Poland-China hogs, but has since changed in favor of the Jersey Reds. 
He keeps short-horn cattle and good draft horses. He has been a very care- 
ful and capable farmer, and has prospered and accumulated a sufficiency for 
his later days. A Republican in politics, he has never cared tor office, but 
has been content to serve in the ranks of the party. He is a member of the 
Friends church, his wife of the Christian church. He is a man much re- 
spected and esteemed in the neighborhood where he is one of the older resi- 
dents, and has many friends to comfort his old age. 



FRANK G. RILEY. 

One of the worthy native sons of Ellis township. Hardin county, who, 
realizing that better opportunities existed for him right here at home than 
anywhere else, has been contented to spend his life here, is Frank G. Rile\. 
progressive agriculturist and stock raiser. — in short, he grew up with the 
country and has aided in any manner possible in its development, thus bene- 
fiting himself and the community in general. 

Mr. Riley was born here on December 25 (Christmas day). 1866. and 
he is the son of John Riley, who was born Novemlier 18. 1826. in Mercer 
county. Pennsylvania, being the son of Henry and Mary (Cline) Riley, the 
former born in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, and the latter in Mercer county, he 
of Welsh stock and she of English and German descent. Henry Riley grew 
up in the city of Pittsburg and when a young man went to Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, where he purchased heavily timbered land which he cleared and 
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on w hich he made a home. Later in life he moved to Lafayette county, Wis- 
consin, where he and his wife spent their last days. He devoted his life to 
farming. Politically, he was a Whig, but never aspired to public office. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and he was a fine type of 
the honest, rugged pioneer. There were six children in his family, namely 
Joseph is a retired farmer of Holt county, Nebraska; John; Jacob is farm 
ing in Lafayette county, Wisconsin; Sarah and Cossett were twins, the for- 
mer being now deceased, the latter being a blacksmith in Edwards county, 
South Dakota; Mary, now Mrs. Reece Malott, lives in Butler county, Iowa 

John Riley, father of the subject, attended the old-time subscription 
school taught in a log house, equipped with puncheon seats, greased paper 
for window-panes, etc. He lived at home until he was twenty years of age 
He went by steamer to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, thence down the Ohio river 
and up the Mississippi river to Galena, Illinois, thence to Lafayette county 
Wisconsin, to the town of Fayette. He took a claim of one hundred and 
sixty acres, which he later sold, then located in Iowa county, Wisconsin, and 
in 1869 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in Ellis township, pur 
chasing eighty acres in section 27, which he later traded for one hundred and 
sixty acres in section 26. While living in Lafayette county, Wisconsin, he 
was married to Phrcdima Rawdon, a native of Ohio, the daughter of Stephen 
and Levina (Adams) Rawdon, natives of Vermont and pioneers of Lafayette 
county. Wisconsin, where they spent the last years of their lives. Mr. Raw- 
don was a carpenter by trade, also followed farming. They were the par 
ents of twelve children. Eight children, born to Mr. and Mrs. John Riley, 
grew to maturity, namely : Henry, who married Jane Percival, is farming 
near Mitchell. South Dakota, has seven children; Albert, of Medelia. Minne- 
sota, married Jane Benshoof and they have eight children ; Ezra J., who i* 
farming at Bowden, South Dakota, married Sarah Anderson and they have 
four children ; Preston \\'., who is fanning in Ellis township, this county 
married Rhoda Carr and they have four children ; Ada, now deceased, mar- 
ried J. J- Allen and they have five children ; Frank G., of this review; Marth'i 
J. married Lee Van Patter, a merchant of Glen Flora, Wisconsin, and they 
have five children; Minnie is living at home. 

Frank G. Riley, of this review, received his education in the common 
schools and he lived at home, assisting with the general work about the 
place until he was twenty-one years of age. He was married on Decem- 
ber 8. 1893. to Sophia Canham, of Sangamon county, Illinois, her birth hat- 
ing occurred near Springfield ; she was the daughter of George and Susan 
(Layton) Canham. both horn in Cambridgeshire. England, where they grew 
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to maturity, were educated and married, subsequently emigrating to* Ameri- 
ca and settled in Illinois. In 1885 they came to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
located in Ellis township, buying one hundred and sixty acres in section 14, 
and here they became well established and spent the rest of their lives, the 
father dying on April 28, 1909, and the mother on July 17, 1901, aged 
eighty and seventy-five respectively Mr. Canham devoted his life to farming. 
He was a member of the Episcopal church. There were seven children in his 
family, namely: John is farming in Sangamon county, Illinois; George, also 
of Sangamon county, Illinois ; David L. is a carpenter at Iowa Falls, Iowa ; 
James II. is fanning in Sangamon county, Illinois; Charles H. lives at Iowa 
Falls, Iowa; William E. is farming on the old home place in Ellis township, 
this county; Sophia, wife of Mr. Riley, of this review. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Riley, namely : Harold 
G., born July 24, 1896; Esther, born November 17, 1001 ; Clyde, born August 
17, 1903. 

Mr. Riley started in life for himself when twenty-one years of age and. 
with little outside assistance, he has been very successful and is now well 
established, being one of the energetic and substantial general farmers and 
stock men of his township. He moved to his present farm in 1907. It is 
known as the Henry Riley place and is located in section 26, Ellis township, 
and it consists of one hundred and sixty acres. The year he took possession 
he erected a good, cozy dwelling and convenient barn and outbuildings, be- 
sides making other extensive improvements on the place. He makes a spe- 
cialty of raising short-horn cattle, Duroc-Jersey Red hogs and draft horses. 

Politically, Mr. Riley is a Republican and he has very acceptably served 
in several local offices, having been a member of the school board ten years 
and trustee of his township for one term. He is a member of the Modern 
Woodmen of America at Hubbard, and the Methodist Episcopal Lincoln 
church of Ellis township. 



earl h. McMillan. 

Earl H. McMillan, in partnership with Eber Rurk, w as one of the earliest 
manufacturers of cheese in Ellis township, Hardin countv, this being previous 
to 1869. They used only the milk of their own production. Mrs. Burke was 
their cheesemaker, this being not only the first made in Ellis township, but 
among the first in the county. In 1873 George McMillan secured the same 
machinery and began making cheese in a little old house which he moved to 
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his place. He kept ten or twelve cows and his neighbors brought him their 
milk, enough to make considerable cheese daily. After two or three season? 
he bought a five thousand pound vat ; his business kept gradually increasing 
and he utilized all his buildings, and he continued this work until his death 
His wife and son, G. D. McMillan, became expert cheese makers, turning out 
five or six cheese per day. He himself sold to numerous grocers in sur- 
rounding towns, enjoying a very extensive trade, especially in Marshal hour., 
and as far as Ames and other towns equally distant. At his death, on Jan- 
uary 10, 1880, he had become very well fixed, having received one-fourth of 
the gross sales for his part of the business. Then his son. G. D. McMillan, 
took up the business, which he successfully managed for a period of eight 
years, erecting a new factory in 1887 and enlarged the barns. With the ex- 
ception of one year, when he rented the business, he continued the same until 
1888. His sales during the regular season averaged about sixteen hundred 
dollars per month. He and his brother built a factory at Cottage, five mile? 
south, which they conducted one year, but another factory having started in 
opposition there was not enough business to justify continuing the same ami 
it was closed out entirely in 1888. 



GEORGE G. ELERDING. 

It is the progressive, wide-awake man of affairs that makes the real In- 
tory of a community and his influence as a potential factor in the body polite 
is difficult to estimate. The examples such men furnish of patient purpose and 
steadfast integrity strongly illustrate what is in the power of each to accom- 
plish, and there is always a full measure of satisfaction in adverting, even in 
a casual way. to their achievements in advancing their own interests and tlm* 
of their fellow men and in giving strength and solidity to the institution 
which make so much for the prosperity of the community. Such a man i ; 
George G. Elerding. the present popular postmaster and enterprising merchant 
at Lawn Hill. Hardin county, and it is eminently proper that a review of his 
interesting and varied eareer be accorded a place among the representative citi- 
zens of Pleasant township. 

Mr. Elerding was born on the old home place in section 27. Pleasant 
township, this county, in 1864. the son of William Elerding and wife, we" 
know n pioneer residents of this section of the county, having developed a poo'l 
farm here amid primitive conditions. 
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The father of the subject, who was a native of Hanover, Germany, came 
to the United States in 1834. He lived at St. Louis, Missouri, for awhile, 
and also at LaSalle, Illinois. About 1854 he came to Hardin county, Iowa, 
and bought three hundred acres of land, of which he still owns one hundred 
acres. He is still well preserved, at the age of ninety-two years. His wife 
died in 1902. 

George G. Elerding grew to maturity on the home farm, which he assist- 
ed in developing when he became of proper age, and there laid the foundation 
for a hardy manhood. During the winter months he attended the district 
schools, later attending the Iowa Western Normal School of Shanandra, Iowa, 
preparing himself for a teacher, which profession he followed in a very success- 
ful manner for some time. In order to defray his expenses in school he began 
working out when twenty years old. He taught both in Iowa and Minnesota 
and gave general satisfaction, but tiring of the close confinement of the school 
room and being seized by the wanderlust spirit, he decided to see the world, 
consequently joined the navy, in which he had a splendid career which re- 
sulted in much good to him, for he was sent to various parts of the civilized 
world, had occasion to study strange peoples and alien lands, and, being a keen 
observer, he laid up a storehouse of knowledge, thus gained first handed, and 
. he is a most interesting talker of his travels and experiences. He first went to 
Brooklyn, New York, and worked in the navy yard six months, then was 
given sea duty, remaining in the navy seven years. He served during the 
Spanish-American war, and was in the great naval battle of Santiago, being 
on the "Brooklyn," Admiral Schley's flagship. 

After his career in the navy Mr. Elerding returned to Iowa and engaged 
in the lumber, coal and grain business at Lawn Hill, where he built up a very 
satisfactory and extensive trade and soon had a good start in the business 
world and he has since remained here. He followed the lumber business un- 
til 1909, when he engaged in the general mercantile business and has since 
enjoyed a very liberal patronage from the people of this part of the county. 
He carries a large and carefully selected stock of goods and is always cour- 
teous and honest in his dealings with the public. On January 1, 1910, he was 
appointed postmaster at Lawn Hill and has given the utmost satisfaction to 
the department and the people in this connection. 

Mr. Elerding was married on October 1, 1905, to Anabel Thompson, 
daughter of Matthew Thompson and wife, living three miles northwest of 
Lawn Hill in Pleasant township, where they have an excellent farm. Two 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Elerding, George W. and Eugene R. 

(61) 
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Mr. Elerding is a Democrat in politics and fraternally he is a member 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He belongs to the United Evangel- 
ical church. He takes a great deal of interest in public affairs and is espe- 
cially prominent in school matters. 



BENJAMIN I. RIDOUT. 

Briefly, but we hope correctly, the biographer essays to set forth in the 
following paragraphs the salient facts in the life of Benjamin I. Ridont, one 
of the leading farmers and stock men of Ellis township, Hardin county. Pub- 
lic-spirited and enterprising, he gives his support to all objects calculated to 
advance the moral, intellectual and material welfare of the county and is 
therefore looked upon as one of its most worthy and substantial citizens. 

Mr. Ridout was born in Black Hawk county, Iowa, July 2. 1859. He 
is the son of Elmer and Hattie (Boots) Ridout, the father of Scotch-Irish 
stock and a native of Ohio. The Boots family is of German origin and Mrs. 
Ridout was born in Indiana. Elmer Ridout grew to maturity in Ohio, was 
educated in the public schools there and when a young man went to Black 
Hawk county, Iowa, and was one of the pioneers there, settling eighteen 
miles east of Waterloo, where he secured a large tract of valuable land. In 
1866 they went to Jasper county, Iowa, and got land there, where they made 
their home until 1004, then moved to Missouri. The elder Ridout is 
now living retired; his wife died in 1894. They were the parents of ei^ht 
children, all living but one. Benjamin I. Ridout was the only one of the 
family to come to Hardin county except a sister whe lived here eighteen 
years, but is now living in Oregon. lie received a limited education in the 
common schools of Jasper county and he remained at home, assisting with 
the general work about the farm until he was twenty years of age, then 
moved to Tipton township, Hardin county, where he rented land for several 
years and thereby got a good start, buying his present fine farm in Ellis 
township in 1892; this place, formerly known as the Allen Caraway farm, 
lies near Cottage. Here he has prospered by hard work and good manage- 
ment and now owns in all two hundred and forty acres, all well improved and 
in an excellent state of cultivation. He has a substantial and pleasant home 
and everything about his place denotes good management and thrift. 

On November 27, 1881. Mr. Ridout was united in marriage with Ex- 
perience M. Benshoof, of Pennsylvania, a daughter of Samuel Benshoof. who 
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came to Scott county, Iowa, and later to Hardin county, settling in Ellis 
township, where he secured a good farm ; he was a blacksmith by trade. He 
and his wife are now both deceased ; they were highly respected in their neigh- 
borhood. 

Eight children, all still living, were born to Mr. and Mrs. Ridout, namely: 
Oliver lives in Alden township, this county; Elmer also lives in Alden town- 
ship; George L. lives in Buckeye township; Albert is at home; Pearl, Marlyn 
and Bert are also at home. The wife and mother passed to her rest on July 
10, 1904. She was a good woman and had a host of friends wherever she was 
known. 

For many years the subject has bought, fed and sold cattle on a rather 
extensive scale; he makes a specialty of raising Hereford and short-horn cat- 
tle, Percheron horses, Duroc-Jerscy Red hogs, in connection with general 
farming. He is eminently deserving of the large success that has attended 
his efforts, having started in life a poor boy and worked himself up to the 
front of the enterprising men of his community. He is a Democrat, but has 
never aspired to public office. He belongs to the Masonic lodge at Hubbard, 
Iowa, also the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Lodge No. 454, at that 
place 



ISAAC ALBERY. 

An honored and prominent citizen of Hardin county is Isaac Albery, 
who, after a useful and strenuous career, is now living retired in the village 
of Hubbard, where he has a beautiful home in which he is spending his 
mellow Indian summer years in peace and in the midst of plenty, having no 
compunction for the past and no fear for the future. 

Mr. Albery was born January 8, 1837, in Licking county, Ohio, and he 
is the son of William S. and Maria (Stagg) Albery, the latter the widow of 
Josiah Stagg and the daughter of Isaac and Hannah Baldwin. William S. 
Albery was born in Licking county, Ohio, and his wife was born in Essex 
county, New Jersey. William S. Albery was the son of John Albery, a na- 
tive of England, who first settled in Maryland, and in an early day located in 
Licking county, Ohio, and there his death occurred. He was a farmer. He 
married Mary Myer and these children were born to them : Philip, Thomas, 
Peter, John, William S.. Myer, Noah, Rhoda. Betsy, Polly.. Hester and Eliza. 

Isaac Baldwin was of Welsh stock. He lived in New Jersey for some 
time, then moved to Licking county, Ohio, later to Franklin county, that 
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state, where he and his wife died. He was in turn a carpenter, millwright 
and farmer. These children were born to them: Thomas, Isaac, Maria, 
Sarah, Eliza, Samantha and Amelia. 

William S. Albery was educated in the old-time public schools and he 
grew to maturity in Licking county, Ohio, and married there. In May, 1855, 
he and his family started to Hardin county, Iowa. They settled in Pleasant 
township on fifty-six acres of timber land, later bought the same number 
of acres on the prairie, then added one hundred and twelve acres, forty acres 
and lastly one hundred and sixty acres, becoming well-to-do there, making 
extensive improvements and establishing a beautiful home, becoming one of 
the leading citizens of Pleasant township. In connection with farming, he 
worked at the carpenter's trade. Politically, he was a Democrat and held 
several local offices, including that of trustee and school director. He held 
the Universalist faith and his wife belonged to the Methodist church. His 
death occurred in 1878 and she died in 1883. They were the parents of 
seven children, namely: Isaac, of this review; William is fanning on the 
old home place in Pleasant township; Marquis D. lives at New Providence. 
Iowa; Jeremiah also lives at New Providence; Euphmia died young; Louisa 
married Thomas Spence, and they live at Everett, Washington; Amelia mar- 
ried J. P. Knowles and lives in Tipton township, this county. 

Isaac Albery was educated in the common schools and he lived at home 
until his marriage, May 19. 1859, to Sarah K. Dean, who was born in Linn 
county, Iowa, the daughter of Robert and Catherine (Donohue) Dean, the 
former a native of Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, and the latter of Illinois, 
probably near Galesburg. They went to Linn county, Iowa, in 1837 and set- 
tled where Cedar Rapids is now located, and there Mrs. Albery was born 
on January 28, 1840. In 1855 Mr. Dean came to Hardin county, Iowa, and 
bought land in Tipton township. When the Civil war came on he enlisted in 
the Union army and died in the hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. His widow 
died on the old homestead in Tipton township, February 28, 1894. They 
were members of the United Brethren church. Mrs. Dean later in life mar- 
ried David Bowers. The following children were born to Robert Dean and 
wife: John, deceased; Walter S. lives in this state; Robert M. lives at Iowa 
Falls; Sarah K., wife of the subject ; Mary and George are deceased. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Albery : Juliette died 
in March, 1897; Robert E. lives at F.ldora, Iow a ; William F. is a fanner and 
carpenter at DeNair, California; Earl is a harness dealer at Hubbard, Iowa; 
Susie lives at home and she has been dressmaking for the past fifteen years. 
These children were all educated in the home schools. Frank attended school 
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at Mt. Vernon and Iowa Falls, this state. He is a registered pharmacist. 
Robert and Earl attended school in Hubbard and Juliette attended high school 
at Eldora. 

The subject and wife were the first couple married in Tipton township, 
this county. They settled in section 36, this township, buying forty acres of 
valuable land for one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. Here they estab- 
lished a pleasant home and developed a good farm, which they sold in 1909. 
They moved to Hubbard in 1905, where they own a commodious and com- 
fortable home and four acres of valuable land. 

Mr. Albery is a Democrat and has held all the offices in Tipton town- 
ship, always with credit and satisfaction. His wife belongs to the United 
Brethren church. They formerly went to church on a lumber wagon drawn 
by an ox team, with a plank across the wagon for a seat. They talk inter- 
estingly of the old days in this country, having lived here through the won- 
derful changes of the past. They are well known throughout the county and 
have a host of warm personal friends. 



SYLVESTER HAVENS. 

Through his long connection with agricultural interests in one of the 
most favored sections of the Iowa commonwealth, Sylvester Havens, of Iowa 
Falls, has not only carefully conducted his farm, but so managed its affairs 
that he acquired thereby a position among the substantial residents of Hardin 
township. Moreover he is entitled to representation in this volume because 
he is one of the pioneers, having witnessed and taken part in the development 
of this locality during the past half century, and his mind bears the impress of 
its early historical annals. 

Mr. Havens was born in Wayne county, Indiana, April 7, 1849, and he 
is the son of James and Hannah (Johnson) Havens, both born in Monmouth 
county. New Jersey, the father on July 16, 1813, and the mother in 1816. and 
there they grew up, were educated and married, but came to Indiana early in 
life, where they lived until i860, when the family moved to Iowa Falls, Iowa. 
Here the father farmed on rented land for three years, then bought a farm 
in section 10, Hardin township, four miles east of Iowa Falls, which was 
then scarcely more than a postoffice. When the family first came here there 
were no railroads in this section and the wild prairie stretched unbroken and 
tenantless for an almost interminable distance on either hand, and the Havens 
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family did most of their trading at Cedar Falls. In 1870 the elder Haven 
moved into Iowa Falls, where he spent the remainder of his life. His family 
consisted of eleven children, namely: Elizabeth married C. C. Reece; Lewis 
lives in Nebraska; Mary is the wife of Cyrus McPherson and they also live 
in Nebraska; Benjamin lives in Iowa Falls; Ann died in the fall of i860, 
when sixteen years of age; William died in infancy; James, Jr., lives in Ne- 
braska ; Sylvester, of this review ; George W. lives about a mile south of 
Iowa Falls; Catharine is the wife of O. H. Anderson and lives in Nebraska; 
Columbus now lives in southern Iowa. 

James Havens, father of the above named children, died on April 2, 
1887, and his wife's death occurred on June 20, 1897. He was a Republican 
and they were both members of the Methodist church. 

Sylvester Havens lived on the farm east of Iowa Falls until he reached 
maturity, in fact remained there for two years after his parents moved to 
town. He received a common school education and in 1871 he was united 
in marriage with Fstella J. Yick. daughter of Elias and Mary (Hutton) 
Vick. She was born at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and came to Iowa with her 
parents in 1858, first living in West Liberty, then moved to Benton county, 
where they remained until i860, then came to Iowa Falls in the spring of 
that year. Her father was a carpenter and builder. He had a wonderful 
memory. He was born and reared in Virginia and his wife was born and 
reared in Ohio; they were each members of large families. He was a Re- 
publican and his wife was a Quaker by birthright. She was the daughter of 
William and Hannah (Burden) Hutton, the former having been the son of 
John and Massey Hutton. Massey (Marshall) Hutton was the daughter of 
William and Mary ( Fell) Marshall, both born in 1748 and both died in 1828. 
The death of Elias Vick occurred on July 17. 1905. within alwut ten days of 
his ninetieth birthday, his death being sudden and unexpected. His wife had 
preceded him to the grave in 1893. They were the parents of two children, 
Estella J., wife of Mr. Havens, of this review, and Delwrah, wife of George 
Pvle. of Iowa Falls. 

In the spring of 1873 Mr. and Mrs. Havens moved to a farm northwest of 
Iowa Falls that was owned by Mrs. Havens's father, and they lived there 
eight years. In the fall of 1880 Mr. Havens bought the farm east of Iowa 
Falls, which was owned by his father, and in the spring of 1 88 1 he and his 
wife moved thereto ami subsequent years saw them prosper through close 
application and good management. In the summer of 1910 Mr. Havens 
built a large, modern and attractive dwelling in Iowa Falls. It is of hard- 
wood finish and equipped with all up-to-date conveniences. He now spends 
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his winters in tour, but when spring conies he and his wife return to the 
farm, but still spend their Sundays in town. He has been very successful in 
his business affairs, for which he is deserving of a great deal of credit, for 
when he first started out for himself he worked all summer for a horse. He 
then went in debt for another horse and a wagon and harness; he borrowed 
tools with which to farm. By hard work, trading, renting ground and close 
economy he was enabled to buy his first farm, one hundred and sixty acres, in 
1880. About seven years later he bought another eighty, adjoining his orig- 
inal purchase on the west. In 1907 he bought another quarter section, mak- 
ing four hundred acres of as fine farming land as Hardin county affords, and 
this he still owns. He has carried on general farming and stock raising on 
an extensive scale for years, making a specialty of raising short-horn and 
Polled-Angus cattle, but his main business has been buying and feeding cattle, 
which he ships to the Chicago market. 

Mr. and Mrs. Havens have two children. Harry H., born July 19, 1877, 
and Fred F., born December 1. 1883. The elder son married Lizzie Warn, 
whose death occurred on March 4, 1905, and he now makes his home with 
his parents. The younger son married Louisa Butler, and they have one 
child. Gladys L. Havens. 

The keynote of Mr. Havens's character seems to have ever been prog- 
ress and patriotism, for, as already intimated, throughout his career he has 
labored for the improvement of every line of business or public interest with 
which he has been in any way associated or interested and he is one of the 
substantial and most representative of Hardin county citizens, admired and re- 
spected by all. 



FREDERICK A. JACKSON. 

A worthy citizen of Iowa Falls, who hails from the Badger state, and 
who for many years was classed among the leading farmers of Jackson town- 
ship, Hardin county, is Frederick A. Jackson, a man in whom the utmost con- 
fidence has been reposed by all who have had dealings with him. for he 
seems to have taken the Golden Rule as his guide, and while advancing his 
individual interests he has not lost sight of his duties to the community at 
large. 

Mr. Jackson was born in Green county. Wisconsin. November 30. 1853. 
and he is the son of James and Margaret (Doyle) Jackson, both natives of 
Ireland, the father having been born near Dublin. There they grew to ma- 



Digitized by Google 



968 HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 

turity, were educated and married, and for some time lived on a farm near 
Dublin, in county Kildare. They came to America in 1849, eight of their 
children having been born before coming to this country.' They went to Wis- 
consin in 1850 and got a farm, probably from the government, and estab- 
lished a good home in Green county. In the spring of 1880 the parents came 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and located in Jackson township, where they bought 
a farm and made the family home, the parents spending the balance of their 
lives there. Mr. Jackson was a good man in every sense of the word. He 
was personally acquainted with Andrew Jackson and other celebrities. 

The son, Frederick A. of this review, grew to maturity on the home 
farm in Wisconsin and obtained a common school education. He has made 
farming his life work and has been very successful, for he has been a hard 
worker and has managed well. He has spent most of his life on the family 
homestead, having come to Hardin county in the fall of 1880 and joined his 
parents. 

Mr. Jackson was united in marriage with Sarah Viola Simpson in 1884 
She is the daughter of Harlow Simpson and wife, a complete sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. Five children have been born to the subject 
and wife, namely: Marion George, Frances Jane R., Edith Evelyn, Ruth 
Anna and Harry Wilbur. The last named died in infancy. The first child 
named married Gertrude Kelsey and they live at Ft. Morgan, Colorado, and 
have one daughter, Phyllis Evelyn Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson continued \o farm on the home place until 1906. when he 
moved into a pleasant home in Iowa Falls, and while he has given up active 
work, he and his brother still own the home farm, which consists of two 
hundred and forty acres, which they have kept well improved and well cul- 
tivated. The brother, George F. Jackson, has remained unmarried and he 
makes his home with the subject. 

Mr. Jackson is a Democrat, but has never aspired to be a public man 
He and his wife belong to the Baptist church, and he is a member of the 
Modern Brotherhood of America. 



JACOB B. BLEEKER. 

One of the well known citizens of Acklcv. and one of the largest land 
owners of Hardin county, a man who owes his success to his own efforts, and 
the incidents of whose life are therefore instructive, is Jacob B. Bleeker. who 
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was born in Dixon, Lee county. Illinois, on January 10, 1857. the son of Bern- 
hard Bleeker, who came from Hanover, Germany, in 1848. His father was 
for several years a blacksmith in the Grand de Tour plow factor)', but in June, 
i860, he came to Aetna township, five miles south of Ackley, and bought one 
hundred and sixty acres of government land at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, and in 1868 bought one hundred and sixty acres in Grundy 
county at the same price. He died in 1881 at the age of fifty-six, and at that 
time owned one thousand acres in several farms, about half of which was lo- 
cated in Grundy county. His wife, who was before marriage Tina De Bour, 
operated the farms until 1890, and died in Ackley in 1902, at the age of seven- 
ty-three. Bernhard Bleeker had been a soldier in the war with Denmark, and he 
came to the United States to avoid further service in the army. In his early 
days on the farm he operated a blacksmith shop and did work for his neigh- 
bors. He was a man of strong character, of much influence in his neighbor- 
hood, and highly respected. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Bleeker were the parents of five children : Jacob 
B.; John, now a justice of the peace at Ackley; George, of Grundy county, 
living on part of his father's former land, and a member of the board of su- 
pervisors; Ben, on the old home in Aetna township; and Lizzie, the wife of 
Ben Hoyenga, of Ackley. 

Jacob B. Bleeker remained at home until his marriage, on January 20, 
1881, four months before his father's death, to Dena Lindemann. the daughter 
of William Lindemann. of Grundy county. He rented a farm from his father 
and later received that as his share of the estate. This was a well improved 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres. He added to his holdings until at one 
time he owned seven hundred and twenty acres in three farms, all in Aetna 
township, but in 1903 he sold the home farm and came to Ackley, retaining two 
farms of five hundred and sixty acres, which he rents. He had also bought 
and sold lands in Lyon county. His farming was general in character and he 
raised a good number of stock at all times. 

For twenty years Mr. Bleeker was active in township matters, being for 
that length of time a member of ihe township board, and in 1903 he was 
elected county treasurer on an independent ticket at the same time that Mit- 
terer was elected sheriff, and served in office for three years, living in Ackley 
at the time. He retired from active work at the end of his term, but has since 
held some local offices, serving on the school board and city council and as 
township trustee. Mr. Bleeker built a handsome residence in Ackley and also 
owns a double store building. l>oth rooms of which are rented to advantage. 
He is a director of the Ackley Telephone Company. Fraternally, he is a mem- 



Digitized by Google 



97° 



HARDIN COUNTY* IOWA. 



bcr of the Masons and Knights of Pythias. His popularity is great among 
the people of Hardin county and is accounted for by his upright character and 
the companionability of his nature. Jacob B. Bleeker is one of the solid and 
influential citizens of Ackley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bleeker are the parents of six children: Tina, the wife of 
Henry Hcitland, who is living on the old homestead ; Minnie, the wife of Her- 
man Heitland. of Aetna township; Barney, who is operating one of his fath- 
er's farms; Hattic. John and William, at home. Politically, Mr. Bleeker is a 
Democrat, while religiously, he is a Presbyterian. 



FRANCIS HARLOW SIMPSON. 

The men who constitute the foundation of our republican institutions and 
are the pride of our civilization are those who boldly face the responsibilities 
of life and by untiring and determined energy carve out for themselves an 
honorable success, thereby exerting much intluence upon the lives of all who 
follow them. A representative of this class is Francis Harlow Simpson, 
usuallv known as Harlow Simpson, one of the most widely known and highly 
honored pioneers of Hardin county, who, after a long and strenuous life, to 
sav nothing of its usefulness to the vicinity, is now living retired in his cozy 
home in Iowa balls. He came here a true frontiersman, and, having the 
sagacity and foresight to know that no better country could be found to 
"grow up with," he cast his lot permanently in this favored region. He has 
had its every interest at heart since the first and has played well his role in the 
drama of civilization here, consequently he is eminently entitled to specific 
mention in his country's history 

Mr. Simpson was born in Delaware county. Indiana. April 25. 1837. 
the son of William and Nancy (Price) Simpson, both natives of North Caro- 
lina. The maternal grandmother was born in Ireland. 

Harlow Simpson grew up on a farm in Indiana, where he lived until 
he was nineteen years of age. assisting with the work about the place and ob- 
taining such education as the common schools afforded, then, in 1855. he 
moved to Hardin county. Iowa, with his parents. The father bought eighty 
acre* of land in Jackson township. The long journey from Indiana was made 
in wagons and they drove a herd of cattle through with them. The country 
was w ild and there were no improvements on the place they selected for their 
future home. Thirty acres were covered with good timber. The elder Sunp- 
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son was doubtful for a time whether he could make a home on it because, 
he said, there was not enough timber on it; however, lie remained and estab- 
lished the family home, spending the rest of his life here, being highly re- 
spected among the early settlers. His son, Harlow, bought eighty acres near 
by. The father died in 1862. while on a visit in Indiana, his wife having pre- 
ceded him to the grave in 1858. Their family consisted of five children, of 
whom Francis Harlow was the fourth in order of birth, the others being John. 
Roliert IX, Nathaniel and Mary, the latter marrying Lewis Havens; they all 
settled in this neighborhood. 

On April 7, 1859, Mr. Simpson was married to Rebecca Rickel. daughter 
of Andrew and Mary Ann (Heltzel) Rickel. She was born in Wayne 
county, Ohio, near the town of West Salem, but when a little child her people 
moved to Illinois, remaining there until 1857. then came to Iowa and located 
in Jackson tow nship, Hardin county, where they were highly respected among 
the early settlers. 

The subject and wife lived on his eighty acres until after his father's 
death, then he built him a house on the old family farm. L'pon the father's 
death the property was divided and one heir subdivided the timber into four- 
acre tracts, which was settled up and was known as Simpsonville. Later. 
Harlow Simpson bought out the others and became owner of the farm, and- 
for a period of forty-nine years he continued to live 011 this place in Jackson 
township, becoming one of its most progressive general farmers and stock 
men. For about two \ears he was in Colorado for the benefit of the health 
of his family. He and his wife now live in Iowa Falls, as before stated, 
where they are spending their declining years in quiet and in the midst of 
plenty as a result of their long life of industry. 

Mr. Simpson has always been a public-spirited man and has been active 
in public affairs. For a period of forty-seven years he was connected with 
the school board in Jackson township, being director as long as the law would 
permit, then was treasurer, and the cause of education was greatly augmented 
by his efforts. He held every office in the township, taking many of them as 
a public duty of a patriotic citizen. Though deprived of educational advan- 
tages in early life, he was a wide and miscellaneous reader and became well 
informed in this manner and by actual contact with the world, and he was 
always very desirous of seeing children given opportunities for thorough edu- 
cation. He has been guardian for fourteen children. For six years he was 
county supervisor. Politically, he is a loyal Republican. He and his family 
belong to the Baptist church. 
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Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, namely: Sarah 
Viola, who married F. A. Jackson, lives in Iowa Falls; F. M. Simpson is en- 
gaged in the grain business at Ft. Morgan, Colorado; he married Margaret 
Anderson, and they have three children living, Harlow, Margaret and Dorothy 
May. 



JOHN GUNN. 

Among the native sons of Jackson township, Hardin county, who have 
evidently greatly profited themselves and the community by a life of consistent 
endeavor and who has had such faith in the future of his own locality as to 
desire to spend his life here, which seems to have been a wise conclusion, is 
John Gunn, born here on May I, 1863. He is the son of Aleander Gunn, a 
man of sterling Scotch blood, having been born at Edinburgh, Scotland. July 
25, 182 1. He was the son of Hugh Gunn, also a native of that locality. Alex- 
ander Gunn, a brother and two sisters emigrated to America and settled at 
Wellsville, Ohio, Alexander being the last to emigrate, having started to this 
country in 1852, after finishing his education in his home country. The voy- 
age was made in an old-fashioned sailing vessel and required six weeks. He 
landed in New York city, ascended the Hudson river and came to Buffalo in 
a canoe and on to Rochester, Pennsylvania, thence down the Ohio river to 
Wellsville, Ohio, where he located and remained four years. Then by river, 
by team and on foot, he made his way to Hardin county, accompanied by Will- 
iam Noble and wife, who were newly married, they having settled where 
Owasa is now located, but later went to Warren county. This trio were 
among the pioneers in this vicinity. Alexander Gunn bought one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in section 20, Jackson township, which was all wild. He 
went to Fort Dodge, then to Iowa City, and assisted in building the first rail- 
road in Iowa, which was the Chicago. Rock Island & Pacific, in 1856. In 
1856 he returned to Ohio, where he remained two years, assisting his brother, 
who conducted a store ; then he returned to Hardin county, Iowa. His sister. 
Isabella, kept house for him until his marriage, in 1862, to Margaret Mc- 
Kenzie, of Wellsville, Ohio. She was the daughter of John and Isabelle Mc- 
Kenzie, both natives of Scotland, who came to America in 1808 and settled 
near Wellsville, Ohio, among the early pioneers, and there they developed a 
farm and spent the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of six 
children, only one of whom. Daniel, is living, making his home at Wellsville. 
Ohio. 
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After 1862 Alexander Gunn lived on his farm in Jackson township, 
Hardin county, until his death, in February, 1907, his wife having preceded 
him to the grave in 1899. They were excellent people, highly respected and 
active workers in the Presbyterian church. Politically, the father was a Re- 
publican, but held no offices. They were the parents of five children, namely : 
John, of this review; George died when nineteen years of age; the third, a 
daughter, died in infancy ; Belle married F. W. Trickey; Catherine May died 
when twenty- four years of age. 

John Gunn, of this sketch, was educated in the public schools and he al- 
ways lived at home and took care of his parents in their old age. He can re- 
member when he was but three or four years old of seeing the first buggy in 
the county, and he has lived to see the wild prairie land transformed to fine 
farms. He was first married on January 12, 1892, to Eva Cavitt, of Indianola. 
Iowa, the daughter of George and Margaret (Ross) Cavitt, both natives of 
Ohio. The subject's first wife died in April, 1897. Three children were 
born of this union, namely: Margaret, born in 1893, died when eight years 
old; Ernest is at home; George lives with his grandmother. Mr. Gunn was 
again married on November 5, 1898, to Janet Forbes, of Wellsville, Ohio, the 
daughter of Daniel and Nancy (Smith) Forbes, the father a native of Scot- 
land and the mother of Wellsville, Ohio; her death occurred in 1890, Mr. 
Forbes surviving until 1907. 

John Gunn has devoted his life to farming and he has been very success- 
ful. For the past twelve years he has been a breeder of short-horn cattle, 
draft horses and Poland-China hogs. Everything about his place denotes good 
management and thrift. He is a stockholder in the Owasa Savings Bank at 
Owasa, of which he is vice-president, and owns stock in and is president of the 
Farmers' Co-Operative Elevator at Owasa. He is also interested in the local 
telephone system. Politically, he is a Republican ; religiously, a member of the 
Presbyterian church, and. fraternally, of the Mutual Benefit Association at 
Mason City. Iowa. 



ANDREW JACKSON MORGAN. 

That he has honored the locality of his residence by his life of industry, 
public spirit and successful endeavor is freely conceded by all who know 
Andrew Jackson Morgan, one of the best known citizens of Iowa Falls. Har- 
din county, a man who has never permitted the usual obstacles in life's high- 
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way to down or thwart him, but, removing them one by one. tactfully and 
courageously made stepping-stones of his adversities to higher things. 

Mr. Morgan is the scion of an excellent old family of the Tar state, 
and he himself was born in Stokes county, North Carolina. December 7, 
1855. He is the son of Hardin and Elizabeth (White) Morgan. The Mor- 
gan family came from Wales four or five generations ago and lived in North 
Carolina until 1869. when the family made the long overland journey to 
Hardin county, Iowa. Elizabeth White, mother of the subject, was de- 
scended from Welsh ancestry, four generations before her. The Welsh an- 
cestor married an English lady and they lived in England for some time, then 
emigrated to America. The subject is from a long-lived race: his paternal 
great-great-grandfather lived to be ninety-seven and one-half years old; his 
father reached eighty- four and one-half years and his mother seventy-three 
years. The maternal grandmother lived to be seventy-nine years old and 
the maternal grandfather was eighty-one at his death. 

The Morgan family found a new and sparsely settled country when they 
reached Hardin county, those being days of stage-coaches, there heing few 
railroads west of the Mississippi river. They crossed this river on a suspen- 
sion bridge, over which the railroad ran. at Clinton. The family located in 
the old town of Providence. They found there twenty-seven open cellars, 
the houses having been blown from over them by a recent cyclone. They 
lived there two years, then the father bought property at Liscomh, north ot 
Marshalltow n. when the Iowa Central railroad was not yet completed be- 
tween Eldora and Ackley. There the parents spent the rest of their days. 
The father was a stone and brick mason, was a verv skilled workman and 
among the many buildings he assisted on was the round-house at Marshall- 
town for the Iowa Central railroad. 

The son. Andrew J., remained there until he was twenty-three years of 
age. then went to Oskaloosa as assistant agent for the Iowa Central railroad, 
taking the night position at that station. He had learned telegraphy at Lis- 
cotnb before he took the place at Oskalno>a. Leaving there, he took a posi- 
tion on what is now the Pacific division of the Rock Island railroad, as extra 
agent, serving in place of other agents as he was needed. Later he was op- 
erator at Dysart for about a year. Prom there he was appointed agent at 
what was then called Carleton, but while he was employed there the name of 
the place was changed to Popejoy. he having taken his position there in the 
spring of 1882. While there he was married, in November. 1882. to Sadie 
Gorsuch. Her parents lived six miles east of New Sharon, in Mahaska 
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county. He met her at Oskaloosa while she was a student at Penn College. 
Her parents, James and Lusina (Pickering) Gorsuch, came from Ohio in an 
early day and homesteaded land in Mahaska county. 

Mr. Morgan remained at Popejoy a little over eight years. While agent 
there he also built up a grain and coal business. He was then transferred to 
Ossian, in Winneshiek county, a town then of about twenty-five hundred pop- 
ulation. He remained there as agent for the railroad company about two 
and one-half years, also dealt in coal, grain and live stock and had agents 
representing him in the stock business at Castalia and Nordness, stations 
north and south of Ossian. After remaining at the last named city about 
two and one-half years, he resigned and quit railroading in June, 1894; then 
came to Iowa Falls, where he bought property and has lived here ever since. 
For a little over two years he traveled as collector for the Champion Har- 
vester Company. He then went into the real estate business, which he has 
continued to the present time, making a specialty of city property, but also 
sells farm land and has deals in seven or eight different states. He has been 
very successful in whatever he has turned his attention to and has a well- 
earned competency. N T o man in the county is better posted on. real estate 
values and general conditions than he. and his energetic and honest efforts 
have resulted in building up a very extensive and satisfactory business. 

Mr. Morgan is a member of the American Yeomen, also the Fraternal 
Bankers. He. together with his wife and six children, belong to the Congre- 
gational church. The eight children constituting this family are named as 
follows: Ross, Xorvin Dwight. I-yle A., Lulu. Loena June, Leona June, the 
latter two being twins ; Jennings Bryan and Ruth. 

When Mr. Morgan l>egan at Popejoy there was only one house beside 
the station and hardly enough business to pay the agent a salary of forty-five 
dollars per month. He Ixrgan building up his grain and coal business in a 
modest way and by good management made it grow. Before he left there 
he had induced some of the big shippers to ship from that station. His own 
business grew so rapidly that within a single year he himself paid the railroad 
over six thousand dollars on grain and coal shipments. During the last six 
years he was there he paid out three hundred and eighty-four thousand dol- 
lars for grain and coal, having built up this business himself from the bot- 
tom. He induced merchants to locate a general store there, also was instru- 
mental in securing a school house. The town now has a population of be- 
tween four and five hundred. His only previous experience in the grain 
business was about eight months with a firm in Marshalltown, while he re- 
sided at Liscomb. 
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Personally, Mr. Morgan is a very pleasant gentleman, conducts his large 
business affairs without any flurry or worry, and, being conservative and hon- 
est, succeeds in all his enterprises. 



DANIEL PRICE GRIFFETH. 

The qualities that have made Daniel Price GrifTeth one of the successful 
and prominent citizens of Hardin county have also brought him the good 
will and esteem of his fellow citizens, for his career from the beginning has 
been one of well-directed energy, strong determination and honorable meth- 
ods. 1 le is one of our venerable and honored pioneers, having come to the 
locality of which this history treats when it was a wild and sparsely settled 
prairie, and, having the sagacity to see its wonderful opportunities, he de- 
cided to cast his lot here permanently, and he has lived to see and take a 
prominent part in its subsequent development, never shrinking from any dub, 
however arduous or self-sacrificing, if its performance would prove a bless- 
ing to the general public, and his life has been one of honest endeavor and 
characterized by uniform fair dealing with his fellow men so that, for many 
reasons, he is eminently entitled to the high esteem which is freely accorded 
him by all classes. 

Mr. Griffeth is the descendant of a sturdy old family of the Keystone 
state, his birth having occurred in W ashington county. Pennsylvania. October 
9. 1821, and he has therefore reached the mellow twilight of his age. heaven 
having bounteously lengthened out his life that he might enjoy its blessings 
and the fruits of a well spent ami wholesome youth, for he was always con- 
servative and lived a clean life, and now he can look backward over a most 
worthy career w ith no compunction and forward to the unknown future with 
no fear. He is the son of Amos and Edith (Price) Griffeth. The GrirTeths 
are of Welsh origin. The grandparents of the subject were Jacob and Lydia 
(Hussey) Griffeth and Daniel and Elizabeth Price, all highly respected and 
industrious families of the East. 

Daniel P. Griffeth, of this review, grew to maturity in Pennsylvania, 
working on his father's farm in Washington county and obtaining such edu- 
cation as the old-fashioned schools afforded which he attended during the 
brief winter months. In 1845 h e was married to Sarah Louise Hough, of 
Fayette county. Pennsylvania. She was the daughter of Washington and 
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Maria (Pennell) Hough, who came originally from Loudoun county, Vir- 
ginia. During the year following his marriage Mr. Griff eth was in the mer- 
cantile business at Centerville, learning it formerly in the store of his wife's 
uncle. In the winter of 1846 he taught school, was in business in Centerville 
the following year, and in 1848 he went to Brownsville and there engaged in 
business for himself w ith his usual success until 1856, in which year he came 
to what was then called Rocksylvania, now East Iowa Falls, Hardin county, 
Iowa, and here he remained until 1865, engaged in farming and obtaining an 
excellent start in the new Hawkeye state. In 1865 lie went to Marshall 
county and entered a store, taking the place of one of the partners who had gone 
to war. He remained there, enjoying a good trade, for eight years, then re- 
lumed to his farm in Hardin county, which he operated until 1885. becoming 
known as one of the leading agriculturists of the neighborhood. His wife was 
called to her rest in May, 1885, and he soon afterwards sold his farm, built a 
substantial and handsome business block in Iowa Falls and has lived in this 
city ever since, having, by industry, good management and honest dealings, 
accumulated a competency and his declining years have been filled with every 
blessing of life. 

Mr. Griffith's family consists of three children, namely: Jonathan 
Binns. for many years a successful lumber dealer; Anna M. is the wife of Z. 
K. Hoag, of Iowa Falls; Caroline is the wife of H. F. Schulz, a lawyer and 
land dealer living in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Mr. Griffeth is now ninety years of age, but is remarkably well pre- 
served, possessing all his faculties, impressing one as being a man of sixty or 
less. His life has been lived during the most remarkable epoch in the world's 
history and he has kept fully abreast of the times in every respect, and is a 
most interesting conversationalist, recalling reminiscences of the early days. 
He remembers well the first telegraph, the old stage-coach days, then the rapid 
spread of the railways and the advent of hundreds of remarkable inventions 
in the world of science and art. He is and has been all his life a member of 
the Friends church. His wife was also a member of the same church. 



JOHN H. CARLETON. 

Enjoying marked prestige for many decades among the business men of 
the section of Iowa of which this history treats, John H. Carleton, of Iowa 
Falls, Hardin county, stands out a clear and distinct figure among the useful 
(62) 
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and public-spirited citizens of his day and generation, having labored from 
his youth toward the material, civic and moral upbuilding of the locality 
honored by his residence, seeming to delight chiefly in ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the general public in whatever way possible. Characterized by breadth 
of wisdom and strong individuality, his achievements but represent the utiliza- 
tion of innate talent, in directing efforts along lines in which mature judg- 
ment, rare discrimination and resourcefulness that hesitates at no opposition, 
has caused him to succeed in life's battles. Conservative and unassuming by 
nature, he has ever sought from lofty motives to do his duty as he saw it and 
has therefore richly earned the universal esteem of all with whom he has come 
into contact. 

Mr. CarJeton was born in Cumberland. Maryland, August 4, 1832. the 
son of John M. and Eliza M. (Magill) Carleton, both born in that city, the 
father in 1800 and the mother in 1803. 

Mr. Carleton spent his early life in his native town of Cumberland. Of 
his mother's influence in those days he wrote on his seventy-sixth birthday 
the following: "The teachings and example of a devoted mother I consider 
the most powerful factor, and indeed greater than all others, in giving tone 
and direction to my life, up to the period of her death, when I was nineteen 
years old." In 1850, when eighteen years of age, he came with his grand- 
fathers and others across the Alleghany mountains and on to Iowa, he being 
the driver and manager of the outfit. His reminiscences of this overland trip 
of sixty-one years ago are indeed interesting. He returned East by the same 
route in 1851, one of the wet years of history, when no crops were pro 
duced in Iowa. Cominf back to this state in 1852. Mr. Carleton worked in 
the office of the secretary of state. George \V. McCleary. being his deputy for 
some time. In March. 1852, while serving in this capacity, occurred the event 
which he believes to have l>een of the greatest moment of anything that ever 
happened to him. his decision to accept Christ and his teachings for himself 
That this was no half-hearted decision is shown by his subsequent life. Alter 
leaving his position of deputy, he attended Asbury University (now DePauw). 
at Greencastle. Indiana, leaving that institution in 1854. He recalls with 
pleasure that he earned his own way through college. After returning from 
college he was assistant clerk and reader in the house at the session of the 
Legislature in 1854. Coming to Iowa in the pioneer days, he engaged, with 
others, in the mercantile business at Iowa City. Locating at Legrand. Mar- 
shall county, in 1855. in the same business, he built up a good trade there 
The pnnic of 1857 affected every interest and sent into bankruptcy thousand* 
who were doing well : for several years these business men w ho had fonnerh 
been prosperous did anything they could get to do to make an honest living 
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Mr. Carleton first came to Iowa Falls in October. 1857, whither he 
brought a load of apple trees. The place was then a small village, but it has 
been interesting and impressive to him from that day to this, having found 
here kind and genial people, and he has been content to live in this beautiful 
vicinity, so favored by the Creator. Turning his attention to the ministry 
in early life, he came to Iowa Falls in 1862 as pastor of the Methodist church, 
which charge he held until 1865, greatly strengthening the congregation and. 
in fact, performing a grand work among the people he elected to serve, bury- 
ing the friends who passed over the mystic river, marrying the young be- 
ginning life's more serious walks, laboring for the upbuilding of the church 
in a general way. Having led among his people a life of unselfishness, integ- 
rity and kindness, he became one of the most influential men in this section 
of the state whose interests he has ever had at heart and sought to promulgate. 
A deep student of the Bible, he proved himself to be an earnest and able ex- 
ponent of the Gospel; but his failing health rendered it necessary for him to 
abandon the ministry, and in 1866 he again turned his attention to business, 
buying a local lumber yard, this business being transferred in 1880 to R. A. 
and J. P. Carleton. The latter preferred another field and went to Belmond, 
and the business here was sold to the Standard Lumber Company of Dubuque, 
R. S. Carleton being manager. J. H. Carleton entered the banking business. 
While in the lumber business he had been associated with George H. Wilson, 
a non-resident, for whom he loaned large sums of money on Iowa farms, 
laying the foundation for the loan business which he subsequently built up, 
and which he still continues and which has grown to large proportions under 
his able and judicious management. In 1881 he became president of the 
Bink of Iowa Falls, and in 1882 he was instrumental in organizing the Com- 
mercial Bank of Iowa Falls; this was soon made a national bank under the 
name of the First National Bank in 1884. From its beginning as the Com- 
mercial Bank he was its president, and he continued at the head of the institu- 
tion after it was made a national bank until 1896, at which time he resigned 
as president, since which time he has devoted his attention to real estate and 
insurance and allied lines of endeavor and attending to his own personal 
property. He has also been president of the State Bank at Dows for the past 
fifteen years and still retains that office. He is a man of rare business acumen, 
keen discrimination and discernment, forms his plans quickly and successfully 
carries them out. A man of conservative ideas and unusual foresight, he 
has managed the above named financial institutions in a manner that has 
stamped him as one of Hardin county's able financiers, all these banks, under 
his management and those associated with him. having gained a prestige sec- 
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ond to none in this section of the state, solid and safe and have exerted a 
potent influence on the affairs of the community. With duties that would 
crush the ordinary man, he has always had his labors so systematized that he 
has experienced little or no inconvenience in doing them. Although busily 
engaged in business affairs, Mr. Carleton has also taken a deep interest in all 
industries and enterprises for the good of the community at large, having 
ever been loyal to the principles of the Republican party. He has been active in 
promoting educational interests, was a member of the local school board from 
1867 to 1879, and was president of the board for many years. He has been 
one of the big donors to Cornell College at Mt. Vernon and also a liberal 
friend to Ellsworth College, of which he is now an honorary trustee. He has 
also contributed generously to Ellsworth College and the hospital at Iowa 
Falls, and thus many needed improvements were made in the college. 

A life-long member of the Methodist church, he shows his faith by his 
works, and here, as in other lines for the betterment of man, his purse is as 
open as his heart. He is a man of excellent self-control, and by honorable, 
unquestioned methods he has become financially well-to-do, one of the sub- 
stantial men of Hardin county, and he is widely spoken of as one of the 
strong, representative men of the state. Something of his fine inner attri- 
butes is shown by the following extract, part of a solemn statement to his 
heirs: "I have always regarded life a precious heritage, a gift to be so used 
as to make it a blessing. How far I have succeeded in that respect is not for 
me to say. That has been my aim and purpose. I early in life settled one 
thing which was vital to me, the question of my relation to God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind. * * * Do not think that any one 
can be more conscious of mistakes or of human infirmity and shortcomings 
than am I. * * * It is comforting to know that human judgment is not 
to settle the final award." 

The domestic life of Mr. Carleton began on January 24, 1856, when he 
was united in marriage with a lady of Christian culture and refinement, known 
in her maidenhood as Sarah A. Stoddard, of Tama county, Iowa, daughter of 
William and Betsy ( Henderson) Stoddard, an excellent old family of Litch- 
field, Connecticut. This union has been blessed by the birth of five children, 
namely: James P.. born April 3, 1857; William H.. born March ii, 1861: 
George S., born February 13, 1864; Elvira E., born September 1, 1865; and 
John J., born June 4. 1870. The second and third child in the order given 
both died in infancy. 

Personally, Mr. Carleton is a gentleman of unblemished reputation, as 
already intimated, and the strictest integrity, and his private character and 
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important trusts have always been above reproach. He is a vigorous as well 
as independent thinker, a wide reader, and he has the courage of his con- 
victions upon all subjects which he investigates. lie is also strikingly original 
and fearless, caring little for conventionalism or for the sanctity attaching to 
person or place by reason of artificial distinction, tradition or the accident of 
birth. He is essentially cosmopolitan in his ideas, a man of the people and a 
fine type of the strong American manhood which commands the respect of all 
classes by reason of genuine worth. Thus he has so impressed his individual- 
ity upon the community as to win the confidence and respect of his fellow 
citizens and become influential in leading them to higher things. 



JOHN J. CARLETON. 

The historv of a county or state, as well as that of a nation, is chiefly a 
chronicle of the lives and deeds of those who have conferred honor and dig- 
nity upon society. The world judges the character of a community by those 
of its representative citizens and yields its tribute of admiration and respect to 
those whose works and actions constitute the records of a state's prosperity and 
pride. Among the well known citizens of Hardin county is the Carleton fam- 
ily, a worthy memlwr of which is John J. Carleton. real estate dealer of Iowa 
Fall?, his success in private affairs and his interest in public life having ever 
been commendable. 

Mr. Carleton was born at Iowa Falls. Iowa, on June 4. 1870. He is the 
son of John II. Carleton and wife, a complete sketch of whom appears else- 
where in this work. The subject grew up at Iowa Falls and here attended the 
public schools and the high school, later Ellsworth College, receiving an ex- 
cellent education. After leaving college he was assistant postmaster at Iowa 
Falls for two and one-half years, under his brother. James P.. who was post- 
master. He also had charge of the business here of the United States Ex- 
press Company for his brother for some time. About 1889 he entered the 
First National Bank as bookkeeper, remaining in this institution for about 
eleven years, rendering high grade and eminently satisfactory service. From 
there he entered the real estate and farm loan business with his father, whom 
he has assisted ever since, but he also engages in this line of business for him- 
self, having built up an extensive and ever-growing patronage and becoming 
widely known to the business world. He is a director in the First National 
Rank and also of the Security Savings Bank. He has been very successful in 
a financial way. 
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Fraternally, Mr. Carleton is a member of the Modern Woodmen and 
the Knights of Pythias, having been keej>er of records in the latter for the 
past five years. 

On May 23. 1894, Mr. Carleton was united in marriage with Lillian M 
Stewart, daughter of Robert and Rhoda (Orr) Stewart. She was born at 
North Branch and came to Hardin county, Iowa, with her parents when she 
was a little child. Mrs. Carleton's parents still live in Iowa Falls, both highly 
respected citizens. Their family consisted of five children. Mr. Stewart is an 
active Mason, a Knight Templar and a member of the Mystic Shrine. He am! 
his wife belong to the Methodist church. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Carleton two sons have been horn. Wendell S., born 
June 1 g. 1896. and John Robert, horn October 17, 1898. 

Mr. Carleton is a mcml>er of the Methodist church. He has the reputa- 
tion of being a man of exemplary character, advocating wholesome living in 
private and public life, and he has the confidence and esteem of all who know 
him. 



EDWARD EUGENE SEELEY. 

Holding prestige for several decades among the progressive farmers of 
Hardin county where he has spent the major part of his very busy, useful and 
honorable life. Edward Eugene Secley. now living in retirement in his plea- 
ant home in Iowa Falls, is entitled to more than passing notice in the bin- 
graphical history of this section of the great commonwealth of Iowa, win ^' 
interests he has ever at heart and sought to foster as occasion demanded Hi* 
long continued residence here makes him a familiar figure to a large numfier 
of friends and acquaintances and esteem is often expressed and worthily he- 
stowed. 

Mr. Seeley hails from DeKalb county, Illinois, where his birth occurred 
on February 11. i860, but the major part of his life has been spent in the 
locality of which this volume treats. He is the son of W. R. and Sarah V 
(Robinson) Seeley. both parents having come from Victor village. Cayuga 
county. New York. Mr. Seeley s father was a builder of churches and erected 
many of them in Illinois. The family came to Iow a halls in 1S69. The father 
built the first frame church in Iowa Falls, having built one here in 1S6K before 
he moved his family to this place, then another house of worship was late 
erected by him. He built the first chinch in Hampton and also the tir«t <>ne 
in Grundy Center. From i860, to 1SS0 the family divided their rime between 
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Iowa Falls and a farm in Lee township. Franklin county. In the spring of 
1880 they moved to Buckeye township, Hardin county, and bought a farm 
there for thirteen dollars per acre, a farm which Mr. Sceley sold in 19 10 for 
one hundred and ten dollars per acre. Mr. Seeley's parents moved to Webster 
City in 1893. where they spent the remainder of their days, both dying sud- 
denly of heart failure in 1900. It is a remarkable fact that a number of Mr. 
Seeley's family and relatives have died suddenly when apparently in good 
health, his parents and a brother all dying in such a manner within nine 
months, and his mother's mother and his father's mother, also three uncles, 
all died in the same manner. 

Edward E. Seeley. of this review, lived on the home farm in Buckeye 
township for several years after reaching manhood. He spent his early years 
in assisting with the general work about the farm and attended the common 
schools in the winter months. In September, 1885, he was united in mar- 
riage with Clara Mitterer, daughter of Augustus Mitterer and wife and a 
sister of A. W. Mitterer, whose sketch appears in another part of this work. 
This was one of the well known and influential pioneer families here. Mrs. 
Seelev well remembers when a child in the earlv davs how the Indians, who 
were then very numerous, held war dances near their home, and she also re- 
calls many other interesting phases of pioneer life here. Even when Mr. 
Seeley's folks moved to Hardin county there were many Indians in this 
country, but most of them were nomadic, merely stopping here awhile in pass- 
ing through the country. Iowa Falls was then only a small village. The sub- 
ject and wife have lived to see and take part in the wonderful development of 
this section since that time. The Illinois Central railroad had builded west of 
Iowa Falls only a year previous to the arrival of the Seeley family. 

The subject and wife remained on the Seeley farm for two or three 
years after their marriage, then bought a farm adjoining his father's, which 
is now owned by A. \V. Mitterer. He lived there until 1901, making a pro- 
nounced success of general farming and stock raising, then sold out and 
bought the old home farm which he tilled in a manner that not only brought 
abundant harvests, but built up the soil to its original standard of fertility, re- 
maining there until 1909. Then he retired from active life and moved to 
Iowa Falls, where he now resides, having sold his farm and bought a sub- 
stantial and cozy home here. 

Mr. Seeley's family consists of four children, namely : Mabel married 
Charles Staley and lives on a farm near Buckeve. the place on which her 
father lived after he was married: she has two sons. Dale and Cilcn. Eleanor 
Seeley married Arthur Harkness and lives on a farm near Buffalo Center. 
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Iowa; William is now engaged in farm work, but makes Iowa Falls his home; 
Cleve is attending school in Iowa Falls. 

Fraternally, Mr. Sccley is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Rebekahs, the encampment and the canton; also the Modern 
Woodmen and the Maccabees. lie and his wife belong to the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Mr. Seeley is fond of home and family, is known to all as 
a man of exceptionally good habits, his life having been above reproach and 
lived in a manner so as to give offense to no one and he is held in high favor 
with all classes, he and his wife being well liked by all of their neighbors, 
wherever they have lived. 



S. P. JOHNSTON. 

One of the progressive agriculturists and honored citizens of Hardin 
county is S. P. Johnston, whose fine farm in Clay township ranks with the 
best in the locality, having been improved by him to its present high state 
of excellency by years of patient toil and skillful management. His success 
has been won entirely along lines of old and time-tried maxims, "Honesty is 
the best policy" and "There is no excellence without labor." He came here 
during the days of the county's first great advancement, following the pioneer 
period, and he has performed his part in the drama of modern progress in a 
manner that has brought good to himself and the community at large, at the 
same time winning the respect and confidence of all with whom he has come 
into contact. 

Mr. Johnston was born in Carroll county, Illinois, November 21. 1855. 
and he is the son of S. P. and Sarah (Lampner) Johnston. The father and 
mother were natives of Canada, whose ancestors were from England. He 
grew to maturity in Canada, was educated and married there and in 1852 
brought his family to Illinois. The father of the subject devoted his life to 
school teaching, carpentering and farming and met with success in whatever 
he turned his attention to. He was a man of sterling worth and was influential 
in his community. His death occurred when his son. the subject, was three 
days old. His family consisted of the following children: Sarah is the old- 
est; William is now living in California; W. S. is a resident of Eldora. Iowa; 
Hannah married Henry Sholtz ; S. P.. of this review; Puella was the wife of 
John Hacker, but is now deceased. 

S. P. Johnston, of this review, grew up on the home farm in Illinois and 
assisted with the general work about the place when a boy. attending the 
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common schools during the winter months, and he took up farming for a 
life work and in this vocation he has achieved more than ordinary success. 
He came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1880 and first bought eighty acres. 
Prospering by reason of close application and good management, he added 
to his original purchase until he is now the owner of one of the most produc- 
tive and desirable farms in Clay township, consisting of three hundred acres, 
which he has under a high state of cultivation and improvement and on which 
stands an excellent set of buildings, and in connection with general farming 
he always raises a splendid grade of live stock. 

Mr. Johnston was married on May 15, 1880, to Anna Shaner, daughter 
of William Shaner and wife, a highly respected family of Jackson township, 
this countv. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Johnston two children have been born, namely: Ernest, 
now twenty-eight years old, and Ray, who has reached his twenty-first birth- 
day. 

Politically, Mr. Johnston is a Republican and he has always been inter- 
ested in public matters and willingly supports all measures calculated to im- 
prove the general good. He has held a number of the township offices, always 
in a manner that reflected credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction 
of the people. In politics he is a Republican, while, fraternally, he is a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen of America. 



LUTHER M. FOLLETT. 

An enumeration of the enterprising men of Hardin county who have 
won recognition and success for themselves and at the same time have con- 
ferred honor upon the community would be incomplete were there failure to 
make specific mention of Luther M. Follett, one of the most substantial and 
influential business men of Eldora. He has always been distinctively a man 
of affairs. In both agricultural tfnd financial circles Mr. Follett stands in the 
front rank of the men who honor well directed enterprise. 

Luther M. Follett, of this review, was born in Vermont in the town of 
East Berkshire, on August 10, 1840, the sort of Henry and Clarissa (Pond) 
Follett. He lived there until he was fifteen years of age, then accompanied 
his parents to Richford, Waushara county, Wisconsin, and there he livtd for 
twenty-seven years. He received a good education in the common schools and 
grew to maturity on the home farm, remaining there until the commencement 
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of the Civil war. In 1864 he enlisted in Company C. Forty-fourth Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, in which he saw considerable service, including the battle 
of Nashville. He was detailed as a drummer during that winter, then in the 
spring went back to the ranks, remaining in the Army of the Cumberland, in 
which he served under General Thomas until the close of the war, and he was 
not discharged until August 28, 1865. 

After the war he and his oldest brother went into the mercantile busi- 
ness at Coloma, Wisconsin, which was successfully conducted a few years 
when the brother (H. Fitch) came to Hardin county and located about five 
miles east of Eldora. The subject then went back to Richford and was in 
the hotel business for eight years. In 1882 he sold out at that place and came 
to Iowa, locating about six miles east of Eldora, where he bought a farm of 
two hundred and eighty acres. Here he invested from time to time in addi- 
tional tracts, most of it lying in Eldora and Providence townships, nearly al- 
ways giving a good fat first mortgage. He insists that his long-time exper- 
ience as a debtor has brought him far better results and given better assets 
than if done on the credit side of his business career and has always appre- 
ciated the chance of obtaining a tract of land in that way. He has followed 
diversified farming and stock raising, and being a man of progressive ideas 
his efforts have been abundantly rewarded. Seventeen years ago Mr. Follett 
built a modern, commodious and attractive home on his farm in Eldora town- 
ship, which is one of the finest residences in Hardin county. He retired from 
active farming in 1906 and moved into Eldora, where he now resides. At 
this time he turned the management of his farms very largely over to his son. 
Guy C. Follett. 

On April 21, 1867, Mr. Follett was united in marriage with Ellen F. 
Woodruff, of Richford, Wisconsin. She is the daughter of N. B. and Auril 
(Sykes) Woodruff, they having come from Vermont near Mr. Follett's old 
neighborhood, to Wisconsin. Mrs. Follett has been responsible in no small 
degree for the large material success of her husband. To this union four 
children have been born. A daughter, Stella, was born December 27, 1869. 
and died April 18, 1870. The others are Alta L., Guy C. and Myrtle G. 

Guy C. married Jeannette Cobb, daughter of George H. Cobb and wife, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. They were married on April 5. 
1906. One son was born to Guy C. Follett and wife, Raymond Cobb Follett. 
whose birth occurred on April 8, 1908, the mother dying the following day. 
Guy and the little one now live in Eldora with Mr. Follett. 

SinCe retiring from active life jn the farm, Mr. Follett has been inter- 
ested in county and state mutual insurance, having been a director in hve corn- 
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panies and local and special agent for sixteen companies, all Iowa organiza- 
tions. In 1 901 he assisted in organizing the Home Mutual Insurance Asso- 
ciation of Iowa, helped incorporate it and has been a director in it from the 
start, in fact, its large success and growing popularity has been due in no 
small measure to his judicious counsel and management. He has built up a 
large insurance business and is one of the best known men in this line of work 
in central Iowa, the companies which he represents being regarded as the 
best, from many viewpoints, ever organized for insurance business. 

In Wisconsin Mr. Follett took an active interest in public affairs. There 
the office sometimes sought the man and under such circumstances he accepted 
the office of county supervisor, holding a position on that board until he came 
to Iowa. 



FRED E. BAKER. 

Among the sturdy agricultural element in Hardin county whose labors 
have profited alike themselves and the community in which they live is the 
gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch, a man who has 
achieved success because he has diligently sought it along proper channels and 
has been an advocate of honest living and dealing with his fellow men. Though 
never animated with ambition for public leadership, he has ever lent his aid 
in furthering the general interests of his locality and is well fortified in his 
political convictions, being at all times public-spirited to an extent of loyalty. 

Fred E. Baker, successful farmer and stock raiser in the vicinity of Hub- 
bard, was born in Kane county, Illinois, May 18, 1865, and he is the son of 
George and Caroline (Lawrence) Baker. The father was born in Lincoln- 
shire, England, there grew up and was educated. When he was eighteen 
years of age he came to America and located at St. Charles, Kane county, 
Illinois, where his brother and sister had located the year previous. There he 
followed farming, in which he has been very successful, and has made his 
home there ever since. His wife, Caroline Lawrence, was a native of the 
state of New York, and she came to Volga, Iowa, where she lived until her 
marriagt. 

Fred E. Baker grew to maturity on his father's farm in Illinois, where 
he worked when a boy, attending the common schools in the winter months. 
On April 12, 1894, he was united in marriage with Rebecca Thompson, 
daughter of George and Elizabeth (Roweth) Thompson. She was born in 
Kane county, near Elgin, Illinois. Her parents were both natives of March, 
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Cambridgeshire, England, and were reared, educated and married there. They 
emigrated to America about 1851 or 1852, locating at Sycamore, DeKalb 
county. Illinois. They purchased raw prairie land, and the father broke the 
wild sod with an ox team. The country was undeveloped and still the roam- 
ing grounds of Indians. This family had to contend with many unpleasant 
things, including prairie fires. But they persevered and developed an excellent 
farm and established a good home in which they still live. 

After his marriage the subject continued farming until March. 1897, 
then moved to Hubbard, Hardin county, Iowa, and purchased a hardware and 
implement business, which he conducted successfully for eight years, then sold 
out and bought a farm of one hundred and eighty-four acres adjoining Hub- 
bard, which he continues to operate. He has placed it under a high state of 
improvement and cultivation and it ranks with the valuable and choice farms 
of the county. It is well tiled and he has placed many excellent buildings on 
it and has a modern and attractive home. In connection with general farm- 
ing he pays much attention to stock raising and at present has a fine herd of 
Jersey cows. 

Mr. Baker's first wife died on September 22, 1900, leaving one son, 
George Burton Baker. On July 29, 1904, the subject was united in marriage 
with Anna Thompson, sister of his first wife. They have with them as one 
of the family, Millie Andrews, daughter of Mrs. Baker's sister. Mrs. Andrews 
died in 1900. Miss Andrews was graduated from Grinnell College with the 
class of 1909 and has been teaching school ever since that time in the Hubbard 
high school, being regarded as a most excellent teacher. 

Politically, Mr. Baker is a Republican. He has been a member of the 
city council of Hubbard for six years and has also been a member of the 
school board. He and his family belong to the Methodist church. 



OTTO PINGEL. 

The Prussians have always been known as people of courage and tact; 
they refuse to be downed by untoward circumstances, but push onward when 
once a course has been determined upon until the coveted goal is reached. 
Innumerable instances of rare gifts in these lines might be mentioned, one of 
the best known in history occurring in the wars with Napoleon. Once he 
thought he had utterly crushed them, but a few days later they were routine 
his army at the great battle of Waterloo, joining the English at the proper 
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crisis. Such people win in all walks of life, for they have not been trained 
to fail, or at least to admit their defeat if they do not succeed. Thus we are 
not surprised that one of their number. Otto Pingel, should come to so favored 
a country as Alden township, Hardin county, Iowa, and become well estab- 
lished. He was born on December 24, 1853, in Prussia, near the Baltic sea, 
the son of Ernest and Louise (Bonein) Pingel, who grew up and married 
in that country, starting life as farmers, and in 1871 emigrating to America. 
They located in Clay township, Hardin county, near Steamboat Rock, Iowa, 
later buying land west of Alden. Selling out several years later, the family 
moved to Hancock county, this state, and there the parents died. They be- 
came very well established in the new world. They were members of the 
Lutheran church. Ernest Pingel, the father, was twice married, his second 
wife being Wilhelmena Suikle, who is now living in Alden, Iowa. Three 
children were born by the first marriage, namely: Otto, of this review; Anton 
is living in retirement at Council Bluffs, Iowa; Matilda, who married George 
Bentz. also lives in Council Bluffs. 

Otto Pingel received a very good education in the schools of his native 
country and also in Clay township, this county. He remained at home and 
worked out by the month until 1882, then bought one hundred and twenty 
acres of good land in section 10, Alden township, which he placed under high 
grade improvements and where he has continued to reside to the present time, 
adding to his original place from time to time until he now owns one of the 
choicest farms in the township, consisting of three hundred and sixty acres, 
and a half interest in eighty acres in another part of this section. He has, 
in connection with general farming, paid particular attention to stock raising, 
making a specialty of raising Duroc- Jersey Red hogs, short-horn cattle and 
Norman and Percheron horses. They are of such superior grades that they 
are in great demand. He has a splendid home and numerous convenient 
outbuildings, everything about his place indicating that a gentleman of mod- 
ern ideas has its management in hand. He has certainly done remarkably 
well, considering the fact that he started in life with nothing and handicapped 
by coming to a strange land with strange language, customs and manners. 

Mr. Pingel was married on July 6, 1884, to Pauline Senkel, a native of 
Prussia and the daughter of August and Wilhimena (Segler) Senkel. The 
father died in Prussia and the mother came to America in 1871, locating at 
F.ldora. Iowa, and she now lives in Alden. She is the mother of two children : 
Annie, who married John Harms, lives in Alden, and Paulina, wife of Mr. 
Pingel. 

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Pingel, namely : Gustoft and 
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Richard are living at home; Louisa married Louie Skou and they live at Ida 
Grove. Iowa; Anna and Anton live at home; two children died in early life. 
The wife and mother passed to her rest on November 9, 1909. 

Mr. Pingel is a Republican and has taken a good citizen's interest in local 
public affairs. He has been a member of the school board for three years. 
He is a member of the Methodist church and faithful in his attendance on the 
same. 



ELI MANUEL LEPLEY. 

One of the larger landowners of L T nion township, and one of its most 
successful farmers, is a man who, when he began farming there, started in a 
very small way, but who, by diligence, industry and perseverance, has attained 
his present comfortable position, and Eli Manuel Lepley is widely known in 
Hardin county as one of her most representative farmers. He was born on 
July 13. 1842. in Knox county, Ohio. 

Adam Lepley, grandfather of the subject, was a native of Germany, and 
with two brothers came to the United States in 1770 and settled in Somerset 
county. Pennsylvania. The two brothers were killed by Indians. Adam mar- 
ried and became the father of eight sons and two daughters. At an early 
day he walked through to Knox county, Ohio, leading a pack horse, and took 
up wild land. This he improved and was a farmer until his death. 

John Lepley. the youngest child of Adam Lepley, was born on August 
15, 1795. and married Mary Kemcry, of Virginia, who was lx>rn on April 4. 
1804. They were the parents of the following children: Barbara was born 
on December 28, 1823. married S. Myers, and came to Mahaska county. 
Iowa, in 1845, where she and her husband died. Peter was born on January 
21. 1836. and married Elizabeth Harttinger, with whom he came to Union 
township. Hardin county. Iowa, and there he died on January 30. 1908. Hi? 
widow is living in Union. Delilah was born on Jnlv 2d. 1827, and married 
Martin Braddock. They moved to Marshall county. Iowa, in 1852. where he 
died and she still resides. Samuel was born on March 31, 1829. and was killed 
at the age of fifteen in Knox county. Ohio. William, who was born on Octo- 
ber 11. 1830. died at the age of two. Christina was born op July 27. 1832. 
and is deceased. Josephus was born on June 20. 1834. and married Olive 
Horn, of Knox county. Ohio. He served three years in the Forty-third Ohi" 
Infantry, and after the war went to Jasper county. Missouri, where he died 
six months later. His widow is now in Kansas. Melissa was born on June 
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19, 1836, married Hugh Dudgeon, who later moved to Kansas, where she 
died on August 15, 1910. John was born on August 19, 1840, and married 
Eunice Tracy. He died in 1899. his widow is living in Knox county, Ohio. 
Eli M. is the subject of this review. Nancy A. was born on May 26, 1844. 
and died at the age of eleven. 

Eli M. Lepley had to go two and one-half miles to get the limited school- 
ing which he received. He remained at home until he was twenty and in 
1863 came west alone. For one year he lived with his brother Peter, then re- 
turned to Ohio, but later returned to Union township. Here he has since 
lived and has improved his lands and added to his holdings until now he owns 
four hundred and forty acres in Union tow nship, and one hundred and twenty 
in Grundy county and a section of land in Canada. While following general 
farming, he has been for the last twenty years a breeder of registered Poland- 
China hogs, and keeps thoroughbred Hereford cattle and some horses and 
sheep, feeding on the farm all the hay and grain raised. He has won a repu- 
tation as a stock breeder. He has erected all the improvements on his farm, 
including a large and comfortable modern home, which contrasts greatly with 
the single-room, fourteen by sixteen shanty in which he and his wife first 
lived. Mrs. Lepley is a member of the Christian church at Union. In politics 
Mr. Lepley is a Democrat, and has held several local offices to the satisfaction 
of the community. 

On April 14, 1868. Mr. Lepley was married to Katie Cramer, a native of 
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, the daughter of John and Elizabeth (Gis- 
bert) Cramer. The Gisberts were of Irish stock. John Cramer was born in 
Germany on September 12, 1821, and died on September 4. 1873. His wife 
was born on March 14. 1820, and died on May 22, 1873. John Cramer went 
to Whiteside county. Illinois, then, in 1853, entered one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in section 5, Union township, Hardin county. Iowa, which he 
improved and sold, and then moved east of Steamboat Rock, where he and his 
wife both died. Their children were: Loraine, born on December 30. 1838. 
died in March. 1910; Hamilton, born on September 25. 184 1 . and served two 
years in Company A, Twelfth Iowa Infantry, after the war located in Union 
township, and later moved to South Dakota, and now resides in Kansas; 
Walter, born on November 20, 1842. died on April 15. 1856; Hudson, born 
on August 10. 1844, is now a ranchman in Oregon; Mary, born on June 10. 
1846. is the wife of Sparks Beal. of Nebraska; Katie. Mr. Lepley 's wife, was 
born on March 19. 1848 ; Sarah was born on February 10. 1850. and married 
William Moore, who died in Kansas in December, 1909; Leland, l>orn on 
March 23. 1852. is a farmer in Minnesota. 
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To Mr. and Mrs. Lepley seven children have been born: Elliott, born 
on February 15, 1869, married Cora Walton, has five children, and is farming 
in Grundy county. His children are Marion, Maud, Katie, William and Silas. 
Erwin was born on April 23, 1870, and is farming in Grundy county. Samuel 
was born on June 23, 1872, married Callie Rowan, and is farming in Union 
township, Hardin county. Rose, born on October 11, 1873, married C. Mc- 
Millian, of Pasadena, California, to whom she has borne two sons, Lawrence 
and Carlton. Ed, born on November 29, 1877, is at borne. Peter, who was 
born on August 6, 1879, is farming in Providence township, Hardin county, 
married Nettie Gates, and has three children, Francis, Claire and VVillet. Lil- 
lie. born on April 20, 1885, married L. Hutchins, of Deer Trail, Colorado. 
These children all received at the hands of their parents a good education. 

Mr. Lepley is widely and favorably known in Hardin county, and those 
who know him esteem him highly on account of his many strong traits of 
character and affable nature. His business success, for fanning today is a 
business, has been marked. 



JOHN RUMPER. 

It is the tendency of men, however sincere, to exalt the importance of 
their own callings and to be unconsciously influenced by the pursuits, activities, 
studies and tastes of their own lives. But they can often be pardoned for 
this, especially if their success has l>een gained through persistently following 
agricultural pursuits, to which John Runiper, of the village of RadcIirTe. 
Hardin county, has devoted his life with the result that he is today regarded 
as one of the leading farmers and stock men in Sherman township, and, as 
might naturally be expected, he is an enthusiastic advocate of modern, scien- 
tific tilling of the soil, and those of younger years engaged in this vocation 
would make no mistake by following his example. 

Mr. Runiper was born March 6. 1843. '» Asendorf Hoya, Hanover, 
Germany, and he is the son of Henry and Mary (Holthaus) Rumper. both 
natives of the above named place: they spent their entire lives in the Father- 
land, engaged in farm work. As far back as the subject can trace his geneal- 
ogy his people lived on the same farm in Germany. His paternal grand- 
parents were Henry ami Margaretta ( Holthaus) Rumper. The parents were 
members of the Reformed Lutheran church. The following five children in 
their family grew to maturity: Margaret, who lived in Radcliffe. this county, 
is deceased, as are also Richard and Henry; Dora lives in Germany: John, 
of this review. 
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John Rumper was educated in Germany and is self-learned in English. 
When twenty-six years old, in 1870, he emigrated to America and located in 
Mason county, Illinois, where he worked three years, then, in 1873, he 
came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating where the village of Radcliffe now 
stands. He purchased the southeast quarter of section 29 on which he built 
a house sixteen by twenty-four feet, on the east eighty. 

On August 28, 1870, Mr. Rumper was united in marriage with Minnie 
Kullenkamp, of Nienburg, Germany, the daughter of Richard and Maggie 
(Tierman) Kullenkamp, both natives of the above named place. There the 
parents spent their lives engaged in farming, the father being a breeder of 
fine horses. He and his wife are both now deceased. They were the parents 
of six children, namely: Sophia, Mary, Maggie, Richard, Minnie (who mar- 
ried Mr. Rumper) and Dora. All are deceased but the subject's wife. 

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Rumper: Ella, 
who married William Stukenberg, of Radcliffe, Iowa, has two children, 
Wayen and Vernie. Samuel W., formerly a merchant, is now farming near 
Radcliffe, Iowa; he married Eva Price and they have two children, Raymond 
and Ethel. Amanda married Newton E. Smith, agent for the Chicago & 
Northwestern railroad at Radcliffe. Lulu is at home. These children were 
educated in the home schools. Lulu also went to school at Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, and for some time she has engaged successfully in teaching, having 
taught one term in Concord township, five terms in district No. 7, five terms 
in district No. 8, and during the past three years she has taught in the fifth 
and sixth grades in the Radcliffe village schools. 

In 1870 Mr. Rumper bought the land where his home now stands and in 
1873 ne built his first house and in 1874 another. In 1909 he built his splen- 
did, modern eight-roomed home, around which is a beautiful lawn, on which 
he set out the shade trees and shrubbery. This was eight years before the 
village of Radcliffe was laid out. In 188 1 the Chicago & Northwestern rail- 
road was built through this locality and Mr. Rumper gave the land for the 
depot, yards, four blocks and the right of way. He helped lay out the village 
and he has done much for the same ever since it was started. He has been 
very successful in a business way and is one of the substantial men of this 
part of the county. He is the owner of six hundred and forty acres of 
valuable land in Sherman township. It is well improved and very productive 
and is most desirably located. He has one hundred and sixty acres of good 
land also in Buckeye township. For several years he and his son engaged 
in the mercantile business in Radcliffe and built up a very satisfactory patron- 
age. He has always been an admirer of good stock and has raised fine 
(63) 
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Clydesdale and Norman horses, also mixed stock and full blood Poland-China 
hogs. He has not been actively engaged in business since 1890. having since 
merely looked after his farming interests. Although starting out with noth- 
ing and having had no assistance, he has met with an unusually large degree 
of success. 

Mr. Rumper is a Republican and he has held several township office?, 
always in a satisfactory manner. He is a worthy member of the Evangelical 
church at Radcliffe, having held various offices in the same. He is well 
known and enjoys the good will and confidence of a wide circle of friends. 



THOMAS LAVVLER. 

One of the largest land owners and best known stock raisers of Hardin 
county is Thomas Lawler, of Providence and Pleasant townships, whose 
career has been an example of unremitting success in his occupation, where 
his shrewd business ability and the keenness of mind, which is a characteristic 
of the Irish race, have enabled him to rise to the present leading position 
which he holds in his community. He was born August 28, 1854, at Peoria. 
Illinois, the son of Patrick and Anna (Sullivan) Lawler. 

Patrick Lawler was born in Wexford county, Ireland, the son of Thomas 
and Marv (McGrath) Lawler, who. as well as eight of their nine children, 
spent their lives in Ireland. Patrick learned the mason's trade in England, 
and came to America when twenty-seven years old, arriving at New Orleans 
on Tnlv 4. 1850, after a sixteen weeks' voyage. He and his wife went to 
Peoria. Illinois, and after a short stay there came by wagon to Hardin county, 
Iowa, where Patrick took up his trade and followed it during the remainder 
of his life. He built the foundation of the first school house at Secor and at 
Kldora laid the foundations of some of the first stores. Many of the founda- 
tions which he laid are still in service. He died as he had lived, in the Catholic 
faith, and was buried in the Catholic cemetery at Secor. He was an excellent 
workman, an honest and sturdy citizen who had many friends. His wife is 
now living. They were the parents of the following children: Mary Ann. 
who married James Dunn, who died at St. Anthony. Iowa, where his wife is 
still living; Thomas; F.llen. now Mrs. Kitrick. of Grundy county, Iowa; Kath- 
crine. deceased ; John, who died at the age of one ; Dennis, a fanner of Provi- 
dence township; Stella, who married John Stecia. of Pleasant township, a 
farmer; Liza, who lives with her mother at the old home in Pleasant town- 
ship; Clara, deceased; and Dan. of Ackley. 
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Thomas Lawler received his education in the early schools of Hardin 
county, and first located for himself on his present home farm in Providence 
township. He began with a tract of forty acres, on which he had a shanty, 
and some land broken. He improved the place, and by hard work and good 
judgment in dealing has accumulated property until he now owns more than 
seven hundred acres, and has put up a large and commodious modern resi- 
dence and good barns. He deals in cattle extensively and feeds largely for 
market, and has found this very profitable. Mr. Lawler has given little atten- 
tion to politics, his business occupying the most of his time, and has never 
cared for office. 

On April 18, 1881, Mr. Lawler was married to Mary E. McMahan, the 
daughter of Patrick and Mary (Smith) McMahan, natives of Ireland, who 
came to America and located in Wisconsin. They are both dead. To this 
union the following children were born: Frank J., William D., Catherine, a 
teacher, Nellie, a teacher, Clara, Emma, John, Edward and Irene, a family of 
young people of the highest character, promising much usefulness to their 
community. 

Thomas Lawler is a man whose genial good nature and ready wit have 
won for him many friends, while he is esteemed as one of the township's solid 
and substantial citizens, a man who has been successful in both the accumula- 
tion of property and in the formation of a strong character, and one whose 
judgment is much respected. 



HENRY HUTCHENS. 

The gentleman whose name heads the present sketch is one whose ex- 
periences in life have been more varied than those of the average person and 
include sixteen years of life as a cowboy on the Western plains, at a time when 
that life was picturesque, wild and full of hardships, as well as of excitement 
at times. He is now residing in section 2, Providence township, on one of 
the old homesteads of Hardin county, where Mrs. Hutchens was born and 
grew to womanhood and w here she in turn has reared her children. 

Henry Hutchens was born in Yadkin county, North Carolina, November 
21, 1855, the son of Benjamin and Margaret (Vestal) Hutchens. Benjamin 
Hutchens was a native of North Carolina, as was his wife, and with his family 
moved to Indiana. The mother died in 1865 in North Carolina. Later he 
married Mrs. Malsey (Lambert) Richardson. While on a visit to his son in 
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Hardin county, Iowa, in 1893, he died, and was buried at Providence, Hardin 
county. The brothers and sisters of Henry Hutchens are Daniel, of Monroe 
County, Indiana; Mrs. Jennie Gest, of Indianapolis, Indiana; William A., of 
Washington; Orlando, of near Conrad, Marshall county. Iowa; Nicholas and 
Lewis, of Deer Trail. Colorado; Giddy, deceased ; Carrie Johnson, of Indiana; 
Walter and Enos, of Indiana. 

Henry Hutchens was the fourtli child and as a boy started out for the 
West, first going - to Indiana, then to Indian Territory, where he herded cattle 
for sixteen years when Oklahoma was wild. In 1883 he came to Providence 
township. Hardin county. Iowa, and in 1884 was married to Mary Emily Mul- 
ford, who was born in Providence township on March 8, 1858, a daughter of 
Anson Mulford. mentioned in this work (see sketch of William C. Mulford). 
Mr. and Mrs. Hutchens located on the old Mulford homestead, where they 
have since remained and where Mr. Hutchens carried on diversified general 
farming very profitably. To this marriage have been born the following chil- 
dren : Maud Emily, born in 1885, a school teacher; Lewis, born in 1888: 
Helena Harriett, born in 1893; and Carl Benjamin, born in 1900. All these 
children are at home. Mr. Hutchens is a Republican in politics, and fraternally 
a member of the Modern Woodmen at Providence. He is a member of the 
Quaker church, his wife of the Methodist. 

Mr. Hutchens is a man of sterling, upright character, a capable and pros- 
perous farmer, and in his life follows the precepts of the religion which he 
professes. He is well known in the community and has many friends. 



AUGUST SAAKSMEIER. 

Many native sons of the German empire, appreciating the blessings of 
liberty, were not slow to recognize the possibilities that opened out in splendid 
perspective before all who located early in the new republic of the west. 
Accordingly, ever since the close of the Revolutionary war, large numbers of 
those hardy, thrifty citizens have crossed the great ocean and sought homes 
in our vast domain, and here their descendants have become among the most 
intelligent, patriotic, industrious and upright citizens of our great and wonder- 
ful cosmopolitan population. August Saaksmeier. one of the progressive 
young farmers of Grant township. Hardin county, is deserving of special 
mention in this connection, being one of the myriad horde mentioned above 
who have taken advantage of the unlimited opportunities offered them here, 
and in so doing has benefited alike himself and his community. 
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Mr. Saaksmeier was born on June 27, 1876, in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, 
the son of Henry and Mollie (Stolting) Saaksmeier, and there he spent his 
early youth and attended school. Coming to the United States in March, 1892. 
accompanied by his cousin. Herman F. Granner, he located at Hubbard, Iowa, 
and has since made his home in Hardin county. He came here without means 
and in order to get a start worked out for eleven years on various farms. 
About eight years after his arrival here he bought the farm where he now lives 
in section 23, Grant township. About this time he returned to Germany 
on a visit. Later returning to Hardin county, Iowa, he resumed his farm 
work, at which he remained until 1903, then moved to his own farm. He has 
one hundred and twenty acres of excellent land which he has kept well im- 
proved and well tilled and on which he has made a very comfortable living. 

Mr. Saaksmeier was married in the fall of 1907 to Lena Schnormeier, 
daughter of William Schnormeier and wife, a complete sketch of whom ap- 
pears elsewhere in this work. Two children have been born to our subject 
and wife, Bertha and Carl. 

Mr. Saaksmeier is a member of Zion Evangelical church. He and his 
wife are diligent, sociable and well liked by their neighbors. 



JOSEPH HOCKETT. 

One of the most scientific and successful farmers of Providence town- 
ship, Hardin county, is Joseph Hockett, who was born December 7, 1853, HI 
Henry county, Iowa, the son of Jonathan S. Hockett, who was born October 
I, 1823. > n Randolph county. Indiana, the son of Joseph Hockett, a native of 
North Carolina, who married Martha Smith, also a native of the old Tar 
state. They were pioneers of Randolph county, Indiana. They lived on a 
farm and came to Henry county. Iowa, about 1837. when the state was a terri- 
tory, and Mr. Hockett died while on a visit to Indiana. Jonathan S. Hockett 
married Ann Frazier. a native of Randolph county. Indiana. Her father, 
Francis Frazier, married Eunice Beard. They were both natives of the 
Carolinas. They moved from Randolph county, Indiana, to Henry county, 
Iowa, in 1839. He was a farmer and a great hunter and trapper. He re- 
mained in that countv until his death, his wife dving in Lee countv, Iowa, in 
1879. 

Jonathan S. Hockett, mentioned above, was educated at Salem, Iowa. 
He secured land in Henry county, this state, and in 1855 he came to Hardin 
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county, locating in section 17, Union township, on wild land which he im- 
proved and sold in i860, when he moved to Marshall county. There he re- 
mained three years, then moved back to Hardin county, locating in Providence 
township on eighty acres in section 24. It was partly broke and had a rude 
cabin on it. lie improved this place and remained on it until the spring of 
1892, when he moved to the home of his son Joseph, of this review, with 
whom he remained until his death, March 15, 1895, his widow surviving until 
June 26, 1905. They were members of the Friends church, and he was a 
Republican and held various township offices. There were four children in 
their family, namely: Luther died when a year old; Joseph, of this review; 
Frances remained single and died in 1892; Lima died in 1863, when five years 
of age. 

Joseph Hockett, of this review, was educated in the common schools 
and he lived at home, assisting with the work about the place until the fall of 
1877, when he married Alwilda Rubottom, who was born October 24, 1859, 
the daughter of Levi and Louisa (Thompson) Rubottom. Her father was 
born in Indiana in 1826 and the mother was born in North Carolina in 1833 
They came to Warren county, Iowa, and in 1866 came to Providence town- 
ship, Hardin county, where they bought a farm and here they both died. The 
following children were born to them: Rodolpho lives in Kansas; Ludovic 
lives at Gifford, Iowa; Viola is deceased; Thompson lives at Bedford, Mis- 
souri; Alwilda, wife of the subject; Charles is farming in Providence town- 
ship, this county; Incs Flva is deceased; Ulysses is deceased; Flora and Vin- 
ton both live in Kansas. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hockett, four of whom are 
living, namely : Linden, who is farming in Marshall county, Iowa, married 
Grace Frazier, and they have five children; Edna married A. H. Frazier, of 
Marshall county, Iowa, and they have one child ; Flva, who lives in ( lay 
county, Iowa, married Fd. Clark; Ross is at home; Leslie died when seven 
years old. These children have been well educated, some having taught 
school. 

In the fall of 1877 Mr. Hockett rented land in section 24, Providence 
township, for one year and in 1878 he went to Brooks county, Kansas, and 
bought one hundred and sixty acres of prairie land. There he built a home 
and remained until the fall of 1880, when he returned to Hardin county. 
Iowa, locating in Providence township, where he rented land for two years, 
then bought a farm in Union township and was there seven years, when he 
sold out and took care of his parents. In 1892 he bought the farm of one 
hundred and twenty-two acres where he now lives and which he has brought 
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up to a high state of improvement and cultivation. He has erected a sub- 
stantial barn and many other buildings and now has a pleasant and neatly 
kept home. In connection with general tanning, he raises fine live stock, Red 
Polled cattle, Poland-China hogs and grade Xorman horses, and he feeds a 
great many sheep. Politically he is a Prohibitionist, and he is a member of 
the Friends church. 



JOHN L. RASH. 

The history of a county or state is but a record of the doings of its peo- 
ple, among whom the pioneers and their sturdy descendants occupy places of 
no secondary importance. The story of the plain, common people who con- 
stitute the moral bone and sinew of the state should ever attract the attention 
and prove of interest to all true lovers of their kind. In the life story of John 
L Rash, an honored pioneer of Hardin county, now living retired in his cozy 
home in Providence township, there are no striking chapters or startling inci- 
dents, but it is merely the record of a life true to its highest ideals and fraught 
with much that should stimulate the youth just starting in the world as an in- 
dependent factor. 

Mr. Rash was born in what was then Sarah county, North Carolina. July 
3. 183 1, and was the son of Capt. William B. Rash and wife, both of whom 
died when their son. John L.. of this review, was a small child, consequently 
he was reared by other hands and knows little of his ancestors on either side. 
He had two sisters, Polly, who married J. Crison. is now deceased, and Betsy 
Ann. who married A. Phillips, is also deceased. 

The subject lived with his uncle. William Rash, until old enough to begin 
life's battle for himself. This fostered in him a sturdy independence which 
resulted very largely in subsequent success. In 1867 he married Mary M. 
Phillips, also a native of North Carolina, and in the same year they emigrated 
to Hardin county. Iowa, locating in section 32, Providence township, on a 
farm of forty acres. They made the long journey here, and they began life in 
pioneer fashion, the country then being new, but they soon trans formed the 
wild prairie land into a good farm and in due course of time had a good home, 
adding to the original purchase until the place consisted of two hundred and 
forty acres, which they brought up to a high state of improvement and culti- 
vation. Mr. Rash soon became one of the substantial general farmers and 
stock raisers in his township. Laying by a competency through many years 
of consistent endeavor, he is now living retired, in the midst of plenty, and is 
enjoying a well earned rest. 
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Mr. Rash's first wife died in 1898, leaving three children, William and 
J. D. are both living in Providence township, and L. M. is in a store at New 
Providence. 

In November, 1899, Mr. Rash married Elizabeth Swaggart, who was 
born October 3, 1843, the daughter of David and Sarah Swaggart, the father 
born in Virginia and the mother in Pennsylvania. They came to Hardin county 
in 1865, and the death of Mr. Swaggart occurred in February, 1885, his 
widow surviving until 1907, reaching an advanced age. Both are buried in 
Berlin cemetery. They were the parents of the following children: J. W., of 
Eldora; Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Rash; A. N., of New Providence; S. M. and 
John Hyer, both of Ohio ; J. M. lives in Providence township; Virginia lives 
in Jule county, Kansas ; Alice, Esther and Isaac L. are all deceased ; Emma is 
teaching school. 



CHRISTOPHER RISSE. 

Of all the einigrants who reach the United States from the countries of 
Europe, none show a greater aptitude in adapting themselves to our peculiar 
institutions than those who come from Switzerland. Having themselves lived 
in a country where one citizen is as good as another if he behaves himself as 
well, they almost immediately understand our political methods and customs 
and appreciate the advantages which are offered by our laws. The result is 
that they are at once contented and straightway proceed to make the most of 
their new surroundings. After their home is established and they have at- 
tained some decree of comfort, they look around and soon take a warm and 
intelligent interest in our form of government, in our schools, in our churches, 
in the affairs of our county administration, and so forth. People who come 
from some monarchy reojnire a considerable time to adjust their old ideas to 
the new conditions. Xot so with emigrants from Switzerland, as was shown 
by the Risse family when they came here. It seems that they at once under- 
stood onr form of government and at once were acting in conjunction with 
our customs and laws. 

Christopher Risse. a prosperous farmer of Grant township. Hardin 
county, was born in Switzerland. September 2. 185 1. He is the son of 
Andrew and Magdalena ( Hoffmanner) Risse. who emigrated from that 
country to America when their son. Christopher, was two years old. and lo- 
cated in Green county. Wisconsin, later went to Kansas, thence to Illinois am! 
in 1866 came to Hardin county. Iowa. They first located at Ackley and the 
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following spring went to farming near there. Later the father bought a 
farm in Hardin township, near Eagle City, and he lived in the vicinity of 
Eagle City six or seven years, then moved to Sherman township and continued 
to live there until old age rendered him unfit for labor. Then he made his 
home with his son, the subject, he having been paralyzed during the last ten 
years of his life. His death occurred about 1890, when nearly eighty years 
old. He was a hard worker and an honest man and everybody thought well 
of him. 

The son, Christopher, grew to maturity on the home farm where he 
made a hand when but a mere bov, and he received his education in the com- 
mon schools. He farmed for himself, at different times, before he was mar- 
ried, which event took place in 1882, he having chosen for a life companion 
F.mma Brocker, of Grant township, this county, the daughter of Charley and 
Amelia (Remling) Brocker. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Risse, namely: Hattie, 
wife of Charley Boeke, lives near her father's home in Grant township and 
has two children; Charlie A. married Daley Klemme and lives in Concord 
township; Howard and Harvey are twins; the former is an auctioneer, and 
the latter is at present attending Ellsworth College, and he also attended 
school at Iowa City ; Elsie, Emma and Murl are all at home. 

Before he was married Mr. Risse bought one hundred and sixty acres 
of unimproved, wild prairie land in section 5, Grant township. There he 
built a home and has continued to reside to the present time. He has added 
to his possessions, first by purchasing eighty acres, which he added to his 
original purchase, and he now has tw o hundred and thirty-five acres of valuable 
land, which he has developed, placed under a high state of improvement and 
cultivation, and which, under his skillful management, yields abundant har- 
vests. He has also handled a fine grade of live stock. Besides his fine home 
farm, he is the owner of a half section in sections 13 and 14. Concord town- 
ship, having acquired this land in 1907. It. too, is productive, well located 
and valuable. 

Mr. Risse has taken an abiding interest in local affairs and has been school 
director for fifteen years. He was in the famous cyclone here about twenty- 
one years ago. when his house was demolished, his wife and one son injured, 
but fortunately, not seriously, and it made almost a clean sweep of all his out- 
buildings. When he saw the disturbance approaching in the southwest he 
thought it was smoke, but later knew it to be a tornado, and he hurried to the 
cellar with his wife and three children, also the hired man. One child was at 
school, but the school house was not touched. The house moved a little, then 
went up into the air and some of the debris from it went as far as Iowa Falls. 
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Nothing daunted, Mr. Risse at once rebuilt his dwelling and outhouses and 
now has a pleasant and substantial home. He is a man of fine principles and 
stands well in his neighborhood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Risse are members of the Christian church at Hubbard. 
The children attend the Evangelical church. Politically, Mr. Risse is liberal, 
always for the best man, regardless of party lines. 



JOSEPH SPURGIN. 

Many of the residents of Providence and the adjoining townships of Har- 
din county are, like Joseph Spurgin, natives of eastern Tennessee, or descend- 
ants from natives of that region, which has been long celebrated on account 
of the high character of manhood and fearless independence prevailing among 
its inhabitants and which are noticeable in their descendants wherever found. 
Joseph Spurgin was born in eastern Tennessee in January, 1841, the son of 
Samuel and Ixmisiana (Duncan) Spurgin. 

Samuel Spurgin was born in Tennessee, and came to Iowa in 1848. He 
and his family came with two other families by flatboat and wagon to Henry 
county, then later moved to Warren county, where Samuel Spurgin died in 
1850. His wife died one year later in Munroe county. At the time of their 
coming to Iowa the country was comparatively new and they endured many 
of the privations which fell to the pioneers. The children of Samuel and 
Louisiana Spurgin were: William, who married Martha Whitner, of Henry 
county, and lives in Carey, Nebraska; Nancy, deceased, who married Sam 
Wilson ; Rebecca, who married ; Abram, who married Hannah Hodson, and 
are both dead ; Rice died at the age of twenty-one ; Jesse, who married Rhoda 
Ogdburn and lives in Arkansas; John, who married Ruth Hockett and lived 
for a time in Hardin county, then removed to Kansas, where he and his wife 
died; Joseph; Amanda, now Mrs. William Hockett. of Adams county, Iowa; 
and Ellen, who married Albert Nelson, deceased, and as his widow is living 
in Seattle. 

Joseph Spurgin received a meager education in the schools of Henry 
and Hardin counties, attending the log school houses, but has since remedied 
this deficiency largely by his reading. He was but ten years old when his 
mother died, and he lived with his brother, Abram. until he was nineteen, 
when he started out to work by the month. He was first married, in 1862. to 
Susanna Lundy. the daughter of James and Lucy Lundy. Her parents had 
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come to Hardin county from Indiana in 1856, and settled on part of section 
36, Providence township. Their children were: Susannah; Levi J., of Lawn 
Hill. Iowa; Ziniri, deceased; Cyrus, deceased; Charles, of Kansas; and Eliza 
Jane, deceased. Mrs. Susannah Spurgin died in 1898, aged fifty-nine. To her 
union with Mr. Spurgin was born one son, L. J. Spurgin, who was born in 
Hardin county, and is now living at Oskaloosa. Iowa, and he married Viola 
Hinshaw, the daughter of Ezra Hinshaw, now a resident of Oskaloosa. 

Mr. Spurgin lived on section 36, Providence township, until 1874, and 
has been a resident of the township since 1856. except for one year in Eldora, 
living on different farms before his final location on a well improved and fer- 
tile farm, the cultivation of which yields to him handsome profits. In 1901 he 
was married to Elsie Benbow, the daughter of D. II. and Ellen Benbow, for- 
mer residents of Providence township, now living in Colorado. They were 
the parents of the following children: Elsie (Mrs. Spurgin), Arthur, Alice, 
Archie and Maggie. 

Mr. Spurgin has held school offices and is a man of some influence in 
his neighborhood, where he has many friends. He is a member of the Friends 
church and allows his life to be guided by its precepts. 



ALFRED MODLIN. 

The farm dweller has always been conceded some advantages over the 
city dweller, but until recently the disadvantages were often considered to out- 
weigh them. Now, with the establishment of good roads and schools in coun- 
try districts, with the use of modern machinery, which has lightened the 
farmer's task, and in the era of prosperity, which has recently dawned upon 
the farmer, his position is beginning to be an enviable one. Such it seems in- 
deed to the man who has the pleasure of seeing the well regulated farm and 
the happy home life of Mr. Modlin. 

Alfred Modlin was born in Blackford county, Indiana, on October 10, 
1854. His father was Mark Modlin, who was born in Indiana in 1816. and 
died in Kansas in 1895. His mother was Mary (Ratliffe) Modlin, who was 
born in 1814 in Indiana, and died in Kansas in 1901. They were the parents 
of the following children: George, Martha, Sarah, Narcissa, Lydia, Nathan, 
Mark, Alfred (subject of this sketch), Mary and Elias. In 1856, when 
Alfred was two years old, his parents moved to Grundy county, Iowa, and 
Alfred remained on his father's farm until he was twenty-two years old. At 
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that age, on August 16, 1876, he was married to Ida Adelle Walker, who 
was born in Henry county, Illinois, the daughter of James Forsythe Walker, 
who was bom in Ireland in 1833, an< ^ Sarah Jane (Way) Walker, who was 
born in Vermont in 1840. Mr. and Mrs. Walker were the parents of eight 
children who reached maturity : Ida, Anna M., Lionel W., George Y., Matie 
E., Frank W., Bertha E. and Lizzie. They moved to Grundy county when 
Ida was but nine days old. Mrs. Walker died in Des Moines in 1907. 

Alfred Modlin and his wife came in 1877 to the farm on which they 
have ever since resided. This contains one hundred and sixty acres, and was 
then worth twenty dollars per'acre, while now it is held at one hundred and 
fifty dollars per acre. Mr. Modlin has followed general farming and has by 
his labor and good management improved his farm and made a comfortable 
living, while at the same time enjoying the comforts of a happy family 
work. Mr. Modlin is a man of sterling character, whose strong qualities have 
made for him many friends and given to him a position of influence in his 
community, where he is recognized as one of the leading men, and as a very 
capable farmer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Modlin are the parents of the following children: Robert 
Emery, who was born in 1877, and married Rose St. John, of Hardin county, 
and is now located on a farm two miles west of his parents; Howard Garfield, 
who was born in 1881, is living two miles west of his parents, and married 
Leonie Wheeler, who has borne to him two children; Morris Alfred and Rob- 
ert; Alfred Kenneth, born in 1885. lives with his parents, unmarried; Chester 
J., who was born in 1891, is attending school in Eldora; Frank W., born in 
1892; Harry Martin, in 1896; James Forsythe, in 1897. 



HENRY KLEMME. 

One of the energetic and thrifty German farmers of Grant township is 
Henry Klemme, who. by indomitable energy and perseverance, has acquired 
a larger measure of success than the average man who has had to "paddle his 
own canoe" all through life. He has gotten possession of a productive and 
very desirable farm which receives his careful attention and yields him a good 
living from year to year. 

Mr. Klemme was born in Lippe-Detmold. Germany. November 4. i8ty. 
and he is the son of Conrad and Frederica (Doke) Klemme. The subject 
spent his boyhood in the fatherland and attended school there, coming to 
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America when eighteen years of age, locating at Newton, Jasper county, 
Iowa, and until he could get a start worked out on a farm. Four years later 
he rented a farm near Radcliffe, for a year, then rented August Boeke's 
place near Hubbard for three years. He then bought eighty acres in Sherman 
township, and the following year he bought eighty acres more on which was 
located Honey creek pond. The supposed prior owner had no title to the land, 
it still being in the name of the government, so the subject got a clear title 
from the government. He lived in Sherman township three years, then 
moved to the farm of Christ Drawe, east of Hubbard, and he lived there six 
years, renting out his farm in Sherman township. He then sold his farm in 
Sherman township and bought three hundred and twenty acres in Grant 
township and has lived on this farm ever since, two years later buying eighty 
acres east of it, then in 1909 he bought the Turner farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres, and is now the owner of five hundred and sixty acres of fine land, 
all in Grant township. He keeps it well improved and it is very desirable 
land in every respect. He has a splendid home and good outbuildings and 
he always keeps an excellent grade of stock. 

Mr. Klemme was married in 1887 to Anna Drawe, daughter of Christ 
and Louisa (Wiechman) Drawe, both natives of Lippe-Detmold, Germany, 
from which county they emigrated to America and settled near Hubbard, 
Iowa, and they now live in the town of Hubbard, being very comfortably 
fixed. They have been very successful since coming to America, first settling 
in Wisconsin in pioneer times, and they came to Grant township, this county, 
before the town of Hubbard was thought of. 

Mr. and Mrs. Klemme have eight children, namely: Louisa, Conrad. 
Dora. Emma. Mary, Walter. Ella and Leonard, all at home with their parents. 

Mr. Klemme and family are worthy members of the Zion Evangelical 
church and they arc well thought of by their neighbors. In politics, Mr. 
Klemme votes for the man he thinks best qualified for the place. 



OLIVER B. CHAPIN. 

But recently there was removed from the village of Union by death a 
man whom all acclaimed as its leading citizen, a man of strong character, 
whose life meant much to the neighborhood, in which so many of its activities 
had been spent in the betterment of conditions. A pioneer of the county, he 
started at the bottom of the ladder and steadily climbed until he by his own 
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efforts and those of his helpmate reached the pinnacle of success. His race 
was a clean one and he was aided by no corrupt means or underhanded 
methods. 

Oliver B. Chapin was born in Berkshire county, Massachusetts, on 
November 23, 1830, the son of Paul and Beulah Chapin. In 1856 he came 
with his parents to Marshall county, Iowa, and settled on a homestead there. 
In 1858 he was married to Ellen Hudson and the young couple moved to 
Union township, Hardin county, the next year, where Mr. Chapin built a log 
cabin on the land he secured, in which his two children, Henry C. and Jennie 
A., were born. He had very little of this world's goods and he and his wife 
suffered the privations and made the sacrifices usual to pioneer life. Until the 
fall of 1876 they lived on this homestead, then moved to the farm just west 
of Union on which the family Jived for more than thirty years, until, in 1904, 
they moved into their present residence in Union. By judicious management 
Mr. Chapin accumulated a fortune and rose gradually and surely until at hi? 
death he owned sixteen hundred acres of land in Marshall and Hardin coun- 
ties. While careful in business matters, he was liberal to those less fortunate 
to such an extent that he l>ecame widely popular because of his many libera! 
and kindly actions. He was connected with every movement for the better- 
ment of the town of Union and the surrounding country. His activities were 
not confined alone to farming, but in 1883 he. with others, organized the 
Citizens Bank, and he became its president, which position he held until 1909, 
when he was succeeded by his son. Henry C. Chapin. and it was mainly hi* 
efforts which placed this bank high on the list of sound financial institutions of 
Hardin county. In politics Mr. Chapin was a Republican. In 1874 he wa> 
elected to the state Legislature from this district. For six years he served as 
a member of the board of supervisors of Hardin county. He was a charter 
member of Industry Lodge No. 225. Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Jennie A. Chapin. the daughter of Mr. Chapin, died in November, 1886, 
and in April, 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Chapin gave to the high school of Union 
five thousand dollars as a memorial to their daughter, four thousand dollars 
to be used for a building, and one thousand dollars for a library. Mr. an'! 
Mrs. Chapin have always taken a deep interest in education, and for many 
years have given to each graduate from the local high school a five dollar gold 
piece as a nucleus to start a private library. In 1908 they donated one thou- 
sand dollars to the endowment fund of Grinnell College. 

Mr. Chapin died on September 10. 1910, leaving as the surviving mem- 
bers of his family, his wife, one son. Henry C, and wife; two grandchildren, 
Jennie L. and Earl C. Chapin ; two nephews and one niece. His funeral was 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



IOO7 



very largely attended, and the funeral procession of a mile in length was led 
by the eighty pupils of the local high school, carrying flowers which were 
strewn along the course from the cemetery entrance toward the grave, a 
fitting rite in honor of their departed friend. The floral offerings were the 
most beautiful which could be obtained from hothouses and gardens, including 
loving tributes from the old O. P». Chapin hose team, the churches, the clubs, 
the lodges, and relatives and friends. 

Mr. Chapin was a man of happy personality, which fact alone won him 
many friends, for no one could remain in his presence long and escape the in- 
fection of his good humor. The confidence of the people of Union in Mr. 
Chapin was absolute, and he was among the foremost in every undertaking for 
the public good. Such a life as his carries with it its own reward in content- 
ment, and in establishing in the hearts of friends the memory of virtues and of 
deeds well done, which is a monument more satisfactory than any marble. 
For while the village of Union exists, the name of this worthy man will be 
pointed to as that of one of the greatest benefactors of the community and its 
inhabitants. 



GEORGE O. PIERCE. 

A farmer of Providence township. Hardin county, who is deserving of 
the success he has attained is George O. Pierce, and the follow ing paragraphs 
have to do with the history of a m;in who has been the architect of his own 
fortunes, having elevated himself from obscurity to comparative affluence. 

Mr. Pierce was born January 27. 1868. twenty-five miles east of Knox- 
ville. Tennessee. He is the son of George T. and Mary (Walters) Pierce, 
both natives of that state: there they grew to maturity, were educated and 
married, and in 1875 they came to Hardin county. Iowa, locating in Provi- 
dence township, where they rented land. al<o rented a farm in Union town- 
ship, and here the father's death occurred, and the mother died in 1893. He 
was a Republican and held office before leaving Tennessee. They w ere mem- 
bers of the Baptist church, and there were eight children in their family, 
namely: Mary married F. M. McMannis. of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Sarah mar- 
ried \V. \V. Drake, of Union. Iowa; Mattie is deceased; Samuel is farming 
in Providence township, this county: John is also farming there; Lizzie mar- 
ried Ed McLean, of Union township, this county ; Eva, who has remained 
single, is living in Union. Iowa; George O.. of this review. 

The subject received only a limited education, since he was compelled to 
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assist his two brothers in keeping the family together and provide for the 
other members. He got a start early in life through hard work and economy 
and the father spent his last days with him. On August 30, 1905, Mr. Pierce 
was married to Nettie Wood, of Union, Iowa, the daughter of A. F. Wood, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. To Mr. and Mrs. Pierce one 
child has been born, Vera, whose birth occurred February 1, 1908. 

In 1904 Mr. Pierce bought his present farm in Providence township, 
which was originally entered from the government by John Bond. It con- 
sists of one hundred and twenty acres of well improved and valuable land, 
on which stand a comfortable home and substantial outbuildings, and here 
he carries on general fatming and stock raising. He built his fine home in 
1907. It is finished down stairs in oak, the rest being in hard pine; it is two 
stories, six rooms below and four above. It is modern in all ita appointments, 
beautifully located and nicely furnished. Mr. Pierce has made all the other 
improvements on his place and it now ranks with the best in the locality 
He is widely known as a raiser of short-horn cattle, Duroc -Jersey Red hogs 
and Norman horses, all of a high grade. 

Mr. Pierce is a Republican and while he is deeply interested in the affairs 
of his community and county he has never aspired to office. He and his wife 
belong to the Congregational church at Union, Iowa. 



FREDERICK A. WINTER, Sr. 

One of the honored pioneers of Hardin county. Iowa, was Frederick A. 
Winter, Sr., who. having completed his allotted course on this terrestrial 
sphere, has taken his departure to the unknown country where we all, after 
a few more years of toil and loss and gain, must wend our own way with the 
"innumerable caravan." Grant township had no better citizen or more uorthv 
representative of the great farming class. Here he labored long and ardu- 
ously, removing the wild growth with which his place was covered and other- 
wise improved the land until he brought it to a high and successful state of 
cultivation. He was a man of substantial worth, very industrious and ener- 
getic, and as a farmer ranked among the most enterprising in the locality. By 
diligent devotion to his vocation he succeeded in accumulating a liberal com- 
petence, owning at the time of his death a finely improved farm, and at one 
time in his career he owned in all in this and adjoining townships the lar^e 
aggregate of fourteen hundred acres, being one of the largest land owners and 
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substantial citizens of the county, besides valuable personal property and a 
bank account considerably in excess of that of the average agriculturist of 
those days. He did a great deal of good in his community in every way, 
always ready to forward its interests, and his life, being one of strict integrity 
and honor, was well worth imitating. 

Mr. Winter was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany. February 19, 183 r, 
and was the son of Frederick A. Winter and wife. He grew to maturity in 
his native land and was educated in the common schools. When he reached 
manhood he was united in marriage with Henrietta Brunemeier, also a native 
of the community in the fatherlafid just mentioned. 

In 1869 Mr. and Mrs. Winter emigrated to America and after stopping 
a short time at Eldora, Iowa, came on to Grant township, Hardin county, 
and bought forty acres in section 2, there being a small old log house nearby 
in which they lived for awhile. Their neighbors were few and far between, 
this part of Grant township being nearly all new, wild prairie, much of it 
marshy and as yet unsettled. They went to work with a will and improved 
their small farm, undergoing many of the hardships incident to pioneer life. 
In two or three years they had a good start and built a large, comfortable 
dwelling. Prospering through his diligence and good management, Mr. Win- 
ter bought more land from time to time, until at one time he owned land in 
Cirant, Ellis and Buckeye townships, aggregating, as above stated, nearly four- 
teen hundred acres. He improved as much of it as possible and rendered it 
very valuable. No man of his day was more industrious, no man could have 
worked harder. In those early days he had to fight prairie fires, drain marshes 
and many other hard tasks fell to him. He did his full share in developing 
the county and was very active in furthering the good of his community in 
every way. He assisted in organizing the Lutheran church at Hubbard, he 
and his wife being among the constituent members. He was a director in the 
public schools for many years and did much to further educational work here. 

There were ten children in his family, named as follows: Mary wh#- 
married Herman Panton, lives three and one-half miles southwest of Eldora: 
Maggie married William Hartwig,-a sketch of whom appears herein; they 
live in the eastern part of Grant township; Frederick A., Jr.. who lives on his 
farm in section 14, Grant township, has a sketch in this work; Louis lives 
two and one-half miles northwest of Buckeye ; Henry, whose sketch appears 
herein, lives on the home place in Grant township; Etta is the wife of Carl 
Reinert, a farmer in section 13, Grant township, a sketch of whom appears in 
this volume; Minnie is the wife of Carl Roemer and they live at Famhamville. 

(64) 
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Iowa; Frederica is at home with her mother; Anna married Otto Kulow and 
they live near Cottage, this county; Alvina died in infancy. 

Mrs. Winter now lives on the original home farm in Grant township. 
She is a woman of many sterling characteristics and has a host of friends 
throughout the county. The death of Mr. Winter occurred on October 6. 
1908, at the age of seventy-seven years, seven months and eighteen days. 
His place in the community cannot be filled and he will long be deeply 
deplored. 



NOAH C. GIBBS. 

North Carolina, that state famed for the sturdy independence of her early 
inhabitants, has sent to Hardin county many of her sons and daughters who 
took useful and honorable places in that county and have become among its 
foremost citizens. Among other well known families who emigrated from 
North Carolina first to Indiana, and later to Hardin county. Iowa, as many 
families in Providence township did, the Gibbs family especially deserves 
mention in this work. 

Noah C. Gibbs, a farmer and stock raiser of section 36. Providence town- 
ship, Hardin county, was born on May 21, 1847, in Yadkin county, North 
Carolina, the son of William and Tempy (Brown) Gibbs. His parents were 
natives of North Carolina and farmers there. William Gibbs was four times 
married. By his union with Tempy Brown were born the following children: 
Nancy, the wife of Allen Newby, whose sketch see; John, of Providence town- 
ship; Henry, of Providence township; and Noah. Noah received his early 
education in North Carolina. In 1865 he came to Indiana, and there married 
Caroline Smith, a native of Indiana, who died in her native state in 1878, aged 
about twenty-five, leaving no children. In 1873 Noah Gibbs had come to 
Hardin county. Iowa, but later moved back to Indiana. In 1879 he returned 
to Hardin county. Iowa, and there married Sarah C. Farris, the daughter of 
Archibald and Flizabeth (Hill) Farris. Archibald Farris and his wife came 
to Hardin county in 1868. and located in section 16, Providence township, 
where they spent the remainder of their days and became respected resident?. 
Their children were : Sarah C, born on Octol>er 26, 1847; Elza, who married 
Maggie Whitehead; Mary Flizabeth. who married Joe Norman; an unnamed 
infant, deceased; Archie; Laura, now Mrs. De Roy Coler; and Lenada. who 
married E. Reed. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs have been lx>rn the following children: Ezra. 
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Ruth, Clinton, Mildred, Ethel, and an unnamed infant, deceased. Immediately 
after his second marriage Mr. Gibhs and his wife located on the farm where 
they now live, which Mr. Gibbs has greatly improved and where he has built 
a comfortable home. His farm is very fertile, has been ably cultivated, and 
has profitably rewarded the work which he has spent on it. Mr. Gibbs has 
filled local school offices. A man of very genial temperament and accommo- 
dating in disposition, he has many friends among those who know him and 
are thus able to value him at his true worth. He is one of the substantial 
citizens of his township. 



ISAAC GIBBS. 



In remembering the life of Isaac Gibbs. who is now numbered with the 
silent sleepers in death's garden, where we all shall meet, one cannot help 
recalling numerous kindly acts and charitable and public spirited deeds, as a 
result of which he won a warm place in the hearts of all with whom he came 
into contact and was one of the worthy and honored men of his day and 
generation in Hardin county, consequently is richly deserving of conspicuous 
mention in a history of the same. 

Mr. Gibbs was born in Yadkin county, North Carolina, May 15, 1849, 
and is the son of John and Sarah (Norman) Gibbs, both natives of the same 
county where they spent their lives, Mr. Gibbs having been a hatter by trade. 
His death occurred when his son, Isaac of this review, was a small boy. In 
his family were four children, namely: Nancy married George Kettle, of Yad- 
kin county. North Carolina; the second child, a son, died in infancy; Isaac of 
this review ; David came to Hardin county, Iowa, in an early day and later 
moved to Kansas. 

Isaac Gibbs had a limited education in the common schools of his native 
community. When a boy he lived several years with a cousin and worked 
on a farm. He was married October 7. 1877, to Susie Caudle, who was born 
April 9, 1859, ' n Yadkin county. North Carolina, the daughter of Moses and 
Susan (Sanders) Caudle, both of the county mentioned above. The father 
devoted his life to farming and he came to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1869 and 
settled in Providence township, later moved to Arkansas and there died in 
Octob>r, 1897. His wife died in Providence township, this county, on Janu- 
ary 24, 1890. He was a member of the Friends church, while she affiliated 
with the Methodists. They were the parents of seven children, namely: 
Amanda married Lewis Veach, of Providence township, this county; Rachael 
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married Herbert Myers, of Point Pleasant, Iowa; Sanders died single; San- 
ford is a fruit grower in Arkansas; he married Lillie Irwin; Cornelia mar- j,-.. 
ried Henry Gibbs and now lives at Xorlh Yakima, Washington; Susie, wife 
of the subject ; Anise married O. R. Hutchens, of Grundy county, Iowa. 

The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs: Myrtle A. 
married Sherman Wooten, of Providence township, this county, where he is 
extensively engaged in farming; Mrs. Wooten was a music teacher for several 
years and is a lady of talent in this line; she has three children, Wendell, 
Wallace and an infant son. Goldie Ada Gibbs married Garfield Wooten. a 
farmer of Providence township.* Hardin county; he is a successful farmer and 
he and his wife live on the old homestead of the subject of this sketch. The 
two daughters of the subject are well educated and highly accomplished. 

After his marriage Mr. Gibbs and his wife located in Providence town- 
ship, Hardin county, where they rented land four years. In 1881 they came 
to the place where Mrs. Gibbs now resides in Providence township, formerly ^ 
known as the George Masters place. When they took possession it was not 
very well improved, there being a small house and an old stable on it, but Mr. 
Gibbs was a hard worker and a good manager and he developed one of the 
best farms in the township here, and in 1901 he started to build his fine mod- 
ern home, which was completed in 1902. It is one of the attractive and cozy ^ 
homes of the county. He also built a large, substantial barn and made such 
other improvements as brought his place up to an equality with any in the 
community. At one time he owned five hundred and twenty acres of choice 
land, and was regarded by all as one of the leading agriculturists of his local- 
ity. Mrs. Gibbs now owns one hundred and eighty-two acres of the old home- 
stead. Mr. Gibbs devoted his life to farming and raised and fed a great deal 
of stock. Politically he was a Republican, but never aspired to public office. 
The death of this excellent citizen occurred on December 13, 1908. He had 
lived an exemplary life and was highly respected by a wide circle of friends ^ 
and acquaintances. 

. 

GEORGE HESLOP. 

The agricultural interests of Alden township, Hardin county, have an 
able representative in George Heslop. a man who has succeeded in his chosen 
life work because he has worked persistently along such lines as cannot well 
fail in bringing success. He never lets the grass grow under his feet, but is < 
always busy, and he believes in doing well whatever he attempts, thus, by 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. IOI3 

having system in all his work, he has forged to the front and is in every way 
deserving of the respect in which he is held by all who know him. 

Mr. Heslop was born October II, 1863, in Lafayette county, Wiscon- 
sin. He is the son of John Heslop, who was born in 1809 in Yorkshire, 
England, and there grew to maturity, emigrating to America in 1830, the 
long voyage being made in an old-fashioned sailing vessel. He married Mar- 
tha Thompson, of Lancastershire, England, after arriving in this country, 
whither she had come with her parents when twelve years of age. Mr. 
Heslop landed at New Orleans and later came north to Wisconsin and worked 
in the lead mines at New Diggings. His death occurred in 1869. and his 
widow survived until 1890, reaching the age of sixty-eight years. They were 
members of the Methodist church. Their family consisted of seven children, 
namely : Lizzie, who married James Roe, lives in Lafayette county, Wis- 
consin; Maggie, who married John Cramer, of the last mentioned county, is 
deceased; John, a hunter and trapper, lives in Montana; Tillie, who married 
John Urmson, lives in Alden, Iowa; Joe died iti early life; George, of this 
review; Luella, who married Henry Ripley, lives at Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa. 

George Heslop, of this review, received a limited education in the com- 
mon schools and when fifteen years old he started to work out. In 1883, when 
twenty years old. he came to Hardin county, Iowa, locating in Alden town- 
ship. 

On December 24, 1889. Mr. Heslop was united in marriage with Mary J. 
Urmson. of Lafayette county. Wisconsin, daughter of James Urmson and 
wife, a highly respected family. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Heslop. namely : Bessie, Lee and James. 

After 1883 Mr. Heslop rented land a year in Alden township and in 
1884, having saved his money, he bought one hundred and sixty-five acres 
where he now resides in Alden township. Since then he has added eighty 
acres, being now the owner of two hundred and forty-five acres. It had a 
small two-roomed house and a straw barn. He went to work diligently and 
in due course of time had his place under excellent improvements, a good, 
substantial home and outbuildings and was raising abundant crops and con- 
siderable live stock. He built his fine home in 1905; his convenient and 
modern bank barn is forty by seventy-six feet. He makes a specialty of 
short-horn and Durham cattle, and feeds a goodly number besides from year 
to year, also raises Duroc-Jersey Red hogs and Belgian horses. His stock, 
being of superior grades and well handled, never fail to bring a good price 
when offered for sale. 
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Mr. Heslop has always been active in political affairs and has held a 
number of township offices on the Republican ticket. He has been elec:d 
one of the county supervisors for 191 2. Fraternally, he belongs to the Ma- 
sons, Blue Lodge No. 366, at Alden, and Evergreen Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons, at Eldora. He stands high in all circles in the county, being a man 
of proper principles, honest and public-spirited. 



LESLIE GILBERT ARTHUR. 

The history of a country or of a community is the history of the men and 
women who have lived and acted within its territory. In the present sketch 
a brief record is given of several of the representative men and women of 
Union township, Hardin county, Iowa, the ancestors of the estimable young 
man whose name heads this article, men and women who have borne a pan 
in the development of the community from a wilderness to a productive agri- 
cultural region, and have thus aided themselves, posterity and the race by their 
work. 

Alexander Blackwood Arthur, the father of Leslie G. Arthur, was bom 
in Canada in 1846, and died in Union township, Hardin county, on February 
9, 1908. He was the son of Joseph Arthur, who was of Irish parentage, 
while his wife was of Scotch parentage. They spent their life on a farm, and 
were the parents of the following children. Joseph, William, Alexander Black- 
wood, John, Robert, Elizal>eth, Mary, Agnes, Barbara, Ann and Christina 
Alexander received his early education in Canada and served in the militia 
during the Fenian raid. In 1866 he came to Iowa, and for a time followed 
railroad work, then bought land in section 26, Union township, Hardin county, 
and spent the remainder of his active life on the farm, where he prospered 
For his last few years he lived in the village of Union. 

In 1874 Alexander B. Arthur married Eliza G. Spurlin, who was the 
daughter of Samuel and Susan (Raver) Spurlin. Samuel Spurlin was the 
cousin of Daniel Spurlin, deceased, mentioned elsewhere in this work. He 
came to Iowa in 1854. when his daughter Eliza was five years old. his family 
consisting of her and Julia and Susan, two children by a former marriage with 
Susan Cox. After coming to Iowa the following children were born to Mr 
and Mrs. Spurlin: Esther. Louis. William. David. Hiram and John. Mr 
Spurlin and his family drove through from Whiteside county, Illinois, to Felix 
township. Grundy r-nrnty. Iowa, and on the dav before Christmas erected a h>.: 
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cabin. On this farm Mr. and Mrs. Spurlin lived until his death, in 1890, at 
the age of ninety, and hers, on September 12, 1897, at the age of seventy- 
nine. Both are buried in Hauser cemetery in Union township, Hardin county. 
Mr. Spurlin was a stanch Republican, and a consistent member of the Chris- 
tian church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Arthur were the parents of seven children, the 
eldest and the second of whom, Elfa, died in infancy; Leslie G. is the third in 
order of birth; Guy is an electrical engineer in Washington; Jessie teaches in 
the Union schools; Nellie married Bert Glass; Raymond R. is at Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Leslie G. Arthur was reared on the farm of his father and there grew 
to manhood. In November, 1904, he married Anna Bell Templeton, the 
daughter of John L. and Rebecca Templeton, pioneer settlers of Union town- 
ship. To this marriage three children were born, Bessie W., Edna M. and 
Goldie A., bright and interesting little folks. 

Mr. Arthur spent three years after his marriage on the old Middleton 
farm in Union township, and since his father's death has had charge of his 
estate. He is a young man of ability and promise and has many friends in 
the community in which he lives and is known. 



ANDREW SPURLIN. 

Among the able and enterprising farmers of the fertile township of 
Union, Hardin county, none deserves mention in a work such as this more than 
does Andrew Spurlin, who owns an excellent and well improved farm, the 
very appearance of which bespeaks for its possessor prosperity and expertness 
in agriculture. 

Andrew Spurlin was born in Hardin county, Iowa, and is the son of 
Daniel Spurlin, who was born in Yadkin county, North Carolina, on March 
1, 1807, and married Ann Jane Swift, who was born in Pennsylvania on May 
20, 1807. They moved to Ohio, from there to Indiana, and in 1816 went to 
Mercer county Illinois, and settled on a farm there. In 1851 they came to 
Union township, Hardin county, Iowa, among the first settlers, taking up one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in section 14, and, putting up a log cabin, 
started to make a home. Mr. Spurlin was the first blacksmith in that region 
and people came for miles around to get work done. His children carried 
on the farm work. He was a Democrat but never held office, and a member 
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of the Christian church, a most respected resident of the communities in which 
he lived. He died in 1867, and his wife also is deceased. They were the 
parents of the following children: Ellen J., now Mrs. Liscomb, of Marshall 
county. Iowa; Zachariah, of Ackley, Minnesota; Jeremiah, deceased; Samuel 
R., whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Andrew; Daniel F., who 
was born on November 3, 1855, married, on July 4, 1881, Etta Adams, of 
Illinois, lives on a part of the old Union township homestead, and has five 
children, Leroy F., a publisher of Chicago, Illinois; Bessie, a music teacher; 
Harold, operating a restaurant in Union; Lena F., a teacher; and Claud, at 
home ; Delilah, who married, first, William Sloan, and second, Albert Piatt, of 
Parker, South Dakota; Mary. 

Andrew Spurlin was educated in the home schools and has spent his life 
on the home farm, part of which he owns. He was married on February 29, 
1900, to Marie Adams, who was born in Illinois, the daughter of Daniel and 
Lucy (Coleman) Adams. Her father was a native of Columbus, Ohio, her 
mother of Illinois, and they came to Iowa in 1858, settling near Gifford, where 
Mr. Adams was a merchant. Mrs. Adams died on May 9, 1907, and Mr. 
Adams now lives with his son-in-law, Andrew Spurlin. Mr. and Mrs. Adams 
were the parents of five children: II. L., of Northwood, Iowa; Etta, the wife 
of Daniel Spurlin ; Millie, who married John McConnell, of Portland, Oregon; 
Efrie, who married Howard Lancaster, of Liscomb, Iowa; and Marie. 

Mr. Spurlin is a member of the Church of God, his wife of the Disciples 
church. They have many friends in the neighborhood, and are prominent in 
its social life, while their handsome home is always open to friends and 
acquaintances. 



BENJAMIN C. DEAN. 

Among the successful farmers and stock men of Pleasant township. 
Hardin county, is Benjamin C. Dean, who was born in Pleasant township on 
the home farm. He is the son of John and Susan (Cole) Dean, the father 
a native of Knoxvillc, Illinois, and the latter of near Columbus, Ohio. The 
father, when six months old, came with his parents, Robert and Catherine 
(Donohtte) Dean, to Lynn county. Iowa, and remained there until the 'fall of 
1854 or 1855. w hen they moved to Hardin county and located in Tipton town- 
ship. At the breaking out out of the Civil war Robert Dean enlfsted m the 
Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry and served in a most gallant manner until 
the close of the conflict. The close of the war found the subject's grandfather 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



MRS. SUSAN DEAN 



Digitized by Google 




JOHN DEAN 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



near the old home at Nashville, Tennessee. He fell ill and died there December 
3, 1864, at the age of fifty years, having been born on December 10, 18 14. John 
A. Dean, father of the subject, was born December 1, 1837, was married April 
6, 1864. and his death occurred on August 3, 1904. He was also in the Union 
army, having enlisted in Company B, Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
serving five years in a most faithful manner. He was in Sherman's march to 
the sea and was in the Grand Review in Washington, D. C. He had many 
narrow escapes from death and being captured. He was married while at 
home on a furlough. 

John A. Dean purchased the farm in Pleasant township, this county, 
where his son, Benjamin C, now lives. This was shortly after he returned 
home from the army and he improved it from time to time, built a good 
dwelling and other buildings and made a success as a farmer and stock 
raiser. He secured some tree seeds while stopping along the road upon his 
trip here from Eldora. Iowa, and planted them ; now the trees are very 
large. He devoted his life principally to general farming and was a self-made 
man, and owing to his many fine traits of character, he was well liked by 
everybody, being honest in all his dealings. He never aspired to offices of 
public trust. Politically, he was a Republican. He was a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. His death occurred on August 3, 1904. His 
wife was born on November 12, 1840, and died March 15, 1904. 

Benjamin C. Dean was the only child horn to his parents. He received 
a fairly good education in the schools of New Providence, having attended 
the academy there. He lived on the home farm, which he worked faithfully 
until his marriage, on November 26. 1903, to Sarah Mclinda Pickering, 
daughter of Larkin and Eunice (Bond) Pickering, both natives of Indiana, 
having come to Hardin county. Iowa, about forty years ago, locating in 
Providence township. One child was born to Mr. Dean and his first wife, 
Lena, whose birth occurred on March 21, 1906. Mr. Dean's first wife passed 
to her rest on March 27, 1906, and on May 23, 1907, he was married to 
Delia Winslow, daughter of Henry and Eliza J. (Rush) Winslow, both liv- 
ing in Marshall county, Iowa, where they settled thirty years ago. 

Mr. Dean has devoted his life to farming and has been very successful. 
He has kept the home place well improved and has a good home and excellent 
outbuildings. Like his father and grandfather before him. he takes a great 
interest in public affairs, especially educational. He likes to tell of the 
days wnen the first school organized iti f iptdh township Vas taught in hrs 
grandfather Dean's cabin by a Mr. Goodhue. The Deans have always been 
known to be men of progressive ideas. 
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JOHN GRAHAM. 

This review deals with the life of a man who came to Iowa at a very 
early date, among its first settlers, and who became a farmer of prominence, 
made his name respected, and left a family of sons and daughters who have 
kept the family reputation, and are fulfilling their duties in their various sta- 
tions of life. To win the greatest success in this age one must be an expert, 
even in farming, and John Graham recognized this and became an expert in 
the raising of Oxford-down sheep, winning a wide reputation for his success 
in their breeding. His sons learned the secrets of his art from him, and are 
now carrying on the work which he began even more successfully than he. 

John Graham was born in Madison county, Illinois, on September 15, 
1832. When he was two years old his parents, John and Sarah (Mason) 
Graham, moved to Dubuque, Iowa, and thus were among the earliest settlers 
in the state. At the age of twenty-one John, Jr., was infected with the gold 
craze, which overran the country, and went to California to seek his fortune, 
where he remained five years among exciting experiences. On his return he 
took up farming, and on June 18, 1862, married Elizabeth Palmer, of 
Dubuque, who was horn in 1838, the daughter of John and Mary (Guither) 
Palmer. In 1867 John and his wife moved to Benton county, where he 
bought land and remained farming until 1871, when he moved to Hardin 
county and bought one hundred and sixty acres of improved land for which 
he paid about twenty-five dollars per acre. This same land is now worth in 
the neighborhood of one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. He began the 
breeding of Oxford-down sheep, and became noted throughout this section 
of the state because of the fine specimens which he produced. This business 
has a most enviable reputation and is now continued by his sons. Eight 
years before his death, which occurred on December 14, 1909, he moved to 
Eldora, and there his widow now lives. In politics he was independent, but 
during the war was a Republican. John Graham was a man of sterling char- 
acter, was well liked, and prospered more than ordinarily for a fanner, at the 
time of his death owning two hundred and forty acres of land. 

John and Elizabeth Graham were the parents of seven children: Edward 
E., who was born on May 21, 1863, lives in Texas; Henry I., who was born 
on January 17. 1865. lives in Hardin county near Hubbard, and married 
Gladys Swayzc; Clara B., who was born on October 20, 1867, married Thomas 
Hoadley, of Minnesota; Fanny A., who was born on November 19. 1869; 
John P.. born May 3. 1874 ; Charley C. ; Diego G. who was born on May 9, 
1 88 1, is living in Eldora with his mother. 
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John P. Graham was born on May 3, 1874, on his father's farm in 
Eldora township, and was educated in the grammar schools. He has de- 
voted his life to farming, and now owns two hundred and forty acres of land 
in South Dakota and Canada. Beginning with his father, for twenty years 
he has been raising Oxford-down sheep, and has been largely responsible for 
the success of the farm in this respect. He shows his sheep at the important 
fairs and agricultural exhibitions of the state, and in the last year won fifty- 
two ribbons. His native intelligence and long study of his particular breed 
have made him unexcelled in his line. In politics he is a Republican. He is 
unmarried. 

Charley C. Graham was born on January 20, 1875, on n ' s father's farm, 
attended the common schools, and stayed on the farm with his father and 
brother, engaging in sheep raising, until 1906, when he moved to his present 
farm. On December 5, 1906, he was married to Kate Ward, who was born in 
Vermilion county, Illinois, in November, 1881, the daughter of Jack and 
Hannah (Moser) Ward. She was one of four children, Ed, Fred, Kate and 
Ethel. To this marriage two children have been born, Eva May and John 
Roy, healthy, bright and interesting babies. In politics Charley Graham is a 
Democrat. He follows general and stock farming, and is one of the enter- 
prising and progressive young farmers of the community. 

Both John and Charley Graham are well liked and popular, and recog- 
nized as among the substantial citizens of the township. 



JOHN JOHNSON. 

A history of Hardin county must give much space to the annals of its 
agriculturists, for it is pre-eminently an agricultural county. Among the 
solid and substantial representative farmers of the county is John Johnson, 
who resides on the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 36, 
Union township, on a fertile and well improved farm. When he came to his 
present farm in 1870 there were on it no buildings save a frame shanty, and 
all the buildings now standing were erected by him, and he has brought his 
land into a high state of cultivation. 

John Johnson was born in Knox county. Ohio. July 2, 1845, the son of 
William and Katie (Strieker) Johnson, natives of Pennsylvania, who settled 
in Ohio and there spent their lives in farming, Mr. Johnson dying at the age ■ 
of seventy-two and his wife at the age of sixty-four. Plain, honest and hard- 
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working, they led an upright life which gained the respect of all who knew 
them. They were the parents of six children: Isaac, a farmer of Ohio; 
Elizabeth, who married Lewis Hardesty and died in Ohio ; Phoebe, who died 
at the age of twelve ; John ; Hannah, the widow of William Kelly, now living 
in Ohio; and William, of Ohio. 

John Johnson came from Ohio to Hardin county, Iowa, in 1870 and 
located on his present farm. In 1871 he was married to Jane McLarnan, the 
daughter of James and Acious (Hall) McLarnan, who spent their lives in 
Ohio. Mrs. Johnson was one of nine children: George, who died in Ohio; 
Mary, who married Joseph Scott and is now living at Liscomb, Iowa; Joshua, 
of Boone county, Iowa; Nancy, the wife of William Latham, who died in 
Ohio; Thomas, of Marshalltown, Iowa; James, of Ohio; Jane, the wife of 
John Johnson; Caleb, who died in Ohio; and Obadiah, who died in Colorado. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are the parents of four children : Herbert D. lives 
near Liscomb, Iowa, and married Mabel Gould; Coda C. married Thomas 
Thatcher, and resides near her old home ; Delia married C. H. Early, of Whit- 
ing, Iowa; and Emma married Benjamin Morrison, of Grundy county, Iowa. 

John Johnson has spent forty years of his life on his present farm and 
during that time has given his attention chiefly to the farm and his family. 
Energetic, industrious and thrifty, he has gained for himself a competence for 
his later days, and has proved himself to be a skillful farmer and manager. 



GEORGE F. ALTHOUSE. 

In touching upon the life history of George F. Althouse, editor and pub- 
lisher of The World at Ackley, Hardin county, the biographer aims to avoid 
fulsome encomium and extravagant praise, yet he desires to hold up for con- 
sideration these facts which have shown the distinction of a true, useful and 
honorable life, which has been characterized by broad charity, perseverance, 
energy and well defined purpose. To do this will be but to reiterate the dic- 
tum pronounced upon Mr. Althouse by the people who have known him so 
long and well. He is widely known as a writer of unusual felicity of expres- 
sion whose facile pen has delighted thousands of readers. United in his 
composition are so many elements of a sohd and practical nature, which dur- 
ing a series of years have 'brought him into prominent notice and earned for 
him a conspicuous place among the enterprising «ien of the county of his 
residence, that "ft is but just recognition of his wOrfh to speak at some length 
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of his life and achievements which have been through struggles to triumph 
his career exemplifying the fact that there is no royal road to success and 
that he never fails who never gives up. 

Mr. Althouse was born in Waterloo, Iowa. April 19. 1869, the scion of 
a sterling old pioneer family of the Hawkeyc state, being the son of John 
and Margaret (Feusner) Althouse. lie grew to manhood at Waterloo, and 
when twelve years of age he began working before and after school, and on 
Saturdays worked in the offices of the tVaterloo Tribune and Courier and de- 
livered these popular papers to numerous patrons. When only sixteen years of 
age he was foreman in charge of the Waterloo Tribune, and he has continued 
in the newspaper business ever since. When about seventeen years of age 
lie went to Chicago and worked on the Chicago Herald, that splendid news- 
paper having at that time perhaps the speediest typesetters in the United 
States, then owned by J. XV. Scott, and considered one of the leaders, typo- 
graphically, in the entire country. In early boyhood, at Waterloo, when that 
memorable and historic case was before the American people — when Presi- 
dent Garfield's life was hanging by a thread and the people were anxiously 
watching the bulletin boards, and the trial of President Garfield's assassin, 
Charles Guiteau, was eagerly sought and read, he sold daily over two hundred 
Chicago Heralds at five cents per copy and established an enviable record 
as a *'ncwsv." lie had also a regular list of customers at that time for the 
then pioneer daily paper of the northwest, the Pioneer Press of St. Paul, and 
thus he early developed the ability to hustle for himself. When nineteen 
years of age he went to St. Paul. Minnesota, where he remained four years 
on the Globe and the Pioneer Press. Later he went south, working at St. 
Louis, Memphis and other places down the Mississippi river on various news- 
papers, remaining in Memphis some time, returning to St. Louis, thence back 
to his old stamping grounds at home. He was about twenty-three years of 
age when he went to Marshalltown. Iowa, and took charge of the mechanical 
side of the Marshalltown Statesman, at the time the leading Democratic 
newspaper of central Iowa. Returning to Waterloo about eight months later, he 
entered the employ of Matt Parrott & Sons, being assistant to Low G. Par- 
rott on the blank book side of that splendidly equipped and thoroughly estab- 
lished printing plant. He returned home to be with his parents; his mother's 
death occurred in the summer of 1893. Desiring to engage in business on 
Ws own responsibility and the opportunity presenting itself, in 1895 Mr. 
Althouse bought the .Icklcy World; he has owned, edited and guided its 
course successfully through the years: he has been very successful in the 
management of the paper, having built it up to one of the best and most sub- 
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stantial papers of its type in the state, greatly increasing its attractiveness 
from a mechanical standpoint and rendering it much more valuable as an 
advertising medium; its circulation has steadily increased and it wields a 
strong influence in this section of the state, its columns being filled with the 
latest news of the day, carefully arranged and its editorial section set forth 
in convincing and attractive style, and the editorial opinion of the paper is 
frequently quoted by the larger publications of Iowa. 

Mr. Althouse has had a very extensive experience in the newspaper field. 
When a lad at Dubuque, Iowa, he joined Typographical Union No. 22, and in 
all the matters that have engrossed the attention of labor, and union labor in 
particular, he has taken a lively interest and has held his membership in th- 
union ever since. However, he being now an employer, is an honorary mem- 
ber of this organization, and has always manifested a lively interest in the 
welfare of the union. At the time of his removal from Waterloo to Ackley 
he intended to stay only two years, while pursuing a certain course of study, 
but becoming identified with the life of the community, prospering and buying 
property, he found it to his interest to remain longer, and he has taken his 
place in the front rank of representative citizens in this locality. 

From boyhood Mr. Althouse has been an active and influential worker 
in the Democratic party, although in the campaign of 1896 and 1900, with jhe 
"gold standard coinage of money" the leading issue, opposed as he was to 
"free silver," he remained steadfast; believing that the true principles of 
Democracy would ultimately triumph, he continued to force the issue for the 
party in the third district, through the avenue of his newspapers. The World 
and Ehlora Enterprise. For several years he has been secretary of the Demo- 
cratic county central committee. His paper has been devoted to the interests 
of the community and state and to Democracy in a very noteworthy manner, 
and during campaigns it has wielded a very potent influence. 

Mr. Althouse is widely known to the newspaper fraternity as a man of 
exceptional ability along mechanical lines. Kven as a boy he was a speedy 
compositor. Away back in July. 1892, the Cedar Rapids Gazette said of him 
that he was one of the speediest typos in the Northwest. Iowa's crack typo, 
probably the fastest compositor in the Northwest. "His actions at the case." 
said the Gazette, "are steady, regular, and. in the vernacular of the typo, as 
pretty as a new quad. His work is clean and well justified. Besides being 
speedy, he is considered one of the best job compositors in the country. ha« 
good taste and takes great pride in his work. He is a genial young man and 
has a host of friends in the 'profession.' " His adroitness has been due to some 
extent, no doubt, from the fact that his father taught him to have method and 
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system about everything he did, and that to succeed one should be able to do 
things both quickly and well. His father and mother were pioneers of Black 
Hawk county. They came direct to Waterloo, Iowa, from Germany in 1861, 
where John Althouse (his father) established a wagon and carriage factory, 
conducting the business up to the time of his death. He become well and 
firmly established. He was energetic and progressive and prospered in var- 
ious lines and was a stockholder in different companies and semi-public or- 
ganizations and associations. His death occurred in January, 1897, and that 
of his wife in August, 1893. The children have kept the large estate to- 
gether, maintaining the old homestead just as it was. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. John Althouse were as follows : George 
F., of this review, was fifth in order of birth; the oldest son, George — the 
parents following the customs of the fatherland — died in early youth; his two 
brothers, Henry and Lewis, both of Waterloo, being older than he; Charles 
and Edward are also dead ; one sister, Elizabeth, died at the age of seventeen 
years; the remaining sisters, all younger, are Mrs. J. O. Coombs, of Sioux 
Falls; Mrs. R. T. Heywood, of Bowman, North Dakota; Mrs. Frank T. 
Setchel, of Sandwich, Illinois. 

George F. Althouse was married in Ackley, in 1896, to his cousin, Kath- 
rine, and to this union three children have been born, Ruth, Margaret and 
George. 

Mr. and Mrs. Althouse are members of the Presbyterian church, and 
fraternally he belongs to the Masons, the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and the Modern Woodmen of America. Per- 
sonally he is a genial, approachable, pleasant gentleman, a good mixer and 
has been popular with the newspaper fraternity as well as the general public 
wherever he is known. 



NELSON O. HAUSER. 

The Hauser family is one of the best known and most highly esteemed 
of the older families of Hardin county, and many of its members appear in 
this work. All who have borne the family name have been men and women 
who have in all places and at all times fulfilled their duties, and the honor of 
the family has never been tarnished by unworthiness on the part of its mem- 
bers. The subject of the present sketch is a prominent and prosperous farmer 
of Union township, who is respected and esteemed by his neighbors, and whose 
home and farm are evidences of a competent management. 
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N. O. Hauser was born on the old Hauser homestead on October 3, 1856, 
the son of T. N. Mauser, whose sketch see. He spent his boyhood on the 
farm. In 1880 he and his father fenced the farm in section 24, Union town- 
ship, on which N. O. now lives, and improved the home. In that year Mr. 
Hauser was married to Ellen Cridcr, the daughter of Capt. H. S. Crider. 
who was a captain in the One Hundred and Fifty -eighth Pennsylvania In- 
fantry during the Civ il war. He moved to Union township, Hardin county, 
Iowa, in 1875. and, engaging in stock dealing, became well known. He was 
twice married, the first time to Elizabeth Weiland, who died in Pennsylvania; 
the second time to Emma Skinner. He was the father of ten children, whose 
names follow: Kate married D. D. Smith; - Jacob married Anna Weaver; 
Joseph married Sarah Black ; Elizabeth married the Rev. J. Quigley; William 
married Anna Kendig; Jennie is deceased; Ellen married N. O. Hauser; 
Clementine married B. A. Cramer; Grace married E. B. Arney; Alice is de- 
ceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Hauser are the parents of eight children, five living 
and three deceased: Lloyd L. was born in Union township, on November 27. 
1882. and educated in the home schools. He married, on December 19, 1906. 
Mary Mabie. the daughter of A. J. and Georgiana (Evans) Mabie. Mr. 
Mabie is engaged in the coal and grain business in Whitten. Iowa. Lloyd L. 
Hauser is the father of one child, Nina G. He is a general merchant at 
Whitten. Iowa, a member of the firm of Lyon & Hauser. and is a member of 
the Odd Fellows at Union, Iowa. He and his wife are consistent members 
of the Christian church. Howard, Ruth, and Margie, the younger children of 
N. O. Hauser. are at home. Evalena is a teacher in Hardin county. The 
deceased children were : Ona. Raymond and Jennie. 

Mr. Hauser has lived a life of usefulness and has found his farm to be 
a source of both happiness and prosperity. He is reckoned as one of the 
solid and substantial citizens of his township. 



CARL REINERT. 

One of the well known and progressive German farmers of Hardin 
county, who has a fine farm and a neat home in Grant township as a result 
of his industry and honest efforts, is Carl Reinert, who was born March 29. 
1872. in Brunswick. Germany. He is the son of Christ and Cordena 
(Schaper) Reinert. whose family consisted of eight children, four of whom 
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died in childhood in Germany. Carl, of this review, is the only one living of 
the sons; he has three sisters living, Dina, the wife of Ernest Hartwig, living 
near St. Anthony, in Story county; Gusta, wife of Henry German, lived 
near St. Anthony until 1910, then moved to Medalia, Minnesota; Lena is the 
wife of August Hunzelmann, also lives near St. Anthony. In 1881 Lena and 
her husband came to Stale Center, Marshall county, Iowa, and in 1882 the 
rest of the family came here. At that place Carl of this review grew to man- 
hood and both parents spent the rest of their lives there and are buried at 
State Center. The subject of this sketch received his education in the com- 
mon schools and on February 5, 1902, he was united in marriage with Etta 
Winter, daughter of Fred Winter, one of the prominent pioneers of that 
locality, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

The spring following his marriage the subject began farming in Grant 
township, this county, and here he has since resided, having met with a large 
degree of success as a farmer and stock raiser, having brought his farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres up to a high state of improvement. His success 
has been due in no small measure to his wife, who is a woman of strong 
characteristics, sound judgment and industrious. They are the parents of 
three sons, Waldemar, Wilbert and Carl. 

The subject and family belong to the Evangelical Lutheran church at 
Hubbard, standing well in the congregation. 



JOHN P. BRINDLE. 

One of the enterprising and well known young farmers of Providence 
township, Hardin county, is John P. Brindle, who is connected by blood and 
marriage with families prominent in his community, and who has himself 
made a success of his occupation and owns one of the best farms in the town- 
ship, situated on section 26. He was born in Hardin county, Iowa, on De- 
cember 24, 1874, the son of Mark and Mary (Farris) Brindle. 

Mark Brindle and his wife we're natives of North Carolina, who came to 
Hardin county in 1868. He was a young man and came alone, she coming 
with her parents, Nicholas H. and Milicent (Haider) Farris. Her father 
spent the remainder of his days, until his death in 1881, in Providence town- 
ship. He had been previously married to a Miss Stone, and by his marriage 
with Milicent Haider was the father of two children, Enoch and Mary. Mark 
Brindle was born in 1842, Mary Farris in 1847. They were married in 
(65) 
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Hardin county, where Mary F. Brindle died in 1883, and is buried in Buck- 
nell cemetery. Her husband later moved to Marshall county, where he now 
resides. The children of their marriage were three: Sadie, who married 
David Norman, of Providence township; John P.; and Charles, horn on 
October 19, 1876, who makes his home with his brother. 

John P. Brindle received his early education in the district schools of 
Hardin and Marshall counties, and lived with his father until his marriage, on 
June 7, 1899, to Efne Hadley, the daughter of Henry and Tempy (Tulburt) 
Hadley. Henry Hadley was horn on July 11, 1837, tne son of Jeremiah and 
Anna (Mills) Hadley, who came from Indiana to Hardin county in 1858 and 
settled on the farm now owned by Mr. Brindle. They were among the early 
settlers of the county and the prairie landsca]>e was broken by but few houses. 
They built up their farm from wild land, and lived on it until her death. Mr. 
Hadley is now residing in Wichita, Kansas. She lies in Chester cemetery 
Tempy Tulburt was Ixjrn on June 27, 1836, the daughter of William and 
Mary Tulburt, who were natives of North Carolina. Here the father of the 
family died, and in 185 1 the widow brought the family of ten children in 
wagons overland to Hardin county, Iowa, the family being one of the very 
first to settle in Providence township. They had never seen a railroad or 
train, and one night on the journey through they camped on the right of way 
of the railroad: the sight of the first train frightened them so that when they 
came to their senses the whole family had put the fence between themselves 
and the object of their terror. 

The children of Henry and Tempy Hadley were the following: F.llie 
was born on January 23. j86i. and died on April 22, 1876. Julia, torn on 
February 14. 1862. married J. K. Gray of Colorado, and died on March 3. 
1891. having become the mother of one child, Hugh, who was born on Febru- 
ary 21. 1891. and died on April 15. 1891. Edwin was born on October 19. 
1863. and was married on July 3. 1891, to Mintie Moon, who died on April 
26. 1908. leaving the following children : Faye. born April 23, 1892: Harold, 
born July ro. 1894; lone, born May 5. 1897; Julia Agnes, born October 15, 
1899: and Edwin C. born in Kansas on August 3, 1903. Anna was born on 
October 12. 1865. married on July 3, 1889, to A. V. Gray, a brother of J. 
K. Gray, and died on October 27, 1892, having become the mother of one 
child, Ross, born on November 16, 1891, who died on September 25. 1892. 
Clarkson w as born on November 5. 1867, and died on August 7. 1869. Effie 
C now Mrs. John P. Brindle. was born on August 18, 1876. 

After his marriage John P. Brindle lived for four years in Liberty town- 
ship. Marshall county. Iowa, then came to his present farm in Providence 
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township, Hardin county, where he has since carried on genera) farming and 
stock raising very profitably and has shown his capability in that line. He 
is a man who by the companionability of his nature has made many friends, 
who esteem him at his true worth. In religion he is a member of the Friends 
church. To Mr. and Mrs. Brindle have been born the following children, the 
two eldest of whom were born in Marshall county : Clark H., born on April 
24, 1900; Joy F., born on December 29, 1902; Mary Louise, born on August 
26, 1907, and Luther Marcus, born on February 7, 1909. 



ISAAC S. HARRIS. 

One of the best known and most progressive citizens of Union, Hardin 
county, is Isaac S. Harris, a man who has succeeded at his chosen life work 
because he has labored persistently and earnestly along conservative lines. 
He was born at Salem, Iowa, February 8, 1847, and ne ' s tne son ot Cornelius 
and Patience (Pierson) Harris, both natives of the state of North Carolina, 
who came to Hardin county, Iowa, about 1852 and were first settlers. They 
spent their lives on a farm, and both died at Bangor, Iowa, he in 1865 and 
she in 1855. They were Quakers in religious belief. Seven children were 
born to them. Cornelius Harris was twice married, his second wife being 
Lydia George, of Iowa. She died in Kansas in 1900. Two children were 
born of this second union. Three children are living by the first wife, namely : 
Isaac S. of this review; Maria lives near Whitten, Hardin county; Isom lives 
in Osceola, Iowa. To the second union Kmmons and Will C. Harris, of Burr 
Oak, Kansas, were born. 

Isaac C. Harris of this review received but a limited education. He was 
compelled to go between five and six miles to school. He started in life for 
himself when but a boy sixteen years old. He was one of the patriotic lads 
of the North who offered his services to the Union, during the great Rebellion, 
enlisting in February. 1864, in Company C, Forty-fifth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. He was sent to Nashville, Tennessee, and was in the battle there, 
later took part in numerous skirmishes. He was in the Army of the Cumber- 
land, and was sick a great deal during his service of a year and five months. 
He was discharged in July, 1865, after a faithful service, and returning to 
Iowa, he worked out near Bangor. He saved his money and later bought a 
good farm of one hundred and sixty acres south of Union, Iowa, and there 
made his home for thirty-two years. He made all the improvements on the 
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place and was very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser, and he de- 
veloped one of the best and richest farms in that locality. In iqo8 he bought 
six hundred and forty acres in Hyde county, South Dakota. 

Mr. Harris was married in 1873 to Lorain Humphrey, who was born 
in Columbiana county, Ohio, in 1855. She was the daughter of J. W. and 
Lydia (Stockwell) Humphrey, natives of Vermont. They came to Iowa in 
1858 and located in Winneshiek county. J. W. Humphrey died October 3, 
1898, at Cresco, Howard county, Iowa. Lydia Humphrey died April 16, 
1904, in Hardin county, Iowa. 

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Harris: Minnie married 
R. L. Anderson and they live in Union township, this county; Guy, who is 
farming in Hyde county, South Dakota, married Jenette Ross; Leo, who is 
farming in Hyde county, South Dakota, married Fannie Meloy; Carl C. is in 
the regular army, Third Regiment, now stationed at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia ; Nellie is living at home. Helen died at the age of two years. 

Mr. Harris has devoted his life to farming, having started in a small way, 
but he has achieved a large measure of success through his energy, courage 
and good management. Politically, he is a Republican and he is a member of 
the Methodist church and the Grand Army of the Republic. He is well 
known and has a host of warm personal friends throughout this locality. 



WILLIAM GILHAUS. 

Another of the enterprising and successful farmers and stock raisers of 
Hardin county, whose well improved and tastily kept landed estate in Sher- 
man township indicates both thrift and the exercise of sound judgment is 
William Gilhaus, who is an American by adoption only, but none the less 
patriotic and public-spirited to a praiseworthy degree. Being careful in his 
calculations, resourceful in his dealings and eminently honorable in his rela- 
tions with others, people have always reposed confidence in his word and his 
integrity has ever been above criticism. 

Mr. Gilhaus was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, August 8, 1856. and 
he is the son of Fred and I^ouisa ( Kielsmeier) Gilhaus, who were born, mar- 
ried and spent their lives in the old country, the father's occupation being a 
shepherd, and his death occurred in io/x>, his wife having preceded him to 
the grave in 1907. The following children were born to them; Fred, who 
became a soldier, died during the Franco-Prussian war : Henry is farming on 
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the old home place; Louisa died when twenty years of age; William, of this 
review ; August now lives in Kossuth, Iowa. 

The subject received his education in the home schools of Germany and 
remained with his parents until 1882, when he came to Hubbard, Iowa, and 
there worked a year for Herman Dryer, then rented land near Hubbard for 
five years. Thereby getting a good start, he bought one hundred and twelve 
acres in section 22, Sherman township, where he now resides. He pros- 
pered by reason of hard work and careful management and has added to his 
original purchase until he now has one of the choice farms of the township, 
consisting of two hundred and seventy-two acres, all in a fine state of cultiva- 
tion. He continued to live there until 1900, when he retired from active 
farming and moved to Hubbard, where he remained ten years, then returned 
to his farm, where he still lives. He has a good home and raises a good 
grade of live stock. He is also the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of 
good land in Grant township, and he still retains his fine home in Hubbard. 
He has made two trips back to Germany and each time has brought a nephew 
back with him and they work the farm of Mr. Gilhaus. 

On February 6, 1883, the subject was united in marriage with Henrietta 
Stock, a native of Lippe-Detmold. Germany, the daughter of John and Hen- 
rietta (Hoberg) Stock, natives of the above mentioned country, and they 
lived and died in Germany. Three children were born to them, namely: 
William, who died when eighteen years of age; Henrietta, wife of Mr. Gil- 
haus. of this sketch ; August is living in Germany. The subject and wife have 
no children. They are members of the Zion Evangelical Association of Hub- 
bard. Politically, he is a Republican, but has never held public office. 



EDMUND R. WRIGHT. 

One of the oldest residents of Providence township is Edmund R. 
Wright, a prosperous farmer and stock raiser, who was born near Richmond, 
Wayne county. Indiana, on February 5. 1828, is therefore eighty-two years 
old. twelve years above the generally allotted limit of man's life, but is still 
as hale and hearty as many a younger man. His life has been full of interest- 
ing experiences, and just half of it has been spent in Hardin county. Iowa, 
where his later successes have been made. 

Edmund R. Wright is a son of Cyrus and Marion (Cosand) Wright, 
the former a native of Guilford county. North Carolina, the latter of Randolph 



Digitized by Google 



HARDIN COUNTY, IOWA. 



county, the same state. They married in their native state, and emigrated 
to Indiana. Cyrus Wright died in 1877, at the age of seventy-five, and his 
wife died at age ninety-one. Both are huried at New Paris, Ohio. They ti 
were known to their neighbors as most honest people, friends to the down- 
trodden and oppressed, especially to the colored race, w hom they lived to sec 
emancipated from their bondage. They were consistent members of the 
Quaker church. Their children were: Enoch, who died in Indiana; Edmund 
R.; Eliza Jane, who married Charles Overman, and has spent her life in 
Indiana; Erank, who died in California May 14. 191 1 ; Nathan C. ; Charley, 
who served through the Civil war, and later came to Hardin county, but re- 
turned to Indiana, where he died ; William, who was killed while fighting in 
the Union army near Chattanooga. Tennessee. p. 

The education of Edmund R. Wright was received in the country schools, 
and as soon as he finished school he began selling goods and clerking in a 
store. This he continued for several years, following the vicissitudes of 
several firms who were burned out at various times and sold out. Mr. Wright 
was the right-hand man of each firm, and finally became a partner for a time, 
but during the exciting times of the war the president of the Lafayette & 
Indianapolis railroad induced him to take a passenger train as conductor. He 
filled this position w ithout mishap until 1809, w hen he came to Hardin county. 
Iowa, and located on his present farm, which was then raw prairie. Until 
his house was built he boarded at an adjoining farm and began to improve the 
place. He set out trees the size of whip stocks that are now giants of their 
kind. Mr. Wright has followed general farming and has found it very pay- 
ing. Being very fond of horses, he has given especial attention to their 
breeding and has the reputation for miles about of always having good horses. 
He also breeds hogs and cattle. In December, 1909, he was hurt by one of 
his horses and his right hand and arm crippled, w hich will permanently affect 
him. 

In politics Mr. Wright is a Republican and has taken an active part in 
the activities of his county, as well as in school work. He has filled the office 
of county supervisor, with an exceptional record for honest and efficient 
service. In religion he was born a member of the Quaker church. 

On June 19. 1867. Mr. Wright was married to Florence Kirby. a native 
of the same county as her husband, the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
Kirby. William Kirby was born on June 17. 1816, and spent his life as a 
merchant at Thorntown, Indiana, where he died on May 25. 1872. His wife 
was born on May 14. 1817. and died on May 23. 1882. Their children were: 
William, of Indiana, born on February 29. 1840; Mark, born on July 3. 1842. 
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died on April 10, 1869; Florence, born on August 2, 1844; Henry, born on 
August 20, 1846. died on February 6, 1882; Eleanor, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
born on April 5, 1849; Rosland. born on September 20, 185 1 , living in Chi- 
cago; Theodore born on June 17, 1854, lives with Mr. Wright; Lewis, born 
on July 15, 1857, died on January 9, 1889. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wright have one adopted daughter, Flossie, who was born 
on July 8, 1878. She married Ray Hall, of Fldora, Iowa, and is the mother 
of two children, Eleanor, aged six, and Carl, an infant. They now live at 
Rupert, Idaho, where Mr. Hall is in the employ of the government. 

Mr. Wright is a man of sterling character, much esteemed and loved by 
those who know him. and considered by all as one of the foremost citizens of 
Providence township. 



WILLIAM PARRISH. 

Of the farmers of Union township, Hardin county, one of the most capa- 
ble and most representative is William Parrish, who has led an industrious 
and hard-working life, is one of the solid and substantial men of his com- 
munity, and who owns an excellent farm which is cultivated in the most up- 
to-date manner and yields him abundant returns for his labor bestowed upon it. 

William Parrish was born in Grundy county, Iowa, June 20. 1864, on 
the old Parrish homestead. His father, Barrett Smith Parrish, was born in 
Ohio in 182 1 and came to Indiana with his future father-in-law, William 
Martin, and married there Martha J. Martin, who was, like himself, a native 
of Ohio. He came to Grundy county, Iowa, in 1856, and lived there until 
the spring of 1902. when he moved from Grundy county to Whitten. Iowa, 
where he died on March 13. 1905. and where his widow now lives. For 
several years he was connected in the lumber business with T. X. Hauser at 
Union. Iowa. The most of bis time was spent on his farm, in the work of 
which he took great pride, and his crops were always well cultivated and his 
farm well kept. He was an extensive stock raiser. Barrett S. Parrish was 
a meml>er of the Christian church, and lived a life in consistence with its teach- 
ings. He was especially opposed to the use of intoxicating liquors as a bever- 
age. Fraternally, he was a member of the Knights of Pythias and of the 
Odd Fellows. His family consisted of three children: May, who married A. 
A. Allen; William, and Ethel R , who married T. E. Lockard, of Marshall- 
town, Iowa. 
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William Parrish received his education in the district schools and began 
farming on rented land. In 1900 he located on section 12, Union township, 
Hardin county, on a one hundred and sixty acre farm, which was unimproved. 
He has erected a large and comfortable home, and has put up other buildings 
and improved the land. 

Mr. Parrish has been three times married, the first time in 1874 to Minnie 
Nelson, of Grundy county, who bore to him one child, Earl W., now at home, 
aged twenty-two, who married Grace Sisson. Mr. Parrish was next married 
in September, 1897, to Mrs. Cora Hutchinson Zufall, who was the mother of 
one child, Ethel May, and who died on March 14, 1905. In the fall of 1905 
Mr. Parrish was married to Mrs. Fannie Long Baker, of Hardin county. 

William Parrish is widely known in his township, and because of his com- 
panionable and sociable nature has many friends, who esteem him for his true 
worth. In politics he is a Democrat and takes a becoming activity in the 
governmental affairs of his locality. 

3 

i 

i 

JOHN MEGAN. j 

i 

The Megan family, with the American founder of which, and with one 
of whose sons, this sketch deals, is one of the best known in Hardin county. 
Coming to this country a poor Irish emigrant, with no capital save a strong 
body, a ready mind and a persevering will, Owen Megan so prospered that 
at the time of his death he was one of the large landholders and prominent 
farmers of Hardin county, and his sons have emulated their father's character 
and in their success have followed in his footsteps. 

Owen Megan was born in Ireland in 1834. At the age of fourteen he 
came to the United States and followed farm work in Ohio for three years, 
then went to Peoria, Illinois, where he worked on a farm. Here, in 1857, 
he married Margaret Sullivan, who bore to him six children, Ella, John, 
Thomas, Mary, Mike and Dan. In 1861 Owen Megan came to Hardin 
county and after renting for some time made his first purchase of land, con- 
sisting of three acres. At this time the country was new and he had to drive 
three days to the nearest market to purchase household supplies. There were 
no roads and no bridges; all was treeless rolling prairie, and in the winter, 
poles were stuck in the ground to guide the teamsters. Mr. Megan followed 
general farming and stock raising, seemed to have a genius for prospering, 
and at the time of his death had increased his original small holdings to about 
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eight hundred acres. In politic? he was a Democrat, and he and his family 
were always faithful to the Catholic religion or their fathers, lie died on 
December 14, 1894, and his wife died on the old farm on May 7. 1907. Owen 
Megan was one of the strong and unique characters of his community and was 
a man of much influence among his neighbors, while with his ready Irish wit 
he was always a welcome companion at any gathering. 

John Megan was born in Peoria. Illinois, on August 9. i860, and was 
one year old when his father drove across the state to Hardin county, Iowa, 
where he has since lived. He attended the country schools and stayed on the 
farm with his father until he was twenty-six years old, when his father gave 
him one hundred and twenty acres of land, which had not a building on it. 
John has put up all the present buildings and has just rebuilt his house. He 
is a very capable and enterprising fanner and one of the substantial citizens 
of this township. 

On June 1, 1892, John Megan was married to Catherine Kangley. of 
Hardin county, who was born on June 15, 1870, at East Dubuque, Illinois, 
the daughter of Pat and Sarah (Myers) Kangley. Catherine was one of 
three children. To this union were born the following children : Nellie, on 
May 29, 1893; Sadie, on March 17, 1895 : John R., on July 3, 1897; Catherine, 
on September 26, 1902; Daniel, on September 7, 1907, and Joseph, on Decem- 
ber 20, 1909, an interesting and happy family of young people. In politics 
Mr. Megan is a Democrat, but is not averse to voting for a good man on an- 
other ticket. He and his family are stanch Catholics, and they stand high 
in social circles of their neighborhood. 



CHARLES T. McMILLEN. 

The gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch is a pros- 
perous farmer and stock raiser of Ellis township, and as a citizen he has long 
held worthy prestige among his fellow men. 

Charles T. McMillen is a native of Erie county, New York, where his 
birth occurred on July 10, 1845. His parents were George and Mary Ann 
(Wilcox) McMillen. the latter dying when he was three years old. Later, 
George McMillen married Eliza McMastcr, and in the spring of 1859 moved 
his family to Hardin county, Iowa, settling on a tract of prairie land about 
five miles southwest of Iowa Falls, for which he traded in 1857. When Mr. 
McMillen moved to his new home, he had as neighbors the following men 
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and their families: J. M. B. Oviatt, Daniel White, J. A. Conklin and W. R. 
Cappock, these being the only residents of a territory' now teeming with a dense 
and prosperous populace. Mr. McMillen constructed a rude cabin of rocks 
and mortar, which served fairly well until replaced by a larger and more com- 
fortable and convenient dwelling some years later. 

Mr. McMillen developed a good farm and in due time became one of the 
leading citizens of his community. While in New York he served as con- 
stable and deputy sheriff of Erie county, besides holding various minor offices 
and was there, as in Iowa, a man of considerable influence among his neigh- 
bors and friends. About the year 1872 he built a cheese factory, the first in 
the county, and for several years made cheese for his neighbors for a share 
of the proceeds, a business which is said to have been quite profitable. He 
added to his real estate from time to time until he became the owner of con- 
siderable land, only a part of which he reduced to cultivation, the rest being 
devoted to pasturage. He was born in 18 16 and departed this life in 1880. at 
the age of sixty-four, his wife dying several years later at a ripe old age. 

Charles T. McMillen was about fourteen when his father moved to 
Hardin county. He helped develop the farm and assisted in the cultivation 
of the same until 1870. when he chose a companion and helpmeet in the per- 
son of Lois Oviatt. preparatory to engaging in agricultural pursuits for him- 
self, the ceremony by which the two were made husband and wife having 
been solemnized on October 25th of the year indicated. Mrs. McMillen is a 
daughter of J. M. B. and Christiana (Griswold) Oviatt, who were natives 
respectively of Ohio and Pennsylvania. They were married in the year 1832 
and five of their children were born in the former state. In 1845 Mr. Oviatt 
moved to Wisconsin, where he lived until 1856, when he brought his family 
to Hardin county, Iowa, and settled in Ellis township, a short distance west 
of the Ellis Methodist Episcopal church, where he pre-empted a tract of land 
and engaged in farming. There was but one family in the locality when Mr. 
Oviatt took possession of his claim, and only two houses between his own and 
Iowa Ealls. six miles distant. He entered other land and was among the first 
men in his section of country to engage in cattle raising on more than a 
nominal scale. He had several wagons and a number of horses and, his farm 
being an elevated tract, his home could be seen for many miles and was long 
an object of interest to travelers and passcrsby. Mr. Oviatt was born in 
Warren county. Ohio, and died at his home in Ellis township, March 19, 1879; 
his w ife. whose birth occurred near Lancaster. Pennsylvania, in 1810. departed 
this life on May 2. 1890, in her eightieth year. 

Mrs. McMillen was a child of eight years when her parents came to 
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Hardin county. Early in life she manifested a decided taste for hooks and 
study and her progress in the schools she attended was rapid and commend- 
able. When only fifteen years old she was sufficiently advanced in her studies 
to take charge of a school and her career as a teacher began at that age Dur- 
ing the several ensuing years, she divided her time between teaching and at- 
tending school. 

During the first two years following his marriage. Mr. McMillen lived 
on the Oviatt homestead, at the expiration of which time he purchased the 
farm in Ellis township where he has since resided and achieved such gratifying 
success as a tiller of the soil and raiser of fine live stock. The home farm 
embraces one hundred and twenty acres, which cost the sum of eight dollars 
per acre, in addition to which he owns a fine farm of two hundred and forty 
acres about half a mile farther south, which he operates in partnership with 
his son. Both are experienced agriculturists and by working harmoniously 
together they have met with marked success and are today among the most 
enterprising men of their calling in Hardin county. In connection with tilling 
the soil the McMillens engaged rpiite extensively in stock raising and dairying 
which have also resulted greatly to their financial advantage. The subject 
is well-to-do in the matter of material wealth, being in independent circum- 
stances with an ample competence for future years. In his political faith he 
is a Republican, but not a partisan; he has persistently refused to be a candi- 
date for office, having no taste or inclination for public life or the honors of 
leadership. 

Mr. and Mrs. McMillen have three children, one son and two daughters, 
namely: Norris L.. who is interested with his father in farming; he married 
Emma Huston, of Hardin county, and is the father of a son who answers to 
the name of Howard; Lottie, the second in order of birth, is the wife of Rev. 
Charles H. Sanders, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church of Otho, Iowa; 
Estell, the youngest of the family, married Cecil H. Matravers, and lives at 
Royal, this state, where her husband is the proprietor of a creamery. 

For a number of years Mrs. McMillen has been a leading spirit in the 
movement in favor of female suffrage, in the interests of which she has 
traveled extensively over Iowa, delivering lectures in many of the principal 
cities, and when not thus engaged employing much of her time in writing for 
the public press. She served five years as organizer for the state association, in 
which capacity she was instrumental in establishing local clubs in various cities 
and towns and doing much in other capacities to give strength and momentum 
to the movement and disabuse the public mind of long deep seated and unrea- 
sonable prejudices. She was a member of the state committee for several years 
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and through the medium of her contributions to the press and her able and 
cogent addresses from the rostrum was largely instrumental in influencing 
legislation and bringing about the passage of a number of laws of especial 
value to the women of the state. Mrs. McMillen is still active in behalf of the 
cause which lies so close to her heart, and is doing all within her power to 
make the elective franchise free to all American citizens, irrespective of sex. 
She has become widely and favorably known among the leading suffragets 
throughout the country and has few equals as an organizer and worker. She 
wields a facile and graceful pen and her contributions to the various papers 
and periodicals are characterized by force and elegance of diction and the 
logical manner in which her facts are arranged and discussed. For an ex- 
ample of her literary style, the reader is respectfully referred to the history 
of Ellis township in this work, which is a production of her pen. 

With all of her ability as a speaker and writer, and the honors which 
have come to her by reason of the high position she holds in one of the greatest 
movements of the times, Mrs. McMillen possesses strong domestic tastes and 
is devoted to her home and family. It is needless to state that she is a leader 
in the intellectual life of the community or that she stands high in the con- 
fidence and esteem of her neighbors and friends. A lady of gentle grace and 
culture, she is popular among all with whom she comes into contact and has 
made the world better by her presence and influence. 



WILLIAM SCHNORMEIER. 

Another of the worthy German citizens who. believing that in the free 
republic of the west was to be found not only more and greater pleasures of 
living but vaster opportunities for making money to the man of thrift and 
integrity, was William Schnormeier, one of the successful fanners of Grant 
township, Hardin county, and, having the courage to back up this conviction, 
he bade adieu to kith and kin, boarded one of the great floating palaces of the 
Atlantic and in due course of time found himself on our shores, and, having 
prospered here as he had expected, he has had no desire to forsake his adopted 
country and return to the fatherland to eke out an unsatisfactory existence. 

Mr. Schnormeier was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, April 5, 
and he is the son of Fred and Louisa (Finke) Schnormeier. He grew to 
maturity and attended school in his native land, and in 1883 came to America, 
locating at Hubbard. Hardin county, Iowa. In order to get a start he worked 
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out one year, then rented land for five years, after which he bought the farm 
where he now lives, consisting of one hundred and twenty acres. This has 
proven to be a wise investment in view of the fact that it is very productive 
and yields abundant crops from year to year under the skillful management 
of the subject, who has become very well established here, now having a com- 
fortable home and one of the choice places in the eastern part of Grant town- 
ship, owning in all four hundred acres, having added to his original purchase 
from time to time as prosperity attended his efforts. In connection with gen- 
eral farming, he has always kept a good grade of live stock which he seems 
to know how to properly prepare for market so as to get the prices desired. 

Mr. Schnormeier was married in 1883 to Wilhelmina Blomberg, daugh- 
ter of Fred and Wilhelmina Blomberg. She was born in Lippe-Detmold. 
Germany, where she was reared and educated, and she emigrated to America 
at the same time as Mr. Schnormeier. Nine children have been born to them, 
named as follows: Willie married Mary Stahl and lives at Xowlan, South 
Dakota, where he has a homestead; they have a son named Walter; Lena 
married August Saaksmeier and lives near the home farm; their sketch ap 
pears in this work; they have two children. Bertha and Carl; Henry, Mary. 
Minnie, Louise. Anna, Ida and Freddie are all at home. The subject and 
family belong to the Lutheran church at Hubbard. 



LOUIS H. BRUNEMEIER. 

Among the law-abiding and successful citizens of Grant township, Liar- 
din county, who have built up a comfortable home and surrounded them- 
selves with valuable landed and personal property, none are more deserving 
of what they have accomplished than Louis H. Brunemeier. With few op- 
portunities except what his own efforts were capable of mastering and with 
many discouragements to overcome, he has made a success of his life work, 
and if he continues to prosper in the future as he has in the past his old age 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that the community in which he has 
resided has been benefited by his presence and his counsel. 

Mr. Brunemeier is a native of the country of the "big muddy water," as 
the Indians named it, his birth having occurred about sixty miles north of St. 
Louis. Missouri, on July 27, 1873. He is the son of Christ and Wilhelmina 
(Weigraebe) Brunemeier. a separate sketch of whom appears on another 
page of this work. 
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The son, Louis H., lived on his father's farm in Missouri until he was 
nine or ten years old, then he accompanied the family to Hardin county, 
Iowa, the father buying eighty acres of land in the northeast part of Grant 
township, and there the subject grew to manhood, assisted with the general 
work of developing the place and attended the district schools in the winter 
months. On February 23, 1896, he was united in marriage with Kathrina 
Beaupain, daughter of Peter and Helena (Kahl) Beaupain. She was born at 
Ernsthausen, Hessen-Nassau, Germany. She grew up in her native land and 
came to Hubbard, Iowa, in 1891 and lived there until her marriage. She has 
a brother, William, in Tipton township, and another brother, Jacob, at Clin- 
ton, Iowa. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Brunemeier, of 
this review, namely: Ernest, born on June 30. 1899; Helen, born March 8, 
1902, and Verne, born January 10, 1909. 

The year in w T hich he was married Mr. Brunemeier bought eighty acres, 
the land that his parents first purchased when the family moved to this county, 
and here he started farming for himself, remaining on this place three years, 
then in 1899 he bought one hundred and twenty acres northwest of his first 
home, and moved thereto soon afterwards and has since made this his place 
of abode, having developed a good farm and he has a very pleasant dwelling 
and good outbuildings. In 1908 he bought eighty acres additional, all fine 
land, and under his able management it yields abundant harvests from year 
to year. He raises some good stuck of various kinds. Mr. and Mrs. Brune- 
meier are members of the German Evangelical church. 



CHRISTIAN II . BRUNEMEIER. 

The names of the old pioneers who have passed beyond "this bank an<l 
shoal of time" into the great beyond will ever retain a warm place in the 
hearts of succeeding generations, owing to the fact that they did so much for 
us, sacrificing many things that their descendants might prosper and live in 
comfort. They builded wiser than they knew, for. no doubt, none of them 
dreamed of the great opulence of the present time; they did not think it 
possible that within a comparatively few decades of their own generation 
there was to spring up the marvelous civilization of today. They were men of 
hardier mould than we of the aftermath, and if we of today had to take our 
rifles and axes into the frontier country, drive back the hostile Indians, clear 
up the great wildernesses and establish new homes in the w ild, we would no 
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doubt find the task too great, would not be equal to it in either brawn or cour- 
age, consequently we owe them a debt of gratitude which we cannot hope to 
repay. The late Christian H. Brunemeier was one of those pioneers. He 
was born about 1832 in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, and there lie grew to ma- 
turity and attended school, and in his youth learned the carpenter's trade, 
also butchered in the winter months, and sometimes engaged in farming, but 
carpentering was his usual occupation. He married Wilhelmina Wiegraebe. 
a native of his own community in the old country. To this union five chil- 
dren were born, namely : Herman, who now lives in Grant township; Henry 
lives in Hubbard, this county, and owns several farms nearby; Minnie is the 
wife of William King and lives in Tipton township; W. A. is farming near 
Lake Park, but was formerly in the harness business in Hubbard; Louis 
H., who is farming in Grant township, has a sketch in this work. 

In June, 1868. the family, consisting of the parents and three oldest 
children, came to Warren county, Missouri, locating alxnit sixty miles north 
of St. Louis, buying forty acres of land there on which they made their home 
until in 1891, when they moved to Hardin county, Iowa, and bought eighty 
acres in the northeastern part of Grant township and there the permanent 
home of the family was established. The two youngest children were born 
while the family lived in Missouri. While living in that state the family were 
members of the Methodist church and since coming to Hubbard they have 
affiliated with the Evangelical church. 

Christian H. Brunemeier met death in a tragic manner, having been 
killed by lightning in the summer of 1885. while at the home of his son whom 
he was helping during harvest. He was seated just outside the house near 
others, and although he was instantly killed none of the other members of the 
family were injured, but the house was slightly damaged. Since his death 
Mrs. Brunemeier has made her home with her daughter, Mrs. Minnie King, 
in Tipton township. 



JOHN* LEONARD HORXUXG. SR. 

Among the well known and highly honored German citizens of Hardin 
county of a past generation, who are now, after performing their allotted 
tasks faithfully and well, sleeping serenely in "God's acre." awaiting the 
sound "of the last trump." was the late John Leonard Hornung. He was a 
man whose sterling characteristics inspired the confidence and respect of all 
with whom he came into contact, having sought to do his duty at all times in 
his private, business and public life. 
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Mr. Hornung was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, November 16, 1828, 
and there he grew to maturity and was educated. He cast about in his native 
country until he was twenty-four years old, seeking to find his true bent in 
the way of business, but deciding that from what he had heard of America 
here was to be found greater avenues of material progress, he set sail for our 
shores early in 1852, landing in New York on April 24th. Soon afterwards 
he went to Pottsvilte, Pennsylvania, and learned the trade of cracker baker, 
remaining there four years. He then went to Stephenson county, Illinois, 
and worked two years in a distillery. Then he went to Brownsville, Missouri, 
and there worked at cracker baking a year and a half. He became an expert 
in his line. He came to Hardin county, Iowa, in June, 1 861, and bought a 
farm in section 35, and in the following September he brought his family here. 
He continued farming and bought various other places from time to time 
until he became the owner of nine hundred acres of valuable land in the 
southeastern part of Tipton township and just across the line in Grant town- 
ship. He was one of the leading agriculturists of the county and one of onr 
most influential men. Politically, he was a Democrat and was active in 
public and party affairs, and he did what he could in furthering the interests 
of his community. 

Mr. Hornung was married in 1856 to Mary A. Bach, who was born in 
Wurtemberg. Germany, April 4, 1828, and she was reared and educated there, 
coming to America in 1854. To this union five children were born, of whom 
a daughter died in early childhood. Charles died about 1884, leaving a wife 
and three children who now live in Dakota. William G. and John L., whose 
sketches appear in this work; Margaret is the wife of Gust Lage and lives 
in Hubbard. 

Mr. Hornung and family belonged to the Zion Evangelical church. The 
death of this worthy and excellent citizen occurred on April 6, 1893, at the 
age of .sixty-four years, his faithful life companion surviving until July 15. 
1900. 



WILLIAM HARTWIG. 

Success has attended the efforts of William Hartwig. one of the pro- 
gressive farmers of Grant township, Hardin county, because he has worked 
for it along legitimate lines, has not permitted discouraging situations to 
thwart him. and has U-en honest ami fearless in pursuing a course when lie 
knew he was in the right. 
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Mr. Hartwig was born on Septemlxrr 4. 1868, at State Center, Iowa, the 
son of Louis and Johanna (Shafer) Hartwig, both natives of Brunswick, 
Germany. The father came from Germany when eighteen years of age, his 
mother having died when lie was two vcars old and his father when he was 
five years of age. He settled near Hinkley. Illinois. Johanna Shafer came 
to Canada when about fifteen years old with her parents, Henry Shafer and 
wife. While living in Canada, Ixmis Hartwig went there, brought her to 
Illinois and married her in the latter state, wiien he was twenty-two years old. 
He is now seventy-five years old. He was twenty-four years old when he 
came to State Center. Iowa, having farmed two years in Illinois before then, 
making his advent here about i860, when the country was new. He and his 
wife are both still living at State Center and they celebrated their golden 
wedding three years ago. Mr. Hartwig first Ixnight forty acres in the vicinity 
of State Center, later another forty, then eighty acres and thus he continued 
to buy land as he prospered until he owned tour hundred and forty-four acres, 
all valuable and productive. He also owns valuable property in State Center. 
He grew up with the county and took an interest in its every phase of develop- 
ment. His family consisted of ten children, four of whom are deceased, 
three sons and two daughters living. 

William Hartwig grew up on a farm near State Center and received a 
good training in farm work from his father. When twenty-four years old he 
began farming for himself, renting land one year from his uncle and five 
years from his father. In the summer of 1898 he bought one hundred and 
sixty acres on the east side of Grant township, moving thereto in 180/), and 
since then he bought forty acres, about 1902, and in 1908 bought forty more, 
the land on which he now lives, all lying in section 13, thus he has a fine farm 
of two hundred and forty acres, which he has brought up to a high state of im- 
provement and cultivation, and which, under his able management, yields him 
a splendid income from year to year. He is also a stock raiser, keeping some 
good grades of various kinds. He has a modern and attractive home and 
good buildings of various kinds, a fine dwelling being erected in 1910. 

Mr. Hartwig was married on January 16. 1895, to Margaret Winter, 
•laughter of Frederick Winter. Sr.. and wife, a sketch of whom appears in 
another part of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Hartwig are the parents of six 
children, namely: Elnora. born November 4. 1896; Clara, born July r. 1898; 
Mata. born August 31. 1902: Esther, born September 22, 1904: Herbert, 
l>orn October 4. 1907: Fernando, born August 9, 1909. 

Mr. Hartwig and family belong to the Lutheran church at Hubbard, 
and are faithful in their attendance and support of the same. 
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IRA DEMANDER. 

The career of the well known and highly respected gentleman whose 
name heads this review illustrates forcibly the possibilities that are open to 
men of earnest purpose, integrity and sterling business qualifications. A well 
spent life and an honorable career constitute his record and now. after long 
years of honest toil, he is enjoying the fruits of his labors in honorable re- 
tirement, living in a cozy home in Iowa Falls, esteemed by a host of friends 
in the town and throughout the county. He is one of the venerable and hon- 
ored pioneers of Iowa and has been active in promoting the general interests 
of his locality along material, civic and moral lines. 

Ira Demander, for a long lapse of years one of the leading agriculturists 
of the northern part of Hardin county, was born on August 20, 1827, in Ver- 
mont. He is the son of James and Emeline (Dean) Demander, a sturdy old 
New England family, the father born in Vermont in 1799 and the mother in 
Massachusetts; the father, who was a lumberman, died in 1888, his wife hav- 
ing preceded him to the grave in 1853. 

The son, Ira, spent his youth under the parental roof-tree and was edu- 
cated in the common schools. He was imbued with the western idea early in 
life and in 1854 he came to Ogle county. Illinois, where he spent a short time 
and engaged in caqxmter work. He moved to Iowa in 1856 and devoted 
himself to farming and stock raising, at which he was singularly successful, 
becoming one of the substantial men of his community. 

Mr. Demander was married in 1850 to Harriet X. Wilst. of Xew York, 
daughter of Stephen Wilst, and this union resulted in the birth of the follow- 
ing children: Rose, born Xoveml>er 2. 1848, married James H. Marshall, of 
Minneapolis. Minnesota; Lewis Alvin, born in 1861. died in infancy; Lillian, 
born in 1863. died in infancy: Edward Stacy, born in 1864. died in infancy; 
Emeline, born in 1866, died in infancy. The mother of these children died 
in March. 1882. 

In 1886 Mr. Demander was married a second time, his last wife being 
Anna Teagle. daughter of Orman Tcagle, of Wayne county. Indiana. She 
was at the time of her marriage with the subject the widow of Robert J 
Miller, who was born and reared in Ireland. 

Mr. Demander has always manifested much interest in public affairs. He 
was postmaster for two years under Buchanan's administration in Algonquin. 
Butler county. Iowa, before moving to Hardin county, in 1856. He is a 
prominent Mason. He was the first senior warden of the Mason's Home 
Lodge Xo. 196. and is now the only surviving charter member of the same. 
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He was desirous of doing his share in saving the Union in the early sixties 
and enlisted in the Third Iowa Volunteer Infantry, hut, much to his regret, 
was rejected on account of physical disability. Rut his family was well repre- 
sented in the war, five brothers having served with distinction. Politically, 
he is a Democrat. Since coming here he has been township trustee. His 
reminiscences of early days are indeed interesting and instructive for he has 
a good memory and has lived to see wonderful changes in this county, the 
state and nation as well. 



JOHN LEONARD HORNUNG. 

It is the pride of the citizens of this country that there is no limit to 
which natural abilitv, industry and honcstv mav not aspire. A bov born in 
ignorance and poverty and reared under the most adverse circumstances and 
the most discouraging surroundings may nevertheless break from his fetters 
and rise to the highest station in the land. And the qualities do not have to 
be of transcendent character to enable him to accomplish this result. It is 
more the way he does it and his skill in grasping the opportunities presented, 
than to any remarkable qualities possessed by him. This is true in all walks 
of life. The farmer who rises above his fellow farmers docs so because he 
has found out how to rise above the surroundings which hold others down. 
Such a tiller of the soil is John Leonard Hornung, of Tipton township. Har- 
din county, one of the leading agriculturists of this part of the county. 

Mr. Hornung was born in the southeastern part of Tipton township, 
this county, on October 31, 1863. He is the son of John Leonard Hornung, 
Sr., and Marie (Bach) Hornung. a complete sketch of whom will be found 
elsewhere in this work. 

John L. Hornung, Jr., grew to maturity on the home place, which he 
worked when a boy in crop seasons, attending the district schools during the 
winter months. He remained under the parental roof-tree until he was mar- 
ried, in 1898. to Alvina Beckemier. She is the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Mary (Weichman) Beckemier, a sketch of whom appears in this volume. 
The mother was a sister of Henry Weichman. Mr. Beckemier was born in 
Lippe-Detmold, Germany, and he worked for the elder Hornung for years, 
then bought a farm in this locality, and his death occurred here in 1884, his 
wife dying about the same year. 

Mr. Hornung, of this review, has devoted his life to farming and he 
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has succeeded above the average man in this vocation. He has always been a 
hard worker and has relied almost solely upon himself in accumulating his 
property, which now consists of a fine home farm of three hundred and 
twenty acres and another place of two hundred and thirty acres not far from 
there. They are both well improved in every respect and under a high state 
of cultivation. He has a pleasant and neatly kept home and good outbuildings. 
In connection with general farming he carries on stock raising, always keep- 
ing some excellent varieties of live stock. Mr. Ilornung attends and liberally 
supports the Zion Evangelical church. 



JOHN' KRARBFNHOFT. 

Whatever of success has attended the efforts of John Krabbenhoft has 
been entirely owing to his own endeavors, his energy, industry and natural 
ability. From small beginnings he has gradually attained a prominence in 
Hardin county which entitles him to be regarded as one its leading citizens. 
He came to us from foreign shores and. with characteristic German thrift 
and energy, has succeeded admirably well, benefiting alike himself and the 
community in which he has cast his lot. for he has not only worked hard to 
develop his farm, but has supported all worthy movements looking to the 
general good and has led a quiet, sober and honest life, maintaining the good 
name of the family has always borne. 

Mr. Krabbenhoft. one of Concord township's thrifty agriculturists, was 

born in Germany, May 23. 185 1, and he is the son of Chris and — 

( Krusse) Krabl>enhoft. His ancestors were farmers, and these parents spent 
their early lives in the old country, where they were married and where their 
children were born. They emigrated to America in 1882. Of the four sons 
in the family, the oldest, Peter, remained in Germany, while Clans. Deitliff 
and John came to this country with the parents. The subject had grown up 
and attended school in the fatherland. He stopped at Valparaiso. Indiana, on 
the way westward, and there his brother Clans died. Deitliff. mentioned 
above, now lives in Washington countv, Nebraska. John remained in \ al- 
paraiso two years, then came to Davcn|)ort. Iowa, where he lived a year, then 
moved to Tama county, Iowa, where he spent three vears. He came to liar- 
din county twenty- four years ago and bought his present farm of one hundred 
and twenty-six acres. He soon had it under good improvement and a hi^h 
state of cultivation. Later lie added forty acres adjoining and now has one 
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of the choice and valuable farms of this part of the county, and there is no 
more neatly kept place in Concord township. He has a good home and good 
outbuildings, and he always keeps a good grade of live stock. 

Mr. Krabbenhoft was married twenty-three years ago to Anna Fink, 
daughter of James Fink, a highly respected citizen of Tama county. This 
union has resulted in the birtli of one daughter, Beta, who is now twenty 
years of age, and is still a member of the family circle; she is a young lady of 
many pleasing attributes and a favorite with the younger social set of the 
community. 

Mr. Krabbenhoft is a member and liberal supporter of the Lutheran 
church. 



GUS A. ELZIG. 

Nearly every country of Europe has been drained of its best and warmest 
blood to contribute to America an independent, self-reliant and liberty-loving 
people, and thus our growth and development have l>een stimulated almost be- 
yond calculation. Every branch of industry has felt the invigorating impulse 
and has responded with a firmer and more enduring progress. Among the 
foreign element that \ early seeks ln»mes on our shores that from Germany 
predominates: the strong and vigorous sons of the fatherland are influential 
in almost every line of American activity and to them the country is largely 
indebted for the almost phenomenal prosperity which it now enjoys. Xot the 
least among the energetic Germans who have come to Iowa to establish homes 
and carve out new destinies is the well known citizen and prosperous farmer 
of Hardin county to a brief review of whose career this sketch is devoted. 

Gus A. Elzig is a native of Prussia and was born in the city of Gustine. 
June 31, 1865, hemg a son of Karl and Huldina Elzig. By occupation Karl 
Elzig was a manufacturer of brick and tiling. He brought his family to the 
United States and on Mav 6. 1871. came to Ackley. Iowa, where an old friend 
and fellow countryman was then living. This friend being engaged in mak- 
ing railroad ties and needing additional capital in the business, borrowed of 
Mr. Elzig nearly all the means the latter had. When the money became due 
it was not forthcoming and considerable difficulty was experienced before 
even a small portion of it was repaid. This so embarrassed Mr. Elzig that he 
was unable to carry out the object he had in view : nevertheless, with the 
means in his possession, he located in Hardin City, where he experienced 
further reverses, so that within the next four or five years he was worse off 
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than before. He worked for some months at Kldora, making brick, but de- 
voted the greater part of his time to farm labor and in this way earned a 
precarious support for his family, which consisted of a wife and six children. 
Later he Iwmght forty acres of river bottom land near Hardin City, for which 
lie went in debt, but which, increasing rapidly in value, he afterwards sold at 
a considerable advance over the purchase price. Subsequently he became the 
owner of one hundred and sixty acres which he likewise disposed of at a good 
figure and in 1882 he bought one hundred and five acres of prairie in Ellis 
township, paying for the land the sum of three thousand dollars. This he 
likewise sold and later repurchased his former place near Hardin City, where 
he continued to reside until the death of his wife in 1X90, when he went to 
live with his son-in-law, John Willinger, to whom he afterwards sold the 
farm. Still later he went to Texas, where he remained for awhile, but re- ( 
turned to Iowa and purchased another farm near Hardin City, which he im- 
proved and which he now rents. Mr. Elzig has bought and sold considerable 
real estate since coming to Iowa, having owned in Hardin countv at different 
times over four hundred and fifty acres. He is now spending his time among 
his children and is esteemed by all who know him as an honest, industrious 
man and worthy German-American citizen. 

(his A. Kl/ig was a youth when he accompanied his parents to the United 
States and, complying with the custom of his native country, he remained at 
home until twenty-three year* of age. He received a fair English education 
and was early intruded in those practical affairs which enter so largely into 
the development of well rounded manhood and fit one for the sterner duties 
and experience* of life. At the age indicated he began working for himself, 
receiving from his father a span of colts and all the wood he could cut from 
ten acres of land. To assist him in his life work a< tiller of the soil, he took 
to himself, in his twenty- fourth year, a wife and helpmate in the person ..f 
Augusta Clausnig, of Hardin City, though a native of \\"i-r< >n-in and of Ger- 
man parentage. During the years following his marriage he cultivated a farm 
in Kllis township for a share of the proceeds, paying grain rent the first two 
years and the third in cash. A Mr. Wisher, who owned a great deal of land 
in Kllis township, was desirous of selling a part of the same, and Mr Kl/ig 
saw here an opportunity of -ccuring a farm : accordinglv, he borrowed -even 
hundred dollars with which he made the first payment on one hundred and 
sixtv acres, all wild prairie, but with deep fertile soil which piomised to be 
exceedingly productive when properlv developed. In due time he paid ? >' 
this land at the rate of seventeen dollar- per acre fo-m the proceed- ot the 
farm and later bought a second quarter -ection adjoining, which co-t him the 
sum of sixty-live dollars and littv cent - per acre. 
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Mr. Elzig addressed himself resolutely to the improvement of his lands 
and it was not long until he had substantial buildings erected and over three 
thousand rods of drain tile laid, besides the various other accessories which 
are found on first-class American farms. He has been industrious and ener- 
getic in the prosecution of his labors and in connection with agriculture, raises 
a great deal of live stock, shipping from four to six car loads of cattle every 
year and several car loads of sheep. His interest in live stock has led him to 
select only the best kinds, his specialty in cattle at this time being the thorough- 
bred polled Angus breed and his sheep and hogs are of a high grade also and 
the source of no small part of the earnings of his estate. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elzig are the parents of four children whose names are as 
follows: Charles H., Raymond, Denny and Helen, all at home except the 
eldest, who is a student at Ellsworth College. 

In national and state issues Mr. Elzig is a Republican, but in local politics 
he is independent, voting for the best qualified candidates irrespective of party. 
He subscribes to the Methodist creed in religion and, with his wife, holds 
membership with the Ellis Methodist Episcopal church. 



THOMAS MEADER. 

A member of the honored pioneer families of Hardin county, the name 
of Meader has long been closely associated with the history of this section of 
the state, and the subject of this review, like his father before him. is num- 
bered among the worthy and useful men who have made the vicinity what it is 
today. In business he has always been known to be straightforward and 
reliable, is patriotic in citizenship, and his social relations ever wholesome. He 
is esteemed for these commendable traits of character, together with his cor- 
dial disposition and genuine worth, but it is principally through the county 
clerk's office, in which he has long been a most efficient deputy, that he has 
become best known. 

Thomas Meader was born August 16, 1870, in Eldora, Iowa, and he has 
been content to spend his life in his native community. He is the son of 
Daniel C. and Agnes C. (Copp) Meader. a splendid New England family on 
both sides, the father having been born in Maine and the mother in Massa- 
chusetts, and there they grew to maturity and were educated. Daniel G. 
Meader came to Iowa in February, 1865. locating in Eldora, being one of the 
pioneers here, living to see and take a leading part in the development of the 
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locality. He was one of the organizers of the old Eldora band, in which he 
was an efficient player. He devoted his life principally to milling, being an 
expert miller and he operated a mill here successfully for twenty-five years. 
His death occurred in 1905, at the age of sixty-nine years. His wife is still 
living in Eldora, where she has a host of friends. Their family consisted of 
six children, namely: George, of Eldora; Harry, of Chanute, Kansas; 
Thomas, of this review; Hattie is deceased; Maggie is deceased; Jessie is the . 
wife of Lewis Madden, of Alden, this county. 

Thomas Meader was educated in the public schools of Eldora, graduat- 
ing from the high school, and he has since done a great deal of home study 
and miscellaneous reading, having kept fully abreast of the times. In order 
to prepare himself for a business career he took a business course in a school 
in Chicago, also went to a similar school at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Turning his 
attention to building, he learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed three 
years. He then clerked in a store a year. In August. 1896, he went to work 
in the count) clerk's office and on January [, 1897, he began his duties as 
deputy clerk tor four years, performing his duties in a most commendable 
manner. After his time had expired in this office he engaged in the tile busi- 
ness, ami on September 1 2, 1910, he again became deputy county clerk, which 
position he still holds with much credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the 
people. 

Mr. Mender was married twice, first in 1893 to Edith Chandler, who 
died in 1898 and who bore him twins, one dying in infancy and Edyth living. 
On November 10. 1907. Mr. Meader was united in marriage with Ida Mc- 
Farland. of Eldora. daughter of Robert L. and Ada (Johnston) McFarland. 
This union resulted in the birth of one child, Robert. 

Fraternally. Mr. Meader is a member of the Knights of Pythias, the 
Woodmen and the Maccabees. Politically, he is a Republican and has long 
been active in party affair-, at one time 1>c ins; chairman of the county central 
committee for a period of nine \ears. during which he managed its affairs in 
a most able manner. 



OLE HARRIS. 

One of Sherman township's agriculturists and stock men who is deserv- 
ing of a place in this book is Ole Harris, a man of courage, self-reliance and 
of the utmost integrity of purpose, as a result of which he has. during his 
entire life, stood high in the estimation of his neighbors and friends whose 
interests he has sought to promote while endeavoring to advance his own. 
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Mr. Harris was horn on April 18, 1859, in Dodge county. Minnesota, 
the son of Harris and Tillie Olsen. natives of Tillamarken, Norway. 
There the father grew up, was educated and began life as a farmer, emigrating 
to America when young and while yet single, first locating in Dane county, 
Wisconsin, and there married. He began his business career there by renting 
land which lie worked in a manner that gave him a start, so that later he 
purchased, in Dodge county, Minnesota, one hundred and sixty acres of wild 
land, which he improved and farmed until 1865. He then moved to Winne- 
bago county, Iowa, where he secured land and there lived until his death, his 
wife having preceded him to the grave. He worked hard and became very 
comfortably fixed later in life. Politically, he was a Republican and he and 
his wife were members of the Lutheran church. He was twice married, his 
second wife being Annie Klevenen, a native of Norway. She is living on the 
old homestead in Winnebago county, Minnesota. The following children were 
born of the first union: Ole, Annie and Julia, all deceased; Ole died in in- 
fancy; Annie became the wife of T. G. Tweed and Julia married Oscar 
Twita. both business men of Forest City, Iowa; Ole (the second), subject 
of this sketch; Halvor is farming in Marshall county. Minnesota; Her- 
man is deceased. The following children were by the second union: Dora, 
who married Christ Anderson, is living in Burly county, North Dakota; 
Helena, who married Lewis Kikholm. lives in Kossuth county, Iowa; Oscar 
lives in Winnebago county. Iowa; Nick is farming in Montana; Joseph and 
Tobies are farming in Winnebago county, Iowa; Julia married Daniel Mun- 
son, a farmer of Hardin county. 

Ole Harris, of this review, received a limited education in the common 
schools, and he lived at home until he was twenty-one years of age. In the 
spring of 1882 he came to Buckeye township, Hardin county. Iowa, and rented 
land during the first five years of his residence here, then, having gotten a 
good start, he purchased eighty acres in this township and one hundred and 
twenty-eight in Ellis township. He prospered through scientific farming and 
the exercise of good judgment in handling live stock, and added to his original 
holdings and now owns, in addition, one hundred and twenty-four acres in 
Tipton township and two hundred acres in Sherman township. His home 
farm of two hundred acres is one of the best improved in the township, for 
he has been most vigilant in keeping it up to the standard in every respect. 
All his land is in a good state of cultivation. He is also the owner of one 
hundred and seven acres of valuable land in Winnebago county, Iowa. All 
this has been secured through his unaided efforts and proves that he is a man 
of innate ability and persistency that does not swerve or halt at obstacles. 
He has also bought and sold three thousand acres of South Dakota land. 
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Mr. Harris has been twice married, first, on April 14, 1882, to Helena 
Anderson, who was born in Fillmore county, Minnesota, the daughter of 
Knut and Mary Anderson, of Norway. Mrs. Harris's death occurred on 
February 19. 1892. On June 29, 1894, Mr. Harris was united in marriage 
with Andrea Hjemdal, of Winnebago county, Iowa, the daughter of 0. T. 
and Annie Hjemdal, the father a native of Tillemarken, Norway, and the 
mother of Dane county, Wisconsin. The father was eleven years old when 
he came to America with his parents and settled in Worth county, Iowa, 
where they improved a good farm and lived there many years. The father 
also bought land in Worth and Winnebago counties, this state, and is still 
living in Winnebago county, his wife having died in 1885; but later he mar- 
ried Anna Tweed, a native of Norway. There were two children by his 
first wife, Andrea, wife of Mr. Harris, of this sketch, and Theodore, now 
deceased. The children by his second marriage were: Aimer, deceased; 
Arthur lives in Winnebago county, Iowa; Oren also lives in that county; 
Clara is deceased; Clara (the second) lives at home; Aimer lives at home. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Harris, of this review, are: A son 
died in infancy; Maria, who married Andrew Matson, died April 27, 1909. 
leaving two children, Helen and Lewis; Hilmer is farming his father's place 
in Buckeye township; Julia is housekeeper for her brother; Htildah is 
deceased. The following children were born to Mr. Harris and his second 
wife: Huldah died in infancy; Hilda, Olga and Olaf. 

Mr. Harris is regarded as one of the township's best farmers, as already 
intimated. He has long made a specialty of raising Hereford cattle. Morgan 
and Norman horses and Duroc-Jersey hogs. He is an extensive stock- 
buyer, shipping cattle and hogs to the market. He has a cozy and neatly kept 
home and a good group of convenient outbuildings. Politically, he is a Re- 
publican and has held some of the township offices. He is a member of the 
Tipton Evangelical Lutheran church. 



FRED BEG EM A NX. 

The gentleman to a brief review of whose life and characteristics the 
reader's attention is herewith directed is among the substantial 'citizens of the 
town of Hubbard, Hardin county, having contributed in a material way. by 
his enterprise and progressive methods, to the industrial advancement of the 
locality. He has in the course of an honorable career been most sncce^tul in 
a business way and is in every way deserving of mention in the biographical 
memoirs of this county. 
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Fred Begemann was born May 7, i860, in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, 
and he is the son of Fred and Minnie (Bocks) Begemann, both natives of 
the above named place, the mother dying in 1869; then the father, who had 
devoted himself to farming, brought his son Fred to America in 1 88 r . They 
located near Hubbard, Iowa, where they remained one year, the father buying 
eighty acres of land in Grant township on which he remained two years and 
in 1885 his son, the subject, bought it. The father died in 1890. The son 
worked at the carpenter's trade around Hubbard and other places for awhile. 
On March 16, 1890, he married Maggie Maenakhcim, of Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many, the daughter of Michael and Catherine (Kellermann) Maenakheim, 
both natives of the above named place, the father devoting his life to farming 
and still lives in Germany; his wife died in 1909. They were the parents of 
seven daughters, two of whom came to America. Paulina lives in Tipton 
township, this county, and is the wife of August Engleking. 

Eight children were born to the parents of Fred Begemann, namely: 
Minnie lives in Germany; Fredereka is the wife of Simon Boeke, a furniture 
dealer at Hubbard, Iowa; Caroline lives in Germany; Augusta is deceased; 
Hannah is deceased; Louisa lives in Germany; Matilda lives in Germany; 
Fred, of this review. 

The subject had little opportunity to attend school, however he obtained 
some education in Germany. He started in life in a small way, worked hard 
and managed well and has been highly successful. In 1890 he and his wife 
located in Grant township, this county, the place having a small house and a 
little improvement on it, but in a short time they had the same well improved, 
under a high state of cultivation and had a comfortable home. He raised 
draft horses, Duroc-Jersey Red hogs and dairy cattle, doing well with all 
kinds of live stock and he added to his place until he now has one hundred 
and sixty acres of choice and valuable land. There he lived until 1908, 
when he moved to the town of Hubbard and retired. Here he has five acres 
of valuable land and one of the finest, neatest and most attractive modern 
homes in the town and vicinity and is enjoying a well earned rest from his 
former years of strenuous endeavor. When sixteen years of age he began 
working at the furniture business in Germany, which he followed for three 
years and a half, and he worked a great deal at the carpenter's trade after 
coming to the United States, being a very skilled workman. He is a stock- 
holder of the Hubbard Co-operative Creamery at this place and has a com- 
petency. He votes independently and has never been an aspirant to office. He 
is a member of the Evangelical Association of Hubbard and he and his wife 
are popular in the best social circles of the community. 
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